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U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

June 22, 2018 


MR. RUSS KICK 
POST OFFICE BOX 36914 
TUCSON, AZ 85740 


FOIPA Request No.: 1401693-000 
Subject: Attica Prison Riot 
(September 1971) 


Dear Mr. Kick: 

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). Below you will find informational paragraphs relevant to your request. 
Please read each item carefully. 

A search of the Central Records System maintained at FBI Fleadquarters indicated that 
records responsive to your request have been sent to the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA). Since these records were previously processed under the 
provisions of the Freedom of Information Act, we are providing you a copy of the 
previously processed documents. 

Please be advised if this release of previously processed material does not satisfy your 
information needs for this request, you may make a request to NARA at the following 
address, using file number 44-HQ-50605 as a reference: 

National Archives and Records Administration 

8601 Adelphi Road 

College Park, MD 20740-6001 

Enclosed are 1,322 pages of previously processed documents and a copy of the Explanation of 
Exemptions. This release is being provided to you at no charge. 

Please be advised that additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this 
release of previously processed material does not satisfy your information needs for this request, you may 
request an additional search for records. Submit your request by mail or fax to - Work Process Unit, 170 
Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA 22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request Number 
in your correspondence. 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This 
response is limited to those records subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard notification 
that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do 
not, exist. 

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.” 
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. 




You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you 
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web 
site: https://foiaonline.requlations.gov/foia/action/public/home . Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. 
If you submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of 
Information Act Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be 
easily identified. 

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing oqis(a>nara.qov . Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions(a>fbi.qov . If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 


Sincerely, 



David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 

Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 





EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement puiposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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FROM BUFFALO (157-NEW) 2P 


RIOT BY INMATES , NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY , 
ATTICA . NEW jORK . EXTREMIST MATTER. 

CdL * QsHiccl SrtCLfe Prison, 

Co . . 

■ RELIABLE NEW YORK STATE POLICE AND ATTICA STATE .PRISON 


OFFICIALS ADVISED TODAY AS FOLLOWS : ftT . ) ^ y ' ' 

J|£T^ /AV4-- <-a6#S--/ 

ON EVENING OF SEPT. EIGHT , ONE BLA CK AND ONV^Jf) 

INMATE AT CAPTIONED FACILITY §S^S*IS A XI Sj l^SECU PIT Y P FH $0 

BECAME INVOLVED IN FIGHT. CAUSE OF FIGHT UNKNOWN AT PRESENT. Tr 
TIME. PRISON GUARD JUMPED WHEN HE ATTEMPTED TO STOP FIGHT, AND,, 
GUARD AND BOTH INMATES GIVEN MEDICAL TREATMENT AND RELEASED. £ 
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BLACK INMATE INVOLVED 
CONFINEMENT . 



PLACED I 
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DURING NIGHT, RUMORS SPREAD THROUGHOUT PRISON THAT_ « V) 

HAD BEEN ASSAULTED BY GUARDS. AT APPROXIMATELY NINE THIRTY AM, 


TODAY, PRISONERS BEGAN RIOTING AND AS OF TWO PM TODAY, PRISONERS 
NUMBERING APPROXIMATELY EIGHT HUNDRED. IN CONTROL OF CELL BLOCKS 
B AND D , IN PRISON V CELL BLOCKS A, C AND E HAVE! BEEN SECURED 
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Mr. Tolson-— 1 

Mr. Felt— -— 

j Mr. Sullivan- 

Mr. Mohr-- 

Mr. Bishop—— 
Mr.BrennanCD— 

Mr. Callahan- 

Mr. Casper- 

Mr. Conrad- 

Mr. J - 

Mr. CM? - 

Mr. V. -n - 

Mr. ? i- 

Mr. Walters- 

Mr. Seyars- 

Tele. ~ - 
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J?kEJO:Q.KK^^^ NAL , FACILI TY ,^TTICAj NY , 


SEVEUTYONE , EXTREMIST MATTER. 


VS : // 


RELIABLE NYS AUTHORITIES HAVE ADVISED AS FOLLOWS: (S 

AS OF FIVE P.M. TODAY, INMATES STILL HELD APPROXIMATELY THIRTY 
TWO GUARDS HOSTAGE. NINE GUARDS HAVE BEEN INJURED, ONE OF WHOM 
IS IN SERIOUS CONDITION. INMATES ARE IN POSSESSION OF TEAR GAS 
GUNS AND CANNISTEPS AS WELL AS OTHER CONTRABAND WEAPONS SUCH AS 
TOOLS AND HAVE THREATENED TO KILL ONE GUARD FOR EVERY SHOT FIRED 
AT PRISONERS. A PRELIMINARY ESTIMATE OF TWO MILLION DOLLARS 
IN PROPERTY DAMAGE RESULTING FROM BURNING OF PRISON SCHOOL, 

CHAPEL, CARPENTER SHOP AND JflETAfo WORKING SHOP AND OTHER FACILITIES, 

EX-102 Reg ?n ^7- & Sf£>S ~A$- 



tA'lUZ RFC 25 

HAS BEEN MADE. ESTIMATED SIX HUNDRED LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 1 / 

ARE ON HAND READY TC CONTROL RIOT. TV AND NEWS REPORTERS ON SCENE. 
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END OF PAGE ONE // 
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STATE UNIVE RSITY OF MEW YORK AT BUFFALO L AW 

. ■ -—■ ———"—■*———I—I—— mm 


SCHOOL , BUFFALO f NY W HO HAS BEEN INVESTIGATING PRISONER’S CLAIMS 
OF MALTREATMENT WERE NEGOTIATING WITH THE PRISONERS WITHOUT 
EFFECT . 

AS OF SEVEN P .M . TODA' 


HAD RELAYED TO NYS GOV. NELSON 


A. ROCKEFELLER THE FOLLOWING DEMANDS OF PRISONERS: 

ONE - COMPLETE AMNESTY FOR ALL PRISONERS INVOLVED IN RIOT. 
TWO - BPP LEADER HUEY NEWTON, AND LEADER OF NATION OF ISLAM 
GROUP IN NEW YORK CITY TO BE FLOWN IN AND ADDRESS PRISONERS. 

THREE - ALL BLACK PRISONERS TCj^E FLOWN TO A NEUTRAL COUNTRY. 
PRISONERS Have THREATENED TO KILL ALL HOSTAGES UNLESS 
DEMANDS MET . 


[TOLD PRISONERS HE COULD GRANT ONLY ADMINISTRATIVE AMNESTY 


IN CONNECTION WITH FIRST DEMAND AND THAT LEGAL AMNESTY WOULD HAVE 
TO BE GRANTED 3Y GOVERNOR.. ALSO TOLD PRISONERS OTHER DEMANDS 
UNREAL AT THIS TIME. 


^END OF PAGE TWO 












THIRTYTVC HOSTAGE GUARDS HAVE BEEN STRIPPED, BLINDFOLDED , 
BEATEN and ARE BEING MADE TO STAND AT ATTENTION. 


BOTH WHITE AND BLACK PRISONERS INVOLVED IN RIOT BUT 
NEGOTIATORS ARE ALL BLACK AND KNOWN TO AUTHORITIES AS MILITANTS. 
IDENTITIES OF NEGOTIATORS NOT ASCERTAINED AS YET. 

FOR PAST FOUR MONTHS, MAIL TO PRISONERS HAS BEEN SEALED 
AND NOT CENSURED AND NO INFORMATION AVAILABLE RE RECEIPT OF 
EXTREMIST LITERATURE OR PUBLICATIONS BY PRISONERS. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 

REMYTEL THREE FORTY P .M . TODAY. 
SOURCES ARE 
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BUFFALO MAINTAINING LIAISON WITH APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES. 
BUREAU WILL BE PROMPTLY ADVISED OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS . 

END 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 

Date 9/10/71 

Prisoners at New York Corrections 1 
Facility, Attica, New York, began rioting 
9/9/71, following false rumors that a black 
prisoner was assaulted by guards. Prisoners 
seized control of two cell blocks and held 
over forty guards as hostages. Several 
guards were badly be&ten while attempting 
to control outbreak. Prisoners in possessjon 
of tear gas guns and cannisters. They have 
threatened to kill one guard for every shot 
fired at prisoners. 


Preliminary estimate of one million 
dollars damage from burning of prison school, 
chapel and other property. Note that one 
f leaders wrote to Bureau in 1969 claiming 
ights to worship as Islamic being denied. 
Matter referred to Civil Rights Division 
of Department. 

Attached reports that State officials, 
including Governor Rockefeller, have capiti- 
lated to unreasonabledemands of prisoners 
in return for release of hostages. Informa¬ 
tion in attahfied and in previous teletypes 
being included in a summary to the White 
House, Attorney General, Secret Service anc 
military agencies. Copy being sent to 
Inter-Division Intelligence Unit, Internal 
Security and Civil Rights Division of 
Department. , 
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RIOT BY INMATES ,®NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 


ATTICA, NEW YORK, EXTREMIST MATTI 





RELIABLE NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONS OFFICIALS ADVISED TODAY 
AS FOLLOWS : 

IT HAS NOW BEEN DETERMINE THAT THIRTY CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS 
AND FOUR CIVILIAN INDUSTRIAL SHOP FORMEM ARE PRESENTLY BEING HELD 






y/‘ 


AS HOSTAGES 




CAPTIONED FACILITY. 


i THERE HELEVEN HOSTAGES RELEASED AMD HOSPITALIZED, 

TWO OF WHOM Ag& I^^RIOUS CONDITION. 

THE FACILftY^lTMATE POPULATION CONSISTS OF FIFTYFIVE PERCENT 


sf 


BLACKS AMD FORTJtf" 


PERCENT WHITES. THOSE INMATES P ARTICIPATI N( 


IN THE RIOT CONSIST OF EIGHTY PERCENT BLA^JjgvWD TWENTY PERCENT 
WHITES AMD ARE PRESENTLY LOCATED IN THE YARD AREA OF THE FACILITY 


WHERE ALL THE HOSTAGES 


MADE TO STAND AT A 


^rAtSiJpED , 3LKLoff)LDEll a7tD BE^ ‘‘ 

f?0N yy 7 - 



FORCED INTO THE YARD AREA BY T 


TTEDftJWi ...THE "HITES "ERE RBRORTEDLY if - 

**(1 II 01, M . . t;l , m ", „ ,gjf 

ARD AREA BY THE FLACKS . "CC to i- > 

Adm. data deleted „-- 
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HAVE IN THEIR POSSESSION FOUR GAS GUNS AND AN UNKNOWN QUANTITY OF GAS 
PROJECTILES . THEY ALSO TOOK TWENTY FOUR CANNISTERS OF TEAR 
GAS, AND HAVE USED APPROXIMATELY ONE HALF OF THAT. 



RIOTERS TONIGHT. THIS DECISION TO MOVE WAS DELAYED TO INSURE 
THE SAFETY OF THE HOSTAGES . 


THE NEW YORK STATE POLICE IS KEEPING ONE HUNDRED SEVENTYFIVE 
MEN AT THE FACILITY OVERNIGHT WITH BALANCE OF FIVE HUNDRED MEN 
ON STANDBY IN IMMEDIATE VICINITY. 

DEPUTIES FROM WYOMING , GENESEE, LIVINGSTON, MONROE, 


SCHUYLER AND ERIE COUNTIES ARE ALSO AT THE FACILITY. 


SUBSEQUENTLY THE RIOTERS >?!ECTED 

JT . % »/ 


SPOKESMAN . 


AS THEIR 


BUFFALO ATTORNEY . MET 


WITH STATE OFFICIALS . IN AN AGREEMENT DRAWN UP BYj_JTHE 

RIOTERS HAVE DEMANDED A. FEDERAL COURT ORDER, SIGNED BY JUDGE JOHN 


CURTIN OF BUFFALO, NEW YORkJwITNESSED 3 a 


AND GOVERNOR 


ROCKEFELLER INSURING THAT NO ADMINISTRATIVE REPRISALS OR BRUTALITY 


end of page two 











PAGE TH^EE 

WILL BE ADMINISTERED AGAINST ANY INMATE WHO HAS PARTICIPATED IN 
TODAYS ACTION. FURTHER, THAT THREE MEN BE SELECTED FROM A LIST 
OF BLACK, WHITE AND PUERTO RICAN LEADERS WHO ARE TO INSURE THAT 
THERE ARE NO REPRISALS. IN RETURN , THE RIOTERS WILL FREE 
THE HOSTAGES . 

HAS ALREADY SIGNED THIS AGREEMENT. 
JUDGE CURTIN AND GOVERNOR ROCKEFELLER HAVE AGREED TO SIGN. 

IS FLYING TO MANCHESTER , VERMONT TONIGHT 
WHERE JUDGE CURTIN IS ATTENDING CONVENTION 
TO GET HIS SIGNATURE THEN TO 
ALBANY FOR THE GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

RE MY TELETYPE NINE TWENTYNINE P .M . TODAY . 
SOURCES : 





:Na), nysp.- 


END OF PAGE THREE 
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NO LHM BEING SUBMITTED. BUFFALO MAINTAINING CONTINUOUS LIAISON 
WITH APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES AND WILL PROMPTLY ADVISE BUREAU OF 
PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS. 


BUFFALO FILE FOUR FOUR DASH FOUR ONE FIVE INDICATES ONE 


ATTICA 



WROTE A 


LETTER TO MR. HOOVER ON FEBRUARY NINE SIXTYNINE COMPLAINING THAT 
HIS RIGHTS TO WORSHIP ACCORDING TO HIS BELIEFS (ISLAM) WERE BEING 
DENIED TO HIM. THAT LETTER WAS ACKNOWLEDGED AND FURNISHED 
TO CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION, DEPT. OF JUSTICE FOR CONSIDERATION. 
BUFFALO INDICES NEGATIVE 


CORR PAGE FOUR LINE FIVE SHD READ AS FOLLOWS 
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RIOT AT ATTICA STATE FRISOU »EU YORK, IN. 




RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED THAT BPP NINISTER OF BEFENSE RUEY P. 
NEWTON, CONTACTED TNI SECRETARY OF NEV YORE STATE ASSEMILYNAN 
ARTHUR EWE INFORMING HER THAT ME CO NTS ITL A TED TRAVEL I NS TO BUFFALO 
AS RBOUESTEB. 

NO FLIGHT ARRAN0ENERT8 NAVE AS YET BEEN HADE BY NCVTON HOWEVER 


THE NEXT L001CAL TRANSPORTATION F 


"W* AREA 


WOWLB BE FRON SAN 





FRANCISCO VIA CNICAOO TO BUFFALO AOB TWO j^LABLI^ 




W -——-— 

AT ABOUT NIDNIONT WITH CONNECTIONS ARRIV1BI IN BUFFALO BETWEEN __ - 

NINE AND TEN A.N., TOMORROW* 

NEWTON APPARCiTLY NAS SONS RESERVATION ABOUT BAKING AN 
APPEABANCE AT PRISON BUT WAS ASSURED BY EVE*S SECRETARY THAT HE 

EHB OF PANE ORE « C c fo tDlU v 

y\ Adm. data deleted* 
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WOULD BE SATE, NOTION THAT EVE HA* BEE* INSIDE PRISON €0(POUND 
WITH KX0TZW6 PRISONERS POP PAST TWO OATS* 

ADMINISTRATIVE! 

SOURCE IS | 

BUREAU ABO RECEIVIN OFFICES WILL BE ABWI8CB OF ARY FURTHER 
PERURENT DEVELOPMENTS AS TO PROPOSED TRAVEL BY NEWTON. 

END 
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Extremist Matter 


RIOT AT ATTICA STATE PRISON, NEW YORK, EM 


RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED THAT AN INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFYING HERSELF 

:d bpp 


NEW YORK ATTORNEY WILLlA 


1UUAL I UL NX 1 r I 1 tvb n 

l^fcujSTLER cGnTACTE 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS ADVISING THAT KUNSTLER WANTED HUEY NEWTON, BPP 
MINISTER OF DEFENSE, TO COME TO NEW YORK AND TO GO WITH KUNSTLER TO 
ATTICA STATE PRISON. 

A S.ECOND RELIABLE SOURCE REPORTED THAT HUEY NEWTON WAS 
ECSTATIC ABOUT THE REQUE_SjU_AND NEWTON I I HA’ 


CONTACTED KUNSTLER 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS INDICATING 1 T_ 


WOULD TAKE NEWTON SEVERAL HOURS TO GET TO NEW YORK. 
REPORTEDLY, KUNSTLER) 


|DOES NOT KNOW HIS PRESENT 

- 1 

WHEREABOUTS AND IS ATTEMPTING TO LOCATE^gMggO THAT ARR&N.SE.M£NJS 


m s s ?- n r 

rua Mum_ v 


CAN BE PERFECTED FOR A POSSIBLE TRIP BY NEWTON AND MfrTtJlff , - 1TT H 
KUNSTLER. ADD SEP 15 197] 


end page oneA j 
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KUNSTLEH 


AT NEW YORK TELEPHONE 


WAS REACHED BY 
TWO ONE TWO - TWO SIX FIVE - TWO FIVE ZERO ZERO. 

ADMINISTRATIVE : 

SIRST SOURCE IS 
SECOND SOURCE If 

NEW YORK ADVISE BUFFALO OF ANY INFORMATION REGARDING CURRENT 
WHEREABOUTS OF KUNSTLER. 

BUFFALO, ALERT PRISON AUTHORITIES OF POSSIBILITY OF TRAVEL BY 
NEWTON TO ATTICA PRISON. SF WILL CONTINUE TO FOLLOW THIS MATTER WITH 
BPP SOURCES AND WILL ADVISE OF ANY DEFINITE TRAVEL DATA OBTAINED. 

END 
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RIOT AT ATTICA STATE PRISON, NEW YORK, EM. 


RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED THAT SHORTLY AFTER SEVEN A.M., 


v \ SEPTEMBER TEN INSTANT, AN INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFYING 

--- 





HEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLYMAN 

‘ — - — 


a rthur^ve t contacted black panther party national headquarters, 
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA. 

REPORTEDLY EVE, A BLACK^TsSeMBLYMAM F^RO M BUF£AL£l» NY^ HAD 
BEEN MEETING WITH RIOTING PRISONERS AT ATTICA STATE PRISON, AND 

ONE OF THE PRISONER’S DEMANDS WAS TO SPEAK 


ACCORDING TO 


WITH HUEY NEWTON, BPP MINISTER OF DEFENSE. AS A RESULT EVE 

REQUESTED THAT NEWTON 


DESIRED TO CONTACT NEWTON AND 


AT TELEPONE SEVEN ONE SIX - EIGHT NINE FIVE - FOUR THREE FIVE NINE. 
END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 


SOURCE FURTHER ADVISED THAT THIS MESSAGE WAS NOT FURNISHED 
DIRECTLY TO NEWTON AS YET, HOWEVER, BPP OFFICER OF THE DAY 


SPEAKING WITH 


HAD FURNISHED THE MESSAGE TO RECORDER UNIT 


AT NEWTON’S APARTMENT. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 



SOURCE IS 


SF WILL ADVISE BUREAU AND BUFFALO OF ANY FURTHER DATA 
DECEIVED. ALBANY ADVISED IN VIEW OF EVE’S POSITION. 


AND HOLD 


^ * MR. TRAHNOJ? 

ROOM 7I2-A 9&D 












,NR 048 NY CODE 
917 JNMMEnV!’- 10-71 KEH 


TO 



.FEDERAL BUREAU OF. INVESTIGATION 
. COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

SEP 101971 

T& ETYPE 


W' 


FROM 


DIRECTOR 
(ANY 
IUFFAL0 
CHICAGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 
NEW YORK (157-NEW) 



Mr. Tolson_ 
Mr. Pelt_ 


Mr. Sullivan.— 

Mr. Mohr__ 

Mr. Bis?hop . 
Mr.BrennanCD,. 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper.__ 
Mr. Conrad_ 


Mr. Da;bay_ 

Mr. Gale_j 

Mr. Ponder_ _ f 

Mr. Rosen_( 

Mr. Tavel . 

Mr. Walters.—. 

Mr. Seyars_i 

Tele. Room_ l 

Miss Holmes... 
Miss Gandy_ 


0 


RIOT AT ATTICA STATE PRISON, NEW YORK, EM. 


U 


<v v ' 

• / SOURCE WHO FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION ItJ PAST, 

ADVISED that NEW YORK ATTORNEY Sm.LXA^llMSXL£R WANTED ll^lY 
NEWTON, BLACK PANTHER PARTY MINISTER OF DEFENSE TO ACCOMPANY 
KUNSTLER TO ATTICA STATE PRISON. REPORTEDLY KUNSTLER’S 

DID NOT KNOW KUNSTLER’ S PRESENT WHEREABOUTS AND WAS 
ATTEMPTING TO LOCATE KUNSTLER TO SET UP ARRANGEMENTS FOR MEET IN, 
OF NEWTON WITH KUNSTLER. AS OF NINE SEVEN INSTANT, 

KUNSTLER’ S ITINERARY AS FURNISHED BY DEPUTY UNITED STATES 

CHICAGO INDICATED KUNSTLER, AS OF NINE 



NINE, INSTANT WAS TO BE IN WASHINGTON, D.C. FOR MEETING OF 

W - S'#6 0S^ 7 

AMERICAN PSYCHIATRIST ASSOICATION. BEYOND NINE NINE, INSTANT ' 


THERE WAS NO INFORMATION ON KUNSTLER’ S ITINERARY AVAI 






TO NEW YORK. ./, 

^ 21 % 

END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 
C157-NEW) 

ADMINI STRATIVE 

REFERENCE SAN FRANCISCO TELETYPE, NINE NINE, 
INSTANT. 


SOURCE IS SF 



CHICAGO CONTAC1 



AND ADVISE BUFFALO OF ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING CURRENT WHERE¬ 
ABOUTS OF KUNSTLER. 

END 



TRC FBI WDC 










5-113a (9-29-65) 


Domestic Intelligence Division 


Attached relates Attorney William 
Kunstler contacted the Black Panther Party 
(BPP) national headquarters in San Francisd 


California, on 9/10/71, asking that Huey P.| 
Newton, BPP Minister of Defense, come to 
New York and go to Attica Prison where in 
mates are holding a number of guards as 
hostages. 


ii 


P 



IN FORMATIVE 


Wl/71 


Date 


We were subsequently advised that 
Newton had some reservations about making 
an appearance at the prison but was assurec| 
by secretary of New York State Assemblyman 
Arthur Eve, a Negro, that he would be safe.| 
Newton considering sending BPP Chairman 
Bobby Seale in his place. 


A Federal judge on 9/10/71 issued a 
court order directing New York Governor and| 
others not to; take administrative action 
against personnel involved in the distur¬ 
bance. Inmates demand a committee of three) 
persons be appointed to insure reprisals 
not taken against them. They have named 
several individuals whom they wish to be 
considered including Kunstler and Eve. 


Copy of attached sent Inter-Divij 
telligence Unit. Pertinent parts 
be included in summary to White House, f Y 
(Vice President, Attorney General, Defense 


'ivision A 
s wiii jx/y 

VIJ 


Tftte44-ig ence Ag e n^y^ and - S e cret—S e rv ice, 


BK:lrs 
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NR 022 SF C 0 D E 
8 35 PM URGENT 9/10/71 FCO 


FROM 


RIOT 


DIRECTOR 


ALBANY 
BUFFALO 
NEW YORK 

SAN FRANCISCO (157- 


FEDERAL bureau OF INVESTIGATION 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

SEP 1 0 1971 tsnl 


TELETYP 


ML INFORMATION COM 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

wt- y 


I Mr.BrenTTanCD_ 

Hr, Callaha n j 

Mr. Casner 1 

Hr. Conrad.._ 

Mr. Pa . y _✓ 

Mr. Gale . / 

Mr. R 

Mr. Tr.'.••>! 

Mr. 'WpJtnrs 

Mr. S V;j.:3_ 

Tele. Room______ i 

Miss K: linos 

Hiss Gandv 1 


A 


ATTICA STATE PRISON, NEW YORK ; EM 




1 


RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED THAT HUEY P. NEWTON NOW MAY NOT 


6/$ c , 


TRAVEL TO ATTICA PRISON, HOWEVER IS CONSIDERING SENDING BLACK PANTH&R 
PARTY CHAIRMAN BOBBY SEALE IN HIS PLACE. ' YjUJ 

SOURCE NOTED THAT SEALE HAD OTHER COMMITMENTS SCHEDULE FOR JK^ 
MORNING OF SEPTEMBER ELEVEN, NEXT, WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN CANCELED; AND ^ 
THEREFORE, ANY TRAVEL BY SEALE IS QUESTIONABLE. ^ 

APPARENTLY NO TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE AS YET. /(HrO 
ADMINISTRATIVE: 

SOURCE IS I 

S'#6oS'-A 

BUREAU AND RECEIVING OFFICES WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF PERTINENT 

DEVELOPMENTS. t B I 1^7 '3/Q 

•fCtlAED- 10T20K ^ i — 


HOLD 


W 

"cc to ID/u H 


i3 ii os ih.ii my 


Included in auitMiiry to White Hou' 

and Attorney General. Date *?/ 


6 SEP 17 1971 

i UJ tPl f 
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RR 0 B 2 BO CODE 

«|07 PM NItEL 9-10-71 DAT 

TO DIRECTOR (ATT* t DID) 

wow wfrr alo ust-isgt) jp 
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RIOT BY INMATES f NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 9 


ATTICA 9 N #Y * # EXTREMIST MATTERJ (3 



& 

RELIABLE NYS CORRECTIONS OFFICIALS ADVISED TODAY AS FOLLOWSs 
U.S* DISTRICT COURT JUDOE JOHN T. CURTIN 9 WDNY , BUFFALO t MA^ 


ISSUED A COURT ORDER DIRECTED TO 60V• ROCKEFELLER 9 



ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 9 ORDERING THEN NOT TO TAKE ADMINIS¬ 


TRATIVE ACTION AGAINST PERSONS INVOLVED IN CURRENT DISTURBANCE ON 
SEPT* NINE LAST* ORDER ISSUED WITH CONSENT OF THE DEFENDANTS NAMED 
WOVE • 


INMATES HAVE DEMANDED COMMITTEE OF THREE PERSONS TO BE APPOIN- 
TED TO INSURE ADMINISTRATIVE REPRISALS NOT TAKEN AGAINST INIJATEt^ 
TO BE CHOSEN F^OM FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS OR ORGANIZATIONSt J 


\ - —[\j J i 1' - ’ -X 

VILLIAMlEUlglLgR^ NATIONALLY KNOWN ATTORNEYt NYS ASSEMBLYMAN 
ARTHUR 0 . EVE * OF BUFFALO y N*Y*J 


■AMSTERDAM 


b6 

b7C 












14 

MJja, 


■ *T ^ i Jff 

1 i j 

i iJj IB 




# >14 ~ 


hichioar i 

•muhammad tfiuii 


;i jjuommjrui ikl iaiirn « uur ^4 


•ftWHAftftAD SPEARS1 BUCK PaNTHC* 

--- [_ l^^vv V-t 

^ ibcicTY ttufimtr mmmm > arbT 


INDIVIDUALS 


desires mu the latter oboarizations wENETftT metric* by the 

INMATES • TWt "^ ALAgTE * If THE OFTICIAL PUBLIC!HOB Rr tlBL tOaM 

LORDS fAUTT » IB fif HM CITY, A RP IS TRARSLATCD TIMRT *4_ 

1 I* KNOWN T© BE Of MOHAMMAD'S MOSOOT or CEW TORS 

CITY* 

AS or RISE Aft, TOBAY * IHMATCB STILL CORTROLLEB CELL BLOCES 
B ARB »# A TOTAL OT TWELVE BOARDS RAVE BEER IRJWREB # ORE OT WROH 
NAS BEES RELEABEB BY THE PRISONERS • TMIRTYBIHE MB STASES WERE STILL 
BEIRR NELB» 1NCLBDXWO ELEVEN CIVILIANS EMPLOYEES ARB TWCBTYEI8RT 


AWARDS AT THE PACILITY • 



WAS THEN COOfERRIRS WITH 


NY 8 ASSCIVLYftAV ARTHUR 0 * EVE » A BLACK HAR PROfl THE BOREAL© AREA # 


CONCERRtRO EVE ABB 


LATINS 


TO PRESENT THE COURT 


THE OBOBRBfOM WITH THE INMATES POR TO PRESENT 
ORDER ISSUED BY JODBC CURTIN TO IBRATC5 TOR APPROVAL# 
END PS TWO 























PACE THREE 

SETVEEfl ELEVEN THIRTY AH ARP TWELVE THIRTY PM, TfiWY, 


WHS NEOOTlRTINO THE DEMANDS OF THE PRISONERS WITH THE PRISONERS 

ACCOMPANIED BY NINE OTHER REPRESENTATIVES, THESE REP RESENT AT I 

.. _L_ >-L> ____ ^ ,_Kl± 



\Vj v. _U 


► s* A 


INCLOSES NTS ASSEMBLYMAN EVEJ 


THREE 


•SERVERS REPRESENTIM THE AtHINISTRATION , A NS INCLUDING Tit 



^ Cl VIL 

—-----—- A M 

Chester, 



NT WHS HAS SEEN AilKlABUL VITH THE 
IMS THE ^1111* jUSAJttZAtlOM j ASS AN 
OTHERS ACCOMPANY I NO 

HEP IA . 

ON SEPT TEN INSTANT, A RELtAOLC SOVRCt OF THE BUFFALO OFFICE 
•VISES THAT AN | |RAS ARRIVES AT BUFFALO 




ARE FOUR REPRESENTATIVE* OF THE HEWS 

-C-r / * v,/, V< Lf -...I. * 




b6 

b7C 


PROM NEW YORK CITY ON THE f|OHT OF SEPT, HIRE LAST , WHERE HE RET 
WITH LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES OF TOOTH AOAINOT VAR ARS PASCftt ANP 
THE* PROCEEDED TO ATTICA STATE PRISON ON SEPT NINE LAST, YAWF IS 
IRE TOOTH FROST OROOF OF THE WORKERS WORLD PARTY, 

A NEW YORE STATE CORRECTIONS OFFICIAL CHARACTERIZED 
EEIR6 RADICAL, BUT FAIR. 

IMS Pfi THREE 


AS 









PAOE FOUR 

THE RELIABLE SOURCE OF THE BUFFALO OFFICE ALSO ADVISED THAT 
IftVF MAS FLAWED A RALLY AND PRESS CONFERENCE IN MEW YORK CITY 
TODAY IN CONNECTION WITH THE RIOT* AND THAT RALLIES NAVE BEEN 
FLAMMED FOR NYC * ROCHESTER AMD SYRACUSE, NY , ON SEPT ELEVEN NEXT 


JKMflMI STRATI VC 


REMYTELS SEPT* NINE LAST* 

NTS CORRECTIONS OFFICIALS SOURCES ARE 




THE RELIABLE BUFFALO SOURCE MENTIONED ISj 
| INFO FURNISHED BY THIS SOURCE HAS BEEN DISSEMINATED TO THE 
RESPONSIBLE NTS POLICE OFFICIALS AND TO THE ALBANY AND NEW YORK 
OFFICES TELEPHONIC ALLY CONCERN I NO THE PLANNED RALLIES * TNE NEW YORK 


OFFICE HAS ADVISED THAT 


MEW YORK 



JIS KNOWN TO THAT OFFICE AS A 


AND THERE ARE REFERENCES IN THE NY INDICES 


TO Klft IN CRIMINAL CASES ONLY* THE INDICES OF THE BUFFALO OFFICE 


1NDICAT1 


* WHO MAY BE IDEHTICAL WITH THE INDIVIDUAL 


MENTIONED ABOVE , WAS PUBLICLY IDENTIFIED AS 



NIA8ARA FALLS , NY * 


IN MARCH SEVEiTY • 
END FO FOUR 











* * 


* t 

re FIVE 

tttt PRISONERS SOLIDARITY COWRITTEE IN BUFFALO MAS BEEN 
reOLlCLY IDENTIFIED AS AFFILIATED WITH YAWF AND HAS BEEN INVOLVED 
WITH VARIOUS ACTIVITIES IN CONNECTION WITH CONDITIONS IN LOCAL 
JAILS , PRISONERS PRIVILEGES AND A RIGHT TO INSPECT JAIL FACILITIES 
ARtm O. EVE IS THE BLACK NYS ASSEMBLYMAN (DEMOCRATIC) FROM 
BUFFALO AREA WHO NAS BEER ASSOCIATED WITH A LOCAL BLACK NEWSPAPER 
AND BLACK CIVIL RIANTS ARAAN1ZATI0NS • 

INDICES OF TIE BUFFALO OFFICE BEOATIVE OR CONTAINED NO INFO 



AIRMAIL COPIES TO ALBANY AND SAN FRANCISCO. 


P. 

END 

NPT FBI WASH 
CLR 









FEDERAL BUREAU OF II\iV£5TiGATDi\ 

.COMMUNICAT! ONsTStCrv 0\ 


TELETYPE 


i 


NR 001 SF CODE 

1151AM URGENT 9/lt/71 CAK 


tjtpW 1 Jk 


TO DIRECTOR ATTN t DID ^ 

f ^ 

CHICAGO ^ 

NEW YORK 

FROM SAN FRANCISCO C157- ) 

RIOT AT ^TTICA STATE PRISON . NEW YORK > E ^ remist Matters r 

ON MORNING OF SEPTEMBER ELEVEN , INSTANT, FIRST 

R1 ark PQrthPT Pai’t v 

SNURCE REPORTED THAT BPP CHAIRMAN* BUBBf SEALE WILL 
TRAVEL TO ATTICA, NEW YORK, ON SEPTEMBER ELEVEN, INSTANT, 

PI Q plr pQTTfVlPT* Pqt'4'tt 

IN PLACE OF BPP ABMINSTRATOR 01^ DEFENSE, HUEY P. IIEWTON . _ 

yy — s# 

IN CONNECTION WITH DEMANDS OF RIOTING PRISONERS AT ATTICA 


Mr. TnNrvn ^ 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Sullivan_ 

Mr. Mohr_ 

Mr. Bishop__ 

Mr.BrennanCD_ 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper__ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Dalbey_ 

Mr. Gale_ 

Mr. Ponder_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tavel_.. 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. Soyars_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes__— 
Mftf4 n r dy J^ 


STATE PRISON • 
END PAGE ONE 
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RAGE TWO 


THIS SOURCE FURTHER ADVISED THAT ON HORNING OF SEPTEMBER ELEVEN , 
INSTANT I Party 


INSTANT j_|BPP NATTDllAL ‘ 

headquarters, Oakland, California, had contacted 

MAJOR NEWSPAPERS AND RADIO AND TELEVISION NETWORKS 

IN NEW YORK CITY ADVISING THAT SEALE WOULD ARRIVE AT BUFFALO, 

NEW YORK AIRPORT ON UNITED AIRLINES (UAL) FLIGHT FOUR 
£ / /A/STHAI t. 

ONy TWO at FOUR FIFTY-THREE PM, SEPTEMBER ELEVEIfrNA-IHI-- 

AND WOULD HOLD PRESS CONFERENCE AT BUFFALO AIRPORT AT 

FIVE PM. ONE NEWSMAN EXPLAINED TO THE BPP [_ 

THAT ATTICA IS APPROXIMATELY ONE AND ONE NALF HOUR 

DRIVE FROM BUFFALO AND SINCE NUMBERS OF ALL MAJOR NEWS 

MEDIA ARE AT ATTICA IT WOULD BE BETTER IF SEALE COULD 

HOLD PRESS CONFERENCE AT ATTICA RATHER THAN BUFFALO 


AIRPORT. AFTER CHECKING WITJ 


OF SEALE, THE 


BPP| _ |TOLD THIS NEWSMAN THE PRESS CONFERENCE 

WOULD DEFINITELY BE HAELD AT BUFFALO AIRPORT. 

I 

A SECOND SOURCE ADVISED THAT B. SEALE, 



END PAGE TWO 







PAGE THREE 


DEPARTED SAN FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

£ 


ON UAL FLGMT ONjI TWO ZERO AT EIGHT AH, SEPTEMBER ELEVEN , 
INSTANT, WITH DESTINATION TO BUFFALO, NEW YORK, UAL 
FLIGHT ARRIVES CHICAGO, ILLINOIS ONE FIFTY<*IVE 
m WHERE THEY WILL CATCH CONNECTING UAL FLIGHT FOUR ONE 
TWO DEPARTING CHICAGO TWO THIRTY PH AH© ARRIVING BUFFALO 
i AU»OR FIFTY-THREE PM, SEPTEMBER ELEVEN, INSTANT. 

_ _3k_ 


\ BOTH ARE ACTIVE 



Cekf- 


■BIT AREA 

SEALE AND NEWTON. 


/©MINSTRATIVE 

RE SAN FRANCISCO TELE 
FIRST SOURCE IS 


Jft.. 


SEPTEMBER TEN, LAST. 


END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 


SECOND SOURCE IS ( _I 

_ SAM FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. 

BUFFALO FOLLOW AND REPORT ACTIVITIES OF SEALE WHILE 
IN BUFFALO DIVISION. 

END 

COB# -FASE _ TWO _ tnit _ OEVEN _ TIRST 'WORD "I5 ^J1TE' w ~' A'TO' nr UINE SIXTEEN 

Wmt1W WOR^-tS -UEt^^ --PAeE*-TRff tf#E-T^O FOURTH WORD IS PONE". 

DRL FBI WASH DC 


r\ r 


MR. TRAINOR 
ROOM 712-A 9&D 








-113a (9-39-65) 


Domestic Intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 


9-13-71 


Attached concerns the riot by inmates 
at New York 8tate Correctional facility, 
Attica, New York. We were previously advised 
that 40 persons were killed including 31 
inmates and 9 guards "being held as. hostages 
before the riot was brought under control. 

Attached relates that 35 inmates and 9 
guards* held as hostages were found dead. 
Twelve or thirteen additional inmates are not 
expected to live and another 92 or 93 were 
injured. All^fiostages had their throats 
slit and some had b een castratTed. A rally 
was held in Buffalo, New'York, Ivhich was 
addressed by William Kunstler, an attorney 
who has gained notoriety by defending revo¬ 
lutionary-type individuals. Thirteen persons 
were arrested and two policemen received 

minor injuries. ~ ~ 

—' — , , — 

We were subsequently advised that the 
Vietnam Peace Parade Committee and other 
organizations conducted a demonstration in 
front of Governor Rockefeller's New York 
Office on 9-13-71. About 500 persons part" 
cipated in the demonstration. 

Copy of attached sent Inter-Division 
Intelligence Unit. Pertinent parts will 
be included in summary to White House, 

Vice President, Attorney General.,: Defense 

Intelligence Agency and Secret Service. 

^Prass reports total 37 slain. We are 

ABK: lrs . rhieHung with Buffalo to get corr e&hC 
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NR01S NY CODE 
506PM ^1MMEDIA1^9-11-7 1 JPM 
TO D IRE( )R 


^COT\-m7vIC/\T,- 

0 u i ’ 2 .1 ii)J i 



T 

TELETYPE 


/ 


_■. • SWlivata-- 

■| Mr. Mohr, 
j Mr. Bishop.. 


5 Mr.BrennanCb_J 

! Mr. Callahan-! 

\ Mr. Casper-| 

1 Mr. Conrad- 
j Ir. Da)bey_ 

.? Mr. Gale__ 

i, Mr. Pondet— 

5 Mr. Posen— 
i Mr. TaveL. 


BUFFALO 
SAN FRANCISCO 
FROM NEW YORK (157-NEW) 




/ 



Mr. Walters. 
'■tr. Soyars— 

Tele. Room. 


RIOT AT ATTICA STATE PRISON, NEW YORK, EM. 


GOVERNOR ROCKEFELLER’ S OFFICE 



TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED THE NYO ON SEPTEMBER ELEVEN, 

NINETEEN SEVENTY ONE, AND STATED THAT GOVERNOR ROCKEFELLER’S 
^OFFICE IS CONCERNED ABOUT REPORTS THAT BOBB^^ALE^D HUEY 
> \^WT0N ARE GOING TO THE ATTICA STATE PRISON. HE SAID THAI 
HE WISHED TO CONVEY TO THE FBI THE FEELING OF THE GOVERNOR’S 
OFFICE THAT IT WOULD BE BETTER IF NEITHER SEALE NOR NEWTON 
APPEARED AT THE PRISON. HE STATED THAT IF ANYTHING CAN BE 
DONE TO PREVENT THEIR APPEARANCE, IT IS BELIEVED THAT THIS 

.. REC-30 23105^ 

ALSO ADVISED THAT HE IS LEAVING NYC THIS 


b6 

b7C 


WOULD HELP THE SITUATION. 


DATE IN ORDER TO GO TO THE ATTICA STATE PRISON, WHERE HE CAN 
BE CONTACTED THROUGH COMMISSIONER O’HARA’S OFFICE AT THE 


END PAGE ONE 


A dm. 
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SEP m 


AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREINtSUNClASSIFIED^ , 

a "j g e rr 
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PAGE TWO 


PRISON, TELEPHONE SEVEN ONE SIX DASH FIVE NINE ONE DASH 


TWO TWO THREE NINE. 


BUFFALO'S ATTENTION INVITED TO SAN FRANCISCO 


TELETYPE THIS DATE INDICATING SEALE ARRIVING BUFFALO THIS 


MORNING. IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT BUFFALO CONSIDER DISSEMINATION OF 


INFORMATION CONCERING SEALE'S ARRIVAL TO 



THE INFORMATION OF GOVERNOR ROCKEFELLER, AND TO THE NEW YORK 


U 


STATE POLICE. 


SAN FRANCISCO SHOULD ADVISE IF IT IS KNOWN WHETHER 


SEALE WAS TRAVELING WITH ANY WEAPON, IN VIOLATION OF FEDERAL 


OR /STATE LAWS. 


NYO WILL ALERT BLACK PANTHER SOURCES FOR INFORMATION 


CONCERNING SEALE. 


BUFFALO AND SAN FRANCISCO SHOULD IMMEDIATELY ALERT 


THEIR SOURCES. 


TRC FBIWDC 


^ MR. TRAINOR 

Oc - ROOM 712-A 9&D 








rtDtRAL BUriuU; OF ’.\jVF" 

COiViMIj\!'CAT;.' 
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m m% m code 

11 SdPM 016 El>^* 11-7! PXM 


iTC. ’• 


TO DltfCJN* ATTENTION • DOMESTIC I NT ELL 16E BCE DIVISION) 
SAyriANcisco 
NEW YORK 

FROM WFFAL© Ct5T-f5€?> 6P ^ 


Mr. Tolson__ 

Mr. Pelt__ 

Mr. Sulliva*_ 

Mr. Mohr-__ 

Mr. Bishop_ 

Mr.BrennanCD_ 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad__ 

Mr. Dal bey__ 

Mr. Gale____ 
Mr. Ponder— 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Walte»__ 

Mr. Soyars_ 

Tele. Roott_, 

Miss fifehnea__ 
Miss Gandy_, 


/ j 


n o t gr iNtwftr 

FACtLtfT » ATTK< 


CORRECT] 


ML INFORMATION CONTI 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


: /* 


\/ / Cu.. 





ffttQ INTERNATIONAL 


AIRPORT IT POfR^PffTY EIGHT Fell* THIS DATE # APPROXIMATELY FIFTY PEOFLE 
ftlfiBf AT AIRPORT TO GREET HIM# 6ROUP COMPRISED OF APPROXIMATELY 


m. TfN^TYFlVE YOONS WHITE HIPPY*TYPE INDIVIDUALS, 
OF NEW® MEDIA IHCLDDINO TV ON SCENE AT AIRPORT# 


BHO^EOT HELD BROCF PRESS CONFERENCE COMMENCING AT FIVE P#M* AT 
AIRPORT# SOOJCCT DID NOT OFFER ANY COMMENTS TO THE PRESS OTHER THAN 
T O READ FROM A PREP ARED TYP EWRITTEN 

RELF.ASE * SEPTEMBER ELEVEN * NINETEEN SEVEtrfWE/ bLACK PANTHER ^ 


RELEASE # SEPTEMBER ELEVEN # NINETEEN SEVENTfOTE# BLACK P^NT^ 

INTERCOfMWNAL NEWS SERVICE • FROM 1 THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF 

1LACK PANTHER PARTY." THE PRESS RELEASE READS AS FOLLOWS* IS SEP jr> m '• 


END OF PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 





"THE CENTRAL HEADQUARTERS OF THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY WAS 

contacted September 

TEN , NINETEEN SEVENTYONE BY THE OFFICE OF NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLYHAN 
ARTHUR EVE , WHICH DELIVERED A MESSAGE FROM ONE TWO EIGHT ZERO OF 
OUR BROTHERS WHO ARE POLITICAL PRISONERS AT THE ATTICA STATE 
HUSON, AT ATTICA, NY* THE MESSAGE FROM THE POLITICAL PRISONERS 
IS TROT HUEY P. NEWTON, OF THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY, SERVANT OF THE 
reOPLE, MUST, IN FACT, BE A KEY NEGOTIATOR IN BEHALF OF OUR IN¬ 
CARCERATED BROTHERS AND THEIR TVENTYSEVEN DEMANDS FOR BETTER 
ffilSON CONDITIONS, 

THE SAID PRISON GUARDS, CALLED "HOSTAGES^ HAVE ACTU ALLY I 

IN REALIT Y BEEN PLACED UNDER ARREST BY^ THE ONE TWO EIGHT ZERO I 

HR1 S O BERS , -WKO-ARE RIGHTFULLY REDRESSING THEIR GRIEVANCES CONCERNING; 
THEIR HARASSING , BRUTAL AND INHUMAN TREATMENT TO WHICH THEY ARE 
CONSTANTLY SUBJECTED. 

THE NEW YORK STATE PRISON COMMISSION, THE COURTS, AND THE 
FEDERAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS PROSECUTORS HAVE DELIBERATELY ALLOWED 
THE CREATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE OPPRESSIVE AND ATROCIOUS CON¬ 
DITIONS TO WHICH OUR ATTICA PRISON BROTHERS ARE SUBJECTED. ALSO, 

END OF PAGE TWO 
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page three 

THE STATE HAS FOR TOO MANY YEARS WILLFULLY AND MALICIOUSLY IGNORED 
THE LEGAL AND LAWFUL REQUESTS AND REDRESSES OF GRIEVANCES FROM THE 
PRISONERS. 

SOME THIRTYFIVE PRISON GUARDS ARE UNDER ARREST 5 AND THE STATE 
WANTS THOSE ARRESTED GUARDS TO BE BAILED OUT, ON THE PROMISE OF 
THE COURTS AND PRISON COMMISSION THAT THERE WILL BE NO REPRISALS 
W THE ARRESTED 6 UARDS ARE RELEASED. 

THE U.S. DISTRICT COURT ORDER, HOWEVER, THAT THERE WILL 
BE NO REPRISALS* IS QUITE FALLACIOUS AND IRRELEVANT ON ITS FACE, 

WHEN THE ADDS THAT OUR 

PRISON BROTHERS WILL FACE ’OTHER* CRIMINAL CHARGES. TO FACE 

MORE CRIMINAL CHARGES MEANS, IN FACT, NOTHING ELSE OTHER THAN OUTRIGHT 

REPRISALS AGAINST OUR INCARCERATED BROTHERS. _ 

THE COURTS AND PROSECUTORS ARE 

ACTING IN EXTREME BAD FAITH BY NOT GOING FORTH AND OBTAINING* 

AN OFFICIAL NEW YORK STATE AND COURT - ORDERED AMNESTY* AMNESTY 
THAT THERE WILL BE NO REPRISAL WHATSOEVER IN THE FORM 
OF CRIMINAL CHAR 6 ES OR OTHERWISE. THIS IS THE FIRST THING THAT 
*J5T BE DONE TO START NEGOTIATIONS OF THE PRISONERS TWENTYSEVEN 
DEMANDS. THIS IS THE ONLY BAIL THE ARRESTED GUARDS HAVE, FROM THE 
END OF PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 

ANALYSIS OF THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY, 

THE ATTICA PRISON MOVE COMPOSED OF POLITICAL PRISONERS AND THE 
LIVES OF THIRTYFIVE ARRESTED POLICE GUARDS IN THE HANDS OF THE 
PRISONERS, IS A TACTICAL MOVE TOWARDS GOING FORWARD TO SHOW 
THE WORLD COMMUNITY PEOPLE HOW TO BEGIN TO END OPPRESION 
AND WRETCHED, UNJUST PRISON INCARCERATION, 

SIGNED , 

-CENTRAL COMMITTEE BLACK PANTHER PARTY 

PRESS CONFERENCE TERMINATED AT FIVE TWELVE P,M. AT WHICH TIME 
SEALE AND HIS AIDES DEPARTED IN A PRIVATELY OWNED AUTO APPARENTLY 
ENROUTE TO ATTICA PRISON. 

SEALE DID NOT VOLUNTEER ANY INFO AS TO THE DURATION OF HIS 
STATY IN ATTICA, WHOM HE WOULD BE CONTACTING OR WHERE HE WOULD BE 
QUARTERED WHILE IN ATTICA , 

END OF PAGE FOUR 
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PAGE FIVE 

NO KNOWN LOCAL BLACK MILITANTS OBSERVED AT AIRPORT AND THERE 
WERE NO INCIDENTS. 

UPON ARRIVAL AT ATTICA PRISON, SEALE WAS REFUSED ADMITTANCE BY 
PRISON AUTHORITIES ON GROUNDS AREA TOO CROWDED BY NUMEROUS 
NEGOTIATORS ALREADY INSIDE. OFFICIALS PRIVATELY EXPRESSED 
CONCERN SEALE MIGHT ATTEMPT TO INCITE PRISONERS TO FURTHER 
RIOTOUS ACTION IF ADMITTED. 

ROCHESTER HOSPITAL AUTHORITIES HAVE REPORTED TO NEWS 
MEDIA THAT PRISON GUARD INJURED IN FIRST DAY OF RIOT 
ms SUCCUMBED TO HEAD INJURIES SUFFERED IN RIOT. 

PRISONERS STILL HOLD THIRTY EIGHT HOSTAGES, HAVING RELEASED 
ONE GUARD TODAY WHO HAD SLIGHT HEART ATTACK AND HAS BEEN HOSPITALIZED. 

PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS AND STATE OFFlCLAS WHO HAVE BEEN ASKED 
TO NEGOTIATE WITH PRISONERS HAVE AGREED ON A FORMAT FOR PRESENTATION 
TO PRISONERS OF WHICH DEMANDS OF PRISONERS ARE ACCEPTABLE AND WHICH 
ARE NOT. 

PRISON OFFICIALS DO NOT CONTEMPLATE USE OF FORCE AT PRESENT 
IN ORDER TO INSURE SAFETY OF HOSTAGES. 


END OF PAGE FIVE 







PAGE SIX 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

RENYTEL , SAN FRANCISCO TEL AND MYTEL TODAY . 


H 




- 1 




NYSP . 



FOR INFO BUREAU, INFORMATION RE TRAVEL OF SEALE TO ATTICA 
DISSEMINATED TO NYSP AND NYS CORRECTIONS OFFICIALS. LIAISON HAS BEEN 


ESTABLISHED WITH 


GOVERNOR ROCKEFELLER'S 


NEW YORK OFFICE WHO IS AT SCENE • CLOSE LIAISON BEING MAINTAINED 
WITH APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS. 

SEALS'S ARRIVAL AT BUFFALO COVERED BY BUAGENTS . 

BUREAU WILL BE PROMPTLY ADVISED OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS. 
END 

TRC FBI WCC 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION j ^ 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


HR 003 BU CODE -- SFPll^T 1 

SENT^IjHAM 5-11-71 TMT /// PM URGENfr 9-10-71 DAT 

.. teletype 


DIRECTOR CATTW* DID) 
CHICAGO 


NEW YORK 

FROM BUFFALO (157-1367) 


~CV 



Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. Felt _ 

Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Mohr'_ 

Mr. ITishop_ 

Mr. Brean an CD_ 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Ca-mer 

Mr. Conrad.._ 

Mr. Dalbry_ 

j Mr. Gale_ 

* Mr. Ponder._ 

f Mr, Rosen_ 

| Mr. Tnvrl_, 

f Mr. Walters_ 

| T'lr. £ -yavs_ 

: Tele. Room_ 

> Miss Holmes_ 

j Miss Gandy_ 


RIOT BY INMATES NYS CORRECTIONAL FACILITY * ATTICA » N .Y. 




EXTREMIST MATTER; f\-i* tQ,0 Oi't 4(~. t'CiCS 




C (-^RELIABLE NYS CORRECTION OFFICIALS ADVISED TODAY AS FOLLOWS t 
./ MIDDAY NEGOTIATION SESSION BY ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS AND 

A 

INMATES ENDED WITHOUT PRODUCING RESULTS. INMATES CONTINUED TO 
DEMAND NO PROSECUTION FOR RIOTERS ACTIONS AND COMPLAINED NO PER¬ 
SONS REQUESTED BY THEM HAD BEEN BROUGHT TO PRISON. INMATES VILIFIED 


i ' A V "T 



LEADERSHIP. 


! ■ i 

CHARACTERIZED INMATES AS LACKING IN REAL (| / 

A/,y, 11 V 


ATTORNEY WILLIAM KUNSTLER SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE BUFFALO, N .Y . 
EIGHT THIRTY P.M., SEPT. TEN INSTANT, ENROUTE TO ATTICA. 

AT THREE THIRTY P.M. TODAY ISSUED STATEMENT SAYING HE 


AT THREE THIRTY P.M. TODAY ISSUED STATEMENT SAYING HE 

- t/if - £*06 OS-/3 '■ 

HAD REQUESTED FOLLOWING PERSONS TO COME TO ATTICA JOINING OTHER 

CITIZENS AND PUBLIC FI6URES WHO HAVE ALREADY BEEN OF ASSISTANCE I 

_ r-i . ___' EC : 8 JL A SzzSSfT - 


TO ASSIST IN COMMUNICATIONS WITH PRISOI 


to SEP 15 197) 


PRISONERS WILL BE GIVEN FAIR TREATMENT t ~ c xo 

end page one lu, ALL INFQM^ION CONTAIN® - 

HEREIN ffUNCLASSlFIED x 

oAsmxm ,.... DATE tflulso 










PAGE TWO 


*£ &^EPgE£EBlAIlVE HERMAN BADILLO . TWENIYFIRST CONGRESSIONAL 



A. ROCKEFELLER FOR URBAN AFFAIRS ? 

ALL OF ABOVE PERSONS WERE AT PRISON AT FOUR THIRTY P .M . TODAY 
AND WERE CONFERRING WITH NYS ASSEMBLYMAN EVE 

AND OTHER OFFICIALS. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ; 

REMYTEL SEPT. TEN INSTANT AT S13^ ZERO SEVEN P.M. 

RE SAN FRANCISCO TELS SEPT. TEN INSTANT. 

BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS. 


END PAGE TWO 













PAGE THREE 

CLOSE LIASON BEING MAINTAINED WITH APPROPRIATE NYS DEPART¬ 
MENT ©F CORRECTION OFFICIALS AND NYSP AT SCENE. IN VIEW OF CURRENT 
CIRCUMSTANCES AT SCENE AND SINCE FULL SECURITY CANNOT BE GUARAN¬ 
TEED f ANY STATEMENTS BY KUNSTLER WILL NOT BE TAPE RECORDED. SUCH 

STATEMENTS WILL BE COVERED THROUGH AVAILABLE SOURCES AND REPORTED 

«* 

IN APPROPRIATE CASE FILE. * 



END 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

SEP 1 1197 ) Vc 


NR 004 SF CODE / 


4:17PM URGEfTK9/i 1/71 CRH 
TO: MR ECTOR 

/ ALBANY 
/ BUFFALO 


FROM 


NEW YORK 


SAN FRANCISCO (157- 




Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Sullivan_ 

Mr. Mohr._. 

Mr. Bishop_ 

Mr. Brennan CD— 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Dalbey_ 

Mr. Gale____ 

Mr. Ponder_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Wnlfova 

M r. Soyars_— 

Tele. Room-j 

Miss Holmes- 

Miss Gandy- 


rw\^A 

_ 


RIOT AT ATTICA STATE PRISON, NEW YORK, EM 


RE NEW YORK TELETYPE, SEPTEMBER ELEVEN, INSTANT. 
SAN FRANCISCO HAS NO INFORMATION INDICATING BPP 
CHAIRMAN, BOBBY SEALE OR THE TWO INDIVIDUALS TRAVELING 
WITH HIM WERE ARMED WHEN THEY DEPARTED SAN FRANCISCO. 


KPT FBI WASH 


S4SEP21 1 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED, ,sr km 
BATE 45 





Acini, data dclcbcl” 
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n r ^ trainor 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTiCAllOr 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTIOI 1 ' 


SEP 1 11971 


NR 82 1 NY CODE 
845PM URGEN^9-11-71 JPM 
TO DI^CTOR 
^/BUFFALO 
ALBANY 

FROM NEW YORK (157-NEW) 


RIOT AT ATTICA STATE PRISON NEW YORK, EM 


</ 




I0'\ 


! Mr. Tnlsnn I 

1 Mr. Felt-- 

3 Mr. Sullivan 
j Mr. 

j Hr. B’rhop_- 

' Mr.ErermanCD— 

Mr. C-llahan- 

Mr. Casper- 

Mr. Conrad- 

: Mr. Gale_ 

S ?!>_ j — .... _ r _ 

Mr. RoSen _. 

,| Mr. T _ 

: Mr. 'Walters_ 

Mr. S::y . .i_ 

i Tele. Room_ 

i Miss Holme*—_ 

Miss Gandy- 


PYY\v£&e- 


9 


A 


REFERENCE SAN FRANCISCO AND NEW YORK TEL NINE ELEVEN SEVEN!YONE. 
ON SEPTEMBER ELEVEN, INSTANT,CONFIDENTIAL SOURCES ADVISED THAT 

r 

THEY KNEW OF NO MEMBERS OF THE CLEAVER FACTION OF THE BPP WHO PLAN / 
TO TRAVEL TO ATTICA, NEW YORK IN CONNECTION WITH SHOWING SUPPORT FOR 
RIOTING PRISONERS. r>u/ 


ADMINISTRATION 

CONFIDENTIAL SOURCES CONTACTS ARE 



TRC FBI WDC 


EX-102 


REC-W) V¥ ~ 


IO SEP 15 1971 


Otj OJLt 

~ r MR. TRAtNOR 

VCr* ROOM 712-A 9- p '.D 











Jim: > % 


NR001 BU CODE 


SEP 111971 

TELETYPE 

12-55PM URGENT 9-1 1-71 

: / 

DJL 


JOj DIRECp^K ATTN DID 

VS ALBANY 

/ 

CHICAGO 


/ 

“ NEW YORK 

DETROIT 

SAN FRANCISCO 


b 

FROM BUFFALO C 157-1367) 

4P 



m 



Mr. Bishop_ 

Mr.BrennanCDJL 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Dalbey_ 

Mr. Gale- — 

Mr. Ponder- 

Mr. Rosen- 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Walter*- 

Mr. Soyars- 

Tele. Room- 

Miaa Holmes- 

Miss Gandy- - 


r///5S 


lliwil 


Attica, new york - jem. 

RELIABLE SOURCES HAVE FURNISHED FOLLOWING INFO: 

TEAM OF OBSERVERS, PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED, RE-ENTERED 
PRISON YARD TO CONFER WITH RIOTING INMATES ALONG WITH 
WILLIAM KUNTSLER AT ELEVEN THIRTYFIVE PM, SEPT. TEN, LAST. 
KUNTSLER DRIVEN FROM BUFFALO IN T^H^TIONAL AIRPORT TO 
ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY BY 




AT TWELVE FORTYFIVE AM, SEPT. EP ^VEN 

WHO ARRIVED WITH 


OBSERVERS 



) 1 




END PAGE ONE 
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IE TWO 


FORA"DEMOCRAT CHRONIi 


, DETROIT. MICH. 


HXC AND 


UNIV. OF NY A: 


-0 (SUMY i 


1EALCL 




ALL OBSERVERS WITH EXCEPTION OF 


□[ 


LEFT PRISON YARD FOUR TWENTYFIVE AM, SEPT. 


ELEVEN AFTER CONFERRING WITH RIOTING INMATES. WHILE IN 


PRISON YARD, KUNTSLER AGREED TO REPRESENT ALL RIOTING INMATES 


AS THEIR ATTORNEY. AT FIVE THIRTY AM, INSTANT, 

| WERE PERSUAD3^> BY OTHER OBSERVERS 
TO LEAVE PRISON YARD. NYS SENATOR JOHNVDUNN. ONE 


TO LEAVE PRISON YARD. US SENATOR JOHNXnuNN, ONE OF 

- - ■ ,1 

OBSERVERS, ADVISED WHILE IN PRISON YARD, DU 


DURING 


HIGHLY EMOTIONAL AND INFLAMMATORY SPEECH TO RIOTING PRISONERS, 


MADE STATEMENT THAT ALL WHITE MEN SHOULD BE KILLED. 


AFTER LEAVING YARD AND RETURNING TO ADMINISTRATION 


BLDG . , ATTICA PRISON , 


PLACED TELCAL IN EFFORT TO / 


CONTACT HUEY NEWTON AND TALKED TO 


ADVISED HER TO URGE NEWTON TO COME TO ATTICA, NY. AFTER 


CALLED NEWTON, ARTHER EVE, STATE ASSEMBLYMAN, 


BUFFALO, NY ADVISED OTHER MEMBERS OF TEAM OF OBSERVERS THAT 


1 


END PAGE TWO 














PAGE THREE 


HE RECEIVED CALL FROM NEWTON WHILE AT ATTICA ASKING HIM IF 
IT WAS SAFE TO COME TO ATTICA, EVE TOLD NEWTON HE WAS SURE 
OF HIS SAFETY. 

TEAM LEFT ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY SEVEN THIRTY AM, 
INSTANT, TO RETURN TWELVE NOON AT WHICH TIME THEY AGREED TO 
PICK FIVE-MAN TEAM FROM OBSERVERS AND FIVE-MAN TEAM FROM 
RIOTING INMATES TO CONTINUE NEGOTIATIONS. 

RIOTING PRISONERS DEMANDING CRIMINAL AMNESTY WHICH HAS 
BEEN REFUSED. 

P. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

REMYTEL, SEPT. TEN, LAST. _ 

RE CG TEL, SEPT. TEN, LAST, CAPTIONED 

AKA; ETAL (TRAVEL OF DEFENDANTS); ARL- 
CONSPIRACY; 00: CHICAGO." 

RELIABLE SOURCE ARE: 


END PAGE THREE 













PAGE FOUR 



BE DISCUSSED WITH USA, BUFFALO TO DETERMINE IF WARRANTS 
FURTHER ACTION UNDER ARL STATUTE. 

DETROIT FURNISH INDICES CHECK RE 

BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS. 

END 

EBR FBI WASH DC 
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Wtz*n BtOffT 9/12/71 CRH 


TO* DIRECTOR ttTTtlt DID> 


ALB AH 7 


BUFFALO (|97-!Sf7> 


% 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. Pelt_- 

Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Mohr__ 

Mr. Bishop_. 

Mr.BrennanCD_ 

Mr. Callahan.__ 

Mr. Casper__ 1 

Mr. Conrad. 

Mr. Dalbey_ 

Mr. Gale__ 

Mr. Ponder_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tavel 
Mr. Walters 

'Mr. Soyars_ 

Tele. Room 
Miss Holmes—,— 
Miss Gandy—1- 


CNICASO 


DETROIT 


it« fwnt 


* Sit FRANCISCO Cl97* ) 


*m AfWriCA ST Aft FRISOW » NEW YORK . EM. 



r*t*t fmmt advised §« early evening,©*- septibber TwavE 


TKAf AFTER BPP CHAIRMAN HUVplAU ARRIVED lACJOUT SAW 


FR ASCI 8*0 BAY 


FROM ATTICA PRISON 


/b6 
b7( 
/ j b7] 


TON’S' 


\ 


mmmm in Oakland CALIFORNIA . SEALE told newton and 


WAf *«***» lit NIETINO WITH THE PRISONERS IN ASP THE PRISONERS SAID 


THEY ML* NOT HARM THE «»ARD H0STA6ES UNTIL SEALE RETURNED TO 


TS.fi *'///’ 

ASF Af* W^A TRIP TO OAKLAND TO CONFER WITH CENTRAL COMMITTEE,, -*7 . 

^ «£c.a> _ <. __J 


I OF THE BPP . 



55 SEPV2 W71 


SHU* 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERON 1$ UNCLASSIFIED^' 4205 
MTL-3pafen BY Spiactfhfj 

? S3 1 87 5P5 CiiPmS 
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PAGE TWO 
ST 157* ) 


A SECOND SOURCE JMEPORTED THAT SEALE HAD ATTEMPTED TO CONTACT 


ATTORNEY WILL1AMWBH8T1 


ASP ON EVENING SEPTEMBER TWELVE 


INSTANT TO LET Hill KNOW SEALE WAS RETURNING TO ASP SO K0NSTLER 
COULD OBTAIN THE NECESSARY PERMISSION PROM ASP OFFICIALS FOR SEALE*S 
ENTRY INTO THE PRISON » KUNSTLER REPORTEDLY HAD DEPARTED ASF AND 
«ALE SPOKE WITH NEW YORK[~ 

_ABOUT SEALERS PLANNED RETURN TO ASP« 

SECOND SOURCE ALSO REPORTED THAT SEALE WILL HOLD A PRESS 
CONFERENCE ON fftOHT OF SEPTEMBER TWELVE INSTANT * POSSIBLY AT 


WtfE OF 


L DALY CITY CALIFORNIA PRIOR TO SEALES 


DEPARTURE FOR ASP. AY THIS PRESS CONFERENCE SEALE REPORTEDLY WILL 
READ A STATEMENT PREPARED BY SEALE* NEWTON* ANOf IN WHICH 

- 4 —- 

SEALE WILL SHY HE RETURNED TO OAKLAND BECAUSE THE PRISONERS AT ASP 
WASTED HIM TO DELIVER A MESSAGE TO THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE BPP 
AND THAI Ht {SCALE) IS RETURNING TO ASP WITh [ 

STATEMENT WILL CONTINUE THAT DURING SCALE’S MEETING WITH THE 
PRISONERS THEY INSISTED THEY WOULD NOT KILL OR RELEASE ANY OF THE 

GUARDS UNTIL SEALE RETURNS AND THE PRISONERS DEMAND THAT ALL POLITICAL 

PR I HNS 

Ml I SOWERS BE RELEASED FROM ASP AND FROM ALL.BBBEGINN • 

fV_ 

ING WITH BPP CHIEF OF STAFF DAVID HILLIARD, 

CALIFORNIA , I 













PAGE THREE 


SF 157- ) 

OR ELSE THEY WILL NOT RELEASE THE 
GUARDS* SOURCE MIS W#t KNOW IF THE FOREGOING DEMAND WAS ACTUALLY 
HADE BY TH E PRISONERS OR IF THIS WAS CONSTRUCTED 1Y SEALE, NEWTON, 

_ | DURING THEIR CONFERENCE AFTER SEALE *S RETURN* _ 

A THIRD SOURCE ABVISED THA^ _]SEALE 

*AL t*$ HAVE RESERVATIONS TO DEPART SAN FRANCISCO 

WfElNATIONAL AIRPORT AT TWELVE ZERO FINE A#</SEPTEMBER THIRTEEN 
NEXT ON AMERICAN AIRLINES (AA) FLIGHT ONE TWO TWO TO ARRIVE DETROIT 
MICHIGAN AT SIX ZERO EIGHT A«M* THEY WILL CATCH CONNECTING AA 
FLIGHT FOUR ONE SIX DEPARTING DETROIT AT SEVEN TEN A*M* ARRIVING; 
BUFFALO AT EIGHT FIVE EIGHT A«Jt* SEPTEMBER THIRTEEN NEXT • 
ADMINISTRATIVE* 

RE SFTEL SEPTIMBER TWELVE INSTANT AND BUFFALO TELCALL SAME 
DATE* 



THIRD SOURCE IS_ 

AA SAN FRANCISCO * 

I 

SAN FRANCISCO WILL FOLLOW ACTIVITIES OF SEALE AND WILL ADVISE 
IF SEALE DSMARTS SAN FRANCISCO FOR BUFFALO* 

END 

DCW 

m WASH DC 
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FROM! SAN FRANCISCO C157- 


RIOT AT ATTICA STATE PRISON^ HIE 


-J A 



Mr. Sullivan_ 

Mr. Mohr._ 

Mr. Bishop__ 

Mr. B rennanCD_ 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

| Mr. Conrad_ 

5 Mr. Dalbey_ 

Mr. Gale..-- 

Mr. Ponder- 

Mr. Bosen_ 

Mr. Tavel- 

Mr. Walters—— 

Mr. Soyars.- 

Tele. Boom- 

Miss Holmes- 

Miss Gandy — 


~Y\Vv 








IFF CHAIRMAN BOBBY SEALE AND TOO TRAVELINC CO! 


ARRIVED SAH FRA HCI SCO INTERNATIONAL 


AIRPORT OH TOTTED HTREYNES FLIC HI ONE TOO ONE FROM CHICAGO, 
ILLINOIS* AT THREE TEH P*M** SEFTEHBCR TWELVE INSTANT* AND WERE 
MET BY TOO BUCK HALES BIBIBB IN KNOWN BFF AUTOMOBILE* NO 
NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES MET SEALE AT AIRPORT AND THUS NO 
STATEMENTS BY KIM AFTER KIS ARRIVAL AT SAN FRANCISCO* 
ADMINISTRATIVE l 

RESFTEL SEPTEMBER ELEVEN LAST AND BUFFALO TELEPHONE CALL TO 
SAN FRANCISCO TWELVE INSTANT* 

ARRIVAL OF ABOVE INOIVIDUALS OBSERVED BY SA 
- _ 


ntr 






i*e m »bc A ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

X 1 HEREIN iS UNCLASSIFIED 


SEP 15 J971 








fr feu twt* 

10;4O PM URGENT 9-12-7fDAT 
TO DIRECTOR (ATTN? DID) 
Sa/FRANCISCO 
BOFFAL 


^ r 



2$jnfi 



Mr. Tolaor 
Mr. Felt- 


JFFALO (I57-13S7) 


information cow 

HEREIN IS iiNGtASslre 



C'fA'tt ft 


DATE - 4 q &- BY- 


Son rad.._ 

Mr. Dalbey_ 

Mr. Gale/ 


RIOT BY INMATES ^NE M YORK STAT E (NYS) CORRECTIONAL FACILITY. 



ATTICA* N.Y. EXTREMIST MATTER; 


FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY OF INFORMATION TO DATE* 

ON EVENIN6 OF SEPT. EIGHT LAST* FIGHT OCCURRED BE 
BLACK AND ONE WHITE AT CAPTIONED FACILITY WHICH IS 
SECURITY PRISON. BLACK INMATE' 


PLACED IN 


SOLITARY CONFINEMENT. 

DURING NIOHT * RUMOR SPREAD THROUGHOUT PRISON 


HAD 


BEEN ASSAULTED BY GUARDS. ON MORNING OF SEPT. NINE LAST* INMATES 
REFUSED TO SO TO BREAKFAST OR WORK ASSIGNMENTS AND RtCT ERUPTED • 


BY TWO P.M.* PRISONERS, NUMBERING APPROX. TWELVE HUNDRED, WERE IN T* 





CONTROL OF CELLBLOCKS B AND D OF PRISON WHILE AUTHORITIES CON¬ 
TROLLED THREE OTHER CELLBLOCKS AND THEIR INMATES. APPROX. FORTY- 
FOUR GUARDS AND CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES TAKEN AS HOSTAGES. EIGHT GUARDS 


)>> 

o 


a» 




BEATEN AOf^lN^JNttt DURING INITIAL STAGES OF RIOT. ONE 6UARD 


‘*YH 


SUBSEOUENTLY SUCCUMBED TO HEAD INJURIES ON SEPT. ELEVEN LAST. 


F^I&N V 


D^^POPULATION OF APPRO 


i\ 



?■ 




VE HUNDRED 


FIFTY IS FIFTYFIVE PERCENT BLACK AND _ 

FORTYFIVE PERCENT WHITE. RIOTERS C0lg^)2? F E I GHTY PERCENT BL^J^ 


NDRED 'L ,) 

93 * 0 ^ ——Tty 


EP ,17 1971 


AND TWENTY PERCENT WHITE WITH P 
FRELIMINARY ESTIMATE OF T 



L LEADERS BEING BLACK. 

it! 


As IN PROPERTY DAMAGE DUE TO 


ARSON AND OTHER ACTS HAS BEBft(f$DE4 VM »U 


END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

RIOTING PRISONERS POSSESSED TEAR GAS EQUIPMENT AND OTHER 
CONTRABAND WEAPONS SUCH AS TOOLS AND THREATENED TO KILL A HOSTAGE 
TOR EVERY SHOT FIRED AT THEM, APPROX. SIX HUNDRED SEVENTYFIVE 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS MOBILIZED TO ASSIST PRISON AUTHORITIES. 

INITIAL DEMANDS OF RIOTERS TO OBTAIN RELEASE OF HOSTAGES IN¬ 
CLUDED GUARANTEE OF NO REPRISALS AND TRANSPORTATION OF ALL BLACK 


PRISONERS TO A NEUTRAL COUNTRY. LATER DAMANDED REMOVAL OF! 


L ALSO DEMANDED HUEY NEWTON , MINISTER 


OF DEFENSE FOR BLACK PANTHER PARTY (BPP ) BE BROUGHT IN TO ADDRESS 

aurf ute7W / Darker, Hzu 

OSDt JUDGE JOHN T « CURTIN, WONY, ISSUED COURT ORDER SEPT. TEN 

LAST ORDERING NO ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION BE TAKEN AGAINST PRISONERS 
WITH CONSENT OF DEFENDANTS* 60V. NELSON ROCKEFELLER, COMMISSIONER 
OF CORRECTIONS RUSSELL 6 * OSWALD AND 


CORRECTIONS OFFICIALS REFUSE TO GUARANTEE NO CRIMINAL PROSECUTION 
OF RIOTERS. 

PRISONERS ALSO DEMANDED CERTAIN NAMED INDIVIDUALS BE APPOIN¬ 
TED AS COMMITTEE TO INSURE NO ADMINISTRATIVE REPRISALS TAKEN. 
TMOSMAMED INCLUDED "CMICAgV SEVEN" ATTORNEY WILLIAM^QNSTLER , 
BLACK NYS ASSEMBLYMAN ARTH FR^OA EVE OF BUFFALO; 


THE "AMSTERDAM NEWS " , NYC ; 


JOF THE "NEW YO RK TINES"t 



OF THE, ^EH0£Rj^i£jCHR0Nl!l3jLE", DETROIT, MlpH.» 


NATION OF 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


^ bY 


I8LAMj.NYC. ALSO DEMANDED WERE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BPP, THE 
END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

PRISONERS SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE, A PUBLICLY IDENTIFIED AFFILIATE 
OF YOUTH AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM, AND "PALENTE", THE OFFICIAL PUBA 
LICATION OF THE YOUNG LORDS PARTY IN NYC. 

CORRECTION AUTHORITIES WERE JOINED IN ATTEMPTS TO NEGOTIATE 
PRISONER DEMANDS BY REPRESENYATI VEQOF 60W. ROCKEFELLER, A NUMBER OF 
NYS LEGISLATORS , REPRESENTATIVES OF lVaL CIVIL RI6HTS AND MINIS¬ 


TERIAL GROUPS, KUNSTLER,[ 


lFALO LAW SCHOOL . AND 


JMAN KERMAN? 


tOV 


JLLC., tWlIItfliRSI.CD.NGEES&IQJtJJL JOISTRICX. NYC, AMONG OTHERS. J 

PtfiiT&SlL . y 

ON SEPT. ELEVEN LAST, BOBBY SEALE, CHAIRMAN OF THE 
ARRIVED AT PRISON FROM SAN FRANCISCO. AT PRESS CONFERENCE ON ARRIVAL 
IN BUFFALO, SEALE CHARACTERIZED DEMANDS OF PRISONERS AS "BAIL " 

REQUIRED FOR RELEASE OF "ARRESTED" HOSTAGES. 

AFTER INITIALLY BEING REFUSED ADMITTANCE, SEALE SUBSEQUENTLY 
PERMITTED TO TALK TO PRISONERS FOR SEVERAL MINUTES AND THEN DEPAR¬ 
TED. RETURNED TO PRISON ON SEPT. TWELVE INSTANT BUT TALKED ONLY TO 
ADMINISTRATION REPRESENTATIVES. SEALE LEFT BUFFALO FOR SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO THIS MORNING. 

NEGOTIATIONS TO RELEASE HOSTAGES UNPRODUCTIVE TO DATE SINCE 


PRISON AUTHORITIES WILL NOT GRANT CRIMINAL PROSECUTION IMMUNITY NOR 


REMOVE 


ALTHOUGH GUARANTEEING NO ADMINISTRATIVE 


ACTION AGAINST RIOTERS. 
END PAGE THREE 







AS OF TEH P.M. TODAY, NEGOTIATIONS CONTINUE WITH PRISONERS 
WHO NOW REQUEST PERSONAL APPEARANCE OF GOVERNOR ROCKEFELLER. NO 


COMMITTHENT HADE BY GOVERNOR OR MEMBERS OF STAFF . 

jSpREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS. 

fr-V 

END 

TRC FBI WD 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 


SUMMARY 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 

9/13/71 


D«te 


Attached relates to the prisoner mutiny 
at Attica State Prison, New York, where 
inmates have held guards hostage since 9/9/71. 
Majority of mutinous prisoners is black. Lpng 
list of unreasonable demands submitted as 
terms for release of hostages. State Officials 


but 


bowed to many of the unrealistic demands, 
have refused - " to grant cTTminal amnesty Ih 
this connection one guard died from injuries 
inf lated by 

State\ Officfckals have p 
of revolutionary extremists, 
prisoners to "negotiate" a 
secure release of the hostages. Included 
have been convicted Bl a ck Panther c jj tthro aft, 
Bobbv Seal e black[ 1 

Thpi 


litted a^Arad^ 
to visit the 
^ttlement and 


H 


j and convTcTecf sKvsTer ancJ moufhpipce 
for New Left extremists, 


William Kunstler. 


r 


Ridiculous demands include release of all 
prisoners t h r ou g hout the c ountry, particularly 
and jailed Black Panther leaders. 


It is obvious that New York State Officials 
have lost control of the situation at Attipa. 
After acceding to impossible demands the 
guards are still hostages. Late news reports 
indicate, however, that officers may now bs 
ready to storm the prison to regain controjl. 

Pertinent developments being included 
Summary to White House, Attorney General, 

Secret Service and military. Copies being 
given to Inter Division Inte^igence Unit bJ 
Department.. 0#' ^ 




TJS:ts 




~ 9r3 


rwni n^i 


1RP S ’ •=* / 


b6 

b7C 
















FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


SEP 131971 


NR 001 SF CODE 


I49AH 9R6ENT 


RECTOR 


TEUETYP 




(ATTN* DID) 

ALBANY BUFFALO (157-1547) /V | 

CMICAOO DETROIT 

NEW YORK AIL INFORMATION M 

SAN FRANCISCO (157*1949) HEREIN :S UNCLASSIFIED 


FROM 




Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. Felt _ 

Mr. Sullivan__ 

Mr. Mohr_ 

Mr. Bishop _ 

Mr.BrennanCD_ 

Mr. Callahan,_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. C*nrad_ 

Mr. Dalbay..___ 

Mr. Gale_ 

Mr. Ponder_ 

Mr. Rosen_._ 

Mr. Tavol_ 

Mr. Walters._,— 

Mr. P r s- 

i Tele. Room_ 

I Mies H . .s- 

Miss Gandy- 


DATE 


RIOT 


*i4?n 





IC> STATE PRISON, «W TORE 


, Li, 


w 


IN IIS ELEVEN F*H* NEWS PUN RAM ON SEPTENER TWELVE LAST, / 

TELCOUION STATION KMI REPOSTED THAT B ft CHAIRMAN BOBBY SEALE J QJ 

MAD NELB A FRISK CONFERENCE AT TMX MONK OF BFF | | 

_J)N NtORT OF SCFTCHBCR TWELVE AT WHICH SEALE TOLD OF HIS ' 

HCCTIN WITH THE FRTOONSRf IB ATTICA STATE PRISON (ASP). A 

PORTION OF THE PRESS CONFERENCE WAS BROADCAST VIA V1DSOTAPE ^ 

WHICH INCLUDED SEALE STATIN THAT PRISONERS IN ASF WANT ALL 

PRISONRS WHO HAST TO LEAN THEIR FRISON TO BE RELEASED* 

AND TM1Y WANT ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS AROUND THE COUNTRY TO BE RELEASED, 
ABB THAT THEY SPECIFICALLY WAHtEP[ _ [bFP CHIEF OF STAFF 

DAVID HILLIARD. A HD OTHER 

--- $-0&C>S-AD 

POLITICAL PRISONERS WHOSE NANS llf>^ NOT ^Jtj^lECALL RElEAggj^_ 

SEALE STATES THE PRISOHEN SAlB THAT IF THE POLITICAL "PRISONERS 

ARE NT RELEASED AND IF ANYTHIN HAPTENS TO THE SWARDS THE STATE 

__ 6 SEP 1 G 1971 

CUD PNC ONE 














PACE TWO 
SP I37M5C9 


PRISON WOULD SE GUILTY OF NBRBER AND MUST BE CHARRED TOO WITH BORDER. 

SCALE WAS ASKED IF BE DID BOX TRIBE THIS BEBABB BY THE 
PRISONERS WAS A LITTLE WBttALISTIC SINCE SOME OF THE PEOPLE 
MENTIONED ARE IN JAIL IB CALIFORNIA AND ARE NOT BBBER THE 
JORISBICTtOB OF THE STATE OF BEN YORK ABB BE REPLIED THAT ANY 
DECISION IB TEAT ABOARD IS LEFT BP TO THE PRISONERS AND TREY 
RIGHT NOT THINE IT IS BBBEALISTIC. 

|WAS ASEED WHAT HIS ROLE WORLD BE 
iVIVtlRI THAT THE 


WHEN ME ACCOMPANIED SCALE TO 




CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF TBS BPP MET AFTER SCALE*S RtTWINED TO 
OAKLAND BBRIM AFTEROBOO OF SCPTCIttR TWELVE ABB THAT THE 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE THEN CONTACTED RIB AND ASKED IF BE WORLD 
ACCOM BY SEALE TO ASP TO BARE CERTAIN THAT TEE INMATES WILL 

RAVE REPRESENTATION f BOTE POLITICALLY ABB LCOALLY OB BEHALF 

' - 

OF THEMKLVU BY TEE BPP* IT WAS ALSO REPORTER BAIB THAT 


NEW YORE BOVERBOR NELSON ROCIEFCLLER WAS OBILTY OF MALFEASANCE 
fi OFFICE FOA MIS REFUSAL TO TALK WITH THE 1WHITES ABB BRANT TRIM 

AMNESTY ABB FBR HIS PART IB PERPSTOAT!WO TEE C0001TIR8 IN THE 

N 

PRISON. 

END PABE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 
SP 157-19C9 


SEALE 


DEPARTED SAN FRANCISCO AIRPORT 


ON AMERICAN AIRLINES FLIGHT ONE TWO TWO AT TWELVE ZERO FIVE AM 
SEPTEISER THIRTEEN SEVENTY ONE IN ROUTE TO BUFFALO HEW YORK AS 
PREVIOUSLY REPORTED* 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

RE SF TELS SEPTEMBER TWELVE LAST* 


AGENTS WHO OBSERVED DEPARTURE OF SEALE 





BUFFALO FOLLOW REPORT ACTIVITIES OF SEALE 


WHILE WITHIN THAT DIVISION* 


END 

FBI WA DCW 
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5-113 ( 1 - 10 - 61 ) 


Domestic Intelligence division 


Attached relates to prison 
uprising at Attica, New York, 
and, among other details, states 
that 40 deaths have occurred at 
the prison. Nine hostages were 
killed by knives and 31 inmates 
killed. Law enforcement 
officers have secured control 
of the prison. 


Pertinent portions of attached 
being furnished President, Attorney 
General, the military, Secret 
Service, and other interested 
agencies of government by teletype 


today, 


JFMrCSH 


l—l —* 

... 


-s u A 

V.,/: 











federal; bureau, of investigation 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

sepvQ/1 


Mr. Tolffort*- 
Mr. Felfe_4 
l Mr.. Sjljftivan 


ilivan—_y 


HR 003 BU CODE 



URGENT 9-13-71 AMS 


TO Iff RECTOR ATTENTION DID 


57*1367) 2P 


FROM BUFFALO 


RIOT BY INMATES ^NEW Y0R1 
NT, EXTREMIST MATTER^ 




'Mrt B rennan CD_ 

Mr. Callahan—_ 

Mr. Casper__ 

Mr. -Conrad_ 

MtflDalbey- 

I mv.lG&W - 

| Mrf Vender-yS~- 
i fir'VWn Y _ 

Mr. Walters — 
Mr. P-'yars- 

Tele. Room 
Miss Holmes -— 

Miss Gandy-- 


4 H> Miller, t 

, ATTICA / i fcdaclai 


Cleveland / 


‘X \ 


Qj> 



A lfljLlf%LE SOURCE ADVISED TODAY AS FOLLOWS l 
FOLL^lip5^5AULT BY NEW YORK STATE POLICE ON RIOTOUS INMATES 
IN PRISON ^F^r^ERSONS DEAD. DEAD INCLUDE NINE HOSTAGES KILLED f 

BY KNIVES A# TR^pTY^HE INMATES. FOUR NEW YORK STATE POLICEMEN Y^(f[ 
INJURED. NuStfROUpIlftflfES INJURED, WITH FIFTY HOSPITALIZED, AND w 

. Sco .;X 

AN ESTIMATED ONE H^JdrId $IFTY ON STRETCHERS AWAITING ADMISSION TO (j 
HOSPITAL. REMAlNIN£T|j!NTY NINE HOSTAGES HOSPITALIZED FOR GAS AND q 

MINOR INJURIES. ^ Si 45 y 

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS HAVE SECURED CONTROL OF PRISON, 

- ff- SJZLkJ? 

INCLUDING CELL BLOCKS " AND "D", FORMERLY HELD BY RIOTERS. 

1 S3 Scr i 5 mi) 

INMATES CURRENTLY BEING STRIP-SEARCHED AND SEARCH OF FACILITY 

^ ‘*MM*M*li**.Tt* K. ■ 

BEING MADE FOR CONTRABAND• FIVE HUNDRED PRISONERS BEING TRANSFERRED 


TODAY TO GREEN HA.VEN C 


ONAL FACILITY, WESTCHESTER CO., NY. 


ASSAULT FORCE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS INCLUDED SIX 

E»D PAGE iocludsd In%■—ft“ > 

and Attorney General. Date^ 

, 4 e- J "Vl 071 I— —-Tl 


' c « 









RA6E TWO 
BU 157-1367 

WNDRED NYSP TROOPERS ASSISTED BY ESTIMATED THREE TO FOUR HUNDRED 
DEPUTY SHERIFFS AlfD FOUR HU HD RED HEW YORK STATE NATIONAL GUARDSMEN. 
HO ADDITIOHAL ESTIMATE AVAILABLE FOR PROPERTY DAMAGE OTHER THAN 
ORIGINAL ESTIMATE OF TWO MILLION DOLLARS. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

REMYTELS AND TELCALLS TODAY. 

RELIABLE SOURCE is | 

BUREAU WILL BE PROMPTLY ADVISED OF FULL DEVELOPMENTS. 


GXC FBI WASHDC 


<ie. Hmj ■ O 












L 


ev. 7-12-71) 

TREAT AS YELLOW ^ 


FBI 


Date: 113171 


□ I 

□ 



fViorlTy 


Transmit the message that follows by coded teletype: ^ (Field only) 

TO: ^^atTf^PRESIDENT 

u^htjTvtc E PRESIDENT 

□ATT.:_□ 

□ WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 
□ATT.: 


FIELD DISSEMINATION 



□ SECRETARY OF STATE 



□ DIREC TOIfl 

Director, defense intelligence agency 

□ AND NATIONAL INDICATIONS CENTER ^ 

S^JJPARTMENT OF THE ARMY FEDERAL BUREAU OF 

CS#tfKVRTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE SEP 131971 

- _- 

rTs. SECRET SERVICE (PID) 

GENfRALJBY MESSENGER). L 





P 


From: DIRECTOR, FBI 
Classification: A ^r\£cl 


^ t Are 




b7E 


Subject: 


tolson . 
poll. 


«+- ATftcA, Mg 



Sullivan . 

.tohr_ 

Bishop _ 






Brennan, C.D. 

jallahan _ 

lasper_ 

Bonrad-- 

)albey .-- 

Tale -- 

’onder 


ST 104 

(Text of message begins on next page.) ® SEP 15 1971 


2^ 


■ iiHu 



Approved 


TYPE UNIT 


















JB 05 5 :23PM 9-lJ^l RSC 
PLAINTEXT PRIORITY 


TO 

TO 

TO 

TO 

TO 

TO 

TO 

TO 

TO 


THE PRESIDENT 
THE VICE PRESIDENT 

DIRECTOR, DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
NAVAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE 
U. S. SECRET SERVICE CP ID) 

ATTORNEY GENERAL (BY MESSENGER) 


b7 


FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI 


UNCLASSIFIED 


PRISON UPRISING AT ATTICA, NEW YORK 


PRISON UPRISING AT ATTICA, NEW YORK: AS OF TWO 
TWENTYEIGHT P.M. TODAY, PRISON AT ATTICA, NEW YORK, WAS 


END PAGE ONE 











PAGE TWO 


> 




UNCLASSIFIED 

SECURED BY POLICE AUTHORITIES. TOTAL OF FORTY KILLED, NINE OF 
WHOM WERE HOSTAGES. HOSTAGES ALL DIED OF KNIFE WOUNDS TO 
THROAT. THIRTYONE INMATES KILLED. REMAINING HOSTAGES, TOTALING 
TWENTYNINE, ALL REMOVED TO HOSPITAL AND BEING TREATED FOR 
EXPOSURE TO GAS AND ASSORTED INJURIES. FOUR NEW YORK POLICE 
OFFICERS INJURED. FIFTY PRISON INMATES PRESENTLY BEING GIVEN 
TREATMENT FOR INJURIES AT PRISON HOSPITAL. AN ESTIMATED 
ONE HUNDRED FIFTY MORE PRISON INMATES ARE ON STRETCHERS 
AWAITING MEDICAL TREATMENT. 

REPORTEDLY FIVE HUNDRED OF INMATES PRESENTLY AT 
PRISON ARE BEING TRANSFERRED TODAY TO GREENHAVEN, NEW YORK, 

STATE PRISON FACILITY IN WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NEW YORK. 

FORCE EMPLOYED TO SECURE PRISON INCLUDED SIX HUNDRED STATE 
TROOPERS, THREE TO FOUR HUNDRED DEPUTY SHERIFFS, AND FOUR 
HUNDRED MEMBERS OF NEW YORK STATE NATIONAL GUARD. POLICE 
AUTHORITIES REMAIN ON DUTY TO MAINTAIN PRISON SECURITY. 

TOTAL DAMAGE TO THIS PRISON NOT PRESENTLY KNOWN, BUT ESTIMATED 
IN EXCESS OF TWO MILLION DOLLARS. 

BT 
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' APPROVED BY SA 
KPT 

FBI WA 








FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIONAL 
*' ® COMMUNICATIONS SECTION® 

SEP 131971 

TELETYPE 

545 PM 9-13-71 EBR 
PRIORITY 

TOl THE PRESIDENT 004 
TOt THE VICE PRESIDENT 

TOl DIRECTOR, DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 004 

TOt DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 004 

TOl DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 004 

TOl NAVAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE 004 

TOt U. S. SECRET SERVICE (PID) 004 

TOl ATTORNEY GENERAL (BY MESSENGER) 

TOl 

FROMi DIRECTOR, FBI 


b 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PRISON UPRISING AT ATTICA, NEW YORK 

PRISON UPRISING AT ATTICA, NEW YORK: AS OF TWO 


TWENTYEIGHT P.M. TODAY, PRISON AT ATTICA, NEW YORK, WAS 
END PAGE ONE 










PAGE TWO 


UNCLASSIFIED 


SECURED BY POLICE AUTHORITIES. TOTAL OF FORTY KILLED, NINE OF 
WHOM WERE HOSTAGES. HOSTAGES ALL DIED OF KNIFE WOUNDS TO 
THROAT, THIRTYONE INMATES KILLED. REMAINING HOSTAGES, TOTALING 
TWENTYNINE, ALL REMOVED TO HOSPITAL AND BEING TREATED FOR 
EXPOSURE TO GAS AND ASSORTED INJURIES. FOUR NEW YORK POLICE 
OFFICERS INJURED. FIFTY PRISON INMATES PRESENTLY BEING GIVEN 
TREATMENT FOR INJURIES AT PRISON HOSPITAL. AN ESTIMATED 
ONE HUNDRED FIFTY MORE PRISON INMATES ARE ON STRETCHERS 
AWAITING MEDICAL TREATMENT. 

REPORTEDLY FIVE HUNDRED OF INMATES PRESENTLY AT 
PRISON ARE BEING TRANSFERRED TODAY TO GREENHAVEN, NEW YORK, 

STATE PRISON FACILITY IN WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NEW YORK. 

FORCE EMPLOYED TO SECURE PRISON INCLUDED SIX HUNDRED STATE 
TROOPERS, THREE TO FOUR HUNDRED DEPUTY SHERIFFS, AND FOUR 
HUNDRED MEMBERS OF NEW YORK STATE NATIONAL GUARD. POLICE 
AUTHORITIES REMAIN ON DUTY TO MAINTAIN PRISON SECURITY. 


TOTAL DAMAGE TO THIS PRISON NOT PRESENTLY KNOWN, BUT ESTIMATED 
IN EXCESS OF TWO MILLION DOLLARS. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

SEP 131971 



1 


TELETYPE 

546PM 9-13-71 E3R 

PRIORITY 

TO: THE PRESIDENT 
TO: THE VICE PRESIDENT 

TO: DIRECTOR, DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

TO: NAVAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE 

TO: U. S. SECRET SERVICE (PID) 

TO: ATTORNEY GENERAL (BY MESSENGER) 


FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PRISON UPRISING AT ATTICA, NEW YORK 

PRISON UPRISING AT ATTICA, NEW YORK: AS OF TWO 
TWENTYEIGHT P. M. TODAY, PRISON AT ATTICA, NEW YORK, WAS 


END PAGE ONE 









'VIpaGE TWO UNCL^klFIED ^ 

* 

'SECURED BY POLICE AUTHORITIES. TOTAL OF FORTY KILLED, NINE OF 
WHOM WERE HOSTAGES. HOSTAGES ALL DIED OF KNIFE WOUNDS TO 
THROAT. THIRTYONE INMATES KILLED. REMAINING HOSTAGES, TOTALING 
TWENTYNINE, ALL REMOVED TO HOSPITAL AND BEING TREATED FOR 
EXPOSURE TO GAS AND ASSORTED INJURIES. FOUR NEW YORK POLICE 
OFFICERS INJURED. FIFTY PRISON INMATES PRESENTLY BEING GIVEN 
TREATMENT FOR INJURIES AT PRISON HOSPITAL. AN ESTIMATED 
ONE HUNDRED FIFTY MORE PRISON INMATES ARE ON STRETCHERS 
AWAITING MEDICAL TREATMENT. 

REPORTEDLY FIVE HUNDRED OF INMATES PRESENTLY AT 
PRISON ARE BEING TRANSFERRED TODAY TO GREENHAVEN, NEW YORK, 

STATE PRISON FACILITY IN WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NEW YORK. 

FORCE EMPLOYED TO SECURE PRISON INCLUDED SIX HUNDRED STATE 
TROOPERS, THREE TO FOUR HUNDRED DEPUTY SHERIFFS, AND FOUR 
HUNDRED MEMBERS OF NEW YORK STATE NATIONAL GUARD. POLICE 
AUTHORITIES REMAIN ON DUTY TO MAINTAIN PRISON SECURITY. 

TOTAL DAMAGE TO THIS PRISON NOT PRESENTLY KNOWN, BUT ESTIMATED 
IN EXCESS OF TWO MILLION DOLLARS. 

BT 













FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

SEPl3197Uy^ 
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KfeBK $ musm 


NR 00 4 BU CODE 

^tfl^PM URGENT 9-13-71 DAT 
TO DIRECTOR (ATTN: DID) URGENT 
NEW YORK 
CHICAGO 

SAN FRANCISCO (NY, CG , SF ) NITEL 
FROM BUFFALO (157-13S7) 3P 


RIOT BY INMATES PnEW YORK STATE (NYS ) CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 





Mr. T< 

Mr. _ 

Mr.^sAiivnn 



MiTB j-onn a\CD— 

Mr. Callahan- 

Mr. Casper- 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Do -y 
Mr. Gale 
Mr. P .'oj 
Mr. Rosei 
I Mr. Tavel— 
^Mr. Walters- 
Mr. Soyars 
Tele. Room„„. 
Miss Holmes.. 
Miss Gandy — 
Miller— 



S3er, 

Mr. Cleveland 


ATTICA, N.Y, EXTREMIST MATTER. 

®Jl±±jec^ S+xic, fr iccn 

/Veto Yo£t- STATE Qjt / / A/<y< 

A JWS POLICE SOURCE ADVISED THAT” AS””5F FOUR FIFTEEN PM TODA^ 
/»^NE HOSTAGES AND THIRTYFIVE INMATES WERE DEAD FOLLOWING POLICE- ^ 
/ASSAULT ON RIOTERS IN PRISON. TWELVE OR THIRTEEN ADDITIONAL INMATES 
WERE NOT EXPECTED TO LIVE. ANOTHER NINETYTWO OR NINETYTHREE INMATES 
ARE INJURED, EXACT CONDITION UNKNOWN AS YET. NEWSPAPER ARTICLE IN¬ 




DICATES ALL HOSTAGES KILLED HAD THROATS SLIT AND SOME HAD BEEN CAS- 

EX-102 


trated . 

AT P 




ODAY at home of 


3EEN 



EALE . CH A_I RMAJL.OE BLACK. PANTHER, 

ACCUSED GOV. NELSON A ; 



PARTY (BPP {_ 

ROCKEFELJ.ER OF GUILT IN KILL'?^!^ 

NOT 00 JhO , f RLSON TO'DISCUSS MAtto , ACCORDING TO NEWS MEDIA . 

“ I i Z " T f'M ! -i - t 


IT ATTICA SINCE ROCKEFELLER WOULD 





BLE SOURCk ADVISED TODAY THAT SEALE 

IRPORT FIVE EIGHTEEN PM, EST , TODAY ON 
Included in * 


dISTr^ed 


A dm. data deleted" 


\rf to White Hou^e / 

/T : ' /**’’ * 

and Attorney General. Date y / ’ 1, 

7V 









. < . W*'*'" 

* > 




PAGE TWO 

UNITED AIRLINE FLIGHT THREE EIGHT NINE ARRIVING CHICAGO, ILL., 

FIVE FOURTY PM CST . THEY ARE SCHEDULED TO LEAVE CHICAGO SIX FIF- 

5 

TEEN PM ON UNITED AIRLINE FLIGHT ONE THREE ONE AND ARRIVE SAN 

A 

FRANCISCO, CALIF., EIGHT THIRTYFIVE PM, PST, TODAY. 

A THIRD RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED TODAY THAT "CHICAGO SEVEN" 

ATTORNEY WILLIAfl^WI^TLER IS gCfflibm.En TO ADDRESS RALLY IN SUPPORT 
OF PRISONERS ON CAMPUS OF STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK AT BUFFALO 
AT EIGHT PM TONIGHT. 

BY SUITABLE PRETEXT, IT WAS ASCERTAINED NO BUSSES DEPARTED 
HEADQUARTERS > Ol^BUJLD V ^WUJLJJNITX„IIinEP.EfiDENCE LIBERTY DIGNITY), J/, 


LOCAL CIVIL RIGHTS GROUP, FOR ATTICA TODAY BUT THAT ORGANIZATION 
WOULD HOLD EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING THIS EVENING. 

SCHEDULED FOUR PM RALLY AT NIAGARA SQUARE, BUFFALO , SPONSORED 
B>)(a S HOC COMMITTEE TO SUPPORT ATTICA PRISONERS^BU^ALO RIGHTS / 
ACTION GROUP, LOCAL CIVIL RIGHTS GROUP, AND BUFFALO CHAPTER OF 


NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD, FAILED TO MATERIALIZE. HOWEVER, AT FOUR 
W TODAY A CROWD OF APPROX. ONE HUNDRED FIFTY PERSONS ATTENDED RALLY 
IN LAFAYETTE SQUARE, BUFFALO, NY, SPONSORED SOLIDARITY 

C OMMITTEE OF BUFFALO CHAPTER TO HEAR SPEAKERS WHO WERE 

OFFERING SUPPORT OF PRISONERS AT ATTICA STATE PRISON. BUFFALO 


/V, 


CHAPTER YOUTH AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM ©C , YAWF) IS THE YOUTH GROUP 
END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

OF BUFFALO BRANCH , WORKERS WORLD PARTY (BB , WWP ). RALLY WAS 

OF.PRISONERS solid- 


ADDRESSED BY WILLIAM KUNSTLER ANti 


ARITY COMMITTEE OF N EW YORK CITY, WHO WERE MEMBERS OF NEGOTIATING 

N.V/, 


COMMITTEE AT ATTICA STATE PRISON. 

WHEN BUFFALO POLICE ATTEMPTED TO STOP SPEAKERS FROM USING 
LOUD SPEAKER WITHOUT PERMIT, PARTICIPANTS INTERFERED WITH POLICE 
OFFICERS AND MELEE ERUPTED. POLICE DISPERSED GATHERING. APPROX. 
TWELVE DASH THIRTEEN DEMONSTRATORS ARRESTED. TWO POLICEMEN REC¬ 
EIVED MINOR INJURIES. NO INFO AVAILABLE AS YET RE POSSIBLE INJUR¬ 
IES TO DEMONSTRATORS . 


-ADMINISTRATIVE 


REMYTELS AND TELEPHONE CALLS TODAY. RE CHICAGO TEL TODAY 
CAPTIONED 


AKA, ETAL (TRAVEL OF DEFENDANTS); 


ARL-CONSPIRACY; COC ;" RE BUFFALO TELCALL TO SAN FRANCISCO 
TODAY. 


SECOND SOURCE IS 


•NITED AIRLINES , BUFFALO INTL . AIRPORT• (BY REQUEST). 


THIRD SOURCE IS FORMER 


RALLY AT LAFAYETTE SQUARE OBSERVED BY BUREAU AGENTS. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


b6 § 
b7C 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


END 


/a n M. TRAIN OR 
L '^ / ROOM 712-A 9&D’ 

EBM FBI WA CLR 













C T 

IP 



FEI 


BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNICATIONS SECTION 


SEP 1 






P K 

r.JfrBTinapCD— 
r. Callaflan 
Mr. Casper— 


NR 002 BU co 





TO DIJfcCTOR 
FROM BUFFALO 


U53PM URGENT 0-13-71 AMS ^ 
ATTENTION DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVIS 
(157-1367) 3P 



Mr. Conrad 
Mr. Dalbey— 
MA. Gale 





SCT-'S 

tosen~lf— 

Pavel_ 

1 Mr. Walters— 
Mr. Soyars — 

Tele. Room— 


/ 


Miss Holmes- 
Miss Gandy- 


Pt+-hcf’ 

RIOT BY INMATES j^NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, ATTICA 
NT, EXTREMIST MATTER« 



p MrT Cleveland 



AS OF TWELVE NOON TODAY EFFORTS STILL BEING MADE BY STATE 
AUTHORITIES AND NATIONAL GUARD PERSONNEL TO SECURE AREAS HELD BY U 


1 


inmates* thirty tw?h£tages have been freed, seven of whom 

SIX HOSTAGESVflLL UNACCOUNTED FOR. NATIONAL GUARD 


mi mm* 

* 

TROOPS ON HAND INCL^Eglg^IE HUNDRED MEDICAL CORPS PERSONNEL. 
REQUEST HAS BEEN M^K ALL AVAILABLE AREA AMBULANCES TO REPORT 
TO SCENE. UNKNOWN TIMBER OF CONVICTS HAVE BEEN INJURED. 

LOCAL NEWS MEDIA BROADCASTS INDICATE EIGHT HOSTAGES WERE 

■ Vtr* 

DEAD AFTER HAVING THROATS SLIT AND THAT A TOTAL OF THIRTY THREE 
HOSTAGES HAVE BEEN ACCOUNTED 
IN PRISON, HAVING BARRICADED SELVES 



^N BUILDt#fc Iff POLICE OFFICERS . , RtC‘15 


OR.. -PfKSMgRC STILL HOLD "D" BLOCK 

ELVES IN AND ARE RESISTING ASSAULTS 
nrntfc ^J~T ' nJZ 



-A 


BtAClt WittHER PARTY ©PP 

-l 2l £ 




AN BOBBY SEALE, WITtffcSE 


b6 

b7C 


, WHO ARRIVED IN BUFFALO THIS MORNING EN“ROUTE TO- 


END PAGE ONE 
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mr. wiu'trk f£$ TVf. Director 
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PAGE TWO 
BU 157-1567 

ATTICA , MAS SCHEDULED PRESS CONFERENCE AT ^JWELVE THIRTY PM AT 
KENMORE , JY , RESIDENCE OF j | » 

A RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED TODAY THAT BUFFALO CIVIL RIGHTS 
ORGANIZATION BUILD (BUILD UNITY, INDEPENDENCE, LIBERTY AND DIGNITY) 
ISSUED STATEMENT EARLY TODAY SUPPORTING PRISONERS* DEMANDS AND HAS 
SCHEDULED BUSES TO 60 TO ATTICA AT TWELVE NOON, TWO AND FOUR PM 
TO DEMONSTRATE SUPPORT OF PRISONERS, 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF REV YORK AT 
BUFFALO (SUNYAB) CHAPTER OF STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY (SDS) 
ARE DISSEMINATING LEAFLETS CALLING FOR A MOTORCADE TO DEPART AT 
THREE PM TODAY FOR ATTICA TO DEMONSTRATE SUPPORT FOR THE PRISONERS, 
LEAFLETS ARE BE1N6 DISTRIBUTED AT SUNYAB CAMPUS ANNOUNCING 
A RALLY IN SUPPORT OF THE ATTICA PRISONERS TO BE HELD AT NIAGARA 
SQUARE, BUFFALO, NY, AT FOUR PM TODAY SPONSORED BY THE AD HOC 
COMMITTEE TO SUPPORT ATTICA PRISONERS; THE BUFFALO RIGHTS ACTION 
GROUP ©RAG), A LOCAL CR GROUP; AND THE BUFFALO CHAPTER OF THE 
NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD, 

A SECOND RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED TODAY THAT LOCAL YOUTH 
AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM (YAWF) , THE YOUTH FRONT-GROUP OF THE 
END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 



B0 157-1367 

WORKERS WORLD PARTY <WWP > # HAS SCHEDULED A RALLY FOR FOUR THIRTY 
FW TODAY AT LAFAYETTE SQUARE, BUFFALO, NY, IN SUPPORT OF THE 
PRISONERS. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

REMYTEL AND TELCALLS TODAY. 

INFORMATION RE PROPOSED RALLIES AND DEMONSTRATION OUTLINED 
NAS BEEN DISSEMINATED TO NEW YORK STATE POLICE AND LOCAL 
AUTHOROTIES . 

FIRST SOURCE UTILIZED IS 


SECOND SOURCE IS FORMER | 

BUREAU WILL BE PROMPTLY ADVISED OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 

END 

RSP FBI WSH DC 
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foNaTRATIOis AX OFFICE OF GOVERNOR ROCKEFELLER', NYC, 


BY yiEINAM PEACE PARApE.COMMIT TEE_ AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 0 



SEPTEMBER THIRTEEN SEVENTY ONE, IN CONNECTION WIJH ^ 

CORRECTIONAL FACILITY .RIO TS-; IS-NEW LEFT; 

' ON SEPTEMBER THIRTEEN, INSTANT, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, O, 

■' * ' i •• 

WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, FURNISHED 
IN F OR M AT I ON T H A T VIE T N A M PEACE PA R ACE C 0 K H I T.TEE, (VP P C) ADVISED 

THAT DEMONSTRATION WAS TO TAKE PLACE hT Up FICE Of CO VEfiiPDR . 

• \ ■. / 

ROCKEFELLER INSTANT DATE, FIVE pft, REGARDING SITUATION AT ATTICA, 
NEW YORK. 

THE 7PPC IS A NYC BASED ORGANIZATION WHICH HAS 

? & • 

ORGANIZED AND PARTICIPATED IN ANTI - VIET NAM W.AS DEMONSTRATIONS, 

A f 4 ^ 

IN KYC ELSEWHERE. 



REC 25 ■' 

ON INSTANT DATE, A SiiCOND AND THIRD CONFIDENT-1AL 


.. 12 SEP 15 1371 


SOURCES, WHO HAVE FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION THE .PAST, 


<V 


fs-wW' *••«* * »v ;r* 


ADVISED A WOMENS LIBERATION MOVEMENT GROUP KNOWN .AS MADAM fcINH 
BRIGADE WAS GOING TO PARTICIPATE IN A DEMONSTRATION AT’.GOVERNOR 


R 0 0 K t* • &L* L si. i v NYC OFFICE, TWENTY TWO WEST FIFTY FIFTH STREET.D 

w' 1 ■ • • _ 

Not REcor-v;^:u 


END 


. .. pa i * 

iiD i'NRGF. pliiL O T id' 
r.P‘iSu? « i ^ 
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0 


»•«*»£. i i. - 

THE TSi i.,'0 COFI 0 ci-ii'XAL SOURCE STATED MADAM BINH 
SR 16ADc IS GROUP OF WOKEN WHO HAVE ORGANIZED AROUND THE GEGhGE 
JACKooiv uLAYIr.u IN CALIFORNIA ADD THE ATTICA' PRISON RIOT. FROM 
THIS IHEIK ACTION WILL PROBABLY REVOLVE AROUND GENERAL PRISON 
REFORM THE tic. 

A THIRD CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE,' INSTANT DATE, WHO HAS 

fr ? * 

FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED YOUTH AGAINST 
WA$ AND FASCISM CYAWF) WILL PARTICIPATE IN A DEMONSTRATION AT 


GOVERNOR ROCKEFELLERS OFFICE, NYC. 


. . ' v 


YAWF IS YOUTH GROUP OF WORKERS WORLD |'ARTY . C.WWP). 
WWP, FOUNDED NINETEEN FIFTY NINE BY INDIVIDUALS WHO 
DISAGREED WITH THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY CSWP). 

SWP HAS SEEN DESIGNED PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE ORDER 
ONE ZERO FOUR FIVE ZERO. 

• • 

END PAGE TWO 








FAQ E 


C i AL AQsiiil'S OF THE FBI OBSERVED A DEMONSTRATION ON 


WEST FIFTY FIFTH STREET IN FRONT OF GOVERNOR ROCKEFELLER'S OFF 
At FIVc PM, APPROXIMATELY FIFTY INDI VI DUALS PICKET LD IN A 
BARRICADED AREA IN FRONT CF. TWENTY TWO WEST FIFTY FIVE STREET. 
BETWEEN FIVE PH ALT' SIX PH A MAXIMUM .OF FIVE HUNDRED PEOPLE 
MARCHED ADD CHANTED AT The ABOVE LOCATION. THE ONLY 

organization identified by Banners add leaflets was the Yawf, 

WHOSE BAwwER SIGNING PRISONERS SGLIoJrITY COMMITTEE STATED 


"TEAR DOWN THE JAILS". ALTHOUGH THE if CROWD WAS VERY VOCAL, THERE 

$ ' * * 

WERE NO INCIDENTS UNTIL SIX PM WHEN THE POLICE.BARRICADES WERE 
OVERTURNED AND THE GROUP OF DEMONSTrJmIORS PROCEED WEST ON 

FIFTY FIFTH STREET TO SIXTH AVENUE AND THEN SOUTH ON SIXTH 

ij 

AVENUE WHERE THEY MARCHED DOWN THE MIDDLE OF THE STREET DELAYING 
TRAFFIC AND CONTINUING THEIR CHANTS.I THE CROWD PROCEDED DOWN 

rv 

SIXTH AVENUE TO FORTY SECOND STREET,| THEM EAST TO GRAND 
CENTRAL- STATION WHERE THEY ENTERED t|Te MAIN LOBBY WHERE THEY 
MILLED AROUND UNTIL SIX FORTY FIVE AT WHICH .TIME THE CROWD' • 
DISPERSED. 


end pag e Three 











PAG E F 


u:< i HIS Dft'i't 


C ]. it)) iv Y CP D i\U vi SED i n A i 


I HER E 


•M.HEoT PiiC.il,C fuAJVii ut&CJuiJ Eu GLHCM SIR ATIONS. 


At API- - . ■ri,Ti..LY uIX PH (Mi UNKNOWN INDIVIDUAL WAS ARREST t J 
Al* SIC a.V i, A CD FIVE FI VE WHERE HE WAS CHARGED WITH 
T HR GW iii’:- A u L G T 0 V CO C K t ft IL AI A wY S T A TE VEHICLE. 

*J SPfl 

ADVISED 1 fit DAMAGE WAS uEGLiGI dLE. THE EXACT CHARGE AND t:Af!E 

fr , 

OF THE PEA SOP ARPtSltO WAo U in KNOWN AT i HI S TI Me • 

NYCPD AND filYS POLICE AT NYC COGNIZANT. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


* . 



WILL BE DETERMINED IN RESULTS FURNISHED TO 3U. LHM FOLLOWS. 
END 


REM FBI WASH DC 
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TO 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum, 


Mr. E. S'. Miller 


st 



1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. J'.P. Mohr 
1 - Mr. Callahan 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
DATE: 9/13/71 

1 - Mr. Miller 
1 - Mr. Shackelford 
1 - Mr, Cetter 
1 - Mr. Trainer 
1 - Mr. Horner 


) 

from : Ri. D,. Cetter 

& 0 , •.< 5 r.«rt 

suBiEcT ^amieNSTBATTliH AT THE DEPARTMENT 
©PjpMSTlCF, SEPTEMBER 14, 19tl, 

Tgl Sw^RT, PRXSDHBRS^AT NEW YORK STATE 
PENITENTIARY, ATTICA, NEW YORK 


The Washington Field Office has just advi 
the receipt ef information frem the Metropolitan Police 
Department (MPD) that one ef its sources had developed 
information.that the Peeples Coalition fer Peace and 
Justice (PCPJ), which sponsored the massive demonstration 
in Washington.last May11, is making plans te demonstrate 
at th e Depart m ent ef Justice building tomor row at 4 p.m. 

This demenstratien is being held in support ef 
the prisoners at the New Yerk State Penitentiary, Attica, 
New York. 

According to the MFD, pesters are being put up 
on area campuses calling for this demonstration. 



Tavel _ 

Walters_ 

Soyars _ 

Tele. Room . 

Holme?_ 

Giyjriy _ 

J3>. Miller 
■ MfiTcrevefani^ >) 





o 

o 

UJ 

.Q 


The Interdepartmental Intelligence Unit of the 
Department has.been advised ef the abeve. This infemotion 
will also be included in a summary teletype te the 
White Heuse, President, Vice President, Secret Service, 
military intelligence agencie&.and Attorney General, 


n 

O 

id 


» 


RHH:jd 

(ID 


None. For information. 
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teletype 


fffi-^334 NY' CODE 


[jjM^MJRGENT 9-13-71 KEH 

DECLASSIFIED BY 60309 AUC 'EAM/MLT/CDS 
QM 02-08-2006 

ATTENTION DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION/"^ 


DIRECTOR 



r. Tolson — 
r. Felt. 

r. Sullivan_ 

r. Mohr_ 

Mr. Bishop__ 

Mr.Brennan CD- 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad__ 

Mr. Dal bay_ 

Mr. Gale.. 

Mr. Pender— 
Mr. Rosen— 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Walters— 

Mr. Soyars- 

Tele. Room- 

Mis3 Holmes—_ 
Miss Gandy- 


MINNEAPOLIS C: uUiM T 
PHILADELPHIA . 

FROM NEW YORK (157-6968) 


RIOT BY INF 


iS. NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY. ATTICA,^. 1 . • 


NEW YORK ; EXTREMIST MATTERS. 00-.BUFFAL0. 

® f) it > c •) S/ lV C. /-?- rj / yt 

FOR INFORMATION PHILADELPHIA AND MINNEAPOLIS,/ON 


TE/lBER 


TWELVE LAST, BUFFALO ADVISED THE BELOW LISTED AUTOMOBILES IN ARE/ 
OF CAPTIONED DISTURBANCE POSSIBLY IN CONNECTION WITH VISIT OF 
BOBBY SEALE, PUBLICITY IDENTIFIED NATIONAL CHAIRMAN OF BPP, TO 
RIOT AREA. THE AUTOS, BOTH AVIS RENTAL CARS, WERE RENTED 
AS FOLLOWS: 

NEW YORK LICENSE NINE Z ONE FOUR NINE TWO, RENTED SEPTEMBER 

cv 1 no OS' 1 - ZL& 

EIGHT LAST, AT AVIS NEWARK AlRP^/pSEICE, NEWARK, N.E.W _ ,, yT 


JERSEY. DUE TO BE RETURNED SEPTEMBER TEN LAST, BUT NflT- 

RETURNED AS OF SEPffEWaER TH^iTEEN INSTANTV RENTED BY® SEP 2* 1^1 


s/s 


S ¥' 

a cc\ 4 


END PAGE 0 
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NEW YORK LICENSE FOUR TWO Z TWO ONE, RENTED SEPTEMBER 
ELEVEN LAST, AT AVIS OFFICE, FOUR SIX ZERO WEST FORTY SECOND 
STREET, NEW YORK CITY. DUE TO BE RETURNED SEPTEMBER ELEVEN 
LAST AT AVIS, BUFFALO, NEW YORK, BUT RETURNED SEPTEMBER 


v TWELVE LAST AT BUFFALO AIRPORT. RENTED BY 


/// 



_ 



■ ADDITIONAL DRIVER LISTED AS 



NO ADDRESS OR FURTHER INFORMATION GIVEN. 

— jBj foiv..- jdh . tr. J. 

ON SEPTEMBER THIRTEEN INSTANT, A CONFIDEN 


/• 


£iv/jC- 

CONFIDENTIAL SOuFceT WHO HAS 


FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST. ADVISED 


that^. 


lJ UUh — IT7JH..11.2 ’ ’ >'c — 

BPP -“CLEAVER FACTION AT NEW YORK 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


CITY, HAD TRAVELED BY TRAIN TO BUFFALO, ARRIVING EARLY A.M. 

SEPTEMBER THIRTEEN INSTANT. ORIGINAL PURPOSE WAS TO OFFER 
AT A PUBLIC PRESS CONFERENCE TO HAVE ELDRIDGE CLEAVER, BPP LEADER 
CURRENTLY IN EXILE IN ALGIERS, ALGERIA, CONTACT THE ALGERIAN GOVERMENT 
TO OFFER TO ACCEPT INTO ALGERIA THOSE PRISONERS FREED FROM THE ^ (flj 

END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE TH§EE 
(157-6869) 

ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY AS A RESULT OF THIS RIOT. 
LATER CONTACT WITH 



(U) 


DETERMINED THAT IN VIEW OF 


RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF ORDER, NO PRESS CONFERENCE WOULD BE HELD. 



ASSOICATED WITH THE BPP - CLEAVER FACTION IN NEW YORK BUT IT IS 

LISTED AS THE 
THE NAMES 



REPRESENTATIVE OF NYCPD ADVISED SEPTEMBER THIRTEEN INSTANT 
HE HAS NO INFORMATION THAT ANY INDIVIDUALS FROM NEW YORK CITY 
AREA ARE TRAVELING TO BUFFALO AREA TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY ACTIVITY 
IN CONNECTION WITH INMATES RIOT AT ATTICA. THERE IS NO INDICATION 
AT PRESENT OF ANY INMATES UPRISINGS OR DISTURBANCES OCCURRING 
IN PENAL INSTITUTIONS IN NEW YORK AREA. 

ADMINISTRATI VE: 

RE BUFFALO TELCALL TO NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER TWELVE LAST; 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


END PAGE THREE 










PAGE FG*UR 
(15 7-6869) 


NEW YORK TELCALL TO BUFFALO, SEPTEMBER THIRTEEN INSTANT. 



LEADS: 


PHILADELPHIA AND MINNEAPOLIS CONDUCT LOGICAL INVESTIGATION 

TO IDENTIFY _ND ASCERTAIN REASONS FOR 

PRESENCE IN BUFFALO. 

END 


EBR FBI WASH DC 








FEDERAL PUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATI ONS SECTION 


i 8SM! 



to director 

FBOH BUFFALO U97-I3G7) 



^ElOT BY IRHATES* REV YORK Stilt CORRECTIONAL FACILITY* 

jbuqwu EKWtfilsT hitter. * , . / /. ' 

XP/itsa^ ■ Mo* Sm /r.XA 


| Mi^minanCD.. 

! Mr. Callahan_ 

I Mr. Casper_ 

I Mr. Coo xoA/^Ht 
1 Mr. vfmMfyL 
S Mr. dad r™ / 


| Mr- Tavel- 

■ Mr. Walters- 
| Mr. Soyars — 
j tele. Room— 
i.Miss Holmes- 
I Miss Gandy— 





At SEVER FORTYtlX AS TODAY, REV Y0R* STATE | | fS/j 

— I 8>n S1iTE«!«t TO RtOTIRR 7 ^ 

IHHATfS AT ATTICA SRIS08 REOARltSUflfli EFFORTS TO NEGOTIATE . 

ARD ASKtM FOR HOSTAGES RELEASE ARD RESTORATION OF ORDER. HE 
SAVE INMATES ORE HOUR TO RESPOND. AT EXFXRATIOS OF HO0R t INMATES } 
REQUESTED ADDITI08AL TIRE, WHICH WAS QRaRTED, BUT 80 ADDITIONAL 
RESPONSE WAS RECEIVED FROM INMATES* ARD IRRiTES *ER^ OBSERVED E“ /" 
JOIROIW HOSTAGES WITH WEAPONS At TKEIR THROAT ft fQ r , i 

I W» INTERPRETED THIS ACTIOR AS A REBAfUfl RESPONSE ~ I 
BY THE I8BATES. ***£ w £•' i! 

a — ' g 

AT HIRE FORTYSIXj APPROXIMATELY SIX HUNDRED 39 Ni£jb YORK STATE 

POLICE* ASSISTED BY ELEMENTS OF THE HEW tORK^T^TE NAtM)jjg t~ ^ r [ A 
atiAttn mntnfn tikti.iHiit;*....._ _ — R tc 20 




-4 4; 

i RESPONSE 


o ■» 

U4 


i... > 

-O 

l-.i 


GUARD. SOWED 


AREA HELD BY INMATES Hi 


WAS GASSED BY HELICOPTERS. AS OF TEH THIRTY AB, “ *Tj 

SIaL Clt?!* 1 ® W,iI » tl,E " Tmi,EE H9S^^AD SEP 24 f I 

BEE« nibttyk, VWHOM HAVE BEER BEHOVED ON STREldS^'”'"™ 

.E r¥? -_____ 


end page ore 
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PANE TWO 
BU 137-13S7 

FOUR OF If MOM ARE REPORTEDLY IN SERIOBS CONDITION* THREE NEW 
YORK STATE POLICE TROOPERS WERE REPORTEDLY INJURED. AUTHORITIES 
HAD NOT AS YET ACCOITL1SKED COMPLETE CONTROL OF AREA HELD BY 
RIOTEtS. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

RENYTELCALL TODAY. 

BUREAU WILL BE PROMPTLY ADVISED OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 

END 


•XC FBI VASHDC 
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55EPM 


9-13-71 EOM 


TO BUFFALO (176-21) URGENT 

BOSTON (176-60) NlTEL 


DIRECTOR (176-1410) NITEL 


NEW HAVEN (176-1) 


NEW YORK (176-133) NITEL SAN FRANCISCO (176-2) NITEL 

t T-. . 

FHOM CHICAGO (176-5 SUB C) - ;;. 

■ l:..j 

- 

AKA ET AL (TRAVEL OF DEFENDANTS) ARL- & ‘(jjV 
CONSPIRACY; COC (00 x CG . 

RIOT BY INMATES £ HEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY^ TTICA ,j//^ 


NITEL 

t ‘ 

i m 


NITEL 


NEW YORK, EXTREMIST MATTER« 


m ■ 


A 


TEN LAST, FIRST CAPTION, RE¬ 


GARD I ng 


SAN FRANCISCO TEL SEPTEMBER TWELVE 



LAST, SECOND CAPTION, REGARDING RETURN OF BOBB^SEALE TO ATTICA, 
NINE THIRTEEN INSTANT. 


DEPUTY USM 


CHICAGO, ADVISED OF RECEIPT 


TODAY OF TWO TELEGRAMS FROM SEALE, BOTH SENT OAKLAND, CAL., ONE 
MORNING OF SEPTEMBER ELEVEN LAST, IKE OTHER LATE EVENING 
SEPTEMBER TWELVE LAST. FIRST TELEGRAM ADVISED SEALE WAS TRAVELING 
FROM SAN FRANCISCO ON SEPTEfSER ELEVEN LAST, VIA AIR, TO BUFFALO 
At® ATTICA, N.Y., TO RETURN TO OAKLAND EVEMINp^OF SEPTEMgER ^ 
TWELVE. NO FURTHER DETAILS IN TELEGRAM. *WW 

5 Spfc IQ *077 

SECOND TELEGRAM ADVISED SEALE RETURNING TO BUFFALO Aflb / 


E© PAGE ONE 

—/ - " .,:vr 


,v ‘ ] S 



SrF rkcobs?^ 

98 SEP 20 n 




Vi / 1 












atpage two 


ATTICA LATE PM OF SEPTEMBER TWELVE LAST, TO RETURN OAKLAND ON 
SEPTEMBER NINETEEN NEXT• NO FURTHER DETAILS IN THIS TELEGRAM. 

Ialso in receipt of letter from [ 


DATED SEPTEMBER FOUR LAST. 


FROM 


MASS. 


"]ADVISED OF CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

_JvT. f TO [_ 

I HAS NO TELEPHONE AT THIS 


ADDRESS WHICH IS A TEMPORARY RESIDENCE, WITH MORE PERMANENT 
ADDRESS TO BE FORTHCOMING IN ABOUT TWO MONTHS. LETTER ALSO AD¬ 


VISED 


TRAVELED TO NEW YORK ON SEPTEJQER SEVEN LAST, FOR 


BUSINESS PURPOSES, TO CONTACT 


TELEPHONE 


NUMBER NINE TWO FOUR DASH TWO NINE ZERO SIX. SEPTEMBER EIGHT LAST 


BOSTON HANDLE NEW ADDRESS FOR 



AS IN RE ALBANY 


TEL, RECEIVING OFFICES HANDLE ALL ABOVE TRAVEL IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
BUAIRTEL ALL OFFICES, FIRST CAPTION, AUGUST TWENTY SEVENTY. 
CHICAGO FOLLOWING. 


TMT FBI WA FOR UR EIGHT TELS TU 


gc- Hv 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


Mr. E. S. Mil 


1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Mohr 
9/14/71 


DATE: 


/Q 


FROM 


R. 

A 


D. Cotter 

0 7, ■ • '"Tv re /U : 

subject: RI0 T BY INMATES 

^NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 
ATTICA, NEW YORK 
EXTREMIST MATTER 


1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 


Bishop 
Rosen 
Miller 
G.C. Moore 
Cotter 






Mr. To Ison 

Mr. Felt, 

Mr. fiilluFan / 


u/iwWfU 

/l. S. - 

Mr. Pallahan 

Mr. Pasper 

Mr. Ponrad 

Mr. Dalhpv 


Mr. Ponder 


Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Walters 

Mr. Sovars 

npplp. Room 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Oandv 







Buffalo teletype dated 9/13/71 furnished information received from 
New York State Police concerning number of deaths resulting from riot at the 
above-described prison. According to information furnished by New York 
State Police officers late yesterday afternoon, 9 hostages and 35 inmates 
were dead following police assault on the prison. News media reports this 
I morning indicated that 9 hostages and 28 inmates were dead. Buffalo was 
requested to clarify the discrepancy in these figures. 




I 


Special Agent in Charge Carl L. Brouse has advised that the 
figures received, from New York State Police yesterday were checked and /\ 
tha^ bf the Attica Prison, advised ' 

that a head count of dead which had just been completed this morning revealed 
that there were a total of 10 hostages killed, including the guard who died 
Saturday as a result of injuries received the day before. There are a total 
of 28 inmates dead. indicated that there are several inmates 

unaccounted for, that they may be either hiding in some part of the prison 
or could also be dead. He said also that 3 of the injured hostages and several 
of the inmates injured during the assault by police yesterday are iirpi>.iticg.l 
condition and could die at any time., » 

Special Agent iri?*(3harge Brouse said that he was unabl^/to determine 
why there was a discrepancy jp figures fmmished by the New York 1 State Police 
yesterday but because of a'lf the confusiorf misting around the prison following 
the assault he had to assume that the preliminary figures released by the 


b6 

b7C 


j* i 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

SE P14W1 A 

teletype: 


041 NY CODE 



74 7 PM URGENT 9-14-71 KEH 
TO DIRECTOR 

ATTENTION DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISIO N 
BUFFALO 

FROM NEW YORK (157-S968) 


RIOT Ar ATTICA STATE PRISON, NEW YORK. EXTREMIST MATTER. 


SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. Pelt.. 

Mr. Sullivan_ 

Mr. Mohr_ 

Mr. Bishop 
Mr. Miller, {Ml 
Mr. Callahan tA 
Mr. Casper„._J 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Dalbey_ 

Mr. Cleveland_ 

Mr. Ponder_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. Soyars_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes_ 

! Miss Handy—__ 


ADVISED INSTANT IN CONVERSATION WITH 



CONCERN AMONG 


EARLY A.M. INSTANT THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE 
1 AND NEW LEFT LEADERS IN NYC AREA THAT 


ROBIN PALMER MAY HAVE BEEN KILLED IN CAPTIONED OCCURENCE. 

TOLD SOURCES THAT PALMER WAS IN THE COURTYAR D WITH 
SAM MELVILLE PRIOR TO THE VIOLENCE - AND WAS PARTICIPATING IN 


CAPTIONED RIOT. 


END PAGE ONE 


REG-22 


¥#- S&&0 sr- 
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PAGE TWO 
(15 7-6968) 

SOURCE 


UNITED 


STATES COMMITTEE TO AID THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT, A PRO - 
NORTH VIETNAMESE GROUp[ NEW YORK MAY DAY COLLECTIVE, 


A GROUP ACTIVE IN DEMONSTRATION AGAINST WAR IN INDO-CHINA, 

RACISM AND REPRESSION, FURTHER ADVISED THAT IN DISCUSSION AMONG 
INDIVIDUALS ABOVE THERE MAY BE RETALIATION IF IN FACT PALMER 
IS DEAD. 

ON SEPTEMBER FOURTEEN, NINETEEN SEVENTY ONE, A SECOND SOURCE 
IN A POSITION TO FURNISH RELIABLE INFORMATION, ADVISED 
RICHARD ROBIN PALMER WAS ADMITTED TO OSSINING CORRECTIONAL 


facility, ossining, new york, may four, nineteen seventy one, 

TO BEGIN SERVING FOUR YEAR SENTENCE FOR ATTEMPTING BOMBING OF 


NYC BANK. HE WAS ADMITTED TO OSSINING UNDER PRISON NUMBER 
ONE FOUR EIGHT FOUR ZERO ONE. ON JULY TWENTY, NINETEEN SEVENTY 
ONE, HE WAS TRA NSFERRED TO ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY AT 
ATTICA, NEW Y£jltU.-~ 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 

SOURCES IN ORDER SET FORTH ARE: 


END PAGE TWO 


bo | 
b7C 
b7D 











• t 


PAGE THREE 
( 15 7-6968) 


b6 
b7( 

OSSINING b7] 

CORRECTIONAL FACILITY. 

NYO HAS INSTRUCTED SOURCE TO MAINTAIN CLOSE CONTACT WITH 
RADICAL ELEMENTS DESCRIBED ABOVE AND BE ALERT FOR ANY IFORMATION 
CONCERNING REPRISALS. 

BUREAU AND BUFFALO WILL BE KEPT ADVISED. 

END 

EBR FBI WASH DC 
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Mg r YORK t EXTREMIST MATTER. 00 s buffalo. 


SOURCE WHO HAS FORNISBED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN PA 



ADVISED AT EIGHT P.M. SEPTEMBER THIRTEEN, LAST WILLlAJjyKU NSTLER , 

CHICAGO ATTORNEY ADDRESSED APPROX. TWENTYFIVE HUNDRED STUDENTS 

'Ti,L t ( ^ 

HORTON STUDENT UNION, STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK AT -- 


BUFFALO. 



REG-66 


KMNSTLER’S TALK WAS GENERALLY OF EVENTS WHICH OCCURRED 


W-seta?- 


At tE*.7#M STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY , ATTICA, NY ON SEP T«* , mr - 
mUttESSi LAST AND ATTEMPTS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE BY NEGOTIATING TEAM 
TO GAIN TIME AND PREVENT *BL00D BATH * WHICH OCCURRED. KUSSTLER LAID 
FINAL 1LAPIE TO GOV« NELSON ROCKEFELLER, WHOM HE CASTIGATED FOR 
B&FUSING TO MEET NEGOTIATING TEAM AT ATTICA, NY. KUNSTLER i 




MAM NO STATEMENTS OF A VIOLENT NATURE AND NO FURTHER PLANS WERE 
INDICATED For demonstrations OR RALLIES TO FOLLOW. MEETING BtaiH 


end5f^&§E 


TEH P.M. AND NO INCIDENTS OCCURRED 


"cc to IDHJ xnc 1UU - 1 " Vi^rf AC^T 

Acfm. ds.ts deleted find 

EfiE?T<teS£ia 1 


IncTUd- 


SwKrwftA-'i 


g / g®n 

1/ 

tc a in 









ON WGR-TV SPECIAL NEWS PROGRAM REGARDING THE ATTICA RIOT 
BROADCAST AT ELEVEN THIRTY P .M. SEPT* THIRTEEN LAST, NEWSCASTER 
HENRY MARC0TTE ANNOUNCED KUNSTLER WOULD BE GUEST ON "TODAY" SHOW 
SEVEN A *M., INSTANT, WHICH WOULD ORIGINATE FROM WGR-TV STUDIOS, 
BUFFALO, NY. NO OTHER INFO AVAILABLE REGARDING KUNSTLER ITINERARY 
BEYOND THIS TIME. 


ADMINISTRATIVE _ .. 

/ST?- ^ V* 6 - 7/^y 

RE BU TEL TO DIRECTOR, CHICAGO AND SAN FRANCISCO AT 
NINE ZERO ONE P .M . SEPT. THIRTEEN, LAST. 

SOURCE IS 



SINCE FULL SECURITY COULD NOT BE GUARANTEED KUNSTLER *S 
SPEECH NOT TAPE RECORDED. 

END 

DCW 

FBI WASH DC 


9&.D 



Mr. trainor 

room 722 a 
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Mr. Sullivan_ 
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RIOT BY INMATES, NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 
ATTICA, NEW YORK, EXTREMIST MATTER. 


jy^ 


_ATTICA CORRECTIONAL 

facility, advised today that as of ninethirty am, thirtyeight x 
persons were dead as a result of riot, this includes twentyeight 

INMATES AND TEN EMPLOYEES OF FACILITY. INCLUDED IN THE LATTER 
FIGURE IS ONE GUARD WHO DIED OF INJURIES SUFFERED ON FIRST DAY 
OF RIOT. IN ADDITION, THREE HOSTAGES WHO WERE RESCUED ARE IN 
CRITICAL CONDITION, AS ARE SEVERAL INMATES 

A RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED TODAY TH^ft'l ft&EN T R ALLY TU B T r 

KELD ON CAMPUS OF STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK AT BU^Fffl^sfp^ 19“^^ 



A 


ISUNYAB), TWELVE NOON TODAY, TO DISCUSS ATTICA SITUATI(M»-t_- * 

IDENTITY 0? ORSANT^TION NOT KWOWN AS YET . SOURCE 

ALSO ADVISED THAT. DAVID TYr/dEIUNGER . "CHICAGO SEVEN - SUBJECT , 


END PAGE ONE 
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' 1 


- + n HoUSj 


te •• id' 1 

i m 

s §ss 






PAGE TWO 

WILL SPEAK AT THREE PM TODAY ON CAMPUS OF SUNYAB UNDER 
SPONSORSHIP OF THE "STUDENT ASSOCIATION f " A RECOGNIZED CAMPUS 
ORGANIZATION, WHICH PRESENTS SPEAKERS OF VARYING POLITICAL POSTURE. 


ARGUMENTS ARE BEING HEARD TODAY/BY USDC JUDGE JOHN T. CURTIN, 


WDNY , BUFFALO, ON A MOTION BY 


ORDER, WHICH WOULD PER MI' 


SUNYAB 


UfrTICA PRISONERS, FOR A COURT 


ACCESS TO ATTICA PRISON. 




_ ALLEGES THAT WORD HAS FILTERED OUT OF PRISON THAT GUARDS 

ARE TAKING PHYSICAL REPRISALS AGAINST PRISONERS AND THAT INFO 
FROM A BUFFALO HOSPITAL DOCTOR, WHO HAS BEEN WORKING IN THE 
PRISON, INDICATES MEDICAL ATTENTION IS INADEQUATE. 

STATED THAT HE HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH PRISON OFFICIALS SINCE 
EVENING OF SEPT. THIRTEEN LAST, SEEKING ENTRANCE FOR PURPOSE 
OF COUNSELING PRISONERS AND PROVIDING SAFEGUARDS FOR THEIR 
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS, BUT THAT AS LATE AS NINE FORTY AM, TODAY, 

HE HAS BEEN DENIED ENTRANCE TO THE PRISON. _ HAS 

REQUESTED A COURT ORDER GRANTING AUTHORITY FOR HIMSELF AND 
APPROXIMATELY TWENTYFIVE OTHER ATTORNEYS TO ENTER THE PRISON 
TO CONNSEL THEIR CLIENTS AND TO INSURE THAT PHYSICAL REPRISALS 
ARE NOT BEING TAKEN BY PRISON PERSONNEL. HE ALSO SEEKS TO HAVE 


END APGE TWO 











PAGE THREE 

THE COURT INSURE THAT ADEQUATE MEDICAL ATTENTION IS IMMEDIATELY 
AVAILABLE TO THE PRISONERS. A NEW YORK STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
ARGUING AGAINST THE MOTION STATED THE PRISON IS NOT SECURE AT 
THIS TIME, THAT EIGHT PRISONERS ARE STILL NOT ACCOUNTED FOR AND 
THAT IT WOULD BE INADVISABLE FOR ATTORNEYS TO BE WANDERING ON 
PRISON GROUNDS. HE STATE THAT MEDICAL TREATMENT IS NOW 
ADEQUATE AND, IN THOSE CASES WHERE PRISON FACILITIES ARE INADEQUATE, 
PRISONERS HAVE BEEN TRANSFERED TO AREA HOSPITALS. HE GAVE 
ASSURANCES THAT ACCESS WOULD BE GIVEN TO ATTORNEYS WHEN THE 
PRISON IS SECURE. THE COURT RECESSED UNTIL AFTERNOON OF INSTANT 
DATE TO PERMIT PRISON OFFICIAL OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT CURRENT 
ASSESSMENT OF SITUATION INSIDE PRISON. 


ADMISI STRATI VE 

REMYTEL, ELEVEN FIFTY AM, SEPT. THIRTEEN LAST. 


SOURCE UTILIZED IS 


BUFFALO, NEW YORK, BY REQUEST. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 


n „, B 9/15/71 _ 

Attached concerns the riot at New York 
State Prison at Attica, New York. Although 
newspaper accounts are carrying various 
totals as to the number of persons killed 
during the riot, the total as reported to t 
our office in Buffalo as of 2:10 a.m., | 

9/15/71, is ten hostages and 29 inmates. J 

The news media have been carrying 
reports attributed to the Monroe County 
Medical Examiner’s Office to the effect 
that the hostages who were autopsied by 
the Medical Examiner died from gunshot 
wounds and that their throats were not slit. 
Subsequent information received from Buffalo 

I I indicates New York Commissioner of Correctix 
reversed earlier statement and confirmed 
that nine hostages had been killed by 1 

gunfire, matter of other wounds still not J 
resolved. 

We have instructed our Buffalo Office \ 
to ascertain the facts in this case and to J 
expeditiously advise the Bureau. You will 
be kept promptly advised of all develop¬ 
ments. Copy of attached sent Inter-Divisian 
Intelligence Unit. Pertinent parts will bs 
included in summary to White House, Vice 
President, Attorney General, Defense Intell¬ 
igence Agency and Secret Service. } 
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RIOT BY INMATES* NEW YORK STATE (NYS) CORRECTIONAL FACILITY* 


ATTICA, N.Y., EXTREMIST MATTER; 


Y;,f! 


pSDG JUDGE JOHN T. CURTIN, WDNY, BUFFALO, N.Y., 'T&Da? DENIED P’JJ 

MOTIfW FOR COURT ORDER PERMITTING ATTORNEYS TO ENTER ATTICA FAC- Ifi) 

ILITY AND TO INSURE ADEQUATE MEDICAL ATTENTION FOR INMATES ON BASI& , f 

OF FACTS PRESENTED, _^ __ Of 

ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FaJlStJ - 
- — - /J **■’ 

ADVISED THAT A HEAD COURT OF INMATES A£^£X tf.M. TODAY 
SHOWED ONE PRISONER MISSING • AT TWELVE FIFTY P MtjfQ&f OF MISSING 


INMATE* DEAD TWO TO THREE DAYS, FOUND IN CELL BLI 


St ft 

mg' 


. CAUSE OF 


DEATH NOT KNOWN AS YET. TOTAL DEAD NOW IS TWENTYNINE INMATES AND 

L q x #¥ 


TEN HOSTM^|^ <* nVE THIRTY P •fe T 9^Y AL^GH 
VARIOUS fpAR£Iff / cMisT AS FORTY TO FORTYONE. 7 
NYS CORRECTI^MriCIALS HAVE OBTAINED tlS#TY* 


AREA NEWSPAPER _ 


NYS CORRECT IWMTI Cl ALS HAVE OBTAINED tjtf#TYSlX PHYSJJI^^ 23 l9 7t 
AND FOUR X-RAY TECHNICIANS FROM ROCHESTER* N.Y, TO EXAMINE THE — 

ENTIRE TWELVE HUNDRED INMATES INVOLVED IN RIof ATO EVENTUALLY THE 
REMAINDER OF THE INMAfES STILL AT THE FACILITY. 


END PAGE ONE Ff^jT 

TELETIEIIOj 


^'JSgS&s 


/c-YYZZi. 


























4 



PASE TWO 

A CONTINUING SEARCH OF THE FACILITY IS BEING MADE FOR 
CONTRABAND, WEAPONS OR EXPLOSIVES. TO DATE, NO EXPLOSIVES HAVE 
BEEN LOCATED, ALTHOUGH ONE ACETYLINE TANK WAS LOCATED WITH AN 
ELECTRIC CLOCK HOOKED UP TO IT. 

ONE THOUSAND INMATES AT THE FACILITY ARE BEING TRANSFERRED 
TO VARIOUS OTHER FACILITIES THROUGHOUT THE STATE BY BUS AT THE 
APPROXIMATE RATE OF TWO HUNDRED PER DAY. TRANSFERRED INMATES 
CONSIST OF THOSE WHO DID NOT ENGAGE IN THE RIOT. 

AN ARTICLE IN THE SEPT. FOURTEEN, SEVENTYONE LATE CITY COM¬ 
PLETE EDITION OF THE "BUFFALO EVENING NEWS", A LOCAL DAILY NEWS¬ 
PAPER, STATES THAT, ACCORDING TO RICHARD R. RINTALE, CHIEF 
INVESTIGATOR MONROE COUNTY, N .Y. MEDICAL EXAMINER’S OFFICE, 
ROCHESTER, N.Y., EIGHT HOSTAGES WHO WERE AUTOPSIED BY THE MEDICAL 
EXAMINER DIED FROM GUNSHOT WOUNDS AND THAT THEIR THROATS WERE NOT 
SLASHED. 

_ BUREAU OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION (BCI), 

NEW YORK STATE POLICE (NYSP) ADVISED THAT BODIES OF EIGHT HOSTAGES 


END PAGE TWO 
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WERE REMOVED DURING NIGHT OF SEPT. THIRTEEN THROUGH FOURTEEN LAST 
TO STRONG MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, ROCHESTER, N.Y. FOR AUTOPSIES. FIRST 
KNOWLEDGE 


HAD THAT HOSTAGES WERE ALLEGEDLY SHOT WAS FROM 


COMMERCIAL RADIO BROADCASTS OF INFO FROM THE MEDICAL EXAMINER’S 

HAS DISPATCHED A NEW YORK STATE 


OFFICE IN ROCHESTER. 


PATHOLOGIST AND TWO BCI INVESTIGATORS TO THE MONROE COUNTY MEDICAL 
EXAMINER’S OFFICE TO CHECK OUT REPORT THAT THE HOSTAGES DIED OF 
GUNSHOTS. NO REPORTS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED AS YET BY THE STATE 
POLICE FBOM THE MEDICAL EXAMINER’S OFFICE AND AUTHORITIES AT 

NOTED THAT TWO 


ATTICA CANNOT VERIFY REPORTS AT THIS TIME J 


OF THE HOSTAGES WHO WERE R ESCUE D ALIVE HAVE THROAT CUTS AND ONE 
HAD BEEN CASTRATED. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

P. 

REMYTEL TODAY . 

E(C 

TMT FBI WA 
R RELAY TO DID 


OCL 


n r ^ 


7RAJN0R 
': 712-A 9&D' 
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10 OlhiW 


\ Call-tifiL-T', 

., an 

■'■•■V - -y. 

r\: \ ■ 


A i 1 1 • • ■ *L i i - >j i 1C I i'l i L LLIG ci«C0 u i vi. SI CM 
FROM YOitK 


■m 


fey' : .... . 

DEMGivjiKAi iUw AT Oi‘i*IGc OF GOVERNOR ROCKc^F ELLER, NYC, 


hf' 

ii. TAiUer, & 


u fi.n u ivj a t v h i a ww ri 4 urrxuu ur «uvtai'i-un r.uurii^.r GLLtrij iv i v > ^ y |Y 5 i1Gm ^ 

BY VXtihAii PEACE PAHAuii COMMITTEE AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 0* ^ /' Mr. Clevetar 

/O ■' / 

SEPTEMBER- THIRTEEN SEVENTY. ONE IN CONNECTION WITH (]/Uli r 

o __ x 54# W Any 

^aTTtta r.M u vTTdiTA r r : v. r. ;v r -t t n :v a i capti tt.v ornrc ^ w -—7 /Vw 


ATTICA. f NEv; YORK ACCKKECIIQKAL FACILITY RIOT'S 
IS-NEW LEFT.' • '■ 


/ / P ■ 





RIKERS ISLAND,' 


ADVISED THAT AT APPROXIMATELY 


/\ j\/ 

//mA . 


FIVE THIRTY PM-’;SEPTEMBER THIRTEEN SEVENTY ONE AS HE WAS 
PROCEEDING WEbi'” GNLFIFTY FIFTH ST REhJ IN A CAB 


S\ 

it 
£ . 



AT FORTY FOURTH WEST FIFTY 


FIFTH STREET 



£2 SEP 16 19 
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r U fi THER ADVISED 


CALIFORNIA WHO AS OF NOVEMBER NINETEEN SEVENTY 


"LIBERATED GUARDIAN". 

V _ _ 


THE " GUARDIAN WAS A SELF DESCRIBED AS INDEPENDENT RADICAL 
NEWS W EEKLEY IN ITS MAY NINE, NINETEEN-SEVENTY ISSUE. 

WAS ALSO KNOWN AS Of NOVEMBER NINETEEN* SEVENTY., 

FIPTH .AVENUE' VIETftjAil-JP£&CE 

FARADE COMM IT TEE.J/AVPPC) AND THE„.,JC0MM|TTEE J3F.^RETURNED. 

VOLUNTERS (CRV). THE CRV. WAS’.DESCRIBED IN NINETEEN SIXTY 
SIX AS AN INDEPENDENT MA'/lGwAL ORGANIZATION .OF PERSONS, WHO 
HAVE WORKED AS VOLUNTEERS IN ASIA AFRICA 
AND LATIN AMERICAN AND WHOSE AIM IS TO INFLUNECE US 
POLICE TOWARD THESE COUNTIRES. 


END PAGE THREE 
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j!- 

Re. URGENT TELETYPE IG BUREAU DaTE$ SEPTEMBER THIRTEEN 

' | 

NINETEEN SEVENTY ONE CAPTIONED AS ABOVE. 

. •’! ; . ' • . 

uY PHONE CALL TO BUREAU DIVISION'! FIVE, TWELVE THIRTY AM 


SEPTEMBER FOURTEEN SEVENTY ONE. 

APPROPRIATE AGENCIES COGNZANT. 


ItoFGF.MATION FROD 


WAS FURNISHED TO SA 


.F. information bureau 



IS THE SUBJECT 


OF BUFIlE ONE ZERO ZERO DASH FOUR Sit ONE FIVE ZERO SIX AND 

! ■' 

THE SUBJECT OF A SELECTIVE SERVICE FJjLE (NY TWO FIVE DASH 
'OWE. ZERO THREE ZERO THREE NINE) 3 UFI£e NOT KNOWN.' 


10 CHECK ON 


INSTANT DATE WAS NEGATIVE 


NO DOC OF FAVPPC SET FORTH AS FELT TO BE SELF EXP LAN T OR Y. : 


NEW YORK WILL FOLLOW AND ADVISE.,; 
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< Mr. Conrad_ 
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Mr. Rosen_ 
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RIOT BY. IRMATES* VtW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY. ATTICA, 
REWYOR*. EH. 00« BO.®,, , p _ C / 

Got+ 1 dec Sfrtfe rrjspn 
/ p t j ~ 


'U I 


RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED THAT A MALE INDIVIDUAL BY THE 


NAME OF_ jOF CORNELL UNI V^gSlTY^ O N TACTEP BPP 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, SEPTEMBER 
FOURTEEN LAST, 


SA 


_ADVISED THAT THE STUDENTS OF CORNELL PLANNED TO 

HOLD A MEMORIUM THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER SIXTEEN NEXT, FOR THE 
"BROTHERS THAT VERE MASSACRED" AND THEY WANTED BOBBY SEALE, 


BPP CHAIRMAN, TO SPEAK# 
END PAGE ONE 
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REC-6’’ 


10 SEP 21 1971 
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Adm. data deleted" 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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SF 157-706! 

CONTACT HIM* HE FURNISHED HIS TELEPHONE NUMBER AT HIS 
OFFICE AS SIX ZERO SEVEN - TWO FIVE SIX - THREE EIGHT FOUR 
ONE AND HIS UNLISTED RESIDENCE AS FIVE SIX TWO - THREE SIX 
ZERO FOUR* 

SOURCE KNEW OF NO PLANS AT THIS TIME FOR SEALE TO TRAVEL 
TO CORNELL* 

ADMINISTRATIVE! 

SOURCE IS 

ALBANY ALERT APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES AND IDENTIFY 


END* * * 
HOLD 
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EDOM 21.2-A 9&TJ 
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40 DIRECTOR 

ATTN DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE 
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j NEW YORK (157-6968) 

FROM. PHILADELPHIA (157-6263) 
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Mr. Tolson__ 

Mr. Pelt.. 

Mr. Sullivan_ 

Mr. Mohr..„__^ 
Mr. Bishop 
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Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 
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Mr. Rosen_ 
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&L& LBY INMATE S, NEW, YORK CORREC TI ON AL FACILITY, A TTICA, N .Y ., 
EM, 00 : BUFFALO Q f\ ^ V C <*. ^ V ^ V'V * K ~ 3*- 


RE NY TEL TO BUREAU, ET AL , NINE THIRTEEN LAST, AND 
PHIL ADELPHIA LET TO BURE AU AND NY OF FIVE TWENTY LAST 
ENTITLED, "BPP ," NO COPY TO BUFFALO. 

FOR INFO OF BUFFALO, RE PHILADELPHIA LET ADVISE ( _ 

PREVI^iSLY RESIDING All ^ 


.WAS DESCRIBED BY PH SOURCE AS NEG^--^■£-, AGE 


REGtLAR HAFCUT AND MUSACfE 


WAS REPORTEDLY BPP 


PH SOURCE ADVISED 





LEFT PHILADELPHIA ABOUT THREE FIVE SEVENTY-ONE FOR N .Y . CITY 

S'o&oS- 3f 

AND BPP AND RETURNED FIVE FOURTEEN SEVENTY-ONE FOR ONE-DAY 


WITH RETURN TO NYC . 
END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 


©N NINE FOURTEEN INSTANT , EXTENSIVE SEARCHES OF THE 
PHILADELPHIA POLICE DEPARTMENT CRIMINAL RECORDS, IDENTIFICATION 
REPORTS CONTROL, AND CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE UNIT FILES EACH MET 



WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS FO 


PHILADELPHIA INDICES, CITY CROSS REFERENCE, TELEPHONE 
DIRECTORIES, PHILADELPHIA REALTY DIRECTORY, AND VOTERS 
REGISTRATION SOURCES NEGATIVE ON 


PHILADELPHIA OFFICE SUGGESTS POSSIBILITY 01 


UTILIZING A PRIOR PHILADELPHIA ADDRESS OF 


ONLY IN 


RENTING AVIS VEHICLE. 


NEW YORK REVIEW NY ONE FIVE SEVEN DASH SIX SIX NINE 
$VEN FOR POSSIBLE DATA ON [ 

PHILADELPHIA WILL CONTINUE IDENTIFICATION EFFORTS ON 


FBI WA RDR 


fVM R. TRA1N0R 

ROOM 712-A 9&D 
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By TIM WHEELER 

WASHINGTON, Sept. 14 
— President Nixon today 
defended his role in the 
massacre of 37 at New 
York State Prison in At¬ 
tica, but leaders here have 
charged him with being 
an accomplice in “mur¬ 
der.” 

Nixon hastily convened T9 Re¬ 
publican Congressional leaders 
today and told them the loss of 
life “would have been even great¬ 
er” if the bloodbath had not been 
ordered, according to Senate Mi¬ 
nority leader Hugh Scott (D-Pa). 

Nixon met for two hours with 
the GOP leaders and obviously 
shaken by the wave of national 
outrage, brought up the Attica 
massacre himself. Yesterday he 
had telephoned Gov. Rockefeller 
to bless the massacre. 

Widespread protest 

Congressmen, church leaders, 
student presidents and civil rights 
activists angrily lashed Nixon 
and Rockefeller. 

An emergency demonstration 
was scheduled at the Justice De¬ 
partment today to protest the 
Nixon Administration’s role in 
the massacre. 

The protest was jointly spon¬ 
sored by the D.C. Free Angela 
Committee, the People’s Coalition 
for Peace and justice and the 
Young Workers Liberation League. 
Among the demonstration’s spon¬ 
sors was Marjory Tabakin, presi¬ 
dent of the National Student Asso¬ 
ciation, who declared, “It is mur¬ 
der. Gov. Rockefeller has ne 
right to make the decision he did 
without giviRg more time to ne¬ 
gotiate a settlement. A settle¬ 
ment could have been reached. 
This was a wanton bloodbath. 

“It is inconceivable to me that 
OHinriM page 11 
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Nixon catted 

Continued from page 1 

Rockefeller could have done this 
without clearing it first. Rocke¬ 
feller bad word from the Justice 
Department. The order came 
down from the top.” 

Church leader protests 
Josiah Beeman, director of the 
Washington Office of the United 
Presbyterian Church, declared 
that the blame for the bloodbath 
lies with prison officials “who 
showed real lack of restraint 
. . . when continued loss of life.” 
could have prevented loss of life.” 

Beeman lashed Nixon for his 
telephone call to Gov. Rocke¬ 
feller and declared, “Any at¬ 
tempt to politically exploit that 
situation is shameful. 

“Personally, I don’t think that 
every effort was made to see that 
all the remedies were exhausted. 
There’s no evidence that the hos¬ 
tages v£re in any more danger 
had been before. This 
laid at the door of the 
and the prisoners.” 
Yvonne Price, assistant office 
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REP. SHIRLEY CHISHOLM 

director of the Leadership Con¬ 
ference on Civil Rights, said she 
was “outraged” by Rockefeller’s 
role if) the bloodbath and added, 
“Our dear President endorsed his 
position.” 

Congress members protest 

Heps. Shirley Chisholm (D-NY), 
Charles Rangel (D-NY), and Ron¬ 
ald Dellums (D-Calif.), in a joint 
statement charged that the “most 
abominable and inhuman condi¬ 
tions”: in the nation’s prisons had 
been known months in advance, 
“yet the continuing response to 
these conditions has been nothing 
but rhetoric.” 

They said the atrocities at At¬ 
tica sCtotefiEjgon must “shake the 


REP. RONALD V. DELLUMS 

conscience of this nation to move 
toward eradication of treatment ^ ost 


that continues to perpetuate man s n 

. . .... ._ ,, a Daily News_ 

inhumanity to man. 

The D.C. People’s Coalition for tar (Washington) 

Peace and Justice, in a leafletir (Washington)_ 

distributed at the Justice Depart- ew York)__ 

ment today, charged that the N ,. 
massacre at Attica “recalls the 

murder of Soledad Brother George 4 - 

Jackson at San Quentin prison Times- 

last month,” and added, “It alstrld_ 

recalls the frame-up and imprisvj er 


onment of Angela Davis, who alst 
fought for prison reforms anc ourna 
brings a new urgency to the fighi° bserver - 

for her life and for the lives old_ 

all those unjustly to^risoned by 
this nation’s racist courtStiL 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 


Date . 




SUMMARY 


Attached is a lQngthy statement to th£ 
press by Commissioner Russel G. Oswald, 

New York State Corrections System, concern-j- 
ing the situation at Attica State Prison. 

Most significant is reversal of earlier 
statements attributed to Oswald concerning; 
cause of death of the hostages. Oswald did 
state that the bodies showed slash marks, 
puncture wounds, apparent broken arms, 
blackened eyes and abrasions. 


I 


Oswald denied having previously told || 
newsmen that hostages died from having the^lr 
throats slashed. This statement to the 
press is but another instance of the NewTo: 
State Officials talking when they should 
be listening. Much of the problem at 
Attica can be traced to indecisive action 
and irresponsible lOsse talk for public 
consumption. Because of the rumors and 
half truths being spread f the true facts 
of the Attica mutiny may never be revealed 

Since this is a public statement, no 
dissemination is being made of it. 
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FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF STATEMENT ISSUED BY NYS CORRECTIONS / 1 
COMMISSIONER RUSSELL G. OSWALD AT TEN THIRTY AM, SEPT. FOURTEEN 
LAST AT ATTICA, NY: 

"THIS IS A REPORT ON OUR ACTION AT THIS INSTITUTION. WE 
WOULD LIKE TO EXPLAIN TO YOU WHAT APPARENTLY HAS BEEN A MIS- (J / 

STATEMENT OF FACTS, THE ORIGIN OF WHICH FACTS UNFORTUNATELY 
WERE GIVEN TO THE PRESS. THE TWO STATEMENTS AT VARIANCE, ' aANK 

INITIALLY SUGGESTED THAT ALL HOSTAGES DIED AS A RESULT OF CUT /f 
THROATS. THE SECOND STATEMENT SUGGESTED THAT THE DEATH OF ALL 
HOSTAGES RESULTED FROM GUNSHOT WOUNDS. 

THE TRUE FAgffc-Sot' ^RIFfelft I PHYSI«M,1fi»BPECTION OF THE DECEASED 

‘ '="*■■ TBH'.Afe 3 ' A0r8W 99 - 

BODIES S HO W--9«te* MASKS oTTtHROaTS AND BACKS OF NECKS; PUNCTURE WOUNDS; 

' ’l** BUM Rec 20 y _ 

; BLflwWffED EYEs ; 


APPARENT BROKEN ARMS 


ABRASIONS ON 


NEARLY EVERY HOSTAGE; SOME HOSTAGES ONLY WITH GUNSHOT WOU NM-p«* „ 
ALBEIT, THE FORENSIC PATHOLOGIST WHO DID THE EXAMINATIONS z Q $Ep 
REPORTED THAT THE CAUSE OF DEATH IN EACH INSTANCE WAS GUNSUOX-. _ 

Hm^b mrnrn _____ 

Til .. 









• * 

PAGE TWO 

WOUNDS. WE THOUGHT YOU SHOULD, HOWEVER, HAVE THI ADDITIONAL 
INFO . 

"THE FIRST QUESTION WE MUST ANSWER IS WHY THE EXACT CAUSE 
OF DEATH WAS NOT KNOWN UNTIL THIS LATE HOUR. THE SECOND QUESTION 
THAT MUST BE RESOLVED IS HOW ANY OF THESE HOSTAGES COULD HAVE 
DIED BY GUNSHOT . 

"IN RESPONSE TO THE FIRST QUESTION ON THE LATENESS OF THE 
ACTUAL CAUSE OF DEATH, THERE ARE A NUMBER OF FACTORS THAT COULD 
HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE ERRONEOUS REPORT OF SLASHED THROATS: 

"I. FOR FOUR DAYS PRECEDING THE RESTORATION OF LAW AND 
ORDER, THE INMATES HAD THREATENED ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS THAT 
THEY WOULD KILL ALL HOSTAGES THE INSTANT THAT ANY FORCE BY 
AUTHORITIES WAS APPLIED. THIS WAS TOLD TO ME PERSONALLY BY 
INMATES ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 

”11. SEVERAL CORRECTION OFFICERS AND OTHER INDIVIDUALS 
WHO VIEWED THIS ACTION POSITIVELY STATED THAT THEY HAD SEEN HOSTAGES 
DROP AS THEIR THROATS WERE APPARENTLY CUT. 

"III. IN THE CONFUSION THAT EXISTED DURING THE EVACUATION 
OF CASUALITIES , VARIOUS INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE ASSISTING IN THE 
END PAGE TWO 








PAGE THREE 


EVACUATION AND WHO WERE 240T QUALIFIED TO IDENTIFY WHETHER THE EVACUEE 
WAS A HOSTAGE OR AN IN,-,ATE , REPORTED THAT A NUMBER OF 
THOSE EVACUATED DID HAVE SLASHED THROATS. 

"THIS FACT HAS BEEN VERIFIED SINCE THERE ARE TWO HOSTAGES 
NOW IN THE HOSPITAL KNOWN TO HAVE LACERATED THROATS. 

"AND FINALLY, AT THE INSTANT OF THE MOVE TO REGAIN THE TOTAL 
FACILITY, SEVERAL EYE WITNESSES VERIFIED THAT HOSTAGES WERE 
BEING HELD AT WHAT APPEARED TO BE KNIFE POINT AT SO-CALLED-, 

TIMES SQUARE WITHIN THE PRISON COMPOUND. 

"FACTS NOW AVAILABLE SHOW THAT THE DECEASED WERE MOVED 
SUCCESSFULLY TO TWO MORGUES AND ARE NOW AT THE MORTUARIES OF 
NEXT OF KIN . 

"IN SUMMARY, IT WAS POSSIBLE FROM ALL THESE REPORTS, RUMORS, 

AND FACTS , FOR SOME UNAUTHORIZED REPORT TO BE MADE TO THE EFFECT 
THAT ALL HOSTAGES HAD DIED OF SLASHED THROATS. YOU KNOW THAT 
I NEVER TOLD YOU THIS. 

"THE SECOND QUESTION TO BE ANSWERED, "HOW COULD ANY HAVE 
DIED FROM GUNSHOT WOUNDS?" THERE ARE SEVERAL ANSWERS TO THIS 


END PAGE THREE 







PAGE FOUR 

QUESTION, THE MOST IMPORTANT AN OBVIOUS ANSWER IS THE FACT 
THAT THE INMATES HAD DRESSED ALL HOSTAGES IN PRISON GARB TO 
INSURE DIFFICULTY OF IDENTIFICATION BETWEEN INMATE AND HOSTAGE. 

"ADDITIONALLY, HOSTAGES COULD VERY WELL HAVE BEEN USED 
AS SHIELDS OR FORCED FORWARD INTO GUNFIRE TO SUGGEST THAT THEY 
WERE NOT HOSTAGES AND COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR SUCH BECAUSE 

OF THEIR PRISON GARB. THE PATHOLOGIST TOLD US THAT ALL OF 

>• 

THOSE HE EXAMINED HAD THEIR FEET AND HANDS BOUND. 

"HERE ARE SOME FACTS OF INTEREST THAT BEAR OUT OUR CONCERN 
AND HAVE A DISTINCT BEARING ON OUR ACTIONS. 

"APPROX. FOUR HUNDRED HOMEMADE WEAPONS WERE RECOVERED 
IN THE PRISON AREA DIRECTLY AFTER THE ACTION TO RECOVER THE 
FRI SON . TODAY, ADDITIONAL HUNDREDS OF WEAPONS WERE UNCOVERED. 
THEY CONSISTED OF SUCH ITEMS AS DOZENS OF: V 
"MOLOTOV COCKTAILS, SHEARS, SPEARS, TABLE KNIVES, STEEL 
AND METAL PIPES WITH TAPED HANDLES, CLUBS, TWO TEAR GAS GUNS, 
PROJECTILES FOR THE GUNS , SWORDS WELL MADE FROM FLAT STEEL 
WITH HANDLES, WIRE BOLOS , SOME WITH RAZOR BLADES ATTACHED, A 
END PAGE FOUR 







PAGE FIVE 

HALF DOZEN STRAIGHT RAZORS AND BASEBALL BATS WITH EXTENDED 
SPIKES . 

"MINE SWEEPERS ARE NOW BEING USED TO UNCOVER OTHER 
WEAPONS . 

"TO ILLUSTRATE THE PROBLEM OF EMOTIONAL PRESSURE AND TENSION, 
A PRESS INTERVIEW WITH A HOSTAGE REPORTEDLY SAID THAT EIGHT 
HOSTAGES HAD THEIR THROAT SLIT. HIS STATEMENT WAS REPORTED IN 
AN ARTICLE PRINTED THIS MORNING, SEPT. FOURTEEN. 

"I CAN ATTEST TO THE TREMENDOUS EMOTIONAL TENSION HOSTAGES 
ARE STILL UNDER. I TALKED WITH ONE TODAY. I WAS NOT A HOSTAGE 
AND I FEEL THE TENSION AND AM THINKING LESS CLEARLY THEN I DID 
SIX DAYS AGO. 

"WHAT IS CLEARLY KNOWN AND WHAT HAS BEEN VERIFIED BY FREED 
HOSTAGES , STATE POLICE AND HELICOPTER CREWS WHO VIEWED THE 
SCENE, IS THAT EVERYONE OF/THE THIRTY-EIGHT HOSTAGES WAS 
HELD WITH A KNIFE AT THE THROAT, A CROWBAR AT HIS HEAD, OR OTHER 
WEAPON , AWAITING TO BE KILLED. 

"IT HAS NOW BEEN REPORTED THAT EACH HOSTAGE HAD BEEN 


END PAGE FIVE 










PAGE SIX 








ASSIGNED AT LEAST ONE EXECUTIONER. THE RESCUE OPERATION SAVED 
TWENTYNINE OF THESE THIRTYEIGHT MEN. 

"TODAY AT THE INSTITUTION THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE WAS TO 

SEE THAT EVERY INMATE WAS EXAMINED BY A QUALIFIED MEDICAL 

* 

DOCTOR, AND, ANY INDIVIDUAL IN NEED OF MEDICAL TREATMENT HAS 
RECEIVED THIS TREATMENT. WE LOOK FOR POTENTIALLY SERIOUS CASES 
THAT COULD BE SENT TO OUR INSTITUTIONAL HOSPITAL. IN ADDITION, 

AT THE INSTITUTIONAL HOSPITAL NUMEROUS OPERATIONS WERE PERFORMED. 
FURTHERMORE, SOME INMATES WERE VERY SERIOUSLY INJURED AND 
MEDICAL PROCEDURES REQUIRED FOR THEIR AILMENTS WERE NOT AVAIL¬ 
ABLE AT THIS INSTITUTION. THEREFORE, THEY WERE SENT BY 
AMBULANCE TO THE EDWARD J. MEYER MEMORIAL HOSPITAL IN BUFFALO, 

NEW YORK. THIS INTENSIVE MEDICAL PROGRAM BY WHICH WE EXAMINED 
ALL PRISONERS WAS MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH THE COOPERATION OF THE 
STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND THE VARIOUS HOSPITALS IN THE 
CITIES OF ROCHESTER, BUFFALO, BATAVIA, AND WARSAW. THERE WERE 
BETWEEN FORTY AND FIFTY DOCTORS BROUGHT IN , IN ADDITION TO THE 
MEDICAL STAFF WHICH WAS ALREADY HERE TO CONDUCT THESE EXAMINA¬ 
TIONS. IN ADDITION, THERE WERE TWENTYONE NURSES ASSISTING. 

END PAGE SIX 
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A MEDICAL TEAM CAME FROM AS FAR AS ELMIRA, NY TO AID. 

"CLOTHING AND SHOES WHICH WERE SCATTERED ABOUT THE YARD 
IN THE INSTITUTION WERE COLLECTED AND ROUTED TO BE LAUNDERED 
SO THAT THESE BADLY NEEDED ITEMS COULD BE RECLAIMED. 

"A PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF DAMAGED AREAS WAS MADE TODAY 
BY THE DEPARTMENT’S CHIEF OF ENGINEERING IN PREPARATION FOR A 
THOROUGH INSPECTION BEGINNING TOMORROW MORNING BY A TEAM OF 
ENGINEERS AND ARCHITECTS FROM ALBANY. AT THIS TIME, IT APPEARS 
THAT ON A PRIORITY ORDER, THE EFFORT SHOULD BE TO REPAIR 
HOUSING D AND B BLOCKS, WHICH WOULD PROVIDE ABOUT ONE THOUSAND 
USEABLE CELLS WHICH ARE NEEDED. GATES AND LOCKS WILL NEED 
INSPECTION AND REPAIR TO ASSURE SECURITY. CRITICAL AREAS 
INCLUDE THE LAUNDRY, SHOWER FACILITIES AND THE BARBER SHOP. 

IN ADDITION, THE AUDITORIUM AND CHAPEL WILL NEED INSPECTION 
AS TO THE SAFETY AND ROOF REPAIR; AND MAINTENANCE SHOPS, STORE 
HOUSE, AND WAREHOUSING AREAS WILL NEED REFURBISHING. ASSESS- 
MENTS WILL BE MADE ALSO OF BUILDING WHICH COULD PROGRAM AREAS 
SUCH AS VOCATIONAL TRAINING AND SCHOOLS AND CLASSROOM SPACE, 
END PAGE SEVEN 










PAGE EIGHT 

BUT THESE WILL HAVE TO RECEIVE SECONDARY PRIORITY IN TERMS OF 
REFURBISHING OR REPLACEMENT. 

"FORTUNATELY , TWO MAJOR CELL BLOCKS , A A ND C , ARE 
OPERATIONAL AND MESS HALL AND KITCHEN AREAS AND COLD STORAGE 
AREAS ARE FULLY OPERATIONAL. IT IS UNFORTUNATE, HOWEVER, THAT 
A BLOCK, DESIGNED FOR FOUR EIGHT ONE, IS BEING USED TO HOUSE 
THE ONE TWO FOUR ONE INMATES WHO WERE INVOLVED IN THE DISTUR¬ 
BANCE. THIS MEANS THAT MOST ARE BEING HOUSED THREE TO A CELL. 

IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE NEW YORK PRISON SYSTEMS GOOD FORTUNE THAT 
THERE WERE SUFFICIENT CELLS SO THAT EACH MAN COULD HAVE HIS OWN 
CELL. THREE OR TWO TO A CELL IS HIGHLY UNDESIRABLE AND BEING 
USED ON AN EMERGENCY BASIS. IMMEDIATE STEPS ARE BEING TAKEN 
TO DEVELOP DRAFTS OF MEN, FORTY AT A TIME, FOR TRANSFER TO 
OTHER FACILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. ROUGHLY ONE FIVE ZERO 
INMATES WERE TRANSFERRED TODAY, DIVIDED BETWEEN THE CLINTON 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY AT DANNEMORA AND THE GREAT MEADOW FACILITY 
AT COMSTOCK. 

"ANOTHER INMATE 'S BODY WAS FOUND TODAY IN A MOP ROOM AREA 


END PAGE EIGHT 





PAGE NINE 

IN ONE OF THE BUILDINGS AND HE HAD EVIDENTLY DIED OF MULTIPLE 
STABBING AND BEATING WOUNDS WHICH COULD ONLY HAVE OCCURRED AT 
THE HANDS OF THE INMATES WHO WERE IN THE D BLOCK YARD AREA 
DURING THE DISTURBANCE. 

"I THINK YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT AN INMATE WE FOUND YESTERDAY 
WHICH WAS NOT PREVIOUSLY BEEN REPORTED TO THE PRESS. THIS INMATE 
WAS FOUND BURIED IN A TRENCH WHICH THE INMATES DUG NEAR A SIDE¬ 
WALK. WHEN FOUND HE WAS COMPLETELY STIFF. 

"GENTLEMEN: THIS IS A POST-OPERATION REPORT. 

"MEMBERS OF THE PRESS: EVERY ONE OF YOU HAS REASON TO BE 
PROUD OF YOUR CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, THE STATE POLICE, THE 
NATIONAL GUARD, AND THE MEMBERS OF THIS COMMUNITY WHO ASSISTED 
DURING THIS TRAGIC AFFAIR. THANK YOU FOR WAITING, AND PLEASE 
KNOW HOW DEEPLY I APPRECIATE YOUR KINDNESS AND UNDERSTANDING." 
END PAGE NINE 
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NYS DEPT. 


OF CORRECTIONS ADVISED TODAY AS FOLLOWS: 

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE JUST RELEASED STATEMENT ON BEHALF 
OF COMMISSIONER OSWALD DISCLOSING THAT INVESTIGATION OF 
CAPTIONED MATTER HAS PASSED INTO CONTROL OF NYS DEPUTY 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 


COMMISSIONER OSWALD 


MUST PURSUE HIS DUTIES IN CONNECTION WITH ALL OF THE 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES OF THE STATE. 

IlS DEPUTY AG IN CHARGE OF NYS ORGANIZED CRIME 

TASK FORCE. 

AT SIX PM SEPT. FIFTEEN INSTANT NYS, 


ADVISED AS FOLLOWS: 



CLAUDE PEPPER, CHAIRMAN OF U .S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
s:lect COMMITTEE ON CRIME, AND THREE CONGRESSMEN WILL MEET NYS GOV. 
ROCKEFELLER IN NEW YORK CITY SEPT. SEVENTEEN NEXT AFTER WHICH 
THEY WILL TRAVEL TO ATTICA, NY TO MAKE INQUIRIES AND 
OBSERVATIONS RE CAPTIONED MATTER. IDENTITIES OF LATTER 

BUT TWO ARE FROM 


THREE CONGRESSMEN NOT KNOWN Td 


NEW YORK STATE AND ONE FROM ARIZONA. FOREGOING WILL BE 
PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED LATER BY NYS OFFICIALS. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 
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/DEMONSTRATION AT NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, SEVEN SOUTH ? 

DEARBORN, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, SEPTEMBER FOURTEEN, INSTANT. > 


RIOT BY INMATES, NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 


ATTI CA , NEW YORK: EXTREMIST MATTER 

~- MuILl / J _ 


SOURCE RELIABLE ADVISED INSTANT PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY 
AND STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY A/ORKER STUDENT ALLIANCE 
WOULD DEMONSTRATE TO PROTEST RIOT AT ATTICA, NEW YORK. 


AT FOUR THIRTY P .M. APPROXIMATELY FIFTY MEMBERS AND 


..v'lri ft) E.-X'S-'.V-** 


SUPPORTERS OF PLP AND SDS DEMONSTRATED IN FRONT OF CAP TIONED ^ 1Q ^ 
OFFICE TO PROTEST "ALLEGED" RACIST MURDERS OF INMATES AT \ 


CAPTIONED CORRECTIONAL FACILITY. 


END PAGE ONE 


i. 


do'cte ci 1 ’ 




KOT RECORDED 

28 SEP 20 1971 


x VC 









PAGE TWO 



DEMONSTRATION PEACEFUL , LASTING APPROXIMATELY ONE 
HOUR. UNIFORMED CHICAGO PD OFFICERS ON SCENE AND MAINTAINED 
ORDERLY TRAFFIC FLOW. 

NO INJURIES, PROPERTY DAMAGE OR ARRESTS. 

PERTINENT AGENCIES COGNIZANT. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 


SOURCE IS 
A3 ENTS OBSERVING , | 

NO LHM IS BEING SUBMITTED. 
END 
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12 SEP 23 1971 


A RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED TODAY THAT STUDENT ASSOCIAlTTr ^Tf,' 
STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK AT BUFFALO (SUNYAB ), A RECOGNIZED 
CAMPUS ORGANIZATION WHICH PRESENTS SPEAKERS OF VARYING POLITICAL 
POSTURE, SPONSORED A SPECIAL PROGRAM REGARDING ATTICA CORRECTIONAL 

facility riot on campus today, guest speakers were scheduled as 


DAVID TYRE DEXL 
END PAGeNmiIlVs 
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PAGE TWO 

"CHICAGO SEVEN" DEFENDANTS* PROGRAM STARTED APPROX, FOUR FIFTEEN PM 
WITH FIVE HUNDRED STUDENTS PRESENT. TWO LOCAL SPEAKERS REPRESENTING* 
SA OPENED PROGRAM AND ADVISED THEY ARE CALLING FOR MORATORIUM ON 
CLASSES AT SUNYAB SEPT. SIXTEEN/SEVENTEEN NEXT FOR FORUMS RE ATTICA 
RIOT. 

SPEAKERS REPRESENTING PRISONERS SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE, PRISON 
REFORM GROUP SPONSORED BY YOITH AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM, AND REPRE¬ 
SENTATIVES OF LINCOLN MEDICAL SOCIETY , DESCRIBING THEMSELVES AS A 
GROUP OF DOCTORS FROM NEW YORK CITY CONCERNED WITH HEALTH FACILIT¬ 
IES IN PRISONS, BOTH GAVE SHORT ACCOUNTS OF THEIR ACTIVITIES AT 
ATTICA . 

JOHN FROINES WAS INTRODUCED AS NEXT SPEAKER AND GAVE SHORT 
TALK ON SOLIDARITY WITH ATTICA PRISONERS. STATED PRISONERS ARE 
LIVING REVOLUTIONAIRES WHOSE STRUGGLE MUST BE FOLLOWED. FROINES 
INDICATED PEOPLE MUST MOVE INTO COLLECTIVE RESISTANCE AND SERVE EVIC 
TION NOTICES ON GOV. NELSON ROCKEFELLER AND PRESIDENT RICHARD M. 
NIXON, AND PRISON OFFICIALS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. HE STATED, 

"IF INSTITUTIONS ARE UNRESPONSIVE, THEN THEY MUST BE SHUT DOWN." 

INDICATED THAT, IF AN INDIVIDUAL FEELS IT IS HIS RESPONSIBILITY 
TO ATTEMPT TO ACHIEVE THESE ENDS, HE SHOULD CARRY OUT WHATEVER IS 
NECESSARY TO DO SO. 


END PG TWO 
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NEXT SPEAKER WAS NYS ASSEMBLYMAN ARTHUR 0. EVE, BUFFALO, WHO 
SPOKE OF HIS ACTIVITIES ON NEGOTIATING TEAM AT ATTICA STATE PRISON 
AND THE FRUSTRATION OF SEEING ALL OF THEIR ATTEMPTS COME TO NOUGHT. 
HE ASKED EVERYONE TO WORK TWARD BRINGING THE DEMANDS OF THE 
PRISONERS TO PUBLIC ATTENTION STATEWIDE, NATIONWIDE AND WORLD¬ 
WIDE IN ORDER TO ATTEMPT TO PREVENT ANOTHER ATTICA FROM OCCURRING'. 

FINAL SPEAKER WAS DAVID TYRE DELLINGER WHO GAVE A LOW-KEYED 
SPEECH REGARDING THE ATTICA RIOT. DELLINGER STATED THAT WITH 
RESPECT TO FACTIONALISM IN THE ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT REGARDING ISSUES, 
« FEELS THAT THE TIME HAS NOW DEFINITELY COME FOR THE ANTI-WAR 
MOVEMENT TO PURSUE OBJECTIVES SUCH AS WELFARE AND PRISON REFORM. 

HE STATED IT CALLED TO MIND THE YEAR NINETEEN SIXTYSIX WHEN 
MARIN LUTHER KING’S ADVISORS WERE ADVISING HIM TO MAKE 
A STATEMENT AGAINST THE WAR IN VIETNAM. HE STATED THAT, AS KING' 
MADE AN ANTI-WAR STATEMENT, HE (DELLINGER) NOW FEELS THE ANTI¬ 
WAR MOVEMENT SHOULD ADDRESS ITSELF TO ISSUES OF CIVIL RIGHTS, 
WELFARE AND PRISON REFORM. 


END OF PAGE THREE 









DELLINGER STATED, IN ANSWER TO CRITICS WHO WOULD CHARACTERIZE 

THE ATTICA PRISONERS AS MURDERERS, HE CONSIDERS THE CHIEF MURDERER 

IN U.S. TO BE PRESIDENT RICHARD M. NIXON. HE STATED WITH RESPECT 

TO GOV. ROCKEFELLER, THAT IF HE EVER WON ANOTHER ELECTION IT WOULD BE 

THE BIGGEST CONDEMNATION FOR OUR COUNTRY AND A COUNTRY WHICH WOULD 

ALLOW THIS COULD WELL BE COMPARED TO NAZI GERMANY. 

DELLINGER CONCLUDED HIS REMARKS BY DISCUSSING BRIEFLY THE 

SEVENTYONE FALL OFFENSIVE PLANNED BY PEOPLES COALITION FOR PEACE 
AND JUSTICE (PCPJ). HE STATED THAT ON OCT. SEVEN NEJCT , PCPJ, EAST 

COAST CONSPIRACY TO SAVE LIVES (ECCSL ) AND OTHER GROUPS WOULD SPONSOR 
DEMONSTRATIONS AT DANBURY PRISON, ALLISTON PRISON, SAN QUENTIN, 
TERMINAL ISLAND , LOS ANGELEsjsPRI NGFIELD FEDERAL PRIOSN AND JOLIET 
FRIS0N. HE STATED IT WOULD BE UP TO INDIVIDUALS IN BUFFALO IF THEY 
WANTED ATTICA ADDED TO THIS LIST. 

DELLINGER STATED THAT ON OCT . THIRTEE N NEXT, THERE WILL BE 
MORATORIUM ON BUSINESS AS USUAL WITH CALL FOR WORK STOPAGES AND A 
GENERAL NATIONWIDE STRIKE. 

ON OCT.'S'IVE, VETERAN’S DAY, THE VIETNAM VETERANS AGAINST THE 
WAR IS CALLING FOR REPRESENTATIVES IN ALL VETERANS DAY PARADES 
AND THIS DATE WILL BE THE FIRST RETURN TO WASHINGTON, D .C . FOR 
PCPJ, AT WHICH TIME A PLANNED ONE WEEK OF NON- VIOLENT DIRECT ACTION 
AND CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE WOULD PROTEST AT HEALTH EDUCATION AND WELFARE, 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, PENTAGON AND STATE DEPARTMENT. HE CONCLUDED 
BY SAYING THERE WOULD BE MASS MARCHES AND RALLIES NOV. SIX, SEVENTY- 
ONE, THROUGHOUT COUNTER. 


i\ 


END OF PAGE FOUR 









PAGE FIVE 

SOURCE STATED SPEECHES WERE CONCLUDED APPROX. SIX P .M . A ND NO 
INDICATION WAS GIVEN OF ANY FURTHER RALLIES OR DEMONSTRATIONS TO 
BE PARTICIPATED IN BY 

SOURCE TWO WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE 
PAST ADVISED 

_i 

BUT APPEARED RELUCTANT TO MAKE A SPEECH BECAUSE OF POSSIBILITY OF 
BAIL REVOCATION. 


b6 | 
b7C 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

RE MY TEL SEPT. FO|IRIE£N_LASI^_££_HHinAGll TEL SEPT. 

FOURTEEN LAST CAPTIONED|___ AKA ET AL (TRAVEL 



SINCE FULL SECURITY COULD NOT BE GUARANTEED, SPEECH NOT 

taped . 

END 

RECD 008 007 
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21 0A-W" URGENT 9-15-71 


FtDLRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

?EP 15 

TELETYPI 

PXM 



DIRECTOR (ATTENTIONS DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION) 
FROM BUFFALO (157-1367) IP 


/ 


<o 

/{ r 7 / 


c* /q _5-rsl7~& j 3 o f/ 


RIOT BY INMATES ^JEW YORK STATE (NYS) CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 
ATTICA, NY, EXTREMIST MATTER. 



Mr. Tolson. 

Mr. Pelt 
Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Mohr__» ■ 

Mr. Bishop _ 

Mr. Miller, ES.. 

M i. Callahan_^(7/ 

Mr. Casper.-.. 

Mr. Conrad f 

Mr. Daih'-y _ . 

Mr. Cleveland__1 [ 

Mr. Ponder _[ 

Mr. Rosen.. 

Mr. Tavel _ 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. Seyars 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes- 

Miss Gandy- 

4 


WBEN TELEVISON, BUFFALO, N .Y. REPORTED SEPT. FOURTEEN LAS 
THAT RUSSELL G. OSWALD, NYS COMMISSIONER OF CORRECTIONS, AT A 
PRESS CONFERENCE LATE EVENING OF SEPT. FOURTEEN LAST AT ATTICA 
STATE PRISON REVERSED EARLIER STATEMENTS AND CONFIRMED THAT NINE 

r m 

HOSTAGES HAD BEEN KILLED BY GUNFIRE. OSWALD STATED DOES NOT KNOW 
WHERE SHOTS CAME FROM BUT CONCEDED THAT IT IS NOT KNOWN THAT THE 
INMATES HAD GUNS . §£ lOl 




BUREAU OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION, 


_ <T— 

NYSP, ADVISED BCI INVESTIGATORS AND MEDICAL EXAMINER FROM ' 

WESTCHESTER COUNTY NEW YORK INTEND TO CONDUCT ANOTHER EXAMINATION 

8 qtrp Qd. iq71 

OF ALL HOSTAGES BODIES MORNING OF SPET . FIFTEEN, SEVENTYONE . 13/1 



A8WCY: CRD, 

TkesiTttt* <<g 

HOWFORW, /&& ^ to ^te Hons. . 

MIE tow./S» , . y 0Meral - 


Incited in lett 

Atv 9 k ** 



REMYTEL SEP/”. FOURTEEN LAST. 



IPTLY BE ADVISED OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS . 


“cc to roiu 

Adm. data 


■?*** deleted" 











5-113a (9-29-65) 


)omestic Intelligence Division 


IN FORMATIVE NOTE 


9-15-71 


Attached concerns the riot which 
occurred at New York State Correctional 
facility in Attica, New York. Although 
press releases are saying that 32 inmates 
and 10 hostages were dead, our Buffalo 
Office has advised in attaohed and 
subsequently confirmed that the total 
as of 6 pm 9-15-71 was 30 inmates and 10 
hostages dead. Governor Rockefeller has 
selected Judge Harry D. Goldman of 
Rochester, New York, to appoint a five- 
man non-partisan panel to safeguard the 
constitutional rights of the prisoners at 
the Correctional facility. According to 
Goldman, Governor Rockefeller is concernet 
that there will be an objective fact¬ 
finding concerning the riot and wants to 
insure that the recommendations of 
Commissioner Russell G. Oswald which were 
made to the prisoners are carried out 
wherever possible. Goldman identified 
himself politically as a liberal and 
interested in civil rights. He is 67 yeai 
of age and presiding justice, Appellate 
Division, New York State Supreme Court, 
to which he was elected in 1956. 


Copy of attached sent Inter-Division 
Intelligence 4hiit. Pertinent parts wiill 
be included in summary to White House, Vi< 
President, Attorney General, Defense tel 
gence Agency and Secret Service. 

ABK:lrs J *-?— l^t 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

SEP 15197) \ jp|Q 

teletype' ' 


^ * Mr. SuMivan_ 


fMr. MillgMfil 
Mr. 

Mr. CasperjpS 

Mr. Conra*' 

Mr. Dalbey. 

Mr. Clevelarui. 
Mr. I’< L* 
Mr. i; W^ 

Mr. Tav’el_ 

Mr. Walters... 


a J Mr. Soyars_ 

m/&^' Tele. Room_ 

'W^ ' Miss Holmes_ 

M’iss Ganuy_ 




NR 001 BU CORE 

5-53 PM /URGENT 9-15-71 JVV 
TO DHTCCTOR 
/HTN : DID 

FROM BUFFALO (157-1367) 3P 


RIOT WT INMATES, NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY ,^ ATTICAj , y NEW 
TORK, EM. 

- Extremist Matter V; flr/il J 


A RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED THAT ONE ADDITIONAL ATTICA 1 TflfjDrATE £JED 
IN A BUFFALO HOSPITAL TODAY FROM WOUNDS RECEIVED IN ASSAULT ON,. u 

r t is ■ ' 

RIOTERS. TOTAL DEAD NOW IS THIRTY INMATES AND TEN EMPLOYEES.' 

A SECOND RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED TODAY A TEAM OF MEDIC*!. MC®)R$ 

RETAINED BY NEW YORK STATE (NYS) FROM ROCHESTER AND BUFFALO. Nr^**^ 

.Ting REC 20' •. -«r>Iv 

HAS COMPLETED EXAMINATION OF APPROXIMATELY TWELVE HUNDRED INMATg^ 5 ^ 

INVOLVED IN RltfT. FOUR JNMATES FOUND WHO REQUIRED HOSPITAL1Z ATI® ^ 

' r : 7 SFP 24 1971 j £j 

FOR INJURIES . . 7 , j *^1 

AN ARTICLE IN^EPTEMBER FIFTEEN INSTANT EDITION OF "BUFFALO L 

£ 

OOURIER EXPRESS," LOC%, DAILY NEWSPAPER, REPORTED THAT GOVERNOR j" 

NELSON A . ROCK|F^.lJR HAS SELECTED JUgg E HARRY T^gTtTOAN, O F jjf 

END PAGr . : m/;l 8) 
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PAGE TWO 

ROCHESTER A NY A J O APPOINT A FIVE-MAN NONPARTISAN PANEL TO SAFEGUARD 
THE CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS OF PRISONERS AT ATTICA CORRECTIONAL 

facility (acf). 

GOLDMAN STATED GOVERNOR ROCKEFELLER EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT 
THE PUBLIC SHOULD FEEL THE CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS OF THE PRISONERS - 
NOTWITHSTANDING WHAT HAS HAPPENED - SHOULD BE COMPLETELY SAFE¬ 
GUARDED.* ACCORDING TO GOLDMAN, GOVERNOR ROCKEFELLER IS GENUINELY 
CONCERNED THERE WILL BE OBJECTIVE FACT-FINDING CONCERNING THE ATTICA 
SITUATION AND WANTS TO INSURE THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF COMMISSIONER 
RUSSELL G. OSWALD ARE CARRIED OUT WHEREVER POSSIBLE. GOLDMAN 
IDENTIFIED THESE RECOMMENDATIONS AS THE TWENTYEIGHT PRISONER DEMANDS 
OSWALD HELD WERE JUSTIFIED. 

GOLDMAN WILL NAME PERSONS FROM PRINCIPAL ETHNIC GROUPS ©LACK 
AND PUERTO RICAN) INVOLVED IN THE ATTICA UPRISING AS WELL AS 
FERSONNEL EXPERT IN CORRECTION FACILITY PROCEDURE AND PRISON 
REFORM . 

GOLDMAN DEFINED HIMSELF POLITICALLY AS A LIBERAL AND VERY MUCH 
INTERESTED IN CIVIL RIGHTS. 


ARTICLE IDENTIFIES GOLDMAN, AGE SIXTYSEVEN , AS PRESIDING 

PELLATE DIVISION, NYS SUPREME COURT, FOURTH DEPARTMENT. 


END PAGE TWO 



PAGE THREE 


HE WAS ELECTED TO NYS SUPREME COURT IN FIFTYSIX AND APPOINTED TO 
APPELLATE DIVISION IN FIFTYSEVEN . 


ADMINISTRATIVE : 

REMYTELS SEPTEMBER FOURTEEN LAST . 

FIRST SOURCE IS 
SECOND SOURCE I 

INDICES OF BUFFALO OFFICE SHOW A HARRY D. GOLDMAN, NOT FURTHER 
IDENTIFIED, AS BEING ON ADVISORY COMMITTEE OF ROCHESTER BRANCH OF 
RUSIAN WAR RELIEF, INC., IN APRIL, FORTYFIVE, AS SET FORTH IN REPORT 
OF SaI 



, DATED JUNE THIRTY, FORTYFIVE, AT BUFFALO, 


AND CAPTIONED "RUSSIAN WAR RELIEF, INC.; IS (C)." 

Internal Security-Communist 

END 

LRS FBI WASHDC 



MR. TRAINOR 
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5-1 13a (9-29-65) 



Domestic Intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 

Date _ 


9-15-71 


Attached states attorney William , 
Kunstler held a press conference in New Yc|rk 
City on 9-15-71 and called for a mass 
demonstration in New York City on 9-18-71 
to protest the recent violence at New Yorty 
State Correctional facility, Attica, 

New York. 


Copy of attached sent Inter-rDivision 
Intelligence Unit. Pertinent parts will 
be included in summary to White House, 
Vice President, Attorney General, Defense 
Intelligence Agency and Secret Service. 






FEDERAL BUREAU CE !& 
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DIRECTOR 



ATT 010 

FROM NSW YORK 


Kr& , • 


DEMOBSIRA I101 UNION SQUARE* NYC* SEPTEMBER BBC EIGHT NEXT 
PROTESTING VIOLENCE Af ^TTICA STATE PRISON f NY| CIVIL UBREST 


ON THIS BATE ONE DEI. 



SECURITY AND INVESTIGATION 

C‘-*2 


SECTION BYCFD ADVISED THAT ATTORNEY WILLIAM KWNSTLER HELD A ; i) 
PRESS CONFERENCE THIS DATE IN NYC AND CALLED FOR A MASS 
DEMONSTRATION AT UNION SQUARE* NYC AT ONE PM SEPTEMBER ONE 
SIGHT NEXT. KUNSTLER CALL WAS FOR ALL ORGANIZATIONS TO JOIN 
IN PROTEST* 


b6 

b7C 


stated that it was assumes this MEANT NEW 


LEFT, PEACE GROUPS* BLACK ORGANIZATIONS AND ANYONE ELSE THAI 



WANTED TO ENGAGE IN THE PROTEST DEMONSTRATION* USA, 

Atton 

OF ABOVE* 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

NYO WILL FOLLOW CLOSELY AND ADVISE OF AL 
END 343? 



Y ADVISED 
them District 
ew York 
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Tolson _ 
Sullivan 
Mohr_ 


National drive launched 

By IRENA KNIGHT 1 

NEW YORK, Sept. 15 — A tionat Steering committee of the 


national campaign of demon¬ 
strations was announced to¬ 
day at a press conference 
here to protect the inhuman 
conditions af'Attica prison 
and penal sy stems through 
out the nation, t. ) 
The announcement fultuws' in 
the wake of the massacre of more 
than 30 inmates Sunday at Attica 
prison when Gov. Rockefeller re¬ 
fused the negotiating team more 
time to settle the question of am¬ 
nesty. 

William Kunstyer, civil rights 
lawyer and a member of the nego¬ 
tiating team was present at the 
press conference and called for 
Rockefeller’s resignation. 

“Rockefeller has blood on his 
hands likeLt. Calley,” he said. 

To demonstrate Oct. 2 
A call to demonstrate on Oct. 

2 was issued by a coalition of or¬ 
ganizations, which includes the 
Catholic Peace Fellowship, the 
Danbury Committee on Prisons, 
the Free Angela Davis Committee, 
the People’s Coalition for Peace 
and Justice (PCPJ), and the Pri¬ 
soner’s Solidarity Committee. 

The New York Free Angela Da¬ 
vis Committee announced today 
that it was turning its Sept. 25 
Central Park rally into a demon¬ 
stration also in support of the 
Attica prisoners. 

Beside demonstrations at Attica 
prison, rallies have been sched¬ 
uled at Danbury Federal Prison, 
Conn.; AMerson, W. Va.; Women’s 
Penitentiary, Kentucky; Los An¬ 
geles Terminal Island; San Quen- 
Springf ield, Mo. 
moastration Saturday 
ubbard, executive secretary 
Vietnam Veterans Against 
ir, and a member of the na- 



V 


People’s Coalition for Peace and 
Justice announced that the PCPJ 
was mobilizing for a demonstra¬ 
tion at Union Square this Satur¬ 
day at 1 p.m., to protest the Atti¬ 
ca massacre. The rally, he said, 
will be held in solidarity with a 

Third World demonstration call¬ 
ed for the same day. 

He said the VVAW would be mobi¬ 
lizing its membership nationally 
to participate in Oct. 2 protest 
demonstrations. 

Sister Elizabeth McAllister, a 
defendent in the Harrisburg ‘Con- 
spirac y’ Case , called for forma¬ 
tion e^9^tizens Committee to 
investigate the events at Attica.” 

Carmen Cavrigia, wife of an 
Attica prisoner, told the press 
conference: 

“I don’t know whether my hus¬ 
band is dead or alive. The wives 
of the prisoners should have re¬ 
ceived the same consideration 
the wives of the hostages. Instea 

we were called n-s’ 

the guards when we approach 
the prison gates.” 
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Rosen _ 

Tavel_ 


Walters_ 

Soyars _ 

Beaver_ 

Tele. Room 

Holmes _ 

Gandy _ 
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NOT RECOl 
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to CP' 
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The Washington Post 
Times Herald_ 


The Washington Daily News _ 

The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 

Daily News (New York)_ 

Sunday News (New York)_ 

New York Post_ 


The New York Times 

The Daily World_^ 

The New Leader_ 


zs. 


The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer _ 
People’s World_ 


Date 
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12:05 PM 


September 18, 1971 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLfiON 

MR. FELT 
MR. RULLIVAN 
MR. BISHOP 
MR. ROSEN 




aooorabb Egil Krogh, Deputy AaiiteA to the PnctBE lor 
Domestic Aflklrs a t the v htte House, calle d. He al l they had Jut re ceive d 
a call fr om Go v e rnor Nelson Rockefel ler of N e w York, in the wake oI the 
Attica PriMM* taeideat, and t he G o verno r mentioned that hie office had been 
receiving some bomb threats or something about the plaidneeat of bombe; 
that the Governor wae a little vague but did mentlon bomb threats aad asked 
that the FBI give him aad hie police unit, which Mr. Krogh assumed was a 
special detail of tee State Police, very test transmittal of aay^istematlm y" j 
developed by tea FBI rngar«&ag any bomb threats aad this would be paraiaM 
to the President's refract as the Governor to la a tight atirattraBad made 
Ms s tan d a n d sho uld be supported. I commented I teea ght be <ttd a xmxom&m 
thing. 


Mr. Krogh said they were Interested mow in providing Mm quick 
support aad back-up aad it weald help if we could get a fret response to Mm 
from the Bureau if any information is uaiovered. 1 MM Mr. Krogh I would 
eaa that orders are issued rlgM away as the Special Agent in Charge at 
Albany can assemble and obtain from the tefhk> and New York City Division 
any infor mation they may have el aay bomb threats in New York State. 

REMO 

Mr. FOB has bora las t rue led to handle tMe right away. ' 


ins t ructe d te handle tMe right a wnv. - w 

r - r , truhf .mil. 3f 

very truly yours, ^ sfp 2 i 1971 


Sullivan _ 

Mohr_ 

Bishop _ 

Miller, E.S. 
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Casper _ 

Conrad_ 

Dalbey_ 
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Ponder_ 

Rosen _ 

Tavel _JC 

Walters_ 

Soyars _ 
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NR 004 BU CODE ' ~ V 

1:45AM 9-16^711 TMT // PH NITEL 9-15-71 DAT 


Mr. Tolson-1 

Mr. Felt_-fl 

Mr. Sullivan-J| 

Mr. Mohr——/J] 
Mr. Bishop——Srjj 
Mr. Miller, FSVvj 

Mr. Callahan- J 

Mr. Casper- If 

Mr. Conrad- 

Mr. Dalbey- 

Mr. Cleveland- 

Mr. Ponder- 

Mr. Rosen-- 

Mr. Tavel- 

Mr. Walters- 

Mr. Soyars.— 

Tele. Room.-- 

Miss Hornes-- 

Miss Gandy- 


3^JDJ^€CT( 


CTOR (ATTN; 


r NEW YORK 

FROM BUFFALO (157-1367) IP 


Wm 

mi 


ri| 

WrtlA 


ATTICA , NY. EM. 


^ iCs-t Si- 1 -/ c 1 6 6 


A RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED SEPT. FIFTEEN, SEVENTY0 8E , THAT VlV 
RICHARD ROBiVpaLMERIS ALIVE AND STILL INCARCERATED ATTICA PRISON. 



rwsr® 

K**a 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

RETEL NEW YORK TY) DIRECTOR SEPT. FOURTEEN, SEVENTYONE. 
SOURCE 


ATTICA PRISON. 
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' SEP'].61971 
TELETYPE 

NNR 029 NY CODE 
7:50 PM URGENT 9-16-71 BGW 
TO DIRECTOR <157-22627) 

ATTN: DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 
BUFFALO 

FROM NEW YORK (157-6852) 


■f 

/ Dl 


BLACK PANTHER PARTY-CLEAVER FACTION; EXTREMIST MATTERS. 


ON SEPTEMBER FIFTEEN LAST, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, WHO HAS 
FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ASVISED BPP-CLEAVER 
FACTION IS^Hl POSSESSION OF LIST OF TWENTY TWO PRISONERS WHO WERE 
KILLED AF^TTICA STATE PRISON, NEW YORK, AND HAS CONTACTS FOR 
THE FAMILIES OF EIGHT OF THESE PRISONERS. AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED 
SIAD IS WORKING ON A COMMITTEE FOR COMMUNAL FUNERALS, WHEREBY 
HE WILL CONTACT SEVERAL FUNERAL HOMES AND ASK THAT THEYGIVE 

NOT RECORDED 

SOURCE LEARNED AN AD HOC COMMUNITY SHPMBlTn^i ON ATTICA 


THE SLAIN PRISONERS FREE BURIALS. 


HAS BEEN FORMED WHICH WILL BE HEADED B^J 



SOURCE LEARNED WILLIAM KUNSTLER, NYC ATTORNEY WHO DEFENDED 
THE CHICAGO SEVEN, AN 


END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TOW 

COMMITEE, WIL~SPEAK ON SEPTEMBER EIGHTEEN NEXT AT A RALLY IN 
NYC REGARDING THE EVENTS SURROUNDING THE ATTICA INCIDENT. 

SOURCE ADVISED THAT ON SEPTEMBER SIXTEEN INSTANT, A PRESS 
CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD IN KUNSTLER*S OFFICE, AT WHICH TIME A 

TELEGRAM WILL BE RELEASED WHICH IS BEING SENT TO THE APPELLATE 

\ 

COURT IN ROCHESTER, NEW YORK, THE CONTENTS OF TELEGRAM UNKNOWN 


TO SOURCE. SOURCE LEARNED IT WAS SUGGESTED THAT 



BE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN FORTHCOMING 


RALLY, BUT THAT NO DECISION WAS MADE REGARDING THIS SUGGESTION. 


SOURCE LEARNED THERE WILL BE A MEETING AT SEVEN PM ON 
SEPTEMBER SIXTEEN INSTANT AT MOUNT MORRIS PAXRK AMPHITHEATER, 
NYC, REGARDING ATTICA SITUATION. THE COORDINATORS OF THIS 
MEETING WILL REPORTEDLY MAKE THREE DEMANDS: CONE) TOTAL SUPPORT 
FOR THE TWENTY EIGHT DEMANDS GRANTED BY STATE CORRECTION 



, PLUS TOTAL AMNESTY 

FOR ALL INMATES; £ 

(TWO) 




b 


_ 

CRBfiTItitf 
(THREE) Z2SZ&Z&, 


OF AN INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE PRISONS IN AMERICA. 
END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 


ADMINISTRATIVE; 

RENYTEL INSTANT DATE. 

SOURCE IS | 

THIS SOURCE LEARNED THAT IT HAS BEEN DECIDED THAT ONLY BLACK 
PEOPLE SHOULD PARTICIPATE IN THE RALLY SCHEDULED ON SEPTEMBER 
EIGHTEEN NEXT IN NYC AND THAT WHITE PEOPLE SHOULD STAGE A 
SEPARATE RALLY IF THEY DES IRE TO EXPRESS THEIR OUTRAGE REGARDI NG 
ATTICA INCIDENT. HOWEVER, 

WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFROMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED IN 
REFERENCED TELETYPE THAI GROUPS OTHER THAN BLACK GROUPS WOULD 
PARTICIPATE. 

NEW YORK WILL FOLLOW INSTANT ACTIVITIES AND KEEP BUREAU 
ADVISED. 

END 

WA... JDR 
FBI WASH DC 
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NR 006 SF PLAINTEXT 
8:33PM NITEL/9/16/71 JAK 
TO DIRECTOR (ATTN: D.I.D.) 

ALBANY 

FROM SAN FRANCISCO (157-7061) IP 


- 

FACILITY , (^ 


Mr. Tolson — 

Mr. Pelt__ j 

Mr. Sullivan j i\JL 

Mr. Bishop — 

Mr. Miller, ES^tc. ff »v 
Mr. Callahan. 

Mr. Casper-Yv 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Bvbey j 

Mr. Cleveland 

Mr. Pender ___ 

Mr. Rosen__„ b*. 

Mr. Tavel __ i 

Mr. Walter*_- 

Mr. Soyars .... 

Tele. Room ..._ 

Miss Holmes 
Mis* Gandy_... 






RIOT BY INMATES, NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY , C ^ ^ \fl 

Attica . new york , extremist matter. ( 

RE AL TEL TO BUREAU, BU AND SF , SEPTEMBER SIXTEEN INSTANT 
BOBBBY SEALE WAS PRESENT IN SAN FRANCISCO AS OF ONE PM, 
SEPTEMBER SIXTEEN INSTANT. 
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END ... 
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TMT FBI WA FOR TWO TELS TU 




REC-60 


7 SEP 211971 ' 


6ISEP27W 

















FEDERAL BUREAU OF INViSTiGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS toCTIQKl 

SEP 171971/H 




NR 011 BU 


1159PM URGENT 9-16-71 PXM 


TO DIRECTOR (ATTENTION; DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISI 


;ion) 


ALBANY 

FROM BUFFALO (157-1367) 2P 




Mr. Tolson_, 

Mr. Pelt_ i 

Mr. Sullivan f 

^t^Mohr fj? $ut 
Mr. Fishop 
Mr. Miller, EafeK 
Mr. Call&tn.W* 
Mr. Casper ' 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Dai bey_ 

Mr. Cleveland_ 

Mr. Pender_ 

Mr. Rosen_. 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Walters.,_ 

Mr. S "'ars __ 

Tele. .Room_ 

Miss 1 1 “•.lies...™ 
Miss Candy__ 






£'7h 


JIOT BY INMATES, NYS CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 

Attica , ny , em _ 


LOCAL BUFFALO ATTORNEYS TODAY RENEWED MOTION FOR COURT ^ 

ORDER TO PERMIT THEIR ENTRY INTO ATTICA PRISON BEFORE USBC JUBGE^/ 

JOHN T. CURTIN, WDNY, BUFFALO, ACCORDING TO ARTICLE IN BUFFALO- 

EVENING NEWS , LOCAL BUFFALO NEWSPAPER. / 

B r appbox |-^ I 


STATE UNIVERSITY OF JX AT BUFFALO 
_ NYS NATIONAL GU 


ENTERED FACILITY WITH NG UNIT ABOUT TEN THIRTY AM, SEPT. 
THIRTEEN LAST. SUBSEQUENTLY OBSERVED A NUMBER OF INMATES 






CLUBBED AND BEATEN BY GUARDS AND NYSP WHILE AUTHORI 
REGAINING CONTROL OF FACILITY. pcr/£= 


END OF PAGE ONE 


RlflES VERL^ 


m SEP 24 1971 


4 r\ VnH ] 


•*GKBCY: CRD, 1$B7 
AC3I>0S *- 

HOW FORW 











IN REPLY TO MOTIOiy A NYS ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 
TOLD THE COURT ATTORNEYS OF INMATES WOULD M ADMITTED TO FACILITY 
BETWEEN NINE THIRTY AM AND THREE PM BEGINNING SEPT. SEVENTEEN, 
NEXT . 

JUDGE CURTIN RESERVED DECISION AND ORDERED STATE 
AUTHORITIES TO INSURE THAT BEATINGS 
D ID NOT RECURR . 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

REMYTEL SEPT SIXTEEN INSTANT. 
INDICES BUFFALO OFFICE NEGATIVE RE 
END 

RECD 007 011 
DCW FBI WASH DC 


MR. TRAINOR 
ROOM 712-A 9&D 


b6 | 
b7C 









FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

SEP 16 1971 m,) 


NR007 AL PLAIN 
9:50 PM URGENT 9*16-71 LVV 
TO DIRECTOR 
NEW YORK 
BUFFALO 

FROM ALBANY (157-1017) 3P 






Mr. Tolsnn 

Mr. Felt._ '_ t 

Mr. Sullivan_, 

Mr. Mohr i, ' 
Mr. Bishdip / 
Mr. Miller, ES"Z 

Mr. Callahan_ z. 

Mr. Casper,.._ 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. 1 : joy _ 

Mr. Cleveland_ 

Mr. IV-id-v / 
Mr. 

Mr. Tavel _ 

Mr. Walters__ 

M r. Soyars 
Tele. Room.—— 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy.._ 


/?/// e G, cj TAT€- pk/So a) 

Jr <X>/ • 


ATTICA PRISON INCIDENT - BOMB THREATS TO GOVERNOR ROCKEFELLER. 


RE BUTELCALL SEPTEMBER SIXTEEN, INSTANT. 
PURSUANT TO BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS GOVERNOR NELSON 


ROCKEFELLER AND ROBERT R. DOUGLAS, COUNSEL TO THE GOVERNOR 
WERE PERSONALLY CONTACTED AT THE STATE CAPITOL, ALBANY, BY 
SAC ODD T. JACOBSON AND ASAC MARLIN H. MOORE. NEITHER 
THE GOVERNOR OR MR. DOUGLAS HAD ANY SPECIFIC INFORMATION 
REGARDING BOMB THREATS OR THREATS BY MAIL, BUT EXPRESSED 


"1/ 


SINCERE CONCERN FOR THEIR OWN PERSONAL SAFETY AS 


THAT OF OTHER STATE GOVERNMENTAL OFFICIALS IN 


WELL 

m : 


THE ATTICA PRISON INCIDENT BECAUSE OF THE VOLUME Of HATE 


MAIL BEING RECEIVED AT GOVERNORS OFFICE. BOTH WERE ASSURED 

i A **'• 7*1 — r- -s- - —j * ^ r r r rs ^ 

™ ra vs /jyfe*. 


n SEP 221971 


57SEP 




93, ( 













PAGE TWO 


OF THE FBI’S COMPLETE COOPERATION IN FURNISHING ANY INFORMATION 
RECEIVED WHICH WOULD INDICATE BODILY HARM TO ANY STATE OFFICIAL 
OR ANY FORM OF REPRISALS. MR. DOUGLAS REQUESTED THAT ANY 
EXTREMIST INFORMANTS BE RE-ALERTED FOR INFORMATION BEARING 
ON THE ATTICA SITUATION AND HE WAS ASSURED THIS HAS 
ALREADY BEEN DONE. 



END PAGE TWO 











PAGE THREE 


THE GOVERNOR REQUESTED ALL INFORMATION REGARDING 
EXTREMIST ACTIVITIES ARISING OUT OF THE ATTICA INCIDENT 
BE DISSEMINATED TO BUREAU OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION, NEW 
YORK STATE POLICE ALBANY, NY. HE ASSURED ANY INFORMATION 
DEVELOPED BY THE STATE WOULD BE REFERRED TO THE ALBANY OFFICE 
FOR APPROPRIATE COORDINATION. 

THE GOVERNOR ADVISED JUDGE ROBERT FISHER, DEPUTY 
ATTORNEY GENERAL IS AT ATTICA CONDUCTING AN INVESTIGATION 
LOOKING TOWARD POSSIBLE PROSECUTION OF RIOT INSTIGATORS 
THERE AND REQUESTED ANY INFORMATION DEVELOPED IN THAT VEIN 
BE FURNISHED TO JUDGE FISHER DIRECTLY. HE WAS ASSURED 
THIS WOULD BE DONE. 

END 

EBM FBI WA CLR 












fCPtttM BUREAU OF INVEST!GAT!'" I 
rJBHUNiCATIONS SECTION 


SEP 161971 


TELETY 


"iaT' 

* £1 


NR 004 BU CODE 


8&lPM/fo?GENT 9-16-71 PXM / '/ j j 

■TO DIB^CTOR (ATTN s DOMESW INTELLIGENCE DIVISION) , 

r-ZL (L&stf 


Mr. ToliSOMC. 
-Mr. Felt JK 

Mr. Casper™. 
Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 1 
Mr. 

Mr. Walters. 
Mr. Soyars 
Tele. Room ... 
Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy 




FROM BUFFALO (157-1367) 4 P 


fl-h+ic a j>/n 7 c fk-sj ^ 

RIOT BY INMATES .$NEW YORK STATE CORRECHONAL FACILITY jJJXISLSU 


NY, EXTREMIST MATTER. 


PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER 


ATTICA S 


FRISON, ADVISED THAT FOLLOWING A TELEPHONE CALL FROM U^S 

SENATOR JAMES BUCKLEY (CONSERVATIVE, N .Y .) , BUCKLEY ’Sj 

-a Fy. 7 / 7 /f RFD 7 f) — - 2 r-*tr?, 



Si 

m 


APPEARED AT 


C A PR? S^ON THlV MOR^f f0 . 


THE FACTS'cO$££jF^)ING THE RIOT. ' " l6 SEP ^ 

BUD wlcK^F^CITY EDITOR, "BUFFALO EVENING NEWS", LOCAL**— — 
DAILY NEWS#P^ PUBLISHED AT BUFFALO, N .Y ., ADVISED TODAY THAT THE 


Uty - 60 

.16 SEP 


"BUFFALO EvCTING NEWS" HAD RECEIVED AN ANONYMOUS TELEPHONE CALL 


FROM WHAT SOUNDED LIKE A BLACK MALE. 




REVOLUTIONARY WAR FRQJNX. 




STATED "BLACK t P_EyPLE*S 


EF ELLER 


RESPONSIBLE FOR ATTEMPTS TO START FIRE^TW^J^ALO CITY;XEOURT 
BUILDING TODAY', THAT THIS WAS THE FIRST IN A SERIES OF 
EVEflfs, AND THAT THEY PLAN +0 BURN BUFFALO 4 IN THE NE%J^( . 
OONFIRME0T'fHERt HAD BEEJk TWO FIRES IN BUFFfliLclc ITY COURT 

END '^eluded in summary to White House 

ynftckruqaiXy'STetea and Attorney General. D£ 


WACKER 


and Attorney General. D£ 































PAGE TWO 


BUlLtfSWf TODAY WHICH WERE EXTINGUISHED BY CITY COURT PERSONNEL AND 
BUFFALO FIRE DEPT. 

A BUFFALO, NY, POLICE OFFICER ADVISED THAT AT APPROXIMATELY 
ONE PM TODAY RADIO STATfW tBLK , BUFFALO, RECEIVED A SIMILAR 


TELEPHONE CALL ATTRIBUTING THE ATTEMPTED ARSON TO THEiv 
TOOTHS REVOLUTIONARY WAR FBSSIl. 


A RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED TODAY THAT 


|CK__ 


QRGAWIZATlQWflaUU.IL 


.D UNITY. INDEPENDENCE. LIBERY/T AND 


DIGNITY) WILL SPONSOR A "BLACK FRIDAY" AT ELEVEN AM, SEPT. 

; VSS&Z 5 ***™ 

S!VENTEEN NEXT, AT BUFFALO WAR MEMORIAL STADIUM TO HONOR THE 
"BROTHERS MURDERED" AT "ATTICA STATE CONCENTRATION CAMP." 

AS OF ELEVEN AM TODAY, THREE DECEASED INMATES REMAIN 
UNIDENTIFIED ACCORDING TO ALLAN MILLS, DIRECTOR OF CORRECTIONAL 
INDUSTRY, ATTICA STATE PRISON. 

A COPYRIGHTED ARTICLE APPEARING IN THE "DEMOCRAT AND 
CHRONICLE," A ROCHESTER, NY, DAILY NEWSPAPER, ON PAGE ONE OF 
TODAY’S SUNRISE EDITION, CONTAINS THE RESULTS OF AN INTERVIEW 


WITH DAV1 


„ DTRECTOR_QELjm£~SCHOai_=.-BA&EMT ADVTSQBS. 


TO THE jt-IGHBOEHOOD--.(SPAN ) AND FURTHER DESCRIBED AS A ROCHESTER -,UyL 
BLACK LEADER. IN THIS ARTICLE, ANDERSON IS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT 


END OF PAGE TWO 










WILLIAM KUNSTLER, THE CIVIL RIGHTS LAWYER, TURNED 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH ATTICA PRISONERS FROM NEAR AGREEMENT TO AN 
IMPOSSIBLE DEMAND FOR AMNESTY. THE ARICLE STATES THAT DAVID ANDERSON 
SPENT SEVENTEEN HOURS INSIDE ATTICA PRISON LAST FRIDAY AS A PRISONER- 
INVITED MEMBER OF THE NEGOTIATION TEAM. ANDERSON WAS FURTHER QUOTED 
IN THE ARTICLE AS STATING , "KUNSTLER CAME .IN THERE AND BEGAN TO TAKE 
OFF ON SOME THINGS THAT WERE VERY TOUCHY IN OUR MINDS WITH THE 
PRISONERS". KUNSTLER HEIGHTENED THEIR EXPECTATIONS ABOUT GETTING? 
AMNESTY. IT PICKED UP AND PUT THE INMATE LEADERSHIP 
WE HAD BEEN DEALING WITH BEFORE HE CAME IN A PRECARIOUS POSITION, 

ft 

AND THE LEADERSHIP BEGAN TO SPREAD OUT." THE ARTICLE FURTHER 
STATES THAT ANDERSON SAID THE COMMITTEE OF TWENTY NINE 
CHASTIZED KUNSTLER FOR STRESSING THE AMNESTY AND INFLAMING THE 
TONES OF NEGOTIATIONS. THE ARTICLE FURTHER STATED THAT KUNSTLER 
SAID EARLY TODAY (SEPT. SIXTEEN INSTANT) FROM HIS WESTCHESTER 
CO., NY, HOME THAT ANDERSON’S STATEMENTS WERE UNTRUE, THAT THI 
PRISONER’S DEMANDS WERE THEIR OWN, AND NOBODY TOLD THEM WHAT TO 
DO OR WHAT NOT TO DO. KUNSTLER FURTHER SAID THAT ANDERSON COULD 
NOT KNOW THE TRUTH BECAUSE HE WAS NOT THERE SATURDAY, SUNDAY, OR 
MONDAY (SEPT. ELEVEN, TWELVE, THIRTEEN LAST). 


END OF PAGE THREE 









PAGE F*OftR 
ADMINISTRATIVE 


REMYTELS SEPT. FIFTEEN LAST. 
RELIABLE SOURCE IS 



POLICE OFFICE MENTIONED IN DETAILS IS 


INFORMATION RE FIRES AT BUFFALO CITY COURT BUILDING 
DISSEMINATED TO SECRET SERVICE, NYSP , BlftflASP HUNDRED EIGHTH 


MIG . 


New York State Police 


Military Group 
P. /MMM 


^ MR. TRAINOR 

\l£? ROOM 712-A 9&D 










5-1 13a (9-29-65) 


Domestic Intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 

Dat« _ 


9-16-71 


Attached concerns the riot at New YorH 

State Correctional Facility, Attica, 

New York. Two fires were set in the Buffal|< 
^ity Court Building on 9-16-71 and were 
exttigg$&lK&dtiby court personnel and the 
Buffalo Fire Department. An Organization 
called Black People's Revolutionary War Frcjnj 
Against Oswald and Rockefeller has claimed 
responsiblity for these fires. A Neg ro 
member of the Civil Negotiating Team which 
had been meeting with the prisoners during 
the riot has accused at torney William Kuns tjlje r 
Who wag also a member of the same Team oi_ 
It-mmnine these negotiations from a ncay , 
agreement to an impossible demand fbr ~ 
amnesty bv the prisoners, he stated "Kunsjl 
came in there and began To take off on 
some things that were very touchy in their 
minds with the prisoners." Kunstler hag- 
denied these charges w 


Copy of attached sent Inter-Division 
Intelligence Unit. Pertinent parts will 
be included in summary to White House, 
Vice President, Attorney General, Defense 
Intelligence Agency and Secret Service. 




hr 





SEP 24 


enclosure 
















NR003 AL CODE 
3:08 PM URG/nT 9-16-71 MJC 
TO DIRECT 1 

(ATTNA DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION) 
BaFpLO (157-1367) 

SAN FRANCISCO (157-1969) 

FROM ALBANY (157-1017) 3P 



_. > 4 , 



1 /(6L ^ 

RIOT BY INMATES (Q\IEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 
ATTICA, NEW Y&EUU-EXTREMIST MATTER. 


CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, RELIABLE, CORNELL UNIVERSITY, ITHACA, 
NEW YORK , ADVISED THAT BLACK STUDENTS AT CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
WILL MARCH ACROSS CAMPUS FROM THE SOUTH GATE TO THE AFRICANA 
STUDIES CENTER AT NORTH CAMPUS BEGINNING TWELVE NOON TODAY. 

THE MARCH IS ADVERTISED AS A "SILENT MEMORIAL PROCESSION IN 
HONOR OF OUR COURAGEOUS BROTHERS WHO WERE MASSACRED AT ATTICA 


STATE PRISON". FOLLOWING THE PARADE A MEMORIAL SERVICE WILL 

„ f ¥¥ -S'otoS'- 

BE CONDUCTED AT THE AFRICANA STUDIES SOURCE HAS NC 


INFORMATION THAT INDIVIDUALS OUTSIDE THE UNIVE 


n 


it 




SEP 27 1971 


END PAGE ONE 
















AL 157-1017 
PAGE TWO 

PARTICIPATE IN THIS ACTIVITY. 


STATE AND LOCAL POLICE ARE CpGNIZANT . 



COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION 


PROJECTS CCOSEPS ) AT CORNELL UNIVERSITY. 

THE APRIL TWENTYEIGHT, NINETEEN SIXTYNINE, ISSUE OF THE 
"ROCKFORD MORNING STAR", A ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS, DAILY NEWSPAPER, 
CONTAINED AN ARTICLE BY REPORTER JERRY IDASZAK CONCERNING THE 
BLACK PANTHER PARTY CBPP ) IN ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS. IN THE ARTICLE 


THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY IS A BLACK EXTREMIST ORGANIZATION 
STARTED IN OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, IN DECEMBER NINETEEN SIXTYSIX, 
IT ADVOCATES THE USE OF GUNS AND GUERRILLA TACTICS TO BRING 
/©OUT THE OVERTHROW OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. 


END PAGE TWO 










AL 157-1017 


PAGE THREE 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

STAG 

RE SAN FRANCISCO TEL SEPTEMBER FIFTEEN LAST. 
CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE IS 

SAN FRANCISCO ADVISE ALBANY IMMEDIATELY ANY INFORMATION 
BOBBY SEALE TRAVELED TO CORNELL UNIVERSITY. 

ALBANY WILL FOLLOW DEMONSTRATION THROUGH ESTABLISHED 
SOURCES AND ADVISE. 

END 

LRS FBI WASHDC 




HORNER 


(V _rq qw1 


724 9&^ 









V ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF fljVESTiG^T-QN 

COMMUNICATiOrjfcECrjj6,M 

sep i ? ijmJ 

NR006 AL PLAIN 'l 

teletype: 

12:27 AM 9-17-71 URGENT 9-16-71 LVV 


TO DI 


IfJgtfTC 




jr" ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED , 

BUFFALO HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 02-08-2006 BY 60309 AUC TAM/MLT/CLS , 

FROM ALBANY C157-101 7> 3P HI Qoly 


FROM ALBANY (157-1017) 3P 

glMJBX INMATES^MW XQfiK-SIAIE CORRECJIO NA|. FACILITY, 

ATTICA, NEW YORK, EXTREMIST MATTER^^PEMQ|1.SIBAIIP1 AT ITHACA, NY, 
SEPTEMBER SIXTEEN NINETEEN SEVENTYONE, 

w Q±+tC,G _ StCLtc rtt^jQrj / YP) 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Sullivan__ 

Mr. Mohr Zj 
Mr. Bishop.32 
Mr. Miller, ESS 
Mr. Callaha^L 
j Mr. Casper • 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Da!b;y_ 

Mr. Cleveland... 

Mr. Ponder... 

Mr. Rosen__ 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. Soyars . 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Hornes...... 

Miss Gandy_ 


y 

■■ iran ii ii mysnipi i| 


RE ALBANY MEMORANDUM DATED AND CAPTIONED AS ABOVE. /fllgUL&r 

V * 

A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION 
IN THE PAST HAS ADVISED THAT A MARCH ACROSS CORNELL UNIVERSITY 7*7 
CAMPUS, ITHACA, NEW YORK, AT NOON ON SEPTEMBER SIXTEEN, SEVENTYONE 
BY UNIVERSITY STUDENTS AND FACULTY WAS PEACEFUL. ABOUT - 

TWO HUNDRED BLACK AND SEVENTY FIVE WHITE INDIVIDUALS 
PARTICIPATED IN THE MARCH, WHICH WAS SOLEMN AND SYMBOLIC /j 

IN THAT AN EMPTY COFFIN WITH HONOR GUARD WAS PART OF THE 
PROCESSION. UPON ARRIVAL AT THE CORNELL UNIVERSITY _ >y/ ~ 

AFRICANA STUDIES CEN£j^| THRE|^ DYNAMITER H^ 

WAS RECEIVED AT THE UNIVERSITY SWITCHBOARD^ fl^TH ^COOPe’raTI QI . 

OF BLACK STUDENTS, THE UNIVERSITY SAFETY DIVISION AND _ nr . 

ID SFP 21 

CAYUGA POLICE DEPARTMENT, A SEARCH OF THE BUILDING FAILED __ 


END PAGE ONE 


“CC to 1DU.. 1 
Adm. data deleted" 


Sfl 2^)971 
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PAGE TWO 

TO LOCATE ANY EXPLOSIVES. FOLLOWING THE MARCH MEMORIAL SERVICES 
BY BLACKS 

ONLY WAS CONDUCTED AT THE AFRICANA STUDIES CENTER WHICH 
TERMINATED ABOUT TWO THIRTY P.M. WITHOUT INCIDENT. THE SOURCE 
ADVISED A CIRCULAR WAS DISTRIBUTED ON THE CORNELL CAMPUS THE AFTERNOON 
OF SEPTEMBER SIXTEEN, NINETEEN SEVENTYONE BY UNKNOWN INDIVIDUALS CALLING 
FOR A DEMONSTRATION IN FRONT OF THE TOMPKINS COUNTY JAIL, ITHACA, 

NEW YORK, AT FOUR THIRTY P.M., SEPTEMBER SEVENTEEN NEXT. THIS 

DEMONSTRATION , ACCORDING TO THE CIRCULAR, WILL BE 

"IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE RESISTANCE OF THE ATTICA PRISONERS 

AND OUTRAGED BY THE MASSACRE OF PRISONERS AND GUARDS AT THE HANDS OF 

NELSON ROCEFELLER AND HIS MILITARY FORCES". 

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA: 

STAG. 

RE ALBANY TELETYPE TO BUREAU, BUFFALO AND SAN FRANCISCO, 

SEPTEMBER SIXTEEN INSTANT. 


END PAGE TWO 





PAGE THREE 


SJQU.RC.El 


WAS UTILIZED 


ALBANY WILL FOLLOW DEMONSTRATIONS AND ADVISE* Cf) 


END 

HOLD PLS 

DCW FBI WASH DC 


MR. TRAlNOft 

ROOM 712-A 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE 



m- 


i 



DATE: 04-19-2006 
F 8 I 'CLASSIFIED BY 60309/AUC/TAM/DCG/hls 

DECLASSIFY ON: 25X 3.3(1) 04-19-2031 

Date: 9/17/71 ~ I 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


0 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(. ! 


(Priority) 


TO: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


./ r 


FROM: 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-174297) 


SUBJECT: DEMONSTRATION AT OFFICE OF GOVERNOR 
ROCKEFELLER, NYC, BY VIETNAM PEACE 
PARADE COMMITTEE AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
ON 9/13/71 IN CONNECTION WITLKATTICA, i ,/J 

NY, CORRECTIONAL FACILITY EIG r /S-—-“-* 

TS-^IEW LEFT 


l / 


4' w ’ 





ReNYtels to Bu dated 9/13 & 14/71. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are six copies of an LHM 
concerning c^tionea matter. 


3 


One copy of Lilli being furnished US Attorney, SDNY 
because of their possible interest in this matter. 

/2-Bureau/?En^s - 6) ( RM) L B As-- c/t-h-<. v.j 

1-New York 1 i - <s~o 6 & 


9 


1-New York 
1- 
1 


M- 




-New York (100-148916'l (YAWF) (4l)___ 

-New York (100- ) (MADAM BINH BRJ^AACBtir'Q-pDFD 

1-Nev; York 100-156835 (PAVPPC) 

1-Nevr York ( 3.00-164665 i (WLM) (42) SEP 28 1971 


S,-4 


/ 


1-New York (174-1413) 
1-New York (100-170212 
1-New York (100-150888 
1-Nev; York (100-156460 
1-New Yor (100-167357 
1-Uew Yorx (100-150065 
1-New York (100-166592 
1-New York (174-1492) 
l~New York 


/ / / 
aly - 

> ■ H i c / 


i -r. —:n t'.t.n-- 3 


JRN:ihr 
{l8) 

- 



r'.r-fr-:c t . </0/- ;vt. 
rc .riKJy///" “ ' 


/c ./A'c/ 
r;:.v. __ ;-v> 

57 , .. 4 ; .- 
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55 OCT 


GS 


v/M 

•1 * -\lv 




r„ 
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X 
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;b7C 


?b7D 
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I -^- 

eciaUAgent in Charge 


Sent 


.M 


Per 


\ I u . s. c 

SECRET 


GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: ifl7l — 413 — 135 










NY 100-174297 

The SAS who observed the demonstration at 22 
Vest 55 th St., NYC, 9/13/71 were: 



Sources utilized were; 

NY T-l 
NY T-2 
NY T-3 
NY T-5 
NY T -6 
NY T-7 
NY T -8 
NY T-9 



files in the NYO: 


is subject of following 



In addition to above case files, a nev/ case has been 
opened, and presently under investigation, regarding his arrest 
mentioned in attached LHM I "* 1 * 


concerning 
under I " 


Norther investigation regarding this matter 
land disposition of arrest will be reported 


This LHM is being classified, "Conf^tfantial" to 
protect NY T-l through NY T-3 and NY T-5 & T-6, live 
informants of continuing value. The unauthorized disclosure 
of information furnished by the above sources could reveal 
their identity and could be prejudicial to the security 
interests of the US. 


















NY 100-174297 


NON-SYMBOL INFORMANT ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 

KYCPD (by request) 


CAUTION: NOT TO BE DISSEMINATED TO RESIDENT AGENTS, 


DETACH 











DECLASSIFIED BY 60309/AUC/fffl? 
ON 04-19-2006 
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STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


In Kc/ily, Flense Itcjer to 


fuc No. NYfile (100-174297) 


RAL BUREAU OF IX V E ST IG AT ION 

New York, New York 
September 17, 1971 


1 


Demonstration at Office of 
Governor Rockefeller, New York 
City, by Vietnam Peace Parade 
Committee and Other Organizations 
on September 13, 1971, in 
Connection with Attica, New York, 
Correctional Facility Riots 


All sources used in this memorandum have 
furnished reliable information in the past. 

On September 13, 1971, NY T-l furnished information 
that the Vietnam Peace Parade Committee (VPPC) advised on the 
same date that a demonstration was to take place at the 
office of Governor Rockefeller in New York City (NYC) on 
September 13, 1971 at 5:00 p.m., regarding the situation at 
Attica, New York (NY). 

VPPC 

The VPPC, also called Fifth Avenue Vietnam 
Peace Parade Committee (FAVPPC), is a NYC 
based organization which has-organized and 
participated in anti-Vietnam war 
demonstrations in NYC and elsewhere. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). It is tbe 
property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

s'# f’tp's"" ~ 

P"7~7^ta^- 










Demonstration a 
Governor Rockefe- 




ffice of 
er. New York 


City, by Vietnam Peace Parade 
Committee and Other Organizations 
on September. 13, 1971, in 
Connection with Attica, New York, 
.Correctional Facility Riots 


NY T-2 on September 13, 1971 advised that a 
Women's Liberation Movement group known as the Madam 
Binh Brigade was to participate in a demonstration at 22 
West 55th Street, NYC (Governor Rockefeller's NYC office) 
at 5:00 p.m., September 13, 1971. 

NY T-3 on September 13, 1971 furnished information 
that on September 13, 1971, a group known as the Madam Binh 
Brigade is scheduled to demonstrate at the NYC office of 
Governor Rockefeller. This source stated that Madam Binh 
Brigade is a group of women who organized around the George 
Jackson slaying in California and the Attica Prison riots. 

From this, their action will probably revolve around a general 
prison reform theme. 

NY T-4 on September 13, 1971 advised that Youth 
Against War and Fascism (YAWP) will participate in a 
demonstration at Governor Rockefeller's office in NYC on 
September 13, 1971. 

YAWF 

YAWF is the youth group of the Workers World 

Party (WWP). 

WWP 


The WWP was founded in 1959 by individuals who 
disagreed with policies of the Socialist Workers 
Party (SWP). The WWP dissidents advocated 
unconditional support of the Soviet Union and 
the building of a revolutionary party geared to 
the overthrow of capitalism. More recently the 
^WWP has called for peaceful solutions to Sino- 
Soviet disputes. 


The SWP has been designated pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 





Demonstration at Office of 
Governor Rockefeller, New York 
City, by Vietnam peace Parade 
Committee and Other Organizations 
on September 13, 1971, in 
Connection with Attica, New York, 
Correctional Facility Riots 


Special Agents (SAS) of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) observed a demonstration on West 55th 
Street (NYC) in front of Governor Rockefeller's Office 
on September 13, 1971* At 5:00 p.m., approximately 50 
individuals picketed in a barricaded area in front of 22 
West 55th Street, NYC. Between 5:00 and 6:00 p.m., a 
maximum of 500 people marched and chanted at the above 
location. This crowd was made up of mainly white and Puerto 
Rican young people. There were very few blacks among the 
demonstrators. The only organization identified by banners 
and leaflets was the YAWF, whose banner, bearing the name, 
"Prisoners Solidarity Committee," stated "Tear Down The 
Jails." 


Although the crowd was very vocal, there were no 
incidents until about 6:00 p.m. when the police barricades 
were overturned and the group of demonstrators proceeded 
west on 55th Street to 6th Avenue and then south on 6th 
Avenue, where they marched down the middle of the street, 
delaying traffic and continuing their chants. The crowd 
proceeded south on 6th Avenue to 42nd Street, then east on 42nd 
Street to Grand Central Station. They entered the Grand 
Central main lobby where they milled around until 6:45 p.m., 
at which time the crowd dispersed. 

Among those present at the demonstration, September 
13, 1971, at 22 West 55th Street were the following: 


b6 


1 

















Demonstration at Office of 
Governor Rockefeller, New York 
City, by Vietnam Peace Parade 
Committee and Other Organizations 
on September 13, 1971, in 
Connection with Attica, New York, 
Correctional Facility Riots 


On June 24, 1971, indictment was returned by 
the Federal Grand Jury, S outhern Distri ct of 

New York (SDNY), chargin g | ' _ | wi th 

violation of Title 26, United States Code 
(USC), Section 5822(e), SB6 l(f V and 56 71; 

Title 18, USC, Section 844(i). | I was released 

on previous $10,000 personal recognizance bond and 
$1,000 cash security. 


. NY T-5 on December 22, 1970 advised 

[_]Youth International parry 

"{YIP) Collective in Boston, Massachusetts. 

YIP 

The YIP, also known as Yippies, is a loosely- 
knit,. anti-establishment, revolutionary youth 
organization formed in NYC in January, 1968. 


NY T-6 on June 2, 1971 advised [ 1 

1 1 YAWF, 58 West 25th Street, 

NY, NY. 




] S^uclents 


For a Democratic Society (SDS) Weatherman demonstration 
rinr-tng the Democratic National Convention. 

Jwas acquitted of the above charges on 
U7 1970. • . 
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Demonstration aA^ffice of 
Governor Rockef^Eer, Hew York 
City, by Vietnam peace Parade 
Committee and Other Organizations 
on September 13, 1971, in 
Connection with Attica, Hew York, 
Correctional Facility Riots 




SPG 

SDS was founded during June, 1962 at Port 
Huron, Michigan, and in the 19o0's functioned 
as the leading New Left campus-based student 
organization in the United States (US). From a 
stance of "participatory democracy," the SDS 
moved to a radical-revolutionary position. It 
maintained' a national office at 160 S West 
Madison Street, Chicago, Illinois, until 
February, 1970. Internal factionalism during 
1969 produced three main factions: Weatherman, 
Revolutionary Youth Movement (RYM), and Worker 
Student Alliance (WSA). The Weatherman and 
RYM no longer consider themselves associated 
with the SDS. The WSA faction continues to use 
, the name SDS. 



A leaflet distributed at the demonstration at 
Governor Rockefeller's office, 22 West 55th Street, NYC, on 
September 13, 1971 captioned, "Protest- Rockefeller's Massacre 
of Attica Prisonersi" This leaflet which listed the sponsor: 
Prisoners Solidarity Committee, 58 West 25th Street, NYC, 
10010 , phone 989 - 3932 , stated in part as follows: 


- 5 - 











Demonstration at Office of 
Governor Rockefeller, New York 
City, by Vietnam peace parade 
Committee and Other Organizations 
on September 13, 1971, in 
Connection with Attica, New York, 
Correctional Facility Riots 


"Join us in demonstrating our support for the 
Attica prisoners and their Just demands. Tell Roclefeller 
and the ruling class he represents that they can't get 
away with this massacre. They are guilty of. murder. The 
blood of Attica is on their hands I 

"Demonstratei--Today--Monday 
September 13, 1971--5 -p.m. 

Rockefeller's Office—22 W. 55 St. 

(Between 5 th & 6 th Ave.)" 


On September 13 , 1971, Detective 


and Investigation Section (SIS). New York City Poli ce 


Security 


Department (NYCPD), advised SA 


records of 


his Section reflect one arrest during the above described 
demonstration. At approximately 6:00 o'clock, an 
individual was near 6 th Avenu e and GGth Street. NYC.[ I 


Detective 


Jail, Rike rs island, tty Badge [ 

advised SA 


Rikers Island 
on September 13, 1971 


that about 5:30 p.m. on 


same dat e, as he was proceeding west on 55 th Street, NYC, 
In a rah I 


[ 


uocaaea at TTesT 55t7T STreeT,. 
According to 


individual J_ 


1, The unknown 
proceeded east 

















Demonstration' at Office of 
Governor Rockefeller* New York 
City* by Vietnam Peace Parade 
Committee and Other Organizations 
on September 13* 1971j in 
Connection with Attica* New York* 
Correctional Facility Riots 



Sergeant 

September 13* 1971 auvrsea sa 



[_JLiberated Guardian Office* 14 Cooper 

Square* NY* NY. 

"Liberated Guardian 11 

The "Liberated Guardian" was created in April, 
1970 through active and violent dissent 
against the politics and policies of the 


CON 
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Demonstration at Office of 
Governor Rockefeller,, New York 
City, by Vietnam Peace parade 
Committee and Other Organizations 
on September 13, 1971, in 
Connection with Attica, New York, 
Correctional Facility Riots 


"Guardian." Its major aims were to produce a 
"more revolutionary" paper, to operate 
collectively within it and to maintain by 
design a loose political position. 

The "Guardian” 

The "Guardian" is self-described as an 
"independent radical news weekly" which takes 
a strong left position but is not identified 
with any organized group. It is considered 
to be the largest radical weekly in America. 

NY T-8 advised on September 23. 1969 that 

I peace 

Corps | ITurkey, 

attended the Committee of Returned Volunteers 
(CRV) General Assembly at Minneapolis, Minnesota 
from September 12 through 16, 19§9« 


The CRV is an independent national organization 
of persons who have worked as volunteers in 
Asia, Africa and Latin America. The CRV seeks 
radical change in US policy towards Asia, Africa 
and Latin America. As of March, 1971, a small 
inactive group of individuals interested in the 
CRV existed in the Los Angeles,■California area. 


NY T-9 advised on May *8, 1969 that 
a meeting of the FAVPPC on Anrll k 



attended 


C 0 L 
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Mr. Tolson__ 
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Mr. Miller, E&2i| 
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Mr. Conrad._ f-\ 

Mr. DaUuv L 
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Mr. Pondur^Kj- 
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Mr. Tavel__ 

‘ ML Walter sC.-~ 
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BUFFALO 


FROM ALBANY (157-1017) 2P 





Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. Pelt_ 

Mr. Sullivan_ 

Mr. Mohr_- 

Mr. Bishop ..V 

Mr. Miller, ES\Z 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Dalbey .. 

Mr. Cleveland_ 

Mr. Pender_ 

Mr. Rosen__ 

I Mr. Tavel_j 

Mr. Walters _ 

Mr. S-'Vars . 

Tele. Room.. 

Miss H -•.lies. 

Miss Gandy_ 


RIOT BY INMATES, NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 
^TTICA. NEW YORK, DEMONSTRATION AT TOMKINS COUNTY JAIL, 


ITHACAL NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER SEVENTEEN, NINETEEN SEVENTYONE 




EXTREMIST MATTER. 

LVT r<!_ ?R■' o tJ 

REFERENCE IS MADE TO APREVIOUS MEMORANDUM IN THIS 
MATTER DATED" SEPTEMBER SIXTEEN, NINETEEN SEVENTYONE, AT 
ALBANY, NEW YORK. 

ABOUT FOUR FORTY PM, SEPTEMBER SEVENTEEN, NINETEEN £ 

SEVENTYONE, ABOUT ONE HUNDRED CORNELL UNIVERSITY AND ITHACA 

COLLEGE STUDENTS GATHERED AT DE WITT PARK IN DOWNTOWN ITHACA, 

* 

NEW YORK, AND MARCHED TO THE TOMPKINS COUNTY JAIL, ITHACA. 

AT THE JAIL SPEECHES WERE MADE ON BEHALF OF THE DEAD PRISONERS 

i/-# 

AT ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY AND AGAIN^VIOLEN£5_,AND A . , r , c ~ 

Rt-C-GQ ~ “ 

OPPRESSION OF THE PEOPLE. THE DEMONSTRATION WAS ORDERLY AND 


THERE WERE NO INCIDENTS. DEMONSTRATION LASTED ABOUT 


V. SEP 21 197i 


END PAGE ONE 




- -^cclo iDIU * 
* Acfm. data deleted* 
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PAGE TWO 

THIRTY MINUTES. 

ADMINISTRATIVE : 

STAG . 

RE ALBANY TELETYPE TO BUREAU SEPTEMBER SIXTEEN, SEVENTYONE . 
STATE POLICE, WITH WHOM LIAISON MAINTAINED FOR 
DISSEMINATION TO THE GOVERNORS OFFICE, HAVE BEEN ADVISED. 

END 
D CW 

FBI WASH DC 



HORNER 
room 724 9&D 



READ C; INVEoT'iIM I 

•: JiCAflONS SECi.uJ 

TELETYPE 
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i | Mr. Tolson __ 

Mr. Poit __ 

I Mr. Sullivan_ 

1 Mr. Mohr_ _ 

Mr. Bishop_ 

Mr. Mi'lor. Ps 4 

>Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper _ 

-' L1 ■ < »nr»<| 

Mr. Cleveland^ 

Mr. i; s, ~ 

• Mr. Walters _ 

Mr. s .... ~ 

I Tele. Itoom __ 

Miss H la,-a. _ 

Miss Gandy ..._ 



NY 046 CODEJK 

845 PM tf^GENT 9-17*71 RAG 
TO DimiOR ATTENTION DID 
ALBANY 157-1017 
BOSTON 100*37760 
FROM NEW YORK 100*174297 


DEMONSTRATIONS RELATED TO ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY RIOT Al NYC, W 
SEPTEMBER EIGHTEEEN-TWENTY, NINETEEN SEVENTY ONE, IS-NEW LEFT.V^ ** 
ON SEPTEMBER SEVENTEEN INSTANT A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, WHO HAS 
FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED FOLLOWING DEMON¬ 
STRATIONS ARE BEING HELD, SEPTEMBER EIGHTEEN TO TWENTY NEXT, AT NYC TO 
PROTEST "MASSACRE" AT ATTICA (NY)I^ 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER EIGHTEEN, NEXTl RALLY AND MARCH FROM UNIO N 

SQUARE, NYC, TO ROCKEFELLER CENTER, FIFTH AVE AND FIFTIETH ST, AT S' 

//>d ~ ( . 

ONE PM, SPONSORED BY FIFTH AVE VEITNAM PEACE PARADE COMMITTEE (FWu£H$ 

/&& - y * 

WOMENS GROUPS AND YOUTH AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM (YAWF). FAVPPC IS NYC 





* \N 

L L 

> 

* * 

? » » 

3 


WOMENS GROUPS AND YOUTH AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM (YAWF). FAVPPC IS NYC ” 
BASED ORGANIZATION WHICH HAS ORGANIZED AND PARTICIPATED IN ANTI-VIETNAM E 
WAR DEMONSTRATIONS NYC, AND ELSEWHERE. YAWF IS YOUTH GROUP OF WORKERS p 

d'jS-jr* vrx p 

WORLD PARTY (WWP). WWP, FOUNDED NINETEEN FIFTY NINE BY INDIVIDUALS WHO ? 

vRlC-39 h CO i 

DISAGREED WITH SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY (SWP). SWP HAS BEEN DESIGNATEu H 


SWP HAS BEEN DESIGNA1 


PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE ORDER ONE ZERO FOUR FIVE ZERO? 

END PAGE ONE f(J<° ^ , BU 

rh / / *cc to iDltr . ^nv 


SEP 21 1971 




m. date! 'delete 
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PAGE TWO 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER NINETEEN NEXT: TRIBUNAL TO TRY GOV ROCKEFELLER 
TO BE HELD TWO PM, WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK.\^\\ 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER TWENTY NEXT: DEMONSTRATIONS AT GOV ROCKEFELLER'S 
NYC OFFICE, TWO TWO WEST FIVE FIVE ST, NO SPONSORS FOR THIS DEMONSTRAT- 

w 

10* ARE KNOWN.U^ 

ON SEPTEMBER SEVENTEEN, INSTANT A SECOND CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE WHO 
HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED NYC PARKS 


DEPARTMENT 


(NOT FURTHER 


DESCRIBED) IN THE NAME O^H$D£M BINH BRIGADE (MBB) FOR^' Y' 
DEMONSTRATION AT WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK, NYC, ON SEPTEMBER NINETEEN 
NEXT. THE DEMONSTRATION IS TO BEGIN AT TWO PM, NO OTHER PARTICPATING 


ORGANIZATION WAS LISTED B\ 


AND NO ESTIMATE OF NUMBER OF 


DEMONSTRATORS WAS AVAILABLE, MBB HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS GROUP OF WOMEN 
ORGANIZED AROUND THE GEORGE JACKSON SLAYING IN CALIFORNIA AND THE 
ATTICA PRISON RIOT* THEIR ACTIONS EXPECTED 10 PROBABLY REVOLVE AROUND 
GENERAL PRISON REFORM THEME,lU . 



STUDENTS 


POSSIBLY IDENTICAL WIT 


SOCIETY (SDS) WEATHERMAN MEMBER ARRESTED 


BY CHICAGO PD, SEPTEMBER FIFTEEN AND TWO FOUR, NINETEEN SIXTY NINE, IN 
CONNECTION WITH WEATHERMAN DISTURBANCE IN CHICAGO PRIOR TO WEATHERMAN 

M A 

NATIONAL ACTION IN OCTOBER, SIXTY'lNE. CONVICTED ON ABOVE CHRGES JUNE, 
SEVENTY, SENTENCED TO THREE MONjiS IN COOK COUNTY JAIL, AND THREE YEARS 
PROBATION* IN JULY, SEVENTY, NEUFELD INDICTED WITH TWELVE WEATHERMEN 
END PAGE TWO 









PAS£ 'THREE ^ . $ 

BY FEDERAL GRAND JURY, DETROIT, MICHIGAN FOR VIOLATION SECTION THREE 
SEVEN ONE, TITLE EIGHTEEN, UNITED STATES CODE. PRESENTLY FREE ON BAIL 
AWAITING TRIAL ON ABOVE CHARGES AT DETROIT. lu\ 

SDS WAS FOUNDED DURING JUNE SIXTY TWO AT PORT HURON MICHIGAN AND IN 

NINETEEN SIXTIES FUNCTIONED AS LEADING NEW LEFT CAMPUS-BASED STUDENT 

ORGANIZATION IN UNITED STATES. FROM STANCE OF "PARTICIPATORY 

DEMOCRACY," SDS MOVED TO RADICAL-REVOLUTIONARY POSITION. IT MAINTAINED 

NATIONAL OFFICE AT ONE SIX ZERO EIGHT WEST MADISON STREET, 

6 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, UNTIL FEBRUARY SEVENTY, INTERNAL FACTIONALISM 
DURING NINETEEN SIXTY NINE PRODUCED THREE MAIN FACTIONSl WEATHERMAN, 
REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH MOVEMENT (RYM), AND WORKER STUDENT ALLIANCE (WSA). 
WEATHERMAN AND RYM NO LONGER CONSIDER THEMSELVES ASSOCIATED WITH SDS. 

WSA FACTION CONTINUES TO USE NAME SDS.l^ 

WEATHERMAN, FORMERLY FACTION OF SDS, CONTROLLED SDS NATIONAL 
OFFICE FROM JUNE SIXTY NINE UNTIL ITS CLOSING IN FEBRUARY SEVENTY. 
WEATHERMAN THEN ENTERED AN UNDERGROUND STATUS AND ADOPTED TACTIC OF 
"STRATEGIC SABOTAGE," WITH POLICE AND MILITARY INSTALLATIONS DESNIGNATED 
AS PRIMARY TARGETS. USA, SDNY, NYCPD AND NYSP ADVISED OF ABOVE. 


ADMINISTRATIVE- RENYTELS DATED NINE THIRTEEN, 

CONFIDENTIAL SOURCES USED ABOVE AREt FIRST - 

FOURTEEN AND FIFT 

EEN LAST. 




IS SUBJECT OF 


00 BS.lul b7 


NY WILL FOLLOW AND FURNISH RESULTS OF ABOVE DEMONSTRATIONS.^ 



END 

TRC FBI WDC 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 


Attached refers to situation at Attica, 
New York, following prison mutiny ending 
in deaths of ten hostages and 30 inmates. 

Robert E. Fischer, New York State Special 
Assistant Attorney General, who has been 
named to investigate the riot has restricted 
statements by witnesses. Fischer is in I 

charge of all criminal aspects of riot. * 

_ It has been determined that _^ 

Ts" enrbute to Attica, ai*nled With A press jl 
pass of questionable origin, and intends 
to gain access to information. Buffalo 
eing instructed to inform local authorit es. 

c< ■ 

Information in attached being included 
n summary to White House, Attorney General, 
Secret Service, military agencies, and 
copies being furnished to Inter-Division 
Intelligence Unit and Internal Security 
Division of Department. 

TJS:owe I.,' dfiCjL . 

r-T, • frr m ■ 
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-Mr. Conrad- 
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Mr. Waiters.. 


/f&W 


<tpx£ 



/‘it 

*. * 
t 


X 


IQT c Y TUMoTrc , juvc rnpprrTmNai Factittv ATTICA , NY ; EM .1 , 

RQ3ERT SVffl SCHE R^, A NYS SPEC I a L....4L SLSXAHI..ATXQR NEYG ENEJ2AL 


A rr .. m-vf -vrir ,v- 


/WHO HAS BEEN APPOINTED TO INVESTIGATE THE ATTICA RIOT, STATED 

>/ 

j SEPT. SIXTEEN’LAST THAT HE WILL NOT "ALLOW ANY WITNESSES AT THIS 
POINT TO DESCRIBE ANYTHING IN DETAIL OR REACH ANY CONCLUSIONS”, 
ACCORDING TO AN ARTICLE IN SEPT. JS EVEN TEEN , SEVENTYONE 
EDITION OF THE BUFFALO COURIER EXPRESS, A LOCAL DAILY NEWSPAPER. 

AN-ARJICLE IN SEPT. SIXTEEN LAST EDITION OF THE BUFFALO 
EVENING^jp%f£oCAL DAILY NEWSPAPER, REPORTED THAT GOV. ROCKE¬ 


FELLER HAj^’W^9AT0 CONSOLIDATE THE SEPARATE INVESTIGATIONS INTO 



•THE RIOT H& OFFICE STRESSED THAT FISCHER WAS IN CHARGE OF ALL 

f * ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

(CRIMINAL AStfgpTS OF THE PROBE . 

*r~? 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 

AN ARTICLE IN THE _SEPT . SEVENTEEN , SEVENTYO^m 


n WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE 

CL' 1 1 i’J IV \jr 1 JVC 

9 v -svtesr-?? 

BUFFALO EVENING NEWS RE-LORTED c ;T.HAT GOV. ROCK EF ELL ER_.AJtD .STATE 


■ r 
V ai 


d‘ L 
ZT- r , 






_ ./ 

LEGISLATIVE LEADERS A.NN0?!NCED-MJDAY AN IMPARTIAL CITIZENS C_ 

S 5f" J3. 

TTEE WOULD BE NAMED TO VEST?6ATE THE ATTICA RIOT. MEMBERS MeESEP-22> 

« t-*— 

TO BE SELECTED BY THE CHIEF JUDGE AND MEMBERS OF THE STATE COt^T 

of j&?k £S? 2 ^ t9 / ‘ 

.. T' 'J -ALL 

END PC 1 ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

ANOTHER article in this SA m E edition notes that four groups 

ARE CURRENTLY INVOLVED IN THE ATTICA PRISON SITUATION s 

ONE. A FIVE MEMBER PANEL APPOINTED BY JUSTICE HARRY GOLDMAN 
OF THE APPELLATE COURT, ROCHESTER, NY, TO PROTECT PRISONERS 
RIGHTS AND InPLEnEMT PRISON REFORM. 

TWO . CONGRESSMAN CLAUDE PEPPER OF FLORIDA AND MEMBERS OF A 
CONGRESSIONAL SUB-COMMITTEE ; 

THREE. INVESTIGATION OF CRIMINAL ASPECTS BY FISCHER AND; 

FOUR. THE CITIZENS COMMITTEE ANNOUNCED TODAY BY THE GOVERNOR. 



A/RJJLIABLE SOURCE AD,VISED ON SEPT. SIXTEEN LAST THATj 

LEFT FOR BUFFALO THAT 




'date_ 

MAGAZINE' 


AT ATTICA PRISON'. 


_"LIBERATION 

WILL REPORT TO LIBERATION ON THE SITUATION 


Jly A SECOWD^ELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED ON SEPT. FIFTEEN LAST THAT 

^LWWHA , INTENDED TRAVEL¬ 
ING TO NEW YORK ON SEPT. SIXTEEN LAST TO GET INVOLVED IN AFTERMAT: 


OF ATTICA PRISON RIOT 


HAS OBTAINED A PRESS PASS FROM LOCA 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT SANTA BARBARA CAMPUS RADIO STATION, 

KC SB , AND INTENDS TO USE IT TO GAIN BETTER ACCESS TO INFORMATION. 




k 


:»OT KNOWN TO BE OFFICIALLY AFFILIATED WITH K C S B . SHE 


END PG TWO 
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PG THREE 

IriTEwDS TO RETURN TO SANTA BARBARA, CALIF., DURING FIRST OR 
SECOND WEEK OF OCTOBER . fM 

LEFT LOS ANGELES EMROUTE NE^YORK CITY ON SEPT. 

- f /t/'t 1 

SIXTEEN LAST ACCOMPANIED BY 1 T 



SANTA BARBARA AREA 


ISLA VISTA DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. DESCRIBED BY SOURCES 



ADMINISTRATIVE 


REMYTELS SEPT. SIXTEEN LAST. RE NEW YORK TEL TO DIRECTOR 



SEPT. SIXTEEN LAST CAPTIONED 


ARL-CONSPIRACY i COC ; (TRAVEL BY DEFENDANTS)". 


ET AL; 


RE LOS ANGELES TEL TO DIRECTOR SEPT. SIXTEEN LAST CAPTIONED 


m-NL . (EXTREMIST)”. 


FIRST SOURCE IS 


(C) bl 


SECOND SOURCE 


ROOM 712-A 9&D 
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- \ 




W? 0 05 BU CODE 

2:22AM 9-18-71 TMT /// PM URGENT 9-17-7! DAT 


TO DIRECTOR (ATTN; DID) 
ALBANY 


FROM BUFFALO (157-1371) 2P 


Mr. Tolson_ 
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Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Mohr_ J 

Mr. Bishop ~7 ■ 

Mr. Miller, ESLL j 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper_ j 

Mr. Conrad _ 

Mr, Dal boy _ 

Mr. Cleveland_ 

Mr. Ponder _ 

Mr. Rosen _ 

Mr. Tavel .. 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. S-vst-s 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss H -.nes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 




DEMONSTRATIONS ARISING FROM RIOT NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL 
FA CILI TY , ^TTICAj NY ; EM. 

Z S-mre J%'Soti 

A RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED A "BLACK FRIDAY" MEMORIAL RALLY 




WAS HELD THIS DATE FROM TWELVE NOON TO ONE FORTYFIVE PM IN VICINITY 
OF WAR MEMORIAL STADIUM, BUFFALO, NY. PURPOSE OF RALLY WAS TO 
DEMONSTRATE SOLIDARITY FOR ATTICA INMATES. RALLY ATTRACTED A f 
CROWD OF APPROX. TWELVE HUNDRED ALL OF WHOM WERE BLACK, ALL AGE 
GROUPS REPRESENTED . /HERE WERE NUMEROUS SPEECHES BY LOCAL BLACK 
COMMITTEE LEADERS .Aji^ONLY SPEAKER OF NATIONAL PROMINENCE ON THE 
PROGRAM WAS JA.mWjFORMAN , CHAIRMAN .QE__IHE UNITED BLACK APPEAL ^. 


ADVTSOR TO THE BLACK ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE AND FORMER 

- - ■ 1 . . .. . ' " L -S~o 619 & 

HEAD OF THE STUDENT NON-VIOLENT COORDINATING ^^ITTEE J^ SNCC ) . 

FORMAN'S SPEECH WAS ANTI -U .S . AND WAS CRITIC ALydft^EST^tn 




ESI DENT 


MIXON 'S AND GOV. ROCKEFELLER'S POLICIES IN CONNECTION WITH THE 


B2 SEP 23 1971 


RECENT DEVELOPMENTS AT ATTICA. HE ALSO MADE MENTION OF A TRIP HE 


HAD MADE 10 r /E0PLE 'S 

L PG ONE \ M cc to VDIU 

datad 


EOPLE *S REPUBLIC OF CHINA IN VIET NAM. PRIOR TO 


PG ONE 


M cc to ID1U m 

Riftrtm data deleted^ 
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PAGE TWO 

THE TERMINATION OF THE RALLY, THOSE PRESENT WERE URGED TO PAR¬ 
TICIPATE IN A WORK STOPPAGE, MO SCHOOL AND BOYCOTT OF STORES ON 
FRIDAY, SEPT. TWENTYFOUR , NEXT. THE RALLY WAS WITHOUT INCIDENT 1 
AND THE MOOD OF THE CROWD DID NOT APPEAR TO BE OF A VIOLENT 
NATURE. LOCAL TV AND NEWS MEDIA COVERAGE ON SCENE AT RALLY. 


.ADMINISTRATIVE . 

REMYTEL SEPT. SIXTE^LAST. SOURCE IS 
|NO LHM BEING SUBMITTED. 

END 

HOLD 


b7D 


MR. TRAINOR 
ROOM 712-A 9&D 











NR 008 NY CODE 


IIIV 


URGENT 9-i 


£OERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION! 

IMMUNISATIONS SECTION 

w serial/ 


2b DIRECTOR 
i AT TNI DID 

ALBANY 157* 1017) 

BOSTON (100-37TG0) 

FROM NEW YORK <100*174297) 


DEMONSTARTIONS RELATED TO A TTICA CORRECTIONA L FACILITY 
R jjpl, AT NYC y SEPTEMBER EIGHTEEN-TWENTY 
SEVENTYONE 
IS-NEW LEFT. 



Mr. Tolson.— 

Mr. Felt- 

Mr. Sullivan_ 

Mr. Mnhr . 
Mr. Bishop ..!g, 
Mr. Miller, E8,j 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper_ { 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Dalhey_ 

Mr. Cleveland— 

Mr. Ponder_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Waiters_ 

Mr. Soyara_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Hornes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 




ON SEPTEMBER NINETEEN, SEVENTY ONE BEGINNING AT TWO THIRTY PM 
SAS OF THE FBI OBSERVED DEMONSTRATION WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK 
NYC. TWELVE INDIVIDUALS CONDUCTED A "GUERRILLA THEATRE" TYPE 
DEMONSTRATION, WHEREIN THEY CONDUCTED A MOCK PRESS CON¬ 
FERENCE BY GOV, ROCKEFELLER, GOV. REAGAN OF CALIFORNIA, PRESIDENT 
NIXON WITH THE PRESS. THEY READ A D10LO6 IN WHICH 

/ 

THEY DEPICTED ABOVE INDIVIDUALS TALKING ABOUT THE Q 

ATTICA RIOT. \S 

AMONG THE PERSONS TAKING PART IN THE DEMONSTRATION WEREt 


aT y x 
A r J 


BOSTON, MASS.} 


YOUTH INTERNATIONAL PARTY (YIP) COLLECTIVE 

---17= - 

_, ,SDS /WEATHERMANf 


"CHICAGO CONSPIRACY SEVEN", A GROUP 

- "* SEP 22 /S7| 

INDICTED FOR VIOLATIONS OF ANTI-RIOT LAW FOR ACTIVIT IES 

CARRIED ON DURING POLITICAL CONVENTION OF NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC 

PARTY, IN CHICAGO, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT; 

£I*d5>J® t 














PAGE IWO 

STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY <SDS) WEATHERMAN MEMBER 
PRESENTLY FREE ON BAIL AWAITED TRIAL* IN DETROIT* 

MICH.* WHERE HE WAS INDICTED WITH TWELVE WEATHERMEN BY FEDERAL 
GRNAD JURY* DETROIT* FOR VIOLATION OF SECTION THREE SEVEN ONE* 
TITLE EIGHTEEN* UNITED STATES CODE* 

THE YIP* ALSO KNOWN AS YIPPIES* IS A LOOSELY-KNIT, 

ANTI-ESTABLISHMENT* REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH ORGANIZATION FORMED 
INYC* JANUARY* NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT* 

SDS WAS FOUNDED DURING JUNE* SIXTY TWO* AT PORT HURON* 

nich 9 and in nineteen sixties functioned as leading new 

LEFT CAMPUS-BASED STUDENT ORGANIZATION IN UNITED STATES* 

FROM STANCE OF "PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY"* SDS MOVED TO 
RADICAL-REVOLUTIONARY POSITION* 

WEATHERMAN* FORMERLY FACTION OF SDS* CONTROLLED SDS 
NATIONAL OFFICE FROM JUNE, SIXTY NINE UNTIL ITS CLOSING 
IN FEBRUARY* SEVENTY* WEATHERMAN THEN ENTERED AN UNDERGROUND 
STATUS AND ADOPTED TACTIC OF "STRATEGIC SABOTAGE"* WITH 
POLICE AND MILITARY INSTALLATIONS DESIGNED AS PRIMARY TARGETS* 


END PAGE TWO 








PAGE THREE 

THE DEMONSTRATION ENDED AT APPROXIMATELY THREE PM WITH 
NO INCIDENTS OR ARRESTS DURING THE DEMONSTRATION* 
ADMINISTRATIVE! 

RE NY TEL TO BUR SEPTEMBER SEVENTEE N SEVENIYONE. 

SAS WHO OBSE RVED DEMONSTRATION WERe{ 

I NO LHM TO FOLLOW. 

END 


REM FBI WASHDC 
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m w nt PLAIN/ m 

V / 

1144 AM, NIIEl/9-19-71 TJG 


DIRECTOR I 

ATTENTION DOMESTIC INT ^J- L J®P C ^M)iJ^ I R N L )'P ,oi7<7 

Albany Ml MOTTOS CiUmllltt 



,x/ 1/ 


Mr. Tolson— 

Mr. Felt- 

Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Mnhr - 


Mr. 

Ml Mr * 
r\\ Mr. 



FROM NEW YORK Ci00^1742979 HEREIJI IS UKCi^SSI 


\ demonstration protesting tTitica state prison 

RIOT HELD AT UNION SQUARE AND ROCKEFELLER CENTER, NYC 
SEPTEMBBR EIGHTEEN, SEVENTY ONE. IS-ttEW LEFT. ' ^ 


ON SEPTEMBER EIGHTEEN, SEVENTY ONE, SA* S OF THE FBI Pp> 
OBSERVED APPROXIMATELY FIFTEEN HUNDRED PERSONS AT A RALLY ^ ’ 
AT UNION SQUARE, nVc. THE RALLY BEGAN AT ONE THIRTY P.M. . 

AND THE CROWD SHOUTED "ATTICA MEANS FIGHT" , "ATTICA MEANS Jjj 
FIGHT BACK"/ SPEAKERS AT THE RALLY WERE: ^£07jT 

JOHNW^OINES. WHO STATED HE WAS IN BUFFALO, N.Y. AND ATTICA' 


iV Mr * ® ish °P—>> 
( & Mr. Miller, ESJL. 

Mr. Callahan- 

Mr. Casper- 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Da'hey—_ 

. / Mr. Cleveland_ 

Mr. Ponder._ 

Mr. Kosen_ 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Waiters._ 

I Mr. S rs._.. 

[/ / Tele * Room_ 

pL 4_ Miss K - nes- 

Miss Gandy_— 




v| s} 


\«i«» 


STATE PRISON EARLIER THIS WEEK AND HE RECOUNTED THE ACTIVITIES • 

! - 

AT ATTICA DURING THE RIOT. HE STATED THAT WENT “ 9 c 


AT ATTICA DURING THE RIOT. HE STATED THAT WE«T^‘ 

L- 

ON A HUNGER STRIKE WHILE IN PRISON IN NINETEEN FORTY THREE PROTESTING '* 0 YI 


PRISON CONDITIONS AND IN NINETEEN SEVENTY ONE |_HAVE DONE ' 

THE SAME THING. HE STATED THAT THIS PROVES THAT THE ONLY WAY DEMANDS FOR 
REFORM WILL BE ANSWERED IS THROUGH USE OF FORCE AND ACTS OF REBELLION 
IN AMERICA. FROINES STATED IT IS UP TO US TO FORCE THOSE DEMANDS. 

HE STATED ATTICA IS VIETNAM ALL OVER AGAIN, 

AND INSTEAD OF NIXON IT IS RXKEFELLER DEMANDING THE 

yy - svxy 

RELEASE OF HOSTAGES BEFORE NEGOTIATING THE DEMANDS OF THE . 

PRISONERS. # 

« __ ' _ GP _ _ 

FROINES IS A MEMBER OF' THE "CHICAGO CONSPIRACY SEVENS SEP 27 W\ 


PRISONERS. 


A GROUP INDICTED FOR VIOLATIONS OF THE FEDERAL ANT^-RIOT LArW—* 
FOR ACTIVITIES CARRIED ON DURiN6 THE POLITICAL CQNENTIQN OF 


THE NATIONAL DJ 

eA JbiOtM oi 


iATIC PARTY, IN C, 


>r~ no\*o 


Cop 
by r< 




date 
















PAGE TWO 


( 1 00 -4E9 T> 


ABOUT THE REASON FOR THE RALLY 


AND THAT ON SEPTEMBER TWENTY THIRD, NINETEEN SEVENTY ONE 
THOSE IN ATTENDENCE SHOULD TRAVEL TO ALBANY TO DEMONSTRATE AT 
THE GOVENORS OFFICE IN FURTHER PROTEST OF THE ATTICA RIOT. 

HE STATED THE WHITE RADICALS MUST UNITE WITH THE THIRD WORLD 

fj Cf' 'orJ 

PEOPLE IN UNITED*WITH ROBINFPALMER WHO IS AN INMATE OF ATTICA 


SI&TE PRISON AND THAT PALMER STATED,"THESE ARE BEAUTIFUL PEOPLE 
THEY MUST UNITE BEHIND THE PRISONERS DEMANDS. NOW THAT THE 
HOSTAGES ARE FREE OR DEAD THEY MUST GO TO ALBANY TO SAVE MORE 
LIVES AND DEMAND THE IMMEDIATE SAFETY OF THE PRISONERS AND 


" /J°J 


AN ANSWER TO THE PRISONERS DEMANDS* 



STATED HE EXPECTED 


DEMONSTRATIONS IN PRISONS AROUND THE COUNTRY ON OCTOBER TWO 
NINETEEN SEVENTY ONE, AND ON OCTOBER THIRTEEN NINETEEN 
SEVENTY ONE THERE WOULD BE A MORATORIUM ON BUSINESS AS USUAL IN 


NEW YORK CITY AND THAT DEMONSTRATORS WOULD ATTEMPT TO STOP NYC. 

CHICAGO CONSPIRACY SEVEN" AND 





WHO STATED THAT WHAT HAPPENED IN ATTICA 


IS A STRUGGLE OF NON-WHITE PEOPLE AGAINST THE STATE. SHE STATED 


WE HAVE TO DEDICATE OURSELVES TO THE STRUGGLE OF THIRD WORLD 


PEOPLE ALL OVER THE WORLD. 


END OF PAGE TWO 






PAGE THREE 
000* 1742$ 7) 

ADVISED, 


* 4 

WE ARE FIGHTING THE SAME ENEMY-THE U.S. 


GOVERN- 


MENT. 



SHE STATED, WE HAVE TO DO ANYTHING TO COMBAT 


THE WAR BEING WAGED AGAINST BLACKS AND PUERTO RICANS. SHE 
STATED, WE HAVE TO MAKE THIS THE HEAVIEST DAY IN NYC HISTORY. 





WEATHERMAN FACTION OF STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC 


SOCIETY. 

SDS WAS FOUNDED DURING JUNE NINETEEN SIXTY TWO, AT PORT HURON, 
MICHIGAN, AND IN THE NINETEEN SIXTYS FUNCTIONED AS THE LEADING 
NEW LEFT CAMPUS-BASED STUDENT ORGANIZATION IN THE UNITED STATES. 
FROM A STANCE OF "PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY", 

THE SDS MOVED TO A RADICAL-REVOLUTIONARY POSITION. IT MAIN¬ 
TAINED A NATIONAL OFFICE AT ONE SIX ZERO EIGHT WEST MADISON 
STREET, CHICAGO , ILLINOIS, UNTIL FEBRUARY, NINETEEN SEVENTY. 
INTERNAL FACTIONALISM DURING NINETEEN SI)<Y$ NINE PRODUCED 
THREE MAIN FACTIONS: WEATHERMAN REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH MOVEMENT (RYM), 
AND WORKER STUDENT ALLIANCE (WSA). THE WEATHERMAN AND RYM NO 
LONGER CONSIDER THEMSELVES ASSOCIATED WITH THE SDS. THE WSA 
FACTION CONTINUES TO USE THE NAME SDS. 




WHO STATED SHE WAS A M£J9B££-&E 

a 

THE WORKERS 

WOULD PARTY 


ATTICA 


STATE PRISON AS A MEMBER OF A GROUP CALLED 


END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 
(100-174297) 

THE PRISONER SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE. SHE TOLD OF THE UNITY GF~?m 
OF THE PRISONERS AND SHE CONDEMEDED GOVERNOR ROCKEFELLER 


FOR CUTTING BACK WELFARE PAYMENTS AND CALLED IT GENOCIDE OF 
THE POOR. SHE STATED GOVERNOR ROCKEFELLER IS AN INTERNATIONAL 
FACISJ DUE TO HIS STANDARD OIL INTERESTS. AN UNIDENTIFIED 
MALE WHO CLAIMED TO BE A MEMBER OF THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY 
STATED WE ARE AT WAR WITH THE SYSTEM. HE STATED THIS RALLY 
SHOULD GO TO THE BATTLEFIELD.AND THE NEXT DEMONSTRATION 
SHOULD BE A NIGHT AND DAY BATTLE IN THE FORM OF A REVOLUTION 
THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY IS A BLACK EXTREMIST ORGANIZATION STARTED 
IN OAKLAND. CALIFORNIA IN DECEMBER NINETEEN SIXTY SIX. 

IT ADVOCATES THE USE OF GUNS AND GUERRILLA TACTIC* TO BRING 




ABOUT th: 




ERTHROW OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. 







A female, 


b6 

b7 

ATTICA 


SHE STATED ATTICA WAS A HORROR SCENE 


AND THE REAL CRIMINALS WERE GOV. ROCKEFELLLER. AND CORRECTION 
OFFICER OSWALD. AND OTHER STATE OFFICIALS, SHE STATED TREAT¬ 
MENT OF THE INJURED PRISONERS WAS HELD OUT AS A WEAPON AND USED AGAINST 
THEM . SPONSOi_ 

— 

YORK CITY 


flf.IHE fl fr fr Y WERE AS FOLLOWS* 

COHMl,TE£. * kw_ 


BASED ORGANIZATION WHICH HAS ORGANIZED AND PARTICIPATED IN ANTI¬ 
WAR DEMONSTRATIONS IN NYC AND ELSEWHERE. 

END PAGE FOUR 
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.PAGE- FIVE 
(100*174297) 


* 


HARRISBURG jDEFENSE. COlfl jl ffiE^A GROUP OF INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE 

ACTIVE IN RAISING FUNDS FOR THE LEGAL COSTS INCURRED BY THOSE INDICTED 

FOR DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AND CONSPIRACY TO DESTROY 

GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS IN WASHINGTON D.C. (WDC) AND KIDNAP A 

GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL* 

jto-wsoi o.- 

VIETNAM VETERANS A G AINST T ^E WAR^ A VETERANS ORGANIZATION LOCATED 
IN NEW YORK CITY WHO SEEK AN IMMEDIATE CESSATION OF U.S. MILITARY 
INVOLVEMENT IN INDOCHINA* 

WAR RESISTERS LEAGUE; A BRANCH OF WAR RESISTERS INTERNATIONAL* 

A PACIFIST ORGANIZATION* 



iTH 


A YOUTH GROUP OF THE WORKERS WORLD 


PARTY* 

\ tOO - V Z0/73-, 

WORKER.WORLD P,ARI,Yt AN ORGANIZATION THAT ADVOCATES UNCONDITIONAL 
SUPPORT OF THE SOVIET UNION AND THE BUILDING OF A REVELUTIONARY 
PARTY GEARED TO THE OVERTHROW OF CAPITOLISM* 

PEOPLES PEACE TREATY) A GROUP THAT HAS NEGOTIATED A TREATY WITH 


STUDENTS OF NORTH VIETNAM AND ATTEMPTING TO HAVE THE PEOPLE OF THE 

U*S* RATIFY IT. . ^ 

too - 

kY DAY COLLECTIVE; AN ORGANIZATION THAT TOOK PART IN THE DEMONSTRATION 



IN WASHINGTON D.C* DURING THE FIRST WEEK OF MAY NINETEEN SEVENTY ONE* 


SPONgjERED BY THE PEOPLES COALITION FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE (PCPJ) 
PCPJ) A COALITION OF OVER ONE HUNDRED NEW LEFT TYPE ORGANIZATIONS 
WHICH TOOK PART IN THE DEMONSTRATIONS AT WASHINGTON D.C. IN 
APRIL AND MAY NINETEEN SEVENTY ONE. 


S' 


END PAGE FIVE 








page SIX ' 
( 100 * 174297 ) 


a/M- 


O N-> 


% fa All 


jhAgAME DIM BRIGADE} A GRglif JIE^MQJ&EM- ABQUAID. IM& S&ggfiE 

^asm^uaiiaL^^ 

COMMITTEE TO AID THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT *-SOUTH VIETNAM* 

AT APPROXIMATELY TWO THIRTY P.M* THE RALLY AT UNION SQUARE 
TERMINATED AND THE CROWD MARCHED TO ROCKEFELLER CENTER*NYC 
VIA FOURTEENTH STREET TO EIGHTH AVENUE UP TO FOURTY SECOND 
STREET AND EAST TO AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS AND ROCKEFELLER CENTER. 

THE MARCHERS CARRIED A LIFE SIZE DUMMY DEPICTED AS GOV. 

ROCKEFELLER FROM THE RALLY AT UNION SQUARE TO THE RALLY AT 
ROCKEFELLER CENTER WHERE THEY BURNED IT* 

ONLY ONE SPEAKER AT THE RALLY AT ROCKEFELLER CENTER* JLEY-. r j.,j 

MjA RTINj WHO DESCRIBED HIMSELF AS A jMgagfeg-OE--X H LJgjjXa AGAINST | WAR AND 
FACISM* HE SPOKE ABOUT THE NEED FOR DEMONSTRATIONS AGAINST THE 
KILLINGS AT ATTICA* AND THAT JUSTICE FOR BLACKS AND WHITES IS NOT 
THE SAME* THE RALLY ENDED AT FOUR THIRTY P.M*. THERE WERE NO 
INCIDENTS OR ARRESTS DURING THE MARCH OR RALLY* 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

RE NY TEL TO BUR SEPTEMBER SEVENTEEN SEVENTYONE 


SAS WHO OBSERVED THE RALLIES AND MARCH WERE 



c 


NO LHM TO FOLLOW. 


END TJG FBI NEW YORK 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 

INFORMATIVE NOTE 

Date 9/20/71 _ 

Attached relates about 70 individuals 
conducted a demonstration in front of 
Governor Rockefeller’s office in New York 
City on 9/20/71. The demonstrators were 
protesting the recent riot at Attica, 

New York, and the War in Vietnam. Rockefe 
was described as a murderer. One person 
was arrested for harassment. 

Copy of attached sent Inter-Division 
Intelligence Unit. Pertinent parts will b 
included in summary to White House, Vice 
President, Attorney General, Defense 
Intelligence Agency and Secret Service. 



ABK:cal 










NR45 NY PLAIN 
1010 PM N>r£L 9-20-71 FPN 
TO DOCTOR 
'ATT DID 
ALBANY 

FROM NEW YORK 


t-EDERAL BUREAU OF IMVESTiCATiOM, 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


SEP 201 V>* 

TELETYPE 


J 


Mr. Tolson 
j Mr. Felt 
Mr. Sullivi 
1 Mr. Moh 

Mr. Tn e - n?p _ 




£ 9 ' 

DEMO NSTRATIONS RjjAlSD TO^TTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY RIOT 
AT NYC SEPTEMBER ONE EIGHT- TWO ZERO NEXT IS- NEW LEFT 


_ '?ESZ| 

Mr. A/S 7! a!i an_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

i.-<nraj._ 

Mr. Cleveland_ 

Mr. Risen_ 

Mr. TavelJ._ 

Mr. Walters 
Mr. Soyars__ 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes..„^_ 

Miss Gandy__ 





SAS F|^THE F^PaT FOUR FIVE ZERO PM THIS DATE OBSERVED 
APPROXIMATE SEvUIy INDIVIDUALS COMMENCE A PICKET LINE 
DEMftNSTRATRN IN F^|nT OF GOVENOR NELSON ROCKEFELLERS NYC 
OFFICE TWO ^0 WES^flVE FIVE ST., NYC. 

PICKET^|CARRI He TWO BANNERS ONE READ " WAR WITHOUT TERMS, 

MADAME BINH BRIGADE"; THE OTHER READ " PRISONERS SOLIDARITY 
COMMITTEE". 

PICKEIS CHANTED" ROCKEFELLER MURDERER, TEAR DOWN THE JAILS" j 
AND" ATTICA MEANS FIGHT BACK". AT FIVE TWO FIVE PM THE PICKET 
LINE DEMONSTRATION ABRUPTLY ENDED DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER. 

, MADAMC*BINH BRIGADE HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS A GROUP OF WOMEN ^ 


N CALIFORNA AND 


I I ORGANIZED AROUND THE GEORGE JACKSON SL# 

J— UA1U 1 KkC-U 

THE ATTICA PRISON RIOI. THEIR ACTIONS EXPECTED TO PRO^A^LY 
REVOLVE AROUND GENERAL PRISON REFORM THEME. ( 

END PG ONE 

‘■CC to IDIfc) „ 

MS 



/. 
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«• « / 








PG TWO 

ON THIS DATE A REPRESENTATIVE OF NYCPD ADVISED THAT DURING 
THE ABOVE DEMONSTRATION A NEGRO FRMALE WHO WAS CARRYING A 
VIETCONG FLAG WAS ARRESTED FOR " HARRASSMENT". 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

RENYTEL SEPTEMBER ONE SEVE^AST SAS OBSERVING DEMONSTRATION 

JOHN V. ROBINSON, HENRY E. NAEHLE. PET, _ 

SIS, NYCPD, FURNISHED INFO RE THE ARREST. NY WILL 
OBTAIN NAME OF FEMALE ARRESTED AND SUBMIT LHM. 

END 








ftDERAI. BUREAU OF INVEST'GA* 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


NR008 CG CODED 


429PM URGJraT 9-21-71 EOM 


SEP 2 11971 


TELETYP, 




TO DIRECTOR 
? ^ALBANY 
BUFFALO 
FtfOM CHICAGO 


(ATTN s DID) 


H (157-1367) 


(157-7218) (P) 



Mr. To! son_ 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Su:livan_ 
Mr. Mohr_ 


j ■■ r ’ --4 

* Mr. Callahan 
j Mr. Casr’T_ 

l y ‘ ( ,ri 

| Mr. Cilane 


Mr. Ciev land_ 

! Mr. 1- r _ 

) Mr. R ism_ 

| Mr. Tuvvl_ 

I Mr. Walters 

Tele. Room_ 

I Miss Hjh.ieS__ 

Miss Gandy_ 


IK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 


RIOT BY INMATES NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIO 
ATTICA, NEW YORK. EXTREMIST MATTER. 


QwPS 


FEMWLE negro, five feet five 


ONE HUNDRED FIFTYFIVE POUNDS, BLACK HAIR, BROWN EYES 

~RESIDES r 


=P 6iyf l 

=n dfM L/ 


PEOPLES LAW OFFICE (PLO), CHICAGO ^ PLO ATTORNEYS HAVE BEEN r / 
IDENTIFIED AS SUPPORT GROUP AND SYMPATHIZERS WITHlWEATHERMAN . 

\ - sy 

faction of students for a democrat^ ^SOCIETY ( 

WEATHERMAN, FORMERLY A FACTION 0'F"SDS, CONTROLLED THE SDS 
NATIONAL OFFICE FROM JUNE, SIXTYNINE, UNTIL ITS CLOSING IN ^ SEP S31971 
FEBRUARY, SEVENTY. WEATHERMAN THEN ENTERED AN UNDERGROUND STATU S __ 
AND ADOPTED A TACTIC OF "STRATEGIC SABATOGE,” WITH POLICE AND 
MILITARY INSTALLATIONS DESIG NATED ~ AS PRIMARY TARGETS. ,/ 


5 focU 


19 71 


END PAGE ONE 












REPORTEDLY DEPARTED CHICAGO, P.M«w SEPTEMBER 


SHOULD BE CONSIDERED DANGEROUS 



(PROB) . 

OF CHICAGO OFFICE. 

CHICAGO CLOSELY FOLLOWING, PERTINENT INFORMATION 
DEVELOPED WILL BE FURNISHED BUREAU AND INTERESTED OFFICES. 
END 

EBR FBI WASH DC 


MR. TRAINOR 
ROOM 712-A 9&D 
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FEBcRAL* BUREAU C? li'.VSXCAT.C. 
COMMUNICATIONS S’X'nOU 


NR 002 BU CODE 
513 PM URGENT 9-21-71 ivCN 
TO DIRECTOR 
.Albany 


CHICAGO 


SEP 2 11971 

TELETYPE 


FROM 3UFFAL0 (157-1367) IP \ 

e /lTr'C.» sjf)T£ PeisorJ 

RIOT BY INMATES &NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, ATTICA, 


EM, 00: BUFFALO 


ON SEPT. TWENTYONE, INSTANT, 

NEW YORK STATE POLICE, BATAVIA, NEW YORK, TELEPHO NICALLY ADVISED 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. Felt__ 

Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Mohr_, 

Mr. B : 'i 
Mr. Miller, 

Mr. Callahad^W 
Mr. Casper. 

M i. r —11 

Tilr. Cl ■ v'!a d_ 

M 

Mr. I! s a _ 

Mr. 1.. 1 .. 

Mr. Waiters_. 

Mr. S ivais 

Tele. Room 
Miss Holmes_ 

-jfiss Gandy 


NEW Y01 




BCl , 


HAD ATTEMPTED TO ENTER ATTICA PRISON TO PASS OUT SDS 

-7 -t^APPROX. / 9'/J - /Vi/ 

MATERIAL AND WHEN~fTEF[JSED~ AUNITTAN.CE, BEGAN PASSING MATERIAL OUT 

A / - 

OUTSIDE THE PRISON^ HE DESCRIBED AS A NEGRO FEMALE IN HER 



ILL . 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 

REMYTELCAL TO CHICAGO, SEPT. TWENTYONE, INSTANT. 


INDICES BUFFALO OFFICE NEGATIVE RE 


__ 1 A/* 


CHICAGO FURNISH RESULTS OF INDICES CHECK IN -F 

REC-65 

DISSEMINATION TO BUFFALO, BUREAU, AND ALBANY. 

END . 


M SUITABLE FOR 


6 SEP 23 1971 
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PLB FBIWA ACKS FOR 003/ 002 

ryS£f . a / * 

& u yXi&i\ A 

"<f ~ ’2» a o w «3 _j 9 1 

A TMr. trainor^ 

(JJ^r ROOM 712-A 9&D 











OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 19 61 IOITION 
OSA CCN. MO. NO. IP 


1010-106 


UNITED STATES 


MENT 


TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

A 

d^ 


Memorandum 
.x&(fl 


Mr. E. S. Mil; 


W. R. Wannal 


DATE: 


9/21/70, 


ATTICA 

f f' 


I - - 



s 


At Uhl 


RISON RIOT 

ftV TOf. PRESIDENT'S 


OFFICE FOR INFORMATION 


On 9/2Q/I 


Office contacted 


f! 


fr 



of the Vice President's 


and advised that 


I the Vice President in the near future is scheduled to give 
a speech before a group of chiefs of police. His speech 
writer is seeking information regarding the crimes for which 
the leaders of this riot were convicted. He obviously wants 
to portray them as the vicious criminals they are rather 
than the innocent victims of a repressive system. 


After checking, 
is not investigating the Attica 


was advised that the Bureau 
Prison riots and we do not 
have the identities of the leaders. It was suggested he 
might want to contact New York State authorities to get 
the necessary speech material if in fact they are able to 
furnish such material at this time. 


v ) 


b6 
7b 7 C 


n 

ij 

- 1 


f ]was appreciative of the prompt response to 
his inquiry and ind ip.ated he might attempt to contact 
New York State authorities. 


ACTION: 



For information. 


1-Mr. Sullivan 
1-Mr. Bishop 
1-Mr. E. S. Miller 
1-Mr. Rosen 
1-Mr. Wannall / 
1-Mr. Haynes 


- Tf 


; _ 
c 




i 


> 




540C 



// 


2H 


Si 


*‘0.0 





&0H 





£r r 


nfiwT— r! * TTTnr^itf 


Di a <o sep 



garfish 








' NR 025 NY PLn. 

4 * 

820 PM URGENT 9-22-71 BGW 
TO DIRECTOR 

ALBANY (157-10/7) 
BUFFALO (157^1367) 

FROM NEW YO M (157-6968) 


CO?.Ui' * 

* v «- . *«^ n i , <. 



) • 


| Mr. Tolson_ 

!' Mr. _ 

If *h '»* { ; , . 

f Jdr. . v, V-tror 


- ... 1371 

teletype 




RIOT BY INflATESrliEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY. 


ATTICA, NEW YORK, EM. 




V T. ■ 


3 Phan VSLA 

i Mr. 

C )er _ 4> 


•a.i . 

i ■ "■ 

y ._ 

I Mr. ‘ 

!f:nd_ 


r 

... _ -1 


, •_ i 

1 Mi. . 

......_ij 

I.iP 

_ I 


ON SEPTEMBER TWENTY TWO, SEVENTY 0NE,[_| ^ 

PUBLIC SCHOOL SIX, NEW YORK CITY, ADVISED 
'THAT AT SCHOOL MEETING, SEPTEMBER FOURTEEN, SEVENTY ONE, SHE 


OVERHEARD 

T( AND STATE THAT BOTlf 
AT ATTICA.[ ALSO SAID 
QUOTE WE'LL GET OSWALD UNQUOTE. 
NO ADDITIONAL INFO THATl 


TALKING 

HAD DEMONSTRATED 



JOULD FURNISH 


_ ___ ^ 

ADMINISTRATIVE ^ 7 — — 

NEW YORK STATE POLICE, NEW YORK AND NYCPl) FURNISHED . 1Q71 

g2 SEP 24 1971 

END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 
ABOVE INFO. 


NEW YORK OFFICE INDICES NEGATIVE 


ALBANY REQUESTED TO FURNISH ABO\J 

'E INFO TO BUREAU Of 


CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION, NYSP, ALBANY. 
END 

TRC FBI WDC 
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Airtel 


Mr. ft. p. Tinsel 
Mr. P. E. Nugent 
Mr. V. C. Patterson 
Mr. D, A. Brumbfte 
e/2l/71 


To: SACs, Buffalo 
Detroit 

Loa Angelea (Xnoloaura) 


Pros: Director, IBI 


*0# Z-T/)Tt 





. •*» dj- 




"v < 

MeBBtel e/ll/71 , captioned "Biot by Inmates, 

Me York State Correctional facility, Attica, Mow Tork-IM. H 

Bncloeod herewith is a copy of referenced teletype 
for the Loa Angelee Bin at o n. 


■MAILED 4 


C C p o I 
o L r ^ 


FBI 


_ 1 "Binerat Chronicle." Detroit, Michigan, and 

appeared as oheerwere at the Attica Prison e/11/71. 


Tolson _ 

Felt_ 

Sullivan_ 

Mohr . . 

Bishop_ 

Viller, E.S. 

’allahan_ 

asper _ 

on rad_ 

*lbey_ 

leveland _ 
inder_ 


I Ho also placed a telephone can to contact 
Buoy Newton, national leader of the Hack Panther Party, 
Oakland, California, to comm to Attica. "The Now York 
Times” newspaper d a t ed 0/14/71, contained an article 1 
captioned "Panel's failure Evident Day Defe r # Pelice 
Acted," authored by Praaeia X. Clines, datelined Attica, 
New York, e/ll/Ti . This article indicated that one of 
the panel mikerw present o bserv ing the riot had been 
Jaybarr Kenyatta, a farmer convict and black mu slin 
^minister in tom Angels*. {Mg ^ 



BAB:bJn/m»b 

(ID 


nrm* 


ivJr 


mm 


W6H3 


DF?J 3 1Y~ s-t?6#s-~ sy 

REC *" IO SEP 23 1971 


SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 
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Airtcl to Buffalo* et al 
Re: UW3UB: I 


"The Evening Star” newspaper edition for d/15/71, 
contained an article captioned "I Don’t Believe I'll Ivor 
Be Able To Forget, " authored by Tom Wicker, Bee York Tlaes 
newspaper service, which advised that among nine observers 
who entered Attica Prison on 9/13/71 was Minister Jabarr 
All Kenyatta of the black Milas. 

For information of all offices, this individual 
is unknown to Buwau files by any of the alias names shown 
above. Buffalo is to iaaediately institute Investigation 
to fully identify this individual to deteraine his background 
and his involvement in extremist activities. Submit promptly 
results of subject's activities at the Attica Prison to 
Bureau in fora suitable for disseainatlon. Los Angeles is 
to review their Indices and iaaediately advise the Bureau 
and Buffalo If subject is known in their division and, if 
so, furnish rescue of his background to Buffalo Division 
to be inco rporate d in comnunlcatlon to be subaitted by 
that office relative t o re por ting h is activities while at 
Attica, 


Detroit Division is to iaaediately advise the 
Bureau and Buffalo Division of results of their indices 
check as requested in Buffalo teletype dated 9/11/71, 
referenced above. 


HOTS: 


As indicated above, individual identified in 
caption of this case is unknown to the Bureau and needs 
to be fully Identified in view of this lafln—ntory statements 
made at the Attica Prison which portray very definite 
extremist attitudes. Instructions issued recipient offices 
to insure this individual is identified and his background 
and activities are proaptly submitted to the Bureau in 
fora suitable for dissaslnation. 
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4-22 (Rev. 1-22-60) 

"* Federal Bureau o^®/estigation 
Records I^Jmeh 

SEP 1 6 1971 


19 _ 


I Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 


m Service Unit - Room 6524 
I Forward to File Review 
3Q Attention - £JjL/LlL- 

r * r i » 


BoomSOt 


OZj Return £ RUMBLE £ 

Supervisor Room Ext. 
Ty pe of References Requested: 

iRegular Request (Analytical Search) 


1 J All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
SJ Subversive References Only 
LJ Nonsubversive References Only 
dZl Main___.— References Only 

Ty pe of Search Requested: 

I I Restricted to Locality of_._ 

I I Exact Name Onl y (On the Nose) 

I I Variations 


I Buildup 


Subject _J 


BiiLlidule " t* rtuctj 
Address______ 


Localities_ 

Searcher 

R _Date_Initials_. 

Prod. _ 


FILE NUMBER SERIAL 













_ ' - r,) W. u. BUWAU 0? ,(jv E3<;C . M 

C.OAiiVf D:\ICA rJOu^StC i,0^ 


NR017 CG CODED 


;*r 

11:15 PM 9-22-71 LAK 

TO DIR^TOR 
ALBANY 

BUFFALO (157-1367) 

FROM CHICAGO (157-7218) (P) IP 


SEp;: : 'W 

telietypz 


ATTENTION DID 



Mr. Fel 


Mr. Sullivan 


Mr. Mohr T? . 


Mr. Bishop 


Mr. Miller, ES. 


Mr. Callahan. 


Mr. Casper 


Mr. Conrad 


Mr. Dalbey 


Mr. Cleveland 


Mr. Ponder. 


Mr. Rosen 


Mr. Tavel 


Mr. Walters 


Mr. Soyars 


Tele. Room 


Miss Holmes 


Miss Gandy 


/?■//,ret 


T) / 


RIOT BY INMATES^NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, ATTICA, 
NEW Y0R]k_ EXTREMIST MATTER. 


RE CG TELETYPE, SEPTEMBER TWO ONE, LAST. 

"aimii* residence! 


EIGHT P. M., 



INSTANT REVEALS 


CG CLOSELY FOLLOWING. 


FBI WA RDR 


PRESENT IN CG. 


yy- So 


REC-^ 


# 


r 


^6 SEP 27 1971 
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FD-36 (Rev. S-22-64) 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

F BHEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

-DATE 02-08-2006 BY 60309 AUC TAM/ 
Duie: 9/22/71 



Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 

Via_ 


(Type in plaintext or code) 




(Priority) 



V 

/ 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (100-174297) 

& 

SUBJECT: DEMONSTRATIONS REIATED TO &I2I£A, 
'CORREqTJONAT,„EAnTTTTY RIOT AT NYC, 
SEPTEMBER 18-20, 1971 
IS-NEW LEFT NU 


ReNYtel, 9/20/71. 


Uw- : 


t . t » 

n f A'' ;\ 
K'u-l'T J 
IJP' 


Enclosed for the Bureau are six copies of an LHM 
concerning captioned matter. One copy of the LHM is enclosed 
for the Albany Office for information purposes. 

The SAS who observed the demonstration at 22 West 
55 th St., NYC, on 9/20/71 were: 


JOHN W. ROBINSON 
HENRY E. NAEHLE 

Sources utilized are as follows: 


& 


1 st sourc^"\ 
2 n 

/ * * 


2 nd sourq^ K 


2^$ureau (Encs. o) (RM) »>' K ' 

f- Albany (Encs. 1) (INFi 




- U 




INFO) (RM) 

1-New York (100- ' ‘ ) (MADAME BINH BRIGADE) (42) 

1-New York (100-137309) (WWP) (4l) 

1-New York (100- 
1-New York 


] (45) 


HEN:ihr 

(#) 


ton mv ? 8 SEP 23 1971 

■**v for# ~ 


■' -KC 

Aoproved: V ; 

1 

9 


(g ^ f.' Sped 

e rii% n^C h a r g e 



=27“ 


b6 

b7C 


b7D 


Or 


b6 

b7C 


Sent 


.M 


Per 


' v 






'Cc u. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971 -413"—135 


V 




















NY 100-174297 


The files of the NYO contain no pertinent subversive 
information identifiable with] \ b6 


The LHM is being classified, "Confidential" to 

S rotect the sources of continuing value. The'unauthorized 
isclosure of information furnished by the sources could 
reveal their identity and could be prejudicial to the security 
interests of the country. 
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NY 100-174297 


NON-SYMBOL INPORMW ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


[ 


The r«WI»»entative of the NYCPD who furnished t he 
information on 9/17/71. 9/20/71 and 9/21/71 id I 


who requested that his identity be concealed. 


CAUTION: NOT TO BE DISSEMINATED TO RESIDENT AGENTS„ 

DETACH. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 





















FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In liefily. Please Refer to 
File Ao. 



New York, New York 
September 22, 1971 
NYfile (100-174297) 


DECLASSIFIED EY 60309 MJC TAM/MLT/CLS 
OK 02-08-2006 


Demonstrations Related to 
Attica Correctional Facility 
Riot at New York City, 
September 18-20, 1971 


On September 17, 1971, a representative of the 
New York City Police Department (NYCPD), advised that a 
demonstration was planned to be held at Governor Nelson 
Rockefeller's New York City (NYC) office located at 22 
West 55th Street, NYC, on September 20, 1971 to protest 
the "massacre" at the Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica, New York (NY). 


Special Agents (SAS) of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) at 4:50 p.m. on September 20, 1971 
observed approximately 70 individuals commence a picket¬ 
line demonstration in front of Governor Nelson Rockefeller's 
NYC office, 22 West 55 th Street, NYC. 


The plcketers carried two banners, which read: 


"War Without Terms, Madame Binh Brigade" 
"Prisoners Solidarity Committee" 


A source, who has furnished reliable information 


in the past, advised on September 13, 1971 that 
the Madame Binh Brigade is a group of women 
organized around the George Jackson slaying in 


T l (® L 


GROUP I 

Excluded automatic 

downgrading and 
declassification 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). It is the 
property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Demonstrations Related to 
Attica Correctional Facility 
Riot at New York City, 
September 18-20, 1971 


California and the Attica prison riot. 

Their actions are expected to probably 
revolve around a general prison reform 
theme. 

A second source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised in September, 

1971 that the Prisoners Solidarity Committee 
is a front group of the Workers World Party 
(WWP). 

WWP 

The WWP was founded in 1959 by individuals who 
disagreed with policies of the Socialist Workers 
Party (SWP). The WWP dissidents advocated 
unconditional support of the Soviet Union and 
the building of a revolutionary party geared to 
the overthrow of capitalism. More recently the 
WWP has called for peaceful solutions to Sino- 
Soviet disputes. 

The SWP has been designated pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 

The picketers chanted "Rockefeller Murderer, Tear 
Down the Jails" and "Attica Means Fight Back." 

At 5:25 p.m., the picket-line demonstration 
abruptly ended due to inclement weather. 

The representative of the NYCPD advised on 
September 20, 1971 that during the above demonstration a 
Negro female, who was carrying a Vietcong flag, was arrested 
for "harassment". 

The representative of the NYCPD advised on 
September 21, 1971 that the Negro female,who was ar rested, 
during the demonstra tion on September 20 . 1971, w asl | 

£ _~1 date of birtH | residency )— 

NY. She was arrested on a charge 
— of "narassmenu" inasmuch as she cast an aspersion on a 
patrolman's lineage. 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 
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F B I 

Date: 9/23/71 


g^ransmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


Via 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


'■j/J 

3®“ 


TO: 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

DOMESTXC IHTK^iqtMCE ttWMJPH 


SAC, MIMBSAFOLIS (157-1292) (ROC) 


SUBJECT: RIOT BY IIBiATBSpW YORK 
CORRBCTtOBAD FACILITY, 
^mcv Bar YORK 

ejctrbcst matters 

t&ffife sort 

00: BUFF/tfO ‘ 


Re New York teletype 9/13/71. 



Minneapolis indices negative regarding 


Credit Bid arrest checks, as well as city 
directories and telephone directories at Minneapolis, 
tailed to refle »» naifte beginning 

■nfi rh file_ i_ 


_Iresiding on 

I The' address of 


_lie nod 

mm 


-existent. 

M l 6L£ti 


( 2 )- Bureau (RM) fP ia 

2 - Buffalo (RM) ^ yLAL'3- - 

1 - MSw York (157-6B68) (RM) ' 0 / ~~ 


1 - Philadelphia (157-6263) (RM) 
1 - Minneapolis 

DTD:ras 

(7) 


V-V-S 06 &S- 

6 SEP'27 1971 


Approved: 


p-' 




Special Agent in Charge 


ft U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING t 
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UNITED STATES COVsHNMENT 

Memorandum 


c>o 


r> 


to 


••fc.. 



DIRECTOR, FBI (176-1410) 

/ ' 

SAC, MILWAUKEE (176-1)(P) 


date: 9/23/71 


^ I 


\ 


i. .'s; ■ 


cr; L 


] 


6 


/ 


ET AL (TRAVEL OF DEFENDANTS) 
ARL - CONSPIRACY; (COC) 


/' 2JP, £ 

/' 0/0 7 - 27 - 7 / 

Mcro-ze/c 


(00: CHICAGO) 


. ■ Re Chicago teletype to Buffalo and others, 
9/13/71; and, Milwaukee teletype to Bureau and others,. 

9/wn - v /r, w 

Enclosed for the Bureau are xhe original and 
seven (7) copies, and for Chicago and New York, two (2) 
copies each, of a letterhead memorandum (LHM), dated as 
above, and captioned, "WILLIAM MOSES KUNSTLER." 




V\ I 

* 

\j\ 1 

/rvl 

b6 

X 

b7C 

v , 


v S 



W 


X 

ft' 

r-A 

r\i 

"A A 


Enclosed LHM has been prepared by Milwaukee to 
apprise the Bureau and interested Governmental agencies 
of information ascertained by Milwaukee regarding KUNSTLER 1 s 
speech, which was given at Stout State University (SSU), 
Menomonie, Wisconsin, on 9/14/71. 


Source utilized Jta enclosed LHM is a well- 
placed source. .., 

T<, i.lUVS 

/_-b ’/n/u, ’ J/ 



ureau ( Encs 71 8 ) CRM'I 
.->(176-1410 J7 


] 


2-(100-439612 - WILLIAM MOSES KUNSTLER) 
2 - Chicago (Encs. 2)(176-5-Sub C)(RM) 

2 - New York (En cs. 2)(RM*) _ 

1- (176-133 -f 1 

l-( 100-14699V - WILLIAM MOSES KUNSTLER) 

3 - Milwaukee 


1-(176-1 A 
1-(100-16 74B - ^WTEEIAn _ MOEEE - KUNSTLER) 


1-<100-16407 - STOUT STATE UNIVERSITY )^~$06 


AJE:rab 

(ID 



iwi-toi 


OCT 






* j 

j! fj 

O :;: 


. O , 
r y r 

4*4 «> 

V.,.* H 

PJ ’ 

O ; 



'B 



ftJ 
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b6 

f ^ 

b7C 


I 



*1®# ,91 ' 


•S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Bay roll Savings Blah 
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/ i 













MI 176-1 


Source made the following observation regarding 
KUNSTLER ? s speech: 

KUNSTLER did not actually appear to speak 
derogatory and when he referred to ROCKEFELLER, his 
manner appeared to be more like that of a court room 
attorney. He was well received by the audience, which 
consisted mainly of students, and he received-several 
appreciating applauses. Some of this reflects back to 
his civil rights work, and the fact that he stated he is 
for the poor whites, the Blacks, and all other minority 
groups. 

Any further travels by KUNSTLER to Wisconsin 
will be followed by the Milwaukee Division, and pertinent 
activities by this individual will be reported. 


f 
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MI 176-1 


ADMINISTRATIVE: NO NS.■IEOL SOURCE 


Source utilised in Milwaukee LHM, submitted 
by letter da tod 9/23/71, is identified as followss 








UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
September 23, 1971 


WILLIAM MOSES KUNSTLER 


William Moses Kunstler was an 
attorney for the "Chicago 7" 
defendants, tried and convicted 
in U. S. Federal Court, Chicago, 
Illinois, for riotous activities 
during the 1968 Chicago National 
Democratic Convention. Kunstler, 
on February 15, 1970, was 
sentenced to four years and 
13 days in jail on a contempt 
of court charge resulting from 
his actions during the course of 
the "Chicago 7" trial. He is 
currently free on $50,000 bail, 
traveling throughout the U. S. 
speaking at rallies on and off 
college campuses. The topics of 
his speeches usually concern the 
items of "war, racism, and 
repression," wherein he urges 
listeners to resist authority 
and if change does not come, then 
to engage in revolution. Violence 
has followed many of Kunstler's 
speeches. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 


IfK SftSUKSi 

/S~ 7 —^ 






WILLIAM MOSES KUNSTLER 


A source, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, provided a copy of "The Stoutonia," the 
official newspaper of Stout State University (SSU), 
Menomonie, Wisconsin, dated September 10, 1971. This 
newspaper contained an article entitled, "Kunstler 
Speaks Here Tuesday," and reads, in part, as follows: 


"Civil rights attorney William Kunstler 
will speak at Stout State University Tuesday, 
as part of the University's speaker's forum 
series. The speech, which will take place at 
8:00 P.M. in the Fieldhouse, is rescheduled 
from last spring when a business commitment 
forced Kunstler to cancel his appearance at 
Stout." 


Source advised on September 14, 1971, that 
William Kunstler gave a speech at the Fieldhouse on the 
SSU campus at 8:00 P.M., that date. Kunstler*s speech 
was among those speeches presented by the University's 
speaker's forum series and was given to a capacity crowd 
of 2,000 to 3,000 people, plus a standing crowd, Kunstler 
advised in his speech that he had arrived in Menomonie, 
from the Attica Correctional Institute, where he was part 
of a 13 man group who pleaded with State Corrections 
Commissioner Oswald for more time to negotiate before 
sending State Troopers inside the prison walls. Kunstler 
stated that Oswald had several courses of action to take, 
other than granting amnesty to the prisoners, such as an 
extension of time to negotiate. 

On Monday morning, Kunstler stated he was not 
allowed back inside the prison. He spoke of the noise 
created by the choppers dropping tear gas and the gunfire 
from the State Troopers. 

Kunstler at first said he felt that 8 hostages 
had been killed by prisoners but that on this date, he 
said an autopsy report released showed that the 8 hostages 
had been killed by high-powered rifles, fired by the State 
Troopers, and were not killed by the convicts. 
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WILLIAM MOSES KUNSTLER 


Kunsfcler said the prisoners' requests for 
coraiaunieating their demands on grievances with the 
superintendent had been ignored, therefore leaving the 
prisoners their only recourse of disruptive violence 
and confrontation to get attention to their demands. 

Kimstier stated that the prisoners treated 
their hostages better than they themselves were treated. 
He mentioned that the hostages slept on the beds of the 
prisoners, received regular meals and were given adequate 
medical attention. 

Kunstler referred to the convicts as being 
true heroes, based on their honesty and courage. He 
said that he, himself, in his middle class training, was 
not as clean or decent as the prisoners were, since he 
has had ample opportunity while the prisoners have had 
none. 


Kunstler said that he and the prisoners could 
not accept any of the blame for the failure of Attica, 
as the prisoners said that the hostages would not be 
killed unless the State used force. He said that the 
State of New York merely created lies about the prisoners 
and at one point he became so angered that had he had a 
gun and Governor Rockefeller were standing before him, he 
could have shot him. Kunstler labeled Rockefeller a 
murderer who was guilty of the mass killings and compared 
Rockefeller with Hitler's actions against the Jews. 

Kunstler referred to the statements made by 
Senators Buckley and Jacob Javits of New York, which 
mentioned the punishing of those responsible for the 
uprising and wondered what these two would now say 
since the autopsy report showed that the hostages were 
killed by State Troopers. 

Kunstler said a manifesto presented by the 
prisoners listed 28 reforms, including drug reform, 
healthier diets, fresh fruit, recruitment for outside 
employment, true religious freedom, a Spanish Bible, etc. 
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WILLIAM MOSES KUNSTLER 


In referring to the prisons of New York, Kunstler said 
that 80 per cent of the prisoners are Blacks or Puerto 
Ricans, but there are no Blacks, and only one Puerto 
Rican serving as correctional officers. He stated that 
the manifesto released by the Attica prisoners may serve 
as the spark necessary to set off rioting in other penal 
institutions. 

Kunstler stated that on October 2, 1971, 
there will be demonstrations all over this country 
regarding our prison system and asked that the students 
go to such places as Attica or local county jails, and 
demonstrate for this cause of showing how antiquated our 
penal rules are. He said unless students speak out 
against the injustices that are part of their lives, 
our society can and will die. 

The program lasted for one hour. Kunstler 
held a question and answer period following his speech, 
after which time all in the audience were invited to the 
Student Union for a coffee get-together with Kunstler, 
prior to his departure that night for Minneapolis, where 
he was to catch a flight to New York. 
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Transmit the following in 


Date: 10-22-71 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: SAC, ALBANY 


NY/(44- 


691) (P) 


SUBJECT: UNSUBS; Correction Officers, Attica 
Correctional Facility, Attica 
(Wyoming County), New York; 

I ^ UNKNOWN VIC T IM S - Inmates of Attica. 
SUMMARY PUNISHMENT 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


j / ^ 

y 


10/21/71. 


Re telephone call from SAC JOSEPH GAMBLE at Buffalo, New York, 


In accordance with instructions furnished to SAC, Albany, by SAC 
GAMBLE today, there are enclosed herewith for the Bureau photocopies of the 
medical, records involved in this case. These were obtained today from 

New York State Department of Correction 


Office. 


FD-302 covering these records is being submitted to the Buffalo 


2 Bureau (Enc: Photocopies)(RM 
2 Buffalo (44-592) 

2 Albany 
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61 U 0 V 

Approved: 



^jlpeCictLAgent in Charge 


U. S. GOVERNMENT FEINTING OF 
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NR003 BU CODE 

Ai25 PM URGENT 9-23-71 NDN 
TO DlREpfOR 

ALBANY (157-1017) 

ST. LOUIS 

FROM BUFFALO (157-1367) IP 

fP- 


WERAl BUREAU of JNVFSTir/iT 

com *y*£g£!£ 


SEH23K 

TELETV 


n ; 





Mr. Tolson— 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Sullivan. 
| Mr. M — 


Mr. C 'la’nan' 

Mr. Osper— 


NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, ATTICA, L=— 


8 Mr, VaLrrs- 

i Toic. Ji vsm_ 

M.ss Hoiraea- 

Miss Ctandy- 


NEW YORK, EM, 


INVESTIGATOR 



BCI, NEW YORK SPOL, 4 JTICA __HEVf XPRK, 



TODAY REQUESTED that BLOOD TYPE OF DECEASED INMATE KENNETH 


BE OBTAINED FROM MILITARY SERVICE RECORDS. 


STATED HESS KILLED 


BY OTHER INMATES DURING RIOT. HESS IS WHITE MALE, DOB MAY -ELEVEN*. . b6 

- b7C 

FORTYflIME, AND HAD USMC SN TWO SIX TWO EIGHT ONE ONE NINE OR TWO SIX 
TWO EIGHT ONE SEVEN NINE, SERVED USMC APPROXIMATELY SIXTYSEVEN TO 
SEVENTY, WHEN RECEIVED EITHER GENERAL OR DISHONORABLE DISCHARGE. 

ST, LOUIS, AT ST. LOUIS, WILL CHECK MPRC RECORDS FOR BLOOD TYPE OF 

* 

HESS. FURNISH RESULTS TO BUREAU, ALBANY, AND BUFFALO. 

4¥-S€>6o S'- <r/x 

END. , --7 ^ 


PLB FBI WA 




1 SEP 27 1971 



580 CT 5 ^ 137 , 


,, /4 

i 'tk V' ■■■ 


rtf* MR. TRAINOR 
^ ^-~~ROOM 712-A 9&R 
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MRS 10 AL CODE 
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IB :52 PM URGENT 9-25-71 LVV 

-fit- 


.v.-; 


TO DIRECTOR (ATTENTIONS DID) 


/ 

BOSTON 


✓ / 

1 CHICAGO 


NEW AR K 


BUFFALO 
BALTIMORE 
NEW' YORK 
PHILADELPHIA WFO 

(ALL VIA WASHINGTON) 

FROM ALBANY (100-22598) 4P 


MARCH AND DEMONSTRATION SPONSORED BY PEOPLE’ S COALITION 



FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE TO PROTEST ACTIONS OF NEW YORK STATE 


A y 




a 


AT ATTICA STATE PRISON, ALBANY, NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER TWENTY- 


c>f V 'S 


THREE, NINETEEN SEVENTY-ONE. 



REFERENCE IS MADE TO ALBANY MEMORANDA DATED SEPTEMBER TWENTY- 


TWO AND TWENTY-THREE, NINETEEN SEVENTY-ONE, CAPTIONED AS ABOVE. 

■ >4 i 


MARCH FROM 8EVERWYCH PARK THROUGH THE BLACK COMMUNITY 

... » ' V/ 

TO THE CAPITOL STEPS COMMENCED AT QNErPyM, APPROXIMATELY 
EIGHT HUNDRED PEOPLE PARTICIPATED IN?IKE-‘ MARCH, PjjjfrjETY FIVE 




PERCENT OF WHOM WERE IN HIPPIE ATTIRE. 

(rf -two foray-F/oe 

THE DEMONSTRATION BEGAN ~HYY-T'-X-V-E IN THE AFTERNOON 


WITH DAVID DELLINGER ACTING AS MASTER OF CEREMONIES. THE 


OTHER SPEA] 


/S*' 


WERE CARMEN CAR IGA (PH), DESCRIBED AS, A 


ND PAGE 


O 






SEP 29 1971 


ftTWAT, T?TTJTD 





















PAGE TV/0 


RELATIVE OF A PRISONER CURRENTLY AT ATTICA, TOM SOTO, REPRESENT¬ 


ING THE PRISONERS SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE FROM BUFFALO, DOMINIGO 


RODRIGUEZ OF THE BUFFALO BUILD, CHARLENE DAVIS OF THE FREE 


ANGELA DAVIS DEFENSE COMMITTEE, JUANITA WOODSON, OF THE 


NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD, RAND I RAPAPORT, WOMEN’S MEDIATION 


AND ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE PEOPLE* S COALITION FOR PEACE 


AND JUSTICE CPCPJ), FRANKLIN LAWRENCE OF THE MEDIATION COMMITTEE, 


ROCHESTER, MEW YORK, ■AND LYNN EDWARDS OF BLACK WORKERS CONGRESS, 


MESSAGES WERE READ FROM 


OF THE BLACK 


WORKERS CONGRESS, THE THEME OF ALL THE SPEAKERS WAS THAT THE 


TRAGEDY AT ATTICA WAS THE FAULT OF GOVERNOR ROCKEFELLER AND 


PRESIDENT NIXON, AND THAT BOTH SHOULD EE INDICTED FOR MURDER. 


REFERENCED ALBANY MEMORANDUM OF SEPTEMBER TWENTYTWO STATED 


THAT THE APPLICANTS FOR THE PERMIT TO HOLD THE DEMONSTRATION 


ESTIMATED THAT APPROXIMATELY SIX TO TEN THOUSAND PEOPLE MIGHT 


PARTICIPATE. 


APPROXIMATELY ONE THOUSAND PEOPLE WERE PRESENT AT THE DEMON¬ 


STRATION, OF WHICH IT IS ESTIMATED LESS THAN TEN PERCENT WERE BLACK. 


FRUSTRATION ENDED AT FOUR FIFTEEN P. M. AMONG THOSE OBSERVE 


u THE DEMONSTRATION BY SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE FBI WERE 



U 


‘ •*> 


b6 

b7 















T 


PAGE THREE 

CHICAGO SEVEN DEFENDANT, A HD I 


^ BOTH OF WHOM ARE CP USA FUNCT 10!'.’ARIES t'RDE 1 VJ YORK Cl T ,Y. IT WAS 
ANNOUNCED AT THE END OF THE DEMONSTRATION THAT WORKSHOPS WOULD 
BE HELD IN THREE AREA CHURCHES, ONE OF THESE WORKSHOPS WOULD BE 



DAVID DELLINGER ANNOUNCED THAT 0N OCTOBER FOURTEEN, NINETEEN 

SEVENTY-ONE, THE HUMANITARIAN AWARD WOULD BE PRESENTED TO 

GOVERNOR ROCKEFELLER IN THE GRAND BALLROOM OF THE HILTON HOTEL, 

NEW YORK CITY, AMD THAT HE, DELLINGER, AT THIS TIME, INVITED ALL 

THOSE PRESENT AT THE DEMONSTRATION TO ATTEND, DELLINGER ALSO 

I ADVISED THAT ON OCTOBER SIX, NINETEEN SEVENTY-ONE, NEW YORK 
i 

j CORRECTION COMMISSIONER OSWALD WOULD RECEIVE A SIMILAR AWARD AT 
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON HOTEL, AND AGAIN INVITED ALL PRESENT TO 
ATTEND, STATING THAT HE INTENDED TO BE THERE, 

AMONG THE SIGNS GBSERVED AT THE DEMONSTRATION WERE " MASSACRE 
AT ATTICA, ROCKEFELLER'S MY LAI," "ROCKEFELLER BILLIONAIRE 
MURDERER OF ATTICA PRISONERS". 

DELLINGER ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT OCTOBER TWO WAS TO BE A DAY 
OF SOLIDARITY WITH DEMONSTRATIONS AT DANBURY, SAN QUENTIN, 

END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 

ATTICA, ALDER STOM, AND OTHER PRISONS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. 
THAT ON OCTOBER THIRTEEN, THERE WOULD 3E A STRIKE OF WORKERS 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, AMD NO ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL CLASSES. 


THERE WERE NO 


A i V 1/ .1 


DENTS OR ARRESTS, 


UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE ADVISED. 
ADMINISTRATIVE DAT As 


IS - NEW LEFT. 

IDENTITY OF AGENTS WHO OBSERVED DEMONSTRATION MAINTAINED 
IN ALBANY FILE. A SECURE RECORDING OF THE REMARKS OF DAVID 
DELLINGER AND THE OTHER SPEAKERS WAS MADE, 

DAVID DELLINGER DEPARTED ALBANY VIA BUS FOR NEW YORK CITY 
SIX PM ■ 


ON NINE TWENTY THREE, SEVENTYONE. 


NO LKM TO FOLLOW. 
END 

IRS FBI WASHDC 
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„ - ' >: ■ By AFEW^HAKUR . V W 

. ^v« . uw lips of aMWfiit every person 
in America is that strange word— 
Attica. Few, however, are willing to. 
admit that had the American public 
voiced its concern when they were 
asked to by those inmates (weeks 
before), we would not have the blood 
of 40 human beings on our hand®- We 
forget that some of those same people 
asked for these same basic damandi? 
a year earlier at the Tombs in Queens. - 
Ibty were doped at that time by; 
empty promises. ■ 

ThpsM of- us.’who traveled , the four 
hundred-odd mile? fe that armed camp 
fee! mop? than outrage. There is 
treriiendous grief and frustration. We 
went there with a proposal that would 
-have saved lives, and yet we were 
^rred fronj relaying- that message. 
Instead, we. were threatened at gjm 
point and told to' "go back where you 
canwrittOT.",’- : 

Five times we approached the town ' 
of Attica and five times we listened 
to shdtguns^ rifles,* and carbines • 
being-cocked at our heads. We were 
searched, interrogated and threatened. 

Through persistent telephone calls 
to the negotiating team, we finally 
got our message to fee inmates. The 
Governmeht? bf North. Vietnam, North 
Koreaij Algeria and Congo Brazzaville 
had. indicated to the! Black Panther * 
party feat they would accept in to 
their countries apy inmate of Attica 
prison who wished to leave. At the 
command of fee inmates, a jet would 1 
land at Kennedy Airport to safely i 


, to receive safe passage out of America. 

We went to Attica Sat urday ,pj ght 
and were met by an 8 A,ilto8T?.M. 
curfew. Despite the fact that fee toWn 
was practically deserted, we were 
flagged down by eight state troopers 
and; a small group of town residents 
at a roadblock a mile' from fee con¬ 
centration camp. They were, to the 
inan, armed with .357 Magnum shot¬ 
guns or semiautomatic carbines. 

. ■' We identified ourselves to a trooper 
sergeant, while bis backmen cocked 
their shotguns and leveled them at 
each of our heads. W6 informed fee 
sergeant feat we had vital information 
concerning fee negotiations. He sug- , 
gested wh give him fee information. 
We refused and were ordered to leave 
Attica, > \ 

The following morning (Sunday), 
we woke, up William. Kunsfler of the 
observers committee and gave him 
fee information • to relay to fee in¬ 
mates. Dr. Curtis Powell, another -,' 
observer, had attempted to see the 
inmates on Saturday morning. Me 
managed to get outside of fee prison 
feat day only because.-fee roadblocks 
.weren't set up until fee troopers 
declared fee curfew. , 

The police and the state troopers / 
were so hostile toward him that 
Delores Costello of W1AI asked/ the 
press if Dr. Powell could sit in feelr 
cars because she believed' they would 
kill him. 


land at Kennedy Airport to safely 
transport those inmates to,a “non- 
impertal^ tfeiiitry.’’^; :* . ‘ • 

„ Let us examine fee value of such a 
proposal'objectively. It is-a fact that 
two to torn- hundred inmates who 
pushed for fee demand had little to 
gain by any other terms. Those wife 
prison terms - exceeding seven years 
had absolutely toothing to lose but 
their Jives. Wife fee proposal came a 
new life in a country which would not 
condemn them to a cage for fee rest 
of feeir live?. Some feared execution 
(rightly so) immediately after a sur¬ 
render. They refused to die as any¬ 
thing but determined young men of 
dignity. * ’ : ~ 

Some of us were in New York City 
jails during fee insurrections here and 
we felt fee negotiators should nego¬ 
tiate alongside the inmates instead of 
for feem. We could have at least made' 
it c&jar to fee inmates feat any pro®-. ■ 
ises'of amnesty were not worth feejL 
pager ; they jgeKB srittM flrft tfliW 
.o# hope *y|iMLr|o4iS 


Bobby Seale of the Black Panther 
party had permission to. return, yet 
they, still refused to let him go in. All 
any of us wanted to do was save the 
' lives of our incarcerated brothers and 
they denied us this. The storm 
troopers were determined to have 
feeir bloodbath and they persisted in 
blocking anyone who attempted , to 
, stop it *And now fee massacre has 
happened! It cannot be undone. Those 
people, all of them, were murdered on 
fee direct orders of Governor Rocke¬ 
feller and President Nixon. 

Attica 1971 sounds like Moncada 
1953. The unflinching fight for human 
dignity of those inmates, black, /brown 
and white, must be carried forth by all 
of us who call ourselves human beings. 
The prisoners of Attica traded what¬ 
ever racism they had for a common 
goal of liberation. Brothers Elton, Sam, i 
Champ and the rest—we will not fall I 
you as we did on September 13th. The ' 
torch of liberation has been Jit and j 
vje indeed shall carry It forth. 

Af-erd Shakur was a defendant in the. 
New York Black Panther trial \ ' 


e-ToLsoa- 

Sullivan _ 

Mohr_ 

_o.yijop_ 

rV man, C.D. 

--o'&Tfahan_ 

Casper_ 

Conrad _ 

Dalbey - 

Felt_ 

Gale_ 

Rosen _ 

Tavel_ 

Walters_ 

Soyars _ 

Beaver_ 

Tele. Room _ 

Holmes _ 

Gandy - 







'V . jj ' 

The Washington Post 

Time6 Herald_ 

The Washington Daily News_ 

The Evening Star (Washington)_ 

The Sunday Star (Washington)_ 

Daily News (New York)_ 

Sunday News (New York)_ 

New York Post_ 

The New York Times __ 

The Daily Worlds_ 

The New Leader__ 

The Wall Street Journal_ 

The National Observer_ 

People’s World_ 





S stoats'* 

NOT RECORDED 
9 OCT 20 1971 


fSjf 
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'Tolson 
Sullivan 
Mohr . 


Bishop 

Brennan, /C.D. 
Callahan/ 
Casper 
Conrad J 
Dal bey !. 

Felt 

Gale _j_ 
Rosen [ 

Tavel 
Walters] 

Soyarsj 
Beaver 


Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Gandy 


J 


The Washington Post 
Times Herald_ 


The Washington Daily News _ 

The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 

Daily News (New York)_ 

Sunday News (New York)_ 

New York Pos l _ 


The New York! Times_ 

The Daily Wolld_ 

The New Leader_ 

The Wall Street Journal 


The National 
People’s Worlh 


Observer . 


Date 


I 

I 





























option*! ro«M no. to 

MAY If63 tOlTION 
OSA GCN. «fO. NO. 17 

UNITED STATE 


.xvNMENT 


Kelt_ 

Sullivan . 


Memorandum 




:Mr. E. S. Mill? 


DATE: 9-24-71 


FROM 


: G. C. Moo 





Millfcr. E.S. « 

Callahan _ 

Casper_ 

Conrad _ 

Dalbey_ 

Cleveland_ 

Ponder_ 

Rosen _ 

Tavcl - 

Walters _ 

Soyara _ 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes_ 

Gandy _ 


SUBJECT ipossEBLE DISRUPTIVE ACTIVITIES T] ° ondy - 

SCHEDULED FOR. SEPTEMBER^24/“l971 £'* 

EXTREMIST MATTERS ; J 

To advise of receipt of data indicating po ssibility of 

/ 1 disruptive acts ™ the c ° untry this date - J_ 

On late afternoon of 9-23-71, informatioij/received from 
* highly sensitive source of another, Government agency, which data 
may not be disseminated outside the Bureau, and is for lead 
purposes only. Data indicates Key Black Extremist James Forman 
of New York City has issued call for nationwide mass rallies and 
demonstrations, including closing of schools and strikes by workers 
this date. Purpose is to focus attention on recent-J'massacreV of 


this date. Purpose is to focus attention on recen£_^"massacre^ , of a 
prisoners of New York State Correctional FacilityL. Attica , New York;' 
the Administration's wage-price freeze; and the Vietnam vjar ,. : j \, 


Source further advised request by Forman made to CommuniVtT 
leaders abroad to support U.S. Blacks' struggle against "rascism, \i 
imperialism and capitalism" by holding mass memorial services for M 
inmates killed at Attica. Those leaders also advised that' inmates JP* 
of Attica desire safe passage outside the U.S. ^ jr 

In view of the late receipt of above information and - X 
urgency of information, teletype instructions were directed to 
appropriate field offices on the evening of 9-23-71. Field offices 
instructed to advise of positive information developed regarding 
the above-scheduled activities and to advise local authorities j 

of positive information developed, independently through Bureau re¬ 
sources. You will be advised of additional pertinent information as. ii 
develops. ^ j 

ACTION; For information. r^¥--S’c&' ' 


PENrlrs 


ON; For information. 

lrs ( 10 )jM Q 

Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
Mr. J. P. Mohr 
Mr. T. E. Bishop 
Mr. E. S. Miller 
Mr. G. C. Moore / 

Mr. W. R. Wannall lii 
Mr. J. C, Trainor 

R. Young f : y- 

gr^g.'iNugent 

71 


• NTVT RE CORDED 

168 OCT a„ 1971 
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Z7 1971 
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7^ / 

Transmit the following in 


Date: 10/22/71 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, NEW YORK (44-2086) 


/CC" &s A&^/ViS/-ec$ 

Gee 4^<1 ;o-£%.7i 


OBJECT 


: UNSUBS; /5 7/ 

CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA 

SQWH'ECTTOWAT, i'AGTT.TTV. AWTGA /'WVnMTHfi ^ / 



.CORRECTIONAL FACILIT Y, ITTIGA (WYOMING / 

COUNTY) NEW YORK. 

. UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA_ 

SUMMARY PUNISH MENT . 

, CIVIL RIGHTS 

_ b 

ReNYtels to Bureau, 10/20, 21/74- 

Enclosed for the Bureau are foup- "fewn 7 ' iit* i 

terns enumerated on the attached list.* y 

^-.>1_ 

Enclosed for Buffalo are two each of the same ^tc 

nclosed -Pryr ft > hanr- is one copy each of the same items.>o_ 


NEW YC 





.ca inmates int« 


YORK Will contact 
fociety on 10/27/71, 


I 2. Will eontaHfl_____ 

pU Medical Center td^etermine when Judge HARRY G0LD81 S^can 
|>e interviewed. 

1 - Buffalo (Encls.t) 74- Wy V K*k & -■ -—— 

1- New York " J .OCTW s 

TKDtpaX l r, _ iW~ 


0 JTr: 


<*' Special Agent in Charge 















Enclosed a Is Are the followinglin conn 
CwP.97-410 in U. S.^oistrict 

m 


Index to Record On Appeal 
Supplemental Index to Record On Appeal 
Supplemental Clerk 1 s Certificate 
Clerk's Certificate 

Temporary Restraining- Order filed September 14., 
1971 


Affidavit of 
1971 -J 
Affidavit oj[] 
1971 


civil suit 




J 


$h with 
It. 


filed September 14, 


’lied September 14, 


Complaint filed September 15, 1971 
Affidavit and Order that proceeding; be 
transcribed at United States ' expense 
Plaintiffs' Affidavit and motion for 
reconsideration of court's ruling denying 
access of plaintiffs'counsel to plaintiffs etc. 
Plaintiffs'"- affidavits. 

Temporary Restraining Order of September 23, 1971 
Order Show Cause Signed September 23, 1971 


by Judge CURTIN._ 

N. A ffIdavlt oil 

bf September 23, 1971 

~Q -fc of Aahpas Hryppri.c 

; Ad Testificandum re 


Habeas Corpus Ad Testificadum re . 
eas Corpus Ad Testificandum re 













'V 

t 


v. 

VJ. 

.n 

Oi 


v 


I 


q 


1 


Affidavit of 

Order Show CtTuse aw an order s TTdnTd not 
be entered dismissing the complaint 
Amended Complaint For Declaratory Judgment. 
Injunction and Other Appropriate Relief fil, 
September 28, 1971, at United States Distri^ 
Court for Western District of New York 
Interim Order filed September 23, i$ 7 i 
Plaintiff's Notice of Appeal filed September 
Certification Pursuant to Federal Rule 54 
Federal Rules of Procedure filed Octob 
Exhibit R1 - Notice ho T . y-->pte g 
Correctional Facility 
of September 24, 1971 
(U) (interim Order of 


or. 


1971 


3 - C7' 

2 — - 


V.! 


r 


Five Writs of_ 
referring toC" 


~7~e!eTTs includec 

September 28, 19" 
: 0 .s Corpus Ad Testj.fl: 


pTus ’cEe affidavit o3T 


X 


Z. Order of,October 0, 1971 of Judge JOHN T. 

CURTIN ordering proceedings that the suit be 
transcribed at expense of the United States 
Al. Clerk's Certificate filed October 4, 1971 
' at United States Court of Appeals, Second 
Circuit 

A2. Temporary Restraining Order filed September 14, 
1971, at .'United States District Court of Western 
District of N ew York _ 


A3. 


A4. 

A5. 

A6. 


Affidavit of 


1971, at United State:: 

of New York r - 

Affidavit of 


filed 


J s. • 


Court of Western Di; 


- I--- 
rrici 


iled September 14, 
^rn 


1971 at llnri.ueci suates ■)-; r.Aw iot Court of West 
District of New York 

Complaint for Declaratory Judgment, Injunction 
and other appropriate relief 
Affidavit of [ _"] 














* 


A7. Order of Judge JOHN CURTIN that; prececal -3 
at the suit be paid at expense of the U-i. ec. 
States 

AS. Brief for Appellants dated September 30. 1971 
A9. Brief for Appellees dated 

A10. Reply Brief for Appellants filed October 7, 1971, 
at United. States Court of Appeals of Second 
Circuit 


All. 


Copy of the transcript of proceedings 
of Civil Action Number 1971-410 (Inmates 
_Qfl the Attica Correction al Facility, 

_,_ U on-behalf 

of themselves and all other persons similarly 
situated). As plaintiffs versus (NELSON 
ROCKERFELLER, Governor, State of New York; 

RUSSEL G. OSWALD, Commissi oner of Correct-? ons 

Ne w York;! _ | 

1 Attica Correctional Facility) 
as Defendants in United States District Court 
for Western District of New York at Buffalo, 

New York. These transcripts cover such 
hearings on September 14, to September 16, 1971# 
September 23, 1971, September 27, 1971, 

September 30, 1971# October 4, 1971, October 4, 
1971, October 5, 1971 and October 6, 1971. 
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| T511PM NITEL/5^23-71 SEG 
,T0 DIRECTOR 

BUFFALO (157-1367) 
ALBANY 

FROM ST. LOUIS (157-NEW) IP 

If ^'Pti-fi r C I v 


FEDERAL BUREAliTOF INfESTIGATICM 
COMMUNlC/mQj<? SECTION. 

SEP 231971 

TELETYEE 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Sullivan_ 

Mr. Mohr_ £ 

Mr. Biehrp >» 
Mr. Mi'W, ™ 
Mr. C-HahaiS/ 
Mr. C.isper jffiL 
Mx i-r-d 
K ■ 

K . 

i? r • 

Mr. I J ?~n.. 

Mr. Th i_. 

Mr. Wch-rs_ 

Mr. S i.-M3 _ 

Tele. Room_ 

-4:ss Holmes_ 

Miss GaudyJL 


Be 


o »o 


BY INMATES,-NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY; EM. 
pOO BUFFALO. /,’•// Cft /T* % 


f RE BUFFALO TEL CALL INSTANT. 

BLOOD TYPE NOT INDICATED IN MILITARY RECORDS OF KENNETH 
EDGAR HESS, USMC TWO SIX TWO EIGHT ONE ONE NINE, FBI NUMBER 
FIVE FIVE TWO NINE TWO FOUR F. 

MEDICAL RECORDS FOR HESS TRANSFERRED TO VARO, BUFFALO, 
NEW YORK, UNDER CLAIM NUMBER TWO SIX THREE TWO EIGHT NINE 




FOUR ZERO, MARCH TWENTYFOUR, LAST, PER THEIR REQUEST. 

ruc. • _ yy-src’^^- 

EX-102 




TMT FBI WA FOR TWO TU 


1 SEP 27 1S71 


/MR. TR&! 
-ROOM Yl 


\ 9&K 


5-1971 


• a > t- \s 


/Aiy 







NR65 NY CODE ~V 

11 l.-IZk'URGENT 9-24 -JWzFPN 


5ERAC BUREAU Ot INVESTIGATION! 

IaMMCATIONS SECTION, 


SEP 2 41971 


0 DIRECTOR 


ATT Dll 



ALBANY | 

l 

FROM NEW YORK 


BUFFALO 


uLt^t 


JNERAL SERVICES FOR SIX SLAIN INMiCTES FR( 

—— — - -- ■ - -- i n 

OO Kl- 





Tffr. Tolson_ 

Mr. Pelt_ 

Mr. Sullivan_ 

Mr. Mohr_ 

Mr. Bishop_ 

Mr. Miller, ES 
Mr. Callahan.- 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. C»nrad .... 

Mr. Dvr"? __ 

1 Mr. Cleveland- 

\ Mr. Ponder_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. Soyars_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes_ 

\ j'jias Candy_ 
















PG TWO 


SERVICES BODIES WILL. BE TAKEN TO FREDERICK DOUGLAS MEMORIAL 

■ i 

PARK, STATEN ISLAND NY FOR BURIAL. 

FUNERAL SERVICE ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR SUMMER ST. 
ARMORY, BKLYN., NY BUT CHANGE^TO CORNERSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH 
WHEN SPONSORS WERE DENIED USE OF ARfWY. 

f NUMEROUS GROUPS INCLUDING REPUBLIC OF NEW AFRICA(RNA) 

** - - - _ __ _ 

BLACK PANTHER PARTYC BPP) LI Slip AS CO- "SPONSORS. 

SIX SLAIN INMATES BODIES HIT BE ON VIEW AT~CORNERSTONE 

BAPTIST CHURCH, FRIDAY INSTANT DATE UNTIL NINE PM. 

ADMINISTRATIVE _ 


SOURCE IS 

__ ~1 



» 


NYO WILL AFFORD COVERAGE OF CAPTIONED EVENT. 


END 














FED.'.VI BLFE.MJ CF (NVEST G. T C‘l 



cc^N;cAnc M " s: 



NR002 BU PLAIN 


spp o a 1 ~r* ’ 

i G f IJ. f 




'3:38 PM URGENT 9-24^71 sNDN- 


TO DIRECTOR ( ATTENTflONil DOMESTIC] 


TELETYPE 

cjji;Njr|i|)lt3ENCE DIVISION) 


Albany 


r FRO&L BUFFALO (157- 

■ J? ky^ 


Mr. Tolson.__5B^ 

Mr. Felt_3^ 

Mr. Sullivan_ 

Mr. Mohr_' 

Mr. Bishop A..jU 
Mr. Miller, EpS^ 
Mr. Callahan^k,, 
Mr. Casper.J0LT 

Mr. Conrad _ 

Mr. Da!b •• 

Mr. Cleveland_ 

Mr. Pondt .• _ 

Mr. Rosen... 

Mr. Tavel.. 

Mr. Walters...._ 

Mr. Soyars ...— 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes — 
Miss Gandy.....— 


RIOT BY INMATES, 1 


m 

L/mgm 




00: BUFFALO. 


C (L 


vfV>-‘S Okv 


-j 11 

i I f 




JOHN WE ID NER, ADMpiSpgpVp: CHIEF, VARO, BUFFALO, ADVISED j~a 


RECORD OF KENNETH EDC 


fA‘C laim number two six three two 




EIGHT NINE FOUR ZERO REVIEW©) AND. FOUND NOT fQVCONTAIN BLOOD 




TYPE OF HESS, - WE ID NER ADVffID FAILURE OF RECORD TO REFLECT BLOOD TYPE 


UNUSUAL BUT NOT CONTAINED IN RECORD. RECORD REFLECTED HESS RECEIVED 


DISHONORABLE DISCHARGE WHICH IS BAR TO VA BENEFITS. 


ABOVE INFORMATION FURNISHED : TO) LT. 


NEW YORK STATE 


POLICE, ASSIGNED ATTIC J A CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, SEPT. TWENTYFOUR INSTANT. 


LT. ] ADVISED ONE, ADD;DTI0INAL INMATE OF ATTICA CORRECTIONAL 

-.. i - s & & o s'' — Jr?x / 

FACILITY DIED ABOUT SEVEN IAM, OEiPI. T^NTYTHREELAST. AS A RESULT OF 


RIOT WHICH OCCURRED THAT IN! 


■ION MAKING DEATH TOTAL 


riroTTE; 


[DENTIFIED DEAD INMATf 


BORN MAY 


LIM 


‘E lLB.AB.D,,LER.(^YLwt^ wfiM # MM, 

LE.. F BI ^NUMBER TWO TTSSE TOT ‘ 


END PAGE ONE 






ys>i 

-L-, Ife i*v 


xpvity , «vJ. fg* tfe Hfrmfn r, **4* • r J jm _ 

►fotlr m* 

















PAGE TWO T || j | IS ; . 

FOUR SIX DASHIE.IGHT FIVE SIX.ll SENTENCED STEUBEN COUNTY COURT 


JULY TWENTYTWO, SlJf YNTflE, ASSAULT SECOND DEGREE TO TERM OF FOUR 
YEARS. CRIME OF ASSAULT WAS'lfF POLICE OFFICER BY AUTOMOBILE. 


ADMINISTRAT IVE* 

RE. ST. LOUIS TEL, SEPT. TWENTYTHREE LAST. 


TJT FBI WASH DC GLR 


.1 f l i + 














^FUNERAL SERVICES FO R S I X'SL AIN INMATES FRQM 0ATT.TCA CORRECTIONAL 
INSTITUTION, ATTICA, ^yJoQ BE! HELD BROOKLYN, NY,' f. 


SEPTEMBER TWENTYFIVE, SEtfENTYONE. CIVIL UNREST. 


O' 


t- VP 


ON SEPTEMBER TWENTYFIVE, SEVENTYONE, SOURCE WHO HAS 

'FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN PAST, ADVISED THAT AT 

! ABOUT ELEVEN AM THIS DATE, FUNERAL MARCH INCLUDING SIX HEARSES 

''CONTAINING BODIES OF SIX SLAIN INMATES OF ATTICA 
6 

CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION BEGAN;> SOURCE ESTIMATED POSSIBLY ONE 
[THOUSAND PARTICIPANTS IN MARCH. MARCHERS PROCEEDED TO 





CORNERSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH, LEWIS AND MADISON AVENUES, 

BROOKLYN, NY, WHERE SERVICES BEGAN AT ft 

iLOCAL COMMUNITY^LEADERS AND POL1TICIA 
. i : ■ 

iWHICH WAS HELD WITHOUT INCIDENT. 

END PAGE ONE 


DNE PM THIS DATE. / n 
N MARCH 


REC-13^- 


OCT 1 19 ^ 
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TWii 


- am : 


PAGE TWO 
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»• % .4 ' 3 ' 


REPRESENTATIVE^ 0F( : NYCPD ADVISED'TMaT, AT ABOUT FOUR PM 
THIS DATE, SERVICES CONCLUDE|^il|M)RNERiW £ - BAPTIST CHURCH, 

>?!,iI 

APPROXIMATELY SEVEN HUNDRED N SERVICES. 

HEARSE ARE TO PROCEED TQT Mjf K DOUGLAS MEMORIAL 
PARK, STATEN ISLAND, NY, WHERE BURIALS WILL TAKE PLACE. 
THERE WERE NO INCIDENTS OR DI ST URBAN IfS. 

L# *■ 


*1j 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


RENYTEL SEPTEMBER TWENTYFOUR, SEVENTYONE 
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October 1, 1971 
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S~<? && 

/ REC-53 , . . 


& / 


©sorabla Fletcher Shop-i^aon 
•louso of Representative.** 

■ teshiaeffcoa # U. C. 205If 

by Sear Ccn«7rccsrr.a2i t 


Tour letter c .r per-tenhrr ^-o 

^—*-'-r closing 


cf Atlanta, 


correspondence frot?. 
ftaor^ia, has been ri ^CT.^ 

nos h OTB 

riotous situations Khirt occur in ,trto 

t'So SoSfS tavooUnatbn 

V * iC;1 <* 'tstu !>rioo. 



1 oir*. returninn 


JWAJL^Q IQ 

OCT J 1971 


letter. 


Sincerely yours* 4 

J. Edgar Hoover 


1/ 


if 


:?'■ 



^ures (2) 

|~ Enclosure 


s (2) 



Miller, g.S. 
Callahan _ 
Casper 
Conrad ^ 
Dalbey "** 



Walters 
Soyara 
Tele j Roo 
Holmes 
Gandy 

7- c• s f 


NOTE: No record BufileJ 
with Thompson (R-Georgia]T 

JCW.-jkm (6) 

^ , 

ig 

131971 

MAIL ROOMd] TELETYPE UNIT I-1 


(detached) 

Prior cordial correspondence 
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hfiV * 

I r y 
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*FLCTc 5 )pER THOMPSON 
- MEMB r m OF CONGRESS 

COMMITTEES: 

Interstate ft foreign Commerce 
Internal Security 


t 





on&testt of tfie ©tottefc Btateg 
H otttfe of ftepretfentatibes ^ 

WHa^Ington, J3.C. 20515 


208 

WAS 

PH 


5TH 

327 Old Pc 
Ph 
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September 2 7 


Mr. To Ison 
Mr. Felt 
Mr. Sulli 



r. Callahan _ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad _ 

Mr. Dalbey_ 

Mr. Cleveland- 
Mr. Popfler . 

Mr. R<j 
Mr. 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. Soyars_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 



Chief, Congressional Liaison 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 

I have 

my constituent. 


rece i ved the attachnd letter from 


t 


I will appreciate it if I could hear from 
you with jg^gard to his comments about the FBI investi¬ 
gating the Attica pr.ispn break so that I may properly 
advise my constituent. Any information you can give 
me as to the FBI's involvement with such instances will 
be appreciated. 

Kindest personal regards. 

Yours very truly. 



FT: cm 
Enclosure 


(■ 

\ 


■’LETCHER THOMPSON 
Member of Congress 



SEP 29 1971 










I_3 311 

September 15/ 1971 


Mr. Fletcher Thompson 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear lir. Thompson: 

I think I should write you about the prison break m hew York, ('./.tigress 

should see that the F.B.I. investigates this and turn the evidence otfer to York 

) 

stte. The way some people are tring to blame the guards and police the prisoners 
may not be blamed at all. I think the Federal Government should see tnat tne 
prisoners are charged dnd if found gui lty punished. There is a force it seems tnat 
is tring to overthrow our government and it should be stoppedl If they get 
with tnis it will be tried at other prisons. 

There is also a revival of the gun control people, remember tnat Congress 
does not have they: power to make gun laws l 












5-1 13a (9-29-65)* 

t 


Domestic Intelligence Division 

INFORMATIVE NOTE 

Dale _ 9-27-71 

Attached concerns the prison riot at 
New York State Correctional Facility in 
Attica, New York, and states that another 
inmate died on 9-25-71, bringing the total 
to 42. Representatives of the Attica 
Observer Committee which attempted to media ;e 
the riot held a three-hour meeting on Sunday 
morning, 9-26-71, at the invitation of 
New York State Assemblyman Arthur 0. Eve. 

The meeting was held at the headquarters oj: 
the Black Development Foundation and was 
attended principally by blacks and Puerto 1 
Ricans. They plan to issue a full report 
on the prison riot within 30 days. They p;.an 
to ask for extensive prison reforms and 
parole systems. 

Copy of attached sent Inter-Division 
Intelligence Unit. Pertinent parts will be 
included in summary to the White House, 

Vice President, Attorney General, Defense 
Intelligence Agency, and Secret Service. 

ABK:lrs 
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NM02 BU CODE 


FEDERAL BUREAU of llWrcTi/M-r'„ 
COMMON,CATONS SECTOR 


SEP 2 7 J9?i vV>0 

TfcLfT ypg ' 




Mr. To 


as PH NIT I 


•EJ/5-27-7! EWL 
ICTON (ATTN DID) 


ALBANY 


Mr. C '■’'■an' 

Mr. C '-■■-•r—_ 

Mr. C- ii id_ 

Hr. I • 

Mr. C'cySyln d / 

Mr. Ko 

Mr. Y/alters_ 

Mr. £>: . s_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss li.iioos_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


PR®* buffalo 2 P wn } 1 

CiJ'hta. .M-ks / / v 

RIOT BY INMATES* ®KEi YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY* EM. OOt BUFFALO 

(ONE FIFTYSEVEN - ON THREE SIX SEVEBf ATTICA OBSERVER COMMITTEE* EM 

Extremist Matter 

BASH AOG» 00K BUFFALO (ONE FIFTYSEVEN •- ONE THREE EIOKT OND 


ON SEPT TVENTYSEVEN INSTANT* LT*|_ NEV YORK STATE POLICE*^* 

BSSIONED ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY* ADVISED ONE ADDITIONAL INMATE 
OF ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY DIED SEPT TVENTYFIVE LAST IJftHj 
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL* BUFFALO* NY AS RESULT OF RIOT UKICH toWNSR^I 
INST ITUTI0V MfeL|i BE ATM TOTAL FORTYTVO. 

_I$E*flftED DEAD INMATE AS EDWARD RUSSELL MANE^E^VHITE/y, 

MALE* BORN O&T f^ElTCYFIVE* NINETEEN FIFTY* BALTIMORE* MD* UtICA 

STATE PRISON liMi^E NO. TOO FIVE FOUR. JURE SIX* MANEFEE SENTENCED^ ^ f ( 

_ — SI-lW (D EC 25 - i: i - t -riH" 

CORTLAND COUNTY COURT AS YOUTHFUL OFFENDER SEPT SEVENTEEN* 


TO A MAXIMUM TERM OF FOUR YEARS* 

ON SEPT TWEMtmOtB* INSTANT* BET. SOT. 1 

SERVICES SQUAD* BUFFALO .PD* FURNISHED THE FOLLOW NO I NFO* 


SsTlto.M'' 1 


r- 


“cc To ID1U 
Adm. data deleted* 


8 OOT 1 1971 

.- 

A 


t 4 b 7 C 














PAGE TWO 


REPRESENTATIVES OF ATTICA OBSERVER COMMITTEE WHICH ATTEMPTED TO 


MEDIATE RECERT RIOT AT ATTlCHApO|M(ECTI@i|li| FACILITY 
MEETIMB MORNING SUNDAY, SCPT. AT INVITATION 


it HOUR 
NEW YORK 


STATE ASSEMBLYMAN ARTHUR O. EVE. 


HELD AT HEADQUARTERS OF THE 


A.ACK DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION, A BUFFALO, NY 1LA0K CAPITAL FOUNDATION, 
ONE THREE ZERO EIGHT JEffERSOIA AVC. AND WAS ATTENDED PRINCIPALLY 


BY BLACKS AND PUERTO RICANS wl 
BERMAN BADILLO OF NEW Y O R K C I 1 
ATTENDANCE. 


0, EVE AND REPRESENTATIVE 
r ELECTED OFFICIALS IN 


IT WAS REPORTED THAT THE AOC WOULD ISSUE A FULL REPORT ON THE ( 
PRISON RIOT WITHIN THIRTY DAYS, IT WAS FURTHUR AGREED BY THOSE IN j 
ATTENDANCE AT THE MEETING THAT THE REPRESSIVE DEMANDS OF THE NEW YORK 
STATE CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS UNION SHOULD BE REJECTED AND EXTENSIVE 
REFORMS IN THE PRISON AND PAROLE SYSTEMS OF NEW YORK STATE SHOULD 
|E ENACTED, P. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

j REFERENCES BUFFALO TEL TO BUREAU, SEPT TWENTYFOUR LAST, CAPTIONED 
"RIOT BY INMATES NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, Elf AND 
ATLANTA TEL TO BUREAU, SEPT TWENTYTHREE LAST, CAPTIONED "ATTICA 
9B SERVER COMMITTEE," 


CBN FBI VA CLR 


(U> 


MR. TRAINOR 
ROOM 712-A 9&P 









MAV 1f63*±OITIOH_^ 
OSA OIN. MO. MOT}? 


UNITED STATESfP>VERNMENT 

Memorandum 


FROM 


Assistant Attorney General 

CIVIIt RIGHTS DIVISION 

Director, FBI 


DATE: 


October 27, 1971 


ATTENTION: Mr. Murphy 


SUBJECT: DNSOBS: CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS. 

Attica g^aSk]S5M35^: 

ATTlCAZO^SiiNG , 

UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


/ _ .* 
• r - 


Reference is made to 
(your fil$ N _). 


memorandum dated 


Agent 
at ' 


lere is\enclosed one copy of the report of Special 
k <r dated 


A. | ,This covers the prelimipa^Kinvestigation and 

no |further ahfionf'concerning a full investigation will be taken 
by this Burea.u unless ..the Department so^irects. 

| | The iny’festig^ion is kcoptinuing and you will 

be furnished copies ( of reports they h-re received. 

^ < "V' N A 

C. [Z]The investigate idh requested by you has now 
been completed. Unless advi&ecr to the contrary no further in¬ 
quiries will be made\by this ^Bureau. 


i D. | | Pursife?**—instructions issued by the Depart¬ 

ment/, no investigation will be conducted in this matter unless 
specifically directed by the Department. 

) 1 , , 

E. |_| Please advise whether you desire any further in¬ 

vestigation. 

F. □ This is submitted for your information and you 

will be advised of further developments. ^ 

j. _ fp 0 

i G. SJ«^iUll3*^bmitted for your information and no 

further investigation will be conducted unless specifical 
quested by the Department. 

/ ; { ; _ 15 NOV 2 1971 

/ i ■ // H. | | This covers the receipt of a complaint and no 

further action will be taken by this Bureau unless the Dependent — 
bo directs. NOTE ; Enclosed Is « copy of » letter isoii bbitzd A 
/ Carr, Jr. dated 10-26-71, to Special Agsnt 
Enc,» / _ I _J 

/ A fsn BIS MOTS ATTACHED; ; * *s 

nov 4 swr -J, ( ^ 






















if-i:l'3o -#-29-65) 


Domestic Intelligence Division 


IN FORMATI VE NOTE 


Date 9/29/71 _ 

Attached relates to development 
concerning New York State investigation 
of Attica Prison riot. 

iDi 


_ Acc ording toj 

| New York ""at tor ne 
jjj . x ischer. Fischer I - 





This information was confidentially 
furnished to keep the Bureau up to date 
on developments and is therefore not being 
disseminated outside the Bureau. 


TJSrlac 


fW- 

h 'frK 


jl'Us 
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(ao£-| 
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r' I Mr. Tol 


fE006 BU CODE 


13S PM NITCL 9-28-71 EWL 


^RECTOR (ATTN DID) 
ALBANY (157-1017) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

7iS£P 2 8197141 ) 


FROM BUFFALO (157-1367) 3P 

fflU'OSL 'jfaJt' 

RIOT BY INMATES, $NEW YORK STATE CoI^fPIONAL 
NEW YORK, EM. 



FACILITY, ATTICA, 


Mr. Toiso —. 

Mr. J 

I 

--Mr. Miller. V&M ^ 

Mr. Callahan_ L. 

Mr. Casper__ 

Mr. CtrUtojk^K? 

Mr."- 

Mr. Walters__ 

Mr. Seyars_ 

Tele. Room_ , 

Miss Holmes_.. 1 

Miss Gandy_ ! 


mj 


j RE BUFFALO T^,, SEPI. TWENTYSEVEN LAST. 

j c‘ rn 

THE FOLLOWING 5H@U|-p. BE CONSIDERED CONFIDENTIALLY RECEIVED INFO 

AND SHOULD NOT BE B*S3gM£foATED OUTSIDE T HE B UREAU. 

> * • , — ^ _ — 

on sept. twentJSfi^ 1 , last,F_ 1 -aV 


NEW YORK, ADVISED 


NEW YORK STATE 


ATTO R NEY GENERAL RO BERT E./ FISCHE R IN THE RIO.T INVESTIGATION WHICH 

• , — - ■ — —m fV‘ h 

OCCURRED AT CAPTIONED FACILITY, DURING INFORMAL CONVERSATION WITH 


BUREAU AGE NT J _| 

STATE INVESTIGATIONS 


VOLUNTEERED THE FOLLOWING WHICH RELATES TO THE 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


DEPUTY ATTORNEY CpNM tf, l ftttftlER 


PAGE ONE 


55 




REC-6 



* OCT ,lr /IS71 
















FISCHER_ 

i FISCHER IS CONDUCTING THREE SEPARATE HOMICIDE INVESTIGATIONS: 
ONE INVOLVING THE DEATH OF GUARD WILLIAM QUINN WHO WAS ASSAULTED AT 
THE OUTSET OF THE RIOT; THE HOMICIDE INVOLVING THE DEATH OF THREE 
END ?PGE TWO 
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? 













W2 


. • l 


PAGE THREE 
feu 157-1367 


INMATES WHOSE BODIES WERE FOB'FOLLOWING Tiff RIOT, ALL OF WHOM 
WERE WHITE MALES; AND THE HOMICIDES OCO:UR$InG DURING THE ASSAULT 


BY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS ON THE 




EBM FBI WA aR 


MR. TRAINOR 




tmn 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 




Date: 9/28/71 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIRTEL 


(Priority) 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (157-22627) 
SAC, NEW YORK (157-6852) 




SUBJECT: 


BLACK PANTH ER PARTY - CL EAVER FACTION 
EM - BPP I 


On 9/24/71, 



/vj/ ; 

,___[;ho has furnished 'rel iable 

asTf) advised that on that date pne| • 

f reedom...National..Bank, New York/ City^ con- 
a BPP - Cleaver Faction,member, with respec 


tacted^ 
League, 


source advi sed that 
/of the N 



uroan 


and mentioned that- 


be 

n, > 




I ! explained that prior to tne st^neduiea aem0n5trarrm'l oil- 

9/18/71, protesting the events at""Attica State Prison on 9/13/71, 

I CHARLES j(KENY ATT A, a well-known bl ack activist,'in.,New,York^Clt^,././/] 
gave a 'speech calling for co ntributions from the public for the _ 
! Attica Observers Committee. ! 


■N *« 


^•Bureau (RM) .a,- ; _ 

1-New York (157-6852 Sub C) TY'—S-f&ez* 
l-New York U 5 7- 551 °) = * 

1-New York / ^ -*0 SEP oq iq71 

__NOT RECORDED ocr iJ/l 


WAG: ss it /t ?«2 0CT 4 U971 ^ « ■ -- — 


Special Agent ih Charge 


U. 6. OOVERNME 





























L*jj 




OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
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UNITED STATES ^jVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 04-19-2006 BY 60309/AUC/TAM/D 


r 

.FROM 


subject: 




DIRECTOR, FBI date: 9/29/71 

(ATTN: DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION) 

SAC, BUFFALO (157-136?) (P) 


RIOT BY INMATES, 

(pl'TEW YORK STATE 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 
ATTICA, NEW YORK 
EXTREMIST MATTER 


Re Buffalo tels, dated 


.9/9/71. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
12 copies cf an LHM dated and captioned as above. 

Tvfo copies each of this LHM are being, designated 
for the Albany and New York Offices in view of their con¬ 
tinuing interest in this matter. 


-This LHM is classified "Contnc^ntlal" to protect 
sources utilized whose identification could adversely 
affect the national defense interests. 

For the information *f the Bureau, close liaison 
has been maintained with the New York State Department of 
Corrections at the Attica Correctional Facility and the 
New York State!Police and all pertinent information has been 
funiished to them. 


The co^bdential sources mentioned in the attached 
LHM are identified as follows: 


Source One 


Source Two 




// / /- ^ —^^ 2 


A knowledgeable source 
of the Buffalo Office 


^ 

6/- Bureau (Encs. 13)**(RM) 

'9T- Albany (157-1017) (Encs. 2) (RM) 

2 - New York (157-6fo8) (Encs/ 2 f (RM) 
4 - Buffalo 


a OCT 4 1971 


HHHijae 


JjbJlA 


£ 


C °PV IBmSAO nf P/Lue/Vj O ~ 

bvrouting slipfor 1T &/ids 

TccVxTJ 

Buy U-S. SaviniuJbjgds Rejr on $f. 'Payroll Savings Pl$Q 


i.P'-yi 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Buffalo, New York 
September 29, 1971 


CONFIDEN TIAL 


KIOT BY INMATES, 

NEW YORK- STATE 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 
ATTICA, NEW YORK 


1971, VINCENT R..MANCUSI, Super- 


On September 9, 

intendent. New York State Correctional Facility at Attica, 

New York, a maximum security prison, advised that during , 
the evening hours'of Wednesday, September 8. AgJI. one /y ! j 
Negro inmate, later identified a J [ and* ' 

an unknown white inmate, became involved in a fight, the cause 
of which is unknown. In an attempt to break up the fight an 
unknovm Correctional Officer was .lumped when he attempted to 

< 4 . 


m a f: 

In an attempt to break up 
Officer was jumped when he 

stop the fight. Both the inmates and the guard were given a 
medical examination and the two inmates were returned to 
their respective cells. Shortly thereafter] p'/as 

removed from his cell and placed in solitary CohuhSment. 


MANCUSI 
spread throughout 


continued that hmii.xim 
the prison that] 




confinement, had been, assaulted by 


rumors 
in solitary 


whi le 

Correctional Officers. 


'No-unusual activity was noted throughout the night 


MANCUSI advised that at approximately 9i00 AM, 
September 9, 19.71, inmates of the Attica Correctional Facility 


bef^ui rioting 

prison. At the outbreak of 


and attempted to gain full control of th 

the riot the assistance of New 
York State Police was called for and, upon- arrival of the 
first detachment of New Yor’r 
"E" cell.blocks of 


, upon- arrival 

State Troopers, "A", "C", and 
the prison were subsequently secured by 


Correctional Facility Officers and'the New Ygrk State Troopers 
At this point.inmates, subsequently determined to be in excess 
of 1200, were in complete control of cell;blocks "B" and "D" 
and further attempts hy the New York State Troopers and 
Correctional Facility Officers to 
"".were halted, awaiting 



.gain control of cell blocks 
the arrival of RUSSELL G» 


State Corrections Commissioner, 


CONFIDWriAL 


GROUP, r 
Excluded] 
downgrading and 
declassification 


ati 









RIOT BY INMATES, ;CONFIDENTIAL 

NEW YORK STATE j " T 

CORRECTIONAL FACILITY ' 

ATTICA, NEW YORK 


MANCUSI further advised that during the process 
of attempting to control the outbreak, four prison guards 
were stripped and badly beaten one of whom was later 
identified as Officer WILLIAM QUINN who succumbed to injuries! 
on September 11, 1971 and three other guards were injured. j 
It was later determined that 39 hostages were being held 
by the inmates, including 11 civilian employees and 25 j 

guards. 

In addition to..the above MANCUSI advised that 
11 additional hostages had been released and were hospitalised 
two of whom, including Officer QUINN, were in serious condi¬ 
tion. 


•fc /f A 7\T nr T rr *r .Q -J • r* ^ 4- "Uw. 4- 

1‘LmiuUui au v J. lxkz Q lyi ici u o i xtt 

in excess of 2200, consists of 55 per cent black and 4 
per cent white and that those inmates in the riot area, 
were in excess of 1200,'consisted of 80 per cent blacks 
20 per cent whites. 

__ X J MANCUL $.-idyntlfled the/ leaders of the riot as 


«X7**•» «*. 4 *"14 4' «« 4 «• «** /* » < *1 *•. 4. 4 

x a ^.l jl-l o y xjiiiua, i/C puuu.t,c“. 

4 


who 

and 


L 


u lack’s 


a nd i_ 

rioters at this time 
12 gas projectiles. 


the 
and 

2/h canisters of tear ga 
riot they used approximately 


_| all 

He indicated that, 
possession two gas gun: 


white man 
had in their 
They also had in their possession 
and during initial stages Of the 
one half of that number. 


MANCUSI advised that the gas guns, projectiles, and 
canisters were obtained by the inmates from storage points 
which were stragetieally located throughout-the prison compound. 

MANCUSI continued that after having talked with the 
rioters, State Corrections Commissioner RUSSELL 0. OSWALD 
ana i _] decided to 

make no attempt to move forcibly against the rioters during 
the evening of September 9, 1971. He indicated that a decision 
to move against the rioters was delayed to insure the safety 
of the hostages 

CONFIDENTIAL 







■ ft--.-.. 


/ ■■,, 


RIOT BY URATES, 

NEW YORK STATE 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 
ATTICA, NEW YORK - - ' 


■CONFIDENTIAL 


MANOUST conti^u 
selected inmate I 


d. l j- 

ed that 


_ t subsequently the rioter£ 
Tas their s ookcsmar^aad—±laa±- 

' I Rev; 




(SUNYAB) Lav; School, , 
agreement drawn up by 
Federal Court order be 
Court Judge JOHN T. CURTIN 


_Yor’rj 

jState University of New Yorrr 


m th 


the 

obtained from 


at ' ETN Ta l o 
officials. In an 
rioters demanded that a 
States District 


b6 

b7C 


United 


A 


of 


Buffalo, New York and witnessed' 


by RUSSELL G. OSWALD and Governor 


NELSON 


A. ROCKEFELLER 


insuring 


that no .administrative reprisal or.brutality be administered 
against any inmate who had participated in the riot. 


The inmates further demanded that three men be 
selected from a list of Black, white, and Puerto Rican 
leaders who are to insure that there are no reprisals. The 
inmates advised that in return for the above, the rioters 
■would free the hostages. 


Commissioner OSWALD had already 
Judge CURTIN and Governor • 
o sign this document. MARCUSI 
s f*lying to Manchester, Vermont 
cUKl'iN 1 s signature’and then to Albany , 
ROUKEFELLER. 1 s signature. 


alsc 

wa; 

n 1 r? 


MANCUSI stated that 
filed this agreement and that 
ROCKEFELLER phaoieiaarpfaLJ^-^ 1 
stated that 
immed i ate ly l Tor uucfge 
New York for Governor 

' On September 9, 1971, New York State Commissioner of 

Correctional Services RUSSELL G. OSWALD advised that a prelimi¬ 
nary estimate of the damage done to the Attica Correctional ■ 
Facility.was placed at two million dollars in property damage 
resulting from the burning of the prison school, chapel, carpenter; 
-shop, metal working.-shop and other prison facilities. 


b6 

b7C 


As of 7:00 PM, September 9, 1971, OSWALD advi 
that he had related the following prisoner demands to 
Governor ROCKEFELLER: 


sed 


(!) Complete amnesty for prisoners involved in 
j the riot. • 


- 3 - 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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RIOT BY INMATES, 

NEW YORK STATE 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 
ATTICA, NEW YORK 



jC ON fINdENT IA L 

j i ■ 



. (2) Black Panther Party leader HUEY NEWTON and 

leader of Naxion of Islam (NOT) group in New York City, 
be flown in and address prisoners. / 

The Black Farther Party (BPP) 

.is a black extremist organization started 
in Oakland, California, in December, 1966 . 

It advocates the use of guns and guerrilla 
tactics to bring about the overthrow of 
the United States Government. / 

'■ • i 

The Nation of Islam is an all- 
black nationwide organization headquartered 
at Muhammad's Temple 2, 5335 South Green¬ 
wood Avenue. Chicago. Illinois , under the 
guidance off 1 self-styled 

''Messenger of. Allah" and only divinely 
appointed leader of the black race in the 
United States. .Its purpose Is separation- 
of the black man from, the devil (white 
race);, through establishment of a black ", 

• nation. - . 

• - , * 

(3) . All black prisoners be flown to nonimperialistic, I 

c^pntry. 

OSWALD advised that the prisoners have indicated 
that unless all of the above demands are met they have threatened 
to Vcill, all hostages. OSWALD stated that he had personally 
• indicated to the prisoners that he could grant only admini¬ 
strative amnesty*in connection with their first demand mentioned 
above and that legal amnesty would have to be granted by the 
Governor of New’ York State. ' He also indicated to the prisoners 
that their other demands were unrealistic at this time. 

On September 10, 1971j a confidential source who 
has furnished reliable information in the past learned that 


tr er 
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an individual identifying 

of New York State Assemblyman rufi’xiUK Ev'E. rud contacted the 
BPP National Headquarters in Oakland, California attempting 
to contact HUEY NEWTON. 

This confidential source also advised that an 


indlcal 


carters 

NEWTON 


ttica state prison. 


On September 10, 1971, United States District Court 
Judge JOHN T. CURTIN, Western District of New York at Buffalo, 
New York. Issued a court order directed to Governor ROCKEFELLER, 
Commissioner OSWALD and Superintendent MANCUSI, ordering them 
not to take administrative action against prisoners involved 
in the disturbances at Attica, New York on September 9, 1971. 
This order was issued with the consent of the defendants. 

OSWALD advised that the inmates have demanded a 
committee of three persons be appointed to protect them from 
administrative reprisals and that this committee be chosen 
from the following individuals and/or organizations: 

, r (1) WILLIAM KUNSTLER, nationally known attorney 

(2) New York State Assemblyman ARTHUR 0. EVE, 

Buffalo, New York 

(3) CLARENCE- JONES, publisher of the "Amsterdam 
News”, New York City 


rfew York Times 



I Buffalo. New York 


’Courier kxmress 
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(7) 


( 8 ) 

(9) 


“N5V7 y oV'ST 


b6 

b7( 


a weekly DiacK newspaper 


'Michigan Chronicle 


: tv.i.y 

Michigan 


published in D 


»tro: 


Muh ammad ' s Mosqua 

/ 771 New xork city, associate a with the KOI 
publication "Muhammad Speaks". 

BLONEVA BOND, publically Identified as Chairman 
of Board of Niagara Community Program. Inc. 
Niagara Falls, New York 


(11) Fortune'Society 

(12) Prisoners Solidarity Committee 


(13)) "PALANTE," official publication of Young Lords 
Party in' New Yorf. City 


The Young Lords Party (YLP) headquar¬ 
tered "in New York City, according to its 13 
Point Program and Platform, is a revolutionary 
political party fighting for the liberation 
of all oppressed people seeking self-deter¬ 
mination, for Puerto Ricans' liberation and 
who believe armed self-defense and armed 
struggle are the only me an s to liberation. 


On September 10, 
attej'npted -to negotiate the 


I 
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Inmates and that he was accompanied by nine other representa¬ 
tives including New York State Assemblyman ARTHUR EVE; New 
York State Assemblyman JAMES EMOR Y: three observer s r.Prvf-.ing 

the administration, including the __ 

associated with the Rocheste r. New yo 1 * 1 -; H SUZI SUZE-Ei nyg-^-i - 
zation knovm as "EIGHT " ; the ___associ¬ 

ated with the Rochester, New York Council of Ch urchesand th e 
"FIGHT” organization of Rochester, New York and | I 

New York City Attorney; and four other representatives- of the 

news media. , 

- ( 

_ On Sent ember 10, 1971, _ iiew York State 

bf Correctional Services, advised that a 
miaaay negotiation session by administration officials and 
prison inmates continue to demand no prosecution for their 
actions.and complained.that no persons requested by them had 
been brought to the prison. He stated the inmates have vilified 

Commissioner OSWALD and are a ecus -b ig him of duplicity. [_ 

advised that Attorney has characterized the inmates 

as lacking in real leadership. 

[ 

At 3:30 PM, September 10, 1971, Commissioner OSWALD 
issued a statement indicating that he had requested the fol¬ 
lowing persons to.come to Attica, New York to join other 
citizens and public figures who already have been of assistance' 
topfrim in communications with the prisoners to insure" that 
the prisoners would be given fair treatments 

i (1) United States Representative HERMAN BADILLO, 

21st Congressional District. New York, New 
York ■' - 

V* > 

(2) New York State Senator ROBERT GARCIA, New 
York,' New York 

(3) CLARENCE JONES, publisher, "Amsterdam News" 

b) i ~ — —3 

School District Number 3, New York, New York 
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; (5) 


-• ■ the Caanin Bapt ist Church of ChristNew 

■ a':-''-. ;.F. York, New York 


Governor ROCKEFELLER Tor Urban ATfairs 

At 4:30 PM, September lo, 1971> Commissioner 
OSWALD advised that all of the above persons were at the 
prison and conferring with himself arid New York State 
Assemblymen EVE and EMORY. 


On September 11, 1971, 


advlseij that the 


team of observers previously identified had re-entered the 
•prison yard at 11:35 PM September 10, 1971 to confer with 
/ the rioting inmates accompanied by WILLIAM KUKSTLER. At 
,12:4p AM, September 11. 1071 the team o f observers was 


\i. .joined by [ 


b6 
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_|from Detroit, 

J "Michigan Chronicle" 


l 


_Young Lords, New York City and 

Buffalo., Rev: York. 


.t.xnuea 


^ a 4 - 


lU of the nksci-vey n with 

left the 


the- exception o: 
prison yard at 4:2b AM, 'oeirceiv.'oer l.L, 3777.13 after conferring 
v:ith the rioting inmates. 


stated that while in the 


v»x wii u/.iv* ihiza . u- ^ o • | | ouuueu unu vj 

prison yard WILLIAM KUNSTLek nad agreed to represent all of 
the rioting inmates as' their attorney. 

_ At 5 :'3Q AM, September 11, 197-1J 


were persuaded by other members of the 
Observsr Team To leave the prison yard. 

indicated that Row York State 


Senator JOHN DURR'S, Chairman mf the Row York State Senate 
Committee on Penal Institutions,.ywho had joined the observer 
team on September 10, 1971, advised that while in the prison 
yard during a highly emotional and inflammatory 

speech to the rioting inmates made the '-statement that all 
white men should be killed. 



. CORF 


fArtta t, 
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» . , . • ' stated that the observation tnaw 4 .v.~ 

■Attica Co fWrrd al Facility at 7:30 AM September if ?2S, 
agreeing to retain by ls : oo noon at which time they bad 97 
..agreed to pick a fxve man team from the group of ob 

+ ' eam f ° r the riot5g P inL?ea in'" 8 , 

^ oiaer to continue the negotiations• # 


. , . I [ advised that the liotinp’ Annate* n tp 

WnT irif VnLheir ,demand tor criminal amnesty which ha*' 
been repeatedly refused. J 1 

arriw-a P e°?; Se g t ^ 2 b ? r 11 > 1971 ’ BOBBY SEALE of 'the BPP- 
.. ai..i\ed at the Buij.alo. International Airport’at 4 -eR P >< 

' incluch nr V tei aG ?i y varicus segments of the news media? 
lnciucii]]^. television. ana ^ ^ ... 5 . 

. SEALS”did not offer any comments'^ theses? Sfig thanlo^ 

Pp?po Ar °S a . prepared typewritten statement captioned "Press 
Release September 11 , 1971 , Black Panther Tn-co^no 

Party "^p “ P *°* the Central Cwdttee of ihe g ack Parther 
Party. The press release reads as follows: ucncr 

• * •, . • ‘ • 

Centpa l Headquarters of'the Black Panther 
..■ ■ _Party vras contacted September 10 . 3 971 by th° of’irp 

■ ••••••:. of New York .<if-a+o Aeertio._ rt.,. '£ - Dy u . n r onice 


r: 77 -' tone £f c r ice 

, - ...delivered a message 'from 1,280 of bnr BrAtoSt 
. : ,y,.who^are political prisoners at the Attica State'Prison 
. .. . at Autica, New York. The message from the political 

Party ne servsAt h of ’ fel,tcn - of ihe Black Panther 

r. ■' scrvc.ut.pf the people, must, in fact h=> a 

and thf-?r L h'° r n in behalf op our incarcerated’brothers 

r' conditiinsY" £even demands f« better prison 

II : 

The said prison guards, called ‘hostages* ba^e 
' in reality been placed tmder arLst bv’th? 

1230 prisoners, who .are rightfully redretA-L t h „P 
.: grievances concerning their harassing, M-utal and 

f- £$g“» treatment to which,.they are cinstantly sub- 

I • " _ o _ COHJ'fflfelTOIAL 
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. "The. New York State Prison Commission, the 
'courts, and the Federal and State Governments 
Prosecutors have deliberately allowed the creation 
.and maintenance of the oppressive and atrocious . 
conditions to which our Attica Prison brothers are 
subjected. Also, the state for top many years 
willfully and maliciously ignored the legal and 
.lawful requests of grievances from the prisoners. 

; "Some 35 prison..guards are under .arrest; and 
the state wants those arrested guards to be bailed, 
out, on the promise of the courts and pr.isdn commis¬ 
sion that there will be no reprisals if the arrested 
guards are released. "... 

."The - U*S. District Court order, however,.that 
there will be no reprisals, is quite fallacious. 


and irrelevant in i-ts face, when the 
sioner Russell Oswald, adds that our 
will face 'other? criminal charges. 


when the State - . Commas- 
; that our prison brothers 
charges. To face more 
fact. nothing- else other .. 


.. ..criminal • charge a -means, in fact, nothing-else other ...... 

.than'outright.reprisals against our incarcerated 

'brothers. The state, the Commissioner (Russell C!>_ 

Oswald), the courts, and prosecutors are acting in 
‘-extreme bad -faith by not going forth and obtaining 
' an official New .York State and court-ordered amnesty; 
amnesty that there will be no reprisal whatsoever 
in the form* of criminal charges or otherwise.' This 
is the first thing that must be done to start nego-. 
tiations of the prisoners twenty seven .■'demands." This 
is- the only^bail the arrested' gurads" brave, from the 
analysis of*” the .Black Panther Party.. 

\ . - *> ‘ . 

"The Attica Prison move composed of political 
prisoners and the lives of tfiirty five arrested police 
guards in the hands of the 'prisoners, is a tactical 

■ ; ■■■•.- : - - " -CONPIcteNTIAL 
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'move towards, going forward to show the world 
community people how to begin to end oppression 
and wretched, unjust prison incarceration. 

"Signed 


"Central Committee Black Panther Par 


'■■y 


On September 11, 1971 5 Captain.__ 

Bureau of Criminal Investigations (BCI), New Yon?. Share Police 
• advised- that BOBBY SEALE terminated his press conference 
at the Buffalo International Air-port at 5:12 PM fend that' 
SEALE, accompanied by his two personal aides , • iromediscely 
departed the airport in a privately owned automobile 
apparently enroute to Attica Prison, 


b6 

b7C 


r 


_]-advised that upon the arrival of 

Attica Prison he was refused admittance 

liiiS_t-O O 


BOBBY SEALE at the 

by prison authorities on the grounds that the area 

crowded by numerous negotiators already inside, |_ 

advised that the prison officials privately expressed 
that SEALE might' attempt to incite the prisoners t 


t 


concern 
further 

T 

BOBBY 


riotous actions if admittance wa& granted to him. 
advised that after initially being refuted admittance 
SEALE was sub sequent 3_y permitted to enter the Attica Correc 

timbal Facility and to talk to the rioting inmates for._ 

several minut es, af ter which he immediately departed. [_ 

advised thal£” 7 returned to the prison on September 12, 
1971 but talkecT~only to administration representatives. 

Captain [_ 

advised that SEALE ''deparlea 
for San Francisco, 


TTEn3 
California thereafter. 


1 New Yo 
Buffalo, 


ork State Police, 
New York area 


b6 

b7C 
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b7C 


holding 

-eta 


38 


ho£ 


]|also advised thatw the 


tages, one hostage 


Saxifember 11, 197-1 after 
also advised that the 


having 


suffering 
hosoita1 


inmates are presently 
been released earlier b6 

a slight heart attack. b?c 

authorities in 
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Rochester, New York'have advised and also reported to the 
news media that prison guard WILLIAM QUINN seriously 
injured during the first day of the riot, September-9, 1971 
has succumbed to head injuries suffered in the riot. 

_advised that negotiations to release the 

hostages remain unproductive since prison authorities will 
not grant immunity from criminal prosecution nor remove 
Superintendent VINCENT MAUCuSI. As of 10:00 PM September 
11, 1971, negotiations with the inmates are continuing and 
that they now have requested the personal appearahce of 
Governor RET,SOW A... ROCKEFELLER at the Attica Correctional 

Facility. J_ |a&vised that no commitment has bean made 

by the Governor or any member of his.staff. 


On September 12, 1971, l_ _ 

at approximately 1:30 PM this date the rioti 
told by Commissioner OSWALD that a deadline 
been set at which time if negotiations vie re 
the Hew York Statue Police would move in fore 
regain control of Attica Correctional Facili 
line was subsequently moved forward to 3:30 
lowing members of the negotiating committee 
with;the inmates at 3:00 PM: 

-<}'v 

(!)•; CLARENCE JONES 


Jadvised that 
ng inmates were 
of 3:00 PM had 
not successful 
e in order to 
ty. This dead- 
PM when the fol- 
began meeting 


WILLIAM KUNSTLER 



(3) 


w ARTHUR EVE ' 1 
(5) 


"FIGHT" organization 


of Rochester, New York 
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period of the negotiations..Commissioner 
again moved for war d until A:00. PM 


I 


i-yir. puririg thi 

0 S W \LD 1 s do ad 1 ine v-a 
.and‘subsequently until 6:00 PM. 

6 :00 ,:PM the negotiations v?ere discontinued 
■-■comm.ittee" returned to caucus area located 
tive Building of the Attica 
continued that no move of force would be made 
because of the lack-of- sufficient daylight 


advised.that at 


and the 
in the Admini 
Correct!ona1 FacilityI T 

. , i v. ~ __ „ . l . » •> V 1 


negotiating 


•b6 

b7C 


;tra- 


time 


at thi 

deeded necessary 
by the New York State Police- to effect the successful opera¬ 
tion. ■ '.A- - ' ••• ■■■■■• 


idvised that while negotiations were taking 
place between the hours of 3:00 PM and 6:00 -PM the following 
persons were added to the negotiating team and admitted 
to the prison area at the specific request of the inmates. 

He identified these individuals as' follows; 


■b6 

b7C 


(i) 


TAmsterdam ITews" 


lev? York 


■Pt 


AAmstercia iim tfews 


New'" York" 


' y 


(3) 


Daily News" 


'New York 


W-L 


WGE-TV news, Buffalo, New York 


advised as of . 9:00 PM, "September 12, 1971.5 
l tt is xciH. cilned deadlocked and that members of the 


negotiati 

negotiating"committee were.continuing to caucus. Re indicated 
the inmates have stated they are unwilling to g.eet with 
Commissioner OSWALD or any of his representatives on neutral 
ground and that they are continuing to demand full amnesty 
from all criminal charges.- The inmates are also requesting 
the presence of Governor ROCI32FELLER at the Attica Correctional 
Facility but as of the minute no commitment has been received 
from the Governor or any member of his staff. 


couri.iNm 


'AT, 
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Commissioner OSWALD advised on September 13 , 1971 


.at 6:00 AM that a decision iiact 
Officials to "take" the prison 
AM today. Commissioner OSWALD 
Reserve Unit was encamped near 


been made by Correction 
and free the hostages at 9:00 
further advise 4. that an Army 
Attica. Ken York area who will 


act- as back-up force in the event assistance was needed by 


the. New. Yor 


it ate Police in their effort 


t* overtake 


the hostile inmates. 


Deputy Commissioner |_ {advised that at 

7:45 AM, September 13, 197 - 1.1 he delivered the following 
statement to the inmates-of the Attica Correctional Facility: 
on behalf of New York State Commissioner of Correctional 
.Service, RUSSELL G. OSWALD; 

"For four days I have been using every resource 
available to me to settle peacefully the tragic 
situation here at Attica. ■ 

"We have met with you; v;e have granted your • 
requests for food., clothing bedding,and -water ; 
for medical aid; for a Federal Court order against 
administrative reprisals'. We have worked with the 
special Citizen Committee which you requested. We 
'have acceded to 28'major demands which you have 
made and which the Citizen Committee has recommended. 

In spite of these efforts you continue to hold. . 
hostages. > 

"I am anxious to achieve a peaceful resolution 
of the sitypfion which now prevails here«, 

"I urgently request you to seriously consider 
my earlier appeal that: 

(1) All hostageA be released immediately 
unharmed 


b6 
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”(2) You join with me in restoring order 
to the facility. 

"I must have your reply to this urgent appeal 
within the hour. 

"T.hope and pray your answer will be affirmative. 

"Signed-by Russell. C. Oswald 


New York" 
of Correc 


Commissioner 
L Services" 


advised, the inmates had requested additional 
time whien was granted but that since the extension was granted 
no addi tional response had been received from the inmates. 

_advised ttet information received by Commissioner OSWALD 

from New York. State Troopers observing the prison compound 
area indicated that the prison inmates were placing the. hostages 
under very tight guard and that weapons, were being held at 

the hostages' throats._added that Commissioner OSWALD 

and other representatives of the Correctional Facility 
interpreted thsste actions as a negative response on the part 
of the inmates. 

Commissioner OSWALD advised that at 9:46 AM,. 

Sej>jieraber 13, 1971, he instructed the New York State‘-Police 
to commence assault on cell blocks "B" and "D" in an effort 
to retake these areas and to bring them under the full control 
and security of the Attica Correctional Facility. OSWALD 
advised that the initial assault was conducted by the New 
York State Police and that they received back-up assistance 
from a unit of the Wev; York State National Guard and from 
Sheriff's Deputies representing approximately^ 14 counties of 
the Western New York area. 

-S' ' 

Following the assault on Attica Correctional 
Facility a second confidential source who has furnished 
reliable information in the past advised on September 13, 1971 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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that law enforcement officers had secured control of the 
Attica Correctional Facility including cell blocks "B" and 
"D" formerly held, by prison inmates and that those inmates 
who participated in the riotous action were currently being 
stripped and searched apd also a thorough search of the 
Attica Facility for contraband was presently being initiated, 

This source further advised that the assaulting 
force had consisted of oOO New York State Troopers, assisted 
by an -estimate of 300 to 400 New York State Deputy Sheriffs 
representing approximately 14 counties of the Western New 
York area and approximately 400 New York State National 
Guardsmen. 


__ Attica 

Correctional Facility, advised on September l4", 1971 that 
as of 9:30.AM this date initial figures indicated that 38 
persons were -dead including 28 inmates and 10 employees of 
the Facility., f ! advised .that 

the figure of TU representing the employees of the Facility 
included the depth of Correctional Officer WILLIAM QUINN 
who had previously succumbed to injuries on September 11, 
1971- At this time | advised that, in addition to the 

above figures three of' the hostages who were rescued were in 
critical condition as were several of the inmates. 

,y 

On September l4. 1971> arguments were heard by 
United States District Court judge JOHN TCURTIN, Western 
District of New York at Buffalo. New York on a motion by 


repres enting the ..Attica 
•permit ! I admittan 


SUNYAB Law School^_] 

inmates for a court brder which would 
ce to Attica Prison. In his argument 

|_jalleges that word has filtered out of the prison 

indicating that prison guards are taking physical reprisals 
against the prisoners and that information from a Buffalo 
hospital doctor, who has been working in thp prison, indicate: 
medical attention is inadequate, 
as late as 9;4o AM, September 14“ 
entrance into the prison. 


b6 

b7C 


1 


Iso argued that 


l'97"l, he had been denied 


- 16 - 


Ts ’ 


CONFIDENTIAL' 


b6 

b7C 










' if 


RIOT BY INMATES , 

NEW YORK STATE 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 
ATTICA, NEW YORK 


.CONE 


t\|ent 

— s- 


ITIAL 


During these arguments, a New York State Correc¬ 
tional Facility representative arguing against the motion, 
stated that the prison was not secure and that it would be 
inadvisable for attorneys to be wandering on prison grounds. 
This representative gave assurance that access would be 
given to the attorneys when the" prison was secured. 


On September 14, 1971, 
Court Judge CURTIN denied motion 


United Sta 
for court 


tes District 
order 


attorneys to enter Attica Correctional Facility'. 


permitting 


_ On Se ptember l4, 1971 _ 

Attica Correctional Facility, advised that 
a head count of the inmates at the Attica Correctional 
Facility as of 6:00 AM. Sent,ember 14, 1971, showed that one 


.ssmg 


inmate was m: 

September 14, 1971, the body 
described, as being dead two 
block. "D IS and th at the 
mined.| 

1971, the figuFes representing -f he total number dead 


advised that at 12:150. PM, 
of the missing inmate, which he 
or three days was found in cell 

_ _ cause of his death was as yet undeter- 

]advised that as of 5:30 PM, September 14, 

vi ?-w **-% r, 0 /~> v', 4- I'r *4 V\ /~i 4 o *1 vs , ■> >v.'r\'s *w /•! <*\ o «* 


the 


Attica 
and 10 


Correctional 
hostages. 


Facility is*now 


39: 


including 29 


at 
inmates 


44 

Officials 
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_|advised 

obtained 


_ that the New York State Correctional 

have obtained the services of 36 physicians and 
four X-Ray technicians from the Rochester, New York area 

the entire 1200 inmates involved In. the riotous’ 
the remainder of the inmates of the 


b6 

b7C 


to examine the en^ 
action and eventually 
Attica Facility. v . 


stated that a continuing search of the —r 

is underway in an effort to locate contraband 
osives,- He advised that to date no explosives 

f- • 


Attica Facility 
weapons and expl 

have been located although reports have come to his attention, 
from the New York State Police indicating that one acetylene 
tank was located with an electric clock device hooked up to it 
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On September 14, 1971 


Captain 


.at the 1 

bodies of eight 


*CI, 


taken from the prison compound area on September 13, 1971 
were removed from the Attica Correctional Facility during 
the night of September 13-14, 1.971 to the Strong Memorial 
Hospital in Rochest er. New Yo rk where autopsies were to be 


performed. Captai 


sta. 

ill- 


advised that the first knowledge 


that he had indicating tHal the hostages were allegedly shot 
was from commercial radio broadcasts where such information 
was attrib 
New York. 


ied_l.n_lihe medical examiners office in Rochester, 
Jadvisei that immediately upon hearing 


this information he dispatched a New York State pathologist 
and tt'&BCI investigators to the Monroe County Medical Examiners 
Office in Rochealax.—Usw York to check out this information. 


At this ti me, 


also advised that two of the hostages 


who were rescued alive have throat cuts and that one had been 
castrated. 


At 10:30 PM on September 14, 1971, New York State 
Correctional Commissioner RUSSELL G. OSWALD issued the following 
prepared statement to members of the hews media at the Attica 
Correctional Facility-: 

’"This is a report on our action at this institu- 
■. tion. We would like to explain to you what apparently 
has been a misstatement of facts, the origin of which 
facts were given to the press. The two statements 
at variance, initially suggested that all hostages 
died as a result of cut throats. The second state¬ 
ment suggested that the death of all hostages resulted 
from gunshot, -wounds. 

"The true facts - now verified. A v physical 
inspection of the deceased bodies show--slash marks 
on throats and bac^ks of necks j puncture wounds; 
apparent broken arras; blackened eyes; broken face; 
abrasions on nearly every hostage; some hostages 
only with gunshot, wounds. Albeit, the Forensic 
Pathologist who did the examinations reported that 
the cause of death in each instance was gunshot 
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'wo-und. We thought you 'should, however, have this 
additional information, •' 


exact 
hour. 
is ho 
gunsh 


'The 

caur; 


V.f P 1 ','' 1 


first Question we must answer is v;hy t) 
e of death was not 'known until this lai 
second question that must be resolved 
■ of these hostages could have died by 


ness 
numbs 
the c 


'espouse to-:-the first question on the 1; 
:s actual cause of death, there are a • 
factors.that could have contributed to 


error a; 


report o: 


snoa rnroats: 


"1, Por 4 days preceding .the- restoration of 
lav/ and order, the inmates had threatened on nuroerou 
occasions that they would hill all -hostages the 
instant that any force by authorities was applied. 
This was told to me personally by inmates' on several 
occasions, - 


"2, Several Correction Officers and other 
individuals who viewed this action/positively stated, 
that they, had seen hostages drop as - their throats 
-a were apparently cut u 

'jr 

- ,! 3'~ In the confusion that existed during the 
evacuation of casualties, various individuals who 
were assisting-in the evacuations and. who .were not 
qualified, to identify whether' the evacuee was a 
hostage or inmate, reported that a nurnbhr of. those 
evacuated did have slashed throats. 

,v 

> 

"This fact has been verified since there are 
two hostages now in the hospital known to have lacor 
at eel throats. j 












\ 
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"And finally, at the instant of the move to 
regain the total facility, several eye•witnesses verified 
that hostages were being held at what appeared to be knife 
.point at so-called Times Square within the prison com¬ 
pound. * . 

"Facts now available show that the deceased 
•were moved succesively to two morgues 'and are now at the 
mortuaries■ of next; "of kin. 

• * . . ** * i 

"In .summary, it was possible from all j of. these 
.reports, rumors, and fact’s, for some unauthorized report 
to-be made to the effect that all 'hostages had died of 
slashed throats. You know that I never tolcTyou this. 

"The second'question . to he .answered, "How 
could any have died of gunshot wounds?" There are 
•several answers to this--question: The most important 
and obvious answer is the fact that the inmates had. 
dressed all hostages in prison garb to insure difficulty 
of identification between inmate and h#stage. 

"Additionally, hostages could*very well have 
been used as shields or -forced forward into gun fire to 
suggest that they were not hostages and could have been 
mistaken for such because of their prison garb. The 
pathologist told us that all of those he examined had- 
their feet and hands bound. 


"Here are some facts of'interest that bear out 
our concern and have a distinct bearing on our actions. 

"Approximately 400 : homemade weapons were re¬ 
covered in the prison area directly after the action to 
recover the prison. Today, additional hundreds of weapons 
were uncovered. They consisted of such items a's dozens • 
of: 
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>V - v "Molotov Cocktails, shears, spears, table 
• . knives, steel and metal pipes with taped handles, 
'..clubs, 2 tear gas guns, projectiles for the guns,, 
h / swords well made from flat steel with handles, 

• - wire bolos, some with razor, blade attached, 1/2 

. . dozen straight razors and baseball bats with extended 

'./ - spikes. .. - •• • • p-- ; 

•I ' - "Mine sweepers are now being used to uncover 

... • other weapons. >... ; 1 :\.M. 

* •- _ ... ■* * . - 1 . ' 

”To illustrate the problem of emotional pressure 
and tension, a press interview with a hostage reported 
I-,-, .said that 8 hostages had their throats slit. His 
./-'. statement was reported in an article printed this 
: morning, September ‘14. . ‘ 


"I can attest to the 
...tension hostages-are still 
one today. /l was. not a ho 
tension and am thinking le 
. six' days ago. -‘ 

- i 

>’• . "VJhat is clearly know: 
verified : by freed hostages 
copter 'crews vino viewed th 
: one of the 38 hostages was 
the throat, a crowbar at h 
awaiting to be killed. 


tremendous emotional ' 
under. I.-talked with 


stage 


clearly-than 


feel the 
han I did 


n and what has been 
, state police and heli- 
e scene, is’that every 
held with a knife•at 
is neck, or other weapon. 


"it has now been reported that each* hostage had 
been assigned at least one executioner.- The rescue 
operation saved 29 of these 38 men. 

- . .« ^ 

"Today at the Institution the primary objective 
was to see that every inmate was examined by a 
qualified medical doctor, and. any individual in 
need of medical treatment has received this treatment 
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■"We looked for potentially serious cases that could 
be sent'to our Institutional Hospital. In addition, 
rat the Institutional Hospital numerous operations 
'-were performed. Furthermore:, some inmates'were 
:/very seriously injured and medical procedures re- 
■ quired-for their ailments were not available at 
. this Institution. Therefore, they v/ere sent by ■ 
ambulance to the Edward. J. Meyer Memorial Hospital 
in Buffalo, New York.. This'intensive medical program 
by which we examined all prisoners was made"possible 
through the. cooperation of the- State Department of • 
‘Health and the various hospitals in the pities of 
.Rochester, Buffalo, Batavia and Warsaw. There were' 
between t'O and 50 doctors brought in, in addition 
to the meiical staff which was already here to 
conduct these e xam i i’i a -1 i on s. In -addition ,"■ there 
were 21 nurses assisting. A medical team came from 
as far as Elmira, H. Y. to aid. 


Clothing and shoes which were scattered about 
the -yard in/"the Institution-,we re collected and 
Touted to be laundered so--that thesp badly needed 
items could be .’reclaimed. 


’ n A preliminary-assessment of damaged areas' 
was made:.today by the Department’s Chief of Engineering 
in preparation for a thorough Inspection beginning 
tomorrow morning by a team of engineers and archi- - 
tects from Albany. At this time it appears that 
on a priority-order, the effort should be to repair 
housing D and B blocks, which would provide about 
1,000 usable cells which-are needed. Gates and 
.locks will need inspection anci- repair to assure 
security. Critical areas Include the laundry, 

'shower facilities and the barber shop. In'addition, 
the auditorium and chapel will need inspection as 
to safety and roof repair and maintenance shops, 
store house, and warehousing areas will heed refur¬ 
bishing. Assessments will be made also of.buildings 

• ■' : ' •COT'TF'fHc.HTlAD . 
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:"which contain program areas such as vocational 
- training and 'school and classroom Apace, but 
ft he.se v;ill have to receive secondary priority j 


terms of refurbishing or replacement 


."Fortunately, two major*cell blocks, A and C, 
are operational and mess hall and kitchen areas and 
cold storage areas are fully operational. It is 
unfortunate, however-that A block, 'designed. for : 'b. 
48.1, is being used to house the 1,2 411 inmates who 
were involved in the disturbance. This means that 
most are being housed three to a cell. 'It has 'always'"' 
been the Hew York Prison system 1 s'good fortune that 
there were sufficient cells so'that each man could 
have his own cell. Three or two to a cell is highly - 
undesirable and being used on an'emergency basis. ' 
Immediate steps are being taken to develop drafts" 
of men, 40 at a time, for transfer to other facilities 
of the department. Roughly 150 inmates were trans¬ 
ferred today, divided between the Clinton.. Correctional 

Facility at! Danremora and.the Great Meadow Facility- 

at Comstock”. . . 


. "Another inmates body was- found today in a. 
l-.'raop room area in one of the buildings and he had 
' r evidently died of multiple stabbing and, beating 
'wounds, which could only have occurred at the hands 
of the inmates who were in the D block area during 
the disturbance. v__ 

"I think you should know about an Inmate we 
found yesterday which has not previously been - reported 
to the- press. This.inmate was found buried in a 
■ trench.which the inmates dug .near a sidewalk. When 
'"' found he was completely stiff. - - 

I V % 

I * * 

"Gentlemen: This is a factual post-operation 
report. .". 
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7 : 'V - • "Members of the. Press: Every one of you has 

reason to be proud of your Correction Officers, 

'" the State Police, the National. Guard, and the members 
. i of this community who assisted during this tragic 
tvtebtev-affair. Thank you for waiting, and please know• 

hov, r deeply I appreciate your kindness and understanding." 

v.•■--V- •■■y-- -w Q n September 15, 19?I> Superintendent MANCUSI 
'•-of the Attica Correctional Facility,' advised thgt be had been 
• notified from a Buffalo, New York hospital that(one additional 
- Attica inmate had died today in Buffalo, New. York from the 
•wounds received during the assault on,the Attica Correctional 
.Facility, September 13, 1971. Superintendent MANCUSI advised 
that the total dead has now been placed at 30 inmates and 10 
employees. ... ■. 

——— - Ull September 15, 1971' j_ = _ , 

. _advised that a team of medical doctors.retained 

by New York State Correctional System from the Rochester 
and. Buffalo, New York areas have completed examination of 
r ‘ the approximately 1200 inmate-s who were involved• in the riotous 
action and that four of these' inmates were found _to require 
— "hospitalization for injuries' receiyed'7 

■ i}\' * * . 

An,.article appearing in the September 15, 1971 

edition of the Buffalo "Courier Express",’a local Buffalo, 

New York daily newspaper, reported that Governor NELSON A. 
ROCKEFELLER has selected Judge HARRY D. GOLDMAN of Rochester, 
Nev. 1 York to appoint a five man nonpartisan -panel, to safeguard , 
the Constitutions’!“rights of the prisoners, at the Attica 
'•'Correctional Facility. • • ■ '*~r~ 

GOLDMAN stated Gove r n or • -T\ OC KEFELLER expressed . 
concern that "The public should feel the .Constitutional 
rights of the prisoners - notwithstanding what has happened - 
should be completely safeguarded." According to GOLDMAN, 
Governor ROCKEFELLER is genuinely concerned there will be 
objective'-fact-finding .concerning the Attica situation and 
wants to..insure the recommendations of Commissioner RUSSELL G, 

7 OSWALD.are carried out•wherever possible. GOLDMAN identified 

• • • ' . " '. n-nj T'~T'!'TlNT t a T ■ 
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these rec•mmend a tions as the 28 prisoner demands OSWALD held 
were justified, • 

GOLDMAN will name persons from principle ethnic 
groups (Black and Puerto Rican) involved in the Attica uprising 
, as well as personnel expert in Correction Facility procedure 
and prison reform, ■ 

GOLDMAN defined himself politically as a Liberal 
and very much interested in Civil Rights. 


• This article identifies GOLDMAN, age 67, as Presiding 
Justice, Appellate Division, New York State Supreme Court, 
Fourth Department. He.was elected to New York State Supreme 
Court in 1956 and appointed to Appellate Division in 1957« 


On Septemb er 15, 1971, i___ 

[Tev/ York State Department of Corrections 


that Governor ROCKEFELLER’s Office, has just released 

Commissioner OSWALD disclosing that 


a statement on behalf of 
investigation of the riotous action 
has passed into, the control , of 


General-ROBERT ti. FISCHER, [ 


Attica, Rev? York 
York State Deputy Attorney 
_| advised that Commissioner 
rlth 


ax 


Correc- 


OSWALD must pursue his duties in*connection 
tional Facilities in the State of New York. [ 

FISCHER -as Deputy, Attorney General in Charge of New York 
Stajt’e Organized Crime Task Force. 


J described 


On 

Corrections| 


•September 15, 1971, Deputy Commissioner of 
Jadvised that he had been informed that 


CLAUDE PEPPER, Chairman of the United States House of Repre¬ 
sentatives Select Committee on Crime and three accompanying 
Congressmen willvmeet with.New York State Governor ROCKSFELIER 
in New York City on September 17, 1971, after which they will 
travel to Attica, N gw York to make inquiries '"and observations 
concerning the Attica rioters. 


advised, that 


identities of the other three Congressmen are unknown to him 
but that two are from New York .State and one is' from Arizona 
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A copyright article appearing in the September 16, 
1971-Sunrise edition of the "Democrat and Chronicle", a 
daily Rochester, New York newspaper, contained the results 
of an interview with DAVE ANDERSON, Director of the School- 
Parent Advisors to the Neighborhood (SPAN) and further 
described as a Rochester, Rev/ York Black leader and a member 
of the negotiating committee at the Attica Correctional 
Facility. In this article ANDERSON is Quoted as saying 
that WILLIAM KUNSTLER, the Civil Rights lawyer, turned 
negotiations with Attica 'prisoners from near agreement to 
an impossible demand for amnesty. -.The article states that 
DAVID ANDERSON spent 17 hours inside Attica Prison last" 

Friday as a prisoner-invited member of the negotiation team. 
ANDERSON was further quoted in the artic'Je as stating 
"KUNSTLER came in there and began to take- off on some things 
that were very touchy in our minds with the prisoners. 

KUNSTLER heightened their expectations about getting amnesty. 
It picked up and .put the inmate leadership we had 1 been dealing 
with before he came in a precarious position, and the leader¬ 
ship began to spread..,out. " The article further stated that 
ANDERSON said the committee of 29 chastised KUNSTLER for 
stressing the amnesty and inflating the tones of negotiations.. 
..The article further, stated that KUNSTLER• said early today, - - 
(September 16, 19-71) frofa his Westchester County, Rev/ York 
hqps that ANDERSON'S statements were untrue, that the 
-prisoner's demands were their own, and nobody told them v/hat 
to do or what not to do. KUNSTLER further said that ANDERSON 
could not know the truth because he was not there Saturday, 
Sunday, or Monday (September 11, 12, 13., 1971) ♦ 

According to an article appearing in the September 
l6. 1971 edition of the "Buffalp Evening News," a local 
Buffalo, New York newspaper, : it was .indicated, that local 
Buffalo attorneys have renewed their motion for a court order 
to permit their entry into the Attica Prison bqfore United 
State District Court Judge JOHN T. CURTIN, Western District 
of New York at Buffalo, New York.. 
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X v 

The article continues"that JOHN T^^ATKINS', age jfy i L 

24,. a second year lav? student at SUNYAB, is identified in _ 

the article as a witness. WATKINS indicated that he was a 
member of the New York State National Guard Unit which 
entered the Attica'Facility at about 10:3Q AM, September 13, • 
1971. He reported subsequently observing -a number of inmates 
clubbed ana beaten by guards while authorities were gaining 
control of the Facility. 

In reply to this motion, a New York State Assistant 
Attorney General told the.court that attorneys 6 f the inmates 
would be admitted to the Attica Facility between S ':30 AM and 
3:00 PM beginning September 3.7, 1971 • 

Judge CURTIN reserved, a decision in' this matter 
and ordered New York State Correctional authorities to insure 
that such beatings as described -by WATKINS did not occur. 

According to on article'which appeared in -the September 
1.7j 1971 edition of the "Courier Express" ROBERT E. FISCHER, 
a New York Stated Special Assistant Attorney General, stated 
on September 16, 1971-that he'wall not'"allow any witnesses 

_at.-this, point—to -de'scr-ibe—anything—in~d stall—or -reach any- 

conclusions." • ' 

4 " 

An-article appearing in the September 16, 1971 
edition of the "Buffalo Evening News" reported that Governor 
ROCKEFELLER has moved to consolidate the separate.investiga¬ 
tions into the riot and tba.t._bi s. Off ice stressed., that 
.ROBERT E. FISCHER, Assistant Attorney -General, was in charge 
of all criminal aspects of the. probe. 

An article appearing in the September 17, 1971 
edition of the "Buffalo Evening News " reported that Governor 
•ROCKEFELLER'and State Legislature, leaders announced that an 
impartial citizens committee v?ould be named to investigate 
the Attica riot. According to this article the members 
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are to be selected by the Chief Judge and members of the 
State Court of Appeals. 

Another article appearing in the September 17, 

1971 edition of the "Buffalo Evening Hews” .reported that 
four separate groups are currently involved in the Attica 
Prison situation. This article identified the four separate 
groups as follows: ■ 

* i 

* (1) A five member panel. appointed by (Justice 

HARRY GOLDMAN of the Appellate Court, 

•a-''- "Rochester. New .York" to protect the pri~. 

soners rights and implement prison reform. 

(2) United States Congressman CLAUDE PEPPER 
of Florida and members of a Congressional 
Subcommittee. 

(3) . Investigation of criminal aspects by 

... "t- Special Assistant Attorney General 

" . - , , ROBERT -E. FISCHER*. 

(4) The Citizens Committee announced today by 

New York State Governor ROCKEFELLER. * 

>r>- 

-- On September 12, 1971, Deputy Commissioner 

_made available the following list of names anorr- 

acid res se s of individuals who at various times during the 
period of September 9 through September 12,-1971 were 
participating in Is he negotiations with the inmates of the 
Attica Correctional Facility:_ , 
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(3)1 _JwGR-TV News-, 184 Barton 

Street, Buffalo, New York . \ 


New York I'i'TOi , orrice o-r Minor rw.-.:.vw 
Affairs. 2-41 Haves Hall, SuNTAD . I 


( 5 ) | ".FIGHT" organize* 

■ tion. Koclie freer , New xonz - 

.. 3 . i '"' tU'.' 

(6) JOHN Re DUNNE, New York - State Senator. 

109 Fifth Street; Garden City, New York, 
telepnone 7*>-7~V7T• 


••• ’• -b7( 


"Amsterdam News", New York, 


New York 


(8) JAMES EMORY,"Hew York State Assemblyman 


(9) ARTHUR o. EVE, .Nev York -State Assemblyman 
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Ilev: York, New 'ion: 


Detroit, Michigan 


"New.York Daily News," 

I"Michigan Chronicle," 


' : b7C 


i ,, - j- t), ,v, i n a her. "Amsterdam 

V16^ CLARENCE Be JONES, EaioOi-iUo.a-Jii.ij 

v ‘ ; Nev.’s," New York, New York 

(17) roam »- RBBSSBER, Center for ChristItutlonal Eignfo 
588 Ninth Avenue, New York, Hew ,iox> WyjO 


I Universal j.aimh ic Brotherhood ' 
Order, care of 428 Nw li lfirp Stre 61 > But Pal o, 

' vtav? VnV-k . telephone_I- 1 


California 


' ABC-TV 


7 ^~X Community Superintendent, 

( 20 7T- - New York 

(21)1 I C ~^-' 1V • 

Yppy”[ 1 "Buffalo Evening News," 

1 ' ' Buffalo, New York 

(23) TOM MC GOLAN, New York StateSenator 

(24 

Hew? York 

| "Unite# Press International" 

photo Service 
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.(34) 
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(35)- E /WERNER, 99 Main Street, Attica (Principle 
Accountant Clerk) - deceased -_4 


I 


V*'. 

r l 1 ' "5 


( 36 ) RON A LD/fifER NT, R y 2870 Buffalo Street, Attica 
Y_• _ : deceased 



; (39 


On September 159 1971, Commissioner uSWAjwa L.t.str 
made, available a Hist of, those employees of the Attica 
Correctional Facility ? Who were injured during the initial 
phase of the riot on September 9 , 1971 2 


( 1 ) 


7(2) 


(3) 
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On September 23, 1971, 


S up e r in t e n d e n t 


VINCENT MANCUSI 


HeacV. of the Attica Correctional Facility, made available 
the/ y foiloving list of inmates whan he identified as Having 
died as a result of the. assault on the Attica Correctional 


Facility by the New Torn State Police on September 13, 1971: 



(1) LLCLLTAl/ALIEN, date, of birth April 15T 1950, 
inmate number 25390 ' 


(2) ELLIOTT JAMES ZQAEKLEY, date of birth March 1, 
1950 , inmate number .25861 


(3) 


JOKN/4 


BARITES, inmate number. 2t-310> 
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»LAMA p/dAVIlS , inn 


inmate number 266 


ALLE^TpURim inmate number 23970 

WILLIE E^IITLLERj date of birth February 3.4,.. 
1935 , Inmate number 17225. ; • 

MELVILLE DUVAmG-RAY,. date of birth December 12, 
1930 . inmate number 25 X 80 


( 10 ) 

( 11 ) 

( 12 ) 

(13) 


(15) 

(16) 
(17) 

(13) 


KOBEIiT PRAiTCIS JOSEROTAHIGAH, date of birth 
January" 11 .• 1945, innate number 20399 

ICEEWETH E/fesS, date of birth May 11, 19^ 9> 
inmate number 27013 

THOMAS^H.TCKS, date^of birth May '21, 19^1 >' 
inmate/ number 26398 

EMAI'TUET^OMSON, inmate number 259.85’ 

. CHiARLESXLbTJDY, , date of birth August 26, l$4l ; 
inmate number 24450 . : 

KEHKETI^lfiLLORY, inmate number 23980 . 

GXDDELL/fiARTIN, inmate number 26286 . .. 

VlLLIAiyflC KOTET, inmate number 27449 

LORENZ j/mC HE 11/, initiate, numbe * 1 22037 


rbe- number 22037 


SAMUEL JOSEriyfelLVTLlE, date of birth 
October 14, 1935, inmate number 2ol24 

MIXTOTATI25R, III, date o.fVbirth 
<Tu 1 y 4, 1946, inmate number 26 l 3 o 

cokfArtial 
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(19) JOSS^MOOTIJO', infnate number 27354 

(20) CARLOS JOSEPH^PRESCOTT, inmate number 25222 

(21) MICEAS^PRIVITIERA, inmate number 23901 

(22) RAYMOim/^TVERA, inmate.number 25933 


(23) JAMES/ROBINSON, date of birth July 9, 19*163 

inmate number r* 26967 j 

(24) ''SANTIAGO/CanTOS., date of birth September 5 , 

1942, inmate number 25937 


(25) BARRY JAMS/SCHWARTZ, c-ate of-birth April 14, 
1945, inmate number 24021 

( 26 ) KAROE^THOMAS, inmate number 27032 


(27) pAFAE^vVASQUEZ, date of birth October 30. 
iLORO ,7inmate number 27292 


( 28 ) MELrayWARE, date of birth’December 16, 19 * 10 , 
inmate nutober 25339 

. ” f/fi / ‘ 

(29) DILL 127WEST, date of birth March 27, 1945, 

inmate"numodr '27099 

.. 7 .(30.) ALFRED L»/in;r;LIAMS, : date of birth June 15, 19*1-1,- 

inmate number 26865 ' 

• ‘ V* - 

Effective 10:40 PM, September 13, .1971, United 
States District Court Judge JOHN T.'CURTIN, Western District 
of New York at Buffalo, 'New Y^rk/'issued the following 
temporary restraining order against RUSSELL G*,OSWALD, 
Commissioner of Correction and VINCENT MANCUS1, Superintendent, 
Attica Correctional Facility, defendants in behalf of the 
inmates of the AtutJca Cia?’.rc?rticnal Facility plaintiffs: 
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"UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
"WESTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


•"MATES OF ATTICA CORRECTIONAL 

. “facility • . . 


"Plaintiffs. 


"Temporary Restraining 
"Order 


"-against- 


"C OMMISSIONER OF CORRECTION RUSSELL Gr* OSWALD. 
"VTNCERT KAHCUSI, SU FT. 

"Attica Correctional Facility "Doc. No. 


'Defendants 


§. 


"Noon he a rein-? anc 


linn. 


arromeyr? for the plaintiffs. 


sworn 


to the 13th day of September. 1971. -and upon all 
prior pleadings and proceedings hergjiQi^a Lad heroin . 
and after hearing oral argument by 

Esq., for the plaintiffs, a sufficient, ChUse TTcTTTTIg 
been ..shown, it is hereby temporarily 


“ORDERED' that respondent 1 s, their agents, 
empldy-ees and servants and all otherrpersons under 
their supervision and control shall upon demand • 
permit and grant forthwith at any time the following 
named per-sons, all of whom are duly admitted to 
practice be-fore the courts.pf the State of New 
York or are 'legal workers in lav: offices of such 
attorneys and any other attorneys admitted to prac¬ 
tice in IJ.Y., access to and be permitted to speak 
to any and ail persons who wore inmates at Attica 
prison at 9:45 A.l-S. on September 13, 1971 , including 
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RIOT BY INMATES 
NEW YORK STATE - ' 

CORKECTIONAL PACILITY 
ATTICA y NEW YORK 


COHERENT IAL 



"“any inmates who*have"been transferred to any other 
prisons, hospitaJ.s or other institution ('Inmates’ 
The aforementioned attorneys and legal w»rKeys are 
as follows i' 


Willi 


tier 
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RIOT BY INMATES 
NEW YORK STATE 
COKRECTION AL PA CILITY 
ATTICA 3 NEW YORK 


,! apd it is ''farther" f ' ;.rrr 

vw bv°-! R2D ! that no Inmate be interrogated, in any 
bay b^ responaencs, their, employees or agent- or * 

""of y th-‘ } ??»s5orr!^; 1 2 der *£? ^pervision or control 
v ' any Llew York State or Cwntv 

rrtil ^°~ C T e ! lZ - OXflcc ~ having-jurisdiction thereof 
£ ! u £, h ] ? af3 been counselled bv an 

, , . al 'd uien only in - .the presence of an" 

attorney,, and it is further - w 01 an 

. ' ... i 

■„ '°-RBSRii) that respondents/ their emnlovee- 
and agents and persons under■ their v tSi° T.. r , 

“? C p?t?:T“ r f0 Y hwi * h ™on teauesYoflounSer" 

any fedfirinnatesi' LS "" • Lnte;< ' n3 ar ' 3 examination 

Y-r.r- ^ RDERSD that the p °lice of the State of F e v/'- 
th-veo^h-li - a0aco '. officer of.any subclidivision 
not'i'e-b*v+ hexi.nu, i .irajflea^tate access, and shall ■ 

ctar>; ^ " cud dlTome ^> legal workers, pb ysi ..- 

c - ia -; & naxses on any .public hirh^nv- rf rp L. ' 

■s,f otS S ital . 

^■m,rS tiitid 11 r aorney > lR Gal worteV SysSeiin or 

SnmatesVand e ififLShor a °“ 8S *•' 

-upon^So^ 

Y°Y ^muiSb or’confeS^slf 

« Is JSthlr and SUfflcie,rt ser '«e l^eor. and 

^ , 1 • \ 

Show ceuse^on If*-,Yf p ? nder, l s b: >' thcir attorneys - 
10:30 Wat tf.slthj Iho 1 t e ;YY‘- a N 1 9 71 at 
restraining orHe?"STTSuilWt lYglif?a„ t 


! '/ s / John T V Curtin 
COITPTT^NTIAL 











RIOT BY INMATES, 

NEW YORK STATE 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 
ATTICA, NEW YORK 


CONF 


Firy 


TIAL 


"Dated: Buffalo, N.Y. 

"Effective September 13, 1971, 10:40 P,M." 

The September 13, 1971 Metro edition of the 
"Democrat and Chronicle" contained an article entitled 
"Text of the 28 Demands Granted to Attica Inmates." The 
article contains a list of the 28 demands or rioting 
inmates which was agreed..to on September 12, 1971 by 
RUSSELL G. 0SWA ID, New York State Commissioner of Corrections. 
The article indicates that OSWALD issued the list, which he 
had signed, in an afternoon press, conference-. The listed 
demands were as follows: 

(1) Provide adequate food, water and shelter 
for all inmates 

(2) Inmates shall be permitted to return to 
their cells or to other suitable 

I accommodations or shelter under their own 
"power. The Observer Committee shall 
monitor the implementation of this operation 

(3) Grant complete administrative amnesty to all. 
persons associated with this matter.* By 
administrative amnesty, the State agrees: 

t . 

' (a) Not to take any adverse parole actions, 

administrative proceedings, physical 
punishment or other type-of harassment 
' such as holding inmates incommunicado, 
segregating any inmates, pr keeping them 

in isolation or in 24-hour lock-up 

. /• 

(b) The State will grant legal ^mnesty in 
regard to all civil actions which could 
arise from this matter 


CONFH) 
——- v 


ENTIAL 
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< :v RIOT BY INMATES. 

: ; 'Tv MEW YORK STATE * 

.• CORRECTIONAL EAHTLITY 
-fY ATTICA , NEW YORK~ 


CONPIDr 


ijjt'JTXAL 




- (c ) a^/ni? g ^ ec] ^ hat the state of New York 

departments, divisions, 

Der.^^oit 1 r ! i°^ s -' including the State 
' ° J - Corrections and the 

J r tlj fa; Correctional.Facility. and it* 
-.nployees and agents shall not f 11« 

^ f 1 ? criminal complaint* - 

or tnv Mnd Q nr 1 ^' L ” rant ^ any cric *ir>al 
nrrn'it d f L,yre reJ - a 'cihg to 
piopc.cy, property damage, or pror^vtv 

- SS Q ?t c B” s t? risii - df thaticf: 

aurlne September 9 , ll il! ?9n' '' 

■ (d) Pew h :tor «oy Of Wyoming County. ' 

lettelh «iSH a ?T. ai ^ ed the a «aa>od 

Jiisates. Every effort w M be tide to rl ° 
lucoxds-ol payments available to inmates. 

o 25 KS b "; . 

SSSSli™ fr °* «? hy 

pontira'nv* ??** S.tate'prisonerB-to be 
jrejSH'sai y dc,:lve > without, intimidation or 

Allow true religious freedom ' 

-V* 

aid oft, SF ns ,°r?MP * of newspapers „ magatihr .. 

££L°Yf mcatioE ih-om publishers Those 

whT h..h;Y m V od ^qualified authority 

■—luoes t «!0 ombudsman that the literature 

r_ 4Y _ ■• CCWgfelfl T, 







RIOT BY INMATES 5 
NEW 'YORK STATE - 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 
ATTICA, JJEN YORK 


j; C ON FIIWITIA L 


( 10 ) 


( 11 ) 


-m question presents a clear and present 

J? the safety an( ; security/of \ihe 

only J of°iet4rs nSL;i ' tUti0n Bp0t eensorArj S 

. • • - ' ■ 

Allow all inmates, at their own exoeme T 
communicate with anyone, they please. “ ’ fc ’ . 

pro,CTanffS a a^T t :in,:IT cc *: Lve fclkbilitation 
-offense andipeiioialT ^ 

S* Inmate education system, 
establishment of a Latin 


w \ 


(12) Provide an- effective narcotic- ^ r3 o.i; nn , 

• • treatment ^ • pr *-® oners ^questing such '• 

(.In) or ailov; adequate legal" as'sistance 

to use S S 1^S ES !^.S or »™it ?hem 

' alT-tc^ 1 any Proceeding°whatsoever 

gall be* entitled 

(!4) Reduce cell time, Jnor^se . 

• - -and provide better fe'cjViti on factv?♦ time 
equipment, hopefully by Po TC “te?IflyR ** 

15) Provide a healthy diet* redVpp -i-k. ' , 

* Pork dishes 5 increase fresh ftui^daiS^ ° f 

1 ^) I r oyi d e adequate rae d i c a ’I t *^e p -t- n pn-i 

doctor J o r^"^ e i ther a ’spanish^ P oaking Ver:y 

. Spanish-sncakiia 3 ?^^-^ 1 - * X1 ]- 0cc «“Pany 

- ‘- Ui o t-.o rnedrcal interviews 


(14) 


•(- 1 - 5 ) 

( 16 ) 


COlTFIil RN TTAT 






RIOT BY INMATES. 

KEN YORK STATE 
CORRECTIONAL' FACILITY 
ATTICA ,, NEK YORK 


') CONFiqpNTIAL 


r • i/i- 


(17) Institute' a program for the recruitment and 
employment of a significant number of 

v. black and Spanish-speaking officers. 

(18) Establish an inmate grievance commission 
comprised of one 'eldcted inmate from each 
company which is authorised to speak to 
the administration concerning gfle vances 
and develop other .procedures for inmate 
participation in the operation and'decision¬ 
making processes of.the institution 

( 19 ) Investigate the alleged expropriation of 
inmate funds and the use of profits from 
the metal and other shops 

(20) The State Commissioner of Correctional 
services will recommend that the penal lav; be 

pchanged to cease administrative resentencing 
of inmates returned for parole violation- 

..... j .. ‘ 

(21) Recommend that Mensnchino hearings .be held 

promptly and fairly * •• ____• 

(22) Re commend ■.necessary legislation, and mure 

... adequate funds to expand v?ork release program 

(23) Eh'd approved lists for-correspondence and 

- . ... visitors .. - • ___.......... 


( 20 ) 


( 21 ) 

( 22 ) 


(23) 


(24) Re.m’ove visitation screens as soon as possible 

( 25 ) Institute a 30 day maximum for’segregation 

. ( _ arising out of any one offense. Every effort 
should be geared toward restoring the 
individual to- regular housing as soon as 
possible, consistent with safety regulations 
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... RIOT .BY . INMATES, 

. KEN YORK' STATE 
^CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 
VATTICA/HJSW YORK 


C ONF1Y® KT.I A L 


■ : j ■; (26) Paroled inmates shall not -be charged with 

I' •’*' v'' . parole violations for moving traffic violations 

:L; o t driving without a license, unconnected v/ith 

' 1 -' ■ - any. other crime • • 

' : ' '' ' ;t • *. • . . ' 

jt* (27-) Permit access to outside dentists and- doctors 

.-- at the inmates' own expense within the institu- 
ti'on, where possible F and consistent v/ith 
V;-,:, ’• scheduling problems'- medical diagnosis, and 

health needs'' 

a-.> " ■ (20)' It is expressly understood the- members of the 

VObserver Committee will be permitted into the 
'i-p'vr l- institution on a reasonable basis to determine 

jh.,.-. ‘. whether • all of the above provisions are. being 

f; t 1 .effectively carried out. If questions of 

y" ' . Y adequacy are raised, the matter will be.--brought 

to the attention of the commissioner of cor-rec- 
tional services for'clearance 

i-; /The September 15. 1971 Sunrise- edition of the 

/‘Democrat and Chronicle' 1 in ah' article entitled 11 Nobody 
Hill Be protected 15 indicated that Doctor tfOMN EDLATTD, Monroe 
County Medical--Examiner', "stated eight hostages on which he 
perf&hned au top sis indicated, the cause of death was a'* result" 
>f- gunshot wounds. 

»" ' .. Tills ■ document contains neither recommendations nor 

T'conclusion's-cf ‘the.FBr."-'Tt‘'xs~ the-property of the FBI and 

.is loaned to your.Agency \ it and its contents 5 - are. noiv to Lie 
/distributed outside your agency.... .. .____ 


COHFYDENTIAL 
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, . federal bureau of investigation 

# COMMUNICATIONS SBCTiON ^ 

\. j\ / W 

■ % . OCTl 197Ui « 

NR008 BU COp£ _ L7 

1150PMP1TEL 9-30-71 

TO DIRECTOR (ATTENTIONS DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION) 


ALBANY (157-1017) 

FROM BUFFALO (157=1367) 3P 

CPq ItTcA S-twtE:T^lSo^ 

RIOT BY INMATES, NEW YORK 


NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 


ATTICA, NEW YORK. RM. 



Mi% T ison- 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Mohr--jJL? 

Mr. Bishop -— 10 . 
Mr. Miller, ES3§- 

Mr. Callahan__ 

Mr. Casper-. 

Mr. Conrad-- 

Mr. Dalbey._ 

-Mr. Cleveland .... 

Mr! Tavel- 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. S'ryars _ 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes __ 

Mjiss Gandy_ 





RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISES IN CONNECTION WITH ATTICA RIOT THAT 


BY ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE, CIVIL RIGHTS ACTION INSTITUTED IN USDC, 

■ WD NY, BY INMATES OF ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY AGAINST STATE Sj 


OF NEW YORK PURSUANT TO PROVISION OF TITLE FOUR TWO, USC, 

1 • I 

SECTION ONE NINE EIGHT THREE. INMATES SEEK IN PETITION TO PROCEED 


IN CLASS ACTION AS WELL AS 


INJUI^i 


CTIVE RELIEF IN CONNECTION WITH 


ALLEGED PHYSICAL ABUSE OF INMATE^, ALLEGED COERCIVE INTER¬ 
VIEWS OF INMATES AND ALLEGED DESTRUCTION BY PRISON OFFICIALS 


OF INMATE LEGAL MATERIALS. ; \ 

\ 

SOURCE ADVISED BY ORDER SEPT.il TWENTYEIGHT SEVENTYONE JOHN 
T. CURTIN USDJ, WDNY, DENIED INJUNCTIVE RELIEF IN CONNECTION WITH 
BARRING OF INTERVIEWS AND POINTED OUT ISSUE MAY BE RAISED IN 


STATE COURT. RELIEF ALSO DEI 




ORDER RE ALLEGED CONFISCATION 

V ~ S a & & - 6 > S~ 


OF INMATE PROPERTY AS MATTER SUBJECT OF IMPROPER MOTION. 
ORDER FURTHER DENIED INJUNCTIVE DEMOJLARGI^G^£_ 


ORDER FURTHER DENIED INJUNCTIVE DEMi 
INTERVIEWING CIRCUMSTANCES. 


itND OF PAGE ONE . 

55 GCTWWf 

| c c jbtty 


vz oc r V 197t 


Included in su 333 *ary to If nit a House / 
and Attorney General. Date /-o n ( t 


- * - V i - 







BUFFALO EVENING NEWS EDITION OjF SEPT. TWENTYNINE LAST, A BUFFALO 


ON THAT ARTHUR 0. EVE, 


DAILY NEWSPAPER SETS FORTH INF 

NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLYMAN OF BUFF^lb WHO WAS MEMBER OF CITIZENS 
NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE DURING TIME OF ATTICA RIOT, REPORTED HE HAD 
; SES* 1 ^TI£A,C0RSECTI2iLAL-mAj| ELLIOTT JAMEjjjjBARKLEY. AKA ' L. D." 
SEGREGATED IN THE PRISON YARD AFTER RETAKING THAT FACILITY / 

! i 

BY AUTHORITIES ON SEPT. THIRTEEN LAST. BARKLEY IS ONE OF THE / 

I / 

DEAD INMATES RESULTING FROM ATTICA RIOT. / 

I ¥ 

REMAINING ISSUES TO BE RESOLVED USDC ARE WHETHER INMATES 
WILL BE ALLOWED TO BRING THEIR SUIT AGAINST STATE OFFICIALS 

i. 

AS A " CLASS ACTIOfT, WHETHER THERE HAS BEEN ANY PHYSICAL v 

ABUSE OF PRISONERS WHICH WOULD CONSTITUTE CRUEL AND UNUSUAL 
PUNISHMENT AND WHETHER PRISON OFFICIALS ARE DESTROYING ' 

INMATES LEGAL PAPERS THUS DENYING THEM FREE ACCESS TO THE COURTS*. 

• I V 

HEARING USDC BUFFALO, HELp SEPT. THIRTY, INSTANT WITH 

TESTIMONY OF ATTICA CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION SUPERINTENDENT 

I * 

VINCENT R. MANCUSI AND TLiREE atJ TP.A .SXA-T,.R1 » £R-T AT F q 


IDENTIFIED AS 


rjREE aj 


S tl 


-tamUk Ji . 


ALL TESTIFYING -- ^ 70 CONDITIONS 


SEPT. THIRTEEN LAST. 
FOURTH, NEXT. 

END OF PAGE TWO 


COURT PRO 


AT THE ATTICA FACILITY SINCE — 
CEEDINGS ADJOURNED UNTIL OCT. 


N/ 













RAGE THREE 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

I 

| 

RE BUFFAL O TEL SEPT. TWENjTYEIGHT LAST 
SOURCE IS 

—i 

END | 

REM FBI WASH DC CLR 

I 

i 


I 

| 


MR. 

pn-' 


TRAINOR 
712-A 9&D 
















' f i 1 


*ui- 


04 BU 'CODE 
PM URGENT/tWi-?] 
DIRECTOR (ATTN 4 
ALBANY <157-10; 


F6DJRAI BdRtAU OF INVESTIGATION A 

«l|l|S|ICATIONS SECTION ™ 


' i : JiUiii a t 

JFFALO C157-13S7) iV- iU i 



Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. Pelt___ 

Mr. Sullivan_ 

Mr. Mobi..—._ 

Mr. Bishop 
Mr. Miller, fi&Hr 
Mr. Callahag£_j 
Mr. Casper — 

Mr. Conrad .?Z 

Mr. Dai boy_ 

Mr. Cleveland_ 

Mr. Border_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tavel _ 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. Soyars.. 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


li$OT BY INMATES,; 0 *NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, ATTICA. stA j 
NEW YORK, EM. | J fyW/ 


RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISES BALCK STUDENT UNION (BSU), AT STATE 
QNTVERISTY OF NEW YORK AT BUFFALO (SUNYAB) , SPONSORED RALLY, AM, 

OCT. ONE INSTANT;, AT NORTON UNION, SUNYAB, WHICH WAS ATTENDED BY 
•ABOUT TWO HUNDRED FIFTY PERSONS... SALLY HELD TO HIGHLIGHT ATTICA 
5? Ft ISON RIOT AND TO COMPLAIN OF SUNYAB GUT IN STUDENT AID. IN w 

5 STr 

Cl AID IT ION, A VARIETY OF BLACK GRIEVANCES DISCUSSED AND IT WAS / 

** POINTED OUT THAT ALL THIRD WORLD STUDENTS SHOULD UNITE AND STWCV 

I 

ALL STUDENTS PRESENT DID NOT ATTEND [RALLY BUT MANY MILLED ABOUT 

rec * 

^ BSU EXTENDED RALLY INVAT ION TO ALL BUFFALO GHETTO AREA SCHOOLS 

At© ABOUT SEVENTYFIVE BLACK STUDENTS FROM KENSINGTON HIGH 


00 School, buffalo, and similar 


PAGE ONE 


Eg _^ 2Qifl.-aEtmBaf high school 

a OCT 8 1971 j ^ a 




n ,, pan 

“CC to r-dMfr 





i *: :,jfc t 





'm* 1 


i. ; mil* Himi If V 

hi A.LLL1 i i 


















buffalo, were in ATTENDANCE, event publicized as rally and march; 

Uever, no parade permit terminated at noon when 

j _. UTPU CPU dir WwHte IN SMALL GROUPS TO 

GROUP FROM KENSINGTON HIGH SCHqOE 'Vf\L 

oc-matmtu r RRDUP Of about hundred fifty 

THAT SCHOOL. REMAINING GROUP or 

WALKED IN SMALL GROUPS ON SIDEWALK Aiifc BUFFALO MAIN ST., DISTANCE 
OF TWO MILES, TO THE BLACK UNITED YOUTH CENTER, WHERE THE CROUP 
AGAIN MET BR IE FLY BEFORE DISPELS. NO ARRESTS OR INCIDENTS 

I OCCURRED. 1 


i)M INISTR AT IVE 


SOURCE IS |__ 

NO LHM FOLLOWS. 

SECRET SERVICE, NEW YORK STATE POLICE AND BUFFALO PD 


COGNIZANT. 


bureau will be not 11fed fr ANY PERTINENT developments. 


I KPT FBI WASH 





















BU.cqi 




TEUETf 


53 I 5 PM NITEL 



D^gt^TOR (ATTN DID) ; | 

ALBANY ( 157-1017) 

BUFFALO (157-1367) IP 

/jlhct v ’ S-mb 


§-i ■ ;< 

*.. . S 






Mr. Tolson 


Mr. Felt 


Mr. Sullivan 


Mr. Mohr 

Bishop —rgjf 
Miller, ESSu 

Mr. Callahan,- 

Mr. Casper.- 

Mr. Conrad- 

Mr. Dalbey-- j 

Mr. Cleveland- 

Mr. Ponder-— 

Mr. Rosen—- 

Mr. Tavel—- 

Mr. Walters,- 

Mr. Soyars——.— 

Tele. Room- 

Miss Holmes— 
Miss Gandy—— 


l S frrO 


n-nnc. ! MrM1 VAOV pm 

B10I BY INMATES* ^NYS CORRECTION*. *««* NEW YORK, 

; i . i? " y 

■ : jjg l- • 

f RELIABLE SOURCE advised INFANT date no demonstrations 
OCCURRED ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, ATTICA, N. Y. . OCT. TWO 

INSTANT. 




INISTRATIVE 


RELAIBLE SOURCE IS I_ 

RE BUFFALO TEL OCT. ONE LAST. 


g£M FBI WASH D C CLR 


REC-36 


~T — 


(liiC ****** 


\$w 

8 0CT\ p W 


l) I OU i % 19 ft 



(f&fr 


La.1 i a Mr* ; t 






































^-36 (Qev. 5-22-64) 


1 


* 


F B I 

Dale: 1/4/71 


Transmit the following in 

Via_ AIRTEL _ 




j 




(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIR MAIL _ 


(Priority) 


TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, LOS ANGELES (157-7046)(RUC) 

/}, 


TTTJSTTB; 


fi TT/ct? 


r* 


00: Buffalo 


-77-1—7- 


Re Bureau airtel to Buffalo, 9/22/71. 


A check of Los Angeles Indices has developed no 
references known to relate to subject. Los Angeles files 
contain the following information which may or may not 
relate to him: 

The Los Angeles Times, a Los Angeles, California 
newspaper, dated 12/12/67, carried an Associated Press 
article datelined at New York. The article advised that 
admirers of black power militant STOKELY CARMICHAEL had 
arrived at Kennedy Airport to greet him. Also on hand was 
CHARLES/-KENYATTA, head of the Harlem group known as the 
Mau Mau. He and CARMICHAEL drove off to what KENYATTA 
described as a reunion in Harlem with another black power 
leader, H. RAP BROWN. 

A copy of the leaflet "The Living Church" 
datftd 7 / 27 / 69 , was made available byf 





St. John’s Episcopal Churc 


Boulevard, Los Angeles 

c. Duicau ^ rusi j 

''r- Buffalo (RM) (Info.) 
1 - Detroit (RM)(Info.) 
1 - Los Angeles 

ANC/kll 
(5) 


piTF wesi; imams 
An article advised that the 

. 



Approved: 













LA 157-7046 

:s;s.*K^5SvySH?|p !l “ 

Pennsylvania, who repreb 

Phi fade lphia area, ^approx 
Pniiaue v 

inamed 9/29/71 j that he n 

U . • • -.-5 nO 1 . 


Knowledge of captloA ed Individual. 


, |advised 9/28/71, that the captioned 

individual was unknown to him. 

On the basis o^^ScSTSiS 8 ^^ «»h 

no^ inf ormation^being developed: 

Los Angeles Police Department 

(Identification Division) 

9/28/71; 

nr Voters of Los Angeles County 

^CurrentLegistry) 9/28/71; 

Traffic Violations Bureau 

Los Angeles 9/28/71, 

Computer Credit Corporation 

Los Angeles 9/28/71* 

Los Angeles taking no further action m 
matter at this time. 


2 
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NR003 BU CODE 

10*00 PM URGENT 10-5-71 DAT 
TO DIRECTOR (ATTNj DID) 


ALBANY (157-1017) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTO/v'Ca 

COMMUNICATIONS SEJfICi! 

OCT 51971.. 


TELETl 





FROM BUFFALO (157-1307) 2P 


RIOT BY INMATES* NEW YORK STATE ( NYS) CORRECTIONAL FACILITY,. 


• ' . vl 

:ir.' c\ 

u\ x j 4- 



■j i.tr. B^-\ 

•; I'.tr. Ta ^-\ 
i 'Tr. V-':' 1 

I Mr. S >r±- ' 

* To!e. I j'inmr j 

1*11 S3 } i | 


Miss CjJ 


ATTICA, N.Y. EM# . ^ * 

9?// -4 r> ' ; 

/ 

A RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED CIVIL RIGHTS PROCEEDINGS IN APPLI- . 
CATION FOR THE PRIMARY RELIEF CONDUCTED USDC, BUFFALO, N. Y# OCT. ’ 

FIVE INSTANT. AT THE OUTSET OF HEARING, NYS OFFICER REPORTED NO r \ 

c? 

RECORD MAINTAINED RE RELEASE OF SEVERAL ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACIL¬ 
ITY (ACF) OFFICERS FOLLOWING RIOT AND IT WAS REPORTED THAT ALL 

. < 

OFFICERS EXCEPT ONE HAVE RETURNED TO DUTY. ISSUE NOT FURTHER 'f 


PURSUED. 


ATTORNEY REPRESENTING INMATES OF ACF MOVED TO AMEND COM¬ 
PLAINT AND WISHES ESTABLISHMENT OF FEDERAL MONITORS TO OVERSEE 1 
ACTIVITIES AND INVESTIGATION AT ATC. FURTHER, TO ENJOIN ROBERT 
E. FISCHER, NYS DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL FROM FURTHER INVESTIGATION 
AS WELL AS PROCEEDING WITH PROSECUTION AND TO ENJOIN CORRECTIONAL 
FACILITY OFFICERS FROM DESTROYING INMATE PROPERTi&X-U^ 

ARTHUR 0. EVE, NYS ASSEMBLYMAN, WHO ftgg.^gMEMBER pF THE CITI- 
NS NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE DURING TIME OF ATTI&?RIOT, ClS^LETED 
RING TESTIMONY. HE TESTIFIED HE TOURED ACF SEPT. THIRT 


At 

- f \±A ^ 


YFOUR LAST. EVE TESTIFIED HE 01 


lPT. THI 










#■> 


PAGE TWO 
INMATE JAMES' 1 


-V / 


LYING FACE DOWN IN PRISON YARD 


WITH THREE OTHER PRISONERS AND WAS NOTIFIED BY|_I 

NYS DEPUTY CORRECTIONS COMMISSIONER THAT BARKLEY WAS ALIVE. 
BARKLEY IS ONE OF THE DEj£JNMt$S RESULTING FROM ATTICA RIOT. 
DURING SEPT. TWENTYFOUR LAST, EVE ALLEGED HE OBSERVED HARASSMENT 
AND INSULTS BY PRISON OFFICERS. 

USDJ JOHN T. CURTIN, BUFFALO, N. Y. ADVISES HIS DECISION IN 
MATTER WOULD BE RENDERED AT TWO PM, OCT. SIX NEXT. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

RE BUFFALO TEL TO BUREAU OCT. FOUR 


SOURCE UTILIZED IS 




BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS. 




*7 













f v . Sy 
5-1T3a (9-29-65) 


I 


Domestic Intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 


Date _10=6=71_ 

Attached concerns the recent riot by 
inmates at New York State Correctional 
Facility, Attica, New York, and relates 
decisions rendered by Federal District Juc 
in Buffalo, New York, on 10-6-71. In 
addition, Robert Fischer, Deputy Attorney 
General* announced an investigation of 
criminal acts relating to the riot would t 
conducted and directed in three areas: 

(1) those responsible for planning and 
carrying out the riot including the death 
a police officer (2) identity of those 
responsible for the murders of several 
inmates while negotiations were under way 
and (3) the nature of the assault to 
retake the prison and applications of fore 
used by troopers and correction officers. 

Copy of attached sent Inter-Division 
Intelligence Unit. Pertinent parts will t 
included in summary to the White House, 
Vice President, Attorney General, Defense 
Intelligence Agency and Secret Service. 


ABK:lrs 


AA 



^ ^ /V^at ijtA 
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RIOT BY INMATES, ^NEW YORK STATE (NYS) CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 
ATTICA, NEW YORK; EM. 


DECISION RENDERED BY USDJ JOHN T. CURTIN, BUFFALO, NY, OCT. (j/‘ 

SIX INSTANT ON ALL ISSUES BEFORE COURT IN APPLICATION FOR PRIMARY 
RELIEF IN CIVIL RIGHTS PROCEEDINGS BY PRISONERS OF ATTICA CORREC- 
TIONAL FACILITY ( ACF) AGAINST THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 

JUDGE CURTIN IN DECISION FROM BENCH DENIED INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 
IN CONNECTION WITH ALLEGED PHYSICAL ABUSE WHICH WOULD CONSTITUTE AfJft 

/ fpf^ 

CRUEL AND UNUSUAL PUNISHMENT OF PRISONERS BY ACF OFFICERS AND • . 

ALLEGED CONTINUED DESTRUCTION OF PRISONER PERSONAL PROPERTY IN- 
CLUDING LEGAL DOCUMENTS BY ACF OFFICERS AND POINTED OUT NO TESTI-’ 

/ 

MONY OF ALLEGED INCIDENTS AFTER SEPT. FOURTEEN LAST, THE DAY i rfrA 

FOLLOWING RETAKING OF ACF FROM INMATES, HAD BEEN FURNISHED. USDJ 
CURTIN FURTHER DENIED MOTION TO ENJOIN ROBERT E. FISCHER, NYS t V 
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL FROM FURTHER INVESTIGATION AT ACF AND 
PROCEEDING WITH PROSECUTIVE EFFORTS. PY inn ~ /WcMIwr’ 


Ex-w? <r ' iy, 


MOTION DENIED BY USDJ CURTIN TO ESTABLISH F^j) El 
/ERSEE ACTIVITIES AND INVESTIGATION AT AND^POII 




TO OVERSEE ACTIVITIES AND INVESTIGATION AT ACF AND POINTEDJgT 

THAT HE HAS BEEN INFORMED-"NYS GOVERNOR NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER HAS 

V 23 OCT 14 1971 

DIRECTED INQ UlKfaJ&jj&T ORNEY GENERAL JOHN MITCHELL FOR USE OF. 

~ Induced in l-'.t'':’ *3 “ 

SUCH FEa»E)/M>NtfWRSlAT ACF. and .. . jOJii 4 


SUCH FE«EW| 

***» m* \ 
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PAGE TWO 


-CLASS’ ACTION OF INMATES DENIED BY COURT AT THIS TIME AS NO 
FEDERAL COURT REMEDY AVAILABLE. USDJ CURTIN POINTED OUT INMATES 

MAY PROCEED INDIVIDUALLY WITH CASE ACTION. 

ROBERT E. FISCHER, NYS DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL ON OCT. 

SIX INSTANT MADE PRESS RELEASE IN WHICH HE DISCUSSED HIS ROLE IN 
INVESTIGATION OF CRIMINAL ACTS RELATING TO THE ACF RIOTS. FISCHER 
STATED HIS SOLE FUNCTION IS TO INVESTIGATE VIOLATIONS OF THE 
STATE PENAL LAW AND TO ASSURE T HAT SUCH VIOLATIONS ARE PROSECUTED . 
FISCHER ADVISED HE HAS ASSIGNED 
OF THE FBI, 


NEW YORK COUNTY, 
! E INVESTIGATION. 

nafflf ANNOUNCED to assure total independence of the cri minal 

INQUIRY HE HAD RETAINED TO WORK DIRECTLY UNDER | NINE 



INbtUim nu. nr.- - ---■-- 

DETECTIVES FROM THE NEW YORK CITY POLICE DEPT. WHO ARE NOW RETIR 
OR ABOUT TO RETIRE. FISCHER STATED AT HIS REQUEST ON SEPT. SEVEN¬ 
TEEN LAST, THE NYS POLICE OFFICERS ON THE SCENE AT ACF WERE AD¬ 
VISED BY THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE THAT THEIR DIRECT INVESTIGATIONAL 
RESPONSIBILITY HAD CEASED WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THOSE MEMBERS OF 
THE BUREAU OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION WHO HAD KNOWLEDGE OR ACCESS 
TO INFORMATION RELATING TO THE ASSAULT PHASE OF THEIR OPERATION 
AND RETAKING OF ACF. FISCHER STATED AS A RESULT OF AUTOPSIES, 


END PG TWO 







PAGE THREE 

ATTENTION WILL BE DIRECTED TO THREE AREAS: CONE) THE INITIAL RIOT 
AND CONSIDERATION OF THE IDENTITY OF THOSE WHO PLANNED AND CARRIED 
IT OUT INCLUDING THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR DEATH OF OFFICER QUINN; 
(TWO) THE IDENTITY OF THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MURDERS OF 
INMATES HESS, SCHWARTZ AND PRIVITIERA WHILE NEGOTIATIONS WERE 
BEING CONDUCTED BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE INMATES AND 
STATE AUTHORITIES; (THREE) THE NATURE OF THE ASSAULT TO RETAKE 
THE ACF AREA HELD BY INMATES INCLUDING THE NATURE AND APPLICATION 
OF THE FORCE USED BY TROOPERS AND FINALLY BY CORRECTION OFFICERS. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

RE BUFFALO TEL OCT. FIVE LAST. 

SOURCE IS 

BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS. 
END 
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By BOB BUYER 

Deputy A tty. Gen. Robert E. Fischer today re¬ 
vealed the three areas that Ins investigation of the 
■Sept. 9-13 uprising at Attica Correctional Faci-iKy-ts 


In a press conference in Hie 
State Office Bldg. here, Mr. 
Fischer emphasized that his 
investigative role is dealing 
only with criminal matters re¬ 
lated to the riot. 

Noting that the results of the 
rptopsies »f the 43 victims of 
tjie Attica violence already 
Lave been revea’id. Mr. 
Fischer said that his investiga¬ 
tions are following these 
courses: 

—“The initial riot and the 
identity of those who may have 
planned and conducted it, in¬ 
cluding the responsibility for 
the death of Correction Guard ' 
William E. Quinn. 

—"The identiy of those re¬ 
sponsible for the apparent mur¬ 
ders of (inmates) Hesji, 
Schwartz and Priviticra while 
negotiations were being cori- 
ducted between representatives 
of the inmates and the Correc¬ 
tion Department. 

—“The nature of the assault 
to retake the area held by the 
inmates, including the nature 
and application of the force 
used by troopers, and, finally, 
by correction officers.” 

•n Sept. 17, Mr. Fischer said; 
lie asked that the State Police 
be relieved of any investiga¬ 
tion responsibility. 

He also said that the only 
State Police now at Attica are 
members of the Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation who had 
access to information about the 
retaking *f the cot rcctiona! 
facility on Sept. 1.1,. . . ,. 
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1N..A, QUESTION period, Mr. 
Fischer also said: 

—He lias no fear of pruseuct- 
ing policemen or public offi¬ 
cials. He said he prosecuted 
officials in Buffalo and Utica 
and some Attica inmates who 
are former policemen. 

—The Attica investigation 
hasn’t moved’ fast enough to 
please him. 

Lists of attorneys purporting 
to represent Attica inmates 
are in conflict. 

—Assemblyman Arthur 0. 
Eve (D., Buffalo) has not in¬ 
formed the Attica investigators 
about his seeing Elliott D. 
Barkley of Rochester, a slain 
inmate, alive after the pris¬ 
oners gave up. ' ' 

—He (Mr. Fischer) has ro 
objection lo prisoner interviews 
if*they do not hinder the seat¬ 
ing of impartial juries. 

* »: *> 

.THE DEPUTY attorney gen¬ 
era! said that a number of 
facts already haw been -loc¬ 
um en tad in connection with the 
riot and the assault that re¬ 
gained control of Cell Block D 
and related areas. 

However, the investigation 
of these subjects is continuing, 
Mr. Fischer said. 

Mr. Fischer implied criticism 
of the various civil rights- 
groups seeking to represent, in¬ 
mates when he said: 1 

“It has been our view that 
each inmate is entitled- to the 
assistance of independent coun¬ 
sel who is interested only in 
the protection of the rights of 
that particular inmate.” 

The ^deputy atLorney general 
also asserted that any .attempt 
to require all prisoners who 
were in Cell Block D yard to be 
represented^ by a single att»r-. 
ney or a group of. attorneys 


“would bc„£flfltxai;y to the in¬ 
terests of most cf the inmate 
population.” 

THE QUESTION of inmate 
representation is now before 
the U. S, District Court in Buf¬ 
falo, the U. S. Court of. Appeals 
for the Second Circuit, New 
Yorit City, and lately, the U. S. 
Supreme Court. 

Mr. Fischer began his 20- 
minute prepared statement by 
asserting that his sole function 
is to investigate penal law vio¬ 
lations that may have occurred 
at Attica Prison and that he 
does not hold the responsibility 
for the day-to-day administra¬ 
tion of the correctional facili¬ 
ty- 

Tnen he named the staff 
| whom he has engaged to di- 
; rect the technical aspects of 
the investigation. 

Anthony Simor.etti, a former 
FBI agent and assistant dis¬ 
trict attorney of New York 
! County, has beer designated as 
i an assistant attorney genera] 
i in charge of the technical 
j phases of the investigation. 

£00 

DIRECTLY ASSISTING Mr. 

: Simonetti will be Edward Ham- 
: mock, a black man and another 
former assistart district at¬ 
torney of New York County 
who previously T^nd worked 
with Mr. Simo ictii in homi¬ 
cide cases. 

Mr. Hammock is on leave of 
absence as director of Day Top 
Village, a New York City so¬ 
cial agency. 

Mr. Simonetti and Mr. Ham¬ 
mock sat beside the deputy at¬ 
torney general during the press 
conference. 

Other attorneys and police¬ 
men identified by Mr. Fischer 
as retained to assist in the in¬ 
vestigation mostly came^Mm 
the’TTew'TS’rk City area. 


’The exception is 
Spoont, a former U. S. attor¬ 
ney general and state assist¬ 
ant attorney general in Utica. 

Also named are David M. 
Richmond, another former as¬ 
sistant district attorney of New 
York County, and “several 
staff accountant investigators 
who are cataloguing records 
and items of evidence.” 

IJi $ * 

MR. FISCHER chose to re¬ 
peat the names of the nine 
detectives engaged to partici¬ 
pate in the investigations. 

He said that they all were 
detectives from the New York 
City Police Department choaln 
from there to assure the inde¬ 
pendence of the criminal jm- 
luiry. ; 

At the same time- Mr. 
Fischer disclosed that Maj. 
John Monahan, who as com¬ 
mander of State Police Troop 
A, had the responsibility for 
retaking control of Cell Block 
D, vers released hvu weeks 
ago from' his Attica assign¬ 
ment so that he could resume 
his norma] duties. 

Mr. Fischer, said that Capt. 
Henry F. Williams of the Bu- 
real of Criminal Investigation 
under Maj. Monahan also has 
returned to his regular duties 
in other organized crime in¬ 
vestigations. 

However, Capt. Williams and 
other State Police are subject 
to recall in connection with the 
Attica investigation, Mr. 
FiSt'fKnrssffd. o—-_* 













. .fcskA-,QUF-STION period, Mr. 
L lecher also said: 

He has no fear of proseuct- 
mg policemen or public offi- 
ciais. He said he prosecuted 
onieials in Buffalo and Utica 
and some Attica inmates who 
ate former policemen. 

I lie Attica investigation 
hasn t moved fast enough to 
please him. 

Lists of attorneys purporting 
to represent Attica inmates 
are in conflict. - ’■ 

—Assemblyman Arthur 0 . 
we (D., Buffalo) has not in¬ 
formed the Attica "'investigators 
about his 'seeing Elliott D. 
Baraley of Rochester, a slam, 
inmate, alive after the pris- : 
• oners gave up. ■ • 

—He (Mr. Fischer) has r,o j 
objection to prisoner interviews i 
it itliey do not hinder the seat¬ 
ing of impartial juries. 
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i^HE DEPUTY attorney gen¬ 
eral said that a number of 
facts already have been doc¬ 
umented in connection with the 
not and the assault that rc- 1 
gained control of Cell Block D j 
and related areas. 

However _ the investigation 
of L.ese subjects is continuing. , 
Mr. Fischer said. 

Mr. Fischer implied criticism I 
of the various civil rights 
groups seeking to represent’in- 1 
.mates when he said: ■ _ v 

“It has been our view that v 
each inmate is entitled- to the c 
assistance of independent coun¬ 
sel who is interested only i n 0 
the protection of the rights of V 
that particular inmate.” c 

The .deputy attorney general 
also asserted Chat any attempt n " 
to require all prisoners who tc 
were in Cell Block D yard to be C( 
epresented_ by a. single attor-. 
nCj or a group of. attorneys m 


‘‘would btU-ewiLcarv to the in¬ 
terests of most of the inmat- 
population." 

* * * 

THE QUESTION' of inmate 
representation is now before 
tbe U. S. District Court in Bnf- 
fa,o, the U. S'. Court of Appeals 
for the Second Circuit.' New 
lork City, and lately the U S 
Supreme Court. ’ 

Mr Fischer began his 20- , 
minute prepared statement bv ! 
asserting that his sole function 
is to investigate penal law vio- 1 
lations that may have occurred , 
at Attica Prison and that he I 
does not hold the responsibility ' 

I , < J ny ' t0 ' <lay administra'- 

!wn ot the correctional facili- | 

! Then he named the staff 
whom he has engaged to di- 
rect the technical aspects of j 
the investigation. 

Anthony Simonetti, a former j 
f Br agent and assistant dw- . 
tnr.t attorney of New Yoik r 
County, ha? been design?ted a*> j 
? n assistant attorney oenpri 1 n 
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iiw exception is M-awyeiL-B. 
Spoont, a former U. S. allcr- 
ney general and state ass is t- 
I ant attorney general in Utica. 

Also named are David M 
Richmond, another former as¬ 
sistant district attorney of Now 
York County, and "several 
staff accountant investigators 
who are cataloguing records 
and items of evidence.” 


DIRECTLY ASSISTING Mr 
simonetti .will be Edward Ham¬ 
mock, a black man and another 
former assistant district at¬ 
torney of New York County 
vvho previously had worked 
", j Simonetti in homi- 

cide cases. 

Mr. Hammock is on leave of 
absence as director of Day Ton 
Village, a New York City so¬ 
cial agency. 

Mr. Simonetti and Mr. Ham¬ 
mock sat beside the deputy at¬ 
torney general during the press 
conference. 

Other attorneys and police¬ 
men identified by Mr.’ Fischer 
as retained to assist in the in- 
ye.^igationjnostly qame Jxem 
the New York City aria. 


f i MR. FISCHER chose to re- 
> ; peat the names of the nine 
- detectives engaged to partiei- 
1 | -pate in tbe investigations. 

1 i . He said that they all were 
'j °? tectiv ? s Rum the'New York 
City Police Department chostn 
I from there to assure the inoe- 
pendence of the criminal in¬ 
quiry. ; 
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John Monahan, who as com¬ 
mander of State Police Troop 
A, Had the responsibility for 
!y ak ' n S control of Cell Block 
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real of Criminal Investigation 
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m other organized crime in¬ 
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However, Capt. Williams and 
other State Police are subject 
to recall in connection with the 
Attica investigation, Mr 
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WASHINGTON, Oct.‘ 6 — A 
New York State official sug¬ 
gested today .to the Supreme. 
■Court tint iawytrs are trying 
to crush the investigation into 
the prisoner rebellion at At¬ 
tica.. 

A statement' fiud by T3?puty 
A tty. Gen,'Robert E. Fischer, 
who heads the it.-ruiry, atlv'sed 
; the court to reject a move by 
lawyers for a group of prison¬ 
ers ■ who say they are trying 
tci buttress their legal f irhts, 

■ j'jVIr. Fischer- reminded the 
court ll-.nt >-,rwr- ,1 suits are 
iri- progress cent.'sting various 
aspects cf the investigation. 

“IT MIGHT be inferred.” he 
. said, “that an attempt is being 
made to impede and effective¬ 
ly stop any investigation of 
criminal matters which occur¬ 
red during the Attica incident.” 

Lawyers from the Legal Aid 
Soccty of New York City ap¬ 
plied Tuesday to'Justice Thur- 
good Marshall to delay -ques¬ 
tioning of prisoners until Fri¬ 
day, when the JJ. S. Circuit 
Court in New York City is to 
hear arguments on questioning 
procedures. Justice Marshall 
'turned the request over to the 
full Supreme Court. 

Mr. Fischer said in his re¬ 
ply that a move by the Su¬ 
preme Court would ‘‘largely 
nullify” any continuation of 
the investigation. He expressed 
doubt that the lawyers could 
speak for more than a handful 

oLecissio&s- r—»- 


I JllE KEY legal issue '. is 
1 whether the jnvestigh'ubh'h ; .ust 
comply with the 1366 Miranda 
decision by the Supreme Court, 

Wh'rh iTp^r-flt'tpfie r-vMTyt Ln^l c*j£ 

peels tiic rip,In to remain silent 
during iiitfiTOgutinn and the 
right t* have s lawyer with 
them. 

The prisoners at Attica have 1 
i been allowed to consult law¬ 
yers in advance of interroga¬ 
tion but have been barred from 
bringing the lawyers >with 
them. 

Mr. Fischer to! dthe court 
i that some in mates have been 
| visited by several attorneys 
and that 172 prisoners had seen 
at least one lawyer one time 
j by Sept. 29. 

1 ‘‘To superimpose upon the 
; difficulties presently cneount- 
J ered a ruling that no interviews 
‘.can be had with inmates until 
counsel chosen by petitioners 
(seven complaining prisoners) 
are present would grossly in¬ 
hibit the investigation, contrary 
to the proper needs, not only 
■ of the public as a whole, but 
of numerous ■ ir mates jin _ th§.t 
-institution,'’ Mr. Fischer' said. 
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By JIM iVlcAVEV 

Federal Judge John T. Curtin dismissed Wednes¬ 
day a suit by civil rights attorneys charging the con¬ 
stitutional rights of Attica inmates were being violated 
in the aftermath *f the Sept. 9-13 riot in which 42 


lives were lost. 


“There is no question the beat¬ 
ings, running of the gauntlet, 1 he 
racial slurs, night-time harass¬ 
ment, threats of future injury 
end reprisal and the deal ruction 
of legal materials, boohs ai.ci 
<|iher property shoo'd not nave 
< ccurred and shout, not he ppv- 

jiiuleu Lo occur n the futtuc,'' 
Curtin staled. 

Point Is Noted 

However, the judge said, testi¬ 
mony clearly indicated that any 
violations oC constitutional rights 
which may have occurred look 
place on Sept. 13 when the riot 
was suppressed or shortly there¬ 
after. 

“The evidence before-the court. 
is that any actions of state offi¬ 
cials arauebly amounting to un¬ 
constitutional conduct occurred 
shortly after they regained con¬ 
trol on Sept. 13,” Curtin said. 

The judge said there was no 
evidence that abuses were con¬ 
tinuing and “therefore, the 
relief sought by the plaintiffs is 
denied and the defendants’ 
motion to dismiss is granted." 
Appeal is Planned 

Schwa rt7 :i spokesman 
for tire dfivil. riglVls' Mil'neys ■ 


who have designated themselves 
as the Attica Defense Com¬ 
mittee, said Curtin’s decision 
\\ou'd-be eppealed to the Second 
District Circuit Coml of Appeals 
in Manila!ran. 

He said the appeal might ;jbo 
filed today. j 1 

ihurvViiu ja'Vw'i. a r/iCiVu'/T.'7 yi 

the defense committee, said that 
if Curtin should be reversed the 
case mignt be remanded . to 
Federal Couit ir. Buffalo and 
come before Curtin again. 

Lawyers’ Request 

Tlie defense committee law¬ 
yers had asked the court to 
order that federal monitors be 
assigned to Attica to assure 
that convicts’. rights were not 
violated during the investigation 
being conducted by Deputy State 
Atty. Gen. Rober: E. Fischer. 

Fischer and Deputy Siate Atty. 
Gen. David M. Ricliman of his 
staff were in court for Curtin's 
decision. Ricliman said Fischer 
had written to the Civil Rights 
Division of the'U.S. Justce De- | 
. part input, over a week a£m_out> j 
iifffiijr^die-“need to assure mat j 
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no one’s constitutional lights 
TVotrltk be'violated. 

He said Fischer s-nt a copy 
of Hie letter to Gov. Nelson A. 
Rockefeller. 

• Wednesday morning, Rickman 
said, Rockefeller contacted IT S. 
Ally. Gen. John M. Mitchell and 
asked him to appoint monitors 
at Attica. 

It was understood these moni¬ 
tors, if named, would i,e on duty 
inside,Rhc correctional facility 
24 hoars a tiny. After 'rendering 
his decision, Curtin said Fischer 
liad mentioned the letter to ihe 
1 Justice Department to him prior 
'f.o the court session. 

Regarding (ho denial of the re¬ 
lief sought by the defense corn- 

• nit-ee Curtin said: 

Cites 2 Questions 

v' Tliis court cau only be con¬ 
cerned with the question of 
whether the constitutional lights 
of the plaintiffs arc being vio¬ 
lated tst.I whether a preliminary 
cider of this ooiwt, made now, 
would protect their i-Pipc ” 

He said there was no evidence 
that any acts vhien might vio¬ 
late the inmates’ rights were 
continuing. 

“The plaintiffs have failed to 
persuade the court that there is 
any need for federal injunctive 
relief in this regard,” the judge 
stated. 

In addition to federal moni¬ 
tors, tiie Attica Defense Cornu 
mittee lawyers had asked ihe 
court to order a halt to Fischer’s 
probe, to enjoin state officials 
from disposing of any personal 
properly of inmates, and to per¬ 
mit them to represent all in¬ 
mates who had been in Attica 


!Fischer's Contention _ __ 

At a press conference Wednes¬ 
day morning and in court Wed¬ 
nesday afternoon, Fischer and 
n embers ot his staff said their 
investigation could be hampered 
if tiie defense committee lawyers 
were permitted to represent all 
Attica inmates as a class. 

At ihe press conference, Fisch¬ 
er stated: 

“Investigation of the specific 
, responsibility for the deaths of 
C orrectinn Officer William Quinn 
and inmates Kennd.1i Hess, 
Harry Jay Schwartz, and Mi¬ 
chael J. Privit'era is and will 
lie affected by the actions now 
pending in the federal courts. 
The legal question there pre¬ 
sented is whether our office 
will be' required to treat all 
; those who happened to lie in 
iiic area secured by the in- 
nrdes as represented by one 
aiionvy or group of attorneys.” 

Curtin hen on Sept. 23 denied 
motions by the civil rights at 
lorneys to bar the quasi inning o| 

£'0«jVj.o the*/ jio<.i il„ J. 

conferred with their lawyers 
and unless the lawyers were 
present during the questioning. 

Curl in said it seemed to him 
, important to rule as quiekiy as 
1 possible in the ease to let the 
'parties know where they stood 
land to permit them to appeal' 

I Immediately if they wished to.. 

: do so. 

i 1-le said it was for that reason 
• lie ruled from the bench in¬ 
stead *i tiie usual manner of 
filing the ruling at a later dale 
outside Ihe courtroom. 

Opinion on Another Point 
The judge said that, in ihe 
hourt’s opinion, the housing of . 
inmates suspected of having 
. been ringleaders in the riot in 
a special maximum security at 
Attica, did not constitute cruel ' 
and unusual punishment. 

All alleged acts of brutality 
and confiscation of convicts’ 
personal property occurred on 
or shortly after Sepi. 13 and 
no evidence was submitted to 
establish that abuses were con- 
finumg, Curtin said. 

- In order for the court to • 
grant the injunctive relief 
sought by (he defense committee 
there would have to be a "con-' 
firming constitutional depriva¬ 
tion or threat of such of such 
..’omimnng” action, the, .judge . 
S.-rroc 












This concerns the Attica, New York, prison 
riot. Civil Rights attorneys representing 
Attica prison inmates have filed a series of 
motions seeking injunctive relief in connectio: 
with alleged physical abuse of Attica prisoner 
by prison officers. Included was a motion to 
establish Federal monitors to oversee the 
investigations at Attica. On 10/6/71, a 
United States District Court Judge denied all 
motions on behalf of prisoners and stated 
inmates may proceed individually with case 
. action. A Buffalo newspaper article on 
10/6/71, revealed that New York Governor 
Nelson Rockefeller has by letter to 
Attorney General Mitchell requested the 
Civil Rights Division of the Department of 
Justice to investigate claims by Attica inmate 
that their civil rights were violated. 


Our Albany Office will attempt to obtain a 
copy of that letter and forward it to the 
Bureau. 

SAC, Buffalo points out approximately 128} 
inmates of the total 2250 inmates at Attica 
were involved in the riot. In addition, a 
force of 1,400 State Troopers, Deputy 
Sheriffs, etc., were used to subdue the 
rioters. Also, there were numerous newsmen 
and civilian members of an observer's group. 
All could be considered as potential subjects, 
victims, or witnesses in any Civil Rights 
investigation. 
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P EVENTS INVOLVED IN SEIZURE OF NEW YORK STATE CHYS) 

New York September V 

CORRECTIONAL FACILITY (NYSCF), ATTICA, *¥> BY INMATES 8 W, N I NE V 

LAST AND ITS SUBSEQUENT RECAPTURE BY NYS AUTHORITIES SEPT, THIR- * 

> 

TEEN LAST HAVE BEEN EXTENSIVELY REPORTED ON A DAILY BASIS UNDER j, j| 

CAPTION "RIOT BY INMATES, NYSCF, ATTICA, NY, EXTREMIST MATTER." £ 

THISE COMMUNICATIONS, INCLUDING THE ONE TODAY, HAVE REPORTED 

EXTENSIVELY ON SUBSEQUENT DEVELOPMENTS AT ATTICA, AMONG THESE ARE 

A SERIES OF MOTIONS MADE ON BEHALF OF INMATES BY CIVIL RIGHTS 
TT. lS. District Judge U. S. District Court 

ATTORNEYS BEFORE (KHfcJ- JOHN T, CURTIN, BJUFFALO, NY., SEEKING ^ 


INJUNCTIVE RELIEF IN CONNECTION WITH THE 


I &s 
IYSIC 


PHYSICAL ABUSI 


OF PRISONERS AT ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY CACF) OFFICERS? , 
ALLEGED CONTINUED DESTRUCTION OF PRISONERS* PROPERTY, INCLUDING 
LEGAL DOCUMENTS, BY ACF OFFICERS? AN ORDER PREVENTING NYS DEPUTY 
ATTORNEY GENERAL ROBERT E, FISCHER FROM FURTHER INVESTIGATION AT 
ACF AND PROCEEDING WITH PROSECUTIVE EFFORTS? A MOTION TO ESTAB¬ 
LISH FEDERAL MONITORS TO OVERSEE ACTIVITIES AND INVESTIGATION AT 


ACF? AND A MOTION/TO PERMIT A CLASS ACTION BY INMATES. 
END PAGE ONE U, . 
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FIGE TWO 

IN CONNECTION WITH THESE NOTIONS, HEARINGS HAVE BEEN HELD BY 
JUDGE CURTIN AT WHICH SEVERAL INHATES, CORRECTION OFFICIALS AND 
OTHERS HAVE TESTIFIED. TODAY JUDGE CURTIN DENIED ALL NOTIONS ON 
BEHALF OF THE PRISONERS, STATING THAT INHATES HAY PROCEED INDIVID¬ 
UALLY WITH CASE ACTION AND NO FEDERAL COURT REHEDY AVAILABLE FOR 
CLASS ACTION. JUDGE CURTIN ALSO POINTED OUT HE HAS BEEN INFORHED 
THAT NYS GOVERNOR NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER HAS DIRECTED INQUIRY TO 
U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL JOHN HITCHELL FOR USE OF FEDERAL HONITORS AT 
ACF. 

TONIGHT’S LATE CITY EDITION OF "BUFFALO EVENING NEWS," A 

DAILY NEWSPAPER, IN AN ARTICLE DATELINED ALBANY, NY, TODAY STATES 

Governor 

THAT 6CT. ROCKEFELLER SAID HE HAS REQUESTED THE CIVIL RIGHTS 

Department 

DIVISION OF THE U. S. JUSTIC E WE PT . "T O INVESTIGATE CLAIHS BY 
ATTICA INHATES THAT THEIR RIGHTS HAVE BEEN VIOLATED." 

ARTICLE STATES IN A LETTER TO U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL JOHN HIT¬ 
CHELL THE GOVERNOR ALSO ACKNOWLEDGED "A POTENTIAL CONFLICT BETWEEN 
CERTAIN INHATES' RIGHTS AND THE CRIHINAL INVESTIGATION NOW UNDERWAY" 
INTO THE ATTICA RIOT. 

THE LETTER REPORTEDLY SAID "IN ORDER TO RELIEVE THE PRESSURE 
THAT THE POTENTIAL CONFLICT BETWEEN CERTAIN INHATES’ RIGHTS AND THE 
CRIHINAL INVESTIGATION NOW UNDERWAY IHPOSES ON DEPUTY ATTORNEY 
END PAGE TWO 










PAGE THREE 

GENERAL ROBERT E. FISCHER AND HIS STAFF AND TO INSURE PUBLIC 
CONFIDENCE IN THE OBJECTIVITY AND FAIRNESS OF THE ENTIRE ATTICA 
INVESTIGATION, I AM HEREBY FORMALLY MH»ESTING THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO INVESTIGATE CLAIMS BY 
ATTICA INMATES THAT THEIR RIGHTS HAVE BEEN VIOLATED." 

THE LETTER PURPORTEDLY ALSO SAID "MR. FISCHER NOTED THAT 
SPECIFIC COMPLAINTS OF ASSAULTS UPON INMATES HAVE NOT BEEN BROUGHT 
TO HIS ATTENTION EITHER BY INMATES OR BY THEIR COUNSEL, AND THAT 
m WOULD INVESTIGATE ANY SUCH ALLEGATIONS IF THEY WERE BROUGHT TO 
NIS ATTENTION. HE STATED ADDITIONALLY, HOWEVER, THAT A POSSIBLE 
CONFLICT WOULD EXIST IF THE INMATES MAKING ALLEGATIONS OF ASSAULTS 
COMMITTED AGAINST THEM WERE ALSO POSSIBLE DEFENDANTS AND THE 
TARGETS OF THE BROADER CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION HE IS CONDUCTING," 

IN A SEPARATE DEVELOPMENT TODAY AT BUFFALO DEPUTY ATTORNEY 
GENERAL FISCHER, APPOINTED BY GOV. ROCKEFELLER TO CONDUCT THE 
STATE'S INVESTIGATION AT ATTICA, REVEALED IN A PRESS CONFERENCE 
THAT HIS SOLE FUNCTION IS TO INVESTIGATE: VIOLATIONS OF THE STATE 
TCNAL LAW AND TO ASSURE THAT SUCH VIOLATIONS ARE PROSECUTED. AS 
A RESULT OF AUTOPSIES, FISCHER STATED ATTENTION WILL BE DIRECTED 
TO THREE AREAS: 

END PAGE THREE 











PAGE FOUR 

ONE, THE INITIAL RIOT AND CONSIDERATION OF THE IDENTITY OF THOSE 
WHO PLANNED AND CARRIED IT OUT, INCLUDING THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
DEATH OF CORRECTIONS OFFICER WILLIAM QUINN) 

TWO, IDENTITY OF THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MURDERS OF THREE IN¬ 
MATES WHILE NEGOTIATIONS WERE BEING CONDUCTED BY THE REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE INMATES AND STATE AUTHORITIES) AND 

THREE, THE NATURE OF THE ASSAULT TO RETAKE THE PRISON AREA 
MELD BY INMATES, INCLUDING THE NATURE AND APPLICATION OF THE FORCE 

USED BY NEW YORK STATE POLICE AND FINALLY THE CORRECTIONS OFFICERS. 

Information, 

FOR THE BUREAU'S 0, AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED, ON SEPT. NINE LAST 

Approximately 

THERE WERE TWO TWO FIVE ZERO INMATES AT ATTICA, OF WHICH APWWX. 

ONE TWO EIGHT ZERO INMATES WERE INVOLVED IN ACTUAL RIOT. ASSAULT 
BY NYS AUTHORITIES ON SEPT. THIRTEEN LAST TO SUBDUE THE RIOTERS AND 
TO FREE THE HOSTAGES HELD BY THE INMATES INVOLVED A FORCE OF ONE 
FOUR ZERO ZERO NYS TROOPERS, DEPUTY SHERIFFS, NYS NATIONAL GUARDSMEN, 
AND CORRECTIONS OFFICERS. IN ADDITION TO THIS GROUP, THERE WERE 
ALSO NUMEROUS NEWSMEN, APPROX. THIRTY CIVILIAN MEMBERS OF AN OB¬ 
SERVER'S GROUP, AND POSSIBLY OTHERS WHO WERE IN AND AROUND THE PRI¬ 
SON DURING THE PERTINENT PERIOD. ALL OF THE ABOVE PERSONS COULD BE 
CONSIDERED AS POTENTIAL SUBJECTS, VICTIMS OR WITNESSES IN ANY CIVIL 
RIGHTS INVESTIGATION. 

END PAGE FOUR 
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PAGE FIVE 

SINCE IT APPEARS COPIES OF GOV. ROCKEFELLER'S LETTER HAVE 
BEEN RELEASED TO THE PRESS, ALBANY SHOULD, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, 
OBTAIN A COPY AND FORWARD TO BUREAU AND BUFFALO. 

ABOVE FURNISHED FOR BUREAU’S INFORMATION IN VIEW OF POSSIBLE 
REQUEST FROM DEPARTMENT FOR A CIVIL RIGHTS INVESTIGATION. 

END 

TMT FBI WA TU 
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State of New York 
Organized Cri wi e Task Force 

41 STATE STREET 
ALBANY. NEW YORK 12207 
513-474-1620 


RoEi-RT E. Fischer 
Deputy attorney General 


STATEMENT OF DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL ROBERT E. FISCHER 
- . BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

OCTOBER 6, 1571 

Since v?e were directed by the Governor and the Attorney General 
on September 15, to. undertake the investigation'of criminal acts 
relating to the Attica riots, a number of questions have been raised 
concerning the investigation's personnel framework and internal struct 
ture for the criminal investigation. We have' released information 
concerning personnel 'assignments as our staff increased. Those releases 
may have been undertaken without sufficient emphasis, or may have been 
overlooked in the. mass of material made available to the press by 
others. 

First, I want to make it clear that I do not have responsibility 


for the administration of the Correctional Facility. That responsioilii 


-remains"with the Commissioner of the Correction Department and Superin¬ 
tendent Mancusi. My sole function is to investigate violations of the 
Penal Law of this State and, if the facts warrant, in the judgment of 
a Grand Jury, act to assure that such violations are prosecuted. 


_in acx?c-r<saRee-Tjith these "Suuies, I have assigned'Mr. Anthony 

Simonetti, formerly an agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
and Assistant District Attorney of New York County, as the Assistant 
Attorney General in charge of all technical aspects of the investigatio: 

. ! : ' -1- 


: . : I 










a former Assistant 


i i 

He will be assisted ’ey Mr. Edward Hammock, 

District Attorney of New York County who worked with Mr. Simonetti 
in the past in the Homicide Bureau of that office. Mr. •Hammock is 
on leave of absence-as Executive Director of the Day Top Village in 
New York. 

Other lawyer members of my staff will be; assigned to assist 

Mr. Simonetti and Mr. Hammock as soon as permitted. They include 

' - ‘ ■ : j 

Maxwell 3. Spoont, formerly a U.S. Assistant Attorney General and 

N.Y. Assistant Attorney General in the City of Utica Investigation; 
David M. P.ichman, a former Assistant District Attorney in New York 
County; Roger Bradley, formerly a Law Assistant to Judge Louis M. 
Greenblott of the Appellate Division, Third Department. These men 
are now assigned to\ handle the legal aspects, of the several actions 
which have been brought by various attorneys in both the State and 
the Federal courts as those actions affect the state criminal investi¬ 
gation being conducted. 

Also assigned under Mr. Simonetti and Mr. Hammock are several 
staff-accountantr-investigators who are cataloguing records and items- 
of evidence for future use. 

As vie announced last week, to assure total independence of the 
criminal inquiry. Detectives from the City of New York Police Departmen 
who are now retired or are about to retire, have been retained to work 
directly under Mr. Simonetti .and Mr. Hammock. They include: 

I James Loeurto, formerly Detective 1st Grade, New York City 
Police Department, assigned Manhattan South Homicide; 

■7 Ernie Milde, formerly Detective 1st Grade, New York City 
Police Department, assigned Manhattan South Homicide last 6 years on 











3 Detective James Stephen, Detective 1st Grade, Rev; York City 
. Police Department, assigned Manhattan South Homicide; 

U Detective John Gowery, 1st Grade, assigned 14 Detective 
Squad; 

J. Detective Sergeant Francis Keenan, Kev; York City Police 
Department, assigned Manhattan South Homicide; ! 

if Lieutenant Thomas Quinn, New York City Police Department, 
Commanding Officer, Manhattan South Homicide; 

Thomas Dolan, 2nd Grade Detective, Manhattan North Homicide; 

j-' Michael McCarren, 1st Grade Manhattan North Homicide; 

. ^ Raymond Seiler, 1st Grade Manhattan North Homicide, 

'At my request- onTSeptember 17, the State Police Officers on 
the scene at Attica,\were advised by the Governor's Office that their 
direct investigational responsibility had ceased, and that any further 
investigation on their part would be only as directed by my office. 

The State Police were then requested to retain at Attica those members 
of the Bureau of Criminal Investigation who had knowledge of or access 
to information relating to the assault phase of their operation and 
the re-taking of the facility, including the tactical plan and instruc¬ 
tions, the identity and placement of personnel, the weapons used, the 
number of rounds fired, whether resistance was encountered and the 
circumstances, where and under what circumstances hostages and inmates 
were found, where bodies were found, and finally, the circumstances 
under which the inmates were surrendered to the Correction Officers. 

Many photographs were taken by State Police photographers 
before, during and after the assault. Those photographs have been 
turned over to my office and will be retained to ultimately test the 








credibility of those on site who may be witnesses in any criminal 

"prSeeediKgs> as well as others, 

Major John Konahaji, who had the State Police responsibility 

for the tac^T^Tn in re-taking the facility, has cooperated fully 
in -establishing the facts as he knew-them in the assault operation, 
and was released approximately tw o weeks ago to JiJ^gular^assign, 
r.ent as Troop Commander of Troop A of the^JSoate Police^ A number 
other "st'ate~Police~l)ers 0 iinel weiTS^o re-as signed to their regular 

duties after being de-briefed. : 

Captain Williams of the Bureau of Criminal Investigation, who 

served under'Major Monahan during'this period, was retained for the ^ 
purpose of estab lishjrigridentity of police per s onnel, completion o f 

ba;llisti£_teTts^W9y^iS^t^ication^and^^top_s i y__ibentificati^-. 

"requirements". Captain Williams also assisted in the "crime scene" 
investigation relating to the apparent homicides of Hess, Privit-era 
and Schwajata—sirice~men under his command, discovered those bodies, 
^jrg^h^scooperated fully with me and with Mr. Simonetti in all phases 
of these matters. Having completed these immediate assignments. 
Captain Williams went about_ hls regular duties in pending Organ ised 
,Grime"Tnvestlgations7~~Mr. Simonetti of Mr. Hammock ni^ec^/mi^or 
^h^I Police Officers to assist in any area of the investi¬ 
gation where those officers have direct knowledge of the facts. 

I want to note emphatically that neither Major Monaham nor 
Captain Williams has been or will be in charge'of this investigation; 
that the fact that they are not retained at Attica for that purpose is 
no reflect ion on the ii^petence^r the jud^e^ej^s^^yj^'in 
thf^ast' The record of these men in c^T^ntrol over the years 









As to the criminal investigation, the general results of the 

_s 

-~Sj3.topsi.iLS"h$ve-'"been publicly revealed. As a result of the autopsies, 


our attention will generally be directed to these areas: 

1. The initial riot and the question of the identity of 
---r those who may have planned aiid conducted it, including 

the responsibility for the death of Correction C-uard 
Quinn. 

2. The identity of those responsible for the murders of 
Hess, Schwartz and JPrivitiera vjhile negotiations were 
being conducted between representatives of the inmates 
and the Correction Department. 

3. The nature of the assault to re“take the area held by 


V . 


the inmates, .'including the nature and application of the 

•i 

force used by Troopers, and, finally, by Correction 
Officers.- . 


A number of facts have been documented and correlated in the 
first and third areas of inquiry and our investigation of these areas 
will be--continued. 


Investigation of the specific responsibility for the death's 
of Correction .Officer Quinn, and inmates Hess, Schwartz and Privitiera 
is'and will be affected by the actions now pending in the Federal 
Courts. The legal question there presented is whether our office will 
be required to. treat all of those who happened to be in the area secured 
by the inmates as represented by one attorney or group of attorneys. 

It has been our view that each inmate is entitled to the 

r 

assistance of independent counsel who is interested only,in the 










protection of the rights of that particular inmate: that any attempt 

_to require Jthehf the entire innate population of D yard be represented 

v —®*— / 

by a single attorney or group of attorneys in view of the criminal 

acts under inquiry would be contrary to the interests of most of the 

t . 

innate population. 

This issue is now before the U.'S. District Court, the U.S. Court 


of Appeals for the Second Circuit, and the U.S. Supreme Court i 


various forms 
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TO: Director, FBI 

FROM: SAC, Albany (44-691)(P) 

SUBJECT: X INMATESJ ATTICA PRISON 
CR 

There are enclosed for the Bureau and Buffalo 
two Xerox copies each of Governor NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER'S 
press release, which release was transmitted by Telecopier 
to Bureau and Buffalo this date. 

cc: 2 - Bureau (Encs.2) 

2 - Buffalo (Encs.2) 

1 - Albany 
MHMibar 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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STATE OF N.ll-J YgaXx 
EXECUTIVE CHAW 


NELSON A. ROCOS'ELLER, GOVERNOR * 

Ronald Maiorana, Press Secretary 
518-474-8418 (Albany); 212 JU 2-7030 (NYC) 


FOR RELEASE: 
IMMEDIATE, WEDNESDAY 
OCTOBER 6, 1971 


Governor Rockefeller today made public the following letter to 
the United States Attorney General: 


October 5, 1971 


Dear Mr. Attorney General: 


On September 28, 1971, Robert E. Fischer, Deputy Attorney 
General in Charge of New York State's Organized Crime Task Force ' 
wrote to the Department of Justice in regard to the question of 
protecting the civil rights of inmates who were at the Attica 
Correctional Facility during the recent disturbance. 

As Judge Fischer indicated in his letter, the five-member panel 
appointed by Justice Harry Goldman of the New York State Appellate • 
Division, Fourth Judicial Depai'tment, has advised Judge Fischer of its 
receipt of complaints from inmates who may have actively participated 
in the riots at Attica to the general effect that they have been 
physically mistreated in violation of their rights. 

Judge Fischer noted that specific complaints of assaults upon 
inmates had not been brought to his attention either by inmates or 
by their counsel and that he would investigate any such allegations 
if they were brought to his attention. He stated additionally, how¬ 
ever, that a possible conflict would exist if the inmates making 
allegations of assaults committed against them were also possible 
defendants and the targets of the broader criminal investigation 
he is conducting. 

In light of ail the circumstances. Judge Fischer was asked by 
the Goldman panel to request the participation of the Civil Rights 
Division and he stated that he would welcome the Division's under¬ 
taking of whatever action was deemed appropriate. 

In order to relieve the pressure that the potential conflict 
between certain inmates' rights and the criminal investigation now 
underway imposes on Judge Fischer and his staff and to assure public 
confidence in the objectivity and fairness of the entire Attica 
investigation, I am hereby formally requesting the Civil Rights 
Division of the Department of Justice to investigate claims by Attica 
inmates that their rights* have bee® violated. 

Thank you for your valued cooperation. \ 


Best regards. 


, ik. 


— 5-06 


iMilj 


J / U -' 

Sincerely, 


A. Rockefeller 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI T 

(ATTENTION: DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION) 


FROM: SAC, BUFFALO (157-1367) (P) 

RIOT BY INMATES, NEW YORK 
STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 
ATTICA, NEW YORK 
EM 
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Re Buffalo teletype dated 10/6/71,, L. J •• J ' * 

Enclosed for the Bureau are two (2) copies of a 
letter dated 10/6/71 from New York Governor NELSON A. 
ROCKEFELLER directed to the Attorney General of the United 
States. In addition, for the Bureau, are enclosed two (2) 
copies of five (5) Buffalo newspaper articles from October , 

6 and 7, 1971 editions relating to court developments in 
connection with captioned matter. 

For the information of the Bureau and Albany, hearing 
held 10/7/71, U. S. District Court, Buffalo, New York, 

U. S. District Judge JOHN T. CURTIN in action by numerous 
newsmen against the State of New York. Action initiated 
during March, 1971 in connection with guidelines at Attica 
Correctional Facility relating to visitations by newsmen at 
that institution. No official New York State Department of y 
Correction guidelines relating to news media visitation 
existed at time of court action and during July, New York 
State Department of Correction promulgated guidelines. 

Action not pursued until 10/7/71 when hearing held to 
question the constitutionality of prison guidelines now 

r \ , \ ■; .. . vs 

v2 > Bureau (Encs-12) (AM-RM) -- , 

2 - Albany (157-1017) (AM-RM) V-~ 

2 - Buffalo ar?g§r 7? -r, Y"J •-*' 

ORJilmk t 

6 ^ f ' ' • 






existing relating to visitation of newsmen, to Attica State 
Prison. 

Several newsmen appeared and furnished testimony 
in connection with their being refused the opportunity to 
interview inmates at Attica State Prison since 9/13/71. 

Hearing in U. S. District Court continues and the 
Bureau will be advised of developments. 












ENCLOSURES FOR THE BUREAU FIOM BUFFALO (12) 

ATTENTION: DID 

RIOT BY INMATES, NEW YORK 
STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

ATTICA, NEW YORK 
EM 

(Buffalo file 157-1367) 

Enclosed are two copies of a letter dated 10/6/71 from 
New York Governor NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER directed to the 
Attorney General of the United States. In addition, for 
the Bureau, are enclosed two copies of five Buffalo news¬ 
paper articles from Oct. 6 and 7, 1971 editions relating 
to court developments in connection with captioned matter. 


AT, 10/7/71 
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By .TERRY ALLAN 

• Buffalo Evening News Bureau 

ALBANY, Oct. fi—Gov.' 
Rockefeller said today he 
has requested the Civil 
Rights Division of the U. S. 
Justice Department “to in¬ 
vestigate claims by Attica 
inmates that their rights 
have been violated.” 

In a letter to U. S. Atty. 
Gen. John Mitchc-l!, the gover¬ 
nor also acknowledged “a po¬ 
tential conflict between cer¬ 
tain inmates’ rights and the 
criminal investigation -now on¬ 
cer way”, into the Attica rioi. 

| The letter sa d, in. pa#: 

* “In otder to relieve the pi ed-' 
sure that the potential conflict 
between certain inmates’ rights 
and the criminal investigation 
now under way imposes on 
Deputy Atty.- Gen. Robert E. 
.Fischer and his staff, and to 
insure public confidence in the 
objectivity and fairness of the 
entire Attica investigation, f 
am hereby formally requesting 
the Civil Rights Division of the 
Department of Justice to inves¬ 
tigate claims by Attica inmates 
that their rights have been vio¬ 
lated.” 

The governor’s letter also 
said: 

“Mr. Fischer noted that 
specific complaints of assaults 
upon inmates have not, been 
brought to his attention either 
by inmates or by their counsel 
and that he would investigate 
any such allegations if they 
were brought to his attention. 

“He (Mr. Fischer) staled 
additionally, however, that a 
possible conflict would, exist if 
the inmates pinking allegations 
of assaults committed against 
them were a'so possible de¬ 
fendants and the targets of the 
broader criminal investigation 
lic-rs-Torrducting. 
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- By DALE C. ENGLISH'* 

' The activities of state police 
and correction officers during 
and after the recapture of the 
Attica Correctional facility 
from rioting prisoners arc part, 
of the criminal investigation be¬ 
ing conducted by Special State 
Prosecutor Robert E. Fischer, 
he admitted in. Buffalo Wednes¬ 
day. 

In a press conference held 
in the Old State Office Bldg., 
65 Court St., to explain "the 
general nature and substance 
of (the) investigation itself,” 
Fischer politely skirted direct 
answers to j ro r '/ 0 !*icrn ? quco - * 
Lions on tiie brobe’s substance 
or- on pending court cases 
stemming from the Attica riot. 

Instead, lie. read a five-page 
typewrit!en statement anti made 
these points, both in the state¬ 
ments and in answers to some 
questions: 

«. —That liis investigation, 
orHerod Sept. 15 by WtiWTRScile- 


feller "has not progressed to the 
degree I would like." 

Indictment Question 

—That “it has not been re-' 
’solved" 'Whether indictments 
stemming from alleged ci'iminal 
activities related to the riot 
would come from a Wyoming 
County grand jury or a special 
panel drawn from voter regis¬ 
tration lists across the state. 

—That officials of the State 
Correction Dept., not Fischer's 
office, issued orders that re¬ 
porters were not to be allowed ' 
inside the Attic? prison to Salk 
with inmates. 

—Thai SHnales.iWhe ari irifejv | 
viewed ]bjf the press .and who ; 
admit to participation in the, 
riot can be subject to prosecu-' 
lion for statements made in the 
public press. 

in : his' sta tement. Fischer said 
the inquiry by his Task'Force. 
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on Organised Crime 
reefed into three general areas 
“as a result of the autopsies” 
made on the 10 hostages killed 
in the riot’s suppression and the 
three white prisoners who were 
reportedly killed before the riot 
' was quashed on Sept. 13. Those 
areas are: ' 

.. “1. The initial riot and the 
question of (he identity of those 
who may have planned and con¬ 
ducted it, including the respon¬ 
sibility for the death of Correc¬ 
tion Officer (William E.l Quinn.” 
(Quinn was injured during the 
outbreak of hostilities Sept. 9 
and died two days later jfl a 
Rochester hospital.) 

Identity of Slayers -, 

, “2. The identity of those re¬ 
sponsible for the murders of 
(Kenneth) Hess. (Barry Jay) 
Sewartz and (Michael Jr) Privi- 
tiera while negotiations were 
being conducted between repre¬ 
sentatives of the inmates and 
the Correction Dept.” (All three 
were prisoners.) 

“3. The nature of the assault 
to re-take the area held by the 
inmates, including the nature 
and application of the force used 
by Troopers, and, finally, by 
correction officers." 

Fischer went on to say (hat 
“a' number of facts have been 
documented and correlated in 
the first and third areas of en¬ 
quiry and our investigation of 
these areas will be continued.” 

iilowever. the enquiry of the 
deaths of Quinn, Hess, Schwartz 
and Priviticra “is and will he 
affected by the actions now 
ipending in the federal courts.” 

Fischer carefully avoided im¬ 
plying that the court actions in¬ 
stituted by attorneys, represent¬ 
ing or claiming to represent At¬ 
tica inmates had adversely af¬ 
fected his investigation. How¬ 
ever, in, Washington, attorneys 
for Fischer argued before the 
U.S. Supreme Court that lawyers 
for the convicts were using the 
courts "to impede and effective¬ 
ly stop any investigation of crim¬ 
inal matters which occurred dur¬ 
ing the Attica incident.” 

Action by Inmates 

The statement- to the Supreme 
Court was made in response to 
an action brought by a group of 
Attica inmates that interroga¬ 
tion of them be barred unless 
they have been advised by an 
attorney. 

In the Buffalo press confer¬ 
ence ’Fischer noted that “the 
legal question . . -. is w hethcr 
our office will be required to 
treat all of those who happened 
to be in the'area secured by the 
inmates as represented by one 
a ttorne y or group oj attorneys;” 
”'fH?cirer 'said hisyiTTTce is’ of; 


the opinion that each inmate 
entitled to,“the assistance of in¬ 
dependent counsel” interested 
only in protecting the rights of 
his' particular client. Attempts 
to lump all inmates present when 
the prison was stormed Sept. 1.3 
under the same group of attor¬ 
neys, or single attorney, “would 
be contrary to the interests of 
most of the inmate population,” 
Fischer argued. 

Abuse Is Alleged 

Several inmates have testified 
in federal court here that they 
were beaten, verbally abused 
and subjected to personal humi¬ 
liation by Attica prison guards 
immediately following the riot, 
Relatives of other inmates have 
made essentially the same al¬ 
legations following visits inside 
the prison during the pas't week. 

Fischer, in a letter to U.S. 
A tty. Gen. John N. Mitchell 
Sept. 28, said he would investi¬ 
gate any such allegations if they 
were brought to his attention. 

In his statement Wednesday, 
Fischer avoided making refer¬ 
ence to those allegations but 
in the question-and-ans-wer por- 

■ Sion of the press conference ad¬ 
mitted that his investigation 
“included afterward,” mea.iii.'g 
(he actions of guards and troop¬ 
ers after- the insurrection was 

- put dowjnJ 

He noted that he had no fear, 
of prosecuting public officials, 
citing his efforts in Buffalo and 
Utica to prosecute public offi¬ 
cials and quippqd, . ..and 1 
put some of them in Attica.” 

■ . Fischer at one time was the 
special state prosecutor who 
superceded Erie County Dist. 
Atty. Michael F. Dillon in prob¬ 
ing the scandal surrounding 
Buffalo's purchase of • an old 
Post Office 'garage on Seneca 
St, for use by the Police *ept. 

He also disclosed that four 
days after the riot ended, he 
] submitted a request to Gov. 

Rockefeller’s office that the 

“direct investigational respon¬ 
sibility” of the state police be 
terminated “and that any fur¬ 
ther investigation on fheir'part: 
would be only as directed by ■' 
my office." II received favor¬ 
able consideration. 

“The state police were then 

requested to retain at Attica 

those members of the Bureau 
of Criminal Investigation who 
i had knowledge of or access to 
: information relating to the as¬ 
sault phase of their operation 
aiidjhe re-taking of the facility, 
including the tactical''p1SflTT'W.” 


-Joji jgr Williams ^ T f 

Fischer ' said that BCJ Capf. 
Henry F. Williams from Troop 
A in Batavia “was retained for 
t he purpose of establishing iden¬ 
tity of police personnel, com¬ 
pletion of ballistic tests, body 
identification and autopsy iden¬ 
tification requirements. 

“Capt. Williams also assisted 
I in the ‘crime scene' investigation 
relating‘to the apparent homi- 

■ .eidcs of;: Hess, Priviticra and 
Schwartz', since men under his 
command discovered those 
bodies,” Fischer added. 

Williams, identified as the 
' man gving radio commands ■ 
' during, the attack under the cli- 
i'reclioii of state police Maj. John 
Monahan, was trasterred from, 
the BCI j'n Batavia' to the state 
.police Special -Investigatory Unit 
in Albany shortly after the At¬ 
tica riot,, State' police, officials 
insisted the! move bate been in 
the. works ’for .some .time and 
I was .in no: way. related..-to Wil¬ 
liams) role' at Attica .'6 

Fischer also said “il' had li'jtt 
been resolved” how any. indict^ 
ments would be madfe—by jl 
Wyoming County grand jury of 
a special statewide panel. There 
has been speculation that a 
3ncl impartial trial jury 
■-.of 1.2 persons plus alternates 
could not be selected in rural 
-Wyoming County because the 
population contains few blacks 

■ and has many persons with 
. close - ties to prison officials. 
-The majority of the prisoners 

are' black and Puerto Rican. 

Decision on Preseculion 

Also undetermined, Fischer 
-said, was- who specifically 
would handle any prosecutions 
.' —whether - it. would be himseif 
or Asst. Atty. Gen. Anthony 
Sirponelti, Who is handling the 

■ technical aspects of the Attica 
probe. '.- 

. Simonetti is' assisted directly 
by F.dward Hammock, a black 
lawyer who once worked with 
| Simonetti . in the Homicide 
( Bureau of,.the New York distri ct 
attorney's urfice. , 
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10/7/71 

general investigate division 

'ffiis concerns the Attica, New York, 
prison riot. On 10/6/71, a Buffalo newspaper 
revealed New York Governor Nelson 
Rockefeller had sent a letter to Attorney 
General (AG) Mitchell requesting Civil 
Rights Division (CRD) of the Department to 
investigate claims by Attica inmates that 
their civil rights were violated. 

Attached is a copy of the letter directed 
to AG Mitchell by Governor Rockefeller 
which confirms newspaper account that 
Governor Rockefeller has requested AG to 
investigate allegations of Attica inmates that 
their civil rights have been violated. No J 
request for investigation by Department ha^ 
been received at this time. • 
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On 10/5/71, Governor Nelson - Rockefeller of New York 
State, directed a letter to the Attorney General requesting 
the Department of Justice to investigate claims by Attica 
inmates that their rights have been violated during the 
recent disturbances at the prison. 





..Deputy Assistant Attorney General (DAAG) K. William 1 
O'Connor, of the Civil Rights Division (CRD), telephonically & 
advised the Bureau today that the Attorney General had requested 
some action be taken in connect i nn O 1 Connor 

stra'Cecf 'tHa^He r^S]^"Jam^"'I r r - 7urnef’ k ’"and Section Chief Robert 
Murphy of the CRD would be proceeding to Buffalo, New York, where 
they plan on Tuesday, 10/12/71, to confer with Robert E. Fischer, 
Deputy Attorney General, who is in charge of the New York State 
group that is inquiring into the Attica situation. 

O'Connor stated it was planned they would meet with Judge Fischer 
and discuss with him the various aspects of the matter and try to " 
make a determination as to what action would be projected. / . 

Mr. O'Connor stated that these discussions may generate requests 
for investigation by the FBI. 

Z Z /Z z'z' 

O'Connor stated at this time he did not have any idea as 
to what matters if any would have to be inquired into. O'Connor 
was calling merely to alert the Bureau to'the fact that we might 
be receiving requests from the CRD in this regard. He requested 
that the Agent in charge of the Buffalo Office be advised of the 
fact that the Departmental representatives would be conferring with 
Judge Fischer in Buffalo on Tuesday next. , ,■ „< r ^^ <f\ 


Tuesqa' 



ACTION: Buffalo Office is being^advSEQr^of the contemplated 

visit to Buffalo of Departmental representatives. The SAC is being 
instructed that any requests for investigation received from the IIasa*- 
Department should be immediately -brought to the attention of the // S /' 7 - 0S 
Bureau before such investigation is'initiated. "/o/t/ii 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI A , v 

ATTENTION: DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DlVISIOify 

FROM: SAC, BUFFALO (157-1367) KF| (XV» \ S' 

riot by Inmates v ^ s \ 

NEW YORK STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY . 1 

ATTICA, NEW YORK , j A V 

EM /r/:. ‘, y f \ 
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Mr. Rosen_ - 
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Mr; Bishop_ y6X L» 
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TU'huo 4 f ^ <T/y v- o ' 

Re Buffalo airtel to Director, 10/7/71. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are two and Albany tw*o, copies 
of a USDC, Buffalo record transcript of decision rendered by 
USDC Judge JOHN CURTIN, WDNY, oti *10/6/71. 

On 10/8/71, 1— "j Judge CURTIN, 

USDC, Buffalo, gratuitously made available record transcript 
of court proceedings of USDC on 10/6/71, which sets forth 
decision in captioned matter, rendered by Judge CURTIN. 

Pertinent transcript is being made available for Bureau review. 
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On 10/13/71 \ _ 

Attica Correctional FamM. r.y, Attica, Now Yonk, o.qtahl i shod 
source, advised one additional correctional officer of 
Attica Correctional Facility died on 10/9/71 at Strong 
Memorial Hospital, Rochester, New York, as a result of the 
riot which occurred at that institution, making death total 
43i The dead officer was identified as HARRISON W. WHALEN, 
Age 37 t a resident of Alexander, New York. Monroe County 
Medical Examiner reported the cause of death as compli¬ 
cations arising from wounds produced by buckshot pellets. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 
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1 - Mr. 

Rosen 

FROM 


C. L. McGc&^l' 

1 - Mr. 

Bates 



1 - Mr. 

Shroder 




1 - Mr. 

McGowan 

SUBJECT: 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 

1 - Mr. 

McDonough 


CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 1 - Mr. Felt 

ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 
ATTICA (WYOMING CO.), NEW YORK:; 

UNKNOWN VICTIMS, INMATES OF ATTICA; 

SUMMARY PUNISHMENT; ,/ ,, ", , t ) 

CIVIL RIGHTS ‘ ■ , 



Casper_ 

Conrad_ 
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Cleveland_ 
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Bates- 

Tavel_ 
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Soyars_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Holmes_ 

Gandy _ 


Pursuant to the Director's instructions, SAC Gamble 
of the New York Office has been instructed to proceed to 
Buffalo to take personal charge of the limited investigation 
requested by the Civil Rights Division concerning captioned 
matter. (% 

V\ . 

SAC Brouse of the Buffalo Office has been informed ‘1 
of this and has also been instructed to have a squad of f 
Agents available for appropriate conference with SAC Gambld 
upon his arrival in Buffalo to take charge of this investi¬ 
gation. 


ACTION: For information. This matter will be closely 

followed at the Bureau and you will be kept advised of 
any pertinent developments. 
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f (ATTICA) 

WASH i|CT0H—THE SUPREME CO OKI fff© TMAT BQT TO STOP THE 
STATE rim aOESfXOWtte IgpTES AT MEV ABOUT THE 

F CUR-SAT SEPTEWEI PlJsBc I SAT TOOK A TOTAL" Of 4i LIVES. 

IN A min OftiK, iXLfom UFUSED THE PlISeNflr highest for a 
TEMPORAL? RESTAAfilfe M 01 At INJUNCTION ACAtfiST THE 
, INTERROGATIONS UNTIL TUT ARE GIVEN LEGAL HELP, 
f JUST 1ft WILLIAM 0, B09SL4S WAS THE LONE DISSENTER. HE SAID HE 
7 WOULD LIU TO HEAR TVS IMH OF INTERROGATION WITHOUT A LAWYER 
i i PRESENT PLUS OTHER CLAIRS THAT THE PRISONERS WERE BEATEN AND 
THREATENED IN THE WAKE W THE PRISON REVOLT. 

"THIS IS A CASE IN WHICH THE PUBLIC INTEREST RUNS HIGH AND WHICH 
RAISES GRAVE QUESTIONS CONCERNING PROCEDURES FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT 
THAT COMPORT WITH THE CONSTITUTION.• DOUGLAS SAID. 

"THE MEED FOR AN IMMEDIATE, AUTHORITATIVE DETERMINATION OF THE 
PRISONERS* CLAIMS IS PARAMOU NT. IT WOULD SERVE NO INTEREST OF THE 
3] PUBLIC. OR GF JUDICIAL ORDER* FOR THAT DETERMINATION TO AWAIT THE 
EXHAUSTION OF REMEDIES IN THE LOWER COURTS.” 
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Washj^J^n Held (Enclosures - 2) (1 

^tor, FBI V/ ^ .J 


To: SACs, Buffalo (Encloibres - 2) PERSONAL ATTENTION 

SAC GAMBLE 

New York {Enclosures - 2) 

Albany (Enclosures - 2) 

Wash|^^n Held (Enclosures - 2) (BY MESSENGER) 
Prom: Dilator, FBI _ 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS ? 4 4- —S'# 6 0 6 - 

CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS ff r W‘ 

ATTTCA~C5kFECTIONAL FACILITY 

ATTICA (WYOMING CO.), NEW Y£RK 

UNKNOWN VICflMS - INMATES OF ATTICA 

SUMMARY PUNTSUMENT 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

— r7 ~l& // 3 TV7 1 / /-v " 

EncIo'seH for each office are two copies of a letter 
from the Civil Rights Division dated 10/19/71. 

Upon receipt of instructions from SAC Gamble of the New 
York Office who Is in personal charge of this investigation at 
Buffalo, handle investigation requested on a continuous and expedite 
basis pursuant to instructions set out in Section 27, Manual of 
Instructions, relating to civil rights matters. Advise all persons 
contacted investigation is being conducted at the specific request 
of Assistant Attorney General (AAG) David L. Norman, Civil Rights 
Division, U. S. Department of Justice. 
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As set forth in the request of the Civil Rights Division, 
the investigation is to be limited to the events occurring after 
9:43 a.m., 9/13/71, which according to the Civil Rights Division was 
the time when the effort was begun to regain the Attica Correctional 
Faci lity. 
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'Attica (Wyoming Co.), New York, 

Unknown Victims, Inmates of Attica; 
Summary Punishment 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


1/ 

date:(J L»T 1919 


DLN:RAM:vap 
DJ 144-53-313 


uS 

Mr. Tolsoj^ 
Mr. Fali^L 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Mohr__ 


I Mr. MKT.W*g 
Mr. C"lla5an 
Mr. Casper._ 
Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Daibey._ 

Mr. Clevelanj 
Mr. Pondsrj 
Mr. Bates.tj 

Mr. Tavel_b 

Mr. Walters- 

Mr. Soyars_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmeis. 
Miss Gandy— 


This Division received a letter dated October 5, 
1971 from Governor Nelson A„ Rockefeller in which the 
Governor stated that a panel appointed by Justice Harry 
Goldman of the New York State Appellate Division, 

Fourth Judicial Department, had received complaints 
from inmates that they had been physically mistreated 
in violation of their rights after authorities had 
regained control of Attica Correctional Facility on 
.Sept a»te «: ii^f l-971. It is the function of this panel 
to go^^|^H||^»he Attica Facility to assure that the 
const^^^P^Prights of inmates are being protected. 

The panel, however, has no authority to conduct official 
investigations or to',b$<tertake prosecutions. 


On October 12,^1971, two at torn e ys from t h is- 

Division met with Robert E. Fischer, Deputy Attorney 
General in charge of the rh-cranip-.prf Grimp Task Fnrpffffl - 1 

the State of New York, and| _ |to 

Mr. Fischer. Mr. Fischer has been appointed by ® 
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[ Governor Rockefeller to investigate and prosecute 
criminal actions arising from the Attica riot. 

Although Mr. Fischer's mandate is broad enough to 
include prosecution of anyone who may have abused 
prisoners, he recognizes that it is unlikely that 
prisoners will come to? Id® 1 with complaints because 
he intends to prosecute*prisoners for crimes they may 
have committed. For that reason Governor Rockefeller 
has requested the assistance ©f this Division. 

Mr. Fischer stated that members of the panel appointed 
by Justice Goldman have told Fischer that they had 
received complaints from inmates that the inmates had 
been physically beaten by correctional officers. If 

t prisoners have been beaten by correctional officers, 
there could be violations of 18 U.S.C. 242. 


Please conduct the following limited investiga¬ 
tion to be confined to events occurring after 9:43 a.m. 
September 13, 1971. 


1. Contact_ei.fchjMg-.Mr. Fischer or 


Ltmgrn—Tr~5vaTTa5Te : 


New York and obtain from 


a) All movie and still pictures concerning 
the retaking of the Facility and its aftermath; 


b) All medical reports of inmates who were 
examined after the retaking of the Facility; 


c) The transcript of a hearing and all 
pleadings and a list of exhibits introduced in 
Inmates of the Attica Correctional Facility, 
et. al. v. Rockefeller, et. al. heard in 
Federal District Court for the Western District 
of New York. 






If these dQcumen.Ls_.are not made available by 
Messrs. Fischer or [<|4fearmine from them where 

they are available ana obtain them. 

2. Interview the members of the Goldman panel 
and determine from them the specifics of any prisoner 
abuse reported to them, including the names of victims 
and the names of subjects, if known. The panel members 
are: Clarence B. Jones, publisher of Amsterdam News, 
Austin H. McCormick, Donald Goff, Luis Nunez, executive 
director of Aspira and Robert B. Patterson of the 
New York City law firm of Belknap and Webb. 


3. Interview the following individuals who, 
it is alleged, have witnessed beatines or shootines: 

iGreen Haven Correctional- 

Facilitv. Stormville. New York— 1 

(from At-r 

ica on 

inmate who is 
hem all first 
eatings or 

j an 

stxii at Attica. Determine from each of t 
hand information they possess concerning b 
shootings. 

4. Interview[ 


University 

of Buffalo, New York f 
allegation that prisor 
clubbed and that he wi 
Determine the names oi 

5. Interview 

lospitaL, for details of his 
lers told him they were being 
Ltnessed physical evidence of same. 
: such prisoners, if possible. 


Howard 

University Hospital, V 

fashington, D.C. for the names of 


doctors and nurses who, she alleges, told her that they 
had witnessed prisoners' injuries, including broken 
limbs. Interview all such named doctors and nurses for 
details. 
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6. Interview Mr. Silverman, President of the 
Legal Aid Society of New York and Mr. Carr, Chief 
Attorney of the Legal Aid Society of New York, and 
determine from them all specific information they have 
concerning any prisoner who may have been beaten or 
shot. Mr. Silverman and Mr. Carr have contacted this 
Division and have indicated they possess such informa¬ 
tion. 

7. Obtain all official reports submitted by 
corrections officers, state policemen, national guardsmen, 
and any other law enforcement officers concerning their 
activities at Attica from the time the effort to regain 
control of the Facility was begun until two days later. 
Such reports should include discharge of firearms or 

use of force. 
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Director 

Federal Bureau o£ Investigation 
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Assistant Attorney General DJ 144-53-313 

Civil Rights Division 

Unknown Subjects; 

Correctional Officers 
Attica Correctional Facility 
Attica (Wyoming Co.)? New York, 

Unknown Victims, Inmates of Attica; 

Summary Punishment 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


This Division received a letter dated October 5, 
1971 from Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller in which the 
Governor stated that a panel appointed by Justice Harry 
Goldman of the New Y*rk State Appellate Division, 

Fourth Judicial Department, had received complaints 
from inmates that they had been physically mistreated 
in violation of their rights after authorities had 
regained control of Attica Correctional Facility on 
September 13, 1971. It is the function of this panel 
to go through the Attica Facility to assure that the 
constitutional rights of inmates are being protected. 

The panel, however, has no authority to conduct official 
investigations or to undertake prosecutions. 

On October 12, 1971, tw* attorneys from this 
Division met with Robert E. Fischer, Deputy Attorney 
General in charge of the Organised Crime Task Force for 
the State of New York, ancl J to 

Mr. Fischer. Mr. Fischer has been appointee by 









Governor Rockefeller to Investigate and prosecute 
criminal actions arising from the Attica riot. 

Although Mr. Fischer®s mandate is bread enough to 
include prosecution of anyone -who may have abused 
prisoners, he recognises that it is unlikely that 
prisoners will come to him with complaints because 
he intends to prosecute prisoners for crimes they may 
have committed. For that reason Governor Rockefeller 
ha3 requested the assistance of this Division. 

Mr. Fischer stated that members of the panel appointed 
by Justice Goldman have told Fischer that they had 
received complaints from inmates that the inmates had 
been physically beaten by correctional officers. If 
prisoners have been feeaten by correctional officers, 
there could be violations of 18 U.S.C. 242. 

Please conduct the following limited investiga~ 
tion to be confined to events occurring after 9:43:a.m. l 
September 13, 1971, 


_ 1. Contact either Mr .- Fischer or _ 

( ~| | New York and obtain fr om 

to. era, ~TF available: 

a) All movie and still pictures concerning 
the retaking of the Facility and its aftermath; 

b) All medical reports of inmates who were 
examined after the retaking of the Facility; 


c) The transcript of a hearing and all 
pleadings and a list of exhibits introduced in 
Inmates of the Attica Correctional Facility, 
et, al. v. Rockefeller, et. al, heard in 
Federal District Court for the Western District 
of New York. 
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If these d 
Messrs. Fischer or 


not made available by 
determine from them where 


they are available and obtain them. 


2. Interview the members of the Goldman panel 
and determine from them the specifics of any prisoner 
abuse reported to them, incl\.iding the names of victims 
and the names of subjects, if known. The panel members 
are: Clarence B. Jones, publisher of Amsterdam News, 
Austin H. McCormick, Donald Goff, Luis Nunez, enecutive 
director of Aspira and Robert B. Patterson of the 
New York City law firm of Belknap and Webb. 


3. Interview the following individuals who, 

1±—ia—allaagd—iiaaie idLtnessed beatings or shootings: 

I_[inmate: of Gr een Haven Correctional 

Facility. Stormville. New York^ 

_ I Attica on 

|an inmate who is 

etui, at AtrticaT Determine trom each of them all first 
hand information they possess concerning beatings or . 
shootings. 


4. Interview 


University 


of Buffalo, New York Hospital, for details of his 
allegation that prisoners told him they were being 
clubbed and that he witnessed physical evidence of same. 
Determine the names of such prisoners, if possible. 


5. Interview 


Howard 


University Hospital, Washington, D.C. forthe names of 
doctors ani nurses who, she alleges, tc.Ld her that they 
had witnessed prisoners 1 injuries, including broken 
limbs. Interview all such named doctors and nurses for 
details. 
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6. Interview Mr. Silverman, President of the 

Legal Aid Society of New York and Mr. Carr, Chief 
Attorney of the Legal Aid Society of New York, and 
determine from them all specific information they have 
concerning any prisoner who may have been beaten or , 
shot. Mr. Silverman and Mr. Carr have contacted this 
Division and have indicated they possess such informa¬ 
tion. I 

7. Obtain all official reports submitted by \ 
corrections officers, state policemen, national guardsmen,\ 
and any other law enforcement officers concerning their 
activities at Attica from the time the effort to regain 
control of the Facility was begun until two days later. 
Such reports should include discharge of firearms or 

use of force. 
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TO DETECTOR 

BUFFALO 44-592 ATT. SAC GAMBLE 
WASHINGTON FIELD 
ALBANY 

FROM NEW YORK 44-2086 6P 

' A ) * - ■ a : - 7 'ri Tfr t A / A /~' 

UNSUBS, CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA CORRECTIONAL 
FACILITY, ATTICA (WYOMIN G COUNTY) , JEW YORK* UNKNOWN 
VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA, SUMMARY PUNISHMENT, CIVIL RIGHTS. 

RE BUFFALO TEL TO DIRECTOR AND NEW YORK OCT. TWENTY, 
INSTANT. 

THIS DATE THE FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION WAS CONDUCTED 
AT NEW YORK.. 

MR. J.L. BUCKINGHAM, ADMINISTRATOR, 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. Felt__ 

Mr. Rosen_ 


Mr. Mohr_ 

Mr. Bishop_ 

Mr. Miller, ES__ 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Dalbey;__ 

Mr. Cleveland_ j 

Mr. Ponder . 3 

Mr. BatesgSfe 

Mr. Tavel_” 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. Soyars_ 

Tele. Room__ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 
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DICAL 

REC-65 "—• - -“J 


CENTER, STATED JUDGE HARRY D. GOLDMAN PRESENTLY A PATIENT AT 

[T AND UNDER 


THE HOSPITA 

L. HE IS OUT OF INTENSIVE CARE UNI 

THE CARE OF 


OF SURGERY, 

AND 

£ 


DEPARTMENT ^ 0CT 2 1 1971 


DEPARTMENT OF 


MEDICINE. BOTH PHYSICIANS UNAVAILABLE. NYO AND NYU MEDICAL CENTER 
ATTEMPTING TO LOCATE DOCTORS FOR AN OPINION AS TO WHEN JUDGE GOLDMAN 
MAY BE INTERVIEWED 


END PAGE ONE . 
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PAGE TWO 

CLARENCE B. JONES WAS CONTACTED BY TELEPHONE AT THE 

_| NEW YORK* MR. tJONES ADVISED 

THAT ALL THE MATERIAL HE HAS REGARDING THE ATTICA 
MATTER IS IN HIS OFFICE IN NYC, AND DUE TO THE FACT THAT HE 
MUST MEET THE DEADLINE IN THE PUBLISHING AND PRINTING 
OF HIS NEWSPAPER* THE AMSTERDAM NEWS, HE WILL NOT RETURN TO 
NYC UNTIL THREE PM, OCTOBER TWENTY FIRST, SEVENTYONE. 

AT THAT TIME HE WILL MEET WITH BUREAU AGENTS FOR INTERVIEW. 

AUSTIN H. MC CORMICK, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OSBORNE 
ASSOCIATES, AND FORMER ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF UNITED STATES 


PRISONS, WAS CONTACTED AND HE STATED HE ARRIVED AT ATTICA ON 
SEPTEMBER SEVENTEEN, SEVENTYONE. HE WAS IN DAILY CONTACT 
WITH PRISONERS BUT NO ABUSES WERE REPORTED DIRECTLY TO 
HIM. FOLLOWING A SEPTEMBER TWENTY EIGHTH, SEVENTY ONE 
ARTICLE IN THE NEW YORK TIMES ALLEGING THE ^TORTURE OF AN 



CIGARETTE BURNS. 
END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

NR. HC CORMICK STATED HE OBSERVED NO BURNS OR BRUISES ON 



ADVISED THAT MR. LOUIS NUNEZ WAS IN WASHINGTON, DC AT AN 

UNKNOWN LOCATION THROUGH OCTOBER TWENTY FOUR, SEVENTYONE, 

BUT SHE WOULD ATIEMPT TO CONTACT HIM. MR. NUNEZ TELEPHONED 

THE NYO AND STATED HE WAS STAYING AT THE DUPONT PLAZA HOTEL, 

WASHINGTON,DC, TELEPHONE TWO ZERO TWO - FOUR EIGHT THREE - 

SIX ZERO ZERO ZERO, EXTENSION SEVEN FIVE THREE THREE. MR. 

NUNEZ WAS ADVISED OF THE NATURE OF THE INQUIRY AND# HE STATED 

0 

HE WAS A MEMBER OF THE GOLMAN PANEL AND HAD SOME INFORMATION 

A 

REGARDING PRISONER ABUSE AT ATTICA WHICH WAS MOSTLY 
HEARSAY. HE STATED HE WOULD MAKE HIMSELF AVAILABLE FOR 
INTERVIEW BY THE WASHINGTON, DC OFFICE OF THE FBI. 

THIS INFORMATION WAS FORWARDED TO WFO BY TELEPHONE AND 
WFO WILL HANDLE THIS INTERVIEW. 

ROBERTS P. PATTERSON ADVISED THAT HE CONTACTED 
THREE HUNDRED PRISONERS BUT TOOK NO NOTES. HE SAID IN GENERAL THE 
END PAGE THREE 










PAGE FOUR 

PRISONERS TALKED OF A GAUNTLET IN THE AREAS OF ATTICA 
PRISON KNOWN AS HBZ UNIT AND "A” BLOCK, NYS SENATOR DUNN 
TOLD PATTERSON THAT HE AND 


WITNESSED THE GAUNTLET IN "A" BLOCK, 



CP 

Pfi TUTirn AUT 

TO PATTERSON A 

NYS POLICEMAN, BELIEVED 

TC 


, AS HAVING HIT 


HIM ON THE HEAD, NO OTHER GUARDS OR STATE POLICEMEN 
IDENTIFIED BY THE PRISONERS, AN INVENTORY OF CUTS,, 


MARKS AND BRUISES IS IN THE POSSESSION OF 



DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION. ACCORDING TO PA1 

fTERSON. 





at greenhaven CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, stormville, 



NEW YORK* STATED HE HAD BEEN AN INMATE AT ATTICA DURING THE 
RIOT, HE STATED ON SEPTEMBER THIRTEENTH, SEVEN TYOftlE, 

IN THE MORNING, HE WAS IN "D" BLOCK NEAR THE HANDBALL COURTS. 
HE SAW TWO SWEEPS BY A HELICOPTER DROPPING TEARGAS AND THEN 
THE STATE POLICE ENTERED THE YARD. HE HEARD SHOTS AND 
JUMPED INTO A SHELTER. TWO OR THREE MINUTES LATER HE 
LOOKED AT THE CATWALKS AREA AND SAW MANY MEN IN ORANGE 
RAINCOATS. THE HELICOPTER FLEW OVER AND GAVE INSTRUCTIONS 
END PAGE FOUR 












PAGE FIVE 

ON HOW TO SURRENDER* HE PUT HIS HANDS ON HIS HEAD AND AS 
HE WAS WALKING TOWARD OFFICERS TO SURRENDER, HE OBSERVED 
AN INMATE EKIT A TENT IN THE YARD AND GET SHOT BY A MAN 
WEARING AN ORANGE RAINCOAT* HELMET AND GAS MASK, AS 

WALKED PAST THE MAN WHO HAD BEEN SHOT HE OBSERVED A 


LARGE AMOUNT OF BLOOD. HE HEARD SPORADIC SHOOTING AND WAS 
INSTRUCTED TO SIT DOWN IN THE GROUND. HERE HE SAW AN OLDER 
PRISONER WHO HAD BEEN SHOT IN THE BACK. 


CLAIMED HE WAS THEN KICKED IN THE CHEST BY A STATE TROOPER 
WHO HELD A COCKED PISTOL AND THREATENED TO SHOO 


’1 


IN 


THE HEAD IF HE MADE ANY FALSE MOVE WHILE REMOVING HIS BELT 
AS ORDERED BY THE STATE TROOPER. HE STATED SOMEONE THEN 
SHOUTED THAT THERE WERE STILL INMATES IN ”D" BLOCK. AT THIS 
POINT OFFICERS THEN FIRED ON "D" BLOCK WITH TEAR GAS AND 
OTHER WEAPONS, 


b6 

b7C 


WAS ORDERED TO PASS FROM ~D N BLOCK 


YARD TO "A" BLOCK YARD AND WAS CLUBBED WHILE PROCEEDING 
THROUGH A TUNNEL FROM ONE YARD TO THE OTHER. 


STATED 


PRISONERS ENTERING "A" BLOCK WERE FORCED TO RUN A GAUNTLET. 


L FORMER ATTICA INMATE, COULD NOT BE 


END PAGE FIVE 













PAGE SIX 

LOCATED FOR INTERVIEW. NEW YORK WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO 
LOCATE AND INTERVIEW 

EDWARD CARR, CHIEF ATTORNEY, LEGAL AID SOCIETY OF NYC, 
ADVISED HIS SOCIETY INTERVIEWED APPROXIMATELY TWO HUNDRED 
INMATES AT ATTICA. A GREAT NUMBER OF THESE CLAIMED THEY 
WERE BEATEN BUT MR. CARR COULD NOT PROVIDE THE EXACT NAMES 
OF THE INMATES WITH THE EXCEPTION OF SIX THE NAMES AND 
LOCATIONS OF THESE INMATES WERE PROVIDED. MR. CARR STATED HE 
WILL HAVE HIS SOCIETY* S FILES REVIEWED AND WILL ADVISE THE FBI 
IN APPROXIMATELY A WEEK OF THE NAMES OF THE OTHER INMATES 
INTERVIEWED BY THE LEGAL AID SOCIETY OF NYC. 

NEW YORK WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO INTERVIEW MR. 

SILVERMAN OF THE NYC LEGAL AID SOCIETY. 

FD THREE ZERO TWOS OF INTERVIEWS WILL FOLLOW TO BUFFALO. 
END 

HQLB-FWt-tftfE- 
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TO D IRtCTOR 


ALBANY 


✓1 

; CT.DM 


BUFFALO 
NEW YORK 


FROM WASHINGTON FI ELD C 44-3S 1) FOUR PAG 


UNSUBS; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA CORRECTIONAL 
FACILITY, ATTICA WYOMING CJPmTYJl,JLEiil..YjQRK. UNKNOWN VICTIMS 
D ASH INMATES OF ATTICA, SUMMARY PUNISHMENT. CR . 

^Arr-' If- 


* M* . l''ilcon_ 

| ;,Tr. I-It_ 

'• Mr. Rosen__. 

i) Mr. Mohr_ 

| Mr. Bishop_ 

Mr. lui’lrr, ES 
Mr. Callahan— 

i Mr. Casper_ 

i Mr. Conrad_ 

ij Mr. Dalbey__ 

f Mr. Cleveland/ 
£ Mr. Ponder^L 
i Mr. Bates ._jxjd 
Tavel___. 


- C.C. 




RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO WFO, INSTANT DATE. 


LOUIS TWJNEZ , A MEMBER OF THE GOLDMAN PANEL, AND NATIONAL 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF ASPIRA OF AMERICA, INCORPORATED, WAS 
INTERVIEWED BY BUREAU AGENTS AT WASHINGTON, D_.C . MR . NUNEZ 
RESIDES AT TWO SIX BONDSBURRY LANE, MELVILLE, NEW YORK, AND 
HIS BUSINESS ADDRESS IS TWO FOUR FIVE FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, 


NEW YORK. MR. NUNEZ PLANS TO RETURN TO NEWLYO'RK ON AFTERNOON 

—, r i- Vy’ 

OF OCTOBER TWENTYONE, NEXT. KtC*39 

NUNEZ ADVISED THAT A MBER OT THE GOLDMAN PANEL, 

5V S ~ 

HE ARRIVED AT ATTICA PRISON ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER SEVENTEEN, 


LAST. HE STATED THAT HE HEARD MANY GENERAL COMPLAINTS OF 


END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

BRUTALITY ON THE PART OF GUARDS AND gfATE TROOPERS FROM THE 
PRISONERS. HE STATED, HOWEVER, THAT THE LARGE MAJORITY OCCURED 
ON THE DAYS OF SEPTEMBER THIRTEEN AND FOURTEEN, IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER THE FACILITY WAS RE-ENTERED AND SECURED BY THE 
AUTHORITIES. HE STATED THAT HE CAN RECALL NO SPECIFIC 
ALLEGATIONS OF BRUTAL ACTS OCCURRING AFTER THE ARRIVAL OF 
THE PANEL ON SEPTEMBER SEVENTEEN. HE NOTED THAT MOST OF 
THECOMPLAINTS FROM THE PRISONERS WERE GENERAL IN NATURE AND 
HE NOTED THAT AS THE PANEL WAS NOT SPECIFICALLY CONCERNED 
WITH INVESTIGATING THE PAST CONDUCT OF THE GUARDS, BUT RATHER 
IN RETURNING THE PRISON TO A NORMAL OPERATION AND INSURING 
PRESERVATION OF THE PRISONERS’ RIGHTS, HE DID NOT ATTEMPT TO 
ABTAIN ALL OF THE DETAILS ON THE ALLEGED MISCONDUCT. 

HE WAS ABLE TO FURNISH THE NAMES OF THE TWO INMATES WHO HE 
SPECIFICALLY RECALLED COMPLAINING TO HIM OF BRUTALITY ON THE 
PART OF THE GUARDS OR STATE TROOPERS. 

END PAGE TWO 








END PAGE THREE 








PAGE FOUR 

MIGHT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE INFORMATION* 

HE COULD NOT RECALL SPECIFICALLY ANY ADDITIONAL 
INSTANCES OF BRUTALITY RELATED TO HIM, OR THE NAMES OF ANY 
OTHER INMATES WHO FURNISHED THIS INFORMATION TO HIM. 

SIGNED STATEMENT OBTAINED FROM NUNEZ AND FD THREE ZERO , r 

b6 

TWO WILL BE FORWARDED EXPEDITIOUSLY. b7C 

j , HOWARD UNIVERSITY, WASHINGTON, D .C . , 

BEING INTERVIEWED NINE O’CLOCK, P ,M. , INSTANT DATE, AND 

RESULTS BEING TELEPHONICALLY FURNISHED TO BUFFALO OFFICE. P. 

END 
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SAC J.H. GAMBLE, BUFFALO (44-592) 3P 





Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Mohr_ 

Mr. Bishop_ 

Mr. Miller, ES_ 

Mr. Callahan_ 

I f Mr. Casper_ 

* Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Dalbey_ . 

Mr. Cleveland. , 
Mr. 'Ponter) 

Mr. ^ 

I Mr. Sovars____ 

Tele. Room _ 

I Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy._ 


.—r... .1 



UNSUBS, CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS. ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, ATTICA 


(WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK! UNKNOWN VICTIMS-INMATES OF ATTICA, SUMMARY 


PUNISHMENT, CIVIL RIGHTS, 


RE BUREAU AIRTEL, OCT, NINETEEN, LAST, 

APPELLATE DIVISION, FOURTH DEPARTMENT 
OF SUPREME COURT, NEW YORK STATE, ROCHESTER, N.Y., ADVISED THAT JUSTICE 
HARRY D. GOLDMAN, PRESIDING JUSTICE, APPELLATE DIVISION, FOURTH 
DEPARTMENT OF SUPREME COURT OF NEW YORK, STATE OF NE:w YORK, UNDERWENT 
VASCULAR SURGERY, OCT. THIRTEEN LAST AT THE NEW YORK UNIVERSITY MEDICAL 
CENTER, FIVE SIX SIX FIRST AVE., NEW YORK CITY ANN IS PRESENTLY CONFINED 
TO INTENSIVE CARE UNIT AT THAT INSTITUTION, STATED HE 


TO INTENSIVE CARE UNIT AT THAT INSTITUTION, STATED HE_ __ 

--• 

CONSIDERS JUSTICE GOLDMAN UNAVAILABLE ^R ^INTERVIEW,, ^ — 

lTO JUSTICE^|»I|ftg^t^PURNISHED FOLLOWING _ 


b6 

b7C 


DATA RE FIVE MEMBERS OF “GOLDMAN PANEL*’ 


OCT 22 1971 


DONALD H>^OFF, GENERAL SECRETARY, CORRECTIONAL ASSOCIATION^ 
END PAGE ODE ■ " / ft 
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PAGE TWO 

OF NEW YORK, OFFICE ONE THREE FIVE EAST FIFTEENTH ST., NEW YORK CITY, 
RHONE TWO ONE TWO - AL FOUR - NINE SEWER ONE EIGHT. 

CLAREN^rtTORES, PUBLISHER AND EDITOR, "AMSTERDAM NEWS," OFFICE 

TWO THREE FOUR ZERO EIGHTH AVE., NEW YORK CITY, PHONE TWO ONE TWO 

' / / 

- TWO TWO TWO - SEVEN EIGHT ZERO ZERO. 

DR, AUSTIir-H*M!|£C CQRMICK, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE OSBORNE 
ASSOCIATION, INC., A NON-PROFIT ASSOCIATION FOR CORRECTIONAL 
IMPROVEMENT, OFFICE ONE ONE FOUR EAST THIRTIETH ST.„ NEW YORK CITY, 
PHONE TWO ONE TWO - SIX EIGHT FIVE - NINE SEVEN TWO ZERO. 

LUIS/feuNEZ, NATIONAL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF ASPIRA OF AMERICA, 
INC., AN EDUCATIONAL AND LEADERSHIP ORGANIZATION FOR THE PUERTO RICAN 
COMMUNITY, OFFICE TWO FOUR FIVE FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK CITY, PHONE TWO 
ONE TWO - SIX EIGHT THREE - SIX ZERO FIVE FOUR. 

ROBERT ^^ATTERSON, JR., MEMBER, LAW FIRM OF PATTERSON, BELKNAP 

AND WEBB, NEW YORK CITY, OFFICE ONE WALL ST., NEW YORK CITY, PHONE 

/ 

TWO ONE TWO - NINE FOUR THREE - ONE THREE ZERO ZERO. 

NEW YORK OFFICE WILL CONDUCT INTERVIEWS OF ABOVE INDIVIDUALS 


IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTION CONTAINED IN RE AIRTEL WITH EXCEPTION 
END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 
OF JUSTICE GOLDMAN* 

NEW YORK SHOULD CONTACT CONSULTING PHYSICIAN AIID DETERMINE IF 
INTERVIEW OF GOLDMAN ADVISABLE OR DETERMINE FUTURE DATE WHEN 
INTERVIEW MAY BE CONDUCTED* 

P* 

END 

TMT FBI WA TU 
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Mr. Tolson_ 

Sir. Felt_ 

Mr. Rosen- 

Mr. M a-_ 


M • 0 llahin- 
RI . Casrer _L 



T In. P . i,i _ 

. ii >inv.8_ 

iillos Gandy_ 


UNSUBS; CORRECT IONAL OFFI CERS, ATTICA^CORRECTIONAL 
FACILITY, ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK; UNKNOWN VICTIMS^ 
DASH INMATES OF ATTICA, SUMMARY PUNISHMENT, CR. 


V 


REBUAIRTEL, OCTOBER NINETEEN, LAST AND BUFFALO TELETYPE 
TO BUREAU, OCTOBER TWENTY, INSTANT. 

REPRESENTATIVES OF NYS GOVERNOR NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER, 

NYS DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES, SUPERINTENDENT OF 
NYSP WILLIAM KIRWAN AND ADJUDANT GENERAL ROBERT MURPHY, NEW YORK 
ARMY NATIONAL GUARD, ADVISED INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED 
AT SPECIFIC REQUEST OF ASSISTANT AG DAVID L. NORMAN,, CIVIL 
RIGHTS DIVISION, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 

DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL ROBERT E. FISCHER, ALBANY, N.Y. 

END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

CONTACTED OCTOBER TWENTY, INSTANT. HE OFFERED COMPLETE 
COOPERATION FROM HIS OFFICE AND ADVISED AS FOLLOWS: 

ALL KNOWN MOVIES AND STILL PICTURES ARE IN POSSESSION 
OF NYS AAG ANTHONY SIMMONETTI, ATTICA PRISON, ATTICA, N.Y. 

MEDICAL REPORTS OF INMATES ARE AT ATTICA PRISON FOR 
INMATES STILL THERE, AND AT PENAL INSTITUTION WHERE FORMER 
ATTICA INMATES HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED. AUTOPSY REPORTS IN 
CUSTODY OF AAG SIMMONETTI, SUPRA. 

ORIGINAL TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING AND PLEADINGS AND LIST 
OF EXHIBITS INTRODUCED IN QUOTE INMATES OF THE ATTICA 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, ET AL VS. ROCKEFELLER, ET AL END QUOTE, 
ARE IN CUSTODY OF CLERK, USDC, BUFFALO, N.Y. COPIES OF 
THESE ARE IN POSSESSION OF NYS AAG MAX SPOONDT, ATTICA PRISON, 
ATTICA, N.Y. 

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF GOLDMAN PANEL ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
DONALD H. GOFF, GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE CORRECTIONAL 


END PAGE TWO 








PAGE THREE 

ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK, ONE THREE FIVE EAST FIFTEENTH 
STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y., TELEPHONE: TWO ONE TWO DASH A L 
FOUR DASH NINE SEVEN ONE EIGHT. 

CLARENCE JONES, PUBLISHER AND EDITOR OF THE AMSTERDAM 
NEWS, TWO THREE FOUR ZERO EIGHTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y., 
TELEPHONE TWO ONE TWO DASH TWO TWO TWO DASH SEVEN EIGHT ZERO 
ZERO; TWO ONE TWO DASH SEVEN FOUR NINE DASH FIVE THREE ZERO 
ZERO (PRINTING PLANT NUMBER). 

DR. AUSTIN H. MAC CORMICK, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF OSBORNE 
ASSOCIATION, INC., ONE ONE FOUR EAST THIRTIETH STREET, NEW 
YORK, TELEPHONE TWO ONE TWO DASH SIX EI GHT FIVE DASH NINE 
SEVEN TWO ZERO, 

LUIS NUNEZ, NATIONAL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF ASPIRA OF 
AMERICA, INC., TWO FOUR FIVE FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK,, TELEPHONE 
TWO ONE TWO DASH SIX EIGHT THREE DASH SIX ZERO FIVE FOUR, 

NEW JERSEY OFFICE TWO ZERO ONE DASH SIX FOUR TWO DASH EIGHT 


END PAGE THREE 







PAGE FOUR 

ZERO EIGHT ZERO, HOME FIVE ONE SIX DASH SIX FOUR THREE DASH TWO 
FOUR ONE FOUR, 

ROBERT P, PATTERSON, JR,, PATTERSON, BELKNAP AND WEBB, 

ONE WALL STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y., ONE ZERO ZERO ZERO FIVE, 
TELEPHONE TWO ONE TWO DASH NINE FOUR THREE DASH ONE THREE 
SEVEN ZERO TWO, 

OFFICIAL REPORTS OF NYSP IN CUSTODY OF AAG SIMMONETTI, 
SUPRA, OTHER AGENCIES INVOLVED IN RETAKING OF ATTICA FACILITY 
SEPTEMBER THIRTEEN, LAST, INCLUDE NIAGARA COUNTY, N,,Y• SO, 
MONROE COUNTY, N.Y. SO, NEW YORK ARMY NATIONAL GUARD AND 
GUARDS OF NYS DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION, IF OTHER LAW 
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES INVOLVED AND HAVE FILED REPORTS, 
SUPERINTENDENT OF ATTICA PRISON WOULD HAVE IDENTITIES. NYS 
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION REPORT IS LOCATED AT ATTICA PRISON, 
ATTICA, N.Y, 

END PAGE FOUR 
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UNKNOWN TO FISCHER IF NIAGARA COUNTY, N.Y. SO OR MONROE 
COUNTY, N.Y. SO FILED REPORTS. 

NEW YORK ARMY NATIONAL GUARD REPORT BEING OBTAINED AND 
WILL BE FORWARDED PROMPTLY. 










'(Se# 


Octo¥-^| 21, 1971 

l investigWive division 


At the request of the Civil Rights Division, we are 
conducting limited but intensive investigation of 
possible abuse of inmates in connection with retaking 
of the Attica, New York, Correctional Facility (ACF) cn 
9/13/71.__ 

Attached advises a7 _ stated 

he treated hundreds of victims from Cell Block A, ACF, 
for superficial bruises incurred during the disorder. 

He claims he conferred professionally with about 90% 
of the approximately 1,000 inmates in Cell Block A 
and the majority of these ihmates claim their injuries 
resulted from beatings immediately following the assaul 
on the prison by law-enforcement officers and while 
being returned to their cells. He was unable to furnish 
the identity of inmates making the allegations. Two 
inmates he treated for more serious injuries made no 
allegations against the officers. 

Washington Field Office advised Louis Nunez, a 
member of Goldman Panel investigating ACF disorders, 
advised he heard many general complaints of brutality 
from inmates but most allegedly occurred immediately 
after ACF reentered and secured.. He could recall no 
allegations of brutality after Panel members arrived on 
9/17/71. He furnished identity of two inmates who 
made specific allegations of bniality. 

Investigation continuing and you will be kept advised 
of pertinent developments. 


RHB:mcp 


4 ^ 
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7 \r 


DIRECTOR 


WOM SAC J.H. GAMBLE, BUFFALO (44-532) 3P RP J 

a 

Unknown Subjects; S* a 

CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY »-= 

(ACF), ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORKj UNKNOWN VICTIMS - 
INMATES OF ATTICA, SUMMARY PUNISHMENT, CIVIL RIGHTS,* 

Reference My Teletypes October 

'KEMYWtS, TODAY; AND BUREAU AIRTEL OCT* NINETEEN LAST* 

FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION, RUFF AT 0 OFFtCE. 

IN ABSENCE OF SUPERINTENDENT VINCENT MANCUSI, 

I ACF, ADVISED TODAY OF INITIATION 


i L«i9aai«^ 

/ |Sr. Tolson 

Mr. Felt -**T/r 
Miv Ryan 

Wm^ryZ- 

Wc. Miller, ES__ 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Dalhey_ 

Mr. Cleveland/L 
, -Mr PondaT.^ — 1 

™Trr Tavel._ 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. Soyars _ 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 





OF INVESTIGATION. 


_A Ioa T/~ /->TTTV» —A A. 



INTERVIEWED ATTICA PRISON TODAY. 


| | ADVISED WILL NOT DISCUSS MATTER WITHOUT HIS ATTORNEYS BEING 


b6 

b7C 


PRESENT._IREFUSED TO FURJIIfH THE IDENT ITY OF ANY OF HIS 

I- uDate Qf_ Birth I J- So6>OS 

ATTORNEYS. WHITE ] * BUFFALOj 

ew York - f.ILKsbruary H 

WAS RECEIVED AT Afel^ FW^pJX, SIXTYEipfjr TO SERVE A 


attorneys. 

New York 


















□ 


\ N.Y., ADVISED TODAY HE WAS MED 

--atspiemuer- 

TEAM WHICH TREATED VICTIMS OF RIOT AT ACF ON ' 'SE PT♦ F IFTEEN AND 


MEDICAL 


SIXTEEN LAST. IDENTITIES 01 


OTHER DOCTORS OBTAINED. 


WITNESSED NO SPECIFIC CLUBBING INCIDENTS HIMSELF. HE STATED HE 
TREATED HUNDREDS OF INMATES IN CELL BLOCK A AT ACF FOR SUPERFICIAL 
BRUISES, WHICH WERE INCURRED DURING THE DISORDER AT ATTICA. HE 
COULD FURNISH NO SPECIFIC NAMES OF INMATES WHO CLAIMED BEATINGS 
BY CORRECTIONAL OR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS. HE DID NOT QUESTION 
INMATES AS TO SPECIFIC TIME OR CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH THEY 
RECEIVED INJURIES; HOWEVER, HE ESTIMATED INJURIES HE OBSERVED WERE 
INCURRED WITHIN FORTYEIGHT HOURS PRIOR TO HIS EXAMINATION. 

STATED HE CONFERRED PROFESSIONALLY WITH ABOUT NINETY PER CENT OF 
AN ESTIMATED ONE THOUSAND PRISONERS IN CELL BLOCK A. OF THOSE HE 
CONTACTED, THE MAJORITY OF THE INMATES CLAIMED THAT THEIR INJURIES 
RESULTED FROM BEATINGS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE ASSAULT ON THE 
PRISON BY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS AND WHILE IN THE PROCESS OF 


b7C 



BEING RETURNED TO THEIR CELLS. 
END PAGE TWO 


DID FURNISH NAMES OF TWO 













page three 

INMATES BEING TREATED FOR MORE SERIOUS INJURIES: FIRST OF WHOM 
WAS DISORIENTED AND HAD POSSIBLE FRACTURED CHEEK BOISE AND THE 
SECOND HAD A BULLET ANKLE INJURY, NEITHER OF THE LATTER TWO 
INDIVIDUALS MADE ALLEGATIONS OF BEING BEATEN BY CORRECTIONAL OR 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS, 

BASED ON TELEPHONIC INFO FURNISHED BY ALBANY OFFICE, CONTACT 
BEING ESTABLISHED WITH ASSISTANT NEW YORK STATE CNYS) ATTORNEY 
GENERAL ANTHONY S1MONETTI AND 


b6 

TO NEW YORK b7C 


STATE DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL ROBERT E, FISCHER, WHO HAVE OFFICES 
AT ATTICA PRISON, AS WELL AS WITH APPROPRIATE PRISON OFFICIALS TO 
OBTAIN, IF AVAILABLE, MOVIE AND STILL PICTURES CONCERNING THE RE¬ 
TAKING OF THE FACILITY IN ITS AFTERMATH, ALL MEDICAL REPORTS OF 
INMATES WHO WERE EXAMINED AFTER THE RETAKING OF THE FACILITY, 
TOGETHER WITH REPORTS MADE BY CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, LAW ENFORCE¬ 
MENT AGENCIES, AS WELL AS THE TRANSCRIPTS OF HEARING, PLEADINGS 
AND LIST OF EXHIBITS, WHICH ARE ALLEGEDLY IN THE POSSESSION OF 
AT ATTICA. 


CASE BEING AFFORDED CONTINUOUS AND EXPEDITIOUS ATTENTION, 
LEADS BEING SET OUT BY TELEPHONE OR TELETYPE AND NO SPECIFIC 
LEADS BEING SET OUT HEREIN, 

P. 

END 


HOLD FOR ONE 
TMT FBI WA 
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10-21-71 MWM 


CTOR 


ALBANY 
BUFFALO 
NEW YORK 

FROM WASHINGTON FIELD (44-86 1) ONE PAGE 


k. / 


U NSUB S ; CORREHTIQAIAL OFEIJCES-, AT TICA C ORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 
ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK, UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES 
OF ATTICA, SUMMARY PUNISHMENT, CIVIL RIGHTS. 


Kj. Tolson-■ 

Mr. Pelt_1 

Mr. Rosen_I 

Mr. Mohr_J 

| 'sir. Bishop 
Mr. Miller, bS 
Mr. Callahai^W 
Mr. Casper_M 
Mr. Conrad 
Mr. Dal bey. . 
Mr. Cleveland-- 
Mr. Ponder.jMV. 
Mr. Bates, yta 
I ITr. ?r.v?l 


Cl!.; : I 

rl nJ^ 


RE WFO TELEPHONE CALL TO BUFFALO, OCTOBER TWENTY PAST. 

! _^FREEDMAN’S HOSPITAL, HOWARD UNIVERSITY, 


WASHINGTON, D .C., CONTACTED AT NINE FORTY-FIVE PM AT HER 
RESIDENCE/ f 


RESIDENCE ^ I J D .C ., 

DID NOT HAVE WITH HER NAMES OF DOCTORS AND NURSES MENTIONED IN 


b6 

b7C 


ITEM FIVE OF DEPARTMENTAL MEMO DATED OCTOBER NINETEEN PAST. 

^ ~ ” ^"7section, uni- 

- -—-—-— --— fy? -Ss* ? 

VERSITY OF BUFFALO, NEW YORK, HOSPI,M£NTI0 NEI? IN ITEMJFOUR 


OF SAME MEMO, KNEW THE IDEt 



OF DOCTORS AND NURSES. 


^_ _JWILL BE IN COUT AND UNAVAILABLE ON OCTOBER 

TWENTY-ONE INSTANT, BUT WILL BE INTERVIEWED AT HER OFFICE 
TEN AM 0CT03ER TWENTY-TWO NEXT. 


EBR FBI WASHED, 


65 0£r i 


22 OCT 22 1971 


r / 
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C3V1MUN CATIONS SF \. 
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NR 01 1 AL PLAIN 

lliJ^PM NITEL 10-21-71 LVV 


0 DIRECTOR 


BUFFALO (44-592) 

FROM ALBANY (44-691) 2P 


TELETYPE 


frl/ 


I Mr. ;ri__ 

| L£r. :■ * i. ___ 

j Mr. I 3 , .v n __ 

Mr. ‘ :'-’i"_ 

| Mr. ' J;-:hop _ 

| Mr. iiilrr, ES 

I I/Il% C jrj. _ 

j IQ’. Z ?.f; 211 
J I.ir. riiiTivwl_ 

Mr. Ci'zvfland^V 
i.-'r. i onder_ JBl 


wwiana^y 

E onder_ fj t* 

TevsI _ 

T/tliaiB_ 


i «.r. iiT-'u-i 
Tde. P.oo. 
Miss EoJ/.iss. 
Miss 0Rnd7„ 


UNSUBS; CORRE CTIONAL O FFI CERS, ATTICA CORRECTIONAL 
FACILITY, ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK; UNKNOWN 
VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA, SUMMARY PUNISHMENT, CR. 


fkW° 


H Cj v 

-tfW 


RE ALBANY TELETYPE TO BUREAU OCTOBER TWENTY LAST. 

FD DASH THREE ZERO TWO CONTAINING INTERVIEW OF 
BRIGADIER GENERAL ROBERT F. MURPHY, ADJUTANT GENERAL OF 
NEW YORK STATE, WHO MADE AVAILABLE NEW YORK ARMY NATIONAL 
GUARD REPORT RE INSTANT MATTER FORWARDED TO BUFFALO BY 
AIRTEL OCTOBER TWENTY ONE INSTANT. 

NEW YORK STATE POLICE (NYSP) SUPERINTENDENT WILLIAM 
KIRWAN ADVISED THAT ALL NYSP FILM AND REPORTS ARE TO BE 
TURNED OVER BY NYS DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL ROBERT E. FISCHER 

one ncC-39 ^A/ " S'C / 


mo2 


22 OCT 22 1971 


55 OCT 'A 

& / € Is 


C? 


S' /JS 
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PAGE TWO 

TO FBI AT ATTICA, NEW YORK PER AGREEMENT BETWEEN KIRWAN AND 

FISCHER. -P- 

END 

HOLD 

KPT FBI WASH 
C 
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NR 006 BU PLAIN o' 

/ TEXHT'ifPi: 

,640PM pRQE^T 10-21-71 PXM 

Vct^dTrep/or / 

FROM SAC J. H. GAMBLE, BUFFALO (44-53&V 2P a 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; ([) 

, CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS. A TTIC A CORRECTIONAL 

FACILITY j, ATTICA, (WXQMJNG COU NTY;. NEW YO RK j. y N K NO W N„ VICTIMS 

INMATES OF ,ATTICA, SUMMARY PUNISHMENT , CIVIL RIGHTS. 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. Pelt_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Mohr_ 

Mr. Bishop_ 

Mr. Miller, ES_ 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad _ 

Mr. Balb ;y_ 

Mr. Cleveland_ 

Mr. Pondcv/v / — 
Mr. Bat eiMfebf 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Waiters__ 

Mr. Soy a vs_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Candy_ 




Reference My Teletype October 

R£ft¥^€L , 06*. TWENTY, LAST. 

FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION TODAY: 

ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN MEDICAL RECORDS OF INMATES FROM ATTICA 

New York, 

PRISON TREATED AT E . J. MEYER MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, BUFFALO, , 

FOLLOWING RIOT DEVELOPED INFO THAT HOSPITAL AUTHORITIES WOULD 

NOT RELEASE RECORDS WITHOUT SUBPOENA OR WAIVER FROM PATIENTS 

u s. HTTORNW 10 6 

TO RELEASE INFO. DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY AND >6*, BUFFALO, b7C 

DISCUSSING PREFERABLE WAY TO OBTAIN RECORDS. 

A___4/ ^ - .5 — y <T J 

/BUFFALO, ADV1S.ED THAT HE ACTE^ AS_. , 

u - L FX-102 REC-34 V ^ 

OVERALL MEDICAL ADMINISTRATOR M AT ATTICA DURING THE PERTINENT ' 

PERIOD AND HAD IN HIS POSSESSION A QUANTITY OF RECORDS PER-- 

TAINING TO INMATES TREATED. HE STATED HE WOULD MAKE THEM 22 OCT 22 1971 
E ND OF PAGE ONE " “* “ 


b;? oci '^9 




• I 






H 


L 



PAGE TWO 

AVAILABLE TO THIS OFFICE ON OCT. TWENTYTWO, NEXT. HE ALSO FUR¬ 
NISHED THE NAMES OF THE SURGICAL TEAM Tg$£*W3RKED WITH HIM AT 
ATTICA DURING THE PERTINENT PERIOD. , ' 

ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO HAVE ALL MOVIE AND STILL 
PICTURES CONCERNING THE RETAKING OF THE FACILITY AMD ITS 
AFTERMATH AND STATEMENTS AND REPORTS FROM NYSP OFFICERS MADE 
AVAILABLE TO THIS OFFICE THROUGH NEW YORK STATE DEPUTY ATTORNEY 
GENERAL ROBERT FISCHER AT ATTICA. 

CONTACTS ARE BEING MADE WITH OTHER AREA LAW 
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES WHO HAD MEN AT THE SCENE OF THE RIOT TO 03TAIN 
AVAILABLE REPORTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS, IF THEY POSSESS SAME. 

P. 

END 

KPT FBI WASH 


CLR 
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PLAINTEXT 


TELETYPE 


10/23/71 

__ 1 - Mr. McGowan 

IMMEDIATE ") 


TO: SACS, WFO (44-861) 

BUFFALO (44-592) 


ATTENTION: SAC GAMBLE 



FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI 

ST£> 6>0 5“— 9/ 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 
ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), 
NEW YORK; UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA; SUMMARY 


PUNISHMENT - CIVIL RIGHTS. 


REWFOTEL OCTOBER TWENTY-TWO, LAST. 


b6 

b7C 


WFO INTERVIEW 


OTHERS WHO ACCOMPANIED^ 


ATTICA FOR THE 


NAMES OF DOCTORS AND NURSES WHO MAY HAVE STATED THEY 
WITNESSED PRISONERS' INJURIES. ALL SUCH DOCTORS AND NURSES 
NAMED SHOULD BE INTERVIEWED. 


Tolson - 

Felt_ 

Rosen _ 

Mohr_ 

Bishop _ 

Miller, E.S. _ 
Callahan — 

Casper- 

Conrad 

Dal bey- 

Cleveland — 

Ponder_ 

Bates__ 

Tavel _ 

Walters_ _ 

Soyars- 

Tele. Roqoj^ 

; Holmes_ 

Gandy - T — 


CLMrmcp (MtjJ 


ES3PRAA suiJiAU j , '-r-\ 

fiOMMUMCAinCf-S SLCitoal 

DOT 2 y 1977 s & 

i ' l * 


Mi l 
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NR012 WF PLAIN 

430PM UR&€lfT 10-22-71FMK 


TO DIRECTOR 


federal bureau of invests, vr.c.'j 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


OCT 221971 


ELEIj'i 


^ BUFFALO (44-S92) ATTENTION : SAC J .H. GAMBLE 
FROM WASHINGTON FIELD (44-861) 3P 


UNSUBS; CORRECTIONAL OFF I CERS f ^TJI CA„ CQRRECTION ftL_ 

FACILIUU-ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORtK ; UNKNOWN VICTIM 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Pelt__ 

Mr. Rnspw . . 

Mr. Mohr_.__ 

Mr. Bishop _ 

Mr. Miller, ES_ 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. • '•>. y_ 

Mr. Clev^. 

Mr. Wiinerx ^ 1 * 

Mr. Soyars_ 

Tele. Boom_ 

Miss Holmes^*’ 
Miss Ganriv j/y 


INMATES OF ATTICA; SUMMARY PUNISHMENT -CIVIL RIGHTS. 


RE WFO TEL TO DIRECTOR, OCTOBER TWENTYONE LAST. 






( J .J<v& 


_| A MEMBER OF THE FACULTY OF 

HOWARD UNIVERSITY MEDICAL SCHOOL, WDC , ADVISED THAT AT THE 
REQUEST OF DR. EMERSON WALDEN, PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL 


MEDICAL ASSOCIATION (NMA) , SHE AND TWO OTHER INDIVIDUALS, 


b6 

b7C 




HOWARD UNIVERSITY, WDC, WENT TO THE ATTICA 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY AS REPRESENTATIVES OF THAT ASSOCIATION 
TO OBSERVE AND ADMINSTER MEDICAL TREATMENT TO THE INMATES. _ ______ 


PRIOR TO DEPARTING WDC, SHE WAS ASSUtfED THAT THE DELEGATION 
WOULD BE ADMITTED INTO THE PRISON. UPON ARRIVING AT ACF ON 
SEPTEMBER ELEVEN LAST, HER DELEGATION WAS DENIED ADMITTANCE 
END PAGE ONE 


,«K-^ 







page two 



TO THE PRISON. THEY STAYED AT ACF UNTIL MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 
THIRTEEN LAST, DEPARTED FOR WDC WHEN IT BECAME OBVIOUS THAT 
THEY WERE NOT GOING TO BE ADMITTED TO THE PRISON. 

ON SEPTEMBER FOURTEEN LAStJ a/AS REQUESTED 

TO RETURN TO ACF WITH ANY AVAILABLE MEDICAL HELP TO ADMINISTER 


TO THE INMATES. UPON ARRIVING AT ACF ON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 


FIFTEEN LAST, THEY WERE AGAIN DENIED ADMITTANCE. WHILE AT 
ACF, ON THIS SECOND OCCASION, SHE SPOKE TO SEVERAL DOCTORS 
THAT HAD COME INTO THE FACILITY TO RENDER MEDICAL TREATMENT. 
THESE DOCTORS TOLD HER THAT SEVERAL OF THE INMATES HAD BEEN 
BEATEN BY THE GUARDS AND STATE TROOPERS. THE DOCTORS WITH 



NEW YORK. 


b6 

b7C 


END PAGE TWO 
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_ ADVISED THAT SHE DID NOT WITNESS ANY 

INMATES BEING BEATEN BY PRISON GUARDS OR NEW YORK STATE 
POLICEMEN. 

b6 

LEADS: BUFFALO. AT BUFFALO. WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEW b7C 

FOR INFORMATION THEY 

HAVE CONCERNING BRUTALITY BY PRISON GUARDS AND STATE TROOPERS. 

AT BATAVIA, NEW YORK. WILL INTERVIEW 
FOR INFORMATION HE HAS CONCERNING BRUTALITY BY PRISON GUARDS 
AND STATE TROOPERS. 

ADMINISTRATIVE. 

FD THREE ZERO TWO BEING FORWARDED BY FACSIMILE TO BUFFALO. 

END 

BJM FBI WASH DC 










^ERAL “nVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 
A»he request of tne 

we are investigating the P ^ retaking of 
r A«U" “"orrectional Facility 

r^Ste^fl0-?2 h point V s S oar 

tion conducted ... i nrison in connec- 

rdTe'SduPli^edl Of 26 i-ates e _ 

hospitalized as r ^ gh £ ed re ’ lease of medical 
quently died, re{used to furnish release 

r o"o" attorneys. Six desired to con- 

S "cTwUtd»naw enforcement 
-Shaving representative at scene of 

riot 1 during pertinent P er ‘°f “ n ‘^ l “qu!sted 
New York State Police advised all reque 
records will be made available 10-23-7F 
Investigation continuing and you will b 
kept advised of pertinent development . 
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FROM SAC J. H. GAMBLE, BUFFALO (44-592) 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; /fj 

.UN Sti&g y CORRECTIONAL OFFI CERS , 7, TTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

/ New York;””” 

Q (ACF) , ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY) , \rrY~. ; UNKNOWN VICTIMS - 

INMATES OF ATTICA, SUMMARY PUNISHMENT, CIVIL RIGHTS. 

!) 

\ j Reference My Teletype October 

$£&&&. TWENTY ONE LAST AND TELEPHONE CALL TODAY 


BASED ON INTERVIEW BY WASHINGTON FIELD OR 


ton, D. C. , 



FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION TODAY: 

COLORED PHOTOGRAPHS OF ACTIVITIES AT PRISON IN CONNECTION" 

SHERIFFS OFFICE 

WITH SECURING FACILITY OBTAINED FROM MONROE COUNTY AND BEING 
DUPLICATED. 

OF TWENTYSIX PRISON INMATES HOSPITALIZED, E.J. MEYER MEM¬ 
ORIAL HOSPITAL, BUFFALO, N.Y., AS A RESULT OF RIOT, THREE 
SUBSEQUENTLY DIED. FOURTEEN INMATES HAVE FURNISHED RELEASE, OF 
MEDICAL RECORDS, THREE HAVE REFUSED AND REFUSED TO. FURNISH 
ATTORNEYS NAMES, WHILE SIX HAVE INDICATED THEY DESIRE TO CONSULT 
WITH ATTORNEY BEFORE SIGNING WAIVER. EFFORTS BEING MADE,TO CON¬ 
TACT ATTORNEYS FOR LATTER SIX TO OBTAIN NECESSARY RELEASE. 


rwe, TODAY, INVESTIGATION UNDERWAY TO LOCATE AND IN- 

- $~<9 £ zr - 


TERVIEW DOCTORS WHOSE NAMES V.'ER 
WITH ADDITIONAL LAW ENFORCEME 



&A& W - >■ 4 

NT AGENCIES HAVING REPRES^ 


H CONTACT 



AT SCENE OF RIOT DURING PERTINENT PERIOD HAS CONTI NUED.'S OCT 27 1S71 

New York State Police _ 

W9f ADVISE ALL REQUESTED RECORDS V/ILL BE MADE AVAtt^m,!?' 


OC, 


mjxJk 



EXT. 


P. 


. j 1 ^ 

:/f ' ' 

i . 


END 










NR 00 1 BU PLAIN 
705PM URGENT 13-23-71 PXM 
TO DIRECTOR 

FROM ^AC J.H. GAMBLE, BUFFALO (44-592) IP 

n 

UNSUBS, CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA CORRECTIONAL 
FACILITY, ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), MEW YORK ; UNKNOWN VICTIMS 
INMATES OF ATTICA, SUMMARY PUNISHMENT, CIVIL RIGHTS. 


| Mr. Tolson. 

Mr. Felt__ 

j Mr. Eosen_ 
Mr. Mohr— 
j Mr. Bishop. 


Mr. Miller, ES— 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Ca»per_ 

Mr. Conrad_—_ 

' Mr. D- Vy_L_ 

1 Mr. Clav:jlarf3j._ 

Mr. Prm r,Jr fJ 
Mr. 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. Soyars_ 

! Tele. Room__ 


i Miss Holmes. 


Miss Gandy_ 



REMYTEL, OCT. TWENTYTWO, LAST. 

FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION TODAY i 
FOUR D0CTORS_WHOSE NAMES WERE FURNISHED BY 

1 INTERVIEWED AND FURNISHED NO FIRST HAND INFO RE 
BEATINGS, BUT OBSERVED SOME INJURIES SUFFERED BY INMATES. 



b 

b 



TWO ADDITIONAL WAIVERS RECEIVED FROM INMATES ATTORNEYS 

FOR ACCESS TO EDWARD J. MEYER MEMORIAL HOSPITAL RECORDS. 

[ATTORNEYS FOR THREE INMATES REFUSED TO PERMIT WAIVERS. 

ARRANGEMENTS MADE TO 03 T A^JQJPI TAL RECORDS OF INMATE PATIENTS 

WHO FURNISHED WAIVERS THIjF~EVE':fl NG . jBEG* — 

— S~~ i? C? P ^ Jj 

APPROXIMATELY FIFTY PER CENT OF FILMED MATERIAL AND %& oCT 1971 

RECORDS IN POSSESSION OF NYSP OBTAINED. 

EFFORTS COiHINUITTG TO OBTAIN REMAINDER. 

\ 





P 
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TO DIREC 


;cjoft 


y NEW YORK 
1 BUFFALO 

(ATTENTION SAC J . H . GAMBLE) (44-592) 
FROM WASHINGTON FIELD (44-861) (P ) 


Mr. Tnlsn n 

Mr. Pelt_ 

Mr. Rnspn 

Mr. Mohr __ j 

Mr. Bishop_ 

Mr. Mi'lsr. ES_j 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Casper__ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr.) ,_ 

Mr. Clovah-.-m T) 

Mr. Sst33 

Mr. '//alters_ 

51 '. tljyars_ 

Tele. Room 
M ss Holmes 
| Miss Gandy_ 


-41 


UNKNOWN 

FACIUX 


SUBJECTS? CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA CORRECTIONAL ^ 
L, ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY) NEW YORK, UNKNOWN VICTIMS- j. 


INMATES OF ATTICA, SUMMARY PUNISHMENT-CIVIL RIGHTS. 


RE BUFFALO TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR OCTOBER TWENTY FOUR LAS 


C<-‘ 



ACCOMPAINEI 


TCI ATTICA 


CORRECTIONAL FACILITY ON SEPTEMBER FIFTEEN LAST AS A MEMBER 
OF THE NATIONAL MEDICAL ASSOCIATION DELEGATION FROM WASHINGTON 


b6 

b7C 


D.C. ON INSTANT DATE 


OF MEDICINE, ADVISED THa 


jlOWARD UNIVERSITY SCHOOL 

IS IN NEW YORK CITY ON 

- y V- 0 b 0 S - 



AN ELECTIVE ASSIGNMENT. HIS EXAC|^0CAT^N /S UN}[NOWN. TO 
HOWARD UNIVERSITY AT THIS TIME BUtP BELIEVES \U 


HOWARD UNIVERSITY AT THIS TIME BIT 
WORKING WITH 


lT COLUMBIA PRESBYTERIANS OCT 27 1971 


HOSPITAL, ONE SIX SEVEN STREET AND BROADWAY, NEW YORK, NEJiLJOW?*™* 
LEADS » NEW YORK. AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK. WILL LOCATE 
AND INTERVIEW TATE AND SUREP TO BUREAU AND BUFFALO 


6XC FBI WASnDC 











October 20, 1971 


GENERAL INVESTITIVE DIVISION 


At request of Civil Rights Division, we 
are conducting limited investigation of 
possible abuse of inmates in connection with 
retaking of the Attica, New York, Correctional 
Facility on 9-13-71. Investigation requested 
by Department includes contacting state 
officials for pertinent information, obtaining 
any pictures taken of the retaking of the 
Facility, obtaining medical reports on injured 
inmates, interviewing several doctors who 
reportedly had received complaints or observed 
inmate abuse, and obtaining any official 
reports of the retaking activities. 

Pursuant to the Director's instructions, 
this investigation is under the personal 
supervision of SAC Gamble of the New York 
Office who is in Buffalo handling it. 

Attached sets forth appropriate instruc¬ 
tions from SAC Gamble to offices involved 
initiating the investigation. 

Investigation is being vigorously 
pursued and you will be kept advised c*E 
pertinent developments. [K y 


EJM: smp 




if Jk 
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f FEDERAL! BUREAU. OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 




NR002 BU PLAIN 

12-05 PJ^MMEDIATE 10-20-71 JVV 
TO DIRECTOR 
ALBANY 
NEW YORK 

WASHINGTON FIELD 
FROM SAC J. H* GAMBLE* 

BUFFALO (44-592) 3P 




Mr 

Mr! 


Z_ 


jKJ 3 ! 

IK 

Mr. filler, ES_ 

Mr. Callahan 
Mr. Casner 

Mr. Conrad__ 

Mr. Dalbey. 


Mr. Clevel 
Mr. Pond' 
Mr. Batef, 
Mr. Tav" 


Mr. Walteri 
Mr. Soyara 
Tele. Room 



Miss Holmes- 
Miss Gandy_ 


6 


UNSUBS; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, ATTICA 


(WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK; UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA, 
SUMMARY PUNISHMENT, -WTT 


UL & 

RE BUREAU AIltTEL* OCT. NINETEEN, LAST AND BUFFALO TELPHONE 

/) 

CALLS TO BUREAU, ALBANY, NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON FIELD, TODAY. 


ALBANY, NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON FIELD SHOULD IMMEDIATELY 


INITIATE INVESTIGATION OUTLINED ^N REFERENCED BUREAU AIRTEL. 

- y - 3 3 O ST- f S 

FFICIAL REPORTS SET 


IN ADDITION, ALBANY 
FORTH IN ITEM SEVEN, PAGE 


DETERMINE -IF_ OFFICIAL REPORTS £ 

FX-±jt. J?tC-2 

FOWW’IJI? BUREAU AIRTEL ARE IN 




POSSESSION OF ROBERT FISCHER AND OBTAIN COPIES OR DETERMINE 22 OCT'SS. 1971 


location of such Reports if not in fischer’s possession. 

END PAGE ONE I 



2- 1971 



1 


/ 

‘ f 


MR. ROSEN FOR THE DIRECTOR 








*• 


* 


PAGE TWO 

ALBANY SHOULD ALSO ADVISE GOVERNOR NELSON ROCKEFELLER; 

SUPERINTENDENT WILLIAM KIRWIN, NYSP; COMMISSIONER OF CORRECTIONS 

RUSSELL G. OSWALD; AND COMMANDING GENERAL, NEW YORK STATE 

NATIONAL GUARD OF INITIATION OF INVESTIGATION, POINTING OUT 

Assistant r fet/eKAk 

INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED AT SPECIFIC REQUEST OF 


DAVID L. NORMAN, CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION, U.S. DEPT. OF JUS TICE. 
NEW YORK WILL IMMEDIATELY INTERVIEW 


INMATE OF GREENHAVEN CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, STORMVILLE, N.Y. 
WASHINGTON FIELD WILL INTERVIEW 


HOWARD UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL, WASHINGTON, D.C. AND IMMEDIATELY 
FURNISH NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF DOCTORS AND NURSES WHO HAVE 
WITNESSED INJURIES TO PRISONERS. 

BUFFALO WILL ADVISE SUPERINTENDENT VINCENT MANCUSI, 
ATTICA PRISON, MAJOR JOHN MONAGHAN CNA), COMMANDING OFFICER, 
TROOP "A", NYSP, BATAVIA, N.Y. 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS, ALL INQUIRIES 
FROM NEWS MEDIA OR OTHER SOURCES SHOULD BE ANSWERED THAT THIS 
INVESTIGATION IS BEING CONDUCTED AT THE SPECIFIC REQUEST OF 
AAG DAVID L. NORMAN, CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION, U.S. DEPARTMENT 
OF JUSTICE, AND NO FURTHER COMMENT SHOULD BE MADE. 

END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

ALBANY, NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON FIELD SHOULD SUBMIT A 
SUMMARY TELETYPE EACH DAY TO THE BUREAU AND BUFFALO. 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH BUREAU INSPECTIONS, RESULTS OF 
INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE INCORPORATED INTO FD THREE ZERO TWOS 
WHERE PERTINENT, AND EXPEDITIOUSLY FORWARDED TO THE BUFFALO 
OFFICE FOR INCLUSION IN A REPORT. 

SUFFICIENT MANPOWER SHOULD BE ASSIGNED TO ASSURE ALL 
LEADS ARE COVERED MOST EXPEDITIOUSLY. 

P. 

END 

GXC FBI WASHDC 


CG-MfL BATES. 








NR004^BU CODE 

63^PM NITEL 10-29-71 EWL 


DIRECTOR 


NEW YORK 

FROM BUFFALO (44-592) IP 


FvV.'VU, rtTv&U '€'■ 

•ceMy.uN:cAT.CNS r-*_ 


rr - imvejT'Gatipn 


OCT 29197k ^ 

T£LETy^ r . 


tj Mi'. Tolson_ 

! Mr. Pelt_ 

’ Mr. Rosen_ 

s Mr. Mohr_ 

a Mr. Bishop_ 

Mr. Miller, ES_ 

■i Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Dalbey_ 

Mr. ClevelaojK^” 
Mr. Ponder; «5y— 
Mr. Rates 

Mr. Tavel_1C 

Mr. Walters-i2fe 
Mr. Sovara 

Tele. Room_ 

8 f-ljjs Holmes_ 

1 Liisv Q..-C _ 

i • I 


U N S UB S t CORRECTIONA L O FFI CERS /“ATT ICACO R R E C TIONAL, F ACILITY... (A CF ) 


ATTICA (WY OMING COUNTY) A _NEW YORKiUNKNOw]l _VICiIWS—i{J-MAT£..OF 
ATTICA7~^0MT?Y“FUITrSTfMENT, CIVIL RIGHTS. 
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RE SAC J. H. GAMBLE TEL TO BUREAU, OCT. TwENT YFIVE, LAST. 

__ Jf E. J. MEYER 

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, BUFFALO, N. Y. MADE AVAILABLE TODAY HAND¬ 
WRITTEN RECORDS AND NOTES MADE BY VARIOUS MEDICAL PERSONNEL AFTER 
TOURING CELLS BLOCKS, CAPTIONED FACILITY, AND TURNED OVER TO HIM. 

NOT AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW UNTIL TUESDAY, NOV. /j 

TWO, NEXT DUE TO PROFESSIONAL COMMITMENTS. BUFFALO WILL INTERVIEW 

^LcJ- 9 6> 

AT EARLIEST POSSIBLE TIME AND SUREP. RECORDS BEING COPIED.——- 


END 


EJF FBI WASH DC 

b ' 


, ,. c/ 

>6 V 


to<r 












10/27/71* 



^pENERAL INVESTITIVE DIVISION 


In connection with investigation of alleged abuse 
of inmates during retaking of Attica, New York 
Correction Facility, Civil Rights Division requested we 
obtain all specific information of alleged prisoner 
abuse in possession of Legal Aid Society of New York. 

Attached sets forth that Edward Carr, Chief of 
Legal Aid; Society, New York., has stated he will 
furnish list of names of inmates who furnished state¬ 
ments but will not provide any other information 
pending receipt of answers to three items he has set 
forth in a letter to our New York Office. These are: | 

rvf' 


(1) He desires a statement as to scope and purpose of ^ 
investigation. (2) Reasons for request for .statements^ 
(3) Use to which this material may be put. “Upon f 
receipt of answers, Carr will contact inmates concerting] 
release of their statements and handle accordingly. * 

This was referred to Civil Rights Division which | 
advised that on receipt of letter from Carr, they would! 
contact him to resolve. New York Office being advisecr 
to inform Carr that contents of letter have been 
furnished to Civil Rights Division, which will contact 
him. No further action need be taken by Bureau at 
this time. SAC Gamble in Buffalo is being advised of j 


action taken. 










iFtDERAi; BUREAU! OF INVESTIGATION 

‘ " COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

OCT 2 7 1971 

TEUETYyf 

/ 

NR013 NY Pl/AIN 
145 PM 10-27-71 JLW 
TO DIRECTOR - IMMEDIATE 
- BUFFALO 44-592 ATT. SAC GAMBLE - URGENT 
WASHINGTON FIELD - NITEL 
ALBANY - NITEL 
FROM NEW YORK 44-2086 3P 



Mr. Mili'-r, ES— 

Mr. Callahan- 

Mr. Casper- 


Mr. 

^ Mr. 

' Mr. 

Mr. 

Hr. 

Cor rad_ 

( 9|lamU_ 

• Mr. 


Mr. 

f7a. lters____ 

Mr. 

Goyars_ 

Tele 

Sooin 

Miss 

hlolraes_ 

Misa*3andy _j 




& c 


Unknown subjects 

UNSUBS; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS 


,9i 


TTIC A CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 
ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK, UNKNOWN VICTIMS - 
INMATES_OF ATTICA, SUMMARY PUNISHMENT - CIVIL RIGHTS. 


.j 

J 



Telephone 

RE NEW .YORK TEL CALLS TO BUREA 


U^D BUFFALO, OCTOBER 

^ R£C- 32 

air OCTOBER TWENTYSIX, NINETEEN SEVENTYONE, ATTEMPT 


TWENTYSEVEN,* 'NINETEEN SEVENTYONE. 


& 


1 — ^ 

WAS MADE TO CONTACT 


' N l -l 

_ tLL / L 


, CARE OF OFFICE OFj 



L 


yy £■> £>~ 



COLUMBIA PRESBYTERIAN MEDICAL CENTER, 


END PAGE ONE 


C..:" — ^ _ 
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PAGE TWO 

ONE HUNDRED SIXTY SEVENTH STREET AND BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 

WOULD NOT 


NEW YORK. THQ 


INDICATE WHERE 


COULD BE LOCATED, BUT STATED SHE WOULD 


GET A MESSAGE TO HIM TO CONTACT THE FBI, NEW YORK. 

ON OCTOBER TWENTYSEVEN, NINETEEN SEVENTYONE, A 


FURTHER ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO CONTACT 


THROUGH 

OFFICE OF 


AT COLUMBIA PRESBYTERIAN 


MEDICAL CENTER. TH3 


STATED SHE HAD, THE DAY BEFORE, GIVEN TO|_ 
TO CONTACT THE FBI, NEW YORK. 

IN VIEW OF THE TWO ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT 


THE MESSAGE 


WITHOUT 


SUCCESS, AND THE FACT THAT HE WAS NOTIFIED OF THE ATTEMPTS, 


Unless advised to the contrary by the Bureau 


UACB, NO FURTHER ATTEMPTS W?LL'BE MADE TCV CONTACT! 


ON OCTOBER TWENTYSEVEN, NINETEEN SEVENTYONE, SPECIAL 
AGENT[ IrECEIVED A LETTER DATED OCTOBER 


TWENTYSIX, NINETEEN SEVENTYONE, FROM EDWARD Q. CARR, JR., 
ATTORNEY IN CHIEF OF THE LEGAL AID SOCIETY, NEW YORK, 

NEW YORK. LETTER SENT VIA FACSIMILE TO BUREAU AND BUFFALO. 


b6 
b7C 



b7C 



b7C 


END PAGE TWO 











PAGE THREE 


NEW YORK DIVISION IS ACKNOWLEDGING SUCH LETTER, 

WHEREIN IT WILL ADVISE MR. CARR THAT HIS REQUEST IS BEING 
FORWARDED TO DAVID L. NORMAN, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
AND THAT HE WILL BE ADVISED OF THE RESULTS. 

END 

ATTACHMENT SENT VIA FACSIMILE 

MSE 

FBI WASH DC 


0 


<—m 

y 

/' / ) //.' 15 






XTTriv 

- ' ->vrv'X 

/•lY' :'i A ". 

ir 1 ''; , ‘it-'* •■■•• 

£ •»?..».- ‘ 1 ■ yJ. 

**• •< * - - •. n«»Y8 


■■■_ &bi/ 

TELEPHONE, 
BARCLAY y .2755 


Legal Aid Society# 

Eleven Park Place 3 
New York, N, y. 10007 


Coward Q. Carr, Jr., attorn'CV-ik-Chiei, 
Mary 6. Tarchzr, a 1 *ajataht attorniy-in-chu? 


ORISOX S. MaEOEN 

Crtainnn’! vf the Ba.ird 

LEON SlLVERMAN 

iVcsLfctf 

Petek H. Kamintr 
Robert McKay 
Sheldon Glicnj's 
Powell Piurvoint 

VicC'Proiiler.ti 

Harold H. Ktaly. Jr. : 


Leonard B. Sand 

Arfhittnt Treasurer 

Samuel W. Murphy. Jr. 

SeerctdTj 

Mrs. Edward S. Edwards “ 

Assluar .t Sura ary 


October 26, 1971 


Federal Bureau of Invest! 
New York Division 
201 East 69th Street 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear I 


vestigation 
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This will acknowledge your request for copies 
of the statements taken since September 17 by Legal 
Add lawyers from prisoners who were at Attica Stare 
Prison on September 13, 1971. As I , T 

and I agreed last Wednesday, we will be getting to 
you as soon as possible a list of those prisoners 
whom our staff lawyers have interviewed.- 

We are taking steps forthwith to put to the 
prisoners interviewed your request of last Friday 
for copies of all their statements. In that con¬ 
nection it will be helpful to give to them in your 
own words a statement concerning the purpose and 
scope of your enquiry, the reason for your request 
for their statements and the uses to which they may 
be put. I would hope to hayour statement by the 
morning of October 29. 

As we pointed out to. you last week the Legal 
Aid staff will not be able to continue as counsel 
for any individual Attica prisoner because of the 
many conflicts»of interest that have developed in . 
our interview with them. A group of New York bar 


--- £> <? & & < 




Him 







associations is putting together a panel of lawyers 
to take on the role of counsel for any prisoners 
who desire further representation. I expect that 
the replies to your request will not be forthcoming 
until after those lawyers have had an opportunity 
to consult with their clients. 

Please let us know of any further ways in which 
we might assist in your'enquiries. 

. Very truly yours, 

£>dlcc*t 0'<V. 

‘ M{ EDWARD Q.%C&RR, JR. 

Attorney-ix^Chief ^t-o. 

B'QC ipw • * • - - - - C 

cc: Hon. David I*. Norman 


\HAND DELIVERY 











FFDkRAL BUREAU OF iNV.VTSAT:^ 

co,\iV;uiMiCATiOi'\ir> s:nrm 


Vfi 


r NR001 BU PLAIN 

5:06 PM URGEWf 10-25-71 DAT 


TO DIRECTOR 


ocr 24 1971 CT 
\r K 

:C "UE30GPE M 




FROM SAC J. H. GAMBLE, BUFFALO (44-592) IP 


UBS UBS, CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

T^F), A TTICA ^ NEW_YORK; UNKNOWN VICTIMS - 

• INMATES OF ATTICA, SUMMARY PUNISHMENT, CIVIL RIGHTS. 


ALL MEDICAL RECORDS OBTAINED BUFFALO DIVISION WITH 
EXCEPTION OF CRYPTIC MEDICAL NOTATIONS MADE BY SOME DOCTORS 


WHICH ARE IN POSSESSION OFj 


REQUESTED 


Mr. Tolson." ^ 

Mr. Felt__ 1 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Mohr_; 

Mr. Bishop_ 

Mr. Miller, ES_ 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper 
Mr. Conrad , 

Mr. Dal bey 1 

Mr. Cleveland!_ 

Mr. Ponder 
Mr. Bates NUj/ 
Mr. Tavel 
Mr. Walters, u 

Mr. Soyars_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 
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TIME TO ANALYZE THESE NOTES, WHICH HE STATED MAY OR MAY NOT 
HAVE SIGNIFICANCE AND WILL MAKE AVAILABLE WHEN TIME PERMITS. 

HE HAS BEEN ADVISED OF URGENCY OF MATTER. INDIVIDUAL CORRECTION 
OFFICERS' REPORTS LOCATED AND BEING DUPLICATED. 

PARTIAL LIST OF MOVIE AND STILL PICTURES OBTAINED FROM 
STATE POLICE THROUGH JUDGE ROBERT FISCHER. REMAINDER TO 
BE MADE AVAILABLE OCT. TWENTYSEVEN, NEXT. 

REPORT COMPLETED WITH EXCEPTION OF ABOVE PHOTQ^? jL/'c/' 
SUBMISSION DELAYED UNTIL SUCH PHOTOS OBTAINED. , 


\ w 

VI C/ 


IB NOV 2 1971 


EBR FBI WASH DC > 

58N0V9-1971 




i ,'<r 








' 1 .1 


/ rS 

t 


v 







"cL iTY-~L 


V 


f 


FROM SAC J. H. GAMBLE, BUFFALO (44-592) IP 

’JNSU3S; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA CORRECTIONAL 

y » ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), N E W YORK; U N K N 0 W N 
VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA, SUMMARY PUNISHMENT, CIVIL 
R IG HT S . 




RE WASHINGTON FIELD TELET YPE, OCTOBER TWENTYTHREE LAST. 
WHEN ADDRESS Oil 


HAS SEEN DETERMINED, NEW 


YORK IMMEDIATELY INTERVIEW AND SURER TO BUREAU AND BUFFALO. 

P. 


I f i 



MSS 

FBI WASH DC 


*FC . 4 I 

v:e MOV 2 IS71 








,b .* 


fsKSR* 

' ite •" M 


rtOERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

CiOJVjMliNlj^IQN^ SECTION. 


0CT^3197V 


008 PLAIN 

•. ’1^ ; •' - * « ' ; 

;i;i :29.PM URQTlNT •: 10-23-7 1 ASW 
fO DIREpWR- ' -'«**■ 

T BWFALO ATT: SAC GAMBLE 


* Mr- Token_ 

Mr. Pelt._ 

; v-.; p : Mr. Roa m 1 

Mr. Moh r 

Mr. Bishop__:_I 

bb',b' :■ Mr. Miller, E S _ 

Mr. Callahan_ 

:V''r i v T Mr. Casper___ 

Mr. Conrad_t 

Mr. Dalbev 
Mr. Clevela n d j f 
' ; ’. Mr. PondejK / 

• Mr. Batea£25§l 

y Mr. Tav of^ 

Mr. Walters_Z 

9 Mr. Soyars... , 

Tele. Room ^ 

Miss Holmes_ 

f Miss Gandy_2 


FROM, WASHINGTON FIELD 


UNSUBS; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA CORRECTIONAL 
.F ACILITY , ^ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY) , NEW YORK, UNKNOWN VICTIMS 
INMATES OF ATTICA, SUMMARY PUNISHMENT, CIVIL RIGHTS. 


;RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO WFO INSTANT DATE. 


OF THE NATIONAL MEDICAL ASSOCIATION DELEGATION AT ATTICA 


1 / 

&'A 
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CORRECTIONAL FACILITY INTERVIEWED THIS DATE AND UNABLE TO 

isoVIDE NAMES OF ANY DOCTORS AND NURSES WHO MAY HAVE STATED 

: 1 • 

'HEY WITNESSED PRISONERS’ INJURIES. 

. !ir OF THIS DELEGATION, CURRENTLY IN 

NEW YORK 'CITY, EXACT WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN. WILL BE ON ASSIGN- 


v W 

\V'v 


b6 
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(MENT IN NEW YORK FOR NEXT THREE MONTHS. KDDRESS. WILL __ , n 

.b v,. S£\ J U 

BE AVAILABLE TUESDAY, OCTOBER TWENTY, @WETEEN. SEVENTf ONE. 

b WFO WILL.JSE^OUJ LEAD BY SEPARATE COMMUNICATION TO HAVE gE NOV 2 1971 

b . 'b. : '■ i V . 

INTERVIEWED AT NEW YORK WHEN ADDRESS OBTAINED. 


'BR FBI WASH DC A , 

Ji - » r ' Lc 






/ /»*<**■ 
■n * v# 











(Rev. 




Sii&i'm'M 


INC OFFICE 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


BUFFALO 


BUFFALO 


t YiTLE OF CASE ■ ^ 

^UNSUBSy. Correctional Officers . 

& A iAica^c^xecM cnaX' Fa c i 1 i t y 

Attica (Wyoming County )J New York 
'UNKNOWN VICTIMS 
.Inmates of Attica ■. 


REPORTM ADE' : BV>! 

•Vo 

THOMAS M. 5SEAUGHNESSY '"•••' 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


7 'J , summary punishment 

, CIVIL RIGHTS 


'^iTyPEDEY,. 


I scaw 


REFERENCE? Bureau airtel to BuffaI?T>^^10/19/? : I 


ENCLOSURES 


TO BUREAU 


.a. /' , i/V/v o W -: / 

*% % V ■: Vv /,/ 

i <rq*: fk 


Enclosed for the Bureau are'the following? 

Four (h) co pies of handwritten medi cal 

reports Iron I (3 


-tS^MENTS CLAIMED 


SAVING 


no ne_|acq un- 

RECOVERIES | TALS 




SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CH ARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


Notations 


■rssiRo 





























BU 44-^92 


- ' • * J . .. 

i 

. * » 

» I. 
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ENCLOSURES (Continued) 


Four (4) copies of transcripts of 

an tons j es performed by;_ 

I [ regarding MELVIN DUVALL GRAY; 

WILLIAM ALLEN; WILLIE WEST; ALLEN 
DURHAM; CARLOS PRESCOTT; KENNETH 
MALLOY; EMANUEL JOHNSON; MILTON 
MERRYWEATHER; MELVIN WARE 

Four- (4) copies of autopsy report 
of I I regarding 

JOSE MEMTIGO 

Four (4^ copies of autopsy report 
oj I regarding 

ROBERT J. HANIGAN 


Four 

( 4 ) copies 

of 

autopsy report 




]regarding 

TURN 

BARNES 



Four 

(4) copies 

of 

autopsy report 

0# [_ 



Jregarding 

JAMES 

ROBINSON 



Four 

(4) copies 

of 

_autopsy report 

off 



] regarding 

HAROLD THOMAS 


• 


Fou r (4_) copies of aut opsy report 

of [_] regarding 

BERNARD DAVIS 


Fo ur (4A copies of autopsy report 

off_] regard ing 

LORENZO MC NEIL 

Four (M) mni ps nf niifnn.qy report 

of |_1 regarding 

SAMUEL MELVILLE . 

Fo ur f_4) copies of au topsy report 
off 1 regarding 

CHARLES LUNDY 

■ -C- 

COVER PAGE 


(B-2b) 


(B-2b) 


(B-2b) 


(B-2b) 


(B-2b) 


(B-2b) 


(B-2b) 


(E-2.b) 


(B-2b) 

(B-2b) 










ENCLOSURES (Continued) 


Fou r (4) copies of aut opsy report 


of 1 

[regarding 

RAFAEL JASQUEZ 

of autopsy report 

oft* m CCCi£i! ' 

Iregarding 

WILLIE FULLER 

Four (4) copies 

of autopsy report 

of 

I regarding 

ELLIOTT BARKLEY 


Four (41 conies 

of .autopsy report 


| regarding 


ALFRED L. WILLIAMS 
Four L4-A e.onip.q nf an 

of L_ 

THOMAS HICKS 


Fo ur £4) copies of aut oosv report 


of 

[regarding 

SANTO SANTIAGO 


Four (4) copies of autopsy report 

ofl 

lrega rding 

RAYMOND RIVERA 


Four (41 copies of 

autopsy report 

ofl 

_] regarding 

BARRY J. SCHWARTZ 


Four (41 copies of 

autopsy report 

off 

_|rega - rding 

MICHAEL PREVATERA 


Four (41 copies of 

autopsy report 

ofl 

|regarding 

MARTIN GIDELL 

« 

Four (4) copies of 

autopsy report 

ofl_:_ 

1 regarding 


ALLEN DURHAM 


£opsy report 
regarding 


(B-2b) 

(B-2b) 

(B~2b) 

(B-2b) 

(B-2b) 

(B-2b) 

(B-2b) 

(B-2b) 

(B-2b) 

(B-2b) 

(B~2b) 


-D- 

COVER PAGE 
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% 

Bu 44-592 ■ . . 


ENCLOSURES (Continued) 


Four (4) copies of medical reports 
regarding Attica Correctional Fa cility 
(ACF) from Captain 


Four (4) copies each of l^'meiical 
reports of prisoners at Meyer 
Memorial Hospital 

Four -C4V . report s. of[__ _ 

_r ii/i5/7i 

New York State Police regarding riot 


Four (4) reports of Chief Inspector 
G. L.. INFANTS, lt/8/71 regarding ACF- 
Police Action 


Four U±1 rpnn ftS of 

10 / 7 / 7 T 7 Abstract of EvanET 


at R CF 


.ilQiJ.J2._lij.i- 


reports of _ 

10/6/71, Activities Attica 


State Prison Detail 


' Four (4) reports of "Major J. W. MONAHAN, 
10/ 1/7 1, A CF-Riot Int e 1 lige nee » 


Four (4) reports Major J. W. MONAHAN, 
9/19/71 - ACF 


,Hanx._L4.1 1 reports of Cap tain [ 

_ i 9/17/71, Briefing - State 

Police Plan of Action - 9/13/71, ACF 


Four (4) copies each of 270 
interviews of New York State 
Police officers by other New 
York'State Police officers 


Four (4) copies of report of New 
York State Correction Department 


(B-3) 

(B-4) 

(c-1) 

(C-l) 

(c-i) 

(c-i) 

(C-l) 

(C-l) 

(C-l) 


(C-la) 


(C-2) 
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ENCLOSURES (Continued) 

Four (4) copies of Nev; York State. 

Array and Air National Guard Report (C-3) 

Four (4) copies of Monroe County 

Sheriff's Office report (C-4) 

Four (4) copies of 436 New York State 
Correction Officer's reports plus one 

Miscellaneous Correlating Material (C-5) 

Four (4) copies of three State Park 

Police Reports (C--6) 


LEAD 

BUFFALO 


AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 
Will maintain contact with 


relarive 


to the notes , handwritten and otnerwise, xn "FTis possession, 
prepared by numerous other doctors relative to their obser¬ 
vations of prisoners, and promptly submit them to the Bureau 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


Exhibit A 


Two motion pictures, eight millimerer 
taken 9/13/71 


(A-l) 


128 color photographs taken by Monroe 
County, Nev; York Sheriff's Office, 

numbered MC 1 through MC 128 (A-2) 

346 - 35 millimeter color elides, 
known as Trays A through E, taken 

by the New York State Police (A-2) 

89 duplicate and dud slides of the 

above 346 • . (A-2) 



b7C 


-F- 

COV'ER PAGE 






t ♦ 


BU 44-592 

ADMINISTRATIVE (Continued) 

143 color photographsj known as "E" 


Series^ taken by New York State Police (4-2) 

60 - 3"x5" color photographs taken 
by New York State Police Officer 

T ' (A-2) 

118 - 35 millimeter color slides (4-2) 

122 - 8"xl0" black and white 

photographs (4-2) 

46l 8">:10" black and white 

photographs (4-2) 

Two video tapes, taken 9/13/71 (4-3) 

Two video tapes received 10/27/71 

regarding 9 / 13 / 7-1 incident . (A- 3 ) 


These exhibits have been submitted separately 
to the FBI Laboratory by courier. 

Exhibit B - Medical"Records 


1. FrorrJ 


2. Autopsy reports 

a. Hostages 

b. Prisoners 
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ADMINISTRATIVE (Continued) 

3- Prom Captain _[re ACF 

medical reports 

Exhibit C - Official Law Enforcement Reports 

1. New York State Police Command Reports 

la. New York State Police officer reports 

2. New York State Correction Department Report 

3 . New York State Army and Air National Guard 
Report 

4. Monroe County Sheriff's Office Report 

5. 436 New York State Correction Officer's reports 
plus one miscellaneous correlating material 

6. Three State Park Police Reports 

New York airtel to Bureau, 10/22/71, enclosed the 
complete court transcript of a hearing and all pleadings 
introduced in the case entitled "INMATES OF THE ACF, ET AL, 
VERSUS ROCKEFELLER, ET AL, HEARING IN USDC, WDNY, AT BUFFALO, 
NEW YORK." 

The New York Office h?s been instructed by SAC 
JOSEPH H. GAMBLE to interview Judge HARRY D. GOLDMAN on 
IO/ 29 / 7 .I at the New York University Medical Center. GOLDMAN 
is presently a surgical patient at that institution. 

The New York Office has also been instructed by 
SAC GAMBLE to maintain contact with LEAN SILVERMAN, Legal 
Aid Society, New York City, New York and obtain all specific 
information in his files regarding the alleged beatings 
or shooting of inmates. 

records obtained from 
ew York State Department 

of Correction Facilities were sent to the Bureau by airtel, 
dated 10/22/71, by the Albany Office. 

Five copies of this report have been designated for 
Buffalo since it is possible that after the Civil Rights 
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ADMINISTRATIVE (Continued) 


Division of the Department has reviewed.the information in 
this report, requests for further investigation will be 
made at Albany, Buffalo and New York City. 

No copy of this report has been designated for 
the USA, Buffalo, since request for the limited investiga¬ 
tion emanated from the Department. However, if the Department 
requests that the USA subsequently be furnished with a copy, 
the Buffalo Office will be in a position to furnish this copy. 

All persons contacted in this investigation were 
advised that the inv.e-S.-ti ga r.i on _waa_hei.ng conducted at the 
specific request of|_ ] Civil Rights 

Division, U.S. Department of Justice. 

_ Photographic copy of medical records obtained from 

I [ New York State Department 

of Correctional Facilities submitted to the-Bureau by the 
Albany Office by airtel, dated 10/22/71. 


On October 


1971j the Albany Office furnished 


the following information: ■ 

Representatives of New York State Governor NELSON 
A. ROCKEFELLER, New York State"Department of Correction 
Facilities, Superintendent of New York State Police WILLIAM 
KIRWAN and . AdjudantGeneral ROBERT MURPHY, New York State 
Army National Guard, were advised that this investigation 
was being conducted. 

On October 20, 1971, _ Albany, 

New York, was advised that this investigation was being 
conducted and he- offered his complete cooperation. 


_!*_ 
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Dote: 

Field Office File ft: 
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Cha ra c. t e r : 
Synopsis: 


This document contains neither i 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF .INVESTIGATION 


THOMAS M. SHAUGHNESSY Office: Buffalo. Nev; York 

10/27/71 i 

! 

44~392 Bureau File 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, 

Correctional Officers, 

Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica (Wyoming County), New York; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - 
Inrna tec of Attica 


SUMMARY PUNISHMENT, CIVIL RIGHTS 


At approximately 9:00 AM on 9/9/71, over 1200 
inmates of the Attica Correctional Facility 
(ACF), 1 Attica, N.Y., took command of the facility, 
and captured 38 hostage's - guards and civilian 
employees. These 1200 inmates comprised slightly 
more than 50 per cent of the entire prison popu¬ 
lation. The ACF is comprised of four major cell 
’•locks known as !! A," n B," "0,” and n D. " During 
9/9/71, prison employees and NYSP officers were 
able to secure about half the prison. The rioting 
inmates .controlled blocks n B" and "D" Negotiations 
with the inmates vere maintained from 9/9-12/71. 

Prison officials agreed to 28 demands of the 
inmates. The inmates refused to release the 
hostages and the prison officials refused to grant 
total amnesty from all potential criminal prosecu¬ 
tion stating that they did n#t have this authority. 
Convicts made weapons. ■ At 9:46 AM on 9/13/71, 

N.Y. State Corrections Commissioner RUSSELL G. 

OSWALD ordered the NYSP to commence assault on 
Cell Blocks ”B" arid "D. " The primary assault was 
handled by 2?0 NYSP. Firearms were discharged 
by these officers. Autopsy reports revealed that 
nine hostages and 28 inmates died of gunshot wounds. 
One guard had died before the assault due to injuries 
suffered at the hands of the inmates and three inmates 
were found who had died of multiple knife wounds 
inflicted by other inmates prior to the assault. 
Governor NELSON ROCKEFELLER of New York appointed 
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Synopsis: a panel under Judge HARRY D. GOLDMAN, AD, 

(Continued) Fourth Department, New York State Supreme 
Court, to insure the constitutional rights 
of.the prisoners were protected. Five members 
of the GOLDMAN panel interviewed. Three' inmates interviewed, 
along with several doctors who treated the injured inmates 
■after the riot, and three members of the Legal Aid Society 
of New York City, N.Y., who interviewed a number of the 
inmates subsequent to the riot. Motion pictures, still 
photographs, video tapes of the assault and the aftermath 
obtained. Medical records and autopsy reports, along 
with copies of legal proceedings instituted by the inmates 
after the riot obtained. Official reports of law enforce¬ 
ment agencies participating in the.retaking of ACF obtained. 
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Details: This is a limited investigation relative to 

the events occurring after 9:46 AM on 
September 13, 1971, at the Attica Correctional 
Facility (ACF), Attica, New York. It is to be noted that 
9:46 AM on September 13, 1971, was the time that the New 
York State Police and other lav: enforcement officers started 
the retaking of the ACF, which had been taken over by the 
inmates on September 9, 1971- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


- 1 - 


Date _ IQ/23/71 


I___ b New York 

State Correctional Facility, Attica, New York, was advised 
of the nature and purpose of the investigation being 10 ' 

conducted. 


,_ advised that he was|_ 

; "[Superintendent VINCENT R. MANCUSI, who 

'was curren tl yon a short vacation. 


0n 10/20/71 Attica. New York _Pile # Buffalo 44-592 


-Date dictated — 7Y _ 


- (o - 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


- 1 - 


Date 


IQ/21 /71 


"A 


n 


Major JOHN F. MONAHAN,, Commanding Officer, Troop 


, New 

by SA|_ 

in this matter. 


York State police. was contacted and 
that investigation was 


was advised 
initiated 


being 


On 


by 


IQZgQ/Zl at _ Batavia, New York 


SAs 


nd 



/JLB ;caw 


.File # Buffalo 44-^92 
Date dictated-10/21/71 


0 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
-1- Date_ 10724/71 


I_ ^ _I Attica 

Correctional Facility (ACF), made available an aerial 
photograph of the ACF and pointed out the primary aspects 
of the facility, including those which were damaged and/or 
destroyed by the prisoners. He noted that the cell blocks 
are numbered as they were constructed. He pointed out 
the Times Square area, which is the terminus of the four 
passageways connecting the various blocks. 

He noted "D" Yard as being the area where the 
riotous prisoners assembled. He identified further 
buildings which had been damaged, noting that Building 
Number One was the Vocational School Facility. It was 
burned, but not until after the prisoners had used the 
grinders and other tools to fashion weapons. 


Building Number Two was the Chapel-Auditorium 
from which the prisoners pulled the tear gas containers 
in the cells and burned the storage area. 

Building Number Three was the Machine and 
Carpenter Shop, which was completely "gutted" and it 
is believed structurally damaged to probably be unusable. 

Building Numbers Four and Five were storage 
areas and the upper floors in both buildings were damaged 
by fire. 


Building Number Six is a Paint Shop. This was 
not too badly damaged because when they tried to burn 
a paint bake oven, the CO2 fire extinguisher system 
came on and the prisoners thought it was tear gas and 
all ran out of the building. 


|_|advised that the door locks and control 

panels in "B" and "D" Cell Blocks will undoubtedly all 
have to be replaced. He commented that as near as the 

Correction Department could count, they believed in the _ 

neighborhood of 19,000 windows had been broken out. 1 I 

said that the total damage to the facility has been estimated 
tn be betw een. _ 


On_ 10/90/71 _at Attica, New York _File #_ Buffalo 44-^92 


by 


£JLHl-jBL 


umdkbhxit and, 

'CELT; caw 


-Date dictated 


10/24/71 


- 1 - 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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ENCLOSURES (Continued) 
Autopsy Reports 

Four m coniesiof auto 


of 


psy reports 


F our copies of autopsy report 
oi l I regarding 
JOHN J. D’ARCANGELO, JR. 

Fo ur ( k) conies of autop sy report 
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Cjx c\ U i/UUS V renorr. 
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CARL VALOUR 


regarding 


Fo ur (A 1 ) copies of autopsy report 


of 

HEruunur iv. j uunn 


regarding 


Fo ur U£L conies of jm jjopsy report 
of 


ELRETR L.. HAKUTE 


Fol 

of 


regarding 


F aux lILi f'n’lipg n-f a 


11-.-Q.C 


sy .report 
regarding 


JOHN C. MONTELHONE 

Foiij'_i[iil_r-£iDi.£r_ri_r:rLiipsy reoor t 


oi 


regarding 


ETON F. 


(B-2). 
(B-2a) 

(B-2a) 

(B-2a) 

(B-2a) 

(3-2a) 
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;ir ■ A^_rr.r.ie.s. of autopsy report 



| regarding 

• 


LLIAM QUINN 3 


(B-2a) 


f 3-2s.) 
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... TO . 




WERNER 
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_The foll owing chro nolog y of even ts was obtained 

fror|_____| Attica Correc¬ 

tional Facility ^ACFj, Attica, New York: 


b6 

b7C 


At approximately 9:00 AM on September 9, 1971, 
over 1200 inmates of ACF, Attica, New York, took command 
of the facility and captured 38 hostages. The hostages 
were guards and civilian employees of the facility. These 
1200 inmates, comprised slightly more than 50 per cent of 
the entire prison population. 


During September 9, 1971, prison employees and 
New York State Police officers were able to secure one 
half of the prison. The rioting inmates controlled Cell 
Blocks "B" and "D". 


Negotiations with the inmates commenced on 
September 9, 1971, under the direct supervision of New 
York Corrections Commissioner RUSSELL G. OSWALD. 

Prison officials agreed to 28 demands of the 
inmates. The enumerated demands of the prisoners is 
contained in the administrative report prepared by the 
Corrections Department, which is set forth in Exhibit 

C-2. 


The inmates refused to release the hostages 
and the prison officials refused to grant total amnesty 
from all potential criminal prosecution, stating that they 
did not have this authority. 

During the days of September 9, 1971 through 
September 12, 1971, prison officials saw that many of the 
convicts were fashioning weapons at either the Machine 
Shop or the Vocational School, where they had access to 
material, as well as grinding tools. 

At 7:45 AM on September 13, 1971, Commissioner 
OSWALD sent a written communication to the rioting con¬ 
victs, stating that he had granted their request for 
food, clothing, bedding, water and medical aid. This 
letter further reflected that he had acceded to .their 
request for a Federal Court order against administrative 
repriearis; This letter also stated that he had acceded 


-/£ - 
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to 28 major demands and that the prisoners continued to 
hold hostages. A copy of this letter is set forth in 
Exhibit C-2. 

It was the refusal of the prisoners to release 
the hostages that required the decision to retake the 
prisoner controlled postion of the Correctional Facility. 

At 9:46 AM on September 13, 1971, Commissioner 
OSWALD ordered the New York State Police to commence an 
assault on Cell Blocks "B" and "D". The primary force 
making the assault consisted of 270 New York State Police 
officers. Firearms were discharged by these officers. 
Autopsy reports revealed that nine hostages and 28 inmates 
died of gunshot wounds. 

One guard had died before the assault due to 
injuries suffered at the hands of the inmates, and three 
inmates were found who had died of multiple knife wounds 
inflicted by other inmates prior to the assault. 

_further stated that all of the nine 

hostages who died of gunshot wounds were dressed in prison 
garb and their feet and hands were bound. 


!_| stated that on September 15, 1971, 

Governor NELSON ROCKEFELLER released a statement on behalf 
of Commissioner OSWALD disclosing that the investigation 
of the riot at ACF has passed—ia - t-o. Lha_nQnigQ.i_.cif New York 
State Deputy Attorney General 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


- 1 - 


Date 


10 / 22/71 


_j_I to the Honorable 

{ Appellate Division, 

Fourth Department of the Supreme Court, State of New 
York., furnished the following information ’-elating to 
the current addresses of the five members of the "Goldman 
Panel: " 


DONALD H. GOFF, General Secretary, Correctional 
Association of New York; representstive„io the United 
Nations, N.G.O. Secretary, Social and Economic Committee; 
faculty member of Rutgers School of Alcoholic Studies; 
Chief of the Bureau of Classification and Education of 
New Jersey; Chief of the Bureau of Correction in Nevj 
Jersey; Chief Consultant of the U.S'. Senate Subcommittee 
on Juvenile Delinquency, served as a member of an inquiry 
panel appointed by Presiding Justices Christ and Stevens 
to investigate juvenile detentions in New York City; 
founder and Executive Director of the Morrow Association 
of Correction and Vice President of the Association 
thereafter. Office: 135 East 15 th Street, New York 
City, 212-AL4-9718• 

CLARENCE JONES, Esq., publisher and editor of 
the Amsterdam News; before entering the publishing field, 
Mr. JONES had a substantial legal practice in New York 
City. He was one of the negotiating team members at 
Attica during the period of the prison disturbance. He 
is an active leader of and spokesman for the black commu¬ 
nity of New York City and the State. Office: 2340 Eighth 
Avenue, New York City, 212-222-7800. Printing Plant: 
212-749-53001 1. 


Dr. AUSTIN H. MAC CORMICK, Executive Director of 
the Osborne Association, Inc., a non-profit association 
for correctional improvement, one of the oldest and most 
distinguished groups with a long history of penal reforms. 

His entire life has been devoted to the field of penology 
and prison reform. He has occupied the positions of 
Assistant Director of the U.S. Bureau of Prisons, Depart¬ 
ment of Justice; Commissioner of the New Y«rk City Department 


On 


by 


ID/20/71 at 

P. on hosier. Hew York 
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of Correction; President of the American Correctional 
Association; Special assistant to the Undersecretary of 
War in Charge of Parole and Clemency; Professor of 
Criminology and Acting Dean of the University of California 
at Berkeley; director of the investigation of penal condi¬ 
tions in Arkansas; member of President Kennedy's Commission 
on Narcotics and Drug Abuse; Chairman of special civilian 
committee of the U.S. Army Conference on Confinement 
System; recipient of numerous honors, including the Presi¬ 
dent's Medal of Merit in 1947. Office: 114 East 30th 
.. s tr aat — 9 Osborne Association, Tnc ., [ J 
_[Dr. MAC CORMICK, 212-685-9720. 

LUIS NUNEZ, National Executive Director of Aspira 
of America, Inc., an educational and leadership organization 
for the Puerto Rican community; former member of the Board 
of Higher Education of New York City; member of the Board 
and steering committee of the National Urban Coalition; 
member of the National Center of Voluntary Action; soon^ 
will serve on a National Committee on Prison Reform. 
fl££l£ei 245 Zifth Avenue. New York City, 212-683-6054; 


ROBERT P. PATTERSON, JR., member of the law firm 
of Patterson, Belknap & Webb of New York City; past president 
of the Legal Aid Society of New York, charged with the re¬ 
sponsibility for the Public Defender system of New York City; 
assistant U.S. attorney; counsel to the New York State Crime 
Commission; member of the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights; 
member of the Commission on the Courts. Office: 1 Wall 
Street, New York City, 212-943-1300. 
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L BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 


10/21/71 


AUSTIN H. MC CORMICK, Executive Director, Osborne 
Associates, 114 East 30th Street, New York City, advised that he 
Is a member of the Goldman Panel and that he proceeded to the 
State Prison at Attica, New York, on September 17, 1971. He 
advised that although he was In daily contact with the 
prisoners that no abuses were reported directly to him. 

However, he advised that following the printing of an article 

In the "New York Times” of September 28, 1971* alleging 
torture type activity on prisoner Ti'RAMg^rwrm in affida vit 

filed In court by Buffalo Legal Ai d Lawyel _ 1 

that he_nrr>fif>eri«Hl to-JLntervlew SMITH In the presence of Attica 
Prison| i He advised that the *N«w York Tiroes” 

article aliegeo znaz SMITH nad been taken out of his cell and 
placed on a table with a football under him and that cigar 
and cigarette burns were inflicted on his stomach and penis 
as well as general beatings. He stated that SMITH when 
interviewed stated that he was not taken out of the cell, 
but that on the way back to the cell after the police action 
he was placed on the floor with four or five other unidentified 
inmates and that a football was placed under his chin axid_ihat 

he and t he others were beaten. MC CORMICK advised that]_] 

| examined SMITH, but that no noticeable bums or bruises 
were observed at that time on his body. MC CORMICK advised 
thatat the time he interviewed SMITH, SMITH was confined in 
the third floor of Housing Building Z Unit at Attica. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


‘ DallilthaoulMto 10/21/71 


Mr« LOIIS KUHSZ was contacted at Rocsn 533, DuPont 
Plaza Hotel, DuPont Circle*. N.W., Washington, D.C. ...... 

Hr* NUNEZ advised that he is a sasber of the Goldman 
Panel* appointed at the request of Governor Nelson Rockefeller 
of New York State, He explained that the function of this 
panel was to visit the Attica Correctional Facility at Attica* 
New York, and expedite the return of the facility to normal 
operations and to insure that the constitutional rights of 
the iimates were preserved* He noted that control of the 
facility was regained by prison authorities on September 13„ 
1971* however, the panel did not arrive at Attica until Friday, 
September 17, 1971. 

Hr* NUKEZ, after being advised of the purpose of the 
interview, provided the following signed statement which he 
said incorporated his best recollect ten of the events that 
were related to hirs by inmates concerning alleged brutality 
on the part of Attica guards or New York State Troopers. 

"October 20, 1971 - ; • - . 

• Washington, D*C. • 

"I, LCXJXS HENKZ, age 40, reside at 26 Boadsburry 
Lane, Melville, New York 11746, end I as National Executive 
Director of Asplra of America, Incorporated, an educational 
and leadership organization for the Puerto Kican calamity. 

Hy business address is 245 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York. 

I make this free and voluntary statement to | 

_who have Identified themselves to me as 

Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigetion. I 
make this statement willingly because I want to make known, 
for the purpose of investigation, information obtained rre® 
my cc5$mmication with prisoners of the Attlee Correctional 
Facility concerning acts of brutality and EJaltreatment upon 
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the prisoners* I obtained this tefors&sticm while serving on' 
s panel forced to help protest the constitutional rights of I 

the inaates following the’prisoner disorder Attica* “ '''“■' • 


- /£*>•■ *'v ; - 


•■ ‘.'“I-.talked with many imates esp@elal.ly in Housing . 
Block 2 # and many of fcfesa told ns that after the prisms •_ . : ; r 

authorities regained control, the prisoners thought tO'Issve ; ’ 
been involved is* the disorder wetfa stripped tasked and s&de ' 
to run a gauntlet while they Vere beaten by prison guards and 
.state troopers« The prisoners stated that the brutality 
happened on Septe&har .13.and 14> 1971* -Hhegi mi? panel strived 
' cat September 17 e 1971^ the insidents of brs^aiity.ij-a'd ceased 
to a large extent and I did not hear of «sy spseifie acts of 0 


J* : .i*. ’ ' '.<«•-•. io.* ’ ■• ? *?* *£%£y. 

■* v '•* *•'^-- ^ ■'* **v. 

X re call the of t^ra, nrigo»%f»rg ^ v V; ;- 


who tol« se that they Usd been heatcs t and .abused. I 




a Puerto Ricaxi prlsmaer ? . about]_| years of ega P tolcl 

> uiti 
ars* 


jjs received a 


disordei 


t i u cui-aV!' '«r~. .3 

t3 Vfc-<u» V A> f7ikt<u> 

also httmaa 


r 2 . goner, ar’VUtf - r 

years or ags 


lug* ^ssatf a we^t efter the . 



woke up with a bright light; ..shining ©a hia and^J 


be tesrd a guard say g the 

words to that effect e according to 



or 


U X do not recall that the prist’iisro furnished the ■ 
names of. a ay guards participating in acts of brutality but 
' they m&y be able to furnish such bbm&s if they are questioned. 

“I have read the above state&s&f: consisting of this 
and two additional pages* I have inltialted each page &nd cny 
. corrections and X sn-signing it because It is’ true to tho 
best of ny kiK>wledge, . v 




Witnesses 


M /s/ EyHEZ 


Special Agent* FBI* Hasbiiagton, £•£., 10/ 2Q0X 
\ Special Age^it f F0X P ^®h5.n.gton e 23.G., 10/20/71” 

- /6 - 
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AaftAtra&Ssa&v. 
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ROBERT P. PATTERSON , Attorney, Patterson Belknap 
and Webb, One Wall Street, was interviewed at his office where 
he furnished the following information: 


Mr. PATTERSON advised that he is a Member of the 
Goldman panel formed after the recent uprising at the Attica, 
New York, State Prison (Attica). He stated that it was hie 
function, as a member of the Goldman panel, to talk with the 
Attica prisoners for the purpose of insuring that their con¬ 
stitutional rights were being protected during the transitional 
period after the riot and to talk to them regarding their 
personal needs, such as food, clothing, tobacco, and so forth. 


Mr. PATTERSON stated that he talked to approximately 
300 Attica prisoners between September 17, 1971, and 
September 21, 1971. Be advised that he took no notes and can 
provide very limited information regarding specific individuals. 
He stated that he talked to approximately 25 prisoners who 
complained of being beaten by prison guards and the New York 
State Police after the prison had been secured. Be advised that 
many prisoners displayed outs, marks and welts which they 
attributed to these beatings. Mr. PATTERSON advised that an 
inventory of cuts, marks and welts on the bodies of the 
r .nxlaaneca_we£e_iuKken and is in the possession of 


J New York 9bte Department of Correction. 


Hr. PATTERSON stated that the prisoners talked of 
gauntlets that were formed by the New York State Police and 
prison guards in areas of the prison commonly referred to as 
the HBZ unit and A Block. He stated that New York Stats 
Senator JOHN DffBN of Garden City, New York, told him that he 
andl lof Correction, witnessed 

such a gauntlet In A Block. 


Mr. PATTERSON stated that he has no specific Information 
but it is his op in in, formed from general conversations with 
prisoners, that these gauntlets resulted from a path to the 
cell areas formed by tho authorities. He stated that be 
does not believe this path was originally set up as a gauntlet, 
but as a means of Insuring an orderly return of the prisoners 
to the cells. Be st ated that it is his opinion tha t the 
-slledged beating of ths prlsoners sa they proceedid~througE 
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this line of officers was a spontaneous act and not ordered by 
any official. He stated that he feels that this spontaneous 
act happened because the officers had known that certain prison 
guards had been hurt and killed by the prisoners and had seen 
prisoners hold knives to the throats of guards, and furthermore, 
many rumors of mutilation of bodies of guards and so forth 
had circulated during the riot. He stated that the hitting of 
prisoners with the clubs of the officers was probably a natural 
and almost expected reaction under the circumstances at this 
time . 

f 

\ 

Mr. PATTERSON stated that he understands that each 
gauntlet was made up of about 20 officers. He stated that the 
gauntlet in the HBZ Unit seemed to have been the severest 
according to prisoners. 


Mr. PATTERSON advised that none of the prisoners that 
he interviewed identified the individual or individuals wn 
beat them except one prisoner. He stated that he interv£ 

(First Name Unknown) (FNU)*^ 1 | (phonetic) (ph) at 

Memorial Hospital, Buffalo', New York, and he askedf - 
about a crease on his head from the top of his head to ms • 
forehead. He stated thatl J(ph) had appeared drowsy*/ 



and possibly under medication, but he suddenly became aroa.^e'-d 
and almost ’illusionary and pointed to a New York State Pol^g^j^n 
about 15 feet away and said he had hit him on the head. ’**•• 

Mr. PATTERSON stated that this policeman was one of the tw© ^ 
individuals assigned to drive the vehicles in which he and (fc 
other members of the Goldman panel travelled. He stated tl|a';tk/,-„ 
he believes this individual is named 1 (ph) and 

usually works in the New York State Bureau of Criminal Identy--/ 
fication. He described" this officer as being about I 1 veafis.5?;‘, 
old, white, grey hair, and 


3 


1 UbtailiJ f 


stated that he thinks that|_ 

(ph) point him out. He stated that he 


{ 


iph) saw 


Jtn* 


as no further 
HE^rding this incident and he did not mention 


anything to 


(ph). 


l(ph) was hospitaliz< 

_ ___ __3 __ 


Mr. PATTERSON stated that| 
for gunshot wounds. He stated that the crease on his head was 
visible four to five days after it had been inflicted. He 
stated that the skin did not appear to have been broken. He 
stated that he described! I (ph) as ’Illusionary”because 

one moment he would be quiet and drowsy and the next moment 


he would be highly aroused and excited, 
in an excited state when he pointed to 


He 


sta ted that he was 
l(ph) . 
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-Sr-, Mr . PATTERSON stated that he recalls that prisoners 
I (n h). a white man from the HBZ unit who acted -as 

ifoy*_t.VlP_noKol 1 i /-'ll o_ rrriAiin_ Kaff °dpo Ho I_ 


I_I i . 

reported to him that they had >een beaten physically. He H / 
advised that prisoner \ ~~} a Negro, claimed that he-"' 

was beaten by a State' Folicerfian while he was lying on a stretcher 
awaiting an ambulance. He stated that prisoners, whose names 
he does not recall, reported to him that (FNU) HICKS, ^. , 

MELVILLE, also known as the Mad Bomber, ad L. D^BARKLEY '4-4 
of Rochester, were all killed by the State Police or Prison^ 
Guards after the prison was secured. He stated that these 
prisoners were reported to have surrendered.. Mr. PATTERSON 
stated that he does not recall which prisoners reported this 
information to him. 

Mr. PATTERSON recommended that CLARENCE JONES, another 
member of the Goldman panel be contacted regarding the deaths 
of HICKS. MELVILLE, and BARKLEY. He also recommended that 

Q___^ew York Legal Aid 

Society, 119 Fifth Avenue, New York City, telephone number 
677-4224 j be contacted regarding the testimony of a Hew York 
State National Guardsman who testified before Judge CURTAIN, 
in a Federal Court hearing, in Buffalo, New York, that he had 
witnessed the beating of prisoners. 

Mr. PATTERSON stated that it would be difficult for 
the prisoners to identify State Policemen responsible for 
beating them. He advised that in his opinion, he believes 
that the prisoners could identify prison guards who beat them 
but they would be afraid to point these men out to authorities. 


h. 
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CLARENCE B. JONES, Editor and Publisher of the 
Amsterdam News, was interviewed at his office located at 
23^0 .Eighth Avenue, New Yur* City, New York. JONES advised 
he is a member of the commission to investigate the Attica 
uprising as appointed lay Justice h. GOLDMAN, Appellate 
Division, JPourth Department, New York. 


JONES advised that he has received numerous 
complaints from instates of the Attica State Prison during 
the period September 13-14, 1971* The nature of these 
complaints dealt mainly with beatings and assaults by State 
Police, sheriffs, deputies and correctional officers against 
the inmates at a time subsequent to the initial assault on 
the prison by State police and other law enforcement agencies 
and after the inmates felt they were all in a state of 
surrender to these law enforcement officials. 


In particular—Atti ca Pri son inmates!_j 

Prison Number! _____ \ prison Number 

I J prison'SUabe H I 

advised Mr. JONES that they personally observed fellow 
inmate JAMES HICKS (now deceased) shot by a State Police 
officer after HICKS had surrendered. These inmates advised 
JONES that they were standing against a wall or in a corridor 
with HICKS when the state police officer shot HICKS. JONES 
advised he believes they reported to him that HICKS was 
shot with a rifle but h* was uncertain of this. 


On. 


.SumberL 


He 


dditlon, Attica inmate] | prison 

' reporte d to Mr. JONES that Th the late 


afternoon of September 13, 1971* whil e being pro cessed from 
Cell Block D back: to Cell Block A, he was forced to run a 
gauntlet of prison guards while in the nude a nd recei ved 
beatings from them as he did so. In addition. I let 


ras 

forced to lie on a table with a football under hia chin 
and while in this position he was threatened with castration 
and he was beaten and l igh ted cigarettes were placed on his 
body. JONES beiieveaj H told him that the latter was 
cond ucted by State Police officers. Attica Inmate| ] 

[ □ (prison Number unknown! advised JONES that he witnessed 
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J ,jN£S advistid fcnat the above were the only 
Specific instances he could recall at the time of interview 
but added tnat most of the prisoners in Cell bIoch: ■/* made 
«. otn^laintato him of being forced to atri^ and ran naked 
thv ,ugh a gauntlet of correctional officers where they 
were attached and received numerous heatings. 

dOhnh was unable to furnish any additional 
Inf/rNation at the time of interview. 


— / - 
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Mr. DONALD H« GOFF, General Secretary of 
the Correctional Association of New York with head¬ 
quarters at 135 East 15th Street., New York City, 
advised that he was appointed to the special panel \ 
concerning Attica Prison Facility by Justice HAROLD 
GOLDMAN to look into complaints of inmates allegedly 
committed by correction officers ana state troopers 
after the prison was secured on September 13/.1971 = 

He said that the Correctional Association which he 
was associated with was founcbd approximately 125 years 
ago an‘d its purposes were 'two-fold 1/ namely to improve 
the.administration of criminal Justice' and : to handle 
the problems qf; inmates who are Recently, released„ 

He . Said it is a private-'agency^funded. by ; private 
funds and chartered: : by the State' Sf %ew York. - ' 


■ v He advised that., the purpose of the .panel . 

was to act as a, buffer or ..catalyst during the •. - .' 
transifim' period: following-,the securing of the prison'. 
Specifically,--'.he said the" panel was aware that power 
had shifted"- from the’ inmate population back to the 
correction officers and it was in this area that the| 
pane! was. concerned o in addition 5 the panel was 'intare.atea^g 
in'any abuses' tha^ might have been committed by cprr^c ; 4r : ^ T ;$:/^ 
tion officers or state troopers following the ,.s’& S* 
of the^ prisonj. .He t pointed/out that, the! panel, 
mandate ' tounake f ecOmm^ridations' to! the governor' .of *. 
New "fork nor were they impowered to conduct any -prqlphgedju^| 
investigation. . . / | •% 


f -.* 1 >i:-, ‘-"iZebir'y^ 

'?*}**£* -r£vJ : ) *. * ’-V 


• He Stated he arrived at Attica Prison 
September 17, 1971 and conducted a number'of super fiefa 
interviews with inmates.. He said he'later -deterinihed/^ 
that a number of inmates formerly in housing 'block^glj 
which is a! segregated arei,. were transferred'tlii^ElintOn 
Prison- on Tuesday following', the ,sec'Uririg\!6f/ ; tbj|^pr^^h'.r' 
He said his interviews at/Clinton Prisoh'were private 


10/20/71 


New York City,. New York 


CONWAY & 


10/S1/71 
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and the inmates were able to communicate more freely^;;!;:^ 
than the previous interviews at Attica which were conducted 
in the sell blocks. He said that among the specific 'l 

allegations those inmates made were that they were 
forced to run a gauntlet in the latter part of the 
afternoon on September 13, 1971, at which time, they / [Ri¬ 
viere clubbed by state police and correction officers.:. f; 

He said he observed a* number of inmates who displayed Iv 

contusions and bruises, most of them four to five inches 
in length and one inch wide, symmetrically shaped . He - v-l* 
said some, question has arisen whether these bruises 
occurred•through the prison assault’or after the prison 
was secured. -He said two-prisoners who displayed bruises. 


CxinSofiv 'number 


dmitted he wa 


a, iblack and blue bruise on the leg 


allegedly;:,! rom :a stick! 
<;;v Another: inmat 


numbfe 


t. :o:f being dragged by correction ofx icers. 

- ■ % ' 

0ne - of, the :rn ore-- serlt?usly in jured inmates 

I individual^name \ T ^C li n ton nurhber 

-who ,was. mentioned by. other, inmates as .bii h£yf : 


pr io'^v t o''his r’embva 1 'from' Attic a Prison; to:; 
Clinton* Prison, on Tuesday fallowing the. assault,! §|gg 
I according to GOFF, was not involved in'^hi. rlot. 




i in 

?-v- »w; 










He s ha-hpr i . a nother inmatq_ _J 

Clin^ja_jcuxm)iejiJ was mentioned - by pthetj 1 1 nmates W 

as being beaten a similar manner as | 

- He s ta'tedL-‘ ' ' ] ei lJTb%humbe^ • \ 

witnessed. on Tuesday, approximately 13 inmates 
oeaten by State-Police 1 while getting ready to be ' 
shipped back to.Clinton.!'V */ \ /’ '■ :/ 


Perhaps the most serious. allegation he • 
received was" from ah'-inmate ,>’hose 'name ; he can not 
now recalineohcerningySA|^ $ 

accompanied a not her ■ inmate ifmm'Tard" I) to A Yard 
He stated this inmate /advised that as they went 
.from A Yard iht#.^ folios #\ 

ing ■ the assault [of/ the prisoners •• and he was removed- 
by State---Pnlice-.&nd---iubsequentiy ihe ’Karped • t,hatv ~-/// 
MELVILIiEhhd been ; 'Killedy1: 1&0PP’ ac^wiedged; that : :; • 
this was a .'serltras--&33sgiM^ ;■ 

does not' have" that he 

believes-'more inmates 
whom he spoke’ to at. Clint on „He~lls ted the following 
individuals' that -he-spxrtce-ir©--a-t-..CIlinton Prison;. He ' 1 

d and ;) he ; 'i f lSf 

does, not ^intend .to; transcribe: thein;< more- fully« '.He ; 
stated/ he %} took^ noteSl'and'ithey ;are v ks^followss “ -V > v I 







advised tftat he does not know the . 
lecifie; state troopers, or correction; -vj., 
feht have been .'involved in these assaults,- 
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Date_ 


.0/22/73. 


|_pf the Appellate Division, 

Fourth Department of Supreme Court. State of Nav; York, was 
contacted at the Monroe County Hall of Justice. He furnished 
the following regarding Justice HARRY D. .GOLDMAN: 

Justice GOLDMAN, Presiding Justice, Appellate 
Division, Fourth Department of the Supreme Court, State 
of New York, underwent vascular surgery on October 13, 

1971 at the New York University Medical Center, 56 b First 
Avenue, New York City and is 'presently confined to the 
Intensive Care Unit in that institution. 


1_| stated he considers Justice GOLDMAN 

unavailable for interview at this time. 


10/20/71 


Roc he s t e r , ' New Yor:•: 
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10/21/71 


I_l. New York 

State Correctional Facility, Attica, New York, made the 

records of that inati.fri.ifri.nn_ava.1.Table which revealed the _ 

following regarding_ I In mate Numbe if 



catedj_|is scheduled to be transferred from Attica 

Correctional Facility to the Greenhaven Facility on 
October 22, 1971* 


The record reflected the following description 


Name 

Aliases 

Race White 

Sex Male 

Date of Birth I 



Height 

“5^ 

Weight 

189 pound 


On 10/20/71 at 


Atfcia. New York 


SAs CARL E. UNDERHILL and 
I LmE: caw 
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_| was located at the New York State 

Correctional Institute at Attica, New York.~| ]was 

advised of the nature and purpose of the investigation 
being conducted. 

_stated that he hau been acivised by his 

attorneys not to talk to anyone unless the attorneys were 
nrpRpnt. When the identity of the attorneys was requested, 

j stated that he did not wish to furnish his attorneys' 

' names. 

The interview was terminated at this time. 


0n 10/20/71 Rt Attica, New York 


_ Kile # Buffalo lih-592 



and 

EUr caw 


Date dictated 


10/21/71 


This document contains neither recommendation^ nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
^o^ ^ ggency; co ntends ;,are mot tp hp distributed outside your agency. 















FD-302 (Bov. 4-15-64) 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


♦ 


Date 


10/21/71 


| _| C-reen Haven 

Correctional Facility advised that during the rooming of 
September 13 , 1971 , he was confined to the Attica Correctional 
Facility and was specifically located in D block yard in the 
vicinity of the handball court. He described 3 block yard 
as the yard where all inmates not locked in their cells were 
congregated from September 9, 1971 to September Ip, 1971- 

During mid-morning, September 1$. 1971, a helicopter 
made two sweeps over D block yard, dropping tear gas on both 
occasions. File enact time that the Hew York State Police (MSP) 
entered the facility is unknown, but he recalls hearing what 
appeared to be gunshots and slugs hitting the ground nearby. 

For some protection he entered a hole in the ground which had 
previously been dug as a shelter measuring about eight feet by 
nine feet under the sidewalk. About two or throe minutes later 
he looked out of the shelter and observed on she "catwalk" 

(roofs of yard tunnels) many men in orange raincoats. These 
men were observed on the "catwalks” dividing AAD and B&D block 
yards. Also observed were some men in orange raincoats on the 
A block roof, which is over three stories high. 


b6 | 
b7C 


Ac approximately the same time from the helicopter 
instructions were being given to Surrender by placing hands 
above the head and to approach B block wall or the nearest 
officer. Instructions given were "You will not be harmed". 
These instructions were repeated time after time. 


said he had left his shelter area, placed 


his hands on his head, and moved to 3 block wall among other 
inmates. While preceding along the wall as instructed, he 
observed approximately 15 feer away an inmate leaving a tent 
shelter with hands on his head and started walking toward 
the T.rai i bbpn itis inmate was about four feet from the tent 


snaj.ee: 




said he observed 
on the "catwalk" senaratir 


ramCOSu un one oaunaux. soon ci j cl 

long gun, rest it on t!\e -ailing na ~4->--r. 
and shoot this inmate 


m officer in an orange 
'ds B and D raise a 

it slightly downward, 
•xplained that as he walked 


On 10/20/71 at Stormville, 


New York 
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past tills fallen instate he observed a large pool of blood 
and presumed him to be dead. The identity of the innate 
end officer is unloiown,[ ]pointing out that all 

officers in ora nge* rainc oats were* wearing helmets, gas/ 
masks and elastic face shields. 


The line of inmates continued walking to the .tunnel 
door leading to A block yard. Prior to reaching this door, 
the inmates were instructed to sit on the.ground with their 
lianas on top of their heads, while the hostages located in a 
circle in D block yard were removed from this area to the A; 
block .yard door.. These instructions were directed from-the' 
helicopter. , • •' 

During this entire time there 6 was - sporadic shooting 


At this point 


t' 


't: 


_ _, sat on the ground near an 

aidarty ip matte who was lying on his.back gasping for air. 

_ said he noticed the right chest area of this 

inmate's shirt was covered with blood. This inmate said he 
bad been shot in the back to which[ Jreplied, '’I'm 

sorry I cannot help you® You will "Have to uy to bang •n% 


1 


said that, at this particular time a 


trnnppr appun e r.TTefT "fi-i in. ki r.keri bi m in tbe 'chest, and told 
him, "Shut the (obscenity) up and move over". At the. same” 
time this tr ooper took out his pistol.,.,aiid holding ”it about” 

the hammer back 


.re pusuOi 

lhaad_niilled 


1 


uo z 




.with' shaking hand toid[_ 

inmate'next to him to remove his coat 
move"I’ll shoot you in the head 


. ana 

off his belt aha 


;he 


nd :, if you make 


one 


A U 


Also while sitting on the ground 


stated ; 
_LL some--'--.; 


he ;heard an unknovm officer announce. "There are. si 
'inside-the block”, referring to inmates .located in D'block/ 
building® Thereafter, the officers using tear gas, guns, > 
and guns believed to be shotguns and automatic rifles- fired, 
into the D block building windows. This shoo ting/was' done' ” 
from the top of .the tunnel or "catwalk" areas. 
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_Jcontinued that 

clothing, leaving 


the inmates were then told 
on either a shirt or 
es on each side, then lined 
tunnel leading to A block yard. The 
instructed to move between the troopers 
While passing between the troopers. 

mm]_ 


► > 




to strip off all 

trousers. About six troopers, thi 
up in the doorway/ 
inmates were then 
and into A block yard. 

the troopers clubbed the inmates with nigntstrc] 
literally threw the inmates into A block yard., 
said that he himself was struck on the right shoulder- 'ith 
a nightstick and that he landed on the concrete sidewalk 
inside A block wall, scraping and bruising his right leg 
and ankle. Thereafter, the inmates were instructed by the 
troopers to lie on their stomachs with hands on their heads 
and to nn av.d across the grass in A block yard in this fashion. 

said that when he proceeded out of this tunnel door. 
Tine oi inmates on their stomachs appeared to be about 
pufeet wide and stretched the length of the yard. While 
lying n-n his stomach he overheard an unknown officer shout, 

guys. What do you think you are doing. 


t he 

30 feet 
-ying on 

OuOp 

drivin, 


‘•Kv.-.-n seating those 


cattle", 


_ lalso at this time heard another officer 

remark, "Look at all the asses sticking up. We ought to 
stick a club in each one of their asses". 


As a specific point was reached the inmates were 
forced to strip completely, after which the iTYSP officers 
removed from the inmates watches, rings, medals, neckchains, 
false teeth, eyeglasses and threw them upon the ground and 
stomped these items into the ground. 

Thereafter, the inmates were marched naked in a zigzag 
pattern with their hands above their heads, waiting to be sent 
to cell blocks and also so they could be observed by correction 
and ilYSP officers stationed on the "catwalks". While marching 
in this fashion there could be heard all kinds of moaning and 
screaming coming from the inside of the A block tunnel where 
the remaining inmates were to pass through. Once inside this 
tunnel there was a gauntlet, a line of troopers on each side 
of the tunnel and spaced about ten to fifteen feet apart and 
stretched the length of the tunnel. All the inmates were 
instructed to run double time between the lines of these 
troopers, while the troopers swung at the inmates with their 
nightsticks and long gun butts. 
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line he -was sent ro" a tier of cells on the third floor in A 
block and upon arriving there, one trooper holding a 
nightstick in both hands struct! iiust above the 

boltline in the stomach area, knocking the wind out of 
him. He said that he thereafter stumbled over two other 
inmates who were trying to enter one of the cells. Both 
of the f.f* inmates thereafter entered the same cell with 
I where ail were locked in. 


advised that after he ran through this 
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$y _BUREAU OF INVESTjGATiQN. 



T-v.l 


Date ::• iO/21/71 ; 


. was contacted 'at the Bushwick. Neigh-7 
borhood Committfee Council , 267 Central Avenue, Brooklyn, /.i ■ 

New York-, Ks provided o g» na t4o n:' - -: ■' ' 


He stated'that hi s true name i s 


I 


He stated\ihat he was known on the off ir-.i./'i records*'of Atti c. a 


Prison as[ 

Apartment 

- 


T He^Ti 

“1 New " 


resides 


at 1 


f 




HTs social Security Number is 


Ybrko His hom e telephone Nu mber 


Istated that he was released from Attica 


State Prison on|_ 


He had been doing time 
there on a twenty-four month sentence he received fallowing 


an armed robbery conviction, 


ved fallajaii 
He had Attica Number _| 

___ _~]lle stated 

that during the initial stages of the riot (Tell Block C 
was seized by the inmates, • After four dr five hours the 


r 


control clc_ 
Of fi rers 1 

iiei-1-±L.QCK 

. was 

u was gamea? 03 
.assigned to the 

f tne uorrectiona 1 



J He stated. 

jbh&t he had a window 


advised that at approximately 10:30 a„m. 
on the day/the prison authorities regained control of the 
institution he was observing activities in the yard from his 
window./ „He stated thata;%eriod. o : f about thirty min-r 
iites; he- heard^ over iOud speakers requesting;,if 

the /ihmatesr toksurrender*- At approximately 11:00 a.m. he 
heard numerous shots fired,—-The .^hooting lasted for a period 
of about a half an hour. 


•fto6 

7%7C 


,76b 6 

'■•"b7C 


' e-'i-'r 


■'7b 6 
• -'b7C 


heard numerous shots fired. .«Thp shooting lasted for a period 77 ;y 77. 
pf a^ut /a bair ah hou^ stated that he did not fycVQ 

obs e rve any''prisoners b.elhg s hot- o.r beaten in the yard, ^ ' - 

„ f .-vS ' ' He stated that at approximately 1:00 p.m. the pri- 

7 soners in his ; ^realof Cell Block C were told that .they? 

1 -//V-a' 1 “ ' .‘ »■-.-- 


wereTW., , 


being taken to .solitary; confinement, commonly knom as/the ^ 
"Box 41 . He..ad vised that he was actually taken to ah-area. : in:i:/7 
the bpilding : where the "Box" is located known as . "Protection’’^; 
He stated'that the ••’Protection" area is located on the secohdk'ev 



..by 


SA JOHN H i GRANT b-7b : 7>.7 • ;7;7^- 7 ffb.v 7- 7"7‘ : 


.& • 

V > 7’- 

, ! V . 


f-' 


h 


Bate dictated - 




and is leased to '-f••> 


77b 6 
•ab7C 


. ~ ^ .. - 




+'*?."‘•Vk '•/: 

mmk 


. .. .. .... jM 

’■ y:-- 1 '" - ’■ -!i- - 











u W* 


the building and the Box" is located on the 


advised than, tv:o .‘a -z after the oris 



cion o 


| stated tnst during the time he was working 
cleaning up onebuilding he observed approximately twenty 
prisoners being escorted by gu ardsun the circular stairway 


towards the third floor area. | |stated that on two 

or three occasions he personally coserved Negro inmates 
. were being escorted by guards stumble #n the stairway, 
he advised that on those two or three occasions the guards 
struck the prisoners on the back and legs with clubs forcing 
them to continue up the stairway. Guards struck the prisoners 
in a hammer like fashion, not in a proding like fashion. He 
stated that he did not see the faces of the inmates who were 
struck. He stated that he dnot know the names of the guards 

who struck inmates.J__ ladv ised that he could identify the 

guards who struck inmates, but he absolutely and irrevocably 
would not do so because he fears that his parole would be 
violated as a result. 


stated that on two 


occasions he personally ooserved Negro inmates 


|_ Istated that during the time he was working 

in the building he was assisted by two Negro inmates whose 
names he did net know. He stated that the two Negro inmates 
were known tol 1 
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Date _ 10/21/71 



I New York, was Interviewed at ] 

Hospital, Buffalo, New York, and furnished the following 
signed statements 


On 


by 


.at _.Buff.alQ.»_N.ew-Xoxk- 


SAs 


£n.lLE£.TER-R _SMlTiI_nna 


l/VP* caw 
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October 20, 197-1 


1 


1 

New York, give the following free and 


b6 

b7C 


-voluntary statement t 


Sylveste 


B. Smith, who have identified themselves to me as Special 

9 

Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. I understand 
this statement can be used in a Court of Law. 

Initially, on a voluntary basis, I was going to the 
Attica Correctional Facility, Attica, Few York, to assess 
the medical needs, however, I realized the scope of the job 
vias much larger than one man could handle and a number of 
resident physicians joined me in forming a medical team to-go to 
the Attica Correctional Facility on a voluntary basis on Wednesday, 
September 15? 1971a two days after the prison riot had been 


quelled. 


b6 


Meyer Memorial b7C 


Hospital, Buffalo, New York, and 


Meyer Memorial 


Hospital, who headed up the surgical team that went to the 
Attica Correctional Facility. 

t 

My medical team went to the Attica Correctional Facility 
primarily to give, medical care to those individuals who were 
sick, such as diabetics, epileptics and those who had not had 
medical treatment or received care since the riot had begun. 


- 3 $ - 


n 

\0X 













I 


b6 

b7c' 


BO ‘\H-b32 


4 4 

On arrival at the Attica Correctional Facility at 
approximately 11 AM* Wednesday, September 15, 1971, we reported 
t d t h e me d ic a 1 


facilities at the Attica Correctional Facility, My team went 
first to Cell Block E to-provide medical assistance in that 
cell block. In Cell Block E on the ground floor all of the 
prisoners were still naked. Many had gunshot wounds and some 
had tear gas burns of first and second degree. Those with 
tear gas burns were referred for treatment to the surgical team. 
One prisoner I recall was 


Ay 


a white male in his 20 f s who was lying on the ground as there 
was no bed or plank. He was in a state of shock and 
disoriented. He had a possible fracture of the right cheokbor 
and possible concussion and was referred tcf 
A second prisoner is 


who had suf fered’ a gunshot 


wound in the left ankle. He is known to me because he was- a 
pri#r patient. In Cell Block E the prisoners- had received 
superficial medical treatment arid returned to their cells some 
time between Monday and Wednesday morning, September 15, 1971s 
at 11 AM. 

• • • i 

During the course of Wednesday, some of these prisoners 
received further treatment at the prison hospital. In Cell Block 
C on Wednesday the prisoners on the first floor were all 
dressed and no medical assistance was required. I was told that 
these inmates in-Cell Block C had not taken cart in the orison 
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riot and there v?as no indication that medical attention was 
required, with the exception, of one prisoner,, who had a one 
inch laceration in his thigh. This injury was suffered prior 
to the riot and the stitches were still in his leg. This 
prisoner { s medical concern was the removal of the stitches 
from his leg. 

I arrived with the rest of my team at Cell Block A 
on Wednesday, September 17; 1971; at approximately noon or 
1.2:30 PM. The prisoners were in various stages of dress, but 
no one in the cell block was observed to be nude. Most of the 
day,, approximately five hours, was spent in Cell Block A. 
Clothing was distributed-to the prisoners during the course of 
the time we were in Cell Block A. We were told by the 
correctional officers that most of the prisoners in Cell Block 
A had taken, part in the- riot. During the time' I was in Cell 
Block A on all floors no prisoners were observed to be nude 

and the majority of ‘the cells had three prisoners in them. My 

% 

medical team went from cell to cell and covered all the cells 
in Cell Block A rendering requested medical assistance. The 
biggest complaint of the prisoners was pain and their requests 
were usually for pain medication. . The medication supplied'was 
IJarvon and no prisoner was given more than one day's' supply 
of these pain relievers. Most of the prisoners were observed 


to have multiple body bruises and this was true of all floors 
in Cell Block A. " On Wednesday and Thursday, September lf> and 











September lb, 1971* 1 covered all.floors of this cell block 

except the first floor on the right .hand side. The general 

complaint of the prisoners was pain due to multiple body 

bruises. As I passed from cell to cell, the prisoners 

voluntarily said that they had been beaten; some said it 

quietly and some were very vociferous. Their usual request 

was to check part•of their body for broken bones or for 

pain medication. During the time my team was at the Attica 

Correctional Facility, we were escorted by guards (names 

unknown)« The medical team, other than myself, was made up 

primarily of residents intern/ from Meyer Memorial Hospital, 

/.‘hi 

Buffalo, New York. The team was made up of the following 
persons: 


Memorial Hospital with the exception ofj 
intern. 


who xr, a. 

















to be 


BU 44«592 ’ 

- 6 - 


* 
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In general, i found the '’prisoners 1 bruises 


fresh, less than 48 hours old ana received since Monday, 
September 13, 1971. The bruises were apparently Inflicted. 

(■/ A. Cl - a ,L • w <*/•!_ 


[/ ■* .1-. -A i 

,/Ai . 61 —-— 

.. ^ 

fclcit—iurd w *r e 

superfici’a 



ere no broken 

skin, lacer 


Approximately 75$ of the estimated 1,000 persons 
in Cell Block A had multiple body bruises. Cell Block A 
has a population of 859 ’ to $0$ black, and I personally saw 
90$ of the'individuals in Cell Block A. Most of my time was 
spent in Cell Block A. 

On Thursday afternoon I went to the Segregation Unit 
which is located above the hospital in the prison hospital 
building. The guard there (name unknown) adviced that most 
of the prisoners in Segregation were being protected from other 


prisoners as the prisoners felt these were the informants. 
However, other prisoners had told us that the.leaders of the 
riot were the 'men in the Segregation Unit. The prisoners in 


Segregation had voiced no complaints possibly due to the presence 

of a guard (name unknown) accompanying us. One inmate of the 

| 

Segregation Unit was observed to have a head dressing and 
bruises both on his back and chest, however, he advised he 
had fallen down the stairs. • 

During the time I was at the Attica Correctional 














# 




Faci 

•lity, I sxn 

1 no deprivation gof food and. no ins 

ranee of 

phys 

ical abuse 

0 f th e p r i s on e r s. 

I did see what 

I feel are 

the 

results ox 

physics. 1 beating 

of the prisoners. 

Some of 

the 

prisoners c 

luring my medical rounds spoke to m 

,e about 


mental harassment on the part of the correctional facility 
gvuaruls, such as waking them up at night and asked for some 
medication to induce sleep.• Most of the prisoners observed 
were young and of those treated, there were no serious 
injuries where life was threatened. We treated, only the 


most serious and obvious injuries as we* had.no .knowledge of 

/„£,/<? ^>£.<.<1 ^^--7 

internal injuries. All those suspected of having internal 


injuries were referred to the surgical team for treatment, 


1 am 


During 


the time I was at the Correctional Facility. I wore a long 
white doctor's coat. In my evaluation, the medical facilities 
at the Attica Correctional Facility were overtaxed during 
this period of chaos. 

During the time I was in the Attica Correctional 
Facility, the prisoners' (names unknown) advised me that after 
the riot hai been subdued and the yard had been taken back into 
control, the prisoners were all lined up, stripped and made to 
crawl on their hands and knees. During the time they were 
■crawling, they were kicked and butted by State Troopers. I was 
also told that within the corridor connecting the cell blocks. 


b6 

b7C 


■ 


t/3- 


~ 0 
! (n 1 / 

f OUj 
(K 











\\ u 

$,\J ' 

J6- 




t 


1 


the prisoners wore made to run a gauntlet between two rows 
of both Troopers and guards who beat them as they ran toward 
their cells. They were also beaten into their cells, 

I was at the Attica Correctional Facility Wednesday., 
September 15, 1971 , from "approximately 11" AM to 6; 15 PM and 
on Thursday, September l6 s ,. 197-1, from approximately 11 .AM 
to about 5*30 HI. 

This was a period of chaos and confusion, however, I 
saw no purposeful-deprivation. While at the facility, I ate 
one meal - lunch, which consisted, of a hot dog and some beans. 
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The following descriptive data was obtained 
through interview and observation; 


Name 

Born 

Race 

Sex 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Residence 

Telephone 

Office 


b6 

b7C 


Occupation 
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_ 1 telephone numberl_J._ | 

I Howard University School of Medicine, V/D C, 


was interviewed,-^__I 

| telephone 

1 National Medical 

Association , air organization v/nose me®;ership is comprised of 
a majority of non-white doctors and dentists, was requested 
by [ lof the NMA , to head a three 

memoer delegation at Attica Correctional Facility (ACF) whose 
purpose was to observe and render treatment and medical care 

to the Inmates at ACF. Prior to departing! _ j 

was advised by 

that arrangements ha'd been mace wTUTi officials at the ?TCF for 
the NMA delegation to go into the prison and talk and ’work with 
the prisoners. However, upon arriving at the ACF on Saturday, 
September 11, 1971, she and the other two members of the NMA 
delegation were denied admittance to the prison. 


cne otrier 


two members of the delegation, remained at the ACF unt il ea rly 
Monday morning. September 13, 1971* During this time. I ! 

| spoke with state troopers, prison -guards, and 
sheriff’s deputies. She felt that tensions were ve;ty high 
among the law enforcement people with whom she spoke. 

She advised of hearing guards and troopers speaking 
of retaliation and giving the inmates "what they deserve." 


.at_ Hashing-tor 


BU - 

__File # 
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On Sunday, September 12, 1971* while talking with 
a New York State Trooper, whose identity she did not know, 
word was passed around that the guard that had fallen inside 
the prison had died. To this news, the trooper replied, 

"our only concern now is to get the hostages out and then 
give the inmates what they deserve." 


When it became obvious to 
group was not going to be admitted - 


1 made 1 q 


into ACF, ana that attem 


pts 


were going to b^ made tp retake the facility, on Monday morning, 
she returned to 


On Tuesday, September 1-4, 1971* she received a call 
from ACF requesting that she, accompanied by any available medical 
people, return to ACF and assist in caring for the sick and 
wounded inmates. She arrived at the facility on Wednesday, 
September 15* 1971* and stayed until Friday, September 17, 

1971» Again, she and her delegation were denied admittance 

into the priaon_ Thp Holpgafinn r>n f.hp goonrirl frin ±.Q ACF 

consiste d QfJ _1 all 


While they awaited admittance into the ACf{ 


spoke with doctors and a nurse who had gone into 


the facility and who reported to her that inmates had received 
serious injuries from bea tings administe red by guards and 
troopers. At no time did| ]speak with any inmates. 

Her information concernin~ tnese anegeo oeatings was second¬ 
hand information. ~|couid not attribute any 

particular incident or statement -, to any one of the persons 
with whom she spoke, but reiterated that all of these persons 
had been inside the prison. These persons include; 


1 . 






WFO 44-861 


2 . 

3. 


4. 


advised that she spoke with a male 
nurse, v/hbSe identity is unknown to her at this time, who 


told her of beatings and injuries inflicted on the inmates. 

J advised that she would make available the 


icTehci'cy ol Shis individual as soon as she received his name 
and location or employment. 




felt that 




| University of Buffalo, would know the 


identity of any other medical people that entered the ACF. 
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On October 21, 1971* I___I 

_ _ r I 

Buffalo, Hew York, voluntarily furnished the following 
information during an interview at his office at the E. J. 

Meyer Memorial Hospital: 

advised he headed up the surgical 
team from ^Ee 1?. T. Meyer Memorial Hospital that responded 
to the emergency call at the Attica Correctional Facility 
(ACF) September 13* 1971* and he directed the surgical effort 
at ACF daring the period following the assault to regain 
control of the prison. He first arrived at ACF mid-afternoon 
of Monday, September 13* 1971* and remained until approximately 
12 midnight. He was also present at ACF on Tuesday, September 
14, 1971* from about 10 AM to midnight; Wednesday, September 
15* 1971* from 10 AM to 10 PM, and on Thursday, September l6, 
1971* from 10 AM to 7 PM. 

He furnished the following list of doctors from the 
E. J. Meyer Memorial Hospital who he recalled assisted him 
in the surgical effort during the above mentioned period: 


Residents 




of some ol 


advised that he may have missed the names 
fSoTs, but the above were the key physicians. 


10/21/71 and 

0n 10/22/71 nf Buffalo, Hew York 


File # Buffalo 44-592 
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plastic surgeon, name unknown to him, from Rochester, New 
York. Also, he stated that there were two surgeons from 
Batavia, New York. One may have been d_ 


Additionally. 


stated there was a 


first 

name unrecalled ; the name of the second’ doctor a,s unknown 
to him. 


He also stated that poor records were kept of 
the ’’bumps and bruises”. 


I_|had a number of medical notes, the 

significance of which he has not established, and he did not 
want to release any of these notes until they have been 
properly evaluated. He clarified this by saying these were 
handwritten records and notes by various medical personnel 
that toured cell blocks, particularly Cell Block A and Cell 
Block E, and after completing their tour furnished him these 
records as he was directing the surgical effort and was 
basically the medical administrator at the scene. He asked 
for the time necessary to review these medical records 
entirely prior to furnishing them to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) as the brief review he has conducted 
of these records indicates that some of them are of 
negligible value other than to indicate medical personnel 
toured Cell Blocks A and E. These records were primarily 
made on Tuesday, September l4, 1971, and Wednesday, 

September 15, 1971. 


_^_ {stated that an emergency call had 

been disseminated over the radio and television media for 
doctors and nurses and many individuals responded, however, 
after arriving at ACF they appeared to be "sight-seers” 
iand the majority of them departed without taking an actiie 


/part in providing medical care. 

pslN 5 .. .... .. 

N0 


The interview on October 21, 1971, was terminated 
Vat the Doctor's request due to the presence of other medical 
duties. 


On October 22, 197 X, _ 

Operative Records pertainingVto the inmates 
surgically treated at ACF: 


made available 
who were 




NAME 


INMATE NUMBER 









































Due to the pressures ofl 


surgical 


and teaching schedule, a continuation of the interview was 
not possible, but[ |stated he would like to 

volunteer additional comments at a later date along with 
the review of the handwritten medical records mentioned 
above. 
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E. J. Meye~Memorial~"Kospil:a T~ 4 6 2 ~ (7rT cle r Siree‘C~'HuTTaT _ o, 
New York, furnished the following list of nurses 3 who had 
travelled to the Attica Correctional Facility, Attica, New 
York, during the period of disorder in September of 1971: 


She said the above individuals made up the 
Surgical Nursing Team from aforesaid hospital that went 
to Attica. She did not know the dates these nurses per¬ 
formed surgical nursing duties at Attica. 




On 10/21/71 _at _£ulliiln^_Iiew-Xark_File # _Bu££alo-iUu£92. 


SAs SYLVESTER B . SMITH and 

by _ I / L/SRS r-CRW -Date dictated- 10/ 21 /71 - 
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|_ 7 _[ E, J. 

Meyer Memorial Hospital, 462 Grider Street, Buffalo, New 
York, furnished the name of| |as one of the nurses 

from the above hospital who had been selected to travel 
to Attica during the period of disorder during September. 
1971* She did not know the specific times that[_ _] 

had performed any nursing duties at the Attica Correctional 
Facility at Attica, New York. 


On_ 10/21/71 


Buffalo. New York 


SAsj_ I and 

SYLVESTER B . SMTTH/SBS ■ caw 


.File # Buffalo M-4-b92 
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ork, was contacted at his office, 
j . New York. He was advised of tne 
identity of the interviewing Agents and the nature of the 
interview and thereafter furnished the following information 
concerning his knowledge of the events surrounding the 
recent disturbance at the Attica Correctional Facility (ACF) 
Attica, New York. 



Subsequent to the rH Rturharcp at At. t ie a, he was 
requested to go to Attica by !who is the 

De an q £ the Medical School at"S uNiaE. He anq 

] from SUNYAB, traveled to Attica on September 21, 
1971, wrth a contingent of doctors sent by the Erie County 
Medical Society. 


In addition t 
the following doctors were also 



.n this contingent 


10/23/71 


Buffalo, New York 
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Two other doctors whose names he could not recall 
were part of this contingent. One of these doctors was on the 
staff of the Veterans Administration Hospital and the other 
was a physician on the staff of Deaconess Hospital. 


_ITno n arrival at. AflFj the group of doctors met with 

_ _ |the NeWr Vnr-ir Healt h Commission 

of t;he department o? Corrections. Jadvised that 

the purpose of the doctors being summoned ~ to Attica wa s to 
examine the prisoners at Attica who had been involved in the 
disturbance, to determine the nature of their injuries, 
to determine if possible the time these injuries occurred, 
and to determine if the prisoners had received adequate 
medical treatment. In regard to the determination of the 
time of injuries, a specific determination was to be made 
as to whether said injuries occurred within the 72 hour period 
prior to the examination. 


|began examining prisoners at approximately 
9:30 AM on September 21, 1971. He examined prisoners in Cell 
Block A accompanied by a correction officer (name unknown) and 
a recorder (name unknown) who was to record his medical 
findings. He examined approximately 120 prisoners, examining 
each prisoner in his cell after the prisoner removed his 
clothing. He determined that approximately 30$ to 35$ of the 
prisoners that he examined were injured and that approximately 
90$ of the prisoners he examined were black. He advised 
that the prisoners who had sustained injuries, for the most 
part, suffered minor abrasions and contusions. He described 
an abrasion as a scraping of the skin and a contusion as a 
scraping of the skin accompanied by swelling. Most of these 
wounds appeared to be on the extremities, the upper back and 
shoulders, and the lo wer abdomina l region and buttocks. These 

wounds appeared tol_Las caused by blows from a 

blunt instrument. In addition, two prisoners appeared to have 


suffered arm fractures inasmuch as they complained of severe 
pain accompanying the contusions. The diagnosis of the wounds 
of these prisoners was not conclusive and v-rava were ord ered. 


The results. 
It is 


Of thpgfl 


jf-rays are unknown to 
opinion that none of'these wounds 


£ 




occurred clurTng the 72 hour period prior to the examina tion 
and it appeared to him that all of the wounds that he examined 
were at least one week old or older. As best he could determine, 
the prisoners had received medical treatment prior to his 
examinations for their wounds. He noted that one prisoner's 
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abrasion appeared to be infected although it -was covered 
by a dressing. He had the recorder note that the dressing 
should be changed and the -wound should receive additional 
treatment to eliminate the infection. He stated that 
during the examinations, he -was accompanied at all times 
by a correction officer and the recorder, although they 
did not interfere -with any part of the examinations or 
any communication between the prisoners and himself# He 
stated that several of the prisoners were extremely verbose 
and complained about the conditions at Attica, but none 
of the prisoners he examined stated that they had been beaten 
at any time since the disturbance was quelled. The 
examinations were concluded at approximately 2:30 PM and 


it is 


f 


over all the notes he made .M 


unders t.andina that the 3 


denart.pd A(TF 


t approximately 3 PM on September 21, 1971. 
commented overall that the prisoners all 


turn ed 


'appeared to be in "good health" although some were suffering 
from such diseases as diabetes and asthma. 


|__| advised that he does not recall the 

names of any of the prisoners he examined. He stated that 
he spent approximately two to five minutes during the 
examination of each prisoner, yet he felt he could have 
spent as much time as he wanted with each prisoner since 
there was no interference by anyone with his examinations. 
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10/23/71 


_ | New York, was interviewed a t his office, 

| New York. He was advised of the identity 
of the interviewing Agents and the nature of the interview. 

He provided the following information concerning his 
activities at the Attica Correctional Facility (ACF), 

Attica, New York, prior to and subsequent to the quelling 
of the disturbance on September 13, 1971. 

Prior to furnishing this information, _ 

provided the following information concerning his educational 
background and medical qualifications: 



Cn S eptemb er 1 ±. IQ71 I__ _ 1 accompanied 

by Buffalo]____ _ traveled To Tne Attica 

Correctional Facility (ACFT^o satisfy their personal 
curiosit^-aQiuiaard.iitf- the disturbance that was occurring at 
Attica. attempted to enter Attica to see a 

patient of his wTTo was not involved in the disturbance, but 
was turned away at the gates by a correction officer. 

On Septe mber 14. !Q7lJ _ received a 

telephone call frorr the 

of Health, T~Z^ Z^~oi iMew~YOT K~7rib5n.7T~I^5w York 

requested that [ _ 1 contact local 

Buffalo physicians to go to Attica and gain entry there to 
observe the conditions that were occurring and the medical 
treatment being afforded to prisoners subsequent to the 
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Quailing of the disturbance on September 13 , 1971. 

_[contacted tee follow In s' individuals and reqtr 

that they accompany him to Attica; 




I_ladvised that | acepananlf 

him to Attica the evening of September 14, IQ7X1 anT 1 
was permitted to enter ACF although he,| f ~ 
was n«t. 

-Drj—fisptember 15, 1971, _ accompanied 

_[again traveled to Attica and attempted 

to enter ACF but were denied admittance. 

On September 16, 1971, I 
went to Attica and were denied admittance. 


Jadvised that on each occasion, the 
correction officer at the gate of Attica advis ed hi m that 

he could not enter without the .permission of a[_ 

believes is the hefe d phys ic taxi i 


i,clan at 


-enter the 
client . 
isonep he 


an 

ca 

;er 


e 

1 

■e« 
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- During and subsequent to the interview 9 

_Istated that he felt that this investigati o n wa s 

pointless since no beneficial action would be taken 
by any agencies involved. 

[__ advised he did not witness any injuries 

received oy prisoners at Attica Correctional Facility. 
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10/24/71 


__| Genesee 

County War Memorial Hospital, Batavia, New York, was Interviewed 
at his office in the hospital and freely and voluntarily furnished 
the following information. He was advised that this information 
could he used in a Court of Law and was alsb advised of the 
identity of the interviewing Agents. 

Regarding the Attica situation, he advised the 
hospital received several medical alerts prior to Monday, 

September 13, 1971, and kept track of events occurring at the 
hospital through the radio communication monitor at the 
hospital. The hospital monitored a- radio request that more 
surgeons were needed at the Attica Correctional Facility (ACF). 

A second radio call refle cted that no nurses were ne eded, just 

.<mrg£pn&, and accordingly ! went to ACF withf _] 

I another hospital staff sur gebn, at .^approximately lunch 
time on Monday. He arrived at ACF at approximately 1 PM and 
remained there until 6 PM. Immediately upon-arrival at ACF, 
he went to the ACF hospital area escorted by guards. He noted 
the situation at that time appeared to be chaos, disorganized 
with a complete break down of facilities an# many injured 
lying on stretchers outside the ACF hospital facility. His 
general impression was one of chaos with the medical effort 
lacking direction as they had apparently lacked any type of 
medical plan for the results of the assault or had just not 
expected the magnitude of the casualties as a result of the 
assault. He also noted a break d*wn in communication and the 
lack of coordination and direction to the medical effort. He 
classed the prison medical facility as very inadequate for a 
medical emergency of this magnitude. 


He furnished the following names of doctors who worked 
with him in the initial medical effort and were associated 
with Genesee County War Memorial Hospital: 



The following nurses assisted him in the operating 


room: 


On 10/23/71 at .5 at. via. New York _ File # Buffalo 44-392 ______ 

qa. cvrTrc'onirp d smr rajg and 

/VP5mlr 10/23/71 
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I_ | performed two operations on Monday, 

September 13, 1971* The first was on a Negro male. First 
Name Unknown | 1 for abdominal multiple bullet wounds 

and hip wounds. The second operation was on a Negro male 
by the name of [ ^]for a compound fracture of the right 

elbow due to gunsKof. [ T cTassed the wounds as 

being inflicted by bulTeUi not pallets from a "shotgun". 


On Tuesday, September 14, 1971^ 


was 


only at the facility from 8 AM to 9 AM for the purpose of 
checking the patients he had operated on. He did not 
remain at the facility as the surgical teams from the Edward 
J. Meyer Memorial Hospital who were use to working with each 
other were completely set up and thus he deemed his further 
service at ACF unnecessary. He has n» records of the 
operations he performed as he orally furnished the information 
at the time of'the operations to an operating room nurse 
apparently from the Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital who 
recorded the information. He estimated the total number of 
inmate casualties as 75 and classed the figure of inmate 
casualties quoted in the newspapers of 3°0 as being utterly 
ridiculous. 


He noted that the majority of the prison inmates 
were Negro and it was his contention that it would be very 
difficult for the casual observer passing by to detect 
bruises on the Negro inmates. 


|_ Ifrenuently referred back to the general 

chaotic situation, noting that emotions on both sides were 
running extremely high and that fear on both sides played 
a large part in the wild statements, rumors and accusations 
that were sometimes taken for fact due to their continued 
repetition. He noted some of the difficulties in a medical 
vein were basic ones such as the lack of any water to scrub 
in prior to operating as the prison water system had been 
damaged by the inmates, so he was told. In this case, he 
considered any positive action or any medical accomplishment 
better than standing around "wringing your hands". 


During the time 


_was at ACF, at no time 

did he see any physical abuse of the inmates and at no time 
did he see anything that could be classed as deprivation 

of medical assistance to the inmates. 
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_rp.qirii np _, 

c -1 

.1 

Rational 


interviewed at her residence, 
the following information: 


at which time she made available 


fin .Spnl- p.mhpr 1 


1971, accompanied bj 


she went to the Attica Correctional 


Facility as part of a delegation representing the National 
Association,, The purpose of this trip was to assist in the 
negotiation of a settlement and to administer any necessary 
first aid. The delegation stayed at the Facility until Monday 
morning, September 13, 1971. The delegation was never 
admitted to the prison. 


returQ£d__LO_ALLlCa on Wednesday, 


September 15, 1971 witht___ 

at the Howard University School of Medicine, and|_ 


The purpose of this return trip was to treat inmates who had 
sustained injuries during the takeover of the prison. However, 
the delegation was again refused admittance to the prison. 

The delegation remained at the prison for two days, during 

whic h timel _ 

had been inside the prison gates 


_spoke with numerous individuals who 


Although she heard rumors of brutality by the 
guards and state troopers, she did not speak with anyone who 
had witnessed any acts of brutality. She personally did not 
witness any acts of brutality and could name no one who had 
first-hand information of such acts. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 


10/23/71 


L 


I was telephonically 

contacted by Special AgentjI regarding an 
appointment for interview in regard to the Attica* New York 
Prison investigation. The purpose of the interview was care¬ 
fully explained to him. He advised he would be at home and 
available for the interview. 


Special Agent 


XMent to his resi- 


Snecijsl Agent of the 
stated he would 


dence and upon identifying himse lf as 
Federal Bureau of Investigation*I 
consent to the interview only if h e were allowed to record the 
interview. Special Agentlagain explained the purpose 
of the interview to him ana aavised him it would not be possi¬ 
ble to conduct the interview unden-thnse-ri oieums tances . As 


Special Agent 


was leaving* 


im 

1 


stated that he 


had no direct knowledge of specific acts of brutality and could 
have only provided the names of persons who claimed to have 
seen the results of the brutality. He went on to say that he 
understood f iiba±-±h^ Fpdp ga l Bure au of Investigation had already 

interviewe{_[and probably got what ever in- 

furmaliun he had from her* as he was with her at Attica and she 
possessed the same information. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date October 23, 1971 


__jHoward University 

School of Medicine, was interviewed at Freedmans,' Hospital, 
6th and V Streets N.W., Washington, D.C. at which time he 
made available the following information; 


_ On September 1 ^, 1971 3 accompanied by| |and 

___ | he went to the Attica correctional 

Facility as part of a delegation representing the National 
Medical Association. The purpose of this trip was to assist 
in the negotiations, of a settlement and to administer any 
necessary first aid. The delegation stayed at the Facility 
until Monday morning, September 13, 1971. The delegation was 
never admitted to the prison. 


Facility as part of 
Medical Association 


The delegation returned to Attica on Wednesday, September 
15j 1971a for the purpose of treating inmates who had sustained 
injuries during the take over of the prison. However, the 
delegation was again refused admittance. [ Jadvised 

that the delegation did remain outside the prison gates and 
spoke with numerous persons who had been inside the prison. 


Although he had heard rumors of brutality by the guards 
and troopers, he did not speak with anyone who had witnessed 
any acts of brutality. He personally did not witness any 
acts of brutality and could name no one who had first hand 
information of such acts. 


0n October 23. 1.971 WashingtQnj, 
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10/21/71 


irons 


EDWARD CARR, Chief Attorney for the Legal 
Aid society of New York, 11 Park Place, Ilevv York City (NYC), 
& r, a Ynr-i k (NY), presented Special Agent (,SA)T I 

I wlth a copy of the transcript of proceedings of 
Civil Action #1971-410 (inmates of the Attica Correctional 
Facility, ! _ ~1 on behalf of 

themselves and all other persons 'similarly situated) . 

As plaintiffs versus (NELSON ROCIQCRPELLER, Governor, 

State of New York; RUSSEL G. OSWALD, Commissioner of 
Corrections of the State of New Yorkj ] 

_] Attica Correctional Facility) as defendants 

in United States District Court for Western District of 
NY at Buffalo, NY. These transcripts cover such hearings 
on September 14 to September 16, 1971, September 23, 1971, 
September 27, 1971, September 30, 1971, October 4, 1971, 
October R. 1971 and October 6, 1971. He also presented 
SAl I with a copy of his letter of September 25, 1971 

to DAVID L. NORMAN, Assistant Attorney General, Civil 
Rights Division of Department of Justice, Washington, D.C. 
He also presented a copy of his letter of October 6, 1971 
to the same individual. These letters are as follows: 


n „ 10/20/71 0+ Mew York, Nsw York 
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i he Legal Aid Society 


TELEPHONE 
BARCLAY 7-2755 


Eleven Park Place 
New York, n. Y. 1C007 


Edward Q. Carr, Jr., aktorney-in-chicf 
Wary S. Tarcher, Assictant Attorney-in-Chiihf 

September 25, 1971 


Orison S' Ma'rden 

Chairman of the Board 

Leon Silverman 

President 

Peter H. Kaminer 
Robert McKay 
Sheldon Oliensis 
Powell Pierfoint 

Vice-Presidents 

Harold H. Healy, Jr. 

Treasurer 

Leonard B. Sand 

Assistant Treasurer 

Samuel W. Murphy. Jr. 

Secretary 

Mrs. Edward B. Edwards 

Assistant Secretary 


Honorable David L. Norman 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Norman: 

You are surely acquainted with the published re¬ 
ports of the incidents that occurred at The Attica Correc¬ 
tional Facility on September 13th when a force of New York 
State police, national guardsmen and correction officers 
put down an uprising by those prisoners who had taken 
control of a section of the prison and Who held a number 
of correction officers as hostages for several days. 

The authorities have stated that many persons 
were killed by gunfire in the action of the police, nine 
of whom were hostages. 

Legal Aid lawyers have been interviewing our 
clients in the prison since September 17 and so far have 
taken statements from about 120 prisoners detailing the 
events of September 13 and the following days. Many of 
these prisoners have told us of physical violence in¬ 
flicted on inmates by state police and other state officials 
far in excess of the force which may have been justified in 
retaking the prison. Much of this violence occurred appar¬ 
ently as punishment after the authorities had clearly re¬ 
gained control of the institution. The statements have in¬ 
cluded accounts of prisoners being shot and perhaps slain 
while obviously seeking to surrender, while attempting to 
flee the hail of gunfire, and in some cases, while lying 
on the ground. Prisoners have described to us beatings of 
inmates who had surrendered and been stripped, many of 
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THBrLEGAL AID SOCIETY 

Eleven Park Place 
New York, N. Y. 10007 


Edward Q. Carr, Jr., attorney.jn.chiep 
Mary B. Tarcher, Assistant attorney-?*,chief 

September 25, 1971 -2- 



ClUSON S..M ARDEN 

1 Cr.ainr.fjii oj the Board 

Leon Silverman 

President 

Peter H. Kaminer 
Robert McKay 
Sheldon Oliensis 
Powell Pierpoint 

Vice-Presidents 

Harold H. Healy. Jr. 

Treasurer 

Leonard B. Sand 

Assistant Treasurer 

Samuel W. Murphy. Jr. 

Secretary 

Mrs. Edward B. Edwards 

Assistant Secretary 


whom were forced to run gauntlets of troopers and correction 
officers who beat them severely with gun butts and staves. 

A number of those men, we understand, are presently in hos¬ 
pitals being treated for their injuries. Our lawyers have 
observed these injuries. 

In our view there is ample basis in the information 
given to us by our clients to justify and indeed require a 
thorough investigation by the Department of Justice of the 
violations of the federal civil rights laws that appear to 
have occurred in Attica Prison on and after September 1,3. 

The only New York investigation by an official charged with 
prosecuting violations of the law appears to be directed at 
developing cases against prisoners. The other authorized 
state inquiries do not have any prosecutorial function or 
authority. 


It seems certain that any crimes of: prisoners in 
Attica will be prosecuted vigorously by the New York 
authorities. An even-handed administration of justice, es¬ 
sential to respect for the law especially in the communities 
of the poor, requires that equal vigilance be devoted to 
the investigation of instances of official misconduct and 
oppression which violate the laws of the United States. 


Very truly your;s>. 



LEON SILVERMAN 
President 

EDWARD Q. CARR, Jr. 
Attorney in Chief 
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. XA. t- u<. - ->re n{ Siscjert is to render legal aid in the City of New York to persons 
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.New York. N. y. 10007 


October 6, 1971 


Hon. David L. Norman 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Constitution Avenue between 
9tn and 10th Streets 
Washington, D. C. 20530 


Dear Mr* Noriaan, 


With reference to the situation at Attica State 


Prison which Mr. Silverma n and I discussed with you 
and Messrs. O'Connor andf bf your staff on 


September 27, this is to eonrTrm the report I made 
to Mr. O’Connor by telephone this morning. 


We are told by our staff lawyers who have been 
engaged in the proceedings before Judge Curtin in 
Buffalo that the minutes of the testimony given in 
that case on September 16 and 30, and October 4 and 5 
contain much information that would be helpful in an 
investigation of the possible violations of the civil 
fights of prisoners. 


_ Those minutes would include the testimony of 

_ I a National Guard member who was in the 

prison on September 13 and observed the events? of a 
number of prisoners concerning those events? of Warden 
Mancusi and the testimony of Assemblyman Eve, New York 
legislator who was in the prison with the negotiating 
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Eon. David L. Norman 


^rcaitteo on and before 


October 6 , IS7I 


OVV * 


sober 13. 


Wa are also told that in tho district court on 


Mondav October 4 -' n nr>t7v«-.o 


ina p--Of!oo.fiiinrf^ 


before Judge Curtin| _ 

I b-Ptearinq fo r the setae in J-hut 


matter, announced that bis superior Mr. Fincher had 
requested of the Department of Justice that it under- 
ta3:e an investigation of the possible violations of 
the civil rights of prisoners bv state officials on 
ancl after September 13= statement lends 

ov/erful support to the request put to you by Mr. 
ilvermaa and myself on Sept emb er 27. 

We are very eager to receive your answer to our 
request, as it seems to us that time is of the essence 
in this matter. 

Very truly yours, 


EDWARD Q. CARR, JR, 
Attorney-in-Chief 


SQC: pit 

ccs Hon. William O’Connor 

SPECIAL DELIVERY 
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Mr. CARR advised that besides the transcript, 
further information on Attica which would take 
a week to assemble ana provide to the F.B.I. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Dote ol tronscription 


10/22/71 


Mr. mmASD CASK. Chief Attorney of Legal Aid 
Society of Hew York City (SIC), See York ?HY), telephonic*lly 
advised that toy next Wednesday, October 27, 1971, he would 
have a list of names of the Attica 1 mantes interviewed 
by the Legal Aid Society and provide sane to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 


He advised that his staff of attorneys is very 

busy and as to the request of the FBI for copies of all 
toe statements made by suer, inmates, ne Kill begin attempting 
to provide ue with sue;5 statements. He advised that this 
will take a great deal of time since they must first consult 
with their clLent inmates as to whether they want such 
statements released to the FBI. If they find out from 
these inmates that they are no longer represented by 
Legal Aid Society, they will then have to ascertain the 
name of their present legal counsel and then forward 
such information to the FBI so that they can then contact 
such attorneys. 


He advised that o n Sep tember 27, 1971, he tele- 
phonically talked with Mr. DAVID 50RMAH, Assistant Attorney 
General in Charge of the Civil Bights Divisi on of the United 
States Department of Justice and he advised IKBWAS o f the 
difficulty in providing such statements when BORMAN asked 
if it was possible to get copies of statements of inmates 
of Attica taken by Legal Aid Society. 

He advised that he will put his position on 
this matter in a letter he will write to Special Agent 
[ ] today and will forward a copy of such letter to 

HCRMAH. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 . 


Date 


10/22/71 


_ _____|of Legal Aid Society 

of New York City (NYC), New York* was interviewed at such 
society's office at 11 Park Place* Manhattan* NYC* New York, 
He advised that on September 9* 1971* such society* hearing 
of the disturbances at Attica Correctional Facility at 
Attica* New York* and wishing to look after the interests 


of their clients in such institution* telephonically contacted 


]• Counsel for Office of Commissioner of 
Correction of State of New York at Albany* New York. They 


notified h im t hat t hey were going to Attica and he advised 
he would make arrangements. On September 9a 1971a they arrived 
at Attica Correctional Facility with lawyers and medical 
aid, but they were turned away. On September 13* 1971a they 
heard of shootings at Attica Correctional Institution and 
left from NYC by motor vehicles with lawyers and medical 
aid. They arrived in Buffalo, New York* on the same day 
and got in touch with United States District Courty Judge 
JOHN T. CURTIN of Western District of New York at Buffalo* 

New York. On the p.m. of September 13* 1971a Judge CURTIN 
signed a Restraining Order which in effect required the 
authorities at Attica Correctional Institution to admit 
33 named attorneys, not to interview some of the clients of 
such attorneys at Attica until such attorneys were present 
at the interviews and to allow admittance to the medical 
teams which such attorneys had brought with them. On 
the early a.m. of September 14, 1971* such contingent 
of attorneys and tha mpdip.ai tpam arrived «t. Attica Correctional 


Institution* wherej 
such order by the attorneys. 


_ |w as served with 

He would not -admit them and 


they understood that he had instructions to accept such 
order* but not to obey it. They then called Judge CURTIN 
and he advised that he would have a hearing on this matter 
at the United States District Court in Buffalo, New York 
later on September 14* 1971. 


He advised that Legal Aid Society interviewed 
approximately 200 inmates who were at the Attica Correctional 
Institution during the disturbances* but he can recall only 
the name of six of these persons. He will search the records 
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of such society and will have available a list of the 
names of the rest of the persons interviewed within a 
week. The name^ of the six are as follows: 

- presently at Manhattan House 
of Cur rg C ' C Ta iTS — trie — r re r 1 York --- 

till at Attica 

- still at Attica. - - \ 

still at Attica I 

- still at Attica / 


lives at| 


released o n parole and presently 
I New York 


I_ | advised that the first time Legal 

Aid Society was able to interview any inmates at Attica 
Correctional Facility was on September 17, 1971 and that 
they were given only four rooms in which to do such 
interviews. Such institution still has only four rooms avail¬ 
able for such interviews. He advised that the following 
legal organizations also interviewed inmates at Attica 
and the following named men from such institutions should 
have information on such interviews: 

National Association for Advancement of _ 

Colored Peopled Defense Fund - 
1 New York 


American Civil Liberties Union - 
New York 1 


.national Lawyers Guild - 
New York 



Na t iona l Conference of Black Lawyers - 

L New York _ 
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ntarvf.tav -Prvr r.nngt.H.nt.irmal Ri orVyhc 


a 


York 


New 


z 


ladvised that a large number of the 


inmates interviewed at Attica by Legal Aid Society alledged 

atina s._ He can only presently recall th e names of] 

|as making alXe- 
gations or “being Beat after or Huring She takeover of 
Attica by the authorities. He will review his records 
and within a week will supply the names of the inmates 
who alledged beatings to Legal Aid Society. 


He advised that ARTHUR EVE, New York State 
Assemblyman from Buffalo, New York would have a lot of 
information to provide the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI). 
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Date 


10/24/71 


was contacted a 


his rpsidpn ce 


I 


in Rochester, New York on October 23, 1971' 
at that time made available two reels of eight miilTmeter 
film, which are numbered One and Two. 


b6 

b7C 


These films are located in Exhibit A-l. 


On 


by 


_lQ./23,/71—at £och£Sl£X ? -New-York:- 


File # Bu££alo.._M -592_ 


£ 

and 



b6 [ 


PAJ *caw 

Date dictated 

10/24/71 

b7C 


" 77 - 
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Date 10/27/71 


urLrer m 


Captain. New York Sta te Police, 


Can, 

M- 


Assistant 


acting uitdFT TTTS XT TTC TTTTTnX ' 

Attorney uenerai .tor tne state or wew yoik, made" available 
two reels of eight millimeter film, 


I explained when doing so, that these two 
reels represented 11 shorter film segments, which were 
taken at the time of the riot and subsequent retaking of the 
prison during the period of September 9-13* 1971. 


I_ | explained that the 11 small reels are 

being maintained separately by him, but were reproduced 
in their entirety on the two reels furnished as a matter 
of convenience in both duplicating and viewing. 


These two films can be found under Exhibit A-l. 


n „ 10/27 /[I Attica, New York 

SAsf ^nd 

. CARL E. UNDERHILL/ CEsca w 

by —— ---— 


File # Buffalo 

Date dictated_ 1°/ %_/[! 


- 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date _ 10/27/71 



r 

b6 | 

Tfi —IT-ri-1-3-—-T 

through ,Captain| 

b7C 


tape taken by the New York State Police at the Attica 
Correctional Facility during the disturbance. 

The tapes furnished are copies and the originals 
are being maintained as evidence by the New York State 
Police. 

These\video tapes can be found under Exhibit A-3< 


o, 10/27/71 .t 


Attica, New York 


.File # 


Buffalo 44-592 


SAs 


by 


CARL E. UNDERHILL/CEUscaw 


-Date dictated 


10/27/71 


79 z 


b6 

b7C 
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Date 


10/27/71 - 




through Caotalr 


a va i 

.lable the following photographs anc 

where avairaoie. 


the legend or Inventory of same: 

128 color prints, which were taken by Monroe 
County, New York personnel for the New York State Police. 
These photographs bear the identifying data "MC" followed 
by the appropriate number. The inventory or legend of 
these pictures was also made available. 

346-33 millimeter slides, which are referred to 
as Trays A to E in the legend or inventory which was also 
made available. These photographs were taken by New 
York State Police personnel. It is noted that in connec¬ 
tion with Tray C of thene-Slides. tha^ the scenes depicted 
were analyzed by one I 
State Attorney General’s Staff. 


on the New York 


Further in connection with these photographs, 
additional 89 duplicate and dud slides were furnished. 


an 


143 color photographs, which were taken by New 
York State Police personnel in what is inventoried as the 
V series. The "E n series inventory revealed that there 
were 192 pictures in said series. Pictures 1 through 42 
were not furnished as they are of deceased hostages and 
have been removed to individual autopsy files. Photographs 
103 and 111 could not be located nor could photographs 
188 through 192. The "E" series legend inventory was also 
made available. 


00-3"x h*' color photographs of Attica, taken by 

bf the New York State Police. No inventory 


of legend list has been prepared in connection with these 
pictures. 

Three boxes containing a total of 118 slides, 

35 millimeter, of scenes at Attica. 

Four man!la folders containing a total of 122 
-&l' xlQ — b l - a ^kr-a-B4-w h j-t e-phot Qg -r a p fis- T —-Fold er-OBg- c onta 4.-fts- 


On 10/27./71 Attica, New York 

SAs CARL S. UNDERH ILL and 

by-1--- 




EU:caw 


.File # Buffalo 44-992 
-Date dictated_ 10/ZJ/TL_ 
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59 photographs; Folder Two contains 18 photographs; Folder 
Three contains 15 photographs; and Folder Four contains 
30 photographs. 

Folders One, Two and Four contain a legend. There 
is no legend or inventory available for Folder Three. 

46l - 8"xl0" black and white photographs depicting 
scenes at Attica during the uprising and retaking. These 
photographs are contained in 25 envelopes and the legend 
for each of the envelopes has been provided. 

It is noted in connection with the numbering 
sequence of the black and white photographs, that all 
of the film packs were first sent from Attica to the New 
York State Police Photo Lab at Troop "A" headquarters in 
Batavia, New York. The color film packs were thereafter 
deleted and sent to the Color Processing Laboratory of the 
New York State Police, which is located at Troop "E" head¬ 
quarters at Canandaigua, New York. 

Troop "E" did not thereafter number their photo¬ 
graphs in the same manner as did Batavia and the "E" series 
photographs resulted as set forth above. 

These photographs can be found under Exhibit A-2. 
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l New York State Police* 

brought tnree reeTs ox 1 video tape To the Frauenheim Processing 
Company* Inc.* 180 South Park Avenue* Buffalo* New York* for 
the purpose of having one duplicate copy made and furnished 
to the Federal Bureau of In vest_inat ion. Each of these 
original reels furnished by were described as 20 

minute reels* helical scan* two inch video tape. 

-iTape Number One* according to the log furnished 

by[_ indicated that taping began at 12:30 PM* September 

12* 1971 and continued intermittently until 4:40 PM* Sept¬ 
ember 12* 1971* The equipment is described as a Craig 
VTR* Model 6406V* Serial Number 03290004. This equipment 
was operated by Detective~| f the Niagara 

Falls* New York Police Department. 

Tape Number Two started at 4:35 PM* Sppt.pmbpr 12 . 
1971 and was operated intermittently by Detect ive f 1 

with the same equipment being used until 9:40 AM* September 
13* 1971. During the time that Tapes One and Two were being 
operated* Attica Correctional Facility power was being 
utilized. 

. Tan a_.Hugi.ha j* Three was operated continuously by 
Detective from 9*40 AM until 10 :20 AM on 

September 13 * I9YTT £_ 1 said it appeared 

obvious that Tape Number Three was used up; hcwever* 

Detective| ] continued to operate the camera 

because if wouTci snow what was happening on the monitor* 
even though the events were not being recorded on the tape. 


|said the location of this 

equipment was aX a poTnl" Tn £ell Block "c”* approximately 
100 yards in distance from the nearest perimeter surrounding 
the area controlled by the rioting inmates. 

I 1 further explained that the 

Attica Correctional Facility has four exercise yards* each 
exercise yard being approximately 100 yards square and 
all being surrounded by Cell Blocks A* C* B* and D going 


_at_B.uXfalQ-»^iIeM -York 




-File # J3u££ala_M=5a2_ 


-Date dictated 
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clockwise. Dividing these four exercise yards are walkways 
intersecting in the center and this intersection is referred 
to as Time Square. 

r _Thp afnrpmpnt.innpfi video tapes were duplicated 

bvl __ J an employee of the Frauenheim Process 

Company, Inc. [ Jutilized one sixty foot tape plus 

one twenty foot tape. It is pointed out that even though 
the three original reels were described as being reels 
of 20 minutes each'' in length, the sixty foot tape did not 
hold all of the three original reels, therefore, the twenty 
foot reel was utilized to include the remainder of the 
third original reel and there is an overlap of approximately 
one minute on this twenty foot duplicate reel. 

I stated he has determined that there was 

considerable "hash" on the third original reel,which he 
explained was caused by the switching over from institu¬ 
tional power to 12 volt battery power immediately prior 
to the retaking of the institution. He said this situation 
was further aggravated in that the batteries being utilized 
to opepit^ equipment were weak and only measured 10.5 

volts. | further stated the "hash" on any duplicate 

made would" be intensified. He said, however, the "hash" 
can be eliminated, but eliminated only on the original 
video tape through a time-lapse type of procedure which 
would require in his estimation, approximately 24 hours 
of work by one man. He said absolutely nothing can be done 
to improve the duplicate video tape. 

said there is no audio on the first two 
tapes inasmucn as the operator was triggering the tape in 
the reverse direction. He said, however, there is audio 
on the third tape, which can be amplified to some extent 
by turning the volume of the monitor up full. He said 
the quality of the.sound on the original sound track could- 
be improved by costly and lengthy processes, utilizing 
special equipment. He said to date nothing has been done 
to change or alter in any way the original three video 
tapes. 









FD-302 (Rev. 3-17-69) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


-I- Date 10/23/71 


|_ [ Attica 

Correctional Facility, stated that he had no information 
concerning any medical reports that had been prepared 
after the assault had taken place. 

He stated that ! L -who was the 

doctor charged with the responsibility of overseeing the 
medical facilities at each New York State Correctional 
Institute, had been on the scene during the entire time 
and could possibly furnish the identities of any doctors who 
participated in prisoner and hostage treatment. 


On 


by 


' 0/21/71 


-at 


-File # 


Buffalo hu-592 


j: 


-H- 


-Date dictated- 


This document conteins neither recommendation* nor conclusion* of the FBI. It ie the property of the FBI and tognfd-to 
your agency; it and it* content* are not to be distributed outside your agency. " 
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Date_ lQ/2 3/ g . 


advised that he is the 


prison physician for the Attica Correctional Facility. 

[ 


advised that when the riot took, place, there 
were many doctors who r oame to the faci l ity to be of assistance. 


Y 


advised that 


who is the doctor 
having overall responsibility lor the medical facilities for 
all New York. State Correctional Institutions was on the scene. 


|advised that he did not make any listing of any of 
the doctors or nurses who reported to Attica and he doubted 
that any such list had been madp by anyone. 


He pointed out tha t the doctor teams had checked 
over patients on a need basis, notations were made by the 
doctors on sheets of paper, which he believed contained the 
name and number of the inmate and what medication was issued. 


He stated that these were not hi no- more than notations 
and in his opinion, were valueless. | | stated that he 

had, however, maintained these sheets or paper in the bottom 
drawer of his desk, but they had disappeared from his desk 
and he did not know who had taken them, nor could he say 
when they had disappeared. He advised that these were the 
only records made to his knowledge of the treatment after 
the prison had been retaken. 


taken 
them, 
it if 


He said it was conceivable that I _ I had 

these records or that the investigating team could have 
although he said he believed ne would have known about 
the investigative team had tnem. 


On 121 — Li! - ■■ 3 . NfKYorK _ Flle # Buffalo Ait-592 


by ami. * SESme ' ' ^-Date dictated__ 

-is- 

Thi» dooumant oontaine naithar raoommandatlona nor oonolualona of tha FBI. It la tha proparty of the FBI and ia iaarfstpta' 
your afanoyj .lt and ita oontanta ara not to ba diatrlbutad outaida your aganoy. 
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Captain New York Stat ^ Pnlirp^ 

when queriea as to any medical reports that the 
investigating team have obtained, stated that medical 
records had apparently not been kept in any great detail. 

He then furnished a list of wounded inmates as 
of September 19, 1971. This list of names was prepared 
on a Form F-48, under the letterhead of State of New York, 
Department of Correction, Attica Correctional Facility, 
This list contained the following named inmates t 


Name 


Inmate Number 



On _1»Z21Z'Z!_ at _ _ All Lea. New Yrrk 


SAs CARL E. UNDEPH11 L and 

by l~ 


/6 - 


.File # Buffalo 99-592 


-Date dictated —10/2^/71 
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Name Inmate Number 



Captainf |stat.ea that it is not Known who 

made these records or when they were made. He paid he can 
only assume that the injuries were received after the assault 
and retaking the facility had commenced. He said prior to 
that time, some inmates came out of the cell block, area 
which was under tr.e control of the rioting inmates volun- 
tarily,tegsESesassasSPI^-nd these persons names may be 
included in this iist of lreased inmates. 

This information can oe found under Exnioit B-3• 
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|_| Attica Correctional 

Facility, made available the following list of inmates who 
had been transported to the E. Meyer Memorial Hospital for 
treatment following the retaking of the prison facility by 
authorities„ 

I I noted that two names on the list appear 

twice, as two men were sent to E* J, Meyer Memorial Hospital 
on two separate occasions., 


10/21/71 


A t ties a 


Buffalo 44-59J 


la: j caw 


-Date dictated- 1 9 / 23 / 71 . 
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; j, October 21 v 1971 


PAHEKTS - METER MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 


11AME 



25496 Edward R. C. iTTMenefee 




\ 


24486 Richard LtfMoore 


27449 Willi ssh^cXinney Jce-'- 


ADMITTED 
9/13/71 . 
9/13/71 
^ 9/13/71 
9/13/71 
9/13/71 
9/13/71 
9/13/71 
9/13/71 
9/14/71 
9/14/71 
' 9/14/71 
9/14/71 


PJSTURKED 

10/9/71 

9/16/71 

DIM) 9/25/71 

9/22/71 
• \ 


9/23/7I 

9/24/71 
DIED 9/23/71 

DIED 9/14/71 
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9/25/71 
10/4/71 
10/16/71 
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Captain [ Mew York State Police, 

made available autopsy reports for 28 prisoners who died 
as a result of the law enforcement assault to regain control 
of Attica Prison, 


reports for hostages who died, 


made available nine autopsy 


Hepcon.ld-nat-.locate on October 21, 1971* a report 

for Sergeant| _| and he stated he would make every 

effort to locate same. 


did make available on October 22, 1971 
the autopsy report on CUNNINGHAM„ 

_pointed out that the reports on the prisoners 

are not in chronological order because the medical examinations 
conducted bT |>f the New York City Medical 

Examiners Office were prepared on one report and were not 
capable of then being broken down as were the others. 

t _ also point ed out that in the examinations 

conducted byj _| there were some minor errors 

and|_ [ was sending his secretary to the Attica 

Correctional Facility on Wednesday, October 27, 1971 to 
make those minor corrections. 

_stated he had been informed that the 

changes were minor and of such a nature as to have no 
bearing or would not make any drastic change in the signi¬ 
ficance or conclusion of the report. 

The prisoners autopsy reports can be located in 
Exhibit B*2bo The hostage autopsy reports can be located 
in Exhibit B-2a„ 

Captain stated that in regard to the 

anf.onsies conducted oy| 

| each of these croc ivuft autupyy pnotograpnt'T *;one 
of which were furnished to the State Police and should be still 


0n 10/21-22/71 at Attica, New York 
SAs CARL E„ UNDEKH f'l.L aniL^« 


_File # Buffa lo 
































at the Valhalla Hospital in Valhalla,, New York. 
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10/2 3/71 


[ _ I was recontacted following the 

interview of l bf the 

New York State Department »f Correctional Facilities. 


I ladvlsed that the portions of the records 

referred to by| |as the examinations by the team 

of nine physicians would oe the autopsy protocols by the 
nine medical examiners. 

_ |stated that these autopsy protocols had 

been furnished to him and were the items which had been 
furnished to the Federal Bureau of Investigation by Captain 

T~ consisting of autonsy reports for 28 prisoners 
and 10 hostages. 


!_| said that he had n o additional medical 

records which had been furnished him bi f 


io/23/' 


t <'i r tt r ; ? 'cw v f -0 _ File# BuifalO 44 - 2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



provided the following signed statementj 

"Buffalo, New York 
October'22, 1971 

"if_L do 

How- 
and 
enti- 

fied themselves to me’as Special Agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
No threatsj promises, or coercion has 
teen used against me, and T understand 
this statement may te used in a court 
of law. 



freely and vo 1 untar 
ing statement to | 

Bruce H. Norwen, 111, who Have ‘It 


1C/22/71 Buffalo, New York 


.FU« # 


Buffalo 

4A-592 


BRUCE B, NOirWEli , III/A MT> ;pmg 


- (ft/- - 


.Ditt dtotfctftd 


10/23/71 


Thii ddduminiooatiiAi niithar MMmmindAtieni nor eonoluilon* of th« FBI, It it the property of th« FBI and ti lotnotk 













"NewJYork, arriving at lls30 AM. 

’’Upon cur arrival, and having 
cleared the security area, we were 
taken to the infirmary pharmacy and 
allowed to assemble those drugs neces¬ 
sary to treat any prisoners for medical 
i n nejL&e jaj. We were told by[ _] 

[_Jresident. Attica physician, 

that we were to treat three prisoners 
suffering from asthma, diabetes and 
general internal medical problems, . 

We were advised that there had been 
no sick call for over one*v/epk due 
to the .riot. . 1 f 4' 

"We then went to Cell block "S", 
broke into teams and covered the 
entire block. Cur procedure was to 
interview each prisoner, inquire as 
to his physical condition, treat him 
according to his specific needs for 
internal medicine. There were only 
approximately 20* prisoners confined 
to Cell block "E" and I interviewed 
A or 5 of-'these prisoners. 

~Vw K '; "One Ksgro male, 27 years old 
name unknown, had a bullet wound in 
his right forearm, which had previously 
been treated. ’ The prisoner told me 
he hah Seer. wounded by a bullet. I. 
determined that all he needed was a 
clean bandage, which I provided., and 
thereafter referred him to a surgeon, 
name unknown. I noticed no significant 
medical problems in the others, -y 

"Cur group then, went to Cell 
block "a" where we again divided and 
covered the. entire cell block erea 1■ 
i observed that most of the cells were. 

«**./*• /M in i' o^ Ktr ^ rra * n 

w v « ...vs* fcr^Y ;.u —*.i t U 4 iu WA 

two men to e, cell.. Thsre'vsre .numerous 

r-«. 
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"surgeons making their rounds at this 
time in Cell Block "a", treating those 
with open wounds. Any individual I 
contacted who told me he had a bullet 
wound or had a bandage was not examined 
by me, I did notice, possibly five to 
ten persons with dirty bandages and 
changed them. A small, undetermined, 
number of inmates had casts on and 
were under the care of surgeons, 

"I interviewed a total of some¬ 
where between 200 and 300 prisoners. 
Approximately 30 % of the prisoners had 
no complaints. Of the remaining pri¬ 
soners, again specific number undetermined, 
the major complaint I received was for 
conjunctivitis, inflammation of the eyes 
and for superficial skin irritation, the 
.result of tear gas. An undetermined 
number of individuals had bruises on the 
abdomen, buttocks and thighs, A small 
number 'of prisoners with wounds had 
lacerations of the'scalp and back bruises. 
An approximation of this would be 30% of 
those complaining had tad bruises, and 30% 
to eyes, stomach or skin irritation. 

Those who were with bruises stated they 
had received these bruises immediately 
during and Immediately following the 
assault on the prison on Monday, September 
13., 1971,’ none of them complained of 
beatings after that time, 

"I treated five prisoners for 
diabetes and three to five individuals 
who "needed asthmatic medication., I,. .. 
referred a prisoner to the surgeon when 
he c ampleined of dark urine., claiming 
he was hit In the side. We segregated 
one prisoner who told us he was under 
treatment for active tuberculosis. 


__'’Vo t„g v.g roller* ± •> (Jell. BlOCk "C" 

and| responded to 

treat a oriaocer woo had a diabetic 


problem. I noticed that the toilets 
were not work Inc in Cell Block "A" and 


-fc - 
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"no toilet paper was available in the 
block. I was told the toilets were 
disabled during the riots, according to 
the. Attica guards. 

"All notes, names of prisoners 
treated, and those needing follow-up 
t re, at merit were turned over tol H 

_ who in turn compiled a m aster 

li 1 to be submitted tg_ [ 

I do not recall the specific name or 
number of any prisoner I treated. 

"We left the prison at approximately 
6:00 PM. 

"We returned to Attica at approxi¬ 
mately 11:00 AM on September 16, 1971 
and recontacted those determined previously 
to need follow-up treatment. We spent 
the majority of the day in Cell block 
"A" . No prisoners reported any new 
injuries to me and medically I located 
none. One prisoner did claim he was 
bruised by clubbing during the night, 
but I located no medical evidence to 
substantiate this. 

"At approximately 4:30 PM_ 

and I went to the isolation area tot r6a t 


and had not been treated. 

We referred him to Meyer Memorial Hospital 
in Buffalo, New York. 

"I again state that I cannot positively 
state the number of prisoners I treated, 
examined or referred. I cannot state 
accurately the number of prisoners I 
observed with wounds, bandages, inf laminations 
and bruises. I have no records in my 
possession concerning the names of prisoners 
treated by me and do not recall the names 
of these individuals. 
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"I have read the above state¬ 
ment consisting of this and 4 additional 
pages. I have initialed each page and 
all corrections and additions and now 
sign it because it is accurate and true 
to the best of my knowledge. 


"Witnessed: 


VbJ _ 

" 10 / 22/71 

Special Agent, 

YET, Buffalo, ITY., 10/22/71. 
Bruce H. Norwell, Special Agent, 
FBI, Buffalo, N. Y., 10/22/71." 


I_I additionally advised that other individuals 

roffi Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital on duty at the Attica 
orrectional Facility x^ere the following surgeons who were 
there from September 13, 1971 to at least September 15, 1971: 
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Date 


10/21/71 


[-- I 1 

Hospital Administration, Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospitals 
462 Grider, Buffalo, New YorK, was contacted regarding the 
number and identities of prisoners from the Attica State 
Correctional Facility admitted and treated at his hospital 
following the Attica disorder.| [advised that he 

would provide the number and identities or those prisoners 
admitted and treated at his hospital % however, he would 
prefer any information obtained from the files of those 
prisoners be obtained through subpoena. 


Agents, tejepho^ iCaTly centactec 


1 


in the presence of the interviewing 


Erie 


County Attorney, and advised him of the FetTeraT Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) Agents 5 presence in his office, and of 
the FBI Agents* request for information regarding the 
number, identities, and records of prisoners from the Attica 
State Correctional Facility admitted and treated at his 
hospital following the Attica di sorder. I I agreed with 

Jopinion, .1.e., that should provide 


the number and identities c.f the prisoners in question and 
any inf Treat, ii or from the files he obtained through subpoena. 

1 advised the su bpoenas should lie directed 
Hospital Administration, 


1 


tc 

Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital. 


provided the following list of prisoner 


patients in the hospital as of October 2.1, 1971s 



b6 

b7C 


1 

b6 

b7C 


1 

b6 

b7C 


b6 
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10/21/ 71 Buff u O', J York 

On____at-:-- 


J and 


by 


JJFX: 


:ru r 


„Buffalo 44-391* 

-File M. _Il_ 


-Date dictated 
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o line aoove list oi names are oemg maintain 
hospital floor. 


my on the 


provided the following list of prisoner 
patients who have previously been, admitted and discharged: 



[_J provided the following list of prisoner 

patients who were admitted and died while under treatment 
at the hospitals 

J WILLlASt MG KINKY - dead on arrival 
l a ,t>/ RICMMKOORE 
\ W / CLHfflMlEHY 


j_stated that hospital' records*; for the 

deceased patients are stored in. a warehouse and ate not 
immediately available. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



10/24/71 


_Jvjas contacted by Special Agents of 

the FBI while a pat ^fc'at.Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital 
462 Grider Street, Buffalo, Hfew York, who advised him of 

the nature of the inquiry. [_ Ispecific approval for 

the release of his medical records while a patient of Edward 
J. Meyer Memorial Hospital to authorized representatives 
of the FBI was requested. 

jverbally authorized the release of his 
medical records oy Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital, and 
signed specific authorisation for such release by executing 
a form captioned "Authority to Release Information." 


1 0/22/71 at Buffalo, Now York 



Buffalo 

_File # . 44-592 _ 

-Date dictated- ] &/22/T X _ 


~ /Of - 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the F-EI. It is the property of the FByjt 
jt^gbnt^S sp >rfbt to b^d^ribi^ted .outside you| . apgjg fer. 1 


Wed to ' I 













FD-302 (Kev. 3-17459) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date _1Q /24 /ZI 


| _j was contacted by Special Agents of 

the PBI while a patient at Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital, 
462 Grider Street. Buffalo, Hew' York, who advised him of the 
nature of the inquiry. | | specific approval for the 

release of Ms me-’icai records while a patient of Edward J. 
Meyer Memorial Hospital to authorized representatives of 
the FBI was requested. 


1_I verbally authorized the release of his medical 

records by Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital and signed speci¬ 
fic authorization for such release by executing a form cap¬ 
tioned "Authority to Release Information." 



Buffalo 

0n 10/22/71 Buffalo. New York _File # ^-592 _ 



Date dictated 


- pZ - 


10/22/71 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date_ 10/20/Z1 


the 
462 
the 
the 

J. Meyer Memorial Hospital to authoriz e d representatives 
of the FBI was requested. 

_] verbally authorized the release of his 

medical records by Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital and 
signed specific authorization for such release by executing 
a form captioned "Authority to Release Information." 


was contacted by Special Agents of 
FBI while a patient at Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital, 
Grider Street, Buffalo, Hew York, who advised him of 
nature of the inquiry, f ["specific approval for 

release of his medical records while a patient of Edward 


10/22/71 at Buffalo. New York 


3As[ 


Buffalo 
.File # 44-522 


land 

I / T , 


- /O 3 - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 1Q/2V71 


j_| was contacted by Special Agents 

of the FBI while a patient at Edward «T. Meyer Memorial 
Hospital, 462 Grider Street. Buffalo.—He^-York, who advised 

him of the nature of the inqu iry. _ spec ific approval 

for the release of his medical records while a patient of 
Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital to authorized representa¬ 
tives of the FBI was requested. 

[_Jverbally authorized the release of his 

medice 1 records by Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital and 
signed specific authorization for such release by executing 
a form captioned ''Authority to Release Information." 


Buffalo 


10/22/71 

of Buffalo , N<w Y ark 

File# i ' , + -S5 9 

SA| 

and 



j/JFL; iae 

Data dictator! 10/22/71 

-/ o// - 
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your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 


10/24/?! 


I I was contacted by Special Agents of the 

FBI while a patient at Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital, 

462 Orider Street, BuffalOj. New York, who advised him of the 
nature of the inquiry,, [ ] specific approval for the release 

of his medical records wMTe a patient of Edward J„ Meyer 
Memorial Hospital to autdrorized representatives of the FBI was 
requested. 


j_|verbally authorized the release of his medical 

records by Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital and signed 
specific authorization for such release by executihg a form 
captioned "Authority to Release Information." 


nn 10/22/71 _at 

SA^ 
by- 


Buffalo. New Yr.rk 


Burralo 

Fils # _ 44-59 2 . 


■and 


toLiiae. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date I0/gV71 


I was contacted by Special Agents 

of the FBI while a pat.ient at Edward J„ Meyer Memorial 
Hospital^, 462 Grider Street, Buffalo. Hew York, who advised 
him of the nature of the inquiry. | [ specific 

approval for the release of his medical records while a 
patient of Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital to authorized 
representatives of the FBI was requested. 


I_Jverbally authorized the release of his medi¬ 

cal records by Edward .7. Meyer Memorial Hospital and signed 
specific authorisation for such release by executing a form 
captioned "Authority to Release Information." 


Buffalo 

0n 10 /22/71 at Buffalo. Few York _File #_ 44-59 2 


by 


S.As 



Date dictated 


10/22/71 


-/<? 6 - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 


10/24/71 


the FBI w' 


was contacted by Special Agents of 


bile a patient at Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital, 


462 Grider Street Buffalo. New York, who advised him of the 


nature of the incuiry, 


specific approval for the 


release of his medical records while a patient of Edward J. 
Meyer Memorial Hospital to authorized representatives of the 
FBI was recuestedo 


verbally authorized the release of his 
Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital and 

for such release by executing 


medical records by 
signed specific authorization 
a form captioned "Authority to Release Information." 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


10/22/71 Buffalo . Yew York 

On_at--- 
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.File # _ 44-59 2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




i J X 


Date 


10/24/71 


__ _ was contacted by Special Agents of 

the FBI while a 'datient at Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital, 
462 Orider Street Buffalo. New York., who advised him of the 
nature of the inquiry. specific approval for the 

release of his medical records while a patient of Edward J. 
Meyer Memorial Hospital to authorized representatives of the 
FBI was requested. 


verbally authorized the release of his 
Euward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital and 

release by executing 
Information." 


medical r&qtrra'S try 
signed specific authorization for such 
a form captioned "Authority to Release 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


On 10/22/71 at Buffalo, New York 
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SA 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 


10/24/71 


hias contacted by Special Agents 
a patient at Edward J. Meyer Memorial 

Street Buffa 1o. Ne w Yor k . who advised 

specific approval 


of the FBI 'while 
Hospital, 462 Grider 
him of the nature of the inquiry. 

for the release of his medical records while a patient of 
Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital to authorized representatives 
of the FBI was recmested, 


b6 

b7C 


_verbally authorized the release of his 

medical records by Edward *7. Meyer Memorial Hospital and 
signed specific authorization for such release by executing 
a form cautioned "Authority to Release Information." 


b6 

b7C 


On 


by 


10/22/ 71 at Buffalo, t-few Yori 
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.File # 44-BQg 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 10/2-- l /71 

1%: 


I _Jwa.s contacted by Special. Agents of 

the FBI while^a' patient .at Edward ■§< MbjyeP' Memorial Hospital, 
462 Grider Street. Buffalo -J£aiL-X^L^wi;ic- advisee him of 

the nature of the Inquiry* __[soUclf 1 c approval 

for the release of his medical- 1 record's While .a .patient of 
Edward J. Meyer Memorial llospitaT to authorized representatives 
of the FBI was requested. 


_J verbally authorized the release of his 

medical records by Edward J. Meyer Memorial .Hospital and 
signed specific authorization for such Release by executing 
a fbrra captioned "Authority to Release Information. " 


On 10/22/71 a t Buffalo. Mew Tori 


Buffalo 

.File # 44-392 


fjaLt.tag- 


-Date dictated 10/^2/71 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date _ 10/24/71 


|was contacted by Special Agents of 
the FBI while a p at/lbnt at Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital, 
452 Grider .Street Buffalo. New York, who advised him of 
the nature of the inquiry. " | [specific approval for the 

release 1 of his medical records v/hile a patient of Edward J. 
Meyer Memorial Hospital to authorized representatives of the 
FBI was requested. 

[_] verbally authorized the release of his medical 

records by Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital and signed speci¬ 
fic authorization for such release by executing a form cap¬ 
tioned "Authority to Release Information." 



On 


10/22/71 at Buffalo, New York 


Buffalo 
.File # —41-^02— 


saH 


by 


land 

WCFLlJa 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 10/24/71 


l_| was contacted by Special Agents of 

the FBI while a patient at Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hosnital, 
462 Grider Street, Buffalo,-HeiLJ&ork- who advised him of 
the nature of the inquiry. | [specific approva' ^or 

the release of his medical reco rcHnmi 1 e a patient of Edward 
J. Meyer Memorial Hospital to authorized representatives of 
the FBI was requested. 


I Iverbally authorized the release of his medical 

records by Toward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital and signed speci¬ 
fic authorization for such release by executing a form captioned 
"Authority to Release information." 


Buffalo 

On 10/22/71 at Bu f f a 1 o f Hew Fork _File # M-592 


SAs 

_lan.d 


_ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date_IQ/24/J1. 


the FBI where a patient 
462 Grider Street, Buf fa1 
nature of the inouiry. 


I was contacted by Special Agents of 
at Edward «T. Meyer Memorial Hospital, 


New Yorx, who advised him of the 
specific approval for the 


release of his medical records wnile a patient of Edward J. 
Meyer Memc-lal Hospital to authorized representatives of the 
FBI was reauested. 


[_] 'erbally authorized the release of his 

medical records by Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital and 
signed specific authorization for such release by executing 
a form captioned ’Authority to Release Information." 


On 


by 


10/S2/71 at Buffalo, Hew York 


Buffalo 
.File # 44-592 


SAS 


onr 8 

n 


/JF/Mae_J 


Date dictated 10/22 /p 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




Date of transcription- 


_ lX'lmnafre, Attica Correctional Facility* 

■was a civ i Bed of ^he nature cf thi s inquiry. 


I _[was requested to approve the release of 

his medical records while he was a patient at the Edward J, 
Meyer Memorial Hospital.. I 1 stated he would give his 

approval if hid authorized same. 


Interviewed on_ 


JCESGica* 


4 --592 


.Dole dictated-10/23/71- 


Ihis document contains neither recommendolions nor conclusions of the FBI, )1 is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


V’ .= 


Date of transcription. 




10/24/71 


• ------j J Attorney. Ml_Ma.lLrid ge 

Buffal o^agaa advised that his I __ 

authorize approval for a record oi fined 

If approved by f ] - . 


e Build ing, 

1 woul d 
edlcal care 


j signed for this release on a form captioned 

“Authority- to release Information . H 


Interviewed cn_ 


10 / 22/71 Buffalo, Kew York 


Buffalo 445 92 


SA JOm E * KUfG; eaw 


.Dale dictated 


10/2 2/71 


1h*% document contains neHher recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FB! and is loansd to your agency; 
ft -cmd its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF tN'VESTIGATiON 





Date of transcription 


10 / 22 /? 


1 —I Inmate, Attica Correctional 

Facility, was advised of the nature of the inquiry. 

[_ 1 signed a specific authorization for the 

release of his medical records while a patient at the 
Fdward J. Meyer Memorial'Hospital, by executing a form 
captioned "Authority to Release Information." 


Interviewed on.._ | J 


- ol —- g e w . - gork- 


_Filc # 



■ ' - AC 

This document contoins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
it ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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'FEDERAL BUREAU -OF' INVESTIGATION 


Dote of transcription. 


l Inmate, Attica Correctional Facility, 
was advisecT of the nature of the inquiry. 

_ ^ specific approval for the release of his 

medical records while a patient at the Edward J. Meyer 
Memorial Hospital was requested. refused this 

request. - 


its te?v;«awed on ■ 




-Dole dictated_ 2&/-<Z2 /Ylr_ 
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FEDERAl BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


-1- 


Date of transcription. 


10/22/71 


was advised of the nature of the inquiry 


<>y ■ 

Iftmate* Attica Correctional Facility* 


I_| specific approval for the release of his 

medical records while a patient at_±h&_.Edward J. Meyer . 

Memorial Hospital was requested. I_Jrefused this 

request. . ' 







interviewed on. — '1Q/22//-I 


.o'—Yo .risa— 


-File #. 


■592- 


by- 


£L,JtDm JU JOHOj-caw- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


10/23/71 


I EH 


•were contacted a 
Prudential Building, and after having been advised of the 
identities of the contacting Agents and of the nature of 
the inquiry, advised they cannot consent to release any 
medical information concerning their client until such time 
as a lawyer-client confidential conference is held. They 
stated that they have not been allowed by authorities to 
conduct such a conference to date. 


„ 10/23/71 1 Buffalo, New York 

On -at-- 


.File # __ 


Buffalo 44-592 


_I and 

[AMDrmlr 


-Date dictated 


10/23/71 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ci - 





Date _ 1Q/23/Z1 


- 1 - 

_ ( Wal tridge Building, Attorney for 

I I. voluntarily appeared at the 

Buffalo Office of thfe’^Federal Bureau of Investigation and 
after being advised of the identi ty of th e interviewing Agent 

and of the nature of the in quiry,! _]_stated that he did 

not wish to release any medical information regarding his 
clients at this time. 




0n 10/23/71 Buffalo. New York 


Buffalo 
.File #_ 44-592 
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-Date dictated--'-Q/^3/71 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


10/24/71 


Hospital Administration, Edward 3. Meyer Memorial Hospital* 
46? Grider, Buffalo* New York, made available xerox copies 
of the medical records of the following Attica prisoner 
patients who are currently receiving medical care at his 
hospital: 



1 _ lalso made available xerox copies of the 

medical records of the following Attica prisoner patients 
who received medical care at his hospital following the Attica 
disorder and who have subsequently been returned to the 
Attica State Correctional Facility, Attica, New York: 



w nr. provided a xerox copy of an "Authority 
to Re1 ease Innormalion" signed by each of the above mentioned 
Attica prisoners or their representing attorneys authorizing 
such release of medical records. 


The records of| 
not located. 


■were 


10/23/71 


lo, New York 


Buffalo 44-592 


fTTFCJmlr 


10/23 '71 

-Date dictated- 
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bf 

Hospital Administration* Edward J, Meyer Memorial Hospital^ b 2 
h62 Grider s Buffalo., Hew York, made available xerox copies 1 
of the medical records of the following Attica prisoner i 
patients who are currently receiving medical care at his | 
hospital-: 1 


!_I was provided a xerox copy of an ’’Authority 

to Release Information” signed by each of the ab*ve mentioned 
Attica prisoners. 


Q: 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


A W 


Dole of lronscription_ 


10/25/71 



-II 


b6 

b7( 


Inler v 


by. 


10/25/71 


Buffalo* Hew York, 


_FHe #_ 


Buffalo 


G2 


SA 




.Dale dictated. 


10/25/Vl 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 10/22/71 


for 


bb 

b7< 


Second Cir 
Asent ( SA) 


United States Court of Appeals for 
New York, provided Special 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
the following pleadings 
thp q£ Xnmaii^s 


pnit. Ma n —^ 


(FBI) with 

evidence ard appeal briefs in 
of the Attica Correctional Facility, 

Et A1 versus NELSON ROCKEFELLER, Governor, 
State of New York Et A1 - Docket Number 71-193 of United 
States Court of Appeals for Second Circuit and Civil 
1971-410 of United States District Court for Western 
District of New York; such pleadings, evidence and briefs 


are as follows 


A , 

B, 

C, 

D. 

E. 


Index to Record on Appeal 
Supplemental Index to Record on Appeal 
Supplemental Clerk's Certificate 
Clerk's Certificate 

Temporary Restraining Order filed September 


F, 

G. 


Ho 

I. 


1971 
Affidavit 
1971 

A ffidavit 

1971 

Complaint 
Affidavit 



14, 

filed September 14, 
filed September 


14, 


1971 


etc 


K. 
L 0 

Mo 


filed September 15 
and Order that proceedings be 
transcribed at United States' expense 
Plaintiffs’Affidavit and motion for 
reconsideration of court's ruling denying 
access of plaintiffs 8 counsel to plaintiffs 
Plaintiffs' - affidavits 

Temporary Restraining Order of September 23, 

Order Show Cause Signed September 23, 1971 

bv .Inrise CUR TIN ._ 

_] of September 28, 1971 

Testificandum re 


1971 


No 

Affidavit of 



0. 

Writ of Habeas 

Corpus 

Ad 


1 


P. 

Writ (j)f Habeas 

Corpus 

Ad 

Q. 

.Writ of Habeas 

Corpus 

Ad 


On l Q / g l/71 _ at New York, New York 


BU- 4 4 -592 

44-2086 


.File # 


by 


SA 


pail 
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BU- 44 -5 9 2 

NY a.'4-POd6 


R . A f f I da vit oi|_ ! 

S. Order Show Cause why an order should not 
be entered dismissing the complaint 

T. Amended Complaint For Declaratory Judgment, 
Injunction, and Other Appropriate Relief filed 
September 28, 1^71, at United States District 
Court for Western District of New York 


U. Interim Order filed September 28, 1971 

V. Plaintiff's Notice of Appeal filed September 30, 
W« Certification Pursuant to Federal. Rule p4 (b) 

of Federal Rules of Procedure filed October ■), 1971 


X. 


Y. 

Z. 

A1. 

A 2. 

A3- 

A4. 


Exhibit R1 - Notice of T .nm ates of Attica _ 

Correctional Facility frosr] 

of September 2-4, 1971 (sue n is mcu .uaeii m 

(U) (Interim Order of September 28, 1971) 

Five Writs of Habeas Corpus Ad Testifican dum 
referrin g to I J_ 

plus the Affidavit of \ __ -=1- 

Order of October 6, 1971 of Judge JOHN T, 

CURTIN ordering proceedings that the suit be 
transcribed at expense of the United States 
Clerk's Certificate filed October 4, 1971 
at United States Court of Appeals, Second 
Circuit 

Temporary Restraining Order filed September l4, 
1971, at United States District Court of Western 


District of New York _ 

Affidavit ofj 

1.971 i at United States C 

of New York _ 

Affidavit of__ 

1971 at United States Di 
District of New York 


[filed September 14, 
curt of Western District 


_ 1 filed September 14, 

strict Court of Western 


A5. Complaint for Declaratory Judgment, Injunction 
ana other appropriate relief 
A6. Affidavit olf ~~ j 


1971 


b6 | 
b7C 
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A7» Order of Judge JOHN CURTIN that proceedings 
at the suit be paid at expense of the United 
States 

A8. Brief for Appellants dated September 30, 1971 

A9. Brief for Appellees dated 

A10. Reply Brief for Appellants filed October 7, 1971, 
at United States Court of Appeals of Second 
Circuit 

Jadvised that the order denying 
preliminary injunction; denying motion to proceed as Class 
Action; dismissing complaint insofar as it seeks permanent 
injunctive relief, is not now available and that appeal 
should be heard on approximately November 4, 1971* 


- Jas - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


-1- ^ , 10/23/71 

Date _ 

MICHAEL A. AMICO, Sheriff, Erie County Sheriff’s 
Office, 10 Delaware Avenue, advised that his Department 
filed no activity reports concerning the activities, 
assignments and observations of his personnel assigned to 
the Attica Correctional Facility, Attica, New York, from 
September 9 to September 15* 1971* He stated that the only 
possible reports that would be on file would be manpower 
and displacement reports for possible recompense purposes. 

Sheriff AMIGO volunteered that he was telephonically 
contacted on Thursday, September 9* 1971, by Sheriff DALTON 
CARNEY of Wyoming County, New York, who requested AMICO to 
furnish manpower at the Attica Correctional Facility under 
their mutual assistance agreement. Sheriff CARNEY further 
requested that Sheriff AMICO contact Sheriff ANTHONY 
VILLELLA of Niagara County, New York, and request him to 
provide manpower at the Facility. Sheriff AMICO advised 
that he then contacted Sheriff VILLELLA for Sheriff CARNEY. 


On 10/23/71 at Buffalo, New York _ pil # Buffalo 44-592 


by 
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Date _10/ 22/71 


J, Erie County 

Sheriff's Office, 10 Delaware Avenue, advised that a review 
of his records determined that no activity reports were 
filed by Detectives of his department for September 13, 
1971, September 14, 1971 and September 15, 1971 concerning 
their assignments at Attica Correctional Facility, Attica, 
New York. 

! I further advised that his department 

was not involved in any photographic assignments and did 
not take any photographs during the above-mentioned dates. 

_ I I through telephonic conta ct with]_ 

| Detective 

Division, Erie County Sheriff's Office, determined that 
no patrol reports were on file with that office for any 
individuals at the Attica Corre ct!ona1 Facility during 
the pertinent dates. | |advised that deputies 

assigned to Attica were on special assignment and there¬ 
fore, no activity reports were required as they were under 
direct supervision while on the special detail. He did 
state, however, that normal procedures require patrolmen 
to file activity reports on a daily assignment basis. 
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[_ jadvised that no statements were taken 

from members of his department regarding their actions, 
observations or att endance at Attica. 


[ _ _ Jvolunteered that he was not personally 

at Attica (Turing TTEe pertinent dates, as he was on vacation. 
He further volunteered that Sheriff MICHAEL&VMICO.[ _ 

15TS EX CTIE-THCIircy;- - --- 



10/22/21 at. Buffalo. New York 

i-1 


SAsI 


arid 


-I 

J^AMD 


caw 


.File # Buffalo 44-592 
-Date dictated - 10/22/71 


-/P'7 ~ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
















FD-302 (Rev. 3-17-69) 
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Date 10/22/71 

Countv —— - 1 Criminal Division, Erie 

county Sheriff *s Office, 10 Delaware Av^mm tt 

reports were filed by himj-£iius^_aavised no 

deputies under them concer nin cr t ' h e ir ap TTiTTTT'og 

taken fI .o/^y a i?trJpSuefunSlr 1 SL'^E^ 

not one camera we nt,into the facility with his group. 

the a°V- ^^^^^untirit^least Sne^ou^lf^er 

the attempt to regain control of the facility on September 


On 10/2 2/71 
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Date 


10/23/71 


DALTON CARNEY, Sheriff, Wyoming County Sheriff's 
Office, Warsaw, New York, furnished the following informa¬ 
tion," 


CARNEY was in direct command of approximately 
15 officers of the Wyoming County Sheriffs Office in the 
vicinity of the Attica Correctional Facility from September 
9? 1971 through September 13, 1971. 

The duty of this group was to be one of a series 
of back-up forces for the New York State Police, 

None of the officers under CARNEY'S command 
entered the Attica Correctional Facility on September 13, 
1971 in order to assist in quelling the riot. There was 
no official report made by the Wyoming County Sheriffs 
Office to the New York State Police, the New York State 
Correction Department nor the Wyoming County Sheriff's 
Office. 


0n 10/21/71 nt Warsaw, New York 
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Date 


10/23/71 


TT 




Sheriff's Office^ Batavia, New York, furnished the 
Tairi'OW iTTg-fhr ormation: 


b6 

b7C 


•was in direct command of approximately 


25 officers of the Genesee County Sheriff's Office in the 
vicinity of the Attica Correctional Facility from September 
9, 1971 through September 13, 1971- 

The duty of this group was to be one of a series 
of back-up forces for the New York State Police. 


command 
on September 


13 , 


None of the officers under 
entered the Attica Correctional Facility 
1971 in order to assist in quelling the riot. There 
was no official report made by the Genesee County Sheriff's 
Office to the New York State Police, the New York State 
Correction Department nor the Genesee County Sheriff's Office, 


b6 

b7C 


On _ 10/21/71 a t Batavia. New York 


by SA THOMAS M. SHA UGH MESSY ■; caw 
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-1- Date_10/22/71 


DOUGLAS WELCH, Sheriff, Livingston County, New 
York, advised that his department sent 20 men to assist 
the Wyoming County Sheriff’s Office at the Attica Correc¬ 
tional Facility,, His men worked from September 9> 1971 
and all had completed their duties during the afternoon 
of September 13, 1971- 

WELCH stated that no reports were made by indi¬ 
vidual deputies, nor was there- a unit report prepared by 
anyone in his department. 

He stated at the request of the Wyoming County, 
New York Sheriff, he prepared a roster of the deputies who 
worked at Attica, which indicates their rate of pay, the 
dates they worked and the total amount of monies which 
would represent a claim for reimbursement to Livingston 
County. 


WELCH stated that his department was mainly 
responsible for road blocks and traffic control in and 
around the community of Attica. 


WELCH furnished a copy of the roster indicating 
deputies who worked at Attica with him, who are as followss 



Sheriff 




On 10/21/71 at 
by 


Genesee, New York 


SAs 


JF. a no 



LJ “caw 


.File # Buffalo 4A-E92 

-Date dictated- 


- 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. a, i 












FD-302 (Rev. 3-17-69) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


- 1 - 


Date 


10/23/71 


Monroe County Sheriff's 


Office, furnished an investigative file maintained by his 


Office and relating in its entirety to the actions of the 
Monroe County Sheriff's Office in the Attica inmate uprising, 
September 9 - 13* 1971« 


_ _ _ reviewed t his file in the 

presence of Special Agent (SA) ~~Hnd stated there are 

no additional reports relating to this matter. He authorized 


the reproduction of all material contained in this report. 

He commented specifically that all officers of his Department 
were withdrawn from Attica Prison by 4 PM, September 13, 1971* 
and no of ficers re mained in that institution after this time 
and date. 


also said that none of his officers have 
furnished statements to any investigative agency and none 


have been r equested to do so. 


said the 


only contact with his Department Toy any other agency was that 


made by the New York State Police who requested conies of all 
photographs made by j ' 1 t The 

request for all, photographs was honored because)_'had 


been specifically requested by the State Police to accompany 
the assault officers as an offici al ph otographer. A total 
of 128 photographs were taken by[ ]and all were turned 

over to the New York State Police a log i dentifying 

the photographs. 


stated he has been authorized 


by Sheriff SKINNER to make available all negatives of these 
photographs for reproduction by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI;. 


The documents furnished to SA 
are described as follows: 


Letter dated September 27* 1971* to Director 


of Finance, County of Wyoming, Warsaw, New York 


Letter dated September 27* 1971* to DALTON W. 
CARNEY, Sheriff, County of Wyoming, Warsaw, 
New York 
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On 


10/22/71 


by 


SAsT" 


.aL 


Rochester, New York 


land 
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3. Letter dated September 21, 1971* from Wyoming 
County Board of Supervisors, Warsaw, New York 

4. Invoice dated September 17, 1971* from Regional 
Transit Service, Rochester, New York, number 
010416 

5. Sheriff’s memorandum dated September 21, 1971* 
captioned Attica Prison Mutual Aid Assistance 
to Sheriff DALTON CARNEY* Wyoming County 

6. Monroe County Sheriff’s Investigation and 
Complaint (I & C) Report, dated September 9* 
1971 

7. Monroe County Sheriff’s I & C Report, dated 
September 10, 1971 

8. Monroe County Sheriff’s I & C Report, dated 
September 11, 1971 

9. Monroe County Sheriff's I & C Report, dated 
September 12, 1971 

10. Monroe County Sheriff's I & C Report, dated 
September 13* 1971 

11. New York Statue Police teletype, dated 
September 15, 1971* addressed to all State 
Police Stations 

12. Sheriff’s memorandum captioned Mobilization 
For Attica Prison Emergency, September 9 
through September 13, 1971 

13* Sheriff’s memorandum captioned Transportation 
For the Attica Prison Emergency, September 
9 through September 13* 1971 

14. Sheriff's memorandum captioned Mobilization 
for Attica Prison Emergency, 1st Platoon, 
September 9 through September 13, 1971* 

Overtime Pay 

15. Sheriff’s memorandum captioned Mobilization 
for Attica Prison Emergency, 2nd Platoon, 
September 9 through September 13, 1971* 

Overtime Only 
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16. Sheriff's memorandum captioned Mobilization 
for Attica Prison Emergency, 3rd Platoon, 
September 9 through September 13* 1971* 

Overtime Only 

17« Sheriff's memorandum captioned Mobilization 

for Attica Prison Emergency,Detective Division, 
September 9 through September 13, 1971* 

Overtime Only 

18. Sheriff's memorandum captioned Mobilization 
for Attica Prison Emergency* Identification 
Bureau, September 9 through September 13, 

1971* Overtime Only 

19. Sheriff's memorandum captioned Mobilization 
for Attica Prison Emergency, Marine Division, 
September 9 through September 13, 1971* 

Overtime Only 

20. Sheriff's memorandum captioned Mobilization 
for Attica Prison Emergency, Community 
Service Division, September 9 through September 
13* 1971* Overtime Only 


These items will be part of Exhibit C-4 of this report. 
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RAY 0. MORROW, Sheriff, Ontario County, New 
York, advised that his department sent 16 men to assist 
the Wyoming County Sheriff"s Office at the Attica Correc¬ 
tional Facility at Attica, New York. 

MORROW stated that his men were at Attica 
for approximately three days and that no reports were sub¬ 
mitted by individual deputies, nor was their a unit 
report submitted by any supervisor or himself. He stated 
he has a roster of the deputies who assisted and he would 
make this roster available on October 22, 1971* 

MORROW advised his department did assist inside 
the prison after the New York State Police had secured the 
area; however, none of his men used any ammunition and 
all had completed their duties on the night of September 13 » 
1971. 


On 10/21/71 nt _ Canandaigua, New York Fnp # guffalo 44-592 


by- 


SAs 


and 



:aw 


b 


-Date dictated 


10/22/71 
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^FITZSIMMONS^Superintendent of Police, 
York police D ep arlmerfb7~'5l3TrtgHT3'~trhat~'~ 


ROBERT 

Niagara Falls, New' __ 

his departme nt'' owns ancf'operates a video" "tape machine. 


At the request of 


Captain 1 


i-ti-l 


Bureau of Criminal Investigations, New York State Police, 
Batavia, New York, he made available his video tape camera, 
along with operator Patrolman l L in 

connection with the prison riot at Attica, New York. 


FITZSIMMONS stated the camera was installed on 
the roof of the-Aliijca—State Correctional Facility and 

that Patrolmanl_ | ope rated the camera during the 

assault at the prison by correctional officers and law 
enforcement agencies the morning of September 13* 1971. 


He estimated the camera was in operation for 
approximately one hour during and after the assault. 


He further advised that the film, after being 
taken, was immediately impounded by the New York State 
Police and is still in their possession. He understands 
there is some distortion in some of the picture frames 
taken and he has been informed that the New York State 
Police plan to utilize an instrument known as a video 
printer, either through the New York City Police Depart¬ 
ment or someone in the Binghamton, New York area, who 
owns one. He explained this instrument clarifies dis¬ 
tortions in the video tape frames and would produce an 
8" x 10" photograph of each frame processed. 


At) 


In conc lusion. Superintenden t FITZSIMMONS stated 
nt-.l 


he and T.lpn-hpnfl 


_[observed the assault from a tower 

area at the Attica Correctional Facility on September 13* 


1971. 
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Date 


10/23/71 


ROBERT C« FITZSIMMONS, Superintendent of Police, 
Niagara Falls, New York Police Department, advised neither 
he nor the two officers of his department who were at the 
Attica Correctional Facility on September 13, 1971* made 
any report or notes relative thereto. He also stated no 
still photographs were taken by members of his department. 


He further advi sed the video tape camera which 


was operated by Patrolman 


of his 


department was a Craig make and ^hat thTs was not equip¬ 


ment owned by the Police Depart ment but on loan from a 
business facility in Buffalo, New York, which they were 
contemplating purchasing. 


He had no further identifying data concerning 


this machine, however, stated 


previously furnished 


make, model and all specifications of the video tape 
camera to the New York State Police at Batavia, New York. 


It is the opinion of Superintendent FITZSIMMONS 
that in order for a copy of the video tape to be reproduced, 
it would first be necessary to secure a Craig recorder 
operating with a 5i inch spool. 


IO/ 22 / 7 I at Nia &ra Falls, New York File # Buffalo 4^-592 
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- yjf - 
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10/22/71 


b6 

b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI- It is the property of the to,. 









FD-302 (Rev. 3-17-69) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


* 1 - 


Date 


10/23/71 


/J , 


ANTHONY tfe^vILLELLA Sheriff» Niagara County, ,— 
advised he was requested by Sheriff MIKE^ MICO, Er ie County, 
Buffalo . New York , under a mutual aid request on "September 
'I 07 'TS 7 l, to furnish 50 men for back-up duty at the 
Attica Correctional Facility (ACF) disturbance. Accordingly, 
he and 50 Deputies were at Attica from September 10 through 
Sent ember is, 1971, where he took his orders from Captain 


New York State Police, Batavia. New"TorT-TT 


Sheriff VILLELLA explained his men did not 
participate in the assault on September 13, 1971, but 
performed secondary functions such as securing buildings, 
searching prisoners and carrying out the wounded after the 
assault. 


He stated no photographs were taken by members 
of his unit and no report was prepared. The only paper 
work he has is a one page typewritten sheet entitled 
“ATTICA ASSIGNMENT MUTUAL AID REQUEST" which merely shows 
times, dates and manpower involved by his organization while 
at Attica., New York. 

A copy of this one page sheet is as follows: 


10/22/71 Lockoort, New York 

On ___at _:_:_ 
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♦ ♦ 

ATTICA ASSIGNMENT MUTUALAIl>_REQUE ST • 


L -^tT^Ftoque«t - Sheriff Atnico - Sopt, 9, 1971 1 at 10:30 P.M, 
Arrival ~ Sept. 10, 1971. at 1:00 A.M. - 00 men 
Personnel Assigned: Perlfcweter Guard - 12 men 

i* ‘ , _ 

i Assignment Completed - A:00 P.M, . 


1-J. _ 

1- Standby Relief 

r]L>" 

■ b6~| 


—E 1 

yf 

y 

b7C 


Request - Captain - Standby Relief 

Arrival - Sept. 11, 1971, at 12:15 A.M. - 00 tael 
Personnel Assigned: Perimeter Guard - A men 
Assignment Completed - 10:00 A.M. : 


Request - Captain 

Arrival - Sept. 12, 1971,' at 12:10 A.M. - 2© men 
No personnel assigned* Standby. 

Assignment completed - 9 tC)0 A.M. 

-k. . 

SanUJLlujm 

Request » Captain | 

_i 

Arrival - Sept. 13, 1971, at 8:00 A.M. - 50 men 

Primary Assighment - Follow-up after assault and rescue operation 
Primary Assignment - Secure Administration Building 

Secondary Assignment - Remove’dead and wounded inmates and hostages. 

At approximately 10:30 A.M. 6 men assigned to clean-up operation - storage 
rooms - tunnels - unoccupied buildings 

AA men assigned to A Block yard to strip,search and process inmates* Completed 
upon last man entering penal facilities proper A:00 P^M, 

Assignment completed 5:00 P.M. • 


Total manpower hours « 1880*. 


7° 

775 


- 7. 

.fl / 



Anthony J./Villeila 
NiogarsKCounty Sheriff 


September lA, 1971 
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I __ k Attic 

Correctional Facility, advised tnatr tme~~iaw eni'orceinent 
argerTcies who'had been present in the Attica area during 
the prison disturbance consisted of New .York,,State Police 
and naturally the officers of the Correction Department. 

The Sheriff's Offices who were represented 
consisted of officers from the Erie* Genesee, Livingston, 
Monroe, Niagara, Ontario and Wyoming Counties. 

He advised that in addition., there was a group 
of National Guardsmen, who he believed ac„te'd in the caifedlty 
of a back-up unit and who acted as a hospital team after 
the assault was made. 

He did not believe that any guardsmen participated 
in the assault itself. He was not aware, as the figures 
had never been furbished to him, as to the number of 
Sheriff's Office personnel from each of the aforementioned 
counties. 


On_= 


10/20/71 


Attica 


.File # Buffalo 




dictated —10/2^/71 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


-1- Date _10/23/71. 


[_lA ttica 

Correctional Facility, advised that no reports had been 
prepared by any of the officers in the Correction Department 
in regard to the participation by any correction offirprc— 
in the assault phase of the retaking of "D" Yard. | 
stated he did not have any exact figures cr names 01 any 
of the correction officers who went into "d” Yard. He 
would estimate that there had been possibly 50 . 

He advised that the reserve arsenal of the facility 
does not include weapons for each and every guard and that 
there are only about 35 weapons in the arsenal. He advised 
that in regard to the assault, that some of the correction 
officers had brought in personally owned weapons, which they 
carried with them on the day of the assault. 


|_ advised that a general report had been 

prepared setti ng forth ~chronological recitation of events 
as they occurred prior to and subsequent to the assault. He 
stated that this was in the nature of an administrative 
report, however, and was not investigative in scope. He 
advised that this report had been made available to the 
investigating group headed by Judge ROBERT FISCHER, who 
had been appointed by Governor ROCKEFELLER to investigate 
the events at the Attica Facility. 


advised that he presumed a copy of this 
administrative report could be made available through Judge 
FISCHER. 


On 


10/20/71 Attica, New Yor k. 


SAd 


by 


CARL E „ UWDEHi ILL7CEU scaw 
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Captain ! _, New York State Police, 

advised that he is acting as liaison officer 16 F th e _ 

investigating team headed by judge ROBERT FISCHER, 
advised when queried regarding any Correction Dp pa r bnenT 
reports that to his knowledge, no reports had been prepared 
by any individual correction officers. He stated that he 
had attempted to locate such reports himself, and had learned 
that none had been prepared. 


1 _Jstated that a general chronology of events 

at Attica had been prepared by the Correction Department and 
he believed that this report was currently in the possession 
offpn the staff of Judge 
ROBERT FISCHER. 




Buffalo 44-592 


SAs CARL E. UNDERHILL and 
J EEUscaw 


-Date dictated 
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- 1 I. advised thatj^ j 

|Judge ROBERT FISCHER, who is charged 
W i t .n i investigating any criminal aspects of the disturbances 
which occurred at Attica Correctional Facility during the 
period of September 9, 1971 through September 13, 1971. 

__|ad yi sed that in connection with the 

investigation. Judge FISCHER'S staff had requested that 
the Correction Department made available any reports 
prepared by any of the individual correction officers . 

I continued that he had been informed that no such 
reports existed as none had been prepared. He further 
advised that a rather general administrative type report 
setting forth the events in time sequence had been prepared 
and furnished to hiiiK | | stated that he would make 

a copy of said report available, which he did at the time 
of interview. 


Exhibit C-2. 


This Correction Department -report is set forth as 


Q n 10/21/71 Attica, New York 


SAs CART. E. UTCDE1 


and 

2 EU : caw 


-/// - 
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| advised that when he was first 

assigned by Judge ROBERT FISCHER to participate in the 
investigation of any criminal activity at the Attica 
Correctional Facility.,, he had learned that no reports 
had been prepared by the New York State Police„_Subse¬ 
quent thereto, he spoke with Captain about 

reports and the command reports were thereafter furnished 
to him. These reports consist of the following; 

(1) Report by Inspector!_to 

Chief Inspector G. L» INFANTE, dated 
October 6, 1971 


(2) Report of Deputy Superintendent!_| 

[_ 1 to Superintendent WILLIAM E. 

KIRWAN, dated October 7, 1971 

(3) Report of Chief Inspector Go L. INFANTE 
to Superintendent WILLIAM E. KIRWAN, 
dated October 8, 1971 


(4) Report of Assistant Deputy Superintendent 

o Deputy Superintendent 
dated October 15, 1971 

These reports can be found under Exhibit C-l. 


n- 10/21/71 


Attica. New York 


.File # Buffalo 
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i.D.ate 1 October 2*1. 1971 


Brigadier General ROBERTMURPHY, .Adju'ta'iat, General, 
■State of. New York, made available a copy: Olathe I i’Afiber Action 
i Report ;(.RGS ARNGB- 98 ) ;Aid .to Civil lAuthorttles-Atfeica Correctional 
bFaeility, .Atticd, New York 9-l6 September 1971" ; da ted 
:'October 19, 197 1, sighed :by FRANCIS I«, HIGGINS, Brigadier 
General^ ,New .York Army National • Guard;, r^lcS iChiefiSofi bStafifi to 
the; Governor. '.-'v v •*' cheid 

General MURPHY advised that the primary duties ofi 
members ofi the New York Army National Guard and -New York Air 
National Guard during the retaking of;,the Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica, New York, on September 13 , 1971* were to 
assist the New York State Police and the New York State Department 
ofi Correctional Facilities in the retaking, of the Attica 
Correctional Facility as follows; 

i 

Dispersal of gas. 

Litter bearing. 

Providing surgical and first aid teams, 

Guard duty of inmates. 

Mine detection. 

General MURPHY advised further't^iat ali Guardsmen 
bore firearms, but none were issued ammunition’ except for those 
who were engaged in guard duty assignments. He added that no 
shots were fired- by any Guardsmen on September 13* during the 
retaking of the Attica Correctional Facility. 

General MURPHY explained abbreviations contained in 
this report as follows; 


ARNG 

ANG 

OFF 

WO 

EM 

AhG 

KUTA 


Army National Guard 
Air National Guard 
Officers 

Warrant officers 
Enlisted men 
Aggregate 

Multiple Unit Training 
Assembly. (Group of Guardsman 
from various units engaged in 

-weeke nd - dr 111 4 -r- 

ItJ 


On „ 10/20 / 11 -g t 


Albany. New York 


B1 

isFSlei.#. 


44 “592 

M z &k - ■ 


by 


SA 


^^1----——^Daie dictated .10/517(71 b7C 





ifhiaidooumeiitcontain*>n 0 itherjwo.ommend«tionainor..conclu 8 iona- 6 fith«.P<BI.XtItV 8 lthc)>Rr.opiS 4 y of;the(<'FVBkand 4 sd 0 SS 

yypiirjiMenpyiiiitiandtitBiOpntentaiare not to)b«:di'Btrjb.utedouts:ide..yo,ma*enpy. 
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BU 44-592 

- 1 - 


The "After Action Report (RCS ARNGB- 98 ) Aid 
to Civil Authorities - Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica, New York 9-16 September 1971 " can be located 
as Exhibit C-3. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


- 1 - 


Date 


10/24/71 


Captain[ | New York State Police, 

advised when querTecT as fo reports being filed by any 
State Police Officers who participated in the actual 
assault, that no reports had been filed as such, but 
that the troopers that participated had either been 
interviewed or had furnished statements as to the 
individual officers activities during the assault 
itself. 


Captain 


advised that a release of these 

statements to i 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation would 


Inves tigation, 


N 


t 


c 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


necessitate some checking on his part and he would 
initiate the request for above immediately so that this 
information could be furnished to the Federal Bureau of 


0n _.1 0/21/71 at Attica, New York 

SAs CARL E. UNDERBILL and 

by- 


CEO - caw 


File # Buffalo 44-54 2 
10/23/71 


“///- 


-Date dictated 


b6 

b7C 

I 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
yo_ur .agSncy; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside, your agency. 
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Rank 


Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Second Sergeant 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Sergeant 

Sergeant 

Trooper 

Second Sergeant 
Trooper 
Trooper 
Trooper• 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper; 

Trooper 

Trqoper 

Trooper 

Second" Sergeant 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 















Ra rik 



Trooper 
Trooper 
Trooper 
Trooper ' 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Lieutenant 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Sergeant 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Lieutenant 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Sergeant 

Sergeant 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Second Sergeant 
Trooper 
Trooper 
Trooper 


/57 - 












M4-59 2 




Ra nk 


Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Sergeant 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

trooper 

Second Sergeant 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Tro oper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Troojcer,-^^ 

Tr66pe r ^ _ 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 


b6 

b7 
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Rank 

Lieutenant 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper- 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Second Sergeant 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Sergeant 

Trooper 

Second Sergeant 
Trooper 


“ / 5 \B - 
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4 


4 


Officer's Name 


H l 



Rank 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Sergeant 

Sergeant 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Second Sergeant 
) Trooper 
Trooper 
Trooper 
jfcrooper 
- Trooper 
TrcToper 
Sergeant 
Trooper 
Sergeant 
Trooper 
Trooper 
Trooper 
Trooper 
Sergeant 
Trooper 
Trooper 
Lieutenant 
Trooper 

Second Sergeant 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 

Trooper 


Js4 - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


On October 23, 1971 , |__ |was contacted 

at his residence in Rochester, New York. | ' S tated 

that he had received additional reports of a command nature 
from the New York State Police and he was making these 
available. They include: 

(-1) Report oj_to Superintendent 

W. E. KIRWAN, dated September 17, 1971 

(2) Report of Major J. W. MONAHAN, Troop 
Commander, to Superintendent W. E. 

KIRWAN, dated September 19, 1971 

(3) Report of Major J, W. MONAHAN to Chief 
Inspector J. L, INFANTE, dated October 1, 

1971 , it being noted that the report of 

om:_ _a.nc .memora lims^o 


These reports can be found under Exhibit C-l. 


0 n 10/23/71 a t Rochester, New York 


nd 

'AJ j caw 


.File # Buffalo 44-^92 



-Date dictated 


10/24/71 


~/sr G> - 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the ■ 

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ' & 
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c 

1 / 

sis 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Date 10/26; 


, . 'f 7 


_ ^'invds'^tgat'ing s ta 

of Judge ROBERT. FISCHER,, made a vailable statements ■ of 
the following%ta^l£aik : go-lj.ce and Correction Officers i 

State Park Police - v ■ ' :j 


_I - Letchworth 

Letchworth , 

, - Letchworth 

J 


Auburn Correction Officers 


A 


10/25/7 4 a t Attica , New York 


CAP, part. F. . IMDERH ILL and 

(EU;mlr_ 


File# Buffalo hh-^92 


-Date dictated 


10/26/71 


- /sy - 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
your, agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agehcy. 




WJ 
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12^*1 AM 10-23-71 URGENT 13-22-71 LVV 
0 DIRECTOR 
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€ 


UNSUBS; CORRECTION OFFICERS 


, % 


Mr. Tolson- 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Rosen— 
Mr. Mohr_ 


Mr. Bishop 

Mr. Miller, ES_ 

Mr. Callahan, 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad— 

Mr. Dalbey._ 

Mr. Cleveland 
Mr. Ponder 
Mr. Bates- 
Mr. Tavel... 

Mr. Walters. 

Mr. Soyars- 
Tele. Room- 
Miss Holmes. 

Miss Gandy- 



TICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 


A TTICA. NEW YORK: UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA; SUMMARY 
PUNISHMENT; CR. 

RE TELCALL FROM SAC JOSEPH GAMBLE AT BUFFALO, OCTOBER 
TWENTYONE, LAST. 

PHOTO COPIES OF MEDICAL RECORDS OBTAINED FRO Ml 




/ 




bi 


NYS DEPARTMENT OF CORRECT ICN'/L FACILITIES 


TRANSMITTED TO THE BUREAU OCTOBER TWENTYTWO, INSTANT. 

ADVISED SA 


b 


THAT THE ONLY RECORDS 


OF ALL DR’S AND CIVILIANS INVOLVED IN MEDICAL TREATMENT AT ATTICA 

ARE IN POSSESSION OF |___] AT BUFFALO, 

NEW YORK, TELEPHONE SEVEN ONE SIX DASH TWO SEVEN FIVE DASH FOUR 


SIX ZERO FIVE. 


V 


0 : 


i V 


HAS NO SUCH RECORDS. 


END PAGE ONE 


ALSO HAS ONLY LIST OF ALL PERSONS INJURED AT ATTICA. 
pTATED HE GAVE THE ONLY DETAILED REPORTS WHICH 


65 NOV 9 w 


- ^ 


\ RtC 16 


/ 













EXPAND ON THE NOTES FURNISHED BY HIM REGARDING DEATHS AT ATTICA 
TC , BCI ATTICA, REPRESENTATIVE OF ASSISTANT ATTORNEY 

GENERAL FISHER’S OFFICE AND STATES BELIEVES THESE WILL ONLY BE b6 

b7C 

RELEASED TO FBI OR ANY OTHER AGENCY BY SUBPOENA. 

THE REPORTS FURNISHED BY MOSTLY HANDWRITTEN NOTES, 

CONSIST ONLY OF ONE HUNDRED THIRTY TWO PAGES. HE STATES "I WAS 
AT BOTH AND ATTICA WAS WORSE THAN SAIPAN AND THE LIMITED PAPER 
WORK DONE WAS DONE UNDER EXTREMELY DIFFICULT CONDITIONS". 

FD THREE ZERO TWO BEING SUBMITTED TO BUFFALO. 

END 


WJM FBI WA 








OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY 1B62 EDITION 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 


UNITED STATES W VERNMENT 

Memorandum, 


SUBJEC 


i 


DIRECTOR* FBI 

Attention: Mr, Dan Brennan 
) Mechanical Section 

SAC/J. H. GAMBLE, BUFFALO (44-£92) 


• ^JJMSUBS. Correctional Officers, 
^ Attica Correctional FacTTTTy, 

A11i ca, (Wyoming County ) . New York ; 
Unknown Victims, 

Inmal ea oT XF EIcfT 
SUMMARY PurTTSHHElT -- 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


date: October 28, 1971 


DECEIVED 

DEVELOPED 

PRINTED 
ENLA :GLM7;TS 
COPIED 
INSPECTED 


///// ?/ 




Remytelcall 10/27/71 and Remyairtel 10/27/71* 

Enclosed herewith are one hundred and twenty-six 
(126) 35mm colored slides which represent items included 1 

in New York State Police legend as "Tray C". £IM*\ v o'? JR 

V'lv^v.jAr, C <* tA vt u ^ A-* Cft’® ^ 

These slides are further described on page two, 
item number five of retel and a legend for them has been J>*f) 
furnished the Bureau,, 

These slides are Bureau property* y 

fi 

It is requested that the Mechanical Section make the >j 

number of copies of these slides as determined by the Civil , 

Rights Section* 

/•j 

3 - Bureau (Ends* 126) (RM-AMSD) fi 

(1 - Package) i \ 

2 - Buffalo 0+14.-592) I . 


EAHjcms 

( 5 ) 


d <r5 


- -- 

8 NOV 4 1971 






i alb c ,. x 

AAA 

Bonds Regularly on the 







Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


3948 





















. October 22, 1971 ^ * 

^ GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

At the request of tfa^Civil Rights Division, 
we ar<9 conducting limil^p but intensive 
investigation of possible abuse of inmates in 
connection with the retaking of the Attica 
New York Correctional Facility (ACF) on 
9/13/71. 

Attached relates that Clarence B. Jones, 
member of Goldman Commission investigating. 

ACF disorders advised 3 inmates told him they 
witnessed the shooting of inmate James Hicks 
by State Trooper after Hicks had surrendered. 
Another inmate advised Jones he was forced to 
lie on a table and was burned with lighted 
cigarettes, beaten, and threatened with 
castration. According to Jones, he received I 
many complaints of brutality but could not I 


_| advised he interviewed 

approximately 32 inmates who alleged they 
were clubed by State Police and Correctional 
Officers when forced to run gauntlet after 
the prison was secured. Inmates also 
reported beatings while being removed from 
ACF. 

Buffalo advised hospital that treated number 
of inmates will not release records without 
subpoenas or waiver from patients. United 
States Attorney, Buffalo and Departmental 
Attorneys contemalat- i net—a.ai=i..aa—iio—Jaa— taken to 
obtain records. advised 

he possesses a quantity of records pertaining 
to treatment of inmates and would make these 
available. All movies, still pictures, state¬ 
ments and reports from New York State Police 
concerning retaking of ACF in its aftermath 
made available. rVH 

Investigation continuing and you', will bey 
kept advised of pertinent developments. v! 


RHB/jak 




r 


developments. 


i -'ll 








. ' NR004 NY PLAIN ^ 

618 AM NITEL 10-22-71 JMC 
TO DIRECTOR 

jT 

ALBANY 44-691 


FICF3AL BUREAU CF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

N 

OCT 2 21371 

TELETYPE 1 


f 


M!>Tolj 

fed 




ipr _ 

Mr. Miller, ES.. 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Com-ad_ 


Mr y BUFFALO 44-592 <SAC J.H. GAMBLE) 


WASHINGTON FIELD 
FROM NEW YORK 44-2086 




Mr. Dalbay_ 

Mr. Cleveland-— 

onder...— 


it/ Tavel — 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. Soyars_ 

Tele. Room_ 


Miss Holmes.. 
Miss Gandy_ 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT 

-UNStfB5r CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, - ATTIC A C ORRECTIONAL 

FAC1UII* ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK; UNKNOWN 

C IVIL EIGHTS 

VICTIMS DASH INMATES OF ATTICA, SUMMARY PUNISHMENT, 


REFERENCE NEW YORK TELETYPE TO BUREAU, OCTOBER 
TWENTY LAST. 

OCTOBER TWENTY ONE SEVENTYONE FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 
IN NEW YORK. 

_ j NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 


JSIEW YUKK UTTY 
MEDICAL CENTER, STATED JUDGE HARRVft). GOLDMAN COULD NVr 

SKlINE NEX^* 


b6 
b7C 


BE INTERVIEWED BEFORE OCTOBER TWENTY 5 NINE NEXu L 

CLARENCE B. JONES, MEMBER OF GOLDMAN COMMISSION, 
ADVISED OCTOBER TWENTY ONE SEVENTYONE THAT ATTICA INMATES 


S&60S-/0& 





L TOLD HIM THEY 


b6 
b7C 


witnessed* Opting pf inmate james hicks (now 

DECEASED), BY STAVE TROOPER ON SEPTEMBER THIRTEEN SEVENTYONE. 


END PAGE ONE 












PRISON, REPORTED TO JONES HE WAS FORCED TO LIE ON TABLE WITH 
FOOTBALL UNDER CHIN AT WHICH TIME HE WAS BURNED WITH LIGHTED 
CIGARETTE, BEATEN AND THREATENED WITH CASTRATION. THIS 
INCIDENT WAS ALLEGED TO BE WITNESSED BY ATTICA INMATEf 



JONES FURTHER ADVISED HE RECEIVED MANY COMPLAINTS 
OF BRUTALITY FROM INMATES BUT HAD NO SPECIFICS AVAILABLE. 



ADVISED THAT HE WAS APPOINTED TO THE SPECIAL PANEL BY 
JUSTICE HARRY GOLDMAN TO LOOK INTO COMPLAINTS OF INMATES OF 
ABUSES COMMITTED BY CORRECTION OFFICERS AND STATE TROOPERS 
AFTER ATTICA PRISON FACULTY WAS RESCUED. 

HE SAID HE ARRIVED ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER SEVENTEEN 
LAST AT ATTICA AND CONDUCTED SUPERFICIAL INTERVIEWS. 

LATER HE DETERMINED THAT A NUMBER OF INMATES FORMERLY 
IN HOUSING BLOCK Z AT ATTICA WERE TRANSFERED TO CLINTON 
PRISON. HE CONDUCTED APPROXIMATELY THIRTY TWO INTERVIEWS OF THESE 
END PAGE TWO 












PAGE THREE 

INMATES WHO HAVE ALLEGED AMONG OTHER THINGS THAT THEY WERE FORCED 
TO RUN A GAUNTLET IN THE AFTERNOON FOLOWING THE SECURING OF THE 
PRISON WHERE THEY WERE CLUBBED BY STATE POLICE AND CORRECTION 
OFFICERS, 

HE SAID SOME OF THESE INMATES REPORTED OTHER BEATINGS 
ON TUESDAY WHILE BEING REMOVED FROM ATTICA, HE SAID THE PANEL 
ACTED MORE OR LESS AS A BUFFER DURING TRANSITION PERIOD WHEN 
CONTROL WAS BEING RETURNED TO LEGITIMATE AUTHORITY FROM 
THE INMATES. 



ONE SEVENTYONE. _| OBSERVED TWO OR THREE INMATES STUMBLE 

ON CIRCULAR STAIRWAY IN SECOND FLOOR AREA IN BUILDING WHERE THE 
"BOX" IS LOCATED WHILE BEING ESCORTED BY GUARDS T 
DAYS AFTER AUTHORITES REGAINED CONTROL OF PRISON, 

STATED HE COULD IDENTIFY GUARDS, BUT HE REFUSED TO DO SO 
FEARING HIS PAROLE WOULD BE VIOLATED. OBSERVED TO BE 

IRRATIONAL, ILLOGICAL AND BELLIGERENT. 



END PAGE THREE 













PAGE FOUR 




LEAN SILVERMAN STATED HE COULD PROVIDE NO 
INFORMATION IN ADDITION TO THAT ALREADY PROVIDED BY EDWARD 
CARR. 

ADMINISTRATIVE. 

FD THREE ZERO TWO FOLLOWS TO BUFFALO. 

END 

DCW 

FBI WASH DC 









OPTIONAL, FORM NO. JO 
MAY 19*# COITION 
-GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 


UNITED STATES GCA 


ii^jr 




Memorandum 


'yfj 

fMr yS Ro 

'X 1 






Bates 


FROM 


C. L. McG^4jf\ 


subject. UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; CORRECTIONAL 

JFACILiTX*_AXXI£A JCWYOMLNG-CQIfflLTXl, 
NEW YORK; UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES 
O F ATTICAj SUMMARY PUNISHMENT; 

Ci’VIL RIGHTS / 


date: October 28, 1971 

1 - Mr. Roseh 
1 - Mr. Bates 
1 - Mr. Shroder 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. McDonough 
, 1 - Mr. Felt /gJjj, 


imasr b.s. , 

Callahan_ 

Casper_ 

fcl^eland y 

fr/deriX 


Soyars_ 

Tele. Room _ 

Holmes_ M 

Gandy . . 


Mr. Mohr « 
Mr. Bishop 




The report of the investigation requested by the Civil /r 
Right s Division concernin g alleged p ris oner abu se dur ing the 
retaking o f the Attica, N ew Yo rk, C orrectional Facility o n 9-13-71, 
has been received from SAC Josenh H. Gamble of the New York Office 
who has been in charge of supervision of the investigation out of 
the Buffalo Office. The report consists of in excess of 150 pages 
with enclosures covering autopsy and medical reports of injured 
and deceased inmates as well as deceased hostages, reports of then , 
State Police investigation as well as New York State Correction j iK J 
Department, Monroe County Sheriff’s Office, State Park Police 
reports and Army and Air National Guard reports, totaling severa'l 
thousand pages. Photographic material, including still photographs, 
slides, motion pictures, and video tapes have also been received 
and appropriate reproductions are being made in the FBI Photographic 
Laboratory and will be forwarded to the Civil Rights Division as 
processing is completed. 

All requested investigation has been comp leted with the 
exception that Justice'Harry Goldman of the New York State Appellate 
Division who is head of a panel appointed by Governor Nelson Rocke¬ 
feller established for the purpose of insuring the Constitutional 
rights of inmates were being protected, underwent vascular surgery 
on 10-13-71, and according to his doctor, may be available for 

/ interview later this week. The New York Office is following this 
closely and will interview Justice Goldman when he is made available. 

The majority of individuals contacted furnished general 
allegations of reported brutality, most of which information was 
second or third hand and covered alleged beatings during running 
of a gauntlet by prisoners, reported shootings of inmates and 
other harassment after the retaking of the Facility. msn 

EJM: smp »/ «■ S0&0&- K>3 


febiiuv 


i a is n 


&)Sfk 


COP^ 


S Of the Facility. ^ 

5o&05- 10 

C0NTINUED -Trover — - —— 

[-52 4.1971 

b'<f 






H 





McGowan to Bates Memorandum 
RE: UNSUBS; CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 
ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA 


ACTION: 


Since the requested investigation with the exception 
of interview with Justice Goldman in New York City, has been 
completed and the report and supportive material has been 
received from SAC Gamble, it is recommended that with the 
Director’s approval, SAC Gamble be instructed to return to his 
headquarters in New York City. The report of the investigation 
and its enclosures are being forwarded to the Civil Rights 



-2- 








OP1IONAI FORM NO. 10 
MAY ^962*'ClMT\0*r 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 


5010-106 

Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GC 



TO 


:Mr. Be 


; C. L. MeGo^aL-'^V 


DATE: 10/27/71 

1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Bates 

from : c . L. McGo^afeJ^V 1 - Mr. Shroder 

1 - Mr. McGowan 
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ATTICA; SUMMARY PUNISHMENT; CIVIL RIGHTS 

.... { / / ;S 




j,.' **, -» i,. 

t //■ yw 

At the request of the Civil Rights Division (CRD), 
we are investigating the possible abuse of inmates-in connection 
with retaking of the Attica, New York, CorrectSbna'j! Facility on 
9/13/71. 


>- 



<x> 


SAC Joseph H. Gamble of the New York, Office, who is in 
charge of supervision of the investigation in this matter out 
of the Buffalo Office, has advised that all requested investigation 
haa baen comnlehed Mi±h ths, exception of the interviews of 

National Medical Ass&ciation delegationb6 
who was at the Atti ca Correctional Facility at Sie time of b7C 

the retaking on 9/13/71; Justice Harry Goldman of the New York 
State Appellate Division who is head of a panel appointed by 
Governor Nelson Rockefeller established for the purpose of 
insuring the/jconstitutional rights of inmates were being protected; 
and the obtctinijjjig of additonal photographs from the New York 
State Policed ^According to SAC Gamble, the State Police have 
advised that they-will make the additional photographs available 
today and thtey wi^-l be incorporated in the over-all investigative 
report which wilPbe submitted to the Bureau by the close of 
business ts'day . ; --1 


b6 
b7C 


4»AC ^Gamble advised that the New York Office anticipates 
interviewing[ 1 today. Justice Goldman underwent vascular 

surgery 10/13/71 at the New York University Medical Center in 
New York City and has been confined in the intensive care unit 
at that institution. His doctor anticipates that he may be 
availab le for interview later this week. The results of the inter- 
and Goldman by the New York Office will be submitted 


views o 


as expeefi t ious ly as possible 



C- 4a// Sob 

■f nYrocf i rraf i nn a +- f i Viac* 


Since all recjse»ea investigation at Attica has-been' 
completed, SAC Gamble plans to return to his headquarters in 
New York City upon submission of the investigat r yg-rg^OTt roday. 
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McGowan to Bates Memorandum 
RE: UNSUBS, CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INFLATES OF ATTICA 


ACTION: You will be advised of all pertinent developments. 


Upon receipt of the. inyestigciti,:ve report, it will 
be carefully reviewed at the Bureau and ^thereafter copies 
will be furnished to the Civil Rights Division of the Department. 



I &An&t.z' Lou.*. a/6/ 
O/STn. O/<?jr<L7tr? 
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BUFFALO (44-592) 


'FROM NEW YORK (44-2086) (RUC) . /b j 

5 id 7s, $ tin/ 

UNSUB; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA CORRECTIONAL 

FACILITY, ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YOR K; UNKNOWN VICTIMS 
' —— — ““ ~ £ 

DASH INMATES OF ATTICA, SUMMARY PUNISHMENT, CR. 


Mr. Tolson_ I 

Mr. Felt_T 

Mr. Rosen__ | 

Mr. Mohr- r 

Mr. Bishop_jj 

Mr. Miller, ES_| 

Mr. Callahan_ 8 

Mr. Casper_ J 1 

Mr. Conrad_./ 

Mr. Dalbey _.^Y_ 
Mr. ClevelaifSL— 
Mr. PondejrJL_ 
Mr. Bates!— 

Mr. TavelJ 
Mr. Walt.e£?3z_r 

Mr. Soyars_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gapdy_ 






REFERENCE BUREAU TELEPHONE CALL TO NEW YORK AND 
NEW YORK TELEPHONE CALL TO BUFFALO NOVEMBER THIRD, INSTANT. 

|OF DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY, 

NYU MEDICAL CENTER, COULD NOT BE REACHED TO DETERMINE CONDITION 
OF JUDGE HARRY D. GOLDMAN, NOVEMBER FIRST AND SECOND, LAST. 


ON NOVEMBER THIRD, INSTANT, SECRETARY Tg_I 

STATED JUDGE GOLDMAN HAD BEEN SENT HOME AND IS UNDER THE CARE OF 

OF GENESSEE HOSPITAL, ROCHESTER, NEW YORK. 
SECRETARY WOULD NOT PROVIDE AN ADDRESS FOR THE JUDGE BUT STATED 


b7C 


b6 
b7C 


THIS WOULD HAVE TO BE OBTAINED FROt 


BUFFALO CONTACT 


1ND ARRAYS FOR INTERVIEW _ ^ 

— 7^ REC-18 5 Oh $S -IQ& 

GOLDMAN INTER?f£v»T>6——— | 

ia WOY 4 i97j J 


OF JUDGE GOLDMAN. TELEPHONE RESULTS 
BUREAU AND FOLLOW /iTH REPORT. 


END 


FI FBI WSASH DC 
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11/5/71 


1 - Mr. McDonough 


Air tel 


To: SAC, Buffalo 

From: Director, FBI 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, C- 

CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA CORRECTIONAL 

FACILITY, ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW TORI 

pimrofir victims - inmates of attica :_ 


CIVIL RIGHTS 


Enclosed are two reels of 8mm film forwarded 
by your airtel 10/27/71. 


Enclosures (2) 


1 - New York (Info) 
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BU 44-592 

LEAD 


BUFFALO 


AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

Upon the return of all photographic material submitted 
to the FBI Laboratory, will return all these items to the staff 
of ROBERT E. FISCHER at Attica Correctional Facility. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

Five copies of this report have been designated for 
Buffalo since it is possible that after the Civil Rights Division 
of the Department has reviewed the information in this report, 
requests for further investigation will be made at Albany, Buffalo 
and New York City. 

No copy of this report has been designated for the 
United States Attorney, Buffalo, since request ' p or the limited 
investigation emanated from the Department. However, if the 
Department requests that the United States Attorney subsequently 
be furnished with a copy, the Buffalo Office will be in a position 
to furnish this copy. 

All persons contacted in this investigation xirere advised 
that the investigation was being conducted at the specific request 
of Assistant Attorney General DAVID L. NORMAN, Civil Rights 
Division, U. S c Department of Justice 0 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THOMAS M. SHAUGHNESSY 
11/5/71 
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Office: Buffalo, New' York 


Bureau File f: 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTSj 
Correctional Officers, 

Attica Correctional Facility, 

Attica (Wyoming County), New York; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - Inmates of Attica 

SUMMARY PUNISHMENT - CIVIL RIGHTS 


b6 

b7C 


The Honora.ble HARRY D. GOLDMAN, Presiding Justice, 
Fourth Department, Appellate Division of the New 
York State Supreme Court, advised he was requested 
toy Governor NELSON ROCKEFELLER in 9/71 to select 
a panel to study the Attica Correctional Facility (ACF) 
uprising. Governor ROCKEFELLER told Judge GOLDMAN 
that GOLDMAN could not personally take any part in 
the functions of the panel and could not serve as _ 


an inactive member of the panel. 

E. J. Meyer Memorial Hospital, BiiFTa 1 o, W w Yo rk ~ 
furnished additional handwritten medical records pre¬ 
pared by other doctors relative to the treatment of 


nrisoners after the u 

prising at ACF. Results of 

view ci 


set forth. 


P - 


This is a limit ei investigation relative to 
the events occurring after 9:46 AM on September 13, 
197 I 3 at the Attica Correctional Facility (ACF), 

Attica., New York. It is to be noted that 9:46 AM on 
September 13, '1971, was the time that the New York 
State Police and other lavr enforcement officers started 
the retaking of the ACF, which had been taken over by 
the inmates on September 9 3 1971. 


ither recommendations nor concisions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to youi agency; it and its contents 
uutside your agency. 

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : IW70 0 - 400-840 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote of tronscription 


n/4/ri 



The Honorable HARRY D. GOIDMAN, Presiding Justice, 
Fourth Department, Appellate Division of the Hew York State 
Supreme Court, was contacted for interview at his residence, 

210 Pelham Road. Justice GOLDMAN furnished information as 
follows: 

During September, 1971> he was requested by Governor 
NELSON ROCKEFELLER to select and designate a panel of qualified 
individuals to study the Attica prisoner uprising. At that 
time, the Governor told him he could not personally take any 
part in the functions of the panel and could not serve as 
inactive member of this panel. 

Justice GOIDtMAN has not received any specific complaint 
of prisoner abuse either in person or by letter. Had he received 
complaints of this nature, he would have immediately furnished 
same to the panel members. 


b6 

b7C 


Interviewed on_ 




_at_ 


Buffalo 

-Roc he s t er , N ea c-Yar fe- Flle # - 4 4- 592 


by. 


SAs 

-2- 

nd 


PAJrpmg 


Dote dictoled_ 


- 11 / 4 / 7 1 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dale of transcriplio 


_ ardlac Surgical Section, E, J. Meyer Memorial 

Hospital, Buffalo, New York, made available 
records pertaining to the inmates of Attica "CorrectronaT 
Facility, Attica, New York, during the peri odSeplember ] 
17 , 1971 . 

These records can be located in Exhibit B-l. 


b7C 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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P 


Date of transcription. 


11/4/71 


1_ I Cardiac Surgery, 

Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital, 462 Grider, Buffalo, 
New York, voluntarily furnished the following information 
during an interview at his office at the Edward J. Meyer 
Memorial Hospital: 


which he 


referred to the previous interview in 
outlined the period in which he was at the Attica 


Correctio nal Pacility (ACF) directing the surgical effort 
following the assault to regain control of the facility. 


On Monday, September 13, 1971* he arrived at ACF 
in mid-afternoon. Two patients had been operated on by 
doctors from Batavia and two othar-onaratl rma-were performed 
by the surgical team headed u p b| _ [ Ih ese were 


the most urgent cases of inmate injuries The 


nitial 
During 


medical sorting out had been done by[ 

this period, wounded were still lying on Stratcriers in the 
corridors of the ACF prison hospital facility and as they 
were seen by medical personnel, they were transferred to the 
infirmary section. By 11 PM or midnight of Monday, September 
13a 1971, the Meyer Memorial surgical team had completed 
treatment of all the major or intermediate wounds that 
required attention that first day. The most seriously wounded 
or injured were seen first and treated and all chest and 
abdominal wounds were treated by 5 to 6 PM that evening. 

The remainder of the day was spent in treating the more 
superficial wounds such as arm and leg wounds. 


Init 
o~~JT 


itlally selected three inmates for 


transfer to £he Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital and later 
five more were added for transfer to the security section 
of the Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital on the first day. 
Two of these inmates had head wounds and the remainder had 
abdominal or chest penetrating wounds. 


The medical effort by the Meyer Memorial surgical 
team was terminated at approximately midnight, September 13, 
1971 , as they had seen all the most serious wounds that 
required treatment that day and the surgical team was very 
exhausted. Any inmate who suffered any size wound was given 


Interviewed on_ 


11/3/71 


_ot. 


Buffalo, New York 


*L 


__ I . and 

by _SYCVESTER B. SMITH/TP :ralr -4- 


.Date dictated. 


Fi|e $uffalo 44-592 
11/4/71 
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antibiotics and all superficial wound s debrlded that first 
day at the prison hospital facility. stated that 

he felt they accomplished the initial mauieai pn ffBfcT In that 
in addition to the treatment of wounds, all fractures had been 
set and treated. 

The surgical plan for Tuesday, September 14, 1971* 
was to see all the persons that they had treated the first 
day for post operative examination and to make efforts to 
locate any additional serious injuries. They did locate one 
major case of a gunshot wound in the abdomen. The operation 
was performed and this inmate, name unrecalled, was later 
transferred to the Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital. This 
patient was discovered during the examination of those who 
had received initial treatment and the extent of his wound 
was not medically appreciated the previous day. 

On Tuesday, September 14, 1971* the surgical 
well under control by 11 AM to 12 noon and 
|advised he toured Cell Blocks A and E looking 

Tor Inmates with wounds that required sug« H s>.±±a.a. -t i a n -- 

He noted that this was the same day that] I 

toured the same cell blocks looking for raqui yihg J 

medical attention. One problem that was incurred was getting 
an inmate who required surgical treatment to the first aid 
station as the policy at the time was one guard to escort 
one inmate. No one other than VINCENT MANCUSI, Superintendent 
of ACF, had the authority to designate the assignment of 
guards for inmate escorts.1 [remarked that 

MANCUSI was totally cooperative and sighted the example that 
some inmates had been designated for transfer to the Edward 
J. Meyer Memorial Hospital and had been placed in the ambulance, 
but the transfer had not been effected as no one had designated 
guard escorts. MANCUSI was contacted by [ | 

regarding this and he immediately assigned guards for escorts 
and the transfer was initiated almost immediately. 

[ Ifelt that the surgical problem the 

first day was primarily a matter of an unfamiliar situation. 
There was not enough operating room or first aid space in 
the ACF prison hospital facility. He did note that all persons 
seen and treated surgically the first day were rechecked on 
the second day for any post operative complications. Oh 
Tuesday the last significant surgical work was completed and 
after this point, the operating room was also used as a first 
aid room. 


b6 | 
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Qn Tuesday, September 14, 1971# _ . 

personally toured Cell Block E and partially Inspected' 

Cell Block A. Other members of the surgical team had 
also come through Cell Block A and advised him that 
no ma.lor surg ieal problems existed in Cell Block A. 

[noted that a few penetrating wounds were 
located during his tour of Cell Blocks E and A; practically 
all of these wounds were in the extremities. He did locate 
one fractured arm that required setting and a cast in the 
vicinity of the elbow. Prom his review of the operational 



he 

arm injury at the elbow in the process of deflecting a club 
blow during the hostilities on Monday. The broken arm was 
treated by an orthopedist, name unknown. 


noted all club wounds that he saw 


during his tour of Cell Blocks E and A were in the vicinity 
of the buttocks and back and he deduced that the inmates 
had apparently run a gauntlet. He advised that a relatively 
small percentage of inmates had any bruise type wounds or 
contusions at all and many inmates had none at all. Many 
inmates told him during his tour of the Cell blocks that they 
had been swatted back to their cells. He felt it would be 
very difficult to estimate the percentage of inmates 
who suffered contusions. He said he never saw nor heard 
from guards anything to suggest that either the correctional 
guards or State Police felt differently toward the white or 
black inmates. 

He noted that many of the inmates told him that 
they had to run a gauntlet of State Troopers and correctional 
guards from the facility yard back to their cells in Cell 
Blocks A and E after the cessation of hostilities. Many 
inmates advised him during his tour of the cell blocks that 
the State Troopers were more aggressive when they ran the 


gauntlet. 


£ 


said he had no impression that any 


physical force was us eS against the inmates other than to 
accomplish the basic objective of moving the inmates out of 
the yard and back to their cells in order to regain control 
of the facility. He again noted that most of the contusions 
were on the buttocks and adjacent areas. He did not see 
anything that suggested to him that an inmate had simply 
been beaten as reprisal. He specifically noted that very fei 
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head lacerations were noted during his inspection and 
the worst injury noted previously that he located was 
the broken arm. He said this suggested to him that the 
correctional officers and State Troopers were not 
indiscriminately using force on vital areas of the body 
such as the head, but simply trying to move a large number 
of inmates from the yard back to their cells to secure the 
facility. He also noted that he did see a number of 
bruises and lacerations on inmates due to falling as they 
were apparently running back to their cells. 


He further noted that one black inmate, name 
unknown, approximately 40 years of age, in Cell Block E, 
told him that he was beaten by his fellow inmates for 
hiding a correctional guard in his cell. This inmate had 
pushed the guard into his cell and locked him in in an 
effort to save his life. This fact was discovered by other 
inmates and this black inmate was beaten, kicked and made 
to lie down while the other inmates walked on him in 
retaliation for giving assistance to the guard. When 

pressed to estimate the approximate percentage of inmates _ 

who had visible bruises in Cell Blocks E and 


advised the best he could do was estimate that 10 to 30 percent 
suffered visible contusions. His personal evaluation was 
that the contusions appeared to be mostly on the white inmates 
as they were easier to see than on the black inmates. 


within t 


advised that it became apparent to him 


he first half hour of the first day that there would 
be a massive amount of misinformation concerning the chaos 
at Attica. He noted that if you ask an inmate what happened, 
the inmate would indict all others and leave himself looking 
lily white. If you ask a guard, the guard would mention what 
he had seen, what he had been told by others and probably 
later on believe that he himself saw it. He noted that most 
of the information that the correctional guards and Dr. 
r I had concerning the Attica situation was what 

uney-nau“rreOTTr-on the radio. He noted the stories of 
castration of the guards and slashing of throats had to have 
some effect on the correctional guards and he personally 
made efforts to track down the origin of the stories regarding 
castrations with negative results, f [placed the 

blame, in his opinion, primarily on the news media and stated 
he did not feel that they sought out accurate information 
from competent authorities when it was available. He noted 
that they camped at the front door of ACF and interviewed people 
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when thas_entp.rgri_.and left the facility. During his time 
at ACF* said he and the surgical team used the 

rear duor anu uruve Lheir automobiles right to the rear 
entrance of the prison hospital facility. He noted that he 
was first contacted on Thursday* September 16* 1971^ in the 
evening by both the "New York Post" and "Medical World News' 
for his personal evaluation. This was the first contact 
he knew of by the press for himself* 
or any member of the surgical team. 


] worked harder and longer than the other 


reit 

personneo. •creating the inmates of Cell Blocks A and E. 

He noted one interview that was widely quoted was 
that of a first year resident medical student at the Edward 
J. Meyer Memorial Hospital. This student based his entire 
knowledge on one single instance that occurred in Dr. 

[presence. A prison inmate was lying on a stretcher 
'In tne corridor and was verbally abusing the guard or State 


Trooper present. The guard proceeded to give him a light 
tap on the forehead which was audible but was not severe 
enough to break the skin in an effort to get the prisoner 
to put his head down on the stretcher. The verbal abuse 
continued and a State Trooper walked over to the inmate 
and knelt down beside him and commanded him without any 
physical force to lie back down on the stretcher. 

The medical student* name not recalled* was so 
inflamed at seeing the guard tap the inmate that he ran to 
the guard and berated him violently for his "brutality" 
to an injured man. This student later furnished information 
to the news media in an interview at the ACP front gate and 
also spoke at a student rally and sit-in at Capen Hall* State 
University of New York at Buffalo Medical School on September 
1 6 or September 17* 1971. His entire knowledge of "brutality" 
was limited to this single instance. 


Has advised that this inmate 

reportedly was a ring lead^c*_ He was a P uerto Rican who 

4 

wound. 


------- 

sp qke very bad . English and recalled his name 

| who had surrerecT a fractured leg from a gunshot 
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as he 

i ■ 

b7C 



b6 
b7C 


-8- 










bu 44-592 

- 6 - 


The Interview was terminated at this point at the 
request of| |due to the presence of other medical 

business. lie advised He had basically furnished all he knew 
regarding Attica but if specific questions were raised in the 
future, he would be more than glad to have a subsequent 
interview to resolve them as best he could. b7C 

_ Medical records previously made available by 

i Hwere returned to him at the time of this interview. 


-9*- 
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PENDING PROSECUTION 

O VER SI X MON THS CZ] YES KD NO 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


Notation s 


DOVER PAGE 


* CPO : 1908 O - 2914-885 










Mr. Edward Q. Carr 3 Jr. 
Attorney-in-Chief 
The Legal Aid Society 
Eleven Park Place 
New York, New York 10007 

Dear Mr. Carr: 


Mr. Tolson —^ 

Mr - Ifi-my 

Mr. 

Mr. Wf/ir- 

Mr. Bishop_ 

Mr. Miller, E.S. 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Dalbey_ 

Mr. Cleveland 
Mr. Ponder j/ 
Mr. 'Q&tejAljP 

Mr. Tavel-- 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. Soyars_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mis8 Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 




! .l rt-nj 

,1^' 


Your le tter of October 26, 1971, to Special P' 

Agentl_| Federal Bureau of Investigation, has 

been forwarded to this Division. 

As you will recall, your letter of September 25, 
1971, delivered to me on September 27, 1971, indicated 
that the Legal Aid Society of New York had reason to 
believe that possible violations of federal civil rights 
statutes had occurred at Attica subsequent to the riot. 

We have undertaken an investigation for the purpose of 
determining whether such violations occurred. It is 
for that reason that you were contacted by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. j 

It is our hope that you will cooperate in every 
way possible in this investigation and make available j 
to the FBI such information as you may have relating to J 
possible violations of the federal civil rights laws< 


b7C 


1 



CD 

1 $ 


l 

;> 


O 


z 


Sincerely, A 

DAVID L. NORMAN ,$''// y' 

tant Attorney General l / ] r V.’?V 
ill Rights Division 


/ Assistant Attorney General / y | r ->'. ■ - 

• y/' Civil Rights Division . ; 

^Federal Bureau of Investigation (Jy ^ 

10 ■' 

W j? 19-/1 7 - 
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11/9/71 


!($ 


Air tel , _ . r ~-\( D 

innr f pec 20' 4 H ' 

iyM. gtv c-v. j I 1 - Mr. McDonough 

To: SACs, New York 

Buffalo 

From: Director, YU 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 

. OCaUttCTIOBAL OFF ICBUS, 

) ATTIC* COMH1CTIOMAL FACILITY, 

. ^ICA COUlfTT),lilt*YORK; 

mraOWN VICTIMS - 

INMATES OF ATTICA 

SBHABT FtnVISHMBfT 

CIVIL MIGHTS 

00: BUFFALO 


Kndoaed for each office is a copy of a letter 
received fron the Civil lights Division. 

The Civil lights Division advises it will not he 
necessary for you to contact Carr unless he contacts your 
office to furnish desired intonation In this natter* 

This is for eoapletlon of your files. 

Inolosure 


Tolson_ 

Felt_ 

Rosen _ 

Mohr_ 

B ishop_ 

Miller, E.S. - 

Callahan_ 

Casper_ 

Conrad _ 

Dalbey_ 

Cleveland_ 

Ponder_ 

Bates_ 

Tavel __ 

Walters _ 

SP.yars _— 


EJM/mkc 

( 6 ) 


NOTE: 


b6 

b7C 


Above pe 
SA McDonough on lit 



Civil Rights Division to 


^ , / 


S', / 

Ci 


r i97i ./ ' _ 

MAIL ROpMQlZl TELETYPE UNIT I 1 






OPTIONAL. Pp**M NO. 10 
1962 EDISON 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES 


UNITED STATES ^^/ERNMENT 

'Memorandum 


to : DIRECTOR, FBI 


date: 11/2/71 


SAC, NEW YORK (JOSEPH H. GAMBLE) 


Object: UNSUBS; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 

ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA, 
SUMMARY PUNISHMENT, CR 




Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Rosen _ 

Mr. Mohr_ 

Mr. Bishop_ 

Mr. Miller, E.S. 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Dalbey_ 

Mr. Cleveland — 

Mr. Ponder_ 

Mr. Bates_ 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. Soyars_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 



The purpose of this letter is to recommend that letters of \ly^ 
commendation be directed to the SACs at Buffalo, Albany, Ml 
Washington Field and New York commending, through them, T / 
employees of their offices who worked so diligently in v 

connection with the investigation in captioned matter. 

SAC BROUSE, Special Agents and clerical personnel assigned to 
his office worked long hours on the weekend and holiday in 
order to expeditiously obtain much of the information requested j 
by the Bureau. They had considerable difficulty in locating 1 

reports, records and photographs and it was only due to their , 

probative inquiries and the masterful manner in which they 
handled medical personnel whom they contacted, that these 
records were expeditiously obtained. Clerical personnel were 
utilised to Xerox over 2,000 items for the Bureau, together 
with the necessary copies, and the duplicating continued day 
and night over the weetend and holiday. The spirit of cooperatior 
among the clerical personnel was outstanding. We had more 
volunteers than we could use. 

Albany, Washington Field and New York also conducted 
investigation assigned to them in a most expeditious manner 
and personnel in these offices also worked long hours and 
performed their tasks in a very commendable fashion. 

As stated above, it is requested that the Bureau direct a 
letter ©ir commendation to the SACs of these offices so that 
copies may be placed in the fijes of those emp^yees who 
participated in this investigation. 


^2, - Bureau 
*1 - New York 

Enclosures 
JHG: IM 
(3) 
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iy NOV >A971 


1 1 I SEE. GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION ADDENDUM PA( 
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


, ;^ 


ft 









ADDENDUM: GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 11/5/71 EJM/mkc 

At request of Civil Rights Division we conducted 
expedite inquiries concerning alleged prisoner abuse after 
retaking of the Attica, New York, Correctional Facility on 
9/13/71. Investigation in field was under personal supervision 
of SAC, Joseph H. Gamble of the New York Office who handled it 
out of our Buffalo Office. Results covering numerous interviews, 
obtaining of legal, medical and investigative records and reports 
as well as movie, still and viewo films were completed and 
forwarded Civil Rights Division in minimal time. 


General Investigative Division agrees with recommendation 
of SAC, Joseph H. Gamble that letters of commendation be directed 
to SACs at Buffalo, Albany, Washington Field and New York*which 
offices conducted expedite investigation, commending through 
them, employees who worked so diligently in this matter, A c<h» tovts ha/ 


General Investigative Division also recommends 
individual letter of commendation to SAC, Joseph H. Gamble for 
his vigorous and diligent efforts in supervising this investigation 
in the field. 



Appropriate letters attached for SAC, Joseph H. Gamble and 
SACs Karl 'Ll Brouse, Odd T. Jacobson, Robert G. ''Kunkel 
and John F. 'Maloney 



2 
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REC s^os- 


i(ft 


November 11, 1971 




Mr. John F. Malone 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
New York, New York 

Dear Mr. Malone: 

Through you, I would like to commend the 
employees of the Criminal Division who participated so 
capably in conne c t ion w ith the investigation of a Civil 
Rights matter. 

Everyone continually discharged his assign¬ 
ments with dispatch, accuracy and a great deal of profi¬ 
ciency, thus making a notable contribution to the success 
that was realized in this vital undertaking. I ask that you 
convey to all concerned my deepest appreciation for a job 
well done. 


MAiLED 20 


(MOV I 


Tolson_ 

Felt_ 

Rosen _ 

Mohr __ 

Bishop — 
Miller, E.S. - 

Callahan- 

Casper _ 

Conrad- 

Dalbey _ 

Cleveland_ 

Ponder_ 

Bates_ 

Tavel_ 

Walters_ 

Soyars _ 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes _ 

Gandy - 


Sincerely yours, 

| J. Edgar Hoover 

11 - SAC, New York (Personal Attention) 

] Re: Attica Correctional Facility 

Place a copy of this letter in files of personnel who 
participated in this matter hut were not individually 
recognized. 

1 - [sent Direct) \ 


b6 

b7C 


recognized. 

1 - Sent Direct) v 

\V£‘ ' —" 

SMA Jin# (5) * 

Based on New York letter 11/2/71 and addendum General Investigative 
Division 11/5/71 re Unsubs; Correctional Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facili ty. Attica (Wyoming County), New York; Unknown Victims - 
Inmates of Attica, Summary Punishment, CR. s 


r •: 


MAIL ROOM l I TELETYPE UNIT ! 1 



Ms 


/ 

Sk 









^ (Offtr? of tt|p Attorney Hottoral 
/ 2taal|titgtint, H. (L 

j t , " amc * Ccsuumcu ac . 

^ujar. 

lywA+H-,,*. __ tCu^~^~ *> <*W5c 

Honorable Nelson A. Kcckef c? 1 In? [ A&^' 

Governor, State of New York 


Executive Chamber 
Albany, New York 12224 

Dear Governor Rockefeller: 




V 


VJ 



Mr. Miller, ES_. 
Mr. Callahan.. 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad._ 

Mr. Daibey_ 

Mr. Clevelaq 
Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. "Walters 
Mr. Soyars 
Tele. Room_ 
Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy_ 



This is responsive to your letter of October 5, 
1971, in which you formally requested the Civil Rights 
Division of the Department of Justice to investigai^ 
claims by Attica inmates that their rights have been 
violated. L «.» ' 

Based on your request, I have directed ' 

Mr. David L. Norman, Assistant Attorney General, Civil 
Rights Division to conduct appropriate investigation 
of any specific allegations of physical mistreatment 
that appear to constitute a deprivation of civil rights 
violative of federal law. Mr. Norman has advised me 
that representatives of the Civil Rights Division 
have met in Albany with Deputy Attorney General Fischer 
to establish the procedure for transmitting to this De¬ 
partment any evidence or allegation of such violations. 

Please be assured of the continuing cooperation 
of this Department in all matters of joint concern and 
responsibility. 
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10/27/71 

Transmit the following in__ 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL _ AIR MAIL _ 

(Priority) 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 

(ATTENTION: MECHANICAL SECTION) 

FROM: SAC J. H. GAMBLE, BUFFALO (44-592) 

UNSUBSv^Correctional Officers, 
Attica^Correctional Facility, 

Attica (Wyoming New Yorkj 

UNKNOWN VICTIMS, 

Inmates of Attica 
SUMMARY PUNISHMENT 
CIVIL RIGHTS 



-V- 


F B I 

Date: 


Mr. ToUtm - 

Mr. Felt- 

Mr. Boeen- 
Mr. Mol 
Mr.JW* wp. 

e, E8_, 
Callahan_JS_ 
r^Caijer. 

Mr. Conrad 
Mr. Dalbey- 

Mr. Cleveland- 

Mr. Ponder— 

Mr. Bates—a 
| Mr. Tavel. 



I Mr. Walters. 
J Mr. _Soyara_ 

iTeTe. Room_ 

! Min Holmes. 
Min Gandy. 



Aw 


Buffalo. 


Rerep of SA THOMAS M. SHAUGHNESSY dated 10/27/71 at 


There are enclosed herewith the following listed 

it ems: 

(1) Four reels of video tape. The video tape . |> 

has been copied and the enclosed copies are the property of ,0 
the FBI. There is no audio or explanatory material in con¬ 
nection with these tapes. 


(2) Two reels of eight millimeter film, which 
represents 11 separate reels of motion pictures taken at . 

the Attica Correctional Facility during the period 9 / 9 - 13 / 71 . [( 
Enclosed also are four copies of tl^e summary of contents of 
the 11 reels of State Police film.(V-* A l m a > 0 /a ) 




X3) 60 - 3 " X 5" color photographs. No legend is 

available:/ — 

CuLs ENCLOSURE’ &Q-L0S izrO~ ' 1 


/Jj-^Bureau (EnC. 1383 ) (AM) (2 C 

/ " "-t) 


(1 - With Package 
2 - Buffalo 
CEU:caw 

(5) 


Approve 


55 N 



iffy in Charge 



U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971 —413 — 135 
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(4) ^ Three boxes containing ll8 - 35 millimeteip 

color slides. No legend is available. ^ 

(5) One package containing 220 slides which are 
labeled as to letter designation. There is an additional 89 
slides which are duplicates and duds. These were furnished 

by the NYSP and are being forwarded for the Bureau's discretion 
as to duplication. There are four copies each of the legends 
of these items being submitted. It should be noted in connec¬ 
tion with these that the legend contains reference to a "C" 
tray of 126 slides. These slides are presently being processed 
by Eastman Kodak and will be forwarded Air Mail on 10/28/71 e r 
directly to the Mechanical Section. These 126 slides of thisVt ^2 A 
"C" tray need not be returned once received at the Bureau. , )lC " 

(6) 25 envelopes containing 46l photographs of 
8"xl0" black and white. Also forwarded are four copies of 
the legend explaining these photographs. In addition, four 
copies of a preliminary film inventory is submitted. It will ^ 
be noted that the missing sequence numbers of the black and 
white on the preliminary inventory are color items. 

, , , 6 3 * f 1 1 *' ' / -4 ) 

*/■> ’ i; / * ^ "(7) 143 - 5"x7" color photographs taken at Attica .^^ .-|f 

Four copies of the legend are also submitted. r L [I' 1 

(8) 128 color photographs taken by Monroe County 
Sheriff's Office personnel at Attica. Four copies of a legend’ ft' 1 " 
are enclosed. 

* 

(9) Four folders containing 122 - 8"xl0" black and 
white photographs. Four copies of each legend are set forth 

for Folders One, Two and Four. There is no legend for Folder e (i 
Three. ^ I 7 <■ 

All color photographs and slides, except as set ,\ 
forth above in regard to "C" tray, should be duplicated an<| (S< 
returned to Buffalo as expeditiously as possible. The mov:«a ^ $ A 
reels should also be returned as expeditiously as possibleJ « . 

Black and white photographs can be handled in the 
normal course of business. 

It was noted above that the video tapes need not be 

returned. 


- 2 - 
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It is requested that the Mechanical Section make 
two copies of the above photographic material. 

All of the above material has been referred to in 
referenced report and it should be furnished to the Civil 
Rights Section under the exhibit number under which it has 
been transmitted to the Mechanical Section. The Civil Rights 
Section can thereafter return their copy and forward a 
correctly identified copy to the Department and one copy 
to Buffalo. These exhibits will then complement the infor¬ 
mation set- forth in the report. 


3" 


















F 8 I 

Date: 



10/24/71 


Transmit the following in 


Via 


AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIR MAIL 


(Priority) 



TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, BUFFALO (44-592 Sub 5) (C) 

UNSUBS, 

^Correctional Officers, 

^Attica Correctional Facilit?/, 

Attica ^Wyoming oounuy^, new York; 

UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA: 

» " ‘ ■" " i * 


SUMMARY PUNISHMENT 

\ r* *rr r t “ 

1- v ± ' 1 L I > 1 . ’ . ; 


I 

J_ 


Enclosed for the Bureau is the original and three 
(3) copies of a self-explanatory LHM concerning captioned 
individual. 

Indices of the Buffalo Office contain no 
information identifiable with captioned inmate. 


A copy of this LHM has been furnished the United 
States Attorney (USA), Western District of New York (WDNY), 
Buffalo, New York, by separate communication. 


since 

Correctional" Facility. 



Qne information copy being submitted to New York 
currently confined to the Great Meadow 

CV0CU91 r ,«rp 10 

’- Bureau (Encs .\V/ (AM) J , .j / 

' c> 1) (Info) (AM) - 


- New York 
1 - Buffalo 
CEU:mlr 

( 4 ) 


(Enc} 1) (Info) (AM) 


Tee: A AG 
Form 



i8 oct 28 m 


l cc-CRv 






U. S. GOVERNMKNT PRINT! 


■fHU Ngiau 

!N6 OFFICE; 1 97 I — 415 ~ 


in Charge 


Sent _ 














In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED SmATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

• Buffalo, New York 
October 2k , 1971 


UNKNOWN ■ SUBJECTS, 

.• Correctional Officers, 

-^•'Attica Correctional Facility, 

.Attica ( Wyo ming: County), New York: 

I JUTE OV. $ VTOTTr.iB-- TNMA'flCE OF ATTI CA • 


On October 22, 1971, 

to United States District Court .cadge JUHTJ "i‘. uuktijn, 
made available at Judge CURTIN's instructions the following 
letter, a copy of which is as follows: 


1* A 



<7 02 — ATT, A — //-l- 




tr tr 











Correctional Officers, 

Attica Correctional Facility, 

Attica ■ (Wyoming County), New York; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA: 


NameJtvcCfa?, "? ■' l' whc '' ““^"E Si s n Your Ful1 N,mc » nd Addrcsa 

/ J <j 7] >y/ / Give Inmate’s Full Name and Number 

Street & No. __ 

City Comstock N.V 12821 


I Comstock N. Y. 12821 

&*£*£*> _ 7?.ZL 








































. ■:?. 19. 7 , 


-eefimsri- 

-lORPTTrCdFrTJM- 

VJMUFQ STATES CiSTftlCT J UDGE 
’\7~fcSfeRN DlSTSICl UT 7 NtvViOSS 

















































UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, , 

Correctional Officers, 

Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica (Wyoming County), New York; 


TTMKrcOWM VTO.TTI.fS - TNM A TER f)F ATT TO A; 


r 


action in reply to this letter. 


stated that Judge CURTIN was taking no 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is. the property of the FBI and 
is loaned.to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


F B I 

Date: 10/29/71 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIR MAIL _ 

(Priority) 


1 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, BUFFALO (44~592Sub 6) (*) 
UNSUBS; 

/ -Correction Officers, 

/ / j AmtaS-C o rr ec tior ml Facility. 

(/ Attica (Wyoming County), New York; 

/ UNKNOWN VICTIMS - 

' Inmates of Attica; 



SUMMARY PUNISHMENT 
--CIV IL EIGHTS 
(00: Buffalo) 


Enclosed for the Bureau is the original and four 
(4) copies Qf-a-Lg-ttprhftaii-Memorandum (LHM) setting forth 

interview o|J_ I a potenti al witness who may 

be able to furnish Information regarding the Attica uprising. 

For the Information of the Bureau, ! J was 
interviewed at the Erie County Jail, Buffalo, New York, A 
where he is now confined awaiting trial in several local A 

oases at Rnffal o. New York on_charges Of hnrglarv l~ VJ 

__L ll m - 

TTCtlgST corpggyionai institution UurTn^ fBe riot at that _ 

institution. I I 


f : 


(i - 

RFS:sjg 

(5) 


rCLOGl; 


REC-15 



6 NOV l 197^ 


lcc: AAG Civil Rights niviaf. 
Form E.tm - - - 


jigMl 

4n l 

m 

---—- — 

{/if ^s.rv(V 


r t 

j 71 Sent \ P^r 

t 1 ■ ■ 

Special I 

QGTit in OhargG l^U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971— 4J3 — 135 













CfINITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Buffalo, New York 
October 29, 1971 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 

Correction Officers, 

Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica (Wyoming County), 

New York; 

UNKNOWN VICTIMS - 

Tnmates of Af-.-M o.a 


SUMMARY PUNISHMENT 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


was interviewed at Erie County 


Jail, Buffalo. New York on October 28, 1971 in connection 
with a nother matter. During the course of the interview, 

[_]advised he was in a position to furnish information 

to both the FBI and the New York State Police regarding 
the origin of the riot at the Attica Correctional 
Institution and events which transpired during the riot. 

He claims he is also in a position to furnish information 
regarding beatings of prisoners by law enforcement officers 
after they quelled the riot. 


advised his attorney! 


him that he would recommend that he 


indicated to 


furnish information 
to the New York State Police and the FBI; however, a final 
decision on this matter has not as yet been made. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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b7C 
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Says Its j 
By,a Leader of'. 

<IL -“t*- 

An officer of the militant Jew- 
| i<h !>;■ tense League said yest'er- 
; day that Herbert X. YBlydcn, 
who emerged as a leader of re¬ 
belling inmates in both the At- _ 
li ea Correctional Facility last" 
September and in the Tombs in 
Manhattan a year ago, had 
asked the league to help him 
and fellow inmates be “trans- 
’ forred” to “whatever socialist 
country will accept us." 

The league spokesman said 
Blyden made liis appeal in a 
brief letter penciled at the 
Bronx House of Detention, 
where he is awaiting trial next 
week in connection with the 
riots in the Manhattan House of 
Detention for Men, known as 
The Tombs. 

Th’e 34-year old prisoner was 
the rebel leader at Attica who, 
with his large figure draped 
In a poncho, delivered the in¬ 
mates’ 28 demands to the au¬ 
thorities. 

The letter was made public 
yesterday in the press room at 
the Manhattan Criminal Courts 
Building, 100 Centre Street, by 
Bertram Zweibo n. national , vice 
^pfeiaent'bfihe4eapie^=is#i 

' I-.Mr- ?.\yetbon sjMd-lhft-Jiwsue 
;fiiliy supported the request and 
jwoiiid contact the . State De¬ 
partment and Governor Rocke¬ 
feller in an effort to carry but 
the request. "I think it’s a good 
idea,’’ he said. ;.A«; | 

The letter said that BVden 
was speaking for “all the sur¬ 
vivors of Attiac," . where Blyden 
is serving a l5-to-20-year sen¬ 
tence for armed robbery. 

"If at all possible," he wrote, 
“please try and arrange* to 
have the Attica Liberation Fac¬ 
tion members transferred to 
whatever socialist country will 
accept us, preferably in ex¬ 
change for incarcerated people 
in those countries.” 

“I, for example.” he contin¬ 
ued, “would gladly go in ex¬ 
change for Sylva Zalmanson if 
! you can set it up." Miss Zal¬ 
manson, 27, a Soviet Jew and 
one of the so-called Leningrad 
9, is serving a 10-year sen tence 
for alleged anti-Soviet actllvity 
! Such an exchange, Mr. 
jZweibon said, would “be good 
\ i for Russia and good for the 
uA'jU.s. and gqpd for all the geo-', 
yV ple'TnvoivM/’ '*=*&*# / 


Help Is Sought 
A ttica Uyrisin z 



ve /j atJ 




Callahan i-. 

(Taspnr •-..l 

-Cunrail - ”” 

Dalbov_ JL 

Clove?and/_ 

Ponder LA 

TaJ6l-_ 

Waiters_ 

Soyars ___ 

Tele. Room 

Holmes __ 

Gandy - 



, - The Washington Post . 

■ Times Herald -■ • ■ " 

The Washington Daily Nows _ 
The Evening Star (Washington) 
*•-' The Sunday Star (Washington). 
) * Daily News (New York) 1 ' 

Sunday News (New Yods) -- 

Nbw York Pnat ,',\j 

The New York Times_*pA 

The Daily Wbrld 

Tha New Leader__ l 

(_The\wall Street Journal — 

The National Observer . 
People’s World ' ; _: 

, j;.- :■ - -. . • 

W , L. NOV 519/ 
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Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


Date: H/ 5 / 7 I 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

_ AIR HAIL 

(Priority) 



TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) 

UNSUBS; 

-CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 
fc ^ATTIC A_ n nff BBCTTnMAI^JiAMIJga. 
ATT ICA (wfruMINo CuUNT^ . NEW..J 
UNKNOWN J&CXIMS., 

OF .ATTICA 


CIVIL RIGHTS 


As Bureau is aware, on 10/19/71, Civil Rights Division, 
Department of Justice, requested a limited yet extensive investi¬ 
gation concerning captioned matter. Specific investigation 
requested dealt primarily with locating movie and still pictures 
taken at Attica, obtaining medical reports of inmates; autopsy 
reports; certain court records; all official reports submitted , 
by corrections officers. State Policemen, National Guardsmen, {/ 
and any other law enforcement officers concerning their activities 
at Attica; and a limited number of interviews. 


Bureau designated SAC J. H. GAMBLE of the New York Office 
to take personal charge of this investigation at Buffalo and that 
it be handled as a special on a continuous and expedite basis. 

The initial phase of investigation was conducted promptly and an 
extensive report was submitted 10/27/71, with over 2,200 items 
requested by the Department, many of which were multi-page 
documents which had to be reproduced six times. 

During the period 10/19-31/71, 98 Agent days and 30 
clerical days were required within the Buffalo Division only to 
handle this expedite investigation. The estimated cost of this* 
investigation in Buffalo alone is $10,000.00,, wjiich does no 

( 2 . - Bureau (AM) 

1 - New York (PERSONAL ATTENTION, SAC J. H. GAMBLE) (AM/)#' J 

2 - Buffalo v AL, » . 7 NOV JT1971 


V '' 

V: A 


KLB:jmb 
Approilcil_ 


Special Agent in Charge 


. S. GOVERNMENT PRINT 
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include supplies and extensive use of Xerox machine for required 
reproductions . 

The above data is submitted for the Bureau's information 
and consideration. It is my feeling that after the Department 
has had an opportunity to analyze the results of the mass of 
information furnished to them, an additional and even more 
extensive request for investigation will be made. Such a request 
undoubtedly will include a heavy emphasis on interviews of 
possible victims, witnesses or subjecta among inmates and members 
of law enforcement agencies. In such an event, it is requested 
that the Bureau consider assigning sufficient Agent and clerical 
personnel from other Divisions to promptly and expeditiously 
handle investigation requested, for I do not believe that this 
office could absorb such an extensive manpower commitment for an 
extended period of time. 
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Alrtel 1 - Mr. Blay 

1 - Mr. Callahan 


TO: SAC, Buffalo (M-592) | 

/{ FROM: factor, FBI */*/' &>&&£* ~~ I I I 
UNSUBS; 

CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 

ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK; 

UNKNOWN VICTIMS, 

INMATES OF ATTICA 
SUMMARY PUNISHMENT 
CIVIL RIGHTS 



Reur alrtel of 11/5/71. 

Bureau la aware of the manpower demands made on 
Buffalo Division by the recent extensive investigation of the 
captioned matter. The initial request for investigation made 
by the Department has been fulfilled, and no additional 
requests have been received at this time. Should the Department 
request additional investigation, you may then submit your 
request for additional temporary personnel to the Bureau for 
Its consideration. 
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RHB:cmb V NOTE : Buffalo by airtel dated 11/5/71, advised of 
(5) h' 1 the manpower drain and cost figures resulting'from 

the recent investigation conducted into the Attica Prison riot. 
In anticipation of the Department's request for additional 
investigation, Buffalo requests the Bureau consider assigning 
additional personnel from other divisions when request received. 
.Buffalo being instructed to submit request subsequent to any 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Mr. 

M^^lwrTES— 

MiT Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper__ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Dalbey_ 

Mr. Clevelan d s 
Mr. Pondeay/_— 
.Mr. Bates r 

Mr. Tnvel__ 

Mr. Walters . _ i 

Mr. Soyars_] 

Tele. Rnnwi 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


Being aware of your intense interest in the question 
of law enforcement and improvement of our penal 
system, I am taking the liberty of sending you thes^ 
copies oi ofa: reprinbfbour recent series of articles 
oB^<\ca: A rtatcfr ny of a T ragedy. ~ 

It has met with favorable response from law en¬ 
forcement officials, legislators, members of the 
judiciary and others in New York State. ^ 

We are in a position to forward you as many copies ^ 
as you desire. 

Stnpeydy^ ~) 
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Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investig%tio$oV 18 

D'epartment of Justice / 
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A TTICA, LIKE KENT STATE, is a name that seems destined to be- 
\ come part of the American language of the turbulent 1970s. Technically, 
\ it is a place—New York’s Attica state prison, a few miles east of Buffalo. 
~t.. Symbolically, it represents that moment on Sept. 13,4971, when the forces 
1 ^f law and order came in bloody conflict with fte angry revolt‘of some 
of Attica’s prisoners. In all, 43 hostages and inmates lost their lives. 

Like Kent State, Attica also is an event that seems destined to be 
debated for years to come. Were the rebellious inmates, many of them 
Puerto Ricans and blacks, so alienated that they could not be persuaded 
to go back to their cells? Were prison officials and New York Gov. Nelson 
Rockefeller right to order armed state troopers and deputies to put down 
the revolt four days after it began? Should they have done it sooner, or 
later, or not at all? 

Unfortunately, most of the events of the four-day riot at Attica—■ 
events which might now help us answer such questions—took place behind 
the gray prison walls, shielded from public view. Many details are still 
not known, and some may never be known. _ 

But to shed as much light as possible on Attica, The NEWS assigned 
a six-member task force, composed of Donald Flynn, Nat Kanter, Joseph 
Martin, Alex Michelini, Jean Perry and Donald Singleton, to dig into the 
affair. They spent days interviewing prison guards and employes, prison 
officials, state troopers, paroled Attica convicts who lived through the 
experience and many others. Their combined notes amounted to tens of 
thousands of words. 

The whole was distilled into a five-part series, written by Singleton, 
that was published in The News Oct. 4-8. The entire series is reprinted 
in the belief that it offers the reader the most complete record yet compiled 
of The Tragedy of Attica. 


Attica State Prison 


Attica: 

Anatomy 

ofa 

Tragedy 

PART ONE 

Many questions remain 
unanswered. Was 
there ever, for example, 
an order to open fire? 
Should the assault have 
been made sooner — 
or at all? 









9:42 A.M. on Monday, Sept.. 13, New 
York State Corrections Commissioner Russell 
G. Oswald grabbed a telephone — halfway 
through its first ring — on his cluttered desk 
in the Attica state prison administration 
building. 

Oswald had been waiting for the call; he knew it 
was from his deputy, Walter Dunbar, who had gone 
to the prison’s A Block to rendezvous with the leaders 
of the rebelling prisoners In one last try to end the 
revolt. 

The commissioner sat in silence in the small, sec¬ 
ond-floor office, listening intently to what Dunbar 
was saying. Then he lowered his head and repeated, to 
no one in particular, the words Dunbar had spoken: 

“They just said, ‘Negative, negative/ and now 
they’ve got the hostages at Times Square.” 

Oswald paused for just another second, and then 
he was speaking to Dunbar: “This is it—we can’t 
negotiate any more. Tell Monahan it's his baby now.” 

Oswald's voice, according to those who heard it 
that drizzly, chilly morning, sounded drained and 
empty. The four long days of the prison rebellion, the 
long hours of negotiations, were over. Down in D 
Yard, where the 1,200 prisoners held their 38 hos¬ 
tages, a lot of men were about to die. 

The commissioner, his salt-and-pepper hair combed 
neatly straight back, but his face clearly showing the 
stresses of the last few days, glanced over at the 
other telephone on his desk, the one that had an open 
line to Albany. 

Ready for the Climax 

Down in A Block, Dunbar turned and passed the 
message to State Police Major John W. Monahan, 
commander of the nearly 1,000 state troopers inside 
the walls of the besieged penitentiary. Monahan spoke 
some quick, efficient words to his communications 
officer, Capt. Henry F. Williams, who was assigned 
as tactical commander of the assault. 

“All forces in position,” Capt. Williams barked 
into his walkie-talkie, and the voice echoed, amplified 
many times, from a hundred walkie-talkies and patrol 
car radios around the prison. 

At precisely 9:43, Williams ordered electric power 
for the whole prison shut off. There had been reports 
that the prisoners had electrified several gates and 
doorways as booby traps, and had rigged several 
bombs, made of an explosive mixture of peat moss and 
oil, which could be detonated by electricity. 

“Connect the high-pressure hoses,” he said a 
moment later and. at 9:45. he ordered the pilots of the 
two CH-34 helicopters to begin their runs over 
the yard where the inmates had made their bizarre 
encampment. The choppers, which had been loaded 
and warmed up for 15 minutes, rose and disappeared 
over the wall. “Zero in on targets,” Williams said. 
“Do not take action until the drop.” 

A voice, not Williams’, answered a few seconds 
later: “The drop has been made! Jackpot One has 
made the drop!” 

The 2,000 men in and around D Block Yard—just 
under 1,000 troopers and just *ver 1,000 inmates and 
hostages—took a last, excited, deep breath. They had 
seen and heard the first of the pepper gas canisters 
hit the ground. They knew this was it. 

Williams spoke a split second later. “Move in, 
move in,” he said to the five waiting squads of 
troopers who were the first wave of the rescue and 
recapture mission. “The drop has been made.” 

A Wild Dash From the Gas 

In three running columns, through three different 
doors, the first 100 troopers began the planned 
assault, their gray helmets, olive drab gas masks and 
orange rain slickers giving them an other-worldly ap¬ 
pearance. 

They burst into view of D Block Yard simultane¬ 
ously, and at 25 vantage points in windows and on 
rooftops, trooper snipers squinted through the tele¬ 
scopic sights of their .270-ca!iber rifles. 

In the sprawling yard, the prisoners broke ranks, 
some of them running wildly to escape the stinging, 
choking gray fog of gas, others clutching their spears 
and clubs, preparing for what they thought would be 
only a hand-to-hand battle for possession of the yard. 

Some ran toward the walls, and, coincidentally, 
toward the police; others ran toward the corner 
known as Times Square, where most of the hostages 
were being held, hoping that by being near the hos¬ 
tages, their safety would be guaranteed. 

There is no single, objective record of the events 
of the next few minutes. Those minutes are shrouded 
under clouds of pepper gas, blurred by gas-mask face¬ 
plates and watering eyes, confused by hysteria and 
panic, lost forever by a television camera that mal¬ 
functioned at the last minute. It may never be known 
exactly who fired the first shot, exactly who was the 
first to die that day. The only objective record lies in 


the statistics: 3(3 men died within the next hour, with 
three inmates and one hostage already dead and at 
least two more inmates to follow; 110 others were 
injured. 83 of them seriously enough to require sur¬ 
gery; it would take $4.25 million, to rebuild the 
wrecked prison and, still, many said it could never be 
brought back to normal. 

But even without objective records, there are hun¬ 
dreds of subjective ones. The men who lived it knew 
what happened; the record is burned forever into 
their memories. 

Correction Officer Bob Hulshoff certainly never 
will forget. 

He was crouched on the steel stairway leading to 
the roof when Williams’ command came, and he prac¬ 
tically climbed over the few men in front of him as 
they clanged up the last few steps and burst through 
the door, running out onto the rooftop. 

Violence Wasn't Planned 

Hulshoff, one of the two correction officers selected 
to accompany the first wave of troopers into the occu¬ 
pied arpa. had been watching the scene for four days 
through the bars. He had sat through the briefings 
"•ith the troopers, when the captain told them: “I 
don’t want this to be a bloodbath; our main objective 
is to get the hostages out with as little violence as ■» 
nossible ... if you’ see somebody coming toward you, 
remember, he may just be trying to surrender . . . 
however, if he’s coming at you with a weapon and he 
will not drop it, that’s a different story . . .” 

And now, incredibly, it was happening all around 
him. “I was running along the roof, past the troopers 
and all the bodies, and I could see the prisoners jump¬ 
ing out from behind the barricade they had built there 
on the roof, some of them with long clubs, others with 
spears, others with knives.” 

He could also see the macabre tableau at th* other 
end of the roof, at Times Square, where the prisoners 
held knives at the hostages’ throats. 

But the tableau was coming apart as he ran, the 
battleground of the yard filled with the crackling of 
rifle shots from the snipers and the booming of shot¬ 
gun blasts from the troopers. The bullets were taking 
the tableau apart and everything was falling down, 
down. i ••••, 

Hostage Ronald Kozlowski could see the people 
falling down, too. He had managed to slip his blind¬ 
fold up a fraction of an inch, and he could see the 
gas moving over the yard. More important, Kozlowski 
could see, just below his chin, the razor-sharp knife 
that his “executioner” was holding at his throat. 

Kozlowski, a 23-year-old clerk, expected to die in 
that instant. After all, the prisoners told him he was 
going to die, and they hadn’t told him any lies in all 
'our davs that they had held him hostage there in D 
Yard. 

About an hour before the assault, Kozlowski and 
about 10 other hostages had been herded into a ditch 
that had been saturated with gasoline. The plan was 
to bluff the police, to threaten to strike a match if 
they attacked. 

“But; then they decided that we couldn’t be seen 
well enough there in the ditch, so they pushed us over 
to Times Square and stood us there with an execu¬ 
tioner for each hostage.” he recalled later. 

His executioner had been considerate to the point 
of insanity—he asked Kozlowski how he felt, and 
when the young clerk answered in complete honesty 
that he felt sick, the man gave him a Turns to settle 
' is stomach. He had to switch the knife, with which 
’^e planned to slit Kozlowski’s throat, from one hand 
to t' e other to get the Tunis out of his pocket. 

But now it was time to die, Kozlowski knew, and 
'^e “elt the sharp steel slicing through the skin and 
flesh of his throat. And then he felt himself falling, 
°nd hitting the ground, and when he looked around, 

' is executioner was dead, a hnllet hole in his chest. 

Jerry the Jew fell down at just about that moment^ 
dm n on the ground where the gas made the grass and 
t’ e "md burn like fire. 

Jerry—Jerome Rosenberg on his prison record— 
•'id been lying in a trench witlr-a group of buddies 
from his cellblock when the first wave of troopers 
’’ir-'ed in through a door-in A Block. 

He Remembers It Clearly 

Jerry's eyes were blurred by the gas, but he says 
he can remember it all clearly, the big helicopters 
thumping in over the wall, sometimes to drop gas, 
sometimes to broadcast the surrender message: “Place 
your hands on top of your heads and move to the out¬ 
side of B and D Blocks. Do not harm the hostages. Sur¬ 
render peacefully. Sit or lie down. You will not be 
harmed. Repeat, you will not be harmed.” 

Men on both sides of him went down in that first 
hail of fire from the 12-gaUge Ithaca pump shotguns, 
and Jerry himself got a nick on one knee. The first 
wave of troopers ran past, toward the hostages, and a 

(Continued on page 4) 



Families of hostages await word outside 
the prison walls. 
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Prisoners punctuate shouted demands 
with upraised fists during negotiations. 










State troopers move in after helicopters 
dropped canisters of pepper gas. 



By most 
accounts, it 
was all over 
in thirty 
seconds 
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second wave followed behind, ordering the prisoners 
to lie still in their trenches. Then he and other inmates 
were ordered to strip and stand against the prison wall. 

Jerry was one of several men marked by the troop¬ 
ers with an “X” on hissback. The mark, painted on 
with a white soap mixture, identified him as one of 
the ringleaders of the rebellion. 

But that came later. Now the shooting was still 
going on, even after so many minutes — or was it 
seconds? Some witnesses said later that the beginning 
of the action sounded like a war. Others had different 
recollections. 

“I >was standing outside the yard, where there 
wasn’t any action, but I could hear pretty well,” said 
Correction Officer Edward Brady, who runs the pris¬ 
on’s law library. “And the thing that surprised me 
was how little shooting there actually was—it sound¬ 
ed like bang-bong, bang, bang-bang. But certainly not 
like a battlefield.” By most accounts, it was all over 
in 30 seconds. 

The first wave of. troopers had to leap over 
trenches that had been barricaded with steel tables 
and booby-trapped with long, pointed rods designed 
to impale the cops as they jumped across. 

Up on the long roof, Bob Hulshoff was passing 
the barricade that the prisoners had built there out 
of tables and mattresses and pieces of chain-link 
fence. 

“There were troopers all along the edge of the 
roof, and there were bodies, I kept running past bod¬ 
ies,” he remembers. As one of the two correction offi¬ 
cers to go in on the first wave of the assault, it was 
his job to point out the hostages, so the troopers did 
not accidentally shoot anybody who was a hostage 
dressed in inmate clothing. 

At Times Square, Capt. Frank (Pappy) Wald was 
another hostage ready to die. He was standing with a 
small group of hostages who had been brought to the 
roof of Times Square, the intersection of the two 
long enclosed walkways that divided the huge prison 
courtyard into four square recreation yards. 

’Times We Wanted to Cry ' 

Pappy, at 63, \v%« the elder statesman of the hos¬ 
tages, and over the long days and nights in D Yard, 
much of the time blindfolded and frequently threat¬ 
ened with death, it was Pappy who kept the others 
from breaking. “There were times when we wanted to 
cry, we wanted to beg, to do anything to get out of 
there,” recalled a younger hostage later. “But Pappy 
always talked to us and calmed us down.” 

But now Pappy wasn’t talking. It was time to die. 
He could hear the shooting, and he could feel the steel 
blade at his throat. One of the young hostages who 
stood next to him had his hand on Pappy’s shoulder, 
as if to draw strength from him. 

And then, as the inmate began to press the knife 
into Pappy’s throat, there was a suddenness when 
everything went limp, and they all fell down. 

There was a bullet, a steel-jacketed bullet power¬ 
ful enough to crack an automobile engine block, and 
it came from a gun with a sight so accurate that it 
could have hit a bullseye at 300 yards, and the bullet 
had passed over Pappy’s shoulder, so close it had 
creased a finger oil the young hostage’s hand, and it 
had passed through the inmate’s heart. 

Most of the prisoners were down by then, dead, 
wounded or trying to surrender, being told by the 
troopers to “lie down, hands over your head, noses in 
the dirt.” 

Gary Walker, a guard who lived to appear on the 
Dick Cavett Show two nights later, was down. too. 
Walker had felt the knife at his throat, and then his 
executioner went limp and fell down, dead. 

“I fell down and rolled over to a pile of mattresses 
they had there, and I pulled some of the mattresses 
over me, and ’ay, in behind one of them metal tables 
they had there,” he said. “And I could hear them 
pellets pinging off the table.” 

Hostage Beeame-Survivor 

Walker could see the troopers coming with their 
gas masks and shotguns through the lingering fog of 
riot gas, and he waved and started to run toward 
them. One of the troopers shoved him back down. “Lie 
still, and you won’t get hurt,” the trooper said. 

“But I’m a hostage,” Walker said. 

“Lie still!” the trooper commanded. 

As Walker watched, an inmate sprang out and 
clubbed a trooper lieutenant to the ground with q long 
pipe. The man raised the club for a second blow and 
another trooper grabbed the club and knocked him 
to the ground. The-lieutenant was struck with a shot¬ 
gun pellet as he lay - there; the other troopers quickly 
grabbed his shotgun and his pistol so the weapons 
would not fall into enemy hands. 

Bob Hulshoff climbed down the ladder from the 
roof and ran over toward Times Square. He saw the 
hostages—it was easy enough to pick them out among 


the hundreds of prisoners who were lying on the 
ground and lined up against the the walls of B and D 
Blocks. The hostages all had blindfolds, either on their 
faces or down around their necks, and their hands 
were all tied in front of them. 

He quickly pointed out Gary Walker, and then 
another man, Alvan Miller he guesses it was. Hulshoff 
groped for words: 

“Y«u see these guys every day with their suits 
and white shirts and ties and clean-shaven, and here 
they are, like pigs. They’ve been out there three or 
four days, they’ve got a growth of beard, just an old 
pair of coveralls. Jesus, it was hard. And then you're 
turning people over, the blood and everything, and all 
of a sudden there’s seven of your buddies lying there, 
that you’re never going to talk to anymore.” 

Then Came the Retaliation 

Hulshoff had to walk away for a few minutes, and 
he didn’t even notice that it was all over. The shooting 
had all but stopped, and hundreds of other troopers 
were occupying the yard. 

The cruel retaliation started then, according to 
the men who say they were the victims. 

Roger Champan, identified as one of the leaders 
of the rebellion, said he was in D Yard when the 
troopers caifte in, and he tried to surrender according 
to orders. “As I was crawling I was snatched by my 
collar and kicked in the throat and hit in the head 
by an officer,” he testified in a Buffalo Federal Court 
last Thursday. 

Sometimes, the recollections of violence came from 
the police themselves. 

The Rev. Wayne Jagow, a 27-year-old ordained 
Lutheran minister who is also a Niagara County 
deputy sheriff, said he came in with the second wave 
of troops as a part of the mop-up operation. 

Jagow watched as a correction officer, whose 
brother was one of the dead hostages, singled out a 
prisoner he thought was one of the ringleaders and 
beat him with a club. After the beating, the guard 
broke down in sobs. 

Even Jagow himself was unable to resist the emo¬ 
tion he felt when he saw the carnage in D Yard. Jil 
his own words: “I raised my club intending to bring 
it down on the head of a Negro inmate in the trench# 
as hard as T could. I just caught myself with the club 
in midair—my God, I said to myself, what am I do¬ 
ing? I walked around for a few moments, and then I 
did land a half-force blow on the buttock of the same 
prisoner whose skull I had almost crushed.” 

Niagara County Sheriff Anthony Vilella was also 
in on the mop-up operation, with his tactical patrol 
units proudly attired in nylon jumpsuits designed to 
protect them from the gas that still lingered in the 
yard. 

Cellblocks Were Dark 

First, Vilella was assigned to take a squad of his 
men in a search through a tunnel. The cellblocks were 
still dark, because of a tip the police had received 
from one of the inmates, Walter (Tiny) Smith, whose 
heroic efforts were credited with saving the lives of 
many inmates and hostages during the rebellion. Tiny 
found that many of the tunnel gates had been elec¬ 
trically wired by Sam Melville, New York’s “Mad 
Bomber,” who was killed in the assault. Tiny got word 
to the authorities who turned off the electricity just 
before the troopers went in. 

“We fired a few tear gas canisters into there, just 
for protection,” the sheriff said. “It’s probably those 
shots that the reporters said they heard after the 
initial assault.” 

Later, Vilella’s men were helping move naked 
prisoners through a doorway from D Yard to A Yard, 
when one officer reported that he saw an inmate 
lunge at a trooper. “I was amazed that after all the 
carnage, the inmate had the nerve to do it,” Vilella 
said. “The inmate got tapped, and down he went, and 
by God, that’s the way it should have been, as far as 
I’m concerned. It was imperative that we control 
them.” 

But the line between control and retribution was 
not always easy to find. 

A group of naked inmates came out of Block B on 
their own, holding up a white flag made from a sheet 
or pillowcase. They were shoved with shotgun butts 
over a railing into the yard, and shoved again through 
the door to B Yard, where they were made to lie down 
on the ground. 

“All the while they were lying on the ground, the 
slightest move on their part was the occasion for a 
beating with a gun butt or a kick with a trooper’s 
boot,” said Herman Schwartz, an attorney who spoke 
with numerous prisoners immediately after the re¬ 
capture. 

Some correction officers, apparently having lost 
control of their emotions, hit inmates. Prison Super¬ 
intendent Vincent Mancusi testified in Federal Court 
last Thursday that eight of his officers had to be re¬ 
lieved of duty that Monday because of their emotional 
condition. Some state troopers, it was reported, de¬ 
stroyed inmates’ watches and dentures, throwing them 
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irito the air and batting them with their hickory riot 
clubs. Inmates glasses were ground into the dirt under 
troopers’ boots. 

Jerry Rosenberg said he was forced, with all the 
otJ\er prisoners, to run naked through a gantlet of 
guards, who beat the inmates on the backs and but¬ 
tocks with sticks as they ran toward their cells. 

Rosenberg, who is serving a life sentence in the 
murder of two Brooklyn detectives in May 1962, said 
he was almost to his cell when a state trooper ran up 
to him. “I recognize you,” the trooper said. “You’re 
. tlra cpp-killer.” And according to Rosenberg, he lashed 
out with the butt of his shotgun, breaking three of 
Rosenberg’s ribs. 

Some correction officials said later that the move¬ 
ment, of prisoners might have been considered to be 
running gantlets. They said they made the men move 
quickly, under very close supervision, from the yard 
to their cells. “Correction officers in some instances 
firmly prodded inmates who were lagging as they were 
moving back to cells,” said Executive Deputy Correc¬ 
tion Commissioner Dunbar in an official statement nn 
Sept. 17. 

The inmates were lodged three to a cell in some 
cases, and the cells had been stripped bare by the 
correction officers and state troopers. Personal pos¬ 
sessions supposedly were saved, but many items were 
known to have been destroyed. Even pet goldfish were 
flushed down the toilet. 

The testimony of several doctors substantiated that 
some of the prisoners bore the marks of beatings. But 
on the other hand it can be reported for the first 
time that 20 troopers in the assault also were injured, 
some of them suffering broken fingers and toes. 

Most of the violence was over when Rabbi Daniel 
Kerman, one of the prison chaplains, was admitted 
through the gates shortly before 4 p.m. 

Kerman walked up to the first guard he saw inside 
the prison, a man he recognized from hundreds of 
visits on better days, and asked him the natural ques¬ 
tion: “What happened?” 

The man blurted out that he had just seen a 
prisoner who had been ct strated, and whose sex organs 
had been stuffed into his mouth. The guard burst 
into tears and stumbled away. 

Oswald Reports to the Press 

The rabbi walked directly to the makeshift morgue 
in the prison hospital, where he found two of his 
congregants, convicted bomber Sam Melville, who had 
been shot to death in D Yard, and Barry Schwartz, 
a Queens man doing time for manslaughter. Schwartz 
had been caught by the prisoners hiding a guard, 
Lt. Robert Curtis, under his bunk during the rebellion. 
The inmates wanted to kill Schwartz but, because he 
was the best typist in the prison, they needed him to 
type their demands. Later his throat was slashed. 

At just about that moment, while the rabbi was 
looking at the bodies of the men he had known, 
Oswald was standing on the lawn outside the admin¬ 
istration building, telling a pool of reporters and 
photographers the results of the bloody battle. 


He said seven hostages had died at the moment 
of attack, and two others had died on the way to 
hospitals. There were 28 dead convicts in the wake of 
the attack, and more than 150 injured convicts, host¬ 
ages and law enforcement officers. 

“How did the hostages die?” he was asked. Oswald 
made a slashing motion across his throat with a 
forefinger. “I understand their throats were slashed,” 
he said. V 

Of course, the question o£ throats was 

quickly settled. Within - 24 hour?, Rochester patholo¬ 
gist John F. Edland reported that the nine hostages 
had all died of gunshot wounds, and that there had 
been no castration. His findings subsequently were 
upheld by two other noted pathologists. 

But many other questions remained—and still 
remain—unanswered. 

Was there ever, for example, an official order to 
the state troopers to open fire? The available evidence 
suggests that there was not—that the exploding gas 
canisters may have caused troopers to think they were 
being fired on by the other side. Another possibility 
is that the troopers opened fire when it appeared 
that some of the prisoners were coming toward them 
through the gas clouds. Still another is that the sight 
of the hostages with knives at their throats may have 
caused the troopers to think they were being killed. 

The real answer may be a combination of these 
and other factors. In any case it appears that the 
troopers, whose orders had been to use force only if 
necessary, had been adequately briefed over a period 
of some hours before the assault. 

The larger question, of course, is whether the 
assault should have been made then or at all, or 
whether it should have been made sooner. 

Some Questions Have No Answers 

lt was originally hoped that the videotape of the 
assault, made by cameraman Roland Barnes of station 
WRG-TY in Buffalo, would be the most valuable 
single piece of evidence of what happened. But, ironic¬ 
ally, the most important segment of the tape turned 
out to be of poor quality—when the prison electricity 
was turned off, the camera went on battery power, 
and the" power proved insufficient to get a good 
image on the tape. 

On the larger questions, those involving the basic 
decisions of whether or not to negotiate, whether or 
not to send armed police in more quickly to recapture 
the institution, whether or not to take seriously the 
inmates’ threats to kill their hostages—to these ques¬ 
tions there simply is no objective answer. 

The answer to these questions can only lie in the 
consciences of the men duly elected and appointed to 
make such decisions. Both Commissioner Oswald and 
Gov. Rockefeller have said they felt they had no other 
choice. 

“If I had the choice I would undoubtedly have to 
do the same thing again—regrettably,” said Oswald. 

“It just has to be a decision agonizingly made, and 
then you just have to live with it.” 
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There were signs that 
trouble was brewing. 
Against the backdrop 
of prison life, strong 
new radical forces were 
at work at Attica. 


UffICIALS OF ATTICA state prison knew 
that real trouble was brewing on the morning 
of Aug. 22, just a few days after the killing at 
San Quentin of Black Panther George Jackson 
and just a few short weeks before the rebellion 
at Attica itself. 

The prisoners arrived at the mess hall at the usual 
time that day, about quarter past seven. But there 
was a huge difference, as Correction Officer Sgt. 
Jack English recalls: 

“It was the weirdest thing. They all walked in as 
usual, divided into two lines and walked through the 
serving area. But nobody picked up a tray or a spoon, 
and nobody took any food. They just walked through 
the line and went to their seats and they sat down. 
They looked straight ahead and nobody made a sound. 
You could have heard your wristwatch ticking. It was 
eerie. 

“Then we noticed that almost all had some black 
on them. Some had black cloth armbands, some had 
black shoelaces tied around their arms, others had 
little pieces of black cloth or paper pinned on them. 

“It scared us because a thing like that takes a lot 
of organization, a. lot of solidarity, and we had no 
idea they were so well organized.” 

There was another incident a week later, on .Aug. 
30. For no apparent reason, three times the usual 
number of men appeared for sick call in A Block. 
Instead of 80 to 100 men on the sick list that day 
there were more than 300. Prison officials looked for 
trouble, but there' was none—the inmates asked for 
aspirin or laxatives and went back to their cells. 
The next day the sick list was back to normal. 

Oswald on fhe-Spot 

Reports of these incidents filtered to Albany and 
brought Correction Commissioner Russell G. Oswald 
hurrying to the scene in an attempt to calm the prison. 
His mission would, fail* but perhaps the seeds of fail¬ 
ure had already^s&est gown. * t 

Attica, like other prisons, was becoming more and 
more gripped by black radicalism—populated in¬ 
creasingly by men who felt they had nothing to lose. 
Officials were finding more and more drug use behind 
the' bars, despite their best efforts to hold it down. 
On top of this were all the normal frustrations of 
prison life for the inmates. To understand any prison 
riot one needs to understand that the whole matrix of 
prison life—the annoyances, grievances and grinding 
monotony—provides a ready-made culture for breeding 
revolt. 

At Attica the bell rings at 6:30, three long, 
mechanical rings that echo metallically up and down 
the long galleries. The sound comes rushing along 
the cement flqqr, and it seems to get the bars vibrat¬ 
ing, so that even after the bell has stopped you can 
hear the ringing coming from all 42 cells and all 
the barred windows and all the gates on the gallery. 

The bell is a hated sound, because it pulls a man 
out of the only hiding place he has while he is in 
prjson: sleep. The bell says it’s another day, just 
like all the other days: It says it’s time to be up and 
around inside the steel cage where he spends 16 or 
18 hours a day. It says that breakfast is only 40 
minutes away. 

Prison Menu Is Monotonous 

But breakfast provides no surprise: Eight ounces 
of milk; a cup of coffee, served with the milk already 
mixed in; a pack of dry cereal; bread, three times a 
week with oleo; once a week, a dipper of prepared 
dry fruit. As usual, you have a choice to make at 
breakfast—you get one teaspoon of sugar, and you 
have to choose whether to put it in your coffee or on 
your cereal. * 

The choice made, another day in Attica state 
prison—not much different from any prison any¬ 
where in the country—has officially begun. 

Life inside any prison is a gray canvas, where the 
smallest bit of color, or relief, is seized upon and 
cherished. * 

Every tidbit of gossip becomes as valuable in a 
prison as a jewel might be in the outside world. Cig- 
areta are currency — a prisoner's monthly ration of 
one bag of inferior tobacco and one packet of rolling 
papers is qufekly used up, and factory-made smokes 
are to inmates what 12-year-old Scotch might oe to 
a free man. A few years ago, Pall Malls were the 
standard of exchange; today it is Marlboros. A pack 
of Marlboros in prison can buy a week’s worth of 


whatever swag one might want::' some extra sugar, a 
little pepper, some rice. 

There are other diversions, including many arcane 
methods of communication. Notes are passed in waste¬ 
baskets, crumpled cigaret packs thrown over walls, 
food trays. People shout messages back and forth 
through toilet bowls that are flushed simultaneously. 
Letters are raised and lowered on strings through 
windows and ventilation grilles. 

Then, of course, there is sex. 

One doesn’t have to be a Freudian scholar to know 
that sex is an important part of life, particularly to 
strong young men. So, even though there are no wo¬ 
men around in orison, there is sex. Homosexual al¬ 
liances that would be considered bizarre on the out¬ 
side are common in prison; there are even “marriages” 
between prisoners, conducted in the recreation yard 
so that the whole inmate population can bear witness 
as the two lovers pledge each other their troth. 

Prison Breeds Unique Customs 

All the activities that seem so strange from the' * 
outside are absolutely necessary in prison, to keep 
the inmates from going crazy with boredom, or bot¬ 
tled-up sex drives, or pent-up rage. 

They are necessary because no matter what prison 
reforms are >nade. no matter how liberal the prison 
administration, no matter what concessions are given 
to prisoners, there is no way to give a prisoner the ' 
thiog he wants most—his freedom. 

“I don’t know how you can ever make a group of 
happy, merry men out of a group of people who don’t 
have their freedom,” Oswald says. 

Against this backdrop, and now with strong new 
radical forces at work, it was, perhaps not so surpris¬ 
ing when, last July 2, Oswald received an articulate 
document entitled “The Attica Liberation Faction 
Manifesto of Demands and Anti-Depression Plat¬ 
form,” signed by five men: Frank Lott, Donald Noble, 
Peter Butler, Herbert X. Blyden and Carl Jones. 

The document listed 27 demands, ranging from the 
most basic to the philosophical. 

The inmates wanted better food—they called what 
they were getting “a gastronomical disaster.”- They 
wanted an end to censorship, they wanted to be paid 
the state minimum wage for their work, they wanted 
the right to join labor unions, they wanted better re¬ 
habilitation programs. Several of, the demands dealt 
with racial matters, reflecting the growing import¬ 
ance of such religious and political groups as the^ 
Muslims and the Black Panthers. 

Familiar-sounding Rhetoric 

The document ended with some familiar-sounding* 
rhetoric: “We are firm in our resolve and we de¬ 
mand, as human beings, the dignity and justice that 
is due to us by our right of birth. We do not know ^ 
how the present system of brutality and dehuman- ' 
ization and injustice has been allowed to be per¬ 
petrated in this day of enlightenment, but we are the 
living proof of its existence and we cannot allow it^ 
to continue.” 

The words were the same ones written by the 
inmates of the Tombs in Manhattan when it exploded 
in a riot just a year earlier. (One of the signers, 
Blyden, is under a 75-count indictment on charges 
stemming from the Tombs incident.) 

Oswald wrote to the inmates, assuring them that 
he was trying his best to implement most of the very 
demands they sought, and pointing out the progress 
he had made in his few months in office. But, he 
admits now, he continued to receive indications that 
trouble was brewing in Attica, not only between 
inmates and officials, but between black and 'white 
prisoners, and even between and among the various 
black factions themselves. 

Reporter Admitted Inside Bars 

Then, on Aug. 11, Richard J. Roth, a reporter for 
the Buffalo Courier-Express, was admitted to the 
prison and allowed to interview inmates under the 
terms of a liberalized policy implemented a month 
earlier by Oswald. 

Roth indicated in a three-part report on Attica 
that the inmates felt short-changed by Oswald, and 
that they were seething with anger at the conditions 
of their incarceration. He quoted inmate Wayne Trim¬ 
mer. a 27-year-old Buffalo man serving a term of 40 
years to life for a 1966 murder, as saying: “The pris¬ 
oners are tired, of asking and begging.” 

“Trimmer said that if the prisoners did not soon 
realize some palpable changes in their lifestyle as a 
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result of their petition, a rebellion of some sort could 
be forthcoming ,” Roth wrote. 

Not much more than a week later came the 
ominous mess hall incident, followed by the heavy 
run on the infirmary, and Oswald’s hurried trip to 
Attica. For three days he conferred with prison' 
superintendent Vincent Mancusi and other officials, 
then held lengthy talks with spokesmen for the 
inmates. 

Oswald planned to address all 2,400 inmates over 
the public address and internal radio systems, but his 
wife was taken ill and he had to return to Albany. 
Before he left, however, he tape-recorded a message 
which was played on Sept. 4, three times, to all the 
inmates. 

In the message, Oswald mentioned his plans for 
expanding law libraries for inmates, for starting 
evening educational programs, for expanding work 
release, for recommending a law change which would 
allow pre-release home furloughs. 

He concluded with a plea: “Many of you have 
voiced confidence in me and in the directions I have 
talked about; and I appreciate this. I am certain 
you realize that change can’t be accomplished over¬ 
night, but I can assure you that changes will be made 
just as some change has already taken place in the 
brief period of eight months ... I appreciate your 
patience, trust and confidence in what we are trying 
to do together.” 

Anger Still Festered 

The guards said they had hoped that Oswald’s 
visit would lower the level of tension within the 
prison. But it didn’t. Inmates seemed even more sullen 
,than they had been before. More and more prisoners 
refused work assignments, and sometimes there were 
j even overt threats against guards. In reaction, guards 
became more security-conscious, giving the inmates 
l even T less freedom than normal. Racial epithets flew 
I 'in*both directions. 

Then, on Wednesday, Sept. 8, there was a fight be¬ 
tween two inmates in A Block Yard. Contrary to pub¬ 
lished reports that the incident was only a touch foot¬ 
ball game, it was a real fight and an officer went down 
into the yard to break it up. He found himself sur¬ 
rounded by blacks who would not let him touch the 
combatants. 

Another officer in an observation tower called 
the guard captain and reported what was happening. 
Lt. Richard Maroney ran down to the yard to restore 
order, but as he attempted to separate the two men, 
one of the inmates punched him in the chest, knock¬ 
ing the wind out of him. 

For an inmate to strike a lieutenant is roughly as 
serious as it might be, in the outside world, for a 
doorman to punch the President of the United States, 
or for a Catholic layman to punch the Pope. It simply 
isn’t done. 

Lt, Maroney and the officer withdrew from the 
yard, not wanting- to cause an uglier confrontation at 
that time. But the lieutenant wrote up a report on 
the incident. That night, when the inmates were locked 
in their cells, two officers came to A Block and got 
the two men who had been fighting, Leroy Dewer and 
Raymond Lamorie, taking them to Housing Block Z, 
the punitive segregation area. 

As officers took the men away, one inmate threw 
a glass jar that broke on an officer’s face, cutting 
him severely. The officer ordered the inmate who had 
thrown the jar to be placed on “Keep-lock,” or kept 
locked in his cell on a 24-hour basis to await discipli¬ 
nary proceedings. 

Tension There Rising 

That night there was a great deal of yammering 
in A Block and elsewhere in the prison, as the word 
spread that the two men were being beaten by the 
officers. The prison staff sensed that tensions were 
reaching an explosive point. 

Correction officers in Cellblock A tried to avert 
trouble by assuring the men that no one had been 
beaten. Two inmate representatives were selected and 
taken to view the two prisoners in Housing Block Z, 
where they could see that there were no marks on the 
men’s bodies. 

The two representatives were returned to Cell- 
block A, but their reassurances to the men did not 
lower the crackling currents that raced through the 
prison that night. 

There was a lot of yelling from the dark galleries 
after lights out on Sept. 8. 

“Get a good night’s sleep, whitey,” one man said. 
“Sleep tight, because tomorrow’s the day.” 



A littered cellblock otter the Attica riot. A fight may have been the direct cause of 
the disturbance, but the seeds of the trouble took root behind the bars of these cells, 
where the annoyances, grievances and grinding monotony of prison life provide a 
ready-made culture for breeding revolt. 























Sent. 9: 

All Hell 
Breaks 
Out 
After 

Breakfast 

PART THREE 

'If they had waited 
until 10 o'clock, they'd 
have had everything ... 
Every guard in the 
prison would have been 
outnumbered 10 to one.' 


XhEY EXPECTED trouble at breakfast on 
Sept. 9, and even had an extra officer with a 
tear gas gun on duty iri the mess hall. 

But the meal was served as usual at 7:10 
a.m. The 1,536 • inmates filed into the huge 
room, split into Two groups of 768 men each, 
had their breakfast in peace and went along 
to their work details. 

There wasn’t a, ripple, and the correction officers 
began to relax as they prepared for the smaller “late 
breakfast," a second feeding at 8:10 for the 300-odd 
men who had to eat separately because of space limita¬ 
tions in the mess hall. 

Then, as the inmates in the late group began to 
'move in groups toward the mess hall, Sgt. Jack 
English, the prison’s chart officer that day, received 
a call of trouble in No. 5 Company in A Block, involv¬ 
ing the inmate in Cell 17, the man who allegedly 
struck an officer with a glass jar the night before. 

English, whose assignment put him at the center of 
the prison’s communications system, alerted the'duty 
officer for Cellblock A, Lt. Robert Curtis, who 
hustled to the area. Curtis had read a report on the 
previous night’s disturbance, and knew that the inmate 
in Cell 17 was in “keep-lock," or confined to his cell. 
English had told him that the men in No. 5 Company 
were refusing to go to breakfast unless their cellmate 
was allowed to go with them. 

By the time Curtis arrived at the area, the men 
were lined up and ready to go—including the man 
from Cell 17. 

Did Prisoner Throw Switch? 

Later, several officers speculated that one of the 
other inmates had reached through the bars of the 
lock room and operated the knife switch which opened 
the door of the man’s cell. 

.Curtis sensegl.that the men.were in an ugly mood, 
so rather than risk causing an incident, the lieutenant 
backed away and allowed the company to proceed to 
breakfast. He telephoned English, who alerted Prison 
Superintendent "Vincent Mancusi. It was decided that 
the man from Cell 17, who has not been identified, 
would be separated from the rest of the company and 
returned to his cell after breakfast. 

At 8:50, No. 5 Company left the mess hall under 
the supervision of a correction officer, and headed 
back toward A Block. 

At 8:55, Sgt. English got a call from the hall keep¬ 
er that there was trouble and he needed help in 
A Block. 

“It’s a rare thing when an officer hollers for help 
like that,” English said, ‘so I called all available 
sources, the cellblocks and the shops, and asked them 
to send help to A Block. 

“I called Cellblocks C, B and D to tell them to get 
their men locked in, but . there was no answer in 
either D or B. In C, Capt. (Frank [Pappy]) Wald 
answered, and I told him to button up C. 

“Then I got a call from Officer (Joe) Conway on 
6 Post on the wall, and he said Don Head and Roger 
Dawson had both been knocked down in the coal yard, 
behind B Block, by the commissary—he said inmates 
had hit them with pipes. Conway put the rifle on them 
and yelled at them to stop, and they ran toward D 
Block.” 


All Hell Broke Loose 

When English heard that, he made two fast calls, 
one to the hospital, where he instructed the officers 
on duty to “Get the female employes out—fast,” and 
one to the prison powerhouse, where he told the men 
on duty to sound the alarm. A series of fluctuating 
blasts on the sirens sounded at a few minutes after 9. 
And then all hell broke loose, all over the prison. This 
is how it happened, according to several guards. 

Officer John Drier was trapped in the prison tailor 
shop. An inmate had warned him that big trouble was 
brewing that morning, and when Drier heard the 
ruckus, he had locked himself in. But the inmates had 
set the tailor shop on fire, and he was now in danger 
of asphyxiation. 

In C Block, Capt. Wald, Sgt. Gerald Reger and 
Officer Richa 2 'd Delaney had locked themselves in an 
office, but inmates with a welding cart from the 
metal shop were cutting the lock out of the steel of¬ 
fice door. The guards were taken hostage. 

The early capture of the metal shop was a strate¬ 


gic coup for the rioters, for it gave, them the materi¬ 
als and machinery to begin fashioning more knives 
and spears. I.t was here that Herbert X. Blyden, a 
tough, convicted robber who was to become one of the; 
principal leaders of the inmates in the ensuing negoti¬ 
ations, first came to the fore. 

Over at E Block, a separate building where old and 
infirm inmates are housed, a group of prisoners were 
literally breaking down one of the huge, thick steel 
prison gates. “It was the most unbelievable, frighten¬ 
ing thing I’ve ever seen,” said one guard who was 
there. “They ripped off a couple of those long cast 
iron steam radiators from inside the tunnel, and they 
used them as battering rams, with 15 or 20 men on 
each one. They just kept beating until the gate caved 
in.” 


Another group of prisoners was storming Mess 
Fall Gate A, in an apparent attempt to gain access to 
the prison hospital, but the extra guard who had been 
nosted there fired several canisters of tear gas and 
the inmates turned back toward Times Square, the in¬ 
tersection of the two long tunnels which divide the 
huee prison courtyard into four square recreation 
yards. 

M any Versions of Incident 

The -gate officer at Times Square was Billy Quinn, 
a thin-faced, clean-cut man who looked much young- t 
er than his 28 years. Quinn saw two groups of in¬ 
mates rampaging through the tunnels, heading his 
way from two different directions. 

There are many versions of what happened next, 
but several correction officers say that based .on 
conversations with inmates who claim to have been 
there, Quinn attempted to escape from the prisoners 
by locking all of his gates and running up a steep 
steel stairway leading to a trapdoor entrance to the . 
central observation post above Times Square.' The 
inmates burst through the gate, either breaking it 
down o^ opening it with a key taken from another 
correction officer, and chased Quinn to the roof, 
where they beat him severely and threw him head¬ 
first down the steep staircase. 

Quinn, his skull fractured in two places and hia 
body bruised and twisted, was turned over to prison 
authorities later that day by another man who waa 
to emerge as an inmate leader, Richard Clark. But 
despite treatment in Rochester General Hospital, 
Quinn died two days later. 

In any event, no one seems to believe that Quinn 
was singled out for an especially vicious beating. 
“That was a terribly emotional moment,” said Cor¬ 
rection Officer Edward Brady, “and the inmates * 
were just running around looking for anybody in a 
blue uniform. Billy just happened to be there at the 
time, that’s all—actually, most of the inmates liked^ 
him a great deal.” 

Armloads of Weapons 

By the time of Quinn’s beating, the prisoners had 
set fire to the chapel, the school and several other 
buildings in the Attica compound, and had managed 
to take control of most of the rest of the institution, 
including A, B, C, D and E Blocks and all the yards. 

“It was obvious that they had this thing planned 
—why, those prisoners in A Block had armloads of 
weapons when they started up that day,” said one 
guard. 

There is one theory which holds that the Inmates 
actually planned their attack for 10 o’clock, when 
everybody would lie at his work detail, but that the 
time was moved up when Lt. Curtis found the A Block 
prisoner loose. “If they had waited until 10 o’clock, 
they’d have had everything, including the women,” 
said Brady. “At 10 o’clock, every guard in the prison 
would have been outnumbered at least 10 to one. We 
wouldn’t have had a chance.” 

By about 9:30, with clouds of smoke rising from 
the prison, scores of off-duty guards began to arrive 
in response to the alarm. They joined the ranks of 
correction officers preparing to move back into the 
captured turf. Armed with riot guns and tear gas, 1 
they retook first E Block, then C, then A. In each 
building they found a few prisoners who had locked 
or hidden themselves in their cells and had refused 
to participate in the uprising. 

Using a utility truck, guards threw a chain to Of- 1 
ficer John Drier, who was trapped in the burning tailor 
shop, and yanked out a window so he could jump clear 
of tne flames. 

At this point some 1,200 rioting prisoners were re-; 
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The worst part of the hours spent in captivity, all 
the hostages agreed, was being blindfolded. Living in 
constant fear, without being able to see, proved to be 
psychologically disastrous. 

This problem was solved by everybody’s angel, 
Walter “Tiny” Smith, the inmate medic who is credited 
with saving many lives of both hostages and inmates. 
“Tiny told them that leaving the blindfolds might 
make us blind, so we’d be no good as hostages,” said 
Johnson, “so they let us take them off. What a relief 
that was.” 


Once they were able to see, the hostages found 
themselves in the middle of a recreation yard, which 
had been turned into a combination fortress, tent city, 
negotiation area and council chamber. 


For the next four days the sweating, crowded con¬ 
fines of D Yard became the place where the rebellious 
inmates sought to establish their territorial impera¬ 
tive—setting up their own government, pressing their 
demands, stubbornly refusing to yield up their hos¬ 
tages. It was like another country, with D Yard as 
its capital. 


but then neither did they,” said guard Gary Walker, 
who had been captured in the metal shop. “But they 
had lots of hot coffee all the time.” 


Although the hostages were permitted to remove 
their blindfolds at 6 p.m., and were given mattresses 
to sleep on, nobody slept the first night. One guard 
explained why:. “There were all these strange noises, 
and guys kept coming around and saying ‘Let’s kill 
the pigs right now/ and we could hear the grinding 
wheels going, sharpening knives and spear points.” 


Captives Shared Cons' Stew 

On Friday, Walker said, the hostages were given 
crackers with their coffee, and on Saturday there were 
sandwiches—“I had two cheese sandwiches and a ham 
sandwich given to me, but I don’t think I ate a single 
mouthful,” he said. “But by Sunday we started getting 
really hungry. 1 noticed them cooking something with 
noodles in it, in a big pot over a fire, and I figured 
they were going toTiave a feast for themselves. But 
-pretty soon one of them comes over to us and gives 
us big bowls of goulash. Not all the prisoners had a 
hot meal that day, but we did.” 


With singular ferocity, about 1,200 
Attica cons rampaged through the 
prison, establishing their territorial 
imperative—setting up their own 
government, pressing their demands, 
stubbornly refusing to yield up 
their hostages. It was like another 
country. Many observers believe 
that the revolt had been planned 
well in advance. 


Another hostage, 26-year-old Correction Officer 
Lynn Johnson, said he and his fellow officers were 
beaten at the time of their capture in the prison’s 
sheet metal shop. 

More Mistreatment for Hostages 

All of the captives were stripped, blindfolded and 
herded into D Yard, where a few more beatings were 
administered. 


But Watkins, Johnson and several other guards 
were quick to point out that any violent maltreatment 
of the hostages was promptly halted by a large numb¬ 
er of Black Muslim prisoners, who took it upon them¬ 
selves to act as the hostages’ protectors. 


All during those next days in D Yard, the Muslims 
stood in formation around the group of hostages in 
an inner compound formed of upended tables and 
empty trash cans. The Muslims, led by “Brother 
Richard” Clark, guarded the hostages against injury 
and made sure they were comfortable. 


“The Black Panthers were ready to kill us right 
from the beginning,” said hostage Johnson, “but the 
Muslims never failed to protect us.” 


All during the four days of their captivity, the 
hostages were generally more comfortable than their 
captors. “We didn’t have much to eat the first day, 


treating and consolidating their ranks in B and D 
Blocks and D recreation yard. They had with them 38 
hostages. 


Officers in the attack force said they are convinced 
they could have retaken B and D Blocks too, and put 
down the riot, but were afraid, to use their guns and 
tear gas because of the hostages. 


Many of the hostages were beaten savagely in 
the first hours of the rebellion, it was reported later. 
Some of the rioters, in frenzies of emotion, took 
vengeance against the guards they hated most. 

Collection Officer Philip “Curley” Watkins said 
he was just reporting to his post at 9 o’clock when a 
group of inmates ran up to him. One man hit him 
over the head with a broomstick; another yelled 
“Look out!” to warn Watkins that a third inmate was 
swinging a shovel at his head. Watkins managed to 
catch the blow on his arm, breaking the arm, but 
undoubtedly saving his life. 


















DVard: 

Eerie, 

Tense, 

Then 

Bloodshed 


PART FOUR 


Oswald had granted 
some of the demands. 
But the prisoners really 
wanted amnesty, and 
the observers knew 
he couldn't give that. 


0 YARD. A sti'Ange land with a strange 
culture: a population of 1,200 people; not one 
of them a woman; more than 80% if them 
either Lilack or Puerto Rican; many with his¬ 
tories of violence; most of them the products 
nov’rtv subcultures within the richest na¬ 
tion on earth; all of them;convicted of crimes 
against, as it says on the official papers, “The 
People of the State of New York.” 

Geographically, the D Yard Nation consists of a 
100-yard-square patch of dirt and two buildings de¬ 
signed like kennels, real estate which you couldn’t 
sell on the open market, but which would cost you 
about $3 million to replace. 

Psychologically D Yard is euphoric, its citizens 
flushed with the heady wine of independence and free¬ 
dom. Free at last, free at last. , . . 

But too quickly the limits of liberty become appar¬ 
ent. There are no guards, to regulate movements 
minute by minute, but there are still walls, gun tow¬ 
ers and police. There is no book of rules, but the al¬ 
ternative is anarchy, and anarchy is unacceptable. 

The inmates form a hastily thrown-together gov¬ 
erning body, in which the men of each cellblock elect 
their own representatives. The governing council rules 
partly with the consent of the governed, partlv 
through brute strength, partly through glibness and 
oratorical prowess. 

Organizing the Essentials 

That first afternoon after the inmates had seized 
Attica’s D yard, they set about taking care of basic 
items: a security system for the protection of the 
hostages, a mess gang to prepare food and hot coffee, 
a sick bay. 

Then the members of the governing council gath¬ 
ered around a group of battered steel tables up against 
the D Block wall and got to work on the list of de¬ 
mands they would present to Correction Commissioner 
Russell G. Oswald, who htnb arrived at the prison at 
2 p.m. in a governmental plane from Albany. 

Shortly after Oswald got there, Prof. Herman 
Schwartz and Assemblyman Arthur 0. Eve of Buf¬ 
falo arrived and offered to help. Schwartz, head of 
the American Civil Liberties Union’s Prisoner Rights 
Project, and Eve, a frequent fighter for -prison re¬ 
form, said they would speak with the rebelling in¬ 
mates. 

The two men were given permission to try, and 
they did go into the yard to meet with the inmates. 
But they returned shortly, saying the prisoners were 
demanding to meet directly with Oswald. 

The commissioner knew that traditional penolo¬ 
gists say the first rule in such situations is not to 
negotiate while rioters are holding hostages. But he 
hoped that his reputation as a fair and progressive 
man would enable him to convince the inmates to 
give up the hostages and return to their cells. 

Oswald wept in and listened to the inmate lead¬ 
ers, telling them that he agreed that many of their 
grievances were valid. He made no headway, however, 
and left that first session with pessimism showing 
on his face. 

No-reprisal Pledge Sought 

There was another session that first day, and it 
was then that ihe inmates asked for the appointment 
of a committee of observers they could trust to over¬ 
see the negotiations. They also asked for a guarantee 
that there would be no reprisals for the uprising. 

Oswald left the meeting badly shaken, and shortly 
later the telephone calls began going out to the peo¬ 
ple who were to form the observers’ committee, most 
of them chosen by the inmates themselves: Rep. Her¬ 
man Badillo and State Sei». Robert Garcia, both Bronx 
Democrats and Puerto Ricans; New York Times colum¬ 
nist Tom Wicker; black Detroit journalist Jim In¬ 
gram; radical lawyer William Kunstler; State Sen. 
John R. Dunne (R-Nassau); Black Panther Party 
Chairman Bobby Seale; Clarence Jones, publisher of 
the New York v Amsterdam News; Julian Tepper of the 
National Legal Aid and Defenders Association, and 
others. 

Thursday night the inmates set up their bizarre 
tent city in D Yard. Even though there were bunks 
in the cells in the buildings they occupied, most of 
them chose to sleep outside on the ground, under the 
stars, taking the maximum advantage of their newly 
won—if limited—freedom. 

The prisoners went to great lengths to express 
their freedom in their dress and living accommoda¬ 
tions. Some built shacks out of wooden doors torn 
from the interior of the prison, others made togas 


out of blankets and sheets. Many wore Africati-styie 
headdress, and some used football helmets as “offi¬ 
cial” guard’s armor. 

Friday the members of the observers committee 
began to arrive, and by afternoon most of them were 
at the prison. That evening, one of the largest of the 
negotiation sessions was held under the glare of tele¬ 
vision lights in D Yard. It became apparent that the 
prisoners were prepared to hold out for amnesty from 
criminal prosecution for charges arising out of the 
rebellion. 

One Demand Wasn't Serious 

“We had a list of 30 to 35 demands at the end of 
that meeting,” says Lewis M. Steel, a 33-year-old 
civil rights lawyer who was selected as one of the 
observers. 

Steel says it was clear to him and some of the 
others at that meeting that one item which later be¬ 
came a major bugaboo—free transportation to a 
“non-imperialistic nation”—was not a demand to be 
taken seriously. “A lot of the prisoners spoke out 
against that,” Steel said. 

The Friday night session lasted until 4 p.m. Satur¬ 
day, as inmate after inmate unburdened himself of 
his grievances in long, emotional harangues which 
evoked a great deal of applause and chorus after 
chorus of*“Right on!’ 

Among those who spoke frequently was prisoner 
Flip Crowley, a thin black Qian who was quoted as 
saying, “We do not want to rule, we only want to 
live . . . but if any of you gentlemen own dogs, you're 
treating them better than we're treated here.” Muslim 
leaders Herbert X. Blyden and Richard Clark also 
spoke frequently that night, acting as informal chair¬ 
men of the meeting. 

Assemblyman Eve recalls that the young black 
inmate whose code name was but who was 

later identified as Elliott Barclay, was one who tried 
continually to whip up support for the demand that 
prisoners be given the option of being transported to 
a “non-imperialistic” nation. Eve later said he saw 
Barclay alive a few hours after the police' recapture 
of Attica prison on Monday, Sept. 13; but Barclay 
turned up on the list of dead inmates. 

Saturday morning three of the observers had break¬ 
fast with Wyoming County District Attorney Louis 
James. At the session, the three, Wicker, Jones and 
Tepper, got James to agree that there would be no 
“indiscriminate mass prosecutions” of inmates on 
charges arising from the riot. 

Prisoners Were Tense 

The committee members were delighted, and hoped 
the statement, signed by James, might satisfy the 
prisoners’ demand for amnesty. 

While the three observers were talking to James, 
there was another session going on in the prison’s 
Administration Building, between Oswald and sev¬ 
eral of the observers. The observers were trying to get 
Oswald to agree to a wording of the demands that 
would be acceptable to him. 

“Oswald was pressing us at that time, and we 
could see the troops coming up,” said Steel. “It was 
already very clear that Oswald and Warden Vincent 
R. Mancusi viewed us as outside interlopers who were 
liilurferiiig with their plans to recapture the prison.” 

Finally, by 6 p.m., the list of demands was writ¬ 
ten in language that pleased the observers. At that 
point Bobby Seale arrived. He looked at the demands, 
but said he could not evaluate them on the spot. In¬ 
stead, he went into D Yard and addressed the pris¬ 
oners briefly, then left to confer with other Black 
Panther leaders, saying he would return. 

“Kunstler left to get Seale out,” Steel said. “Some 
of the other observers left then, too. When Kunstler 
got back it was getting late, it was after dark. 

“The prisoners weren't that interested in Seale, 
anyway. They wanted to see the demands that had 
been granted by Oswald and they wanted to talk about 
them. The prisoners were tense and we knew the de¬ 
mands granted weren’t enough to satisfy them, not 
nearly enough.” 

Oswald had granted some of the inmates’ 
demands, such as the one calling for establishment of 
a permanent ombudsman service, permitting pris¬ 
oners to be “politically active” and to have “true 
religious freedom.” But what the prisoners really 
wanted was amnesty, and the observers knew Oswald 
couldn’t give that. 

The roles played by Seale and Kunstler have come 
under a great deal of scrutiny. There seems to be no 
question that Seale did not have much of an effect on. 
the negotiations. Kunstler’s role is assessed dif¬ 
ferently by different people. 






ELLIOT BARCLAY] 


Af height of disturbance, Corrections Commissioner Oswald met with rebel inmates. 


The leaders of the Attica rebellion 


ELLIOT BARCLAY: known 
as L. D., Barclay was 
sent up as a check forger 
. . . paroled, he was sent 
back to Attica as a parole 
violator for driving car 
without a license . . . 
considered Panther advo¬ 
cate, allegedly was killed 
in riot, but Buffalo Assem¬ 
blyman Arthur Eve says 
he saw Barclay alive 
after order was restored, 
implying he was deliber¬ 
ately killed later. 


HERBERT X. BLYDEN: 
Blyden, 34, Virgin Islands 
native, came to New York 
City at 16 and at 20 got 
five years in Elmira 
State Reformatory for 
gas station robbery . . . 
four years after release 
got 15-20 years on armed 
robbery conviction . . . 
faces 78 counts of kid¬ 
naping and assault as a 
leader of Tombs Jail riot 
in October, 1970 . . . 
one of Muslim leaders who 
helped protect Attica 
hostages. 


RICHARD CLARK: Clark, 
25, grew up in foster 
home in Jamaica, Queens, 


served three years in 
Navy . . . became drug 
user in 1969, was arrested 
in two robberies within 
four months and sentenced 
to four years . . . 
became Black Muslim in 
Auburn Prison and was 
transferred to Attica 
for urging inmates to 
overthrow the institution. 
Considered top Muslim 
at Attica . . . known to 
Muslims as “Brother 
Richard.” 


CHARLES H. (FLIP; 
CROWLEY: Crowley, 41, 
one-time Queens narcotics 
addict . . . serving 15 
years for robbery . . . 
paroled once, was sent 
back in 1969 for possessing 
a weapon . . . heard on 
TV yelling “Power, power, 
power! If we can’t live 
together, >ve got to die 
together!” 


FRANK LOTT: 40, of 
New York, an original 
signer of the Manifesto 
of Demands who talked 
Panther line at negotiations 
. . . doing 50 years to life 
for murder . . . met with 
State Corrections Commis¬ 


sioner Oswald Sept. 3 
to discuss inmates’ de¬ 
mands . . . wanted Warden 
Vincent Maneusi fired. 


1 

JERRY ROSENBERG: 
Rosenberg, called "Jerry 
the Jew,” 34, sentenced to 
electric chair in the 
murder of Brooklyn detec¬ 
tives Luke Fallon and 
John Finnegan in 1962 
. . . sentence commuted 
to life term ... got 
correspondence school 
law degree and was jail- 
house lawyer for rebels. 


Jerome Rosenberg 


Steel emphasizes that never to his knowledge did 
either Kunstler or Seale ever recommend to the in¬ 
mates that they hold out for any demand. 

On the other hand, Kunstler has been quoted as 
telling the inmates at one emotional point, when sev¬ 
eral of the observers thought their lives were in 
serious jeopardy: "There are four Third World and 
African country people across the street from this 
prison prepared to provide asylum for everybody who 
wants to leave.” 

Correction Officer Dies 

There were In fact no people prepared to offer 
anyone such asylum, and it is this statement that 
some people have suggested led the inmates to remain 
intransigent rather than accept Oswald’s final offers. 

Steel said the prisoners’ Central Committee told 
the observers that they had not done well enough for 
them, and sent them back to try again. 

But even as the observers left the long, makeshift 
negotiating table, where the observers sat on benches 
and the inmates sat on the hard ground, listening 
intently, they know their job had been made difficult 
to the point of impossibility by a factor out of their 
control — Correction Officer William Quinn had died 
in Rochester General Hospital that afternoon of in¬ 
juries received in the prison’s riot. Thus there was the 
strong possibility of a murder charge, and thus am¬ 
nesty became out of the question. 

Oswald’s patience snapped when he heard that the 
inmates were dissatisfied with his offers. “I gave 
them everything they wanted, and they don’t give me 
anything,” Steel quoted him as saying. "Tell me one 
thing they gave me!” 

Meanwhile, if things were becoming grim in the 
Administration Building, where Oswald, the state 
police and the observers all had their headquarters, 
things were also grim back in D Yard. The hostages’ 
nerves were fraying as they watched the impasses in 
negotiations developing. Several of them taped tele¬ 
vision statements urging Rockefeller to come to 
Attica. 

There were other problems in the yard too. The 
D Yard Nation was having internal problems. Some 
prisoners who were found guilty of violating the un¬ 
written laws of the new society reportedly were ex¬ 
ecuted—indeed, three white inmates were found to 
have been killed by the slashing of their throats a day 
or two before the police recapture of the prison. 

Others who were found guilty of rule infractions 
were put to work digging the crude, shallow trenches 
that the prisoners hoped would be their primary line 
of defense. 

Had Own System 

"They had their own prison system there in the 
yard,” said Correction Officer Edward Brady later, 
"and it was a lot more repressive and brutal than 
the one they were complaining about.” 

On Sunday, the observers conferred briefly with 
Robert Douglass, Gov. Rockefeller’s secretary, who 
was at the scene; then Tom Wicker called Rockefeller 
directly at his Pocantico Hills estate. Wicker, Herman 
Badillo, Clarence Jones and State Sen. Dunne all be- 
seeched Rockefeller to come tc the prison, stressing 
the need for more time and telling him they believed 
his personal presence might help convince the prison¬ 
ers that the governor gave the problem top priority. 
Rockefeller reportedly did not give them an answer, 
but said he would telephone Douglass. 

By that time, the tension was so great in the yard 
that observers had to be surrounded by a human chain 
of Black Muslim guards. Wicker wrote later that 
Muslim leader Clark said it was only his word that 
was keeping the observers alive. 

The next morning, Oswald went down to D Block 
and handed, through the bars, .a message to the in¬ 
mates: "1 am anxious to achieve a peaceful resolution 
of the situation which now prevails here,” he said in 
the note, which was given to inmate leader Richard 
Clark. “I urgently request y*u to seriously reconsider 
my earlier appeal that: 1. All hostages be released im¬ 
mediately unharmed; and 2. You join with me in re¬ 
storing- order to the facility.” 

As he handed the note over, Oswald said. "Mr. 
• Clark, I earnestly implore you to give the contents 
of this memo the most careful consideration. I want 
to continue negotiations.” 

But the final word was shouted down a long prison 
corridor at 9:42 a.m. 

“Negative!” an inmate shouted to Deputy Cor¬ 
rection Commissioner Walter Dunbar, and the word 
echoed in a thousand steel bars. "Negative.” Not many 
minutes later the turf of D Yard was drenched in 
blood. 


















Horror 
Haunts 
the Lives 
Ot Those 
Who 

Survived 

PART FIVE 

There is plenty ot visual 
evidence of what 
happened. But there 
are marks that cannot 
be seen — bitterness, 
hatred, fear. 


A PRISON RIOT like the one at Attica is a 
shattering event for those who live through 
it. The prisoners, the guards, the townspeople 
of Attica will be a long time erasing the riot 
from their memory. And for the 30 hostages 
who lived through those four days in D Yard, 
their memories may last .forever. 

Of the hostages who survived the Attica riot, 
which began almost exactly'a-month ago today, only 
one has been willing to return to work; and officials 
have permitted him to come back only on a limited 
basis. The rest, whether they are guards or civilian 
employes, sit in their homes and in hospitals, reliving 
the horrible moments when they thought they cer¬ 
tainly would die. 

“Every day you get up, and you say, well, I feel 
a little better today, maybe I'll try going back tomor¬ 
row,” says Gary Walker, one of the surviving guard 
hostages. “But then you read something, or hear 
something, and it brings all the feelings back again, 
and you know you’re going to have to wait a while 
more.” 

There is little reason to;believe that Walker will 
solve his problem quickly: many, if not most, of the 
guards who were taken hostage during a one-day riot 
in Auburn Prison on Nov. 4, 1970, have not been able 
to go back to work. They are still sidelined, many" of 
them under doctor’s care. 

Other Attica correction officers, those not taken 
hostage, were shaken by the incident, too. “My wife 
and I sat the other night and talked about how maybe 
I should quit,” said one man with 15 years of service. 
“But I figured I’ll stick it out for at least a while and 
see what happens.” 

A Special Sorrow 

The tragedy of the hostages was peculiarly a 
tragedy of the Village of Attica. Most of the 10 hos¬ 
tages who were killed came from Attica—indeed, of 
the total of 40 correction officers and civilians who 
were taken hostages, 27 W£re fyom Attic%, There was 
hardly a person among'^&e^jllage’s 2,875 souls who 
did not know, or was not related to, at least one of the 
hostages. ’ 

The destinies of the people of the Village of 
Attica and the people in. Attica prison were and are 
and will continue to be inseparable. 

Since the tragedy of Sept. 9 through 13, 1971, 
neither Attica the Village nor Attica the Prison will 
ever be quite the same. 

The most dramatic changes, of course, are appar¬ 
ent inside the 30-foot tall, gray-painted concrete walls 
of the 55-acre prison complex. A lot happened in those 
tall, brick cellblocks, in .the tunnels and in the wide 
recreation yards. 

And there is still plenty of-visual evidence of the 
inmates’ takeover and the police recapture of the 
facility, marks so fresh that they cannot be called 
scars—the more accurate* word is wounds. 

There are steel gate§ that were twisted and bent 
and welded shut by £ne inmates. There are holes 
through the thick cement handball backboard in D 
Yard, holes made by the steel-jacketed .270-caliber 
bullets fired by State Police snipers. The yard itself 
still bears the scars of: the occupation and recapture 
—the trench dug as a defensive device is still there, 
and so are the many holes dug by National Guardsmen 
who searched the ground with metal detectors in a 
hunt for hidden weapons. 

Both Sides Suffered 

But there are marks that cannot be seen by the 
waked eye, too. There are bitterness and hatred and 
fear, in both inmates and . guards alike, for each 
group lost heavily onjlhe morning of Bloody Mon¬ 
day, Sept. 13. 

There is a smouldering resentment, too, among the 
inmates who were not involved in the riot, but whose 
cells were stripped bare of all personal possessions 
following the rebellion. Prison officials say they were 
forced to empty the cells before they put the recap¬ 
tured prisoners into them; but such an explanation 
does not carry a great deal of weight with the man 
who sacrificed the few meager possessions he could 
call his own: pictures of his wife and children, law 
books, legal correspondence, toilet articles like deo¬ 
dorant and soap and<$tfter-shave lotion. 

While it is difficult to see positive aspects in the 
grim wreckage of Attica prison, there are a few 
bright spots. Transfers reduced the inmate population 
to about 1,200, half of what it was before the trouble. 


Then there js the fact that the men, who lived to¬ 
gether in D Yard for those four long da’ys seem to 
have learned a lot about each other. Most of the 
hostages had an opportunity to gain new insights 
into the makeup of the prisoners. Virtually all of the 
freed hostages have told stories of the many acts 
of charity bestowed upon them by the prisoners. 

The riot also gave the inmates, most of them black 
or Puerto Rican, a rare opportunity to see the basic 
humanity of the white correction officers who were, 
and now again are, their keepers. 

When Sgt. Edward Cunningham went before the 
television cameras in D Yard that Saturday night and 
pleaded for Gov. Rockefeller to come to Attica and 
save his life, it was obvious that Cunningham was just 
as afraid of death as his captors. 

And when he was killed in the hail of police bullets 
on Bloody Monday, Cunningham was just as dead as 
any of the dead-, inmates, black or white. 

The whole issue of prison racism was put under a 
garish spotlight at Attica, revealing it in all its ugli¬ 
ness. Some correction officers, it was said, referred 
to their batons as “nigger sticks.” And it worked the 
other way, too — it was not uncommon for some black 
inmates to openly call the guards “pigs” and “white 
fools.” 

But it must be pointed out that it probably was a 
minority of both groups who were ever involved in 
such overt racism. The guards concede that most 
black and .Puerto Rican inmates have good attitudes, 
considering the fact that they are incarcerated. 

Deny Racisf Charge 

The citizens of Attica deny vehemently that most 
of their townspeople are racists. And in truth the 
townsfolk don’t seem any more racist than any other 
white, middleclass, rural people anywhere in America. 
The people of Attica have few if any positive contacts 
with blacks—indeed, the only blacks for miles around 
are the hundreds of convicted felons in residence in 
the prison; not a very positive-influence. 

“These are just* plain, normal people in a typical 
rural American towh,” says the Rev. Charles Williman, 
pastor of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ at 15 
Washington St. in Attica. “They aren’t people who 
hate minority groups. They’re just people who live 6 
far away from the kinds of problems that are affect¬ 
ing the cities, and they haven’t got a perspective on 
problems like race and welfare and things like that.” 

Mayor Miller says that the people of Attica are 
not racist, but what he calls “ordinary, hard-working, 
honest citizens.” 

When Miller speaks of hard work, he knows what 
he’s talking about. In addition to his 8-hour-a-day job 
as a prison guard, he drives a school bus and runs a 
part-time oil burner repair and installation business 
with his neighbor and deputy mayor, Angelo Corci- 
miglia, who works fulltime as a pipe-fitter in a near- 
Sylvania plant. 

Some 'Bad People' 

Most of the Attica men who work in the prison 
resented the press coverage of the Attica incident. 
“They feel that all the reporters did their best to 
make the correction officers look bad and the prison¬ 
ers look good,” said one guard. 

“People don’t take into account that some of the 
men in that prison really are bad men,” he said. 
“The way things are nowadays, people don’t get sent 
to prison right away. To be sent to prison these days 
you have to be bad, and some of these men are bad. 
Bad people.” 

Correction Officer Edward Brady agrees: “Some 
of the men in the institution were definitely out to 
cause trouble. These guys, they’ve got such big bits 
(sentences), they’re never going to get out. The only 
way they're ever going to be released is by escaping. 
They wanted to get out, and they were ready to die 
to do it.” 

Virtually all of the officers interviewed at Attica 
blamed the rebellion on inmates they called “hard 
core” prisoners; a definition that usually included 
members of the Black Panthers^ Young Lords and 
others who claim they are “political prisoners.” 

The guards are bitter about the fact that many of*- 
these inmates had been moved to Attica after causing 
trouble in other prisons. They had been put in puni¬ 
tive segregation cells at Attica, but had won through 
court actions the right to be moved into the general 
prison population. 

The sentiments of the 383 Attica guards obviously 
were shared by most of the other correction officers 











in the state system. All of them backed a proposal— 
approved this week by Correction Commissioner Rus¬ 
sell G. Oswald—to segregate the “hard core” inmates 
in the system in a separate new institution or a sep¬ 
arate part of an existing institution where they can 
be contained under “maximum-maximum” security, 
conditions. 

The guards view such a move as the most import¬ 
ant prison reform to come out of the Attica exper¬ 
ience. 

Need Separate Institution 

“We have to have a separate institution for these 
guys,” says one lieutenant at Attica. “You can’t 
leave them in the general prison population and let 
them ruin what few good rehabilitation programs 
you’ve got.” 

Many experts feel that, on balance, the Attica in¬ 
cident will have more positive results than negative 
ones. There are a half-dozen separate investigations, 
all of which will have the effect of keeping the prison 
problem in the public spotlight for an extended period 
of time. Many legislators have indicated a willingness 
to increase the appropriations for correctional services 
in the next session. Gov. Rockefeller himself has said 
he will push hard for reform of the criminal justice 
system at that time. 

“They’re going to get reforms out of this that 
would have taken them 15 years otherwise,” says 
Kenneth Jackson, a staff member of the Fortune 
Society, an organization of ex-convicts working for 
penal reform. 

But,of all the effects of the Attica uprising, short- 
range and long-range, perhaps the most important 
effect is the one that the violent rebellion, with all its 
disappointments and pain and loss of life, has had on 
Commissioner Oswald, whose job it is to put the pieces 
of the prison system back together, and to set the 
system's direction for the future. 

Russell Oswald went through a lot of changes at 
Attica. Known far and wide in correctional circles as 
a fair, honest, sensitive man, Oswald was subjected 
at Attica to pressures that were almost unbelievable; 
pressures that would have bent and broken the values 
and spirits of most men. 

A Tough Stand 

At the height of the riot, those who know Oswald 
detected a new, hard note in his television statements 
about the negotiations. He was talking tough, bitter¬ 
ness clear in his voice. At several points when he was 
off-camera, too, he snapped angrily at- the observers 
about the prisoners, complaining that while he had 
made numerous concessions to the inmates, they had 
given him nothing. 

After it was over, and Oswald had dealt with the 
personal memories of his involvement in the incident 
in which 42 of what he called “the Good Lord’s chil¬ 
dren” were killed, he seemed to sound more like his 
old self. 

“I’d be a fool to say this thing hasn’t set my pro¬ 
gram back a great deal,” the commissioner said, his 
eyes lowered. Then he looked up and continued: “But 
I still think that we’re going to be able to get back on 
the tracks now and move ahead even faster than we 
were. When I came into office last January, I promised 
that if I failed to make a great deal of progress in 
three years, I’d resign. And the promise still holds—I 
think we’re going to make it.” 


Flag flies at half staff near the 
Attica village line as the town 
mourns its dead in the wake of 
the prison riot. 
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Honorable Floyd Barger 
Executive Editor 

The Hews 

220 East 42nd Street 
Mew York, Mew York 10017 

Dear Hr. Barger: 

I have read your letter of October 26th, 
i^ith enclosures, and you were mo3t thoughtful in 
sending me this special newspaper account concerning 
the riot at Attica, I appreciate your interest in 

y 1/^ 

furnishing this material. i 

Sincerely yours, ■< 

i • 

f , fc ^ 

J. Edgar Hoover ' 
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1 - ■ Enclosure (detached) 

MOTE: fir. Barger is on Special Correspondents List. 

Enclosure is special report prepared by six reporters of 
the "The Hews" analyzing the riot at Attica State Prison 
in September, 1971. ^ ", 
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at Buffalo. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are four (4) copies of 
a letterhead memorandum (LHM) in this matter; enclosed 
for New York are tv*D (2) copies of above LHM. 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



TED 


STATES DEPARTMENT 



USTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

.Buffalo, New York 
November 15 , 1971 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 

CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 

ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK; b 6 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA 
CIVIL RIGHTS u ' 


UNDERHILL °^ d Qctr>ber - 2 - i 


items to 


.1921.*., Special Agents CARL E. 

returned the following 


| of Judge ROBERT FISCHER'S 
investigative starr at; tne Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica, New York: 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 

CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 

ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA 
CIVIL RIGHTS _ 


(2) 1 Box containing 128 color photographs taken 
by Monroe County 

(3) 1 Envelope containing 143 color photographs 
of the ”E" series 

(4) 4 Envelopes of black and white 8 x 10 photos; 

No, 1 contained 59 
No. 2 contained 18 
No. 3 contained 15 
No. 4 contained 30 


Total 122 

(5) 346 Color slides itemized as follows; 

Tray A - 66 

Tray B - 27 

Tray D - 80 

Tray B 8 

Tray F - 39 

Total 220 

( 6 ) 3 Boxes of 33 mm slides labeled as follows: 

54 slides of bodies in morgue 
37 slides of.post assault phase 
27 slides of Attica scenes 


(7) 

1 Envelope of 60-3 x 5 color 

ohotos of Attica 

taken by Troope: 

1 

( 8 ) 

Envelope No. 42 

- Photos 1 - 

Db 

15 b7C 

(9) 

Envelope No. 43 

- Photos 1 - 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 

CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 

ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


On November 8, 1971, Special Agent| 


returned two reels of 8 mm motion picture film, representing 
the contents of 11 reels of film taken by New York State 
P o l;l jsjs— a.iaa.iia. fTranh a-K.s—a±— ±±t a fc t- i ..aa-. Correctio na 1 Facility 


to 


BatavXa, Wew York, 


New York State Police, 


On November 15, 1971, 


furnished the following in formati on: 


Sixty individuals of Wyoming County, New York, 
have been subpoenaed to report to the Wyoming County Court 
House, in Warsaw, New York, on November 29, 19717 | 
stated that 23 of these individuals would subsequently be 
impaneled as a criminal Grand Jury to investigate the entire 
aspects leading up to the riot, which commenced on September 
9 f 1971; the criminal allegations emanating from the riot, 
September 9-13* 1971; and any criminal allegations subse¬ 
quent to the riot. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; It and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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F B 1 


Date: 10/T/71 

Transmit the following in ___ 



(Type in plaintext or code) 

u. AIRTEL 

AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY 


(Priority) 


DIRECTOR, FBI ^ 5 0(cG& 
SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 

5, 

PRISON n , 

'sni-c rtiso a / 


Mr. Tolson- 

Mr. Felt- 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Mohr—__ 

Mr. Bishop_ 

Mr. Miller, ES 
Mr. Callahan- 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad— 
Mr. Halsey—. 
Mr. Clevel 
Mr. Pon 
Mr. Ba 


M 
M 

M 

er Ro'tot 


Miss Gar 



Approved: . fri/y 

ilNOV^I.^ 


^— 
int in Charge 


Z _ M Per_ 

& U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTIN 


|ICE: \ 97 \ -4ld'-135 
























BU 44-592 


5. Three (3) copies of article from 10/7/71 issue, 
page one, Buffalo "Courier-Express," captioned 
"Suit Over Convicts' Rights Dismissed." 

6. Three (3) copies of article from 10/7/71 issue, 
page one, Buffalo "Courier-Express," captioned 
"Trooper and Guard Acts Investigated." 

Albany is being furnished two copies each of items 
two through six for information purposes. 

Review of Governor ROCKEFELLER'S letter to Attorney 
General reveals that by letter dated 9/28/71, ROBERT E, FISCHER, 

New York State Attorney General appointed by Governor ROCKEFELLER 
to conduct the State's investigation at Attica, wrote to the 
Department of Justice in regard to the question of protecting the 
civil rights of Attica inmates. FISCHER noted that specific 
complaints of assaults upon inmates had not been brought to his 
attention either by inmates or by their counsel and that he would 
investigate any such allegations if they were brought to his 
attention. FISCHER stated, however, that a possible conflict 
would exist if the inmates making allegations of assaults committed 
against them were also possible defendants and the targets of the 
broader criminal investigation he is conducting. FISCHER indicated 
in his letter that the five-member panel appointed by Justice 
HARRY GOLDMAN of the New York State Appellate Division to investi¬ 
gate the Attica riot had advised him, FISCHER, of its receipt of 
complaints from inmates who may have actively participated in 
the riot that they had been physically mistreated, in violation 
of their rights. FISCHER was asked by the GOLDMAN panel to 
request the participation of the Civil Rights Division, and 
FISCHER indicated he would welcome the Civil Rights Division's 
undertaking of whatever action was deemed appropriate. Governor 
ROCKEFELLER therefore noted in his letter that to relieve the 
pressure that the potential conflict between certain inmates' 
rights and the criminal investigation now underway imposes on 
FISCHER and his staff and to assure public confidence in the 
objectivity and fairness of the entire Attica investigation, he 
was formally requesting the Civil Rights Division of the Department 
of Justice to investigate claims by Attica inmates that their 
rights had been violated. 

As noted in the enclosed Buffalo "Courier-Express" 
article captioned "Suit Over Convicts' Rights Dismissed," USDC 
Judge JOHN T. CURTIN on 10/6/71 dismissed a suit by civil rights 
attorneys charging the Constitutional rights of Attica inmates 
were being violated in the aftermath of the 9/9-13/fl Attica riot. 

/ 

/ 

/ 


- 2 - 





















BU 44-592 


According to the article, the Judge further stated that "The 
evidence before the court is that any^ actions of state officials 
arguebly amounting to unconstitutional conduct occurred shortly 
after they regained control on Sept. 13." The Judge said there 
was no evidence that abuses were continuing and "therefore, the 
relief sought by the plaintiffs is denied and the defendants ’ 
motion to dismiss is granted." _ _ 

- b6 

__ Judge CURTIN, advised today b7C 

that Judge CURTIN rendered an oral decision from the bench on 
10/6/71 and the decision is not filed in such circumstances. 

Judge CURTIN’S vei<batim decision can be obtained only by securing 
a transcript of the court record when it becomes available, date 
unknown. I 1 estimated a copy of the transcript of Judge 

CURTIN’s lengthy decision would cost approximately $2.00 per page 
when available. 

Above furnished for Bureau‘s information in view of 
possible request from the Department for a civil rights investigation. 


- 3 - 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5*22*64) 


# 


Date: 


11/16/71 


Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL 

(Priority) 


I Mr. T -’son_ 

I y..u _ 

1 Mr. _ 

Mr. M;< ’)•___ 

Mr. T ’■ ~i _ 

Mr. M" • "S. 
Mv. ' • . -1 

Mr. ; 

Mr. ' ! .... 


rile ! &/t 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROmIS^SAC, BUFFALO (62-2488) (C) 


MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 
CONCERNING 


Mr. V. „ . vs 

! M ; 

L TO“T 

Miss 1 . , 41 3 

Miss Ganiiy.. 


b6 
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Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and three 
copies of an LHM, which contains remarks made by captioned 
individual during his interview by Buagent. LHM being furnishe 
for transmittal to Civil Rights Division, U. S. Department of 
Justice in view of the fact that subject is an inmate of Attica 
Correctional Facility (ACF) and has furnished information to 
Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BC1) personnel. New York State 
Police (NYSP) regarding recent riot situation at Attica. 

It is noted that information previously furnished 
Bureau regarding Attica riot situation was under Buffalo file 
44-592 and captioned "UNSUBS, Correctional OfficersC/A ttica 
Correctional Facility, Attica (Wyoming) County, New York; 

UNKNOWN' VICTIMS, Inmates of Attica; SUMMARY PUNISHMENT, CR." 

One copy of the enclosed LHM has been furnished United 
States Attorney, Buffalo, New York. 

XBuffalo conducting no further investigation in captione 

~ 50 <*05 ~— !/*§ 


matter. 13' 1 

\2_ > Bureau (Encs 
1 - Buffalo 

JLB:sal 

(3) 


. 4) (AM) 


IS NOV 22 1971 


Approved! 

5 1 NOV To 


JftLl _ 

' ■ ’jQ'^ Pee ’ n ^ Agent in Charge 


OJvil ItJp-’ r.j 

jjPXHl 

// /?- 7 / 


_M Per- 

~Cr U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971 -413-139 















UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Buffalo, New York 
November 16, 1971 
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On November 10, 1971> a letter was received addressed 


to the Federal^ Bureau of Tm 

/pstigation (FBI), Buffalo, New 


York and signe 

The following are the contents 

b6 

of that letter; —— 


b7C 

"Gentlemen of the 

FBI 



"I need your help and I would like to see you. I 
can‘t explain in writing. It is very important." 




s 














b6 

b7C 


Offense 


Minimum Sentence 


Maximum Sentence 


! (stated that on September 13^ 1971^ | 

had been transpprted to Meyer Memorial Hospital, Buffalo, New 
York for treatment of gunshot wounds he suffered when State 
officials took control of that s ection of tj ie prison which had 
been previously held by inmates. ^dded tha11 

was returned to Attica or\ [land since that time 

has been housed in Housing Building ! ~1 advised that 

h as "committed pnr.rr.yi trip, v i__[infractions of 

prison regulations since,_for which he has been 

disciplined and provided the following descriptive and back¬ 
ground data: | 1 ' J 1 I 
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Name 

Race 

Sex 

Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Social Security 
Number 
Tattoos 


. m»1p 



_> j-j. 

173 lbs 

Brown 

Brown 




















FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70) 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


- 1 - 


Date of Iranirriplion 


11/16/71 


Attica Correctional 
Facility lAGE), -wa s contacted and was exhibited a letter 

signed _ 1 which had be en contained in an envelope 

addressed to the Federal Bureau of I nvga±±aa±±nri=r Buffalo, 

Kew York. After examining this let ter _ | stated he 

had written it and wished to talk with contacting Agent. 


[_] stated that when State officials took 

the section of the prison that was held by inmates during 
September, 1971, he had received gunshot wounds and was trans- 



that when he returned to Attica and was confined in the prison 
hospital, he was again interviewed by personnel of the above 
agency. 


stated that on both occasions of the above 
interviews, he atte mpted t o "make a deal" in that if he 
furnished information, he would be granted some typa-^f——. 
sideration regarding his release from confinement. j 

stated that at the time of his second interview as koove, ne 
was asked to select photographs of certain individuals involved 
in the riot and that he had refused to do this. 


_1_1 fhort gf.af-.ori that: _ I 

[ 

-- 
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b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


interviewed on- H/15/7 1- at — Attica^ M e w York - File # —8u£#alo-62=2488 


by -SA 


” 3 - 

_Date dictated 


1 4 /1 6 / 71 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


b6 

b7C 















BU 62-2488 

- 2 - 


1 _Vinfi.mnnr 




the above release was due -tt_ 

with the late Senator ROBERlf KEmJEDY, who 
obtaining his release. 


|u.a uuiuiiic 
nnn±J-miad that. 


- —i „„ 4 -_ —TT - 

was mo bi uiucubaji j.n 


: 


"lstated that lnl 


for the crimes that he is currently serving time for and 
advised he explained all of the above in view of the fact that 
he was now requesting Federal custody. When asked to explain 
thisj I stated that while he was at Meyer Memorial 

Hospital, he was not allowed to read any of the neuBmedia’s 
accounts of the Attica riot and therefore, was not aware of 
these accounts when he was first interviewed by the BCI person¬ 
nel?] [stated that he had told these personnel that 

hostages naa been killed by inmates but had learned through 
the reading of news media accounts that the hostages were not 
killed by inmates but were in fact killed by State authorities 
when control was regained of the entire prison.|_I 


BCI personnel. 


continued that he did not trust State 


authorities in that he did not feel they would give him the 
consideration they had promised, adding that if he does not 
cooperate he suspected State authorities may start a rumor 
among appropriate inmatgs: _rEgaxd.lng the fact he had cooperated 
and given informat ion.! [t hen requested protection 

by the Federal Government and solicited contacting Agent’s 
advice. 


into Fede 


was advised that he could not be taken 
rax custoay, that the FBI could offer him no pro¬ 


tection and that contacting Agent could nop act as his 
attorney in giving him advice. 


pas further advised 


b6 

b7C 

b7F 


b6 

b7C 


b6 j 
b7C 


- 4 - 

















BU 62-2488 

-i- 


that the FBI had no jurisdiction in determining the activities 
of those inmates who may have committed crimes during the 
Attica riot situation. 


further stated that the basis for his 
contacting tJoe FBI was that he did not trust State authorities, 
was fearful for his life, and wanted to furnish information 
regarding the riot in return for consideration as to his 
release in view of the fact he is servingL 


^as advised that the FBI could not 
help him m tne aFove regard and the interview was terminated. 


b6 

b7C 

b7F 












_ b6 

_ b7C 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the., property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 
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6-122 (Rev. 5-18-71) 


F B I 


Transmit in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via 


Airtel 


(Priority) 


TO: SA®, Buffalo <44-592) 

Row York (44-2084) Albany 

From: Director, FBI (44—50605) 

OKKVOVX SUBJECTS. 

^coskxctiokal arricEBB, 

‘’OHUNh.i 

UMBU t S V1C CT M8 - 1 M MA T E S 09 ATTICA 

cmrRiara 


_ Date 

(44-691) 


12/7/71 


1 - Mr. McDonough 


Enclosed are two copies of a self-explanatory Departmental letter dated 


12/3/71. 


Complete the requested investigation in accordance with the provisions of Section 27» 
Volume II , Manual of Instructions, and surep within 14 

days of the receipt of this communication. 


State in the first paragraph of the details of your report that it contains the results 
of a£5 limited investigation and underscore the word^*® limited 

[ | preliminary □ preliminary 

Advisd^XI all persons interviewed 

appropriate officials at the outset that this investigation is being conducted 
at the specific request of the Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Civil Rights Division, 
U. S. Department of Justice, referring to him by name as well as title. 


gj*|^ g ’ 

Copies of the request from the Civil Rights Division 
are being enclosed also for Albany and Rew York in the event 
investigation is required in those areas. — 


Enc. 9 ) 


REC-14 ¥[_ 


SO (oO S 


EJM/mkfc (8) 


(Do not type below this line.) 


MAILED 7 

DEC -71971 

FBI 


ST DEC B 1971 


r , n 




i hn 


S.f 


MAIL ROOMTVH TELETYPE UNIT I I 















6-94 (Rev. 1-3 1-63) 

OMONAl FORM FfO. 10 
MAY 1**2 COITION 
..y *0$A OCN. RCO. NO. 27 


FROM 


UNITED STATEStTOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Assistant Attorney General 

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION 


Director, FBI 


October 28, 1971 


ATTKNTIOH 


subject • UHAIOVN SUBJECTS,_ 

x CORRECTIONAL QflKM, 

(PATTICA CORJOCTI®NAL TAaLITY; 

itMCA ( W VU MI NG OOP RT Y) , MEW YORK* 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA 
CIVIL RIGHTS / 


(your file 


Reference is made to^_ 


0 '■ 
( 


memorandum dated 


Agent 
at E 


The-he is enclosed one copy of the report of Special 

oeis M- SheuRjmeBgy _dated 10-27-71_ 


b6 

b7C 


A. JQ This pplrers the preliminary investigation and 
no further action c®ncei*nlng a full investigation will be taken 
by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

B. □ The investigation is continuing and you will 
be furnished copies of report^ as they^ are received. 

c. fn T|e>tioiq^requested by you has now 
been completed. Unless advised to the contrary no further in¬ 
quiries will be made by this Bureau. 

D. □ Pursuant to instructions issued by the Depart¬ 
ment, no investigation will be conducted in thl^s matter unless 
specifically directed by the Department. 

E. □ Please, advise whether you desire any further in- 

vestigatlon. V.V ^ 

F. 1 1 This is submitted for your information and you 

will be advised of further developments. 

,—. i 4 ot"reccT. y.r 

G. I) This is submitted for your Information and no 
further investigation will be conducted unless spec3^icBBQ.yt(5’$971 
quested by the Department. 

h. | | This covers the receipt of a complaint and no 

further action will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department 


| ui&urawiHa H . (—] 

„ further action wil 
so directs. 

Enc • /fff‘ r 

K J ( is 


SEE MOTS ATTACHED 


s 11 










HOTS; (On 694) 


Justice Goldasn trill be interviewed if end 
when he is nede available by his doctor. 

Enclosed also are two copies each of exhibits 
described in the report and on the accompanying identi¬ 
fying legends. 

Appropriate reproductions of photographic 
or other Material will be furnished as processing 
is completed. 























ENCLOSURES (Continued) 


One copy 


of transcrints of 


topsy report 
1 regarding 


of J_ 

JOSE MEMTIGO 
One copy 


of autops 


_ report 
regarding 


_ 

ROBERT J 

One copy 


HA RIGAN 


,n£—an tnnsy report 


e gar din, 


JOHN BARNES 

One copy 


of autop sy report 


regarding 


JAMES ROBINSON 


,of_^u.topsy report 
_regarding 


HAROLD /JL'HObiAS 

One cote copy 


-ppsy report 
regarding 


of I ^ '1 
BERNARD DAV^S 

One copy ' 


of_auto psy report 
_1 regarding 


LORENZO MC NEIL 

One copy 


sy report 
regarding 


SAMUEL MELVILLE 

One copy 


opsy repo 
regarding 


CHARLES LUNDY 


- 0 - 

COVER PAGE 









ENCLOSURES (Continued;. 


K 


One copy 

of au co pay report • 
oi l I re yarding 

RAFAEL JASQUEZ j ' • . 

One copy * i 

o-r mitgipsv report 
rvr 1 _I regarding 

WILLIE FULLER . • ’ 

One copy 

. n f a lilacs v report 

0 ff |regarding 

ELLlOTi BAiiKLE? “‘““'v / , 


One copy 



3BBO«gRf au topsy. report 
regarding 


* v 


ALFRED L* WILLIAMS 

One copy • •. .. 

of aut opsy nepc^rt. 

-~ 1 1 regarding 


of 

TliiMAS HICKS 


One copy 



nf au topsy report 
regarding 


" SANTO SANTIAGO 

One copy - ' 

• of au topsy report 


RAYMOND RIVERA " 

One copy 


regarding 


' : /X' 




of 


'aut opsy report 
I regarding 

mh\t J. sciii'JA rt~ y- 

One copy ^ 

' r-y-yffM-srgy nr ant.onr,v report 

of I 


1 


regarding ’ 


MICHAEL FHEV7TTEHE 

One copy 

y^^yyihfaAv y-y^xx-. nf miiripsy report 


of 

MARTIN CIJJELIT 


regarding 


of aut opsy report 
' i-~~ , 

LLLH DUnn/u-i * 


© 

A 


regarding ' 


. : -D- 

* COVER' PAGE 


l: ' 
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’ |i i i r-^-\ r\ 

i-sl I U M — ^ 


ENCLOSURES (Continued) 

One copy 

j®ci«axx^fc^cxeBsp5?8?S of medical reports 
rega rd ing Attica 0 q r r e c t j o na 1 Pa cA 1 :i. ty 
• ('ACP) from Captain 

One copy - 

^cxkx>2^A)c>2x«:^5c^' each of 1'J medical 
reports of- prisoners at Meyer 
Memorial Hospital 

One copy 

- ^y^ pwv-t/^.yV~vTgrv»v/v'tir))ra- r->+‘ 


10/15/7:' L* 


Lev; York State Police regarding riot 

One copy 


®*2gggg£ of 


Police Action 

One copy 

w^oc^ffBxxaesa^asBgc 0 


10/6/71 rerrardina A Cl 


at A CP 
One copy 

tocffigjggygRg of f 


|l0/7/71 j Abstract of Event 

-1- 


10 / 6 /71 , A c t i v i t i e s A11 j c a 


State Prison Detail 

One copy 

' RSM3Cx4»^x3e^!ptSD4JSc of Major J. W. MONAHAN.. 
10/1/71, A CP-Riot • Intelligenee 

One copy 

S«kxx4*3?xxxxsce 3txx ] la j or J. V>. • MORA 1 1A r<•, 

9 /I 9 / 7 I - A CP 

One copy 

_of Ca p ta .1 n|_ 

I_ . 9/17/71 , Briefing - State- 

Police Plan *f Action - 9/13/71, AGP 

One copy 

K^¥3q^S|x^-xxx?c each of 270 
interviews of New York State 
Police officers by other Rev; 

York State Police officers 

One copy 

18 S£a:jsi.x|ci£Xxxr,f report of Rev; 

York State Correction Department 


(B-3) 


(B-h) 


(C-l) 


(C-l). 
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b7C 


(c-l) 


( 0 - 1 ) 

(C-l) 

(c-l) 


(C-l) 


(0-la) 

(C-2) 


-E- 

COVER PAGE 














k • • 

r»rrt fth „cnf> •' 

• 

• 

• 

■ . 

ENCLOSURES (Continued) 


• 

One copy 

xSaxxx^^xx&kxbs&k of New York State 


i 

Army and Air- National Guard Report 

One copy 

- 

(C-3) 

. * 

stKBjsxx^^xxxspdjnsc of. - Monroe County 

Sh e rif f ' s Office r e p 0 r t 

One copy 


(c-n 

of A36 New York State 
Correction Officer’s reports plus one 
. Miscellaneous Correlating Material 


(C-5) 

One copy 

xKaxxxxkkfxk: of three State Park 

• 


Police Repor ts 


(c-6) 


Exhibit B - Medical Records 
From 


1 . 

p 


Autopcy re ports 

a. Hostages 

b. Prisoners 


b6 

b7C 


3 . From Captain 


re ACF 


medical reports 
Exhibit _0 - -Of fieial Lav; Enforcement Reports 

1. New York State Police Command Reports 

la. Rev; York State Police officer reports 

2. Nov; York State Correction. Department Report 
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New York. State Army and AMr National Guard 
Report 


4. Monroe County Sheriff!s Office Report 




436 New York State Correction Officer’s rep 
plus one misce.22 j} waw cor 31 elating material 

State Park Police Re it or ts 


6 . Three 

















ai*e the following i 
197-410‘in U. S. Di 


ion' with 


con 

ric 


Index to Record On Appeal 
Supplemental Index toReeor 
Supplemental Clerk’s Oertif 

Clerk’s Certificate. lx_ 

Temporary Restraining- Order 


Had September 14 
filed September- 14, • 
filed September 14, 


Complaint filed September 15, 1971 
Affidavit and Order that proceeding; be 
transcribed at United States 1 expense 
Plaintiffs / Affidavit and motion for 
reconsideration of court’s ruling denying 
access of plaintiffs''counsel to plaintiffs 
Plaintiffs '- affidavits. 

Temporary Restraining Order of September 23 
Order Show Cause Signed September 23, 1971 
by Judge. CURTIN. i 

Affidavit of| of September 28 

Writ of 'Ha beds uo rou iS; s s. T e s tificandum re 


P. Writ of Habeas Corpus Ad festificadum re 

V : 1 - 1 . 

Q. _H_L Habeas Corpus Ad Testificandum r 






■y 


iiiiiaavit o£» DAVID M. RICHMAN 
Order Show cause v;hy an order should not 
be entered dismissing the complaint 
Amended Complaint For Declaratory Judgmcr 
Injunction and Other Appropriate Relief i 
September 28, 1971 , at United States Dis'< 


oep^emuer ao, ip/i, at, unj-ueu oi,at,es nsrj 
Court for Western District of Rev; York 
Interim Order filed September 28 , 1971 
Plaintiff's Notice of Appeal filed 3epter.be 
Certification Pursuant to Federal Rule 54 { 
Federal Rules of Procedure filed October 9, 
Exhibit R1 - Notice to Inmates of Attica 
Correctional Facility from ROBERT E. PISCRI 
of* September 24, 1971 (such Is included ir. 
(U) (Interim Order of September 28, 1971) 
Five Writs of Habeas Porous Ad Testlficandi 

y>P-on- _-hril ! 


1971 


1971 
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plus the.Affidavit of _ 

Order of, October 6 , 1971 of Judge? JOHN T. 
CURTIN ordering proceedings teat the suit be 
transcribed at expense of the United States 
Clerk's Certificate filed October -4, 1971 
at United States Court of Appeals, Second 
Circuit 

Temporary Restraining Order filed September 
1973.> at 'United States District Court of Vie 

District ; Of Vnnk _ 

Affidavit of filed Soptembc: 

1971, at Uni tea atates uourt of Vies tern Dis 

of New York_ 

Affidavit oj I filed Septembe 

1971 at United States District Court of VJes 
District of Hew York 

Complaint for Declaratory Judgment, Injunct 
and other appropriate relief 
Affidavit ofl I 


r 14 


I 
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All. 


Copy of the transcript of proceedings * 
of Civil Action Number 1971-^10 (Inmates 
of the Attica Corre cti onal Eaci 1 ity, 

I on behalf 

"or tneraseives ana ail other persons similarly 
situated). As plaintiffs versus (NELSON 
ROCKERFELLER, Governor, State of New York; 

RUSSEL G. OSWALD, Commissioner of Corrections 
of the State of New York; VINCENT MANCUSI, 
Superintendent, Attica Correctional Facility) 
as Defendants in United States District Court 
for Western District of New York at Buffalo, 

New York. These transcripts cover such 
hearings on September 14, to September 16, 1971, 
September 23, 1971* September 27, 1971, 

September 30, 1971* October 4, 1971, October 4, 
1971* October 5/ 1971 &nd October 6, 1971. 
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Enclosed also are copies of medical records_ 
provided byf ] 
New Yor k Sta T e P epaf T men T 5T C O T T gCTia n T a C lilllg g . 


b7C 
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OPTIO NAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106 

MA?T?62 eoilfijN 
GSA CCN. REG. NO. 27 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


Bates 


12/6/71 
1 - Mr. Rosen 




C. L . 1 


SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; CORRECTIONAL 


COUNTY), NEW YORK: UNKNOWN 
VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


Bates 
Shroder ' 
McGowan 
McDonough 
Felt 
Mohr 
Bishop 
Callahan J 


Mohr_ 

Bishop _ 

Miller, E.S. 

Callahan_ 

Casper_ 

Conrad 

Dalbey- 

Cleveland 
Ponder ^ 
iBates 

Tavel_ 

Walters_ 

Soyars _ 

Tele. Room 

Holmes_ 

Gandy _ 


At# 


At the request of the Civil Rights Division, we /»» y 
conducted specifically outlined investigation of alleged 
prisoner abuse during the retaking of the Attica, New York, 
Correctional Facility on 9/13/71, the results of which were 
forwarded to the Civil Rights Division on 10/28/71. ,/ 

Based on results of that investigation, the Civil -f- 
Rights Division has requested additional specifically outlined 
investigation covering more than 30 interviews of inmates who 
were reportedly beaten; interviews of possible witnesses to 
brutality; interviews of a N^w York State Senator and the 
Deputy Commissioner of Correction and obtaining copies of 
appropriate medical and police radio communication records 
relating to this incident. x 

Pursuant to the Director's instructions, SAC Gamble 
of the New York Office proceeded to Buffalo and was in charge 
of the initial investigation in the field. Inasmuch as the 
Department desires only limited investigation in its current 
request, it appears that this can be handled by the personnel 
of the Buffalo Office. "''" 7 - 


r 

ImH 


ACTION: 


xi>t,or—aP 


If approved, the Department's request will be forwarded 
to the Buffalo Office to be handled by personnel of that office. 


EJM/mkc/pwl (10) 

<<• 


1 . 


Ul^ 


m DEC 8 1S7 
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Form DJ-150 
(Ed. 4**£6-65) 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


PEPARTMEN '’ ^ J ST < 


DEC 3 1971 


date: 


DLN:MG:BLK:rs 


DJ 144-53-313 


\x 

V °\to : Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 


ifrom : David L. Norman 

Assistant Attorney General 
j|/\ Civil Rights Division 

subject: Unknown Subjects, 

Correctional Officers, 

®Attica Correctional Facility. 

Attica (Hyoming .County X»,JJew York; 
Unknown Victims - Inmates of Attica 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


Reference is made to your memorandum dated rn 
October 28, 1971, in the above captioned matter. 

In this regard please conduct the following 05 , 

additional investigation: —* 

—j 1 

1. On page 16 of your report Mr. Louis 
Nunez, a member of the Goldman panel, 

I reported that he had interviewed two 

inmates at Attica Correctional Facility i 

(ACF)J ) 

who arTgggg cney nag Beeff Beaten aTEer tPTp ^ 
prison had been secured on September 13, 1971.* 
| (allegedly received a broken arm as a 

result of the beating. 

On page 19 of your report Mr. Robert P. 

1 Patterson, a member of the Goldman panel, 

reported that he had interviewed two inmates 
at ACF J | who 

alleged they had been beaten after the 
prison had been secured on September 13. 

- [ he was beaten by a State 

Policeman while lying on a stretcher 
awaiting arf^anca. __ g Q , 4 $" 

T T - • ■ -" 


Mr. Tolson- 

Mr. Felt- 

Mr. Rosen -- 

Mr. Mohr- 

Mr. Bishop- 

Mr. Miller, E.S. 
Mr. Callahan — 

( Mr. Casper- 

Mr. Conrad- 

Mr. Dalbey- 

Mr. Cleveland- 
Mr. Ponderf^—- 
Mr . 

Mr. Tavel — 

Mr. Walters- 

Mr. Soyars- 

Tele. Room — 
Miss Holmes _ 
Miss Gandy — 
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On page 20 of your report Mr. Clarence 
B. Jones a member of the Goldman panel, 
reported that he had interviewed an ACF 

_, who alleged he was 

beaten after the prison was secured. 

Mr. Jones also reported that he interviewed 

another inmate __ who witnessed 

the alleged beating of 

On pages 23 and 24 of your report 
Mr. Donald H. Goff, a member of the Goldman 
panel, reported that he had interviewed 

\ a former ACF inmate currently 
I nrarp.praf.pd at Clinton Correctional Facility, 
who alleged he was beaten after the prison 

was secured. _]alleged he was not involved 

in the inmate uprising at ACF. Through 
inte pri pwb _wi_£h nthpr inmates Goff reported 

that| _|_a Clinton inmate formerly 

— aii-ACE , was beaten in a manner similar to 

I_ Goff also reported he interviewed 

_| currently incarcerated at 

Clinton, who allegedly witnessed the beating 
of approximately 13 inmates by State Police 
at ACF on September 14, 1971. 

(a) Interview 


_{concerning their allege 

beatings; particularly whether 
they are able to identify their 
alleged assailants or recognize 
them from photographs and whether 
they know of any witnesses to their 
alleged beatings. If witnesses are 
identified, please interview any 
such witnesses to obtain their 
account of the alleged beatings. 













3 


Also d etermine any allegations 
may have concerning the 
failure or refusal of ACF medical 
personnel to provide him medical 
treatment for a chronic kidney 
ailment. 


(b) Tntervievj _] to 

obtain his account of the alleged 
beating off 1 


(c) Interview 


to 


obtain his account of the alleged 
beatings of approximately 13 inmates 
at ACF on September 14, 1971. 


(d) If medical records other than 
those you have previously provided 

are maintained by ACF or Clinton _ 

Officials for 

~| please 

obtain copies. 


2. On page 18 of your report Mr. Robert P. 
Patterson advised that he had interviewed 
several prisoners who complained of being 
beaten by guards and State Policemen while 
being made to run a gauntlet. Mr. Patterson 
advised that John Dunn, New York State 
Senator, and Walter Dunbar, Deputy Commissioner 
of Correction, witnessed such a gauntlet in 
Cell Block A at ACF on September 13, 1971. 
Please interview John Dunn and Walter Dunbar 
to obtain their accounts of alleged beatings 
administered to inmates at ACF by guards and 
State Police in gauntlets. 


3. On page 20 of your report Clarence B. 

Tonpa gp ri that inm at- pg 


J~observed inmate 


James Hicks shot by a State Policeman after 
Hicks had surrendered following the securing 
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of ACF on September 13, 1971. Enclosure 
B-2b of your report contains an autopsy 
report oT 


Thomas Hiclcs 


|regarding one 
That autopsy report 


F-T9. 

indicates that two bullets and fragments 
from another were removed from Hick's body 
and placed in container A-358-71. 


(n't _Please dpt p.rnrinp. whethp.r 


and Thomas Hicks, the deceased inmate, 
are the same person. 




1 to determi 

Lne their account 


nt Hick's death and whether they 
could identify or recognize from 
photographs the officer who shot 
Hicks. 


(c) Please obtain the pellets removed 
from Thomas Hick's body and determine, 
if possible, their caliber, and 
whether the pellets were shot from 
the same weapon. 

(d) Obtain from prison authorities 
a definite identification of the 
location where Hick's body was 
found. Include a description of 
the position of Hick's body, and 
any physical evidence surrounding 
that point, including blood stains, 
weapons and other debris. 

4. Informa tion derived from medical reports 

provided by[_ 

Jand contained in Annex B of your 
report, indicates that inmates I 
_ 1 an d I """"" L 




rxson 











• • 

- 5 - 

by correctional officers after control of 
ACF had been regained. Please interview 
these inmates to determine their accounts 
of the alleged beatings, particularly the 
injuries received, the time and place the 
injuries were sustained, and identification 
of their alleged assailants and any other 
witnesses. 

5. Information derived from medical reports _ 

provided 

_ and contained in Annex B oi your 

report, indicates the following Attica inmates 
sustained injuries possibly inflicted by b6 

correctional or law enforcement officers after b7C 
control of ACF had been regained: 

Name Prison Number Alleged Injury 


Unk. 


Unk. 


Unk. 


Charles Beard 


23341 


Head laceration 
from blunt object. 













Name Prison Number Alleged Injury 


Flease interview tne aoove liscea inmates co 
determine the nature of the injuries they received, 
how the injuries were received, the time and place 
the injuries were received, identification of possible 
assailants, if any, and witnesses, if any. 


6. Each of the following individuals testified 
in the federal court action captioned 
Inmates of the Attica Correctional Facility, 
et al., v. Nelson Rockefeller, et al», 

(the transcript of which is enclosed with 
your report) concerning alleged acts of 
brutality by law enforcement officials against 
inmates after control of ACF had been regained: 


(a) Interview | _| 

(transcript, Sept. 16, pages 29-76), 

St. Lawrence Avenue, Buffalo, New 
York, who was at the Attica Correctional 
Facility on September 13, 1971, as 
part of a National Guard unit. 
Specifically, determine what in¬ 
formation he may have concerning 
alleged brutality committed 
against inmates by Correctional 
Officers, State Troopers, National 
Guardsmen, or other law enforce¬ 
ment officials, after the retaking 
of the institution. Also determine 
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whether or not he can identify 
any of the persons allegedly 
committing such acts, either by 
name or number, or whether he 
could recognize such officers from 
a photographic identification. 


(b) Interview inmate |_I 

(Transcript, Sept. 30, pages 46-51), 
concerning allegations that he 

was struck by correctional officers 
in a gauntlet line outside A Block 
on September 13, 1971, after ACF had 
been retaken by New York State Police. 
Determine whether ! | alleges any 
other examples of misconduct or brutality 
by officials. Also determine whether 
or not he is able to identify any 
such persons either by name or number, 
or whether he would recognize any 
such persons from a photographic 
identification. 

(c) Interview inmate __ 

(Transcript, Sept. 20, pages 95-101), 
concerning allegations that he was 
struck on the head and kicked in the 
throat in A Yard bv correctional 
officer| | and an unknown 

State Police officer on September 13, 
1971, after ACF had been retaken, and 
determine any other acts of brutality or 
threats made against him by officials. 
Also determine whether or not| 

can identify any other individuals 
committing such acts. 

(d) Interview inmatej-_ 

(Transcript, Sept. 30, page 134), con¬ 
cerning allegations that he was beaten 
with clubs in a gauntlet line in 
front of HBZ on September 13, 1971, 
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b6 
b7C 
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as he was being taken to a cell. 
Determine whether or not he can 
recognize any persons committing 
such acts. 


(e) Interview)_ 

(Transcript, Oct. 4, page s 246^248), 
concerning allegations that inmates 
were beaten by State Police officers 
on the 14th of September. Also 
determine whether^ ] has any 

information relating to other 
threats or acts of brutality, and 
whether he has any information on 
the deliberate destruction of 
personal property of inmates by 
officials of ACF. Determine 
whether| can identify by 

name or "number, or whether he could 


photographically identify, any of the 
individuals allegedly committing 
such acts. 


(f) Interview inmate] _ 

(Transcript, Oct. 4, pages 264-298), 
concerning allegations that he was 
beaten by correctional officers on 
September 13, 1971, after the retaking 
of ACF. Determine whether he witnessed 
any other acts of misconduct directed 
toward inmates, and whether he can 
identify in any way persons allegedly 
committing such acts. 


(g) Interview Arthur 0. Eve (Transcript, 
Oct. 4, pages 519-523), 14 Celtic Place, 
Buffalo, New York, a New York State 
Legislator, who allegedly saw inmate 
L. D. Barkley alive in A Yard 



b7C 
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on September 13, 1971., after the 
retaking of Attica Facility. 
Determine from Eve the location 
of Barkley at the time Eve saw 
him, and how Eve determined that 
Barkley was alive at that time. 
Further determine the details of 
Eve's allegation that_ 


| Identify the location of this 
incident, and whether Eve can identify 
any of the persons associated with 
this incident. Determine whether Eve 
has any other knowledge of alleged 
brutality or misconduct directed 
toward inmates by Attica officials 
after the retaking of the facility, 
and whether he is able to identify 
such persons. 


b6 
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(h) From prison authorities or 
other official sources, obtain 
photographs of L. D. Barkley, 
made while Barkley was still alive. 

These photographs should be the most 
recent available because they will 
be used in conjunction with photographs 
taken during the period following the 
retaking of the Attica Facility, to 
determine whether Barkley may still have 
been alive after inmate resistance 
had ceased. 


(i) Obtain from prison authorities 
a definite identification of the 
locality where Barkley's body was 
found. Include a description of 
the position of Barkley's body, and 
any physical evidence surrounding 
that point including blood stains, 
weapons, and other debris* 
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(j) Obtain from Attica officials 
any medical reports relating to 
treatment given to the following 
inmates after September 13. 1971: 


7. Please obtain from state and local 
police any transcripts or recordings of 
police radio communications made in 
connection with the retaking of ACF 
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 
12:00 noon on September 13, 1971. 

Reference is also made to your memorandum dated 
November 15, 1971, and captioned as follows: 

Unknown Subjects; _ 

_- Victim 

CIVIL RIGHTS 


That memorandum enclosed one copy of a letter dated _ 

November 8, 1971, at Dannemora, New York, from _ 

who is incarcerated at Clinton Correctional Facility. 

In this regard please interview |concerning the 

allegation that he was beaten by a State Policeman 
and correctio nal guard on September 14, 1971. Please 
determine froif Jthe location of the alleged beating, 

the nature of any injuries he received, whether he 
is able to identify any witnesses to the beating and 
whether he is able to identify his assailants. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF IWEST'GAT'.CM 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

DEC 9 1971 v 


XEU 




F' 


NR01 1 .Bl) PLAIN 


URGENT 12-9-71 PXM 



j\ 


TO DIRECTOR (44-50605) 


ALBANY (44-691) 

NEW YORK (44-20S6) 

FROM BUFFALO (44-592) 3 P 

o 

UNSUBS ; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS , ATTICA CORRE CTIONAL 
FACILITY, ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NY; UNKNOWN VICTIMS - 
INMATES OF ATTICA; SUMMARY PUNISHMENT; CIVIL RIGHTS 
RE BUREAU AIRTEL, DEC. SEVEN, LAST. 

VINCENT R. MANCUSI, SUPERINTENDENT, ATTICA 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY (ACF) , WAS ADVISED TODAY ADDITIONAL 


INVESTIGATION REQUESTED BY THE DEPT. 

1 

REVIEW OF RECORDS AT ACF REFLECT 


NOW LOCATED AS FOLLOWS: 


kIS, MATTER 


S06 O 5 


-■ _ i tff 



RE&$i 


t DEC 13 1971 


CLINTON CORRECTIONAL FACILITY (CCF) 


- CCF 


END OF PAGE ONE 
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- GREAT MEADOWS CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 

GMCF 


ACF OFFICIALS ADVISED MOST OF OTHER PRISONERS TO BE 
INTERVIEWED PRESENTLY AT ACF, BUT SOME HAVE RECEIVED 
PAROLES AND CONDITIONAL RELEASES. RECORDS OF RELEASEES 
BEING SEARCHED TO ASCERTAIN THEIR PRESENT WHEREABOUTS. 

ALBANY AT ALBANY, NY ADVISE GOV. ROCKEFELLER'S OFFICE 
AND COMMISSIONER RUSSELL OSWALD, COMMISSIONER OF CORRECTIONS, 
AND SUPERINTENDENT KIRWAN, NYSP RE ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION 
BEING REQUESTED. INTERVIEW WALT DUNBARG N DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
OF CORRECTIONS AS INSTRUCTED IN REAIRTEL. 

ALBANY AT CCF, INTERVIEW PRISONERS_ 

AS INSTRUCTED IN REAIRTEL. OBTAIN ANY ADDI¬ 
TIONAL MEDICAL RECORDS FOR THESE PRISONERS SUBSEQUENT TO 
SEPT. THIRTEEN, LAST. 


I 

b6 | 
b7C 
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END OF PAGE TWO 









PAGE THREE 

_ AS INSTRUCTED IN REAIRTEL. OBTAIN ANY ADDITIONAL 

MEDICAL RECORDS FOR THESE PRISONERS AFTER SEPT. THIRTEEN, 
LAST. 

NEW YORK AT NEW YORK CITY, INTERVIEW JOHN DUNN, 

NYS SENATOR, AS INSTRUCTED IN REAIRTEL. 

BOTH ALBANY AND NEW YORK SUREP RESULTS OF INTERVIEWS 


b6 

b7C 


WITH FOUR COPIES FOR BUREAU AND THREE FOR BUFFALO 











NR014 NY PLAIN 


151 PM URGENT 12-9-71 


TO DIRECTOR 


BUFFALO 


ALBANY 

FROM NEW YORK 44-2086 IP 


■■ y 


i * 


Mr. Tolson— 

Mr. Pelt_, 

Mr. Rosen- i 

Mr. Mshr_ 

Mr. Bishop_- 

Mr. Miller, ES— 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casp&i_ 

Mr. Co/rai_— 

Mr. Drfbc/_ 

Mr. Cfevt/anilyil-/ 

Mr. pmfyU 

Mr. 

Mr. _ 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. Boyars- 

Tale. Room—_ 

Miss Halmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA CORRECTIONAL 
FACILITY, ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY) . NEW YORKJ 
UNKNOWN VICT IMS- INMATES OF AT TIC A, CIVIL RIGHTS 


14 


RE BUREAU AIRTEL DECEMBER SEVENTH, SEVENTYONE. 

NYS SENATOR JOHN DUNN HAS LAW OFFICE AT ONE THREE NINE 
NINE FRANKLIN AVENUE, GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK. SECRETARY 
ADVISES DUNN PRESENTLY SOMEWHERE IN UPSTATE NEW YORK ON 
"FIELD WORK." SHE EXPECTS THAT HE MAY CONTACT HIS OFFICE 
LATE TODAY AT WHICH TIME NY WILL ATTEMPT TO ARRANGE APPOINT¬ 
MENT. BUFFALO AND ALBANY REQUESTED TO ADVISE NEW YORK 
IMMEDIATELY IF DETERMINED THAT PERSONS TO BE INTERVIEWED 
AT ATTICA AND CLINTON HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED TO PRISONS 


IN NYO TERRITORY. 


LMR FBI WA DC 


540EC3 0 1971 


> SiiQS n -V 

Ij tj _ £Q & 05 I 


°£C 13)97, 










NR 00 1 BU PLAIN 
1123 12- 13-,? 1 NDN 
TO DIRECTOR (44-50605) (NITEL) 
NEW YORK (44-2086) (URGENT) 
FROM BUFFALO (44-592) 2P 


Q, 



Mr. Tolson- 

Mr. Felt__ 

Mr. Roaen_ 
Mr. Mohr— 


Mr. BirHop__ 

Mr. MUler, ES— 
Mr. Callahan— 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Da'bry 
Mr. eleven 
Mr. Pon l&r 
Mr. 

Mr. Tavel 
Mr. Walters AJ 
Mr. Soyars v 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes__ 

Miss Gandy_ 





^Vv 


UNSUBS $ CORRECT 10iT^ITICA ^CORHECTIO^ 

WYOMING COUNTY) , NY? UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA; SUMMAR^' ^ 

PUNISHMENT? CR 


REMYTEL, DEC. NINE LAST. 

FURTHER REVIEW OF RECORDS, ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, REFLECTS 
FOLLOWI NG INFORMATION: _ 


TO NEW b6 

■:'vC'b7C 


YORK CITY AREA. 

FORMER PRISONER, 


l6 


NEW YORK CITY AREA. 


TO 


POUGHKEEPSIE, NY AREAV PEC-2 

NEW YORK AT NEW YORK CITY, CONTACT STATE PAROLE OFFICE, THREE ONE 

FOUR WEST FORTIETH ST., AND ASCERTAIN WHEREABOUTS OF 

INTER VI E\[ 


E® PAGE ONE 


ft 1 - w 


















1 






PAGE TWO 

ffiW YORK AT POUGHKEEPSIE, NY, CONTACT THE STATE PAROLE OFFICE, 
SIX TWO MARKET ST., ASCERTAIN WHEREABOUTS OF AND THEREAFTER 

INTERVIEW 

NEW YORK SUREP RESULTS OF INTERVIEWS WITH FOUR COPIES FOR BUREAU 
A® THREE FOR BUFFALO. 

P# b6 

END. b7C 

DRL FBI WASH DC 
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PLAINTEXT TELETYPE 





TO SACS BUFFALO 
NEW YORK 
ALBANY 

FROM DIRECTOR FBI 




12/14/71 



1 - Mr. McDonough 


UNSUBS; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA CORRECTIQNAL FACILITY, 
ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NY; UNKNOWN VICTIMS j 1 INMATES OF ATTICA; 

i i c 

SUMMARY PUNISHMENT; CIVIL RIGHTS. t v . 

A ' 

RE BUFFALO TELETYPES DECEMBER NINE. THIRTEEN LASlL 

A 4 h ■! 

BUFFALO TELETYPE DECEMBER THIRTEEN LAST REFLECTS REVIEW OF 
RECORDS AT ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FAQ LITY DISCLOSES VARIOUS PRISONERS, 
PAROLED TO AREAS COVERED BY NEW YORK OFFICE, AND THEY WERE SO 

PAROLED OCTOBER SEVEN AND TWENTY-ONE, AND NOVEMBER THIRTY LAST 

i v 

RESPECTIVELY. THE DEADLINE IN THIS CASE WAS SET FOR FOURTEEN DAYS 

/" i 

FROM RECEIPT OF BUREAU AIRTEL DECEMBER SEVEN LAST., IN VIEW OF THE 
IMPORTANCE OF THIS MATTER, YOU SHOULD INSURE IT IS AFFORDED 
VIGOROUS AND CONTINUOUS ATTENTION IN ORDER THAT THE DEADLINE WILL 
BE MET. LEADS SHOULD BE SET OUT BY TELETYPE WITH INSTRUCTIONS 
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i i x . : 


+1 
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TELETYPE TO SACS BUFFALO 

REV TORE 
ALBAKT 

BE: UHSUBS; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS y ATTICA CORRRCTIONAL FACILITY 


CONCERNING THE DEADLINE AND NECESSITY FOR AFFORDING THE INVESTIGATION 
CONTINUOUS AND VIGOROUS INVESTIGATION. NO UNWARRANTED DELAY WILL 
BE TOLERATH) IN HE HANDLING OF THIS INVESTIGATION. 


NOTE : 

This is to insure vigorous attention in the field to this 
case involving interviews with a number of inmates and ex-inmates 
of Attica prison as well as obtaining various medical and other 
records relating to alleged mistreatment of prisoners after the 
re-taking of the prison on 9/13/71. 
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-FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE "TIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


ALBANY _ BUFFALO _ 

TITLE OF CASE 

unknown ^Objects, 

^CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 

^ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

ATTICA (WYOMING C0UNTY]7tHElL_Y0RK; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF KTTTttfr 


REPORT MADE BY 


tnAKALICR Ur IA3C 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 
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__b7C 

CIVIL RlfilTS 
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REFERENCE: Bureau airtel dated 12/7/71, 

- RUC - 
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AU TO. 

FUG. 

FINES 





RECOVERIES TALS 


C ASE H AS BEEN: 
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rED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Report of: 
Date: 


1 - USA, WDNY 


Field Office File *: 44-691 


Office: ALBANY 


Bureau File if: 44~50605 


b6 

b7C 


Character: 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, 

CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 

ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA 
CIVIL RIGHTS 




_(and 

Clinton 
. advised 


Synopsit: I __| Great Meadows Correctional 

Facility (GMCFj, Comstock, New York, advised he was an 
inmate in the Attica Correctional Facility (ACF), Attica, 

New York, on September 13* 1971* when control of t his, faci lity 
was regained by the New York State Police (NYSP). [ 
stated during processing by NYSP, he accidentally supped, 
fell, and injured his left arm. Said no one struck him. 

*_] GMCE— aAirl^ d he was an inmate in 

ACF on September 13* 1971. stated during processing 

he was struck by an unidentiriecr oificer on his left side 
with a club. Said he did not wish to make a complaint. 

Information from medical a pri arrant, raoords oil _jand 

Jat GMCF set forth. | Clinton 

Correctional Facility (CCF), pannemora, flew York, advise d 
he was an inmate in ACF on September 13* 1971. f 
stated he himself was hot injured during the processing of 
inmates and declined to furnish information regardin g 
inci dents he observed during processing. [ ~j 

| | inmate, CCF, ad vised he was an inmate in ACF on TS’eprem- 

ber 13* 1971. [ ]stated that on September l4, 1971* he 

was hit in the L tacJT with a shotgun and was hit several more 
times on the back by a trooper whom he dasnrilied and wi-miri 

be able to recognize from a photograph . 1 __ 

inmate, CCF, advised he was an inmate in A'CF on September 13* i/ 
1971 . \ ~1 stated he was pushed, tripped, struck on the 

back of the Head, and kicked in privates by officers; unable 
to .1 dgn± l f^_men-jahr) hit him. Information from medical records 
of [_Lfrom CCF set forth. WALTER DUNBAR, execu¬ 

tive deputy commissioner. New York State Department of 
Correctional facilities, Albany, New York, advised that on 
September 13* 1971* at the ACF, he witnessed a young uniden¬ 
tified Correction Officer strike two inmates with a baton 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1969 O - 351-076 
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on the rump or back of the legs. This officer stopped this 
practice when ordered to do so by DUNBAR. 


- 1UC - 


DETAILS: 


This report contains the results of a limited 
investigation. 

On December 10, 1971, the following individuals 
were advised that investigation was being instituted in this 
matter: 


! I to New York State 

Governor NELSON A. Rq&CEFELLEr, Albany, New York. 

RUSSELL G. OSWALD, Commissioner, New York State 
Department of Correctional Facilities, Albany, New York. 


Police, ^IEany, New YorZT 


Great Meadow Correctional Facility, Comstock, 

J. EDWIN LA VALLEE, Superintendent, 
Correctional Facility, Dannemora, New York. 


New York State 


New York. 
Clinton 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 1 


Dale of transcription. 


Facility, 


innate, Great Meadow Correctional 
mlahed the following information* 


On September 1$, 1971* he was an Innate in the 
Attica Correctional facility (ACT), Attica, Sew York, He 
me not involved in the taking over of thle facility from 
the authorities by the inaatee. the Hew York State police 
regained control of thle facility during the morning of 
September 13, 1371, and then started processing the inaatee. 
He was ordered to strip his clothing in the *!r block yard. 




section of the ASP. While walking as Instructed, he slipped 
since his feet were wet, on the amble floor, and fell on 
hla left side, injuring his left era, Yfels was an accident. 
No individual atriaek him in any way. 

[_ 1 declined to furnish a signed statement, 

since he had no complaint to sake. 

fhc follo wing descriptive and background data 
coasermnji taut obtained through Interview and 

observations 


Hone Address; 

Sate of Birth; 
Place of Births 
Pace t 
Sex; 

Height; 

Weight: 

Bair i 
Byes; 

Complexions 

Build; 

Educations 



5 * 9 " 

130 pounds 

Black 

Brown 

Medium brown 
Medium 



. Dote dictated. 


and SA 


This document elusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 

it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription.. 


Ig/15/Vl 


|_ [ Clinical Physician, I, 

Great Meadow Correctional Facility, (<fef6P) made avallah2a_ 

the follo w in g in formation fro m the medical record of |_ 

I Inmate, dS2X from September 13, 1971* to 

the present. 1 - 

_laa received from the Attica Correctional 


b6 

b7C 


Facility on Bantaabr 18, 1971« Hi* left are are in a long* b7C 

are cast. I _I a pparen tly had suffered a fracture of the re 

left elbow. I I also complained of a acre right chest. H 

X-ray of the right thorax on October 13, 1971, revealed no H 

abnormality, file cast was removed from hi# left arm on H 

November 1, 1971* She range of motion of the elbow was || 

limited. X-ray studies of the left elbow revealed joint M 

effusion continuing and a non-di*placed fracture of the radial K 

head. Joint spree la well maintained. Exercises to increase m 

the range of motion were recommended. m 
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1 EFN:k jw 


ThP fnlinking invpffti/rati nn was conducted by 
Special Agent 


-|Qn December 10, 1971 


Great Meadow Correctional Facility ^GMCF), 
Comstock, New York. made a vailab le from his records the 


New York, ii 
D.C.I. numbel 


pflfp niiYnho' 


GMCF number 

and 

1 




A copy of this record is attached hereto. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 


Date of transcription 


12/15/71 


I | inmate, Great Meadow Correction*! 

Facility (WJ* voluntarily furnished the following 
information! 


On September 13, 1971, be was an innate in the 
Attica Correctional Facility (AGP), Attica, Few Fork. He 
was not Involved in the taking over of this facility free 
the authorities by the innate*. The Few Fork State Police 
refined control of this facility during the morning of 
September 13, 1971* and then started processing the inmates* 
He wi in the *»** block yard standing with other inmate*. 

He and the other Inmates were ordered to walk toward "A* 
block and then get down on their kneee and crawl acroa* 
the M A” block yard, then stand up and strip off their 
clothing. After doing this, they were ordered to walk to 
the "A” block cells. While walking in tbs corridor in "A* 
block, he was struck in the left Site with a club by an 
officer wearing a grey uniform. He is unable to describe 
or identify this officer. 

f 1 stated he does not wish to sake a 

complaint nor does tie wish to furnish a signed statement. 


concern! 
observation) 


ntl 


follasiina. descriptive and background information 


-tegcra 


obtai ned through interview and 


Same: 

Home Address: 

Bate of Birth i 

Place of Birth) 

Bases 

text 

Height: 

weight) 

Hairs 

Byes: 

Complexion: 
Build j 


negro 

Male 

5*5 H 

1*13 pound# 
Black 

Frown 
Hoarse Drown 
Muscular 
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I 

b6 

b7C 


Interviewed on... 1 Qjl ft /Vl at_ <»rwwa»./^>lr BlW Yr>rV _ 

rile #.- Air 


bv |A 

-L 

Dole dictated 

_ 12 / 1 H /71 _ 

b6 

and BA 

This document contains 


onclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 

FBI and is loaned to your agency; 

b7C 

j 


it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Education: 
Employments: 


Military Service: 
Relatives: 
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Healths 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 


Date of transcription 


12A5JT1 


Great 



cm csrrvstx&si fssixtc 


£ 


3 


following Inform*^ on «*i-« ■>*** 


Clinical Physician, I, 
(<8CC?)* made available 


1971* to the present. 




ree ord of 

froa September 13* 


| |«&e received from Attica Correctional 

Facility on September 22, 1971« The initial physical 
ination failed to reveal any grow abnoraallty. f 1 

complained of soreness in the left chest. X-ray of the left 
thorax on September 27 , 1971* did not reveal any fractures 
or other bony a bnormal.tv . Subsequent to th is, there is no 
indication thatf jdeeired any other medical attention* 
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Interviewed on_ 


12 / 10/11 


ComatocX, Bern York 


.File #_ 




tglAJv_ 

and SA 


- » ■ w ' u - 


Dote dictated. 


j.2/ikfn 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 11 
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1 EFNtkjw 


Tha -foi inwi nr 3 nvftst igaffinn was conducted by 
Special Agent_ _ 


ijjj 


[ 


On December 10, 1971* Mr.[_ 


Great Meadow Correctional Faci 1l' ty 

Comstock, New Yo j"k. made available from his records the 


(HCF). 
irds ti 


arrest record of 


_South Carolina,_inmat£_nmjiber| 

"and NYSIIS number 1_ 


jjc 


Jat 


jGMCF number 


A copy of this record is attached hereto. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


l 


Date of transcription 


12/14/71 


| j innate, Clinton Correctional 

Facility, vojnzimriiy rurnlehed the following information t 

On Septsaber 13, 1971. he was an innate in the 
Attica Co rrectio n al fac ility, Attlee, Sear Ibrfc. The gev 
York state Follee refined control of title facility tram 
the lnsates during the morning of September 13* 1971* and 
then started processing the innate*. 

j aatd that he had been confined in B d* 

Bloch et Attlee end see not involved in the riots in any 
nay. Be said th at he see in a position to see acne incidents 
Involving correction officers, state police, sad insatss, 
hut did not cant to beoom involved in other people*! problem. 
Be, hiaself, ms net tort during or after the riots, tot to 
did loss sons personal property. Be recently received a font 
fsea the Attic a ftefsnac Co m mittee , aaklj hat he report any 
personal or property damage or Injury, U. did not know who 
coiffosed th e Att i c a . Befens e gsaaitbee, so disregarded the 
foxa completely. B e did file a Meal o lein for property 
hnapi to had euatained in the riots, b at did this entirely 
by hiaself. 


I_leeld that to doee not wish to furnish any 

inf onset! on rapurdlmg Attica, as to toe a n o the r ten years to 
serve in state prison and does not want to jeopa rd ise hie 
future. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


the fllee contain the following deseription of 


Beset 

Baca* 

Beat 

Bei#its 

Weight t 

Bairt 

Kyeai 


Micro 

5 feet 3| inches 
160 pounds 


hpjpq©*i 
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Interviewed on_ *f 


JB. /fcarikjw 



*_AS._A4-691 


2 2/1 0 /71 


This document contoins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the 
it ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 


FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 

14 


is loaned to your ogency; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ia/i»/n 


[ 


Date of transcription_ 


» innate, Clinton Correctional 


Facility, voluntarily furnished the following information* 


b6 

b7C 


On September 13> 1971, bo .warn on inwet* in th« 
Attic* Correctional Facility* Attica, 9n York. The Mew 
York State Police regained control of this facility froa the 
Inmate* during the aoming of September 13, 1971, and then 
started processing tbs inmates. 


Keid that he would be willing to describe 


what he had seen end experienced, but that he would not be 
willing to furnish anything in writing without eoneulting 
an attorney. He stated that he did not understand all the 
l Implies* 


legal Implications, but had recently received a form letter 
froa the Attiea Defence Committee which e t a ted that, "The 
FBI la supposedly investigating p er sona l injuries, (in 
connection wlMthe Attiea riot)," but that *Xf you should 
be visited by the FBI, it would be to your advantage not 
to talk to them without consulting with an attorney. ” 


LoS 


Jaaid that thia fora had two sections, 
ilt with physical injury 
that he crossed out 5-A, 


_ 54 end 

5-B, whic 
respectively) 

Injury, making 

to bother with it.” Be did fill in the 541 section, showing 
that he had lost about $2,700 In property, consisting mostly 
of books, law books, and clothing. 



I sold that he wee not in any way involved In 
the riots at attiea. He was in the"protec tive se ction” et 
hie own request at the time of the riots. | (definitely 
disapproved of the riots. He has served ever ten ycers in 
the State Prison sad was personally swore that there had 
been numerous beneficial changes in prison administration 
during that period. He feels that Commissioner QgBOEH has 
been doing an excellent job, end he regrets that some lasatsa 
caused the riots. Be does not believe these were based on 
prison treatment, but thinks thsy were planned as disruptive 
activity against "the Establishment.” 
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b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


Interviewed on_ 


io/?ry7l 




by 



jB./karikjw 


This document contains neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBI. 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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said that he saw and suffered from a 
beating as a result of the riot, but feels that the 
actions of the correction officers and the State Troopers 
were entirely understandable as they had just seen a 
number of their associates killed and injured. L_] 
said that he feels that he might have felt the same way 
and acted the same way if some of his inmate friends had 
been killed or injured. 


| |ha3 built up quite a good library, includ¬ 

ing many law books, while in prison, and all of these books 
ware destroyed during the riots. He would like to be reim¬ 
bursed for these, his total property loss, for which he can 
produce receipts, amounting to about $2,700. 


b6 
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b6 
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On the morning after the State Police and correc¬ 
tion office rs reassigned control at the prison, September 14, 
19713 1 ] was ordered to go from his cell in the Protective 

Section downstairs to be handcuffed and loaded into the bus 
for transportation to Clinton Correctional Facility. He was 
one of the first to come downstairs and was pleased to be 
leaving Attica. As he came down the stairs, with his hands 
locked on top of his head, as required, he was smiling. A 
State Trooper saw the smile and said, ''Here's one who's 
smiling", and a man hit me in the back with a shotgun and I 

went down on my knees. I was hit several more times and 

someone said, "Trooper, stop that". A Trooper later apolo¬ 
gised for hitting me, saying that he had not known that 
f Iwas not ever involved in the riot. He would recognize 

this Trooper if he should see him or his photograph. He 

was about 6 feet 2 inches, over 200 pounds, dark blond hair, 
horn-rimmed glasses, late thirties or early forties. 


b6 
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The files contain the following description of 


Name j 



Race: 

White 

Sex: 

Male ■ 7 7 ! ; 

Height: 

72 inches 

Weight: 

150 pounds •' 

Hair: 

Brown 

Eyes: 

Blue 

Tattoo: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription _ 12/14/71 


Clinton 


Correctional Facility, f urnished the medical file of 

J which reflects that he was 


b6 

b7C 


admitted to t u e hos~ltal of t u at facility on Sep tember 15, 
1Q71. I _ _ J A Personal 


History form exec uted b^| 
1Q71. stated that 


on September 16 


1 




Correctional Facility: 


IAtt ica 


__ 1 "inmate statement: Hoarseness 

after he was struck in throat by a club on September 14, 
1971”. An X-ray on September lb, 1971> indicates evidence 
of a chipped fracture of the right twelfth rib. 

Medical and nurses records of his hospitalization 
were photocopied and set out hereinafter: 


Interviewed on_ _ I2/ 1 Q/ 71 _ ai Dannemora. Hew York _ F « e #_ Albany 44-691 


by_ 




_ EBtfA B D A t VIC. SHAB Sjp dictated 

JK./Kar 


12/lD/ZL 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. ^ igthe property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote of transcription. 


l?/lM/Tl 


Correctional Facility, 
the fallowing signed s 


mm interviewed at CllAtau 
aora* Hew fork, »nd furnished 
nt j 

__York 


b6 

b7C 


iL__L&&& 

fe*v<3 voluntary at&iegHmt t©| _ 

| uho hays Identified 
Special Agents of the federal Bureau 
batted StBtM SepartMat of justice. 

_, *X was bom at | 


Correctional Jtecllity* Attica* lew 
there, X mam locked in "Protection 
in the lid la any *my. 


'lbs following free 
_ I and 

.#d theaseelres to ese e® 


during the riot 
was not involved 


b6 

b7C 


*0u Septewteer 14* 1971, the «©mlng after the 
officers re-toefc. the Attic* Correctional facility, I was 
enteiiMi to leave ny cell and atrip to rws Marched. I 
nirlMtd and dressed. 1 w** then pushed dean the stairs 
sod told to*»w«% X r&n* or Jogged down a hallway which 
leads to th e hospi tal, there were guards and State Troopers 
«» one side of the hallway and ins* tea wore sitting an bear ne» 
cat the other side of the hallway. 

*A« I ran along the corridor* eaedKiae tripped p* 
but I did not full. A Trooper hit m on the back of the 
heed with a shotgun. Shit did not leave $ bruise but X 
did have bleeding fro® «y rl^ti ear on two or three occasions 
In toe nest few days. X was ss&de to sit down ota the inches. 
An officer wade &c a&t t© handcuff as sad put leg shackles on 
«•• Be hit ae oa the back of the head with a clot, and X 
w®» kicked la the privates end lege by officers. X could 
not identify the saeo Uh© hit os eecease It all riappsaad to 
fast. 

"X reaeafe’Sr that before X was brought downs fcai re , 


Interviewed on_ 



Fn e * _ Albany 


□ te dictated. 


BAN tier 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


b6 

b7C 














AB-44-691 


®me if X would Uic* ay face bos tod. Hi did not hit me* 
X might recognise his picture if X saw It* 


*X then was handcuffed to another inmate end 
we were mov^d to Clinton CermtleMd Pucllity et B^mmsora, 
lev tort* On theuf # Sl owlng by a 

dectori X believe it ms the Chtaeee doctor*—X-told him 
X had been teeter, and blood had come from my ear; that X 
had headache* and wasted to be fcaepltalixed. 

*■» gave me one AfC fer the headache and X vat 
keepleefeed* Sext day he cent te my cell end X told him 
X h a d h e adac hes* lie gave me tone pain hi Her pins* Be 
ami to im ni rest* 

*dll the ether men from Attica got lull physical 
examisatieme except me* X have net yet had a full physical 
ex ami nation* 

*X should be taking penicillin pllle deity tor 
rim tie fever* **f» taken t hese fer e ver fouryeert but 
i i net get ting te ilted rl^i tol d the doctor* X need 
them* 


*X am Signing this because It le true and correct* 


•mtaeeaed t 


C 


«2BHuan_A_jwt_aitftax* glU t SA. *81, Albany, ».X.>„12A0/ri 



«»• «a*> «m* <r«uk, uwty, ««{,, , 

SA, as, Albany* S*r*7TiAoM* 
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he following description 
serration end Interrogation: c 


mas obtained from ob* 

^ j? l A-; w/<</ - V f 


Same* 

Seat 

Race* 

BorrJ 


White 


f:,Ta.iTT.: 


Weighti 

Ssiri 

test 

Education* 


5 reet* 3 ; 

145 pounds 
Brown i 

Blue 

Tenth grade but in special 
m read* at 5th grade 


45 
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Marital Status: 
Jtether: 

Occupation: 

FBI So.: 

DCI Ho*: 
Clinton Mo.: 


Mosul 
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The file reflects that on 


-1 On April 419. i'9fc9. Jhd«e iOJWAHfl 0. 

FBOVBSZAHQ. Monroe County. lea York.! 


nodical file at Clinton Correctional 
Facility does not contain any entries after September 15, 
19T1, other than rscotapandation of aspirin or A PC on two 
occasions. 


b6 
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2 


and Mr. WKBAR tflftlJi ordered hi® to stop this practice. 

This titis t he officer stopped and apologised, explaining 
he was emotionally upset at the tis*e. He was unable to 
further describe or Identify this officer. 

;'r. DUMBAR declined to furnish a signed statenant. 
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FEDERAL 3UREAU OF INVE r TIGATION 
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REPORTING OFFICE 

\ NEW YORK 

/1 TITLE OF CASE 


.UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, 
kCORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

BUFFALO 


12/20/71 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

12/14 - 17/71 


REPORT MADE BY 




TYPED BY 


\ rATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

'ATTICA (WYOMINSCOUNTY)7 NEW YORK; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


CIVIL RIGHTS 


pal b6 
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V. \ P 


REFERENCE: 


Bureau alrtel to Buffalo, 12/7/71. 

Buffalo teletypes to NY, 12/13 and 12/13/71. 




3? lA 


- RUG - 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 


Persons contacted in this Investigation were 
advised that it was being undertaken at the request of 
DAVTD L. NORMAN, Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights 
Division. 

rmined that[_ _ 

du£ to transposition o' 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CONT'D: 


has been interviewed. 


by Department of Justice. 

=_Jiu±_±±i£ results are not being included in this report. 

|_[denied being injured or otherwise involved in b6 

the incidents at Attica. b7C 


of the fact that both| 
have been advised of the nature of this 


inves'iigation and have steadfastly refus ed to r es pond 
to messages concerning an appointment for interview, 
no further effort is being made to contact them. 


Info copy to Albany as they have investigation 
in this matter. 


-B* - 
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MTED STATES DEPARTMENT G^USTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Report of: 
Date: 


Field Office File i: 


Title: 


Character; 


_| Office: New York, New York 

December 20, 1971 

<*> 

4^1-2086 Bureau File #: 44-50605 b6 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, b7C 

CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 

ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK 3 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA 

CIVIL RIGHTS 


Synopsis: 


NYS Senator JOHN R. DUNNE stated he observed 
men being beaten by Correctional Officers at 


Officers. Inmate 

Ldaims. Be was fnrrsd 

b6 | 

to run a gauntlet at Attica. 


J b7C 

refused to be interviewed. ■ 


RUC - 


DETAILS: 


The following limited investigation was conducted 
in New York: 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions oF the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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f V 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE 


12/15/71 


.Senator.,JOHN R^BUNNE., New.JforJ s^S,ta.t e , _l46l„ 

F r,anklln -A-v.eau-®-.—G-arFde-R-G-l-4-v-^—Ne-vj—York, advised as . rfZ/sz 5 „ 

follows: - - 

On September 13, 1971, at approximately 12:45 pm, 
he and Deputy Commissioner of Correction WALTER DUNBAR left 
the Warden’s Office at Attica Correctional Facility and 
■walked to the Cell Block A area. He observed a number of 
naked men in "A 11 yard who were being searched, hands over 
heads, and formed into a line which entered a doorway in 
"A" Corridor. He and DUNBAR walked up a stairway leading 
into a vestibule type room in the center of "A" Corridor, 
and upon arriving in the room, he could see down the “A" 
Corridor toward the entrance where the naked men were entering. 
He observed two lines of correction officers, in uniform, 
facing one another, holding clpbs in their hands, and the 
naked men, upon entering the corridor, turned left and ran 
between the two lines while the correction officers struck 
them with their clubs. The clubs are the type carried by 1 
the correction officers and appear to be made of wood and 
about three feet long. After the naked men ran through the 
two lines, they turned right into the vestibule area. 

Senator DUNNE advised that upon seeing the above, 
he turned to WALTER DUNBAR and said they were witnessing 
something which should not be taking place and DUNBAR 
immediately approached a correction cffieer and the procedure 
was stopped. ' 

Senator DUNNE advised the distance covered by the 
running men was about 50 feet and he actually observed no 
more than ten or fifteen men running through the line. He 
advised he was so appalled by the sight that he instinctively 
averted his eyes and he cannot recall the faces of any of the 
correction officers in the two lines. 


12/14/71 Garden City, New York 

SAj JR. & 

jASES-TTHDEEDYTAEP/npa 


NY 44-2086 


' 12/14/71 


_Dote dictated. 


b6 
b7C 


This document contains neither recommendotions nor conclusion' *Se FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is looned to your agency; 
it ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. g 
























FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATES 


12/17/71 


land 
ecial A 


identified themselves as Specia 

Bureau of Investigation tc|_ 

Bronx House of Detention, Bronx 
advised_! that" allegations 


Ageots of the Federal 
j l a t the 

New York— SA |_ 

had been made that he 


ials 


was beaten with clubs in a gauntlet line in front of 
Housing Block Z at Attica Correctional Facility, Attica,. 

New York on September 13, 1971 while he was being taken 
to his cell as a prisoner at such facility. He advised 
tha t before he could sav ara thing, he wished to contact 
his| of the New York Civil Liberties 

Uni 'd i Oh Fit Eh AvCrt u^ . Manhat tan. New—Yaxk City, New 

York, telephone number ! 1 . SA| _| then made 

arrangements with supervis ory offi cials of the Bronx 

House of Detention to allovf _to call his attorney 

from the reception cente r at such institution. The offic ials^ 

telephonically cont actedf 1 _ 

telephonically explained to his a t orey what 'ti e TeBeral '■ 
Bureau of Investigation wished to interview him about and 
this attorney telephonically advised SA [ ]that| 1 

could be interviewed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
concerning the alleged beating, but no questions could be " 
asked concerning the incidents at Attica proceeding the 
allged beating. H 

| advised SA and SA_] that he ^ 

would not provide a signed statement concerning the beating b 
but would answer questions concerning the beating and the 
facts leading up to the beating. He advised that he was a 
prisoner at Attica on September 13, 1971 and at about 10:30 
am. or 11:00 am, he was made to crawl across the yard of such 
institution, stripped of his clothes and then taken into 
Cell Block A. In such cell block, he, along with other prisone 
was made to lie on the floor by Oorrectinal Department Quards 
of Attica under the direction of Sergeant (First Name Unknown) 

]of Correctional Department Guards at Attica. He and 
"a number of other prisoners who were in the corridor of Cell’ 


12/16/71 


Bronx, New York. 

u_ IW 


NY 44-2086 


12/17/71 


Dole dictated. 


fKle docum.nt contains' neither r.commendotion, nor conclusive of IK. FBI « U th. prop.cly of th« FBI and I. loon.d to r °or og«ncy : 
It and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 3 
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? 

Block A were directed to run. They ran down the corridor 
through the ele±ric gate that lead^to .the front of the 
prison, they then ran outside on a cement walk past the 
contingent of National Guardsmen and State Troopers and 
they then ran past the wire fence. He advised tljat past 
the wire fence, there was a gauntlet line of approximately 
fifty Correctional Department Guards. He advised that all 
the time he had been running from Cell Block A, he was 
accompanied by two guards who kept him running and that 
forced him to go through such gauntlet line where he was 
hit on the back, legs, elbow, thighs and the genital 
area. He said that the guards in the gaurfclet line had 
used wooden clubs to hit him. He advised that he was 
again beaten by such guards as he went up the stairs 
to Housing Block Z and such beatings continued until he 
was placed into a cell in Housing Block Z. 

He advised that he knows the names of some of 
the guards that beat him, but he will not supply such 
names because he has criminal action now pending against 
him. He advised that neither Sergeant| J nor any 

State Troopers or National Guardsmen beat - Him. He further 
advised that he did not ask for any medical attention after 
such beating. He would make no comment on the extent of 
his injuries. He advised that he is a Muslim and has been 
confined in jail since 1965. He advised that he does not 
know when his trial in Manhattan Criminal Court concerning 
the riot at the Manhattan House of Detention, will begin. 
He will be defended in such court by Attorney WILLIAM 
KUNSTLER. He advised that other prisoners ran through 
the gauntlet line the same time he ran through it. 
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The following Investigation was conducted 
by Special Agent (SA) 


r 


On DfiPP.mhFii- 14- L9ZJ 


investigation at 
New York, deterred 




one 


resides at this address jn 


Efforts to make contact wittf 


□ 


same date, were unsucce 


kJUlUi • 


On December 14, 1971, L 


telephonically 


contacted captioned Agent, as a result of latt er's in quiries 
at above noted residence. It was explained to[_ 


that an investigation was being conducted concerning alleged 
Civil Rights violations at the Attica Correctional Facility, 
and that the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) wished 
to interview him concerning allegations that he was beaten 
by correctional officers on September 13, 1971, after the 
retaking of Attica Correctional Facility. An appointment 
vjas scheduled withf to appear at the New York Office 

of the FBI at 9TOOaTm77 December 15, 


1971. 


L 


~| failed to keep the appointment of December 15, 


1971 ; he was recontacted later, on same date, and agreed 
to appear at the New York Office of the FBI at 9:00 a.m., 
December 16, 1971" 


as well. 


failed to keep this appointment 


On December 17, 1971, a return telephone call 
was made t£ 


I 1R Park 


Row, New York, New York, as a result of |_ 
attempt to contact captioned Agent. 


|previous 
related after 


being advised of the FBI's interest, * lu \J I iv “has no objection 


to having 


Jinterviewed!_L 


{stated that he 


had a meeting scheduled wlthi 


i December 17, 1971, 


and tha.t he would have _ { call the FBI before his 

leav ing! _] office. Later, on same day. 


called captioned Agent and advised that, contrary—to ills 


h 


tpt 

advice toL , latter stated that he did not wish to be 


interviewed by the FBI. 


bl 

b' 


bl 

b' 


bl 

b' 


bl 

b' 


. - 5 - 
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by SA 


Investigation was conducted 
at New York, New York: 


On December 14, 1971, 
York State Parole Office. 714 


10th Stree 



____I New York, 

stated thatj | was not home, out she would advise 

him that the FBI wished to speak to him concerning his 
eyewitness account of the shooting of an inmate at Attica 
Prison. 

On December 15, 1971, was 

telephonically contacted ana sh e state a sh e spoice to her 

- j the evening of December - 1 071 and fni d 

“him "UTTe FBI wished to speak to him. _ 

advised that! 1 


presently was living. 

On December 16, 1971, _ 
again telephonic ally con tacted z 
numbef 1 She spoke toj - 
of December l5, 1971, and he to] 
wish to speak to anyo ne about ar 


HnSnERRR 


ow wnere 


|was 

ler home ] telephone 
~lthe evening 
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_I stated if the FBI succeeded in contacti ng 

Jand he wished to talk to the FBI, J — , [ wanted 

- ___i. j_j __ __ j _i._ j __ _ r_2 _ __ i j 


I HX V VW* X Ak W » AW *. J./ 

to be present during any interview of \ [ and would 

not allov^ _| to make any statements which would tend 

to incriminate him. 


J was advised byf 
y by the FBlf 


of the nature 

he did not 


of the 

want to speak to anyone, 
any of the messages left[ 
contact the FBI. His present residence Is unknown 
and his attorney has been unable to contact him. 


TT5 aTsITTaTTed~Yo r espond to 
_ito have him 
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FEOERA’ BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


| fl RE P O RTI N G OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

J I ALBANY BUFFALO 

ij TITLE OF CASE 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, 

CORREC TIONAL OJFICEES^. 

C^ATTISA ,,C,OEE£CTLQML~ eacjliiy, 

AXTicAUwmttim Q&mix )» mu jam.. 

UNKNOWN VICTIMS - OF ATTICA 


INVESTIGATIVE PERI CD 


12/22/71 


REPORT MADE BY 


12/17/71 



CIVIL RIGHTS 


REFERENCES: 


Bureau airtel to Buffalo dated 12/7/71, 
Buffalo teletype to Albany dated 12/17/71. 

-RUC- 




II 

II 


ACCOMPLISH «NTS CLAIMED 


APPRO V ED 


WiBHHilEg 


Iacquit-I CASE H AS BEEN:' 




SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CH ARGE 


PENDING OVER OWE \1EAR 
PENDING PROSECUTIOlK^ 
OVER SIX MON THS 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


:orA m a °E: "V^ ^ 

\iy 

jjf- Bureau (44-50605) 
3 - Buffalo (44-592) 
(1 - USA, WDNY) 

1 - Albany (44-691) 
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uM 


ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF Jl 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Ice 


* 



Copytos 1 - USA, WDNY 


Report of: SA | 

Dote: December 22, 1971 

Field Office File t: 44-691 


Office: ALBANY 

Bureau File it: 44—50605 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, 

CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 

ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK 
Character: unKN OWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA 


Synopsis: 


CIVIL RIGHTS 


, Negro male, DOB 
an<| 


j Negro male. 


inma te number [ 1 _ __ J _ 

DOB | l inmate numberl_I both incarcerated at 

Great Meadows Correc tional Facility, Comstock, N.Y., were 
interviewed by Bureau Agents 12/17/71, re Attica riot. 
_ furnished signed statement advising: He was in 


D Block Yard, a.m. of 9/13/71, when authorities sent 
three helicopters overhead, one for observation, another 
to dispense tear gas, and a third to direct inmates to 
a doorway with hands over head and they would not be 
harmed. While inmates proceeded as directed. New York 
State Trnnners from A an d G Block walls fired shots; a 

was shot and believed killed. 


Inmates were directed to A Block Yard where troopers 
ordered them to crawl on stomach with hands crossed on 
back of heads for one-half the length of yard in mud 
about six abreast to point where troopers and guards 
assembled; inmates ordered to stand, strip, and join 
other prisoners in single-file line walking in the yard; 
some inmates ordered out of line against walls and to 
lie on tables or ground; inmates ordered to A Block 
corridor where screams of men being beaten were heard; 
inmates ordered to run gauntlet of troopers through a 
Block corridor while being clubbed, tripped and cursed 

at, by troopers whose name plates were covered. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to 
your agency; It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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claims he was hit five or six times on back, stomach and legs 
but cannot identify any of troopers who numbered about 50. 
Inmates then ordered upstairs to 10 company to another 
- gauntlet,. Floors were wet and contained broken glass. 

flipp ed runni ng here and trooper struck him hard 

with a club. _] claimed he begged t^robper not to hit 

him again but he was hit anyway[ 
to run to cell 30, 


t 


finally managed 

Trooper had name plate covered and 
was white male, 28 - 30 years of age, S'lO" - 11*' tall, 

175 lbs., dark brown hair, light complexi on, 
believes he would recognize him, said He was X-rayed 

by civilian doctor at Attica Prison 9/14/71, results unknown, 
and was given medication for dermatitis, which he had before 
the riot. No X-ray records located at Great Meadows, 
states he was placed in A lot, cell unknown. 


alterriot. Cellmate there was one J 


'Istates he never saw this individual struck by 


anyone. No record of X-ray or medical examination of 

forwarded to Great Meadows from Attica. Records 
d« 


forwarded do show he was treated regularly before riot 
for eczematoid dermatitis, and some record information 
contained herein. 


-RUC- 
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b7C 
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DETAILS; 

This report contains the results of a limited 
investigation: 


SAM' 


The following investigation was conducted by 
I and the reporting Agent at Great 


Meadows Correctional Facility (GMCF), Comstock, New York, 
on December 17, 1971; 


and 




GMCF, ma de 

ilahla the fil^a n 

n inma te, 


1 numbed ! 


numbei 



is 


3 


e file on 


indicates that his DCI number 


and he was received at Great Meadows on September 


22, 1971, from Attica Correctional Facility (ACF). Attica, 
New Yorko He is also k nown as! 


was sentenced on 


Onondaga County, N.Y.f 


I, by Judge 0. N. GALE. 


There were several 


counts in the indictment and he was sentenced tol 



b6 

b7C 



















J.S described as follows 

































_ i also made available the file for [ 

I. whose PCI mater is! I He is also known 

as ! _J* He was trans 

ferred on September 18, 1971, from ACF t o OM CF. Hie file 
described ias a Neero ma 
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o 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription. 


12/22/71 


_w Interviewed at the Great Meadows 

Correctional Facility, Comstock, New York, The interviewing 
Agents properly identified themselves and told his that 
he was being interviewed at t he r eque st of idle Civil Sights 
Division, U* S. Department of Justice concerning a possible 
injury received by kin fa people in authority at the tine 
of the imate riot at the Attica Correctional facility, 
Attica, New York, daring September, 1971. 


bb 

b7C 


in this regard: 


Jfhrnished the following signed statement 

*12-17-71 
"Comstock, N#Y, 


bb 

b7C 


Interviewed on_ 


SA’s 


with a high school equivalency diploma , wake the 
following sinned statement to Special Agent* of 
the F.B.I.I - - ] 

They have identified themselves to me as Special 
Agents, FBI, with their credentials, 

"Between 9:30 and 10:00 a,m. on 
9-13-71, t he fourt h day of the ijmaate riot, at 
Attica State Correctional facility, where I was 
an inmate, 1 was in the f block yard. 1 was 
located along a wall, very dose to the tem¬ 
porary field hospital, set up by inmates, in 
a corner of the yard, 1 was laying on the 
ground as the authorities had sent over a 
helicopter for observation of the inmates. 
Shortly after it went over, another helicopter 
came over. It dispensed tear gas. I got on 
the ground, next to the wall, as to not be 
bothered as much by gas. Then, shortly after- 
-ward T aneteer helicopter came over and a nan's— 


.1:12/17/71 


Coastoek, M.Y. 


File #Alhany 44-691 
Buffalo 44-59! 


Dote dictated 


12/20/71 


bb 

b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your ogency. 
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"voice warned the D block yard inmates to put 
their hands over their heads and come out of 
the yard, by going to the D block doorway. 

If they did this they would not be harmed. 

"Around the same time the helicopter 
came around, shots were being fired from the 
A and C block walls by New York State troopers. 
The shots continued after the warning. 

"I got off the ground, put my hands 
on my head, and moved quickly to the D block 
doorway. As I walked quickly, the man in 
front of me was felled by shots. I think he 
was killed. 


"After coming through the doorway, and down 
the steps, we entered the A block yard. Troopers 
in that yard ordered us to crawl on our stomachs 
straight ahead, with our hands crossed on the 
back of our heads. We were ordered to keep 
our heads down. It was impossible, almost, to 
move in this way, especially with the mud. We 
crawled half the length of the yard, about 6 
abreast, until we got to a point where there 
were guards and troopers assembled. A lot of 
these men were congregated there. At this loca¬ 
tion, we were ordered tc stand, strip, and 
join a group of men who had already stripped 
and were walking single file in the yard, 

"The state troopers and correction 
guards observed us all closely, and pulled some 
men out of the line. They were fold to spread 
their rectisas and lean up against the wall. 

Others were told to lie on the ground or tables. 
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"Meanwhile, I heard screams of men 
coming from the A block cells and corridor, 
which sounded like men were being beaten, 

"We were then ordered to proceed single 
file through A block's corridor where a gauntlet, 
comprised of state troopers, on each side. At 
the end of the gauntlet were guards - both prison, 
and New York National. We were told to run the 
gauntlet and we «re hit with clubs, tripped, 
cursed at, and called derogatory names as we ran. 

The troopers' name plates were covered up with 
black tape. I was hit 5 or 6 times on back, stomach 
and leg, with their clubs. I can't identify any 
of these men., and ran as quickly as I could as 
I was scared for my life. The gauntlet run was 
for about 50 or more feet, and there were probably 
over 50 men involved. It ran to the A block steps, 
where I was told to go upstairs. 

"Upstairs, to 10 company, there was 
another gauntlet where we had to run again. 

"There was water and glass on the 
terazzo floor. I slipped about half way through, 
and a trooper struck me on the back with a club. 

He hit me hard. I begged him not to hit me 
again. I was scared for my life. He said "get 
up nigger", and I got up. Then he hit me again. 

I finally managed to run to my cell which was 
number 30, in 10 company. 

"The traper who hit me was wearing his 
uniform, but had the name plate covered. He 
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"was white, about 28 to 30 years of age, 5'10" 
or S'll" tall, about 175 lbs., dark brown hair, 
and had a light complexion, I feel sure that 
I would recognize him if X saw him again. 

"A day after, I told a civilian 
doctor, otherwise unidentified that my back 
hurt and I had other injuries. He ordered an 
X-ray, too^ roe and about 5 others, to the 
hospital. My sides and back were X-rayed. I 
do not know the results. He also gave me 
medication for my skin problems from the gas. 

"Before the riot, I was being treated 
in the prison for dermatitis, a skin infection, 
on the right side of my face. During the riot, 
the inmate doctor in the yard gave me medication 
for it. The tear gas aggravated it. 

"I cannot specifically name anyone who 
witnessed my beating because 1 was moving so 
quickly and was scared. 

"I have read the above statement of 
five and a part pages. It is true and correct. 

I tore initialed and dated all carections, and at 
the bottom of each page. 


"Witness; 


b6 

b7C 

Special Agent, FBI, 12/17/71. 

, Special Agent, F.3.I., 12/17/71." 


Additionally 

information: 


furnished the following 


- 13 - 














AL 44-691 
Buffalo 44-592 
5 


Most all of his personal property was lost or 
destroyed at Attica on September 13, 1971. While in the 
yard fnmu September 9 to 13, 1971, he was located near 
the corner o£ the yard where the inmate-run hospital 
was operated. He was furnished medication for his derma¬ 
titis by an inmate who served as a doctor. He said that 
the hostages, who were guards, were fed and given 
mattresses and coveralls by their inmate captors. ?rior 
to the riot he was a truck driver in the facility and 
was assigned to ail 27, 32nd company, in C block located 
on the first floor. He did not know the name of the 
civilian doctor who X-rayed and examined him on September 
14, 1971. 


He said that the only indication of a physical 
beating which he took which was visible, was a faded 
3" horizontal mark on his stomach as well as faded scars 
on the left leg and shin bone. These were viewed by 
the interviewing Agents and were observed to be faint 
and not susceptable to photographing. 


_I paid that he had an attorney, 

j American Civil Liberties Union, 919 3rd Avenue, 
New York, New York. He said he would advise his attorney 
of the fact that he has furnished a signed statement 
to the FBI in the event his attorney desired a copy of 
it. 


b6 

b7C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription. 


12/22/71 


Th e interv iewing Agents contacted |_ 

inmate n»™h«» _at Great Meadows Correc tional fac ility. 

The Agents properly identified themselves to^ by 

exhibiting their FBI credentials-;— The Agents fold him 
that he was being interviewed concerning any k nowledge he 
had of a physical beating received bj an 

apparent cellmate off ^ following tte September 

riot in the Attica, Hew York, Correctional Ficility# 


b6 

b7C 


ja dvised that he was an inmate there 
prior to and during the above-mentioned riot and he was 

transferred on September 18, 1971, to Great Meadows._ 

I Is a id that he was assigned to|_ 

_ pr ior to the riot, which began on September 9, 

1971. He was alone in the above cell. After the riot 
on September 13, 1971, he was assigned to I I 

company, cell number unknown with two other individuals. 
One was a white male and the other w as Spanish. One of 
these individuals was named ](last pane unknown), 

who was serving * [ ] sentence. About 3 a.m, on 

a date believed to be September 17, 1971, one guard and 
one New York State trooper came to the cell and searched 
bothl L Neither one was hit or 

physically abused by either the trooper or the guard. 
r [ said he did not 8ee [ | struck at any time 

while they «e together in the Attica Correctional 
Facility. 


b6 I 
b7C 


Interviewed on_ 


12/17/71 



Buffalo 44-592 


b6 | 
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Three, copies of this report have been designated 
for Buffalo since it is possible that after the Civil Rights 
Division of the Department has-reviewed the information in 
this report 3 requests for further investigation will be 
made at Albany, Buffalo and New York City, 

No copy of this report has been designated for 
the USA, Buffalo since request for the limited investigation 
emanated from the Department. However, if the Department 
requests that the USA subsequently be furnished with a copy, 
the Buffalo Office will be in a position to furnish this copy. 

All persons contacted in this investigation Tfere 
advised that the investigation was being -conducted at the 
specific request of the AAG DAVID L. NORMAN, Civil Rights 
Division, U. S. Department of Justice. 
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Attica Correctional Facility (ACF), 
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CIVIL RIGHTS 

Synopsis: 

Numerous inmates of ACF, Attica, New York, interviewed. 
No additional medical reports located. Individuals 
who testified in inmates' Federal Court action inter¬ 
viewed, Facts surrounding the deaths of THOMAS HICKS 
and ELLIOTT JAMES BARKLEY, inmates, set forth. No 
recordings of police communications on 9/13/71 made. 
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Two photographs of ELLIOTT JAMES BARKLEY 
taken upon his admission to Attica Correctional 
Facility (ACF). 
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^FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAtW 

Data of transcription_ 
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' ' r) n 

, Inmate Number _ was advised _ 

of the nature and purpose of the interview. He was furnished b7C 

a Rights and Waiver form which he refused to sign. He stated ■ 

that he would not talk to the Federal Bureau of Investigation H 

(FBI) unless he had his attorney present. ■ 





Buffalo 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA^N 
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Date of transcription. 


12/16/71 
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J 


Inmate Number 


appeared 


at the interview room at the Attica Correctional Facility 
and was advised of the identities of the below named 
Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), 
He immediately stated that he did not want to talk to 
the FBI. 
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Interviewed on 12/l^jJl nt AttlCg j . NeW York , 


.File # 


SAs £ 


by 


JOHN E; KIMS/JEg s omg 


and -8- 


Dote di ctoted - 


Buffalo 

4 4-52 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF SNVESTIGATIOr: 


/ 


-!■ 


Dote of tronscription_ 


12/17'/71 


Inmate limnbe 


1)£ 


explained the nature and the purpose of the interview. He 
was furnished a Rights and Waiver Perm,, which he refused to 
sign. He stated he would not submit to an interview without 
the presence of his attorney. 
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interviewed on. 




Attica. Nc.-r York. 
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..Date dictated. 


.File # Buffalo ^Ui- "*b9£ 

12/15/71 
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He was presented with a Waiver of Rights Fort*., 
which he read and said he understood. He. stated he desired 
to have his attorney present during the interview and would 
not discuss anything with the FBI without the presence o* his 
attorney. 
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Inmate Numbed _ |was advised of the 

nature ana purpose or the interview. He was furnished with 
a Rights and Waiver form which he refused to sign. He stated 
that he would not discuss anything with the FBI unless his 
attorney is present. 


Interviewed on . 


12/13/71 t Attica, New York 


BA 3 l -J and „ x 1 ■ 

JOHN E. KXNG/JEKspmg 


File # 


Dote dictated ■ 


Buffalo 

44-592 


12/14/71 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA 


l 


Date of transcription- 


ig/i s/n 


Vvn 


had aont fnn T n 


had told t 


Correction Officer, advised that 
late l I Inmate Number 


thing with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 


;s any- 



1 advise 


the name oil 


jd 


nat there was a | 
who was pre sently at the Attica 


Facility whom 
^previously. 




believed had talked with 


by 

V 


12/13/71 Attica, New York 

Interviewed on-at- 

Srts THOMAS M. SHAUGKNSSSY and 
CARL Y. UlDSRKlLL/CSUspiiig -12- 


File # 


Buffalo 

14-592 


12 /'it /"’l 

Date dictated-L_ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTI 



Date of tronicription 


12/16/71 





a Chicago, 



said tha 


advised he was a 



for 

no rsnr cv, 

mts 


a graduate of Colombia 


University Law School, but has not yet taken the bar and did 
not feel he could take It upon himself to permit Inbeyviev* o-~ 
r I said that he did not know 

had left the area to go back to Chicago a.a_siai 


;hat he would 


u X* f y 


;o contact him and hav* 


said 


Buffalo Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Office. 


/[all the 
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Intervi ewed on 


12/13/71 


Attica, Kev: York 


. File # 


by 


SAs THAMES TtT.UOHN^S” and 
CARL 'Z. UK" .-L'J'IJ r./CBUf'rr -13* 


Buffalo 
Lh _cg? 


Date dictated . 


12/14/7 
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Dote of transcription 


12/16/71 
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Inmate Numbe: 


was advised of 

the nature and purpose o: 

E 1 the interview. He was furnished 


with a Rights and Waiver form which he refused to sign. 
He stated he would not discuss anything with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) unless his attorney was 
present. 

♦ 


Interviewed on 12/13/71 at _ Attica t New York , 


Buffalo 
File#_ 44-592 


SAsQ 


by JOHK KTHG7JF,K° pmg 


and 


■14- 


Date dictated 


12/14/71 
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On December 9? 1971> EMMETTE COCHRANE* Chief Clerk* 
ACP* furnished the following information: 


-L^ormer inmate of ACF and 


1 


ormer inmates* have been ^trans- 


ferred to the New York State Clinton Correctional Facility (CCF) 
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C. ATTEMPT TO LOCATE » 
ADDITIONAL MEDICAL 
RECORDS 
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On December 9, 1971, EMMETTE COCHRANE, Chief 
Clerk, ACP, advised.that he had searched the files of the 
following-listed inmates and could locate no further medical 
records pertaining to these individuals other than those 
that had been previously furnished to the FBI. Mr. COCHRANE 
specifically reviewed these records to locate if any informa¬ 
tion was available relative to any medical treatment of the 
below-listed individuals subsequent to September 13, 1971: 
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The Albany Division has been requested to interview 
these inmates. 
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SECTION 2 


A. LOCATION OF JOHN DUNN* MEMBER 
OF SENATE OF NEW YORK STATE 


« i 
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On December 9, 1971, EMMETTE COCHRANE, Chief 
Clerk, ACF, furnished the following information: 

JOHN DUNN is a member of the Senate of New York 
State and resides in the New York City area. 

On December 9> 1971j the New York Division furnished 
the following information: 

New York State Senator JOHN DUNN has a law office 
at 1399 Franklin Avenue, Garden City, New York, Contact with 
this office reflected that DUNN was then in Upstate New York 
on "field work." DUNN was expected to contact his office that 
evening, at which time an appointment would be made to inter¬ 
view Mr. DUNN. 
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B. LOCATION OF WALTER DUNBAR, 
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF 
CORRECTIONS FOR NEW YORK STATE 
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On December 9, 1971, EMMETTE COCHRANE, Chief 
Clerk, ACE, furnished the following information:. 

WALTER DUNBAR is the Deputy Commissioner of 
Corrections for the State of New York. Mr. DUNBAR's office 
is in Albany, New York. 

On December 9, 1971, the Albany Division was 
requested to locate and interview Mr. DUNBAR. 


j 
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SECTION 3 


A. CORRECT IDENTIFICATION OF INMATE 
THOMAS HICKS AND FACTS SURROUNDING 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA 


Date of transcription. 


12/17/71 


EMMETTE COCHRANE. Chief Clerk, Attica 
Correctional Facility j(ACF), advised that records of 
the Facility as caused; to be checked by fytm. reveal 


that on September 13, 1971, there was no [ 


carcerated at ACF„ THOMAS HICKS, Inmate y2639o . who 

J 3 n 4- —. t ' *i ^ 1/-V-7T ^ 4.1 1 .. : ! 4_ _ i. t 


ln- 


dled on September 13, 197ly was the only 

knowledge Involved In the riot. 

* ... 


jto his 
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Interviewed on 12 M\/l\ _ at _A^ ttca,_ New York 


-24- 


by 


SA CARL E. UNDERHILLS cap 


_File # Buffalo 44-5QP 

Dote dictated- 12/17/71 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE 


# 


Dale of transcription. 


12/20/71 


ANTHONY SIMONETTI, Assistant Attorney General for 
the State of New York, furnished the following information: 


He is the individual directly responsible for the 
investigation of the events preceding, during and subsequent 
to the taking of Attica Correctional Facility (ACF) by the 
inmates on September 9-13, 1971. 


A revievj of his files relative to the death of 
inmate THOMAS HICKS reflects the following information: 


_ There was no inmate injured nor killed with the 

name of[_J The only inmate injured and/or killed 

was THOMAS HICKS, who was identified as 1, P-I9." THOMAS HICKS 
was killed in "D" yard of ACF within moments after the New 


was killed in D yard of ACF within moments after the New 
York State Police (NYSP) retook the institution at 9?46 AM on 
September 13, 1971. THOMAS HICKS’ body was found in "D" yard 
approximately 35 yards from "D" block and approximately 25 
yards from the "D" tunnel catwalk. 


The institution was retaken by N^TSP authorities under 
a massive assault. Immediately after the institution was 
retaken by the NYSP, an investigation was conducted relative to 
the location and cause of the deaths of individuals in "D" yard. 
There were 43 deaths resulting from the riot. Only one person, 
a Corrections Officer, WILLIAM QUINN, died before the retaking 
of the institution. Therefore, 42 corpses along with numerous 
wounded individuals were located in "D 1 yard immediately after' 
the NYSP assumed control of the institution on the morning of 
September 13, 1971. 


"D" yard had been bombarded with gas projectiles in 
order to handle the rioting inmates immediately preceding the 
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I 


retaking of the Institution, This gas remained in the area for 
several hours after the institution was retaken. Investigation 
by officers of the NYSP immediately after the retaking was 
necessarily impaired by this fact. The officers were forced 
to wear gas masks in their crime scene search and were also 
primarily interested in maintaining security of the l, 28 l rioting 
inmates in "D" yard. 


Interviewed on. 


Attica, Nex*r York 


_ File# Buffalo 44-592 
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All possible investigative techniques., under the 
current situation, were utilized. All bodies of dead inmates 
and Correction Officers were charted. However, most, if 
not all bodies, ’were turned over by the officers handling 
the retaking to ascertain if the prone people were dead and 
if they might have ’weapons in their hands. Consequently, 
it was impossible to ascertain if a person had fallen on his 
face, on his back, or on his side, after being struck. 


SIMONETTI's investigative organization has been 
conducting an exhaustive examination of all the facts pertain¬ 
ing to this case. Every convict in n I)" yard, numbering. 1,281, 
along with every officer of the retaking force, has or will 
be interviewed. 


The investigation relative to the death of HICKS 


has shown that HICKS had a cutting instrument in his hands 
when the assault took place. However, over 1,500 different, 

V. . . - ~ • • ~ ' ? »— — • » » T-\ *1 «■ T * 

I iUiH^iUGU. y U V U J. i VV X-.. 


I ^ — \ ■€* A r« AH f ^irJ 
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the institution was retaken. The investigation has not placed 
a specific cutting weapon in HICKS' hands but several weapons 
were located in the immediate vicinity of HICKS' body. 


There was a great deal of blood near HICKS' body. 
This blood was not analyzed or retained as possible evidence. 


The projectiles removed from HICKS u body have been 
examined by the NYSP laboratory. They determined that the 
projectiles were from a .270 caliber weapon. These projectiles 
will be introduced as evidence In both the Grand Jury currently 
impaneled In Warsaw, New York and in any potential subsequent 
State trial, 

SIMONETTI does not wish to break this chain of 
evidence by turning over these projectiles to any other In¬ 
vestigative organization at this time. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT!^ 




Dote of Jronscripfion_ 


12/17/71 


| Inmate Number |_ ; 

was explaTnecTTEe purpose ana nature of the interview. He 
was furnished with a Rights and Waiver Form which he refused 
to sign. He declined to be interviewed without his lawyer 
being present. 


«t 


fnlerviev/ed on 


■12/14/71 


31 Attlc.a, New York 


_Ffle #. 


Buffalo 44-592 


SA 


by. 


j Ul'IN' rJ. nxi>u-/ Jiiin: 


and 

cc 
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with a Rights and Waiver Form which he refused to sign. He 
stated he would not sign anything nor discuss anything 
without his attorney being present. 


f i 
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On December 13, 1971, EMMETTE COCHRANE, Chief 
Clerk,.ACF, furnished the following information: 


I, former inmate of ACF, was paroled on 
the New York City area. 


On December 13, 1971, the New York Division was 
requested to locate and interview_ ' 


to 
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A. CONTACT WITH FORMER INMATES 
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Buffalo, New York 
December 13, 1971 


lake the following free and 


voluntary statement to 


who have identified themselves to me as Special Agents of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. I have been advised 
of my Constitutional rights as set forth on an Interrogation; 
Advice of Rights Form, as provided me by Special Agent 
I understand my rights; however, I decline to 
sign the Interrogation; Advice of Rights Form, but do pro- 
vide the following statement; no threats, promises or co¬ 
ercion have been used against me. 

_ I am a black male and was bo rn on 

where I completed 



I was sentenced in New York 


State Supreme Court, at Buffalo, New York, for a term of 



I was sentenced to the New York State De¬ 
partment of Corrections on the same day and was assigned 
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to the Attica Correctional Facility, Attica, New York. I 
was received at the Attica Correctional Facility onf 
, where I served until 


at which time 


I was released on parole. 

On the morning of September 14, 1971, I was 

Cell, with another black 


placed In 


male. 


(phonetic). 


has since been 


transferred to another correctional facility. 

At approximately 12:30 AM, on September 15, 1971, 
land I were lying on a bunk in 


which we 


shared, as there was only one bunk in our cell, when I was 
awakened by loud talking and the slamming of doors along 
the gallery in 1 Company. Our cell was partially dark as 
the light bulbs had been:removed and the only light enter- 
"ing our cell was that from the gallery lights. The evening 
had been quiet prior to this time. I heard a correctional 
officer asking someone in the gallery, "Who was fishing 
items into the gallery?" All the items in the cells had 
previously been pushed out into the gallery; and during 
the day, I had observed arms'extending into the gallery 
from the various cells and the individuals taking items, 
such as cigarettes and socks, from the items located on the 
gallery floor. I heard an officer state 
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cell number Is unrecalled now, other than being in the 30 
series.) I heard a door open but do not know what occurred 
as I did not and could not view what took place. 

The officer continued along the gallery proceeding 
closer to my cell,, continuing to question inmates as to who 
had been fishing and randomly requesting that various cells 
be opened. 

as one 

faces the gallery from the inside of , was occupied 

by aj_[(phonetic), and I overheard 

being asked by the officer if he had been fishing, 
had been s^ot during the securing of the facility 
on September 13, 1971* and he and his black male cell part¬ 


ner, name unknown, both told the officer no. 
The officer then proceeded to 


The officer then proceeded to at which 

time I recognized by his uniform that he was a State cor¬ 
rectional officer and who was accompanied by another State 
correctional officer and a State policeman. This correction¬ 
al officer, first mentioned by me, asked me if I had been 
fishing, at which time I stated, "No, I wasn't fishing." 


He then asked 



"Were you?" at which time 




replied, "No." The correctional officer then hollered 


down the gallery. 


I thereafter heard a click 
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in the door to 


and this correctional officer entered 


my cell, with the other correctional officer and the State 

MM- KC 

policeman remaining outside. At Uais tim&i this correction¬ 


al officer entere 
weapon. The correctional o 


1 


nJL- 


the State policeman drew his 


fficer in my cell then proceeded 

to search the cell. 

He located some pills in a small paper cup above 
the cell door inside this cell, which had been placed there 
previously that day byl 


Earlier that day. 


had told me. that he had gotten the pills from the doctor for 
his headaches. The correctional officer asked, "Whose are 
these?" He then looked at the pills and threw them out of 
the door into the gallery.I 


who has a speech prob¬ 


lem, ip that he stutters,' stutteringly stated, "They're 

f 

mine." The officer then placed both of his hands on 

0i 


ches^t grabbing his shirt, and pushed 


against the wall. He then asked 
get them?" and 


"Where did you 


gave them to me." He then released 


stutteringly answered, "The doctor 

stating, "Nigger, 


you better not be lying to me, cause .I’m gonna check with 
the doctor." 

The officer then continued to search and 


lifted up the mattress on our cot, at which time he located 
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a wire clothes hanger, straight, but hooked on both ends, 
and loosely attached to the springs. I had not seen this 
wire before and had not lifted the mattress at all since 
my entering the cell. The officer removed the wire, threw 
it out of the cell into the gallery, turned around, grabbed 
me by my neck with his left hand and pressed against my 
chest with his right hand, forcing me into a sitting posi- 
tion on the cot, and stated "I thought nobody was fishing." 
Maintaining his hold on me, as described, he banged my head 

against the wall three or four times, yelling, "Weren't you 

\ 

fishing, weren't you fishing, weren't you fishing?" I did 

\ 

not resist in any,way. 

He then released me and taking a flashlight out 
of his^ pocket, shined it -into my eyes and said "I'm gonna 

r 

remember your face," and then turning the light towards his 
face he said, "So you iJust better remember mine." He then 
waled out of the cell and slammed the door. There was no 
further conversation between us. My neck was hurting badly 
at this point. I previously had fractured my neck in the 
Erie County Jail, Buffalo, New York, on May 24, 1969 . 

At approximately 8:00 AM, on September 15 , 19Tj|_ 

was making his rounds at which time I told him my 


b6 
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neck was hurting. asked me what happened and 

I explained to him that a guard had slammed my neck against 
the wall. gave me a handful of APC's and told 

me to take them. Approximately one week later, on a 
Wednesday, I believe, a black doctor from Buffalo, New- 
York, whose name I do not know, was making the rounds and b7C 
I told him about my neck hurting, and he % arranged for me 
to have x-rays of my neck at the Attica Correctional Faci¬ 
lity Hospital, which subsequently determined to be negative 
regarding any broken bones, which I may have received. 

I would describe the correctional officer who 
entered my cell as being a white male, approximately 38 
years old, 6 * 5 " tall, 230 pounds, medium to heavy build, 
black,hair, moderate sideburns. I do not know his name or 
his badge number, as he was not wearing a hat, and the badges 
are located on the officer’s hats. I believe, however, that 
he may have been assigned to Attica from another correction¬ 
al institution, as I had not observed him prior to the up¬ 
rising or two weeks after the securing of the facility. 

I would describe the correctional officer who re¬ 
mained in the gtLlery during the time described above as a 
white male, in his 40’s, 5* 8" tall, 180 pounds, with dark 
brown hair. I do not know his name, and he also was not 


wearing a hat with his badge number on it. 


/? 








I would describe the State Policeman who remained 


outside with his weapon drawn, as a white male, 26 

to 28 years old, six feet tall, 170 pounds, and sandy blond 
hair. I also do not know his name, although he was possibly 
wearing a name plate, but I did not observe the name on it. 
His State Police uniform had a "T" on the shirt collar. 

I believe I would recognize all three of these 


individuals, if I saw them again and might possibly be able 
to identify them through photographs. $/? 
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Date of transcription. 


12/17/71 


Numb e 4 . 


Correctional Facility (ECF) 


language by SA 


j was inr.firneweo at the facility in the Spanish 


'in the presence of SA 


was 


At the inception of this interview,! 
advised of his rights by S 4 _^.nd he was furnished 


an Advice of Rights form in Spanish, 
stated he fully understood. [T~ 


_which he read and 
] said that although 


he will cooperate fully and freely speak with the Agents, he 
does not want to sign any forms nor provide any signed 
statements concerning the information he wishes to give. 


around the beginning of[ 


said that he wa 


Correctional Facility (ACF)[ 


s tra nsferred to the ECF 
_ jfrom the Attica _ 


and was assigned ACF Numberf 


He continued that during the morning of September 9s 
1Q71. he was at the ACF and was stationed in Prison Block 


the first floor of the block, 
he was in the yard of ! 


which cell is located on 


At about 9°00 AM that morning. 


_J which he 

had requested. He said he had been suffering from some sort 
of stomach trouble. While waiting in this yard, a general 
riot broke out within the prison and he immediately noted 
numerous prisoners running about and various guards attempting 
to control them. There were several guards in the area with 
guns and at their directio n and in o rder to preserve his 
own safety* he entered the L_J building and went to 


his cell. He remai ned in his cell alone for about one half 


hour, at which time 


t 


1 


said that after his arrival at 
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Interviewed on . 


12/15/71 


. ot . 


Elmira 3 New York 


File U 


Buffalo 44-592 


*1 



1 and 

J 

! GJD ; a ] 
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Date dictated . 


12/17/71 
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and during the entire period, until police authorities 
regained control of the prison on September 13* 1971* he 
was assigned by the leaders of the riot as a "security 
man 3 " guarding and taking care of the hostages. He said 
that he and about twenty or thirty black Mu all-ms under 

the direction of Muslim inmate _ were so 

assigned to this guard duty. “ 


|_| said that on the morning of September 13* 

1971* the hostages were being held in "D" block yard all 
tied hand and foot and contained within an enclosure made 
of benches taken from the prison buildings. He recalls 
that after the helicopters flew over the prison and dropped 
tear gas, the State Police moved in to retake the institu¬ 
tion. At this point,I [told him and the 

other Muslims guarding the hostages that the hostages should 
not be killed. As the police assault forces moved into the 
prison yard, he could hear general gunfire and he was par¬ 
tially blinded from the tear gas. Fearful that he would be 
shot, he dropped to the ground and laid amongst the hostages 
within the enclosure. He recalls that several minutes later 
a State Trooper armed with a shotgun came up to him and 
placed t he^rra! gloae to his head._ At this point, several 


[_ T and remained there 

under command of the armed State Troopers. After about ten 
minutes, he joined a line of inmates who were directed by 
the officers to march in a line with hands on their heads 
out of "D" block yard toward the raised tunnel and more 
specifically the gate to same located at the southeast corner 
of the yard. Upon entering the tunnel, he removed all of 
his clothing as did the other inmates and was directed into 
"A" block yard through the gate leading to same on the other 
side of the tunnel from which he entered from "D" block yard. 
When he entered "A" block yard, he was directed to a line 
of prisoners who were commanded to crawl on their hands and 
knees in a long file around "A" block yard. After several 
minutes of this, he and the other prisoners were again 
directed to enter the same tunnel entrance which was located 
at the southwest corner of "A" block. Upon entering the 
corridor, he and the other prisoners, all stripped, were 
directed, with hands clasped on top of their heads, to 
proceed down the interior corridor within "A" cell block. 
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He said that the interior corridor* about 85 feet long and 
eight to ten feet wide* was completely lined with Correctional 
Officers and some State Police, The officers were spaced 
about four feet apart down the entire length of this 
corridor* up the staircase and along the corridor leading 
to the cells on the second tier. He and the other inmates 


were directed to run through this line of officers and 
practically all the prisoners received blows with night¬ 
sticks and shoulder weapon butts. He pointed out that some 
of these blows were in a prodding and ’’hurry along" nature 
while others were full and vicious. He said he was struck 
numerous times in the side* and on the rear as he ran through 
this line with his hands clasped over his head. Because of 


the panic he felt during this entire situation* he could not 

recall names of inmates he saw being struck during this _ 

.incident. He does recall that Correctional OfficeF i 


jinoi d 


a white male* about 5’ 7 "» 27-29 years of age* w" 


black hair* was an officer he observed striking and prodding 
the inmates as they proceeded through this line. He advised 


he was not struck He further recalls that 

Correctional Officer a white male* 38-39 years 

of age* 170 lbs,* 5 7 o" or 5 ' 9*7 balding* was an officer he 
observed striking the inmates in this line and from whom 


he also received at least one blow from a nightstick. 


line* 



continued that he ran through the above 


having been struck numerous times* and was directed 


into a cell with two other inmates* black males* on the 
second tier of cell block "A". He remained in this cell 


without clothing and received small amounts of food until 
he was transferred to another cell in Company 1* "A" block 
around the afternoon of September 16* 1971. 


|related that around 7^00 AM* September 15* 
1971* he was m the "A" block cell with the tv?o black inmates. 
Correctional Officers or State Police had provided a hose 
with running water to the inmates within their cell in that 
the water service in the prison had not yet been restored. 

of the cell contained a great deal of water and 
sked a State Police guard for a mop so he could 
clean up the water. This State Policeman said he would get 
some other guards and return. He came back in a minute or 
so with another State Policeman and a Correctional Officer. 
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One of the State Policemen opened the cell door and the other 
State Policeman and the guard entered the cell. The State 
Policeman asked who wanted to use the mop and he replied 
that he did. The State Trooper told him that it was okay 
and pointed towards the cell door. [ Jwalked from 

the cell into the passageway in order to get the mop which 
was against the wall in the corridor. As he approached the 
nearby mop, the Correctional Officer and one of the State 
Policemen were standing on either side of it. As he was 
about to pick up the mop, the State Policeman hit a heavy 
blow in his left side with the butt of his shotgun. The 
other State Policeman who had opened the cell door then 
walked over and began ta_.at.rike_.4im in the stomach with 


his fists. This forced 
stomach, at which time 


I 


to bend over holdi ng hi <l_ 
Officer hit 


jaw" 


;he Correctional 

a heavy blow with his fist on the left side of his 
knocking him unconscious to the floor. He stated when he 
regained consciousness after an unknown period of time, he 
was laying on the floor of his cell and the guard and State 
Policemen were not to be seen in the area. 


I | said that he cannot identify the two 

black inmates who were within the cell with him and who were 
witnes s e s to this entire incident. He said further that 
he did not request any medical attention that day or the 
next morning (although he did feel that he should be examined 
for injuries because of this attack) in that he feels that 
to do so would place him in an unfavorable light and perhaps 
occasion a further beating by police authorities. 


He said that about 1;00 PM, September l6, 1971* 
he was transferred to another cell within Company 1 in "A" 
block and that afternoon he and all inmates received medical 
attention. He told the unknown doctor who examined him that 
he had been beaten by prison officers having received blows 
to his body and his head . The doctor examined him and noted 
no broken bones or cuts,~| further pointed out that 

as a result of having been forced to crawl on his hands and 
knees in "A" block yard directly following retaking of the 
prison on September 13* 1971* his elbows and knees contained 
numerous small cuts and bruises. [ Idenied that he 

has suffered any permanent injuries as a result of the above* 
and stated there are no present marks or bruises on his 
body at the time of interview. 
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! l provided the following description re¬ 

garding the individuals who beat him on the morning of 
September 15$ 1971s 

State Police Officer who opened gate 

to cell - 

white male 

27-28 years 

5 ’ 10 " 

170 lbs. 

Dark hair ; 

Second State Police Officer - 

white male 

blond hair 

29-30 years 

About 5* 10" 

Muscular build 


Correctional Officer who knocked him 


out - 

white male 
About 30 years 
5 1 8 " 

160 lbs. 


Muscular build 
Pimples on face 

Worked in Companies 1 and 6 after 
retaking of prison and believes 
this individual is called 


I _I said that he believes he could identify 

the above-three individuals and would be willing to testify 
regarding the beating he received from them. 


|_ I said that he is eligible for release on 

parole in June,, I9<2 and would cooperate in any manner what¬ 
soever with the FBI with the hope that such cooperation 
would be brought to the attention of State officials. 


The following description was obtained through 
observation and interviews 
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Name 

Inmate Number 
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Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Nationality 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Wife 


Children 


^'"b"- 

145 Its. 

Black, thinning in front 
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Father 

Mother 


Education 
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On December 16, 1971, 


Departmen 


ord 


was arrested by the New York City Pol ice 


County Court 3 New York opt 
minate sentence , maximumi 
to a reduced charge of 


to an indeter- 


tyears upon his plea of guilty 


This incident involved 


death a man on the street with a gun. 


having shot to 


file reflects that he is not a user of 
drugs and he has no prior arrest history. He has been 
assigned FBI Numbed” 


originally went to the Sing-Sing Correct¬ 


ional Facility, Ossining* New York on November 20, 1970 ; 
was transferred tp Attica Correctional Facility (ACF) 

and was transferred from ACF to ECF on 


xn 


is scheduled to meet the Parole Board 


stated tha 


transfer from ACF 


to ECF was shrouded in secrecy and although nothing official 
appeara_in_Jaia penal file, it was reported to ACF authorities 

that |_|had, in some unknown manner, been helpful to 

Attica prison officials during the September, 1971 uprising 
and the purpose of his transfer to the ECF was that it was 
felt he would be safer at this institution because of 
possible reprisals by Attica inmates. 


b6 


York, advised SA[ 


J the penal file of 


■ 


, ECF Inmate Numbei 


reflects the folio 

*' - 1 - 1 ' 

1 
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Date of transcription. 




12/16/71 


I_| Correctional Officer, Attica Correc¬ 

tional Facility, adv ised that when h e had dispatc hed Horrentim 
Officers t o bring in 1Inmate Number 

^ | Inmate Numb e rf j Tifcrbg waning r— 

TTTe officers had been told by these individuals that 
they had nothing to discuss with the Federal Bureau of Investi¬ 
gation (FBI). 

_ 73.9 requested nevertheless to have these 

individuals brought into the interview area for personal 
contact with FBI Personnel. 


Intervi ewed on 


12/l3/71 


Attica, New York 


Buffalo 
_ File# _l%-39_2_. 
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As THOMAS M„ SHABSflNESSY and 
AFX S. iraDSBHIlX/CSUspmg 


Date dictated 


12/14/71 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Inmate Number 


Attica 


Correctional Facility, was,Aflyisfd of the nature and 
purpose of the interview. 


b6 
b7C 


stated that he had no 


personal complaint to make nor could he furnish any informa¬ 
tion about any mistreatment to any other inmate and further¬ 
more, he did not wish to become involved in anyway and he 
had no further information concerning anything that 
transpired during and after the trouble that occurred 
at Attica Prison. [ 
interview was terminated. 


~|Ttood up at this point and the 


In tar via wad on . 


12/13/71 


- Of . 


Attica, New York 


File # 


Buffalo 

44-592 


SAs THOMAS M. SHAUGHNESSY and 
by CARL E, UNDERHILL/CEU;pmg -50- 


Dote dictated . 


12/14/71 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Inmate Number] 
«aa a dvl.fied Qf the 


1 


Correctional Facility, 
purpose of the interview 
not wish to go any further, that he 
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
would answer no Questions or furnish any 


Attica 
nature and 
stated that he did 
had nothing to discuss 
(FBI) and he 
information at all. 


Interviewed on 


12/13/71 


at. 


Attica, New York 


File # 


Buffalo 

44-592 


by 


FA,.'. IUGMAF PH'UGHNESSY and 
GAEL E. UirilEIT-L/CPU; pmg -i>l- 


Dote dictated • 


12/14/71 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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b6 | 


Inmate Number 


Attica 

b7C 


Correctional Facility, when advised of the nature and 
purpose of the interview, said that he ha.d told the guards 
when they came for him that he had no reason to talk with 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and it was for 
this reason he had not wanted to come over to the interview 
area . 


stated that he had been 
kt Buffalo and Erie County on 




^ruijad-jOn 


1 

|-_— nninniQ — 

release o| 



conditional 
[stated that after 
of "D" yard the 
inmates in the yard were funneled across "D" tunnel 
through the mid-tunnel doors and into "A" yard. In "A" 
yard, they we re ordered to strip. He supposed this was 
necessary to prevent anyone from concealing anything 
in their clothing. They were then to go into the door 
of '’A 11 tunnel and they proceeded through that portion of 
"A" tunnel into ,! A" block. During this run through half 
"A” tunnel into "A !I cell block, he was struck several 
times on the buttocks and the back and was jabbed at leas 


of 


twice- with the night sticks of the 
this run from 
along the route 
Officers, He sales 
had struck him and 
stated he hud been sore for sometime after being struck, 
but that 'When he was afforded X-rays, no broken bones 
or dislocations were discovered. 


officers. He said during 
i! tunnel into "A” block, he noticed that 
there were both State Troopers and Correction 
K'dn he did not know which of the officers 
he could not identify anyone. He 


anyone who 
thing in writing 
statement. 


said 
h a'd struck h 


that since he could not identify 
m, he saw no point in putting any- 
and he did not wish to furnish any signed 
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_|_ lia a Nearp nale v;ho advised he was born 

_ __j North Carolina. He said he 

is b'2-^'' and weighs Ibb pounds. 


SCO 

Do- 
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Date of transcription. 


12/17/71 



Inmate 


was 


ed.at.tHe Attica Correctional Facility (ACF) 


ias orally advised by SA THOMAS M. SHAUGHNESSY of 
‘igrr^s and, thereafter, read, said he understood and 
signed the Rights and Waiver form. 


|_ |advised that he had been out in the yard 

lifting weights when the riot first started. He said there 
was no place to go and he was approached by a group of 
Negroes to move over into "d" yard, he did so because to 
have resisted the Negroes would have been stupid. He said 
that the white men who were actually involved in the riot 
had to be very few in number and he did not know what impact 
they would have had in connection with the riot. He said 
that of the white men that he was associated with, there 
were maybe thirty to forty who were "stand-up guys" who did 
not go along with the riot or the planners and as a result, 
were in considerable physical danger themselves. He pointed 
out that there were several of the white guys who were 
sympathizers with the Panthers and Muslims and that it was 
pretty tough to know exactly who could be trusted. He said 
the whites had tried to make some plans among themselves to 
either break out from under the Negro domination in "D" yard 
or at least to be able to protect themselves should the 
Negroes turn on their small group. 

_|advised that the situation in "D" yard 

had to be worse than war and he could not actually put the 
situation into words. He said the leaders among the Negroes 
were unbelievable. They did'not seem to care for mother, 
father, children or anything. They were interested solely 
in some of their own fanatical beliefs and he did not even 
think that the uprising could be termed a riot but was more 
in the nature of the beginning of a revolution. He advised 
that the Negroes in the prison yard did not even act like 
men, they acted more like animals. He said these people 
were so anti-everything that "if they asked for a Cadillac 
and you gave it to them, they would break the windows out 
and ask you for a Ford. 1 He said that they were so dirty and 
so lacking in human decency that "you could give them a new 


-54- 
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ESTHER WILLIAMS swimming pool and they would shit in it the 
next day," 

|_]]said that he had never been so scared 

in his life as he was during those four days. He said he 
knew that when authorities came to retake the prison, they 
were not going to come in shaking your hand but he was 
stopped from saying too much about this by some of his 
friends who were afraid that he would be injured by the 
Negro revolutionaries. He said that the negotiating committee 
was trying to speak for all of the prisoners but that this 
was extremely ridiculous. He said those guys who were at 
that table haranging OSWALD and the other observers never 
once discussed any of those propositions with the general 
population in "D" Yard. He said it was his understanding 
that the prisoner HESS had been killed because, after the 
uprising had started, the guys in the yard were asked if 
there was anyone who did not want to go along with thpm and 
HESS sto*d up and said he did not want to. | |said 

after that he never saw HESS again and he learned that '# 

HESS’ throat had been cut. 

| said that he had not really known what 

to do, said he had a baseball bat and a football helmet but 
he did not know who he was supposed to hit and ended up 
sitting with his back to some of the white guys who felt 
they had to sit back-to-back in order to cover themselves 
and prevent the blacks from sticking them in the back. 

_ ladvised that when the first gas was dropped 

he knew that the law was coming in and he got down on that 
ground as close as he could. He said that when the firing 
had stopped, he tried to help a couple of guys that had got 
hit and then he was ordered as were all the prisoners, to go 
from "D" Yard to "A ,! Yard. They were stripped, searched 
and them told to run into "A"Tunnel. He said he had his 
hands behind his head as did all the other prisoners. As 
he went into "A" Tunnel and through it into"A" Block, he 
was hit several times. He said he did not know if he was 
hit by correction officers or the state police. He got a 
couple of blows in the ribs that hurt and he may have 
suffered a broken rib because it hurt for some time and he 
was given a rib belt to wear, 1 ["said that he bore no 
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ill will against any of the correction officers or state 
police and he thought that the blows that the guys had 
taken on the day the riot ended were emotional releases a 

and after what evsnsrimEfaczhad gqne through, he really could 
not blame them. sa id that after this one 

experience, when they were being sent back from the cells 
into the yard, during the first little while after the 
uprising had been quelled, he had not been mistreated in 
any fashion nor had he seen anyone being beaten or mis¬ 
treated physically. He said he personally had no mistreat¬ 
ment of any kind after that time. 

_ Jsald that after spending the four days 

under the domination of those bad Negroes, that he was 
simply grateful to be alive, was glad that the whole mess 
had ended with him alive and hoped he never had to go through 
such a situation ^ver again in his life^ | 1 said 

■that he did not know the identities of any of ^tfie officers 
who had struck him, stating that he had been running and 
was looking where he was going and not looking at any of the 
faces of the officers. He further wanted only, at this 
point, to forget the whole situation like it was a bad 
dream, he did not know the identities of any other inmates 
who might have been hit nor did he know the identities of 
anyone that had witnessed him being struck. He said he 
just wanted to forget the whole thing, he wanted to put 
nothing in writing and did not, in vie w of his i nformation. 

wished to furnish a signed statement, [_] during the 

interview, was determined to be thirty-five years old, 
having been born | 1 He 

is 5"4^'* tall, weighs 159 lbs., has brown hair and brown 
eyes. He wears glasses for reading purposes. 
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I_ I Inmate I_ [ Attica 

Correctional Facility (ACF), advised when he had been out 
In the yard during the Attica Prison riot, he had not 
participated In the uprising Itself In any respect. He 
said that during the riot he had stayed In the yard with 
the group known as the "invalids. 11 I Istated his 

invalid status was due to a cancerous tumor having been 
removed from his throat about nine years before and he 
still went to the Cancer Unit at Roswell Hospital In Buffalo 
for monthly check-ups. He said It was his condition that 
caused the huskiness In his speaking voice. ~ T | ad- 

vlsed that after the law enforcement authorities had re- 
galned control of Attica Prison, they were moved from "D" 

Yard to "A" Yard and then Into "A" Tunnel and Into "A" 

Block. During this movement he got hit once by a man from 
the State Police. This man was In a gray uniform and had 
a helmet on. He said he could not Identify the officer nor 
did he know the Identities of any of the prisoners who were 
moving In the group with him. He said that he did not 
even have glasses on at the time and he could hardly see 
further than the hand In front of his face. [advised 

that there has been no further physical mistreatment-of 
any kind to him nor has he seen or heard of any mistreatment 
to any other Inmates. [ 1advised he knew of the kind 

of information he had and thought it was pointless to put 
it in writing and did not wish to furnish a signed statement. 
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CHARLES B. BEARD. Inmate #23341, Attica 
Correctional Facility (ACF), advised that he wanted it 
understood at the outset of the interview that he had no 
complaint to make against any officer whether it was a 
correctional officer or an outside officer. He had not 
been mistreated by any of them. He said he did get hit on 
the first day of the riot which was Thursday, September 9, 
1971. He said that he, for a period of two to three weeks 
prior to the rint—.haii—been .having words with a prisoner 

by the name ofj_ J After the riot started and 

before BEARD had been forced into the yard. I I had a 

piece of what BEARD thought was some kind of electrical 
conduit, and he had hit BEARD a lick across the head on 
the left side. BEARD said that I I had then run out 

into the yard, knowing that BEARD could not catch him 
out there. BEARD said he did not even go after him. He 
_aai4 |is a "nut" and it was his opinion that 

lhad gone off his rocker for the third time during 


the riot, 


BEARD said that he was a runner that day and had 
taken his worksheet back to the area of the power house. 

He was coming through Time Square and was not even aware 
that anything had taken place until he saw that some inmates 
had correction officers up against the wall in one of the 
tunnels near Time Square. He went on back to "A" Block 

where he was housed at that time. He said he asked other 

fellows in "A" Block what was going on and they said some 
guys started a riot. About that time some other inmates 
carrying iron pipes came through "A" Block and told BEARD 
and the others with him that they would go into "D" Yard 
if they knew what was good for them. BEARD said he was a 
diabetic and as a result, had quite a good food supply 

since on some days when there was too much starch in the 

diet of the prison food, he would not eat it and would go 
back to his cell and eat something from his supply in 
order to keep down his sugar. He had his "swag" bag loaded 
with food and so when the rioters told the other inmates 
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to get into the yard if they knew what was good for 
them, he grabbed his swag bag and went over to "D" 

Yard. He said he had announced to some of his friends 
that he was going to look for a safe place to hole 
up and he and four others took one of the small 
cubicles in "D" Yard where guards normally stood. 

BEARD advised that after the facility 
was retaken by authorities, the inmates were taken over 
into "A" Yard and he was placed with some other 
prisoners who were known diabetics. They were all 
stripped and ordered to lay down and then as their 
turn came, they were ordered to their feet and told to 
proceed through the door into "A" Tunnel from "A'* 

Yard. This door is located approximately one-half 
way between Time Square and "A" cell block. BEARD 
sdid he was trying to observe what was going on and 
he tilted his head a little bit but he had thought it 
unwise to raise his head. He said he saw two or three 
guys that as they went into "A" Tunnel they got hit 
across the ass as they were going in. He said there 
was not enough room in the tunnel for them to get hit 
too hard and he could not tell who was doing the hitting. 
He said when he went in someone along the line said 
"these guys are diabetics" and no one hit them with 
anything. 

BEARD advised that he is doing a term for 
Manslaughter, Second Degree and that he goes to the 
Parole Board on June 8, 1973. 

During the course of the interview, it was 
determined that BEARD was a Negro male, 60 years of age, 
having been born March 28, 1911 at Humboldt, Tennessee. 

He is 5'7" tall and weighs 230 lbs. 

BEARD said that since September 13, 1971, when 
he saw these two or three guys get hit, he had not 
witnessed nor had he heard of any physical mistreatment 
of any prisoners by any officers. He said there was some 
vocal harassment both ways but that was all. 
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BEARD said that his information was of no value 
other than the fact that he had not been hit by an offi¬ 
cer and he was not going to furnish any signed statement 
in that regard. 
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I_ \ Inmate Numbed _| was 

explained the nature and purpose of the interview. He 
was furnished a Eights and Waiver Form which he refused to 
sign. He stated that he would not discuss any matter 
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation unless his attorney 
was present. 
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Inmate Number! 

of the purpose and nature oT ^6he iinterview. 


was advised 


L 


He was furnished 
with a Rights and Waiver form which he read, said he thoroughly 
understood and signed In the presence of the Special Agents (SAs) 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) listed below. 

bald he wasb or r_ 

i New York. He furnished his height as 5*9'/ weight 


b6 
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175 pounds and Indicated he Is In good health. 

On September 13, 1971, he was In "D" yard at the Attica 
Correctional Facility with approximately 400-500 other Inmates 
of that Institution. Approximately 9:36 AM that morning, the 
New York State Police and other Officers entered the yard and 
succeeded In restoring order. All prison Inmates were moved 
into "A” yard where all Inmates were stripped of their 
clothing. Approximately lj? to two hours after the authorities 
gained control of the Institution, the inmates were removed 
from "A" yard back into cells. He proceeded at the direction 
of the authorities, along with other Inmates, Into "A" 
corridor. Upon entering this corridor, he observed uniformed 
officers both of the New York State Police and the Attica 
Correctional Facility stationed in two rows, one on each 
side of the corridor, each row consisting of approximately 
12 officers who were standing three to four feet apart. To 
the best of his recollection, each of these officers held a 
night stick in his hand. As he and the other inmates hurriedly 
moved through these corridors, he received blows from some 
of the offleers*night sticks. He proceeded through "A" 
corridor up to the third floor of "A" block where he was put 
into a cell. In "A” block there were approximately four 
officers stationed on each flight of stairs with night 
sticks. However, he did not see any of those officers administer 
blows with their sticks. After entering his cell, he stated 
that he felt pain from the blows he had received from the 
officers' sticks. He estimated the number of times that he 
was struck at 13-14 times and he received these blows oh his 
back side of his body from the back of his legs up to tne 
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micUpart of his back. He said one of the blows fell on his 
right front shin and one fell on his right hip bone which 
caused a slight laceration. 

He said that he did not recognize any of the New 
York State Police officers or Attica Correctional Facility 
officers who were stationed in the "A n corridor or in the 
"A" block. He said he would be unable to identify any of 
those officers should he be given an opportunity to view them 
either in person or by photograph. He said that he knew 
of no individual who was a witness to the blows he received 
when passing through a corridor. 

The following morning, that is September 14, 1971, 
at about 10:00 AM, a doctor accompanied by two other individuals 
who he learned were school teachers came through the "A" 
block area. He recalled that the doctor had a name 
tag on his chest indicating his name to be f After 

making inquiries as to the extent, if any, of the injuries 
that he had received, the doctor examined his left side 
and stated that he could possibly have a rib fracture and that 
he should be X-rayed, whereupon one of the teachers made a 
notation to that effect. 



Subsequently, on a daily basis other doctors and 
medical teams passed through ”A" block for a daily check 
of the inmates. After order was restored to the institution, 

__]went to sick call at the institution hospital where 

he was X-rayed. 

On October 12, 1971* he returned to his work 
assignment in the metal shop at the institution. 

He said he was never so glad to see anybody in his 
life as he was to see the New York State Police enter the 
"D" yard on the morning of September 13, 1971. He said 
the four days he had spent in that yard prior to September 13, 
1971, were full of apprehension and concern for his physical 
safety and well being. He said he holds no hard feelings 
at all against the New York State Police or the officers of 
the Attica Correctional Facility or any of the authorities 
engaged in restoring order to the facility. 
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On December 9 S 1971 3 EMMETTE COCHRANE,, Chief 
Clerk, ACF, furnished the following information: 

b6 

former inmate of ACF, has been b7C 
Meadows Correctional Facility. 

former inmate of ACF, has been 
transferred to Great Meadows Correctional Facility. 








FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST 


12/17/71 


I_ ! Attica 

CorrectionaljFac llity (ACF), adv ised t hat the i nstitution 

records revealedf _] Inmate ! _] had been 

transferred fr'om Attica to the Great Meadow, New York, 
facility on September 22, 1971. 

-1 lalso. advised that an inmate name d 

_|, had been transferred from Attica to 

the Great Meadow facility on September 18, 1971. 
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Attica, New York 
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_ I_J also known a r[_ _J 

_J was contacted at Room 258, Kenmore Mercy Hospital 

where he is hospitalized for a back injur}* received 
playing handball. furnished the attached signed 

statement. - 


Interviewed on ^ O *, 


- ° 1 -Town- of—Iona wa ada-,—-How dtorfc# -Buffalo 44-59-2- 


AMD j link 
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Town of Tonawanda, New York 
December 15, 1971 


-T.^- 


furaish the following free and 


voluntary statement to 


who have identified themselves to me as Special Agents of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats, promises 
or coercion have been used against me. 


I am a white male. 


We arrived at the Attica Correctional Facility at 
approximately 9:45 AM on September 13, 1971 aid remained < 3 -., 



















outside of the facility until approximately 10:10 AM. At 
that time my squad was ordered into the facility and I set 
..- up my ammunition supply truck in the prison yard directly 
inside the outer wall of the facility in an area to the left 
of the Administration Building as one faces the front entrance 
to the building and approximately 16 yards from a chain-linked 

i 

fence topped with barb-wire, which separated the prison yard 

Xui- 

.from a building approximately §§■ yards on the opposite side 
of the chain-linked fence. 

From the time I entered the facility and set up the 
truck until aporoximatelv 11:00 AM, I was assigned the task 

t ~ 

of distributing ammunition to the company commanders of the 
battalion. It is my understanding that at the time I entered 
the area, the facility was again under the control of the 
prison administration following the insurrection which had 
occurred. 

At 11:00 AM, I had completed my assigned tasks and 
had been assigned no further duties. At this point I was 
free to observe what was happening in the vicinity of my 
location. I observed groups of inmates completely stripped 
being marched from the front entrance to the Administration 
Building, down a sidewalk which runs parallel to the front 
of the Administration Building to the opening in the chain- 
linked fence near which I was located, through the fence and^.^ 
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/ 


making a right hand turn up a sidewalk to the building, 
which was located approximately 30 yards from where I stood 

f * 

and described above. These groups of inmates were then 

marshalled into the building and out of my view. 

Standing along the sidewalk inside the chain-linked 

fence and on the building side of the sidewalk were groups 

of correctibnal officers, numbering at times from as few 

as 5 or 6 to no more than 12 to 15, who continually yelled 

racial slures and obscenities at the inmates as they were 

passing by and additionally utilizing nightsticks in their 

possession, struck the inmates on the shoulders, back, 

buttocks and legs. Tvfcne f^ 

b*«Ha se verify ^ 

* I am unable to identify any of these correctional 

K i d. 

'officers by name or badge number and would not be able to r-ct/ckU 

0iro(.'«yCvK 

identify them by photographic identification or if personally 

viewed by me. «*# 

(eJ 

In the area where the correctional officers were /H-k 
located, a number of prisoners had been carried on stretchers ' 
and had been placed in an area next to the chain-linked 
fence where they received no medical attention for about 
two hours. 

I recall one particular situation where a Black 
inmate was moaning while lying in this area and when ordered 

T-M- 
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to get up by some state troopers, he did not and complained 
that something was severely wrong with his back. A doctor 
was summoned, whose identity I do not know, who turned the. 
man over on his back, ripped his shirt, and after looking 
at the man stated that he was all right. The troopers then 
proceeded to prod the inmate and ordered him to get up. When 

, V . « 

he failed to do so, they half carried him to a truck and 

' J * 

literally threw him into it. The man continued to moan during 
this time. 

At approximately 2:00 PM, I was allowed to go to get 
•something to eat, so X went to a tent set up by the Salvation 

X 

Army in the.immediate vicinity of the entrance to the Adminis¬ 
tration Building. I there engaged in a brief conversation with 
* 

a state trooper, whose name I do not know and who I could not 
identify, and I made the comment upon hearing all the noise 
and confusion coming from both buildings, "Those guys are 
really taking a beating." The state trooper told me that this 
was not true, that the guards and law enforcement officers 
were banging their nightsticks against the walls to frighten 
the inmates and keep them under control as they were moving 
from one place to another. The state trooper then told me 
to go into the Administration Building and see for myself. 

I entered the Administration Building and went into the lobby 
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and started to go down the open hallway into the cell block, 
areas but the tear gas was so strong that I decided against 
it. I went to a drinking fountain in the lobby, got a drink 
of water and while I was standing at the drinking fountain I 
observed some state troopers, whom I could not identify, leading 
a Black inmate out of the cell block area.. They stopped in the 

* j ». ' 

lobby area at which time the troopers and others standing 
in the area made a number of racial siures and obscenities 
to the inmate. The inmate was proded with nightsticks in the 
troopers possession and being completely naked at one point 
prior to exiting t’he building, had a nightstick shoved into his 
rectal area. I then exited the building and returned to my 
duty station at the truck. 

Upon my return to the vicinity of the truck, I was 
curious as to what was occurring in the building on the 
opposite side of the chain-linked fence into which the inmates 
were being led. I had continually heard banging and shouting 
and yelling throughout the duration of my assignment in that 
area and so I walked a few feet away from the truck in order 
to have a view into the entrance of the building. 

Throughout the two periods of time I was in this 
area, I had overheard the correctional officers pointing out 
individuals inUie group of prisoners that they recognized— 
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and informing others to the effect that "Here comes _ 

the names of any of the prisoners I do not recall, at which 
time these prisoners were struck with the nightsticks as they 
walked past the group. 

From this position I overheard a shout of "Here 

comes that fucking __," I did not hear the name, which 

alerted many,'■to the arrival of another prisoner. I observed 
some of the correctional officers who had been standing 

along the sidewalk inside the chain-linked fence rush into 

\ 

the building at this point. As the prisoner entered the 

building, I observed four or five correctional officers 

strike the man with their nightsticks about the body, at which 

X vf ' 

time he dropped to his knees. H"further observed one or more 

of the correctional officers striking the man while he was 

.r j 

down and kicking at him. In addition, he - observed another 
attack on an inmate in the building. After he had identified 
himself as a Muslim and after some verbal exchange had occurred 
between inmate and correctional officers, the inmate was struck 
with nightsticks about the body and was kicked at by the correc 
tional officers. 

None of the inmates I observed while at the Attica 


Correctional Facility are known to me and I could not identify 
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any of them from a photographer could I identify any of them 
if I observed them personally. 

r 

I returned to the area of my truck and remained 
in that area until approximately 4:15 PM, at which time my 
unit was ordered out of the facility, 
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Correction Officer, Attica 

Correctional Facility {/ 

\CF). advised 

that when he personally 

went 

to get L 

Inmate[ 

1 to bring to the inter- 

view 

area for Interview 

by the FBI, l. 

Jrefused to leave 


the cell stating he did not wish to discuss anything with the 
FBI. When informed by | ~"| that he should convey this 

message to the FBI himself ,f ]said he did not desire to 

get dressed, come downstairs and then come back upstairs 
just to tell the FBI he did not want to talk to them. 


Inmate 


stated that when he went to get [__ 

""^told him that he was not -going to 


1 


discuss anything with the FBI and he did not need to tell 
any FBI people that personally sincef 
message to him. - 


could convey the 


Interviewed on 12/14/71 at Attica, New York File # Buffalo 44-592 

SAs CARL E. UNDERHILL and THOMAS 
by _M. SHAUGHNESSY/CEU: cap _ Dote dietotec< 12/15/71 
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Attica Inmate Numberl 


Attica Correctional facility (ACF), after having executed the 
Righ ts and Waiver form advised that he was currently incarcerated 
on af 
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^advised 


that prior go the uprising at Attica he had served as the 


Sinc e the uprising, he has been relieved 

of that job. j_ j said that when the riot first started 

on September 9, 1971, he was in the reception area and was 
not involved in any part of the uprising. He stayed in 
the area for two days and there were about eight other 
prisoners with him in the area. One of the other inmates 
became panicky and hearing that the riotous inmates were 
in the tunnels, became alarmed that the rioters would come 
through the tunnels to kill those non-participants who were 
in the reception area. These inmates became panicky and 
it was necessary then for the facility authorities to send 
them up to "C !l Block which was in control of the prison 
authorities. He spent the next two days in "C" Block and 
then September 13, 1971 was also spent in "C" Block since 
the prisoners were locked in all day. 


_ |said that on September 14, 1971, since 

he had no^E participated in the riot and since he was known 
to many of/ the prisoners and guards, he was given a clean-up 
detail in/'C” Block. He was down on the first level and 
was sweeping and swabbing and he was near the "C" tunnel 
coming from Time Square. He said he could see perhaps 
20 ft. into the tunnel from where he was standing when three 
guys came down the tunnel. They were being prodded with 
sticks and slapped on the ass and the back of their legs 
and on their back. He said they were both black and white 
inmates and he could not recall whether there were two 
blacx and one white or two white and one black. He said 
that he saw the first guy take two or three blows from the 
nightstick. He does not know how many blows the second or 
third guys took. When asked if he knew the individuals who 
had been struck, he said no nor did he know the officers. 
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said that he did not know the date but 
he was on tne wor*k detail and worked maybe two days over 
in the "A" Block area. He never got in "A"Block itself but 
he was assigned to a wheelbarrow and he hauled stuff out of- 
that area which could only have come from "A"Block. He said 
he did not know what criteria had been placed on the material 
that was to be hauled out. He said he later learned that 
material which was hauled out was that of a security nature 
as well as that material which had been pulled out by 
inmates and was not identifiable as to ownership. He said 
that normal books would be identifiable since they would 
bear a prison stamn and the name of the prisoner to whom 
it belonged. [Jsaid that it was his opinion that 
some of the material which was hauled out could have and 
should have been saved but that he could understand perhaps 
part of the rationale of the prison authority as to security 
and more particularly as to the space problem since it was 
necessary to assign three men to a cell after "B" and "D" 
Blocks were rendered non-usable when the locking devices 
were destroyed in view of other general conditions there. 


continued that in this regard some of the 
material fr^ffi C - ’' Block was also hauled out at least on the 
second level and from part of the second level. 


!_Istated that on one other occasion he ob¬ 

served some physical harassment of inmates. He explained 
that he was asked if he wanted to work helping clean up "A" 
Yard and he said yes. So, he along with some of the other 
prisoners, whose identities he did not now recall, were sent 
down , 'B’"Tunnel towards Time Square. When they were about 
two-thirds of the way from "B" Block to Time Square they 
were stopped as there were prisoners coming down "A" 

Tunnel towards Time Square and they were being sent to 
there, thereafter, through "C" Tunnel towards "C" Block. 

He said he would estimate maybe there were fifteen prisoners 
who were on the run and they were being prodded and "slapped 
on the as^’again by guys in "A" Tunnel. When the inmates 
reached Time Square they then proceeded at a slower pace 
into "C 05 Tunnel and were not harassed further. When the 
presence of his group was noticed by the officers in "A" 
Tunnel, they Just seemed to melt away and were no longer 
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visible. | said that he could not, due to the distance 

and looking rnrnugh the bars, identify any of the officers 
nor any of the prisoners. He stated he did not know 
whether the officers were from the State Police or were 
Correction Officers. He said that it was his understanding 
that the State Police had stayed on the grounds at Attica 
for quite a few days after the riot was over. | | 

advised that he had not observed any physical mistreatment 
of any inmates since September 22, 1971. He said that there 
were- of course, other means of harassing prisoners but none 
of them was of a physical nature. He pointed out as an 
example that one guard might have a desire to shake some 
prisoners up by banging on the bars or on the wall. He said 
if you happen to be asleep in a cell when anybody banged 
on the bars cf your cell or an adjacent one, it could be 
very unnerving. He said also that another means of harass¬ 
ment was just to withhold from the prisoners something they 
requested and he used the example of anyone who wanted a cup 
of coffee in the evening. He pointed out that there was 
no hot water in the cells and so the guards would bring hot 
water and if they had a gripe on at someone, they just would 
not give that i nmate anv hot water and he could do without 
his hot coffee. | 1pointed out that as a matter of 

fact, there could be a lot of harassment both ways and the 
prisoners did, in fact, call the guards by many names. 


| | reiterated that he could not identify any 

officers or Inmates either for that matter and in either 
of the Insta nces th at he had described. He said that he 
would definitely if he could because he had gotten sore at 
the prison people because when stuff was removed from the 
cells. he lost some glasses and some hobby material. 

[_]continued that since he could not identify the 

officers, inmates, nor did he have any idea as to which 
other inmates had witnessed anything,he had seen, he saw no 
point in putting his information in writing and making a 
signed statement. 

The following is a description as obtained through 

interview: 


Name 
Inmate # 
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Sex 

Race 

Date of Birth 


Age 


Place of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 


Wife 


Male 


Whit p 


5 t T5 tt 

160 lbs. 
Brown 
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Hazel 
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On December 13, 1971, EMMETTE COCHRANE, Chief 
Clerk, ACF, furnished the following information: 


1 I, a former inmate of ACF, was 

transferred subsequent to September 13, 1971 to the New 
York Cltv area in order- to be availab le for trial. J < I 

Tombs Prison in New York City in 1970. 

The r -Hew_York Office has been requested to locate 
and interview!,_ J. 

On Dec ember 13, 1971, Mr. COCHRANE advised that 
I a former inmate of ACF, was paroled on 

to the New York City area. 


The New York Office has been requested to locate 
and interview !' [ 


« i 
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C. FACTS SURROUNDING 'THE DEATH OF 

ELLIOTT JAMES BARKLEY* ALSO KNOWN 
AS L. D. BARKLEY 
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Attica Correctional 


Facility, 'aavisea that record's of the Correctional Facility 
reveal that inmate BARKLEY, Inmate Number 25861, was received 
at Attica Correctional Facility on July 24, 1970 as a parole 
violator. His records further show that he was received under 
the name ELLIOTT JAMES BARKLEY, also known as L, D. BARKLEY 
and that he was born as ELLIOTT PRESCOTT, 


b6 
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BARKLEY was transferred from Attica to Elmira 
Correctional Facility on October 16, 1970 and then was returned 
from Elmira to Attica on November 20, 1970. His records closed 
out with the notation, "Death - No » y ^ m te e - r ^l3, 1971. 


stated that BARKLEY had originally been 


sentenced on September 9, 1968 by Judge JOHNJ, CONWAY, JR. 
from MonroeCounty, New York and had been sentenced to four 
years at Elmira Correctional Facility as a Youthful Offender. 
He was paroled on January 20, 1970 and then after he was 
declared a Parole Violator was sent to Attica as previously 
noted. 


said the record indicated the following 
description Tor BARKLEY; 
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Name 

ELLIOTT JAMES BARKLEY 

Aliases 

L, D„ BARKLEY, born as 
ELLIOTT PRESCOTT 

Sex 

Male 

Race 

Negro 

Birth 

March 1, 1950 
Rochester, New York 

Height 

6'2" 

Weight 

168 lbs. 


Interviewed on 


12/13/71 Attica, New York 


. at. 


, File # 


Buffalo 

44-392 


by 


SAs THOMAS M. SHAUGH NESSY and 
CARL E. UNDERHILL/CEU;pmg -85- 


Date dictated 


12/14/71 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Hair 

Eyes 

Religion 

Military 

Service 

Social Security 
Account Number 
Mother 


Black 
Maroon 
Muslim 


U, S. Army 

June 26, 1967 to November 22, 
1967 (Undesirable Discharge) 


made available a photograph of BARKLEY. 
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Dote of transcription 


12/20/71 


ANTHONY SIMONETTI, Assistant Attorney General, 
New York State, furnished the following information; 


SIMONETTI reiterated the 'information that he had 
furnished relative to the retaking of the institution in 
relation to the death of former inmate THOMAS HICKS. The 
investigation by SIMONETTI’s organization relative to 
BARKLEY'S death reflects the following; information; 

BARKLEY’S corpse was found in "D" yard approx¬ 
imately 15-20 feet from the southwest comer of that area. 

An inmate witness will testify before the local Grand Jury, 
currently impaneled in Warsaw, Hew York, to the effect that 
he saw r BARKLEY with a bladed weapon w r hen shot and killed. 

This inmate will then be transferred to another institution. 
His identity must remain undisclosed at this time in order 
to protect his life. Extreme precautionary measures have 
been taken to protect this inmate’s identity along with the 
identity of a number of other inmates who will testify before 
this local Grand Jury, 


Over 1,500 


m 


Jt -V ^ 


japons were confiscated by the New York 
(NYCr) in "3" yard after the 1 retaking of the 
institution on*September 13, 1971. None of these weapons 
have specifically been connected with the body of BARKLEY 
but several weapons were located immediately adjacent to his 
corpse. 


SIMONETTI reiterated the fact that the crime scene 
search was conducted under extreme conditions. There were 
42 dead bodies along with many other wounded prisoners and 
Correction Officers. The tear gas permeated the ax;.ea for 
hours after the retaking of the institution. The primary 
issue was securing the prison and the secondary issue was b6 
ascertaining the exact position of the bodies. b7C 


_ SIMONETTI’a investigation has ascertained that 

_ } an ACE Correction Officer, saw BARKLEY hit 

by a bullet a± arm-roxjmatplv 9;46 AM on September 13, 1971 • 
At this time,|__was on the catwalk of "D ,! yard. 


12/9/71 Attica, New York_ F . le # Buffalo 44-592 


•87 • 

SA THOMAS M, SHAUOHKESSY;sal 


Dote dictated 


12/15/71 
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_ sat _ 

_|left the catwalk and entered 

few minuteso At approximately 9i55 AM 
viewed BARKLEY'S corpse„ BARKLEY was 
BARKLEY had no visible wounds on the front of hxs body. I 

rolled BARKLEY over, saw a bullet wound in BARKLEY'S . 1 

Tjack, ana determined that BARKLEY was dead. 1 

b6 " 
b7C 

after 10:00 AM on September 1R« 1971 and personally viewed 1 

BAR KLE Y 1 s corpse . has advised SUlONETTI' s group I 

that he j knew BARKLEY personally and administered the . . V | 

last rites to BARKLEY's corpse shortly after 10:00 AM. 1 


SIMOBETTI's investigation has further developed that 


yard shortly after it was retaken Dy the iMXOP. 
best estimate was that he was in "D" yard shortly 


”D” yard in the next 
,[ [personally 

lying on his back. 


b6 
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The investigation by SIM0HETTI 5 s organization has 
reflected that there was blood around the'corpse of BARKLEY, 


^ ^ a r> t\ t> ~rr tw f 

XV'-' Mdapwu «WO . J- '-'U.IaU. a.ii 


kj Id nil ’h*? o 


Moo n nn c* 
w --—’ 


were found immediately adjacent to BARKLEY*s body. 
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Dote of transcription. 


12/21/71 


Mr. ARTHUR 0. EVE, 14 Celtic Place, Buffalo. New 
York. was interviewed in the presence of Attornoy f ] 

i l at the Buffalo Office of the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation. Mr. EVE had requested the presence of Attorney 
[stating that the policy has been adopted wherein 
in order to protect the rights of prison inmates in regard 
to the Attica situation, all interviews by investigating 
officials of witnesses such as himself will be conducted in 
the presence of their attorney. 


Mr. EVE was advised by SA| | 

that the FBI was conducting an inquiry into various aspects 
involving retaking of Attica Correctional Facility (ACF) 
and its aftermath. 


Mr. EVE stated he is a New York State Assembly- 
man, having been elected to such office from Buffalo, 

New York. 

Mr. EVE advised that from the. time of the Attica 
uprising on September 9, 1971 until the retaking of the ACF 
on SeplemDer 13 , he was a member of the negotiating 

team who met With the Inmates on a daily basis during this 
time. During the course of these negotiations, Mr. EVE's 
attention was closely drawn to one of the inmate negotiators, 
one L. D. BARKLEY. Mr. EVE said he had never met L. D. 
BARKLEY prior to these negotiations and to the best of his 
recollection, he so met him during same on six or seven 
occasions. He said BARKLEY was most notable ^n that he 
was a fine orator and one of the primary leaders of the 
inmate negotiating group. He stated that BARKLEY 'was one 
of the inmate negotiators who remained adamant in the case 
of several demands including a demand for transfer of the 
inmates out of the United States to a "non-imperialistic 
country." 

He recalls he last saw L. D. BARKLEY during nego¬ 
tiations which took place within the ACF on Sunday, September 
12, 1971. 


Interviewed on_ 2 . 2/20 


SAfJ 


by_ 


.01_Buff a 1 q . New York- 

] and 

__Dote dictated 


DJD:sal 
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Mr. EVE continued that during the early morning 
hours of September 13* 1971* he and other members of the 
observer-negotiations group were in an office near the 
prison superintendent's office in the Administration Building 
of the facility. He and the others remained within this 
room during the period when State Police and other officers 
regained control of the prison, which assault lasted until 
shortly after 10:00 AM that day. Around 11:00 AM that 
morning, Mr. WALTER DURBAR, Deputy Commissioner of Corrections, 
New York State, addressed Mr. EVE and the group providing 
them with a briefing regarding the specific results of re¬ 
taking of the facility. This briefing lasted about 20 minutes 
to a half hour at the conclusion of which Mr. EVE and members 
of the New York State Legislature, who were present at that 
time, were taken on a walking tour of the prison interior. 

This groun of legislators included THOMAS LA FALCE, DOMINICK 
DI CARLO, JAMES MC FARLAND, HERMAN BADILLO, ROBERT GARCIA, 
a Mr. MC GOWAN. JAMES EMERY and several others. This group, 
led by Mr. DUNBAR, proceeded into the prison proper through 
"A” cell block and out onto the catwalk area, which is atop 
the raised tunnels which separate the four cell block yards. 

As the group was almost at the intersection of these four 
corridors (which is the section is known as "Times Square"), 
the group stopped and Mr. DUNBAR described to them the killing 
of hostages that morning at this "Times Square'.' intersection. 

As the group was standing there, Mr. EVE looked)down into "A" 
block prison yard.. He observed within the yard a group of 
about twenty inmates standing in a line naked with their hands 
clasped upon their heads. This group was located approximately 
in the center of the yard. He further observed four individuals 
clothed in prison garb lying on the ground of "A" block yard 
about ten feet from the raised corridor upon which he was 
standing and slightly to his rear. 

As Mr. EVE looked at this group of four men, he 
estimated that the direct line distance to them from where 
he was situated would be approximately twenty feet. These 
individuals were lying with their heads near one another and 
their feet pointed outward, each person about 90 degrees from 
the other, thus forming a sort of "star." He particularly 
noticed one of these four individuals, the one with his feet 
pointing toward the Administration Building in a southerly 
direction, as being L. D. BARKLEY. He stated these four men 
were not moving and were lying on their stomachs. Because of 
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the position in which BARKLEY v was lying, Mr. EVE could 
only see the left side of his face and a portion of the 
back of his head. Mr. EVE could not state whether the 
other three individuals were black or white but he believes 
they were probably black. Ke could not recall if they were 
bound nor apparently injured in any manner but did state 
that BARKLEY could not have had his hands clasped upon 
his head because if he were to be in this position, Mr. 

EVE does not believe he could have seen any portion of his 
face. 


While continuing to stand there and observing 
the above group of men on the ground, EVE advised that he 
asked WALTER DURBAR if those men are prisoners and are . 
they dead. Mr. DURBAR replied to him that the men are 
definitely alive and that those four had been identified as 
inmates who had committed crimes against the hostages. EVE 
continued that,he then directed the attention of fellow New 
York State Assemblyman ROBERT GARCIA (Bronx, New York), to 
these four men and stated to GARCIA to the effect, "There's 
L, D." He believes that GARCIA replied something to the 
effect, "How can you be sure, his head is pointed down." 


In regard to his identification of the individual 
lying on the ground as being L» D. BARKLEY, Mr*EVE was asked 
whether he was positive of this identification to such an 
extent that if, theoretically, he were the victim of an 
attack and L. D. BARKLEY his assailant whether he would be 
able to make a positive identification in court based upon 
his viewing in above manner in the prison yard. Mr. EVE 
could not specifically reply to this question and stated, 

"To the best of my knowledge and belief, the person 'I' saw 
lying on the ground was L. D. : BARKLEY." 


Mr. EVE continued that he was not aware that L. D. 
BARKLEY was reported as having been -during the retaking 

of ACF until several days later whe 


was attending a 
During the 


black civil rights function in New York City, 
course of this function, he was advised that L. D. BARKLEY was 
reported killed during the assault upon the fecllitv on the 


morning of September 13, 1971, at which time|^_|related 

to those standing about him that this could not be so in 
that he had observed L. D. BARKLEY alive sometime around noon 
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of that day in "A" yard of the prison. Mr. EVE said the 
above function was being given press coverage and through 
this incident, the press became aware of his reported 
viewing of BARKLEY alive and the inconsistency with official 
reports of BARKLEY'S death. 


Mr„ EVE was questioned as to whether it has come 
to his attention through any manner whatsoever that any 
other individuals are in a position to furnish information 
regarding either the killing of L. D. BARKLEY or his being 
alive during the latter morning hours of September 13, 1971. 
Mr. EVE replied that only one individual has come to his 
attention in this regard and he related as follows: 


About 

1971, Mr. EVE w 
and other offic 
being so that h 
inmates were be 
a cell block, a; 

called 

to ld EVE in the 
officials, that 
did not 


two or three weeks following September 13, 
as being afforded a *tour of ACF by a lieutenant 
ers of the guard, the purpose of this tour 
e (Mr. EVE) could satisfy pirnself that the 
ing properly treated. As ne was passing Uiruugh 
n inmate known to_ him for years, onef 1 

to EVE from his cell as they were passing. He 
presence of the prison lieutenant and the other 
he,| 


statement. 


had seen L. D. BARKLEY alive, 
furnish further specifics in addition to this 


(At this point of the interview ,! 
advised that he has been retained to represent lnma.t e| 

[ and in the event any interview concerning the above 
situation is desired by the FBI, he requested that he be 

contacted beforehand. I ___Jsaid that during his next 

interview wit I] [ he I’/ill obtairT H thoughts toward 

providing any such informatics 1 - [ further stated 

that as of the present time, j_Remains incarcerated in 

the special detention facilities at the ACE). 


Mr. EVE provided further information as follows: 


While standing on the catwalk overlooking "A" 
block yard as described above, he further observed a naked 
individual lying on his back across a small brown table in 
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[ 


the courtyard* This table was located ten or twelve feet 
from the corridor upon which EVE was standing directly to 
the north of the four men lying on the ground. The table 
was further located about midway between the four men and 
the northern extremity of "A" yard. EVE immediately recog¬ 
nized the In dividua l lying on this table as being inmate 

_Jhad been the primary inmate escort for 

EVITancTfEe other negotiators during their visits within the 
prison its elf prior to retaking of the facility. He said 
that[ _ did not appear to be in jured ir?, wri: 


what struck him as odd was that as 


V.f.4- 

<-U-w 


J 


requested to comment as to any 


Mr. EVE was 
significance he placed upon 


] 


this situation and he state d that he is at a comp3 <=>+•< 


to do so* He did state thai| _ 


1 o 


said that he has seenf 


j UVE 

on several occasions since 


the retaking of the facility on Sept ember, 1 ?. 1971 and it 

hai 


sex 

has never come.to his attention that |has been injured or 

complained of mistreatment at the hands of any officials.. 


Mr. EVE was asked whether he could provide any 
information regarding any acts of brutality by any officials 
at the ACFj which he feels should be brought to the attention 
of the FBI at this time. Mr. EVE stated he could not do so. 

« i 
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On December 9 , 1971* EMMETTE COCHRANE, Chief 
Clerk, ACF, advised that he had searched the files of the 
following-listed inmates and could locate no further medical 
records pertaining to these individuals other than those 
records previously furnished to the FBI. Mr. COCHRANE 
specifically reviewed these records to locate if any informa¬ 
tion was available relative to any medical treatment'of the 
below-listed individuals subsequent to September 13* 1971: 
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SECTION 7 


A. POLICE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 
ON SEPTEMBER 13, 1971_ 
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Dole of Ironscriplion_ 


12/20/71 


Captain 


fowl] 


furnished the following information: 


Hew York State Police, 


He was in command during the time from September 9 
through September 13, 1971 when the Attica Correctional 
Facility (ACF) was taken over by the inmates. He was in 
command of the retaking of the institution by the New York 
State Police (NYSP) on the morning of September 13, 1971* 


1_|had requested authorities of both his 

organization and the New York State Correction Institution 
to have all radio broadcasts taped. However, there were 
so many other items taking priority that no taping nor 
recording of any of the radio communications on the morning 
of September 13, 1971 were made. 
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 
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UNSUBS, Correctional Officers, 
Attica Correctional Facility, 

Attica (Wyoming County), New York; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - Inmates of Attica 
SUMMARY PUNISHMENT 
CIVIL RIGHTS 




Rerep of SA THOMAS K. SHAUGIINE3SY dated 12/21/71 at 

Buffalo. 
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UTWTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Buffalo, New York 
December 30, 1971 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 
ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK: 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA 
SUMMARY PUNISHMENT 

CIVIL RIGHTS _ 


On December 30, 1971, United‘States Attorney 
H. KENNETH SCHROEDER, JR., Western District of New York, made 
available a copy of a complaint filed in United States District 
Court. Southern District of New York, in the case captioned 
"Inmates of Attica Correctional Facility, et al., Plaintiffs, 
vs. NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER: RUSSELL G. OSWALD, et al., Defendants," 
Civil Action File No. 71CIV5571. Notice of this action was 
received in Mr. SCHROEDER’s office on December 28, 1971. 

The relief sought by the action, in summary, includes 
the following: 

(1) A court order requiring New York State to 
appoint an impartial State Prosecutor and State 
Judge for an independent and impartial investiga¬ 
tion and prosecution of the defendants in the 
action. 

(2) A court order pursuant to 42 U.S. Code, 

Sections 1987 and 1989, requiring the United 
States Magistrate and the United States Attorney 
for the Western District of New York to investi¬ 
gate, arrest, and prosecute the named defendants 
for violation of Section 18, U.S. Code, Sections 
24l and 242. 

(3) To enjoin the defendants from administering 
the prison system of New York State and placing 
New York State prison system under Federal 
receivership. 

There follows hereafter a copy of the complaint filed 
in this case. 


• /i.-sd cuisine you., agency. 















UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OP NEW YORK 


INMATES OF ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY. 


behalf of themselves and al l other ! 

persons similarly situated; j \ J 

Ikmate of Green Haven Correctional j 

Facility, on behalf of himself and all ; 

nj-her Inmatpc clmngyl'i gi-t-naf-orj ._. 

I l ALLSH DURHAM; ARTHUR 0. SVE, . i 

individually, and as Assemblyman; • 

Plaintiffs, | 

- against - • 

NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER, individually and • 

as Governor of the State of New York; : 

RUSSELL G. OSWALD, individually and as : 

Commissioner of Correctional Services of : 
the States of New York; WALTER E. DUNBAR, :, 
individually and as Executive Deputy ; 

Commissioner of the•Department of - 

Correctional Services of the State of : 

New York; VINCENT R. MANCUSI, Individually el¬ 
and as Su perintendent of Attica Correctional . 
Facility;] I individually : 

I _l State Police of : 

New York ■/ ) _J • 

individually |_ 1 State ; 

of New York; ROBERT E. FISCHER, individually,: 
as Special Prosecutor and as Deputy . 

Attorney General; LCUIS .LEFKOWITZ, : 

individually and as Attorney General of : 

New York; JUDGE CARMAN F. BALL, individually : 
and as a judge of the State Supreme Court; : 
H. KENNTH SCHROEDER, JR., individually and : 
as United States Attorn^/ for the Western ; 
District of New York; EDMUND MAXWELL, ; 

individually and as United States Magistrate : 
for the Western District of New York; HARRY : 
D.G0LDMAN, individually and as Presiding : 

Justice of the Appellate Division, Supreme : 

Court, Fourth Department; LOUIS JAMES, : 

individually and as Distirct Attorney of : 

Wyoming County, : 

Defendants. : 


INDEX NO. 7/ (us 5S7J 



. CCLIPLAErNT- CLASS 
ACTION . 





x 


Plaintiffs, by their attorneys, as and for their 
complaint, allege that: 
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I. PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 


X. This is a class action brought on behalf of inmates 
present at Attica Correctional Facility (hereinafter "Attica") on 
September 13, 1971 and other plaintiffs named herein, pursuant 
to 1)2 U.S.C. £1983; to compel the State of New York to institute 
criminal prosecutions against Nelson A. Rockefeller, Russell G. 
Oswald, Vincent R. Mancusi, Walter E. Dunbar, certain State 
Police, certain Corrections Officers and any other state officers 
who, on or about September 13, 1971, and continuing until the date 
of the filing of this complaint, committed, conspired to commit, 
or aided and abetted in the commission of crimes against inmates 
and guards at Attica, including murder, manslaughter, assault, 
menacing, reckless endangermer.t, and larceny. The duty upon the 5 
State of New York to prosecute the aforesaid defendants and other 
state officers guilty of crimes at Attica was annunciated in 
Inmates of Attica Corretlonal Facility v. Rockefeller, Docket Nos* 
71-1931, 71-1994 (December 1, 197i) (Mansfield,- J.). 

Plaintiffs herein, in order to protect their civil rights, 
request this Court to require the State of New York to submit a 
plan for the independent and impartial investigation and prosecu¬ 
tion of charges against defendants herein and othei^ state officers 
who committed crimes against inmates and guards at Attica. The 
.relief sought in this respect is comparable to that granted by 
Judge Judd in Valvano v. McGrath, 70 Civ. 1390 (E.D.N.Y., Nov. 11, 
1971). 

2.’ This action also seeks to compel federal prosecutions of 
the defendants and other state officers who, on or about September 
13, 1971, and continuing until the date of the filing of this 
complaint, violated the criminal laws of the United States, 18 
U.S.C. §§241 and 242, by depriving the inmates .and guards at 
Attica of life, liberty and property without due process of law. 

This action seeks and order pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 631987 and 1989 ' 

requiring the United States Magistrate and the United States Attor-^ 










• • 

ney for the Western District of New York to investigate, arrest 
and institute prosecutions against the defendants and other state 
officers who committed federal crimes against the inmates and 
guards at Attica. • 

3. This action also seeks a declaratory Judgment pursuant 

> 

to 28 U.S.C. 802201 and 2202 declaring that Nelson A. Rockefeller, 
Russell G. Oswald, Vincent R. Mancusi and Walter E. Dunbar are 
unfit to administer Attica and other prisions in New York State 
because, in administering the prison system and, particularly, 
in quelling the Attica uprising, they violated or aided and 
abetted in the violation of the civil rights of inmates and guards, 
in contravention of the Constitution and of *12 U.S.C. §81983, 1985 
and 1986. Further, this action seeks to permanently enjoin defendant 
Rockefeller and other defendants named herein from administering 
Attica and other State Prisons because of their continuing 
mistreatment of inmates, and requests that the New York Stqte , 
prison system be placed in Federal Receivership to protect inmates 
from further violations of their civil rights. 

•II. JURISDICTION 

**. Jurisdiction is conferred on this Court by 28 U.S.C. 
SSIS'GG) and 1361. 

* 

III. VENUE 

5. This action is brought in the Southern District of 
New York pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§1391(b) and 1392(a). 

IV. CLASS ACTION ALLEGATIONS 

6. Plaintiff inmates at Attica and other state prisons 
bring this action on their own behalf, and on behalf of all other 
persons similarly situated pursuant-to Rule 23(b)(2), Federal 
Rules of Civil Procedure. Defendants have acted on grounds 
generally applicable to the class, thereby making appropriate 
final injunctive relief with respect to the class. 


; Vr* 

* vi 
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7. - Plaintiffs represent a class of inmates who were present 
at Attica prior to and during the events of September 9-14, 1971. 
This class contains over 2,000 people. The number of people in 
the class is so numerous as to make Joinder impracticable. This 
class contains two subclasses: those inmates still incarcerated 
at Attica and thos inmates transferred after the uprising from 
Attica to Green Haven Correctional Facility. 

8. Plaintiffs can fairly and adequately protect the interests 
of the class. Plaintiffs are represented by attorneys at the Center 
for Constitutional Rights who have experience in the area of 
constitutional litigation. Plaintiffs know of no conflicts of 
interest among members of the class. 

9. Plaintiffs' claims are typical of the claims of the 
class. There are questions of law and fact common to the class, 

to wit: whether certain defendants committed crimes against inmates 
at Attica; whether these defendants and other state officers , 
should be prosecuted for those crimes; and whether defendants 
Rockefeller, Oswald, Dunbar and Mancusi are fit to administer 
Attica and other state prisons. 

. 10. The questions of law and fact common to the members of ’ 
the class predominate over any questions affecting only individual 
members. A class action is superior to other available means for 
the fair and efficient adjudication of the controversy. Plaintiffs 
know of no interest of members of the classes in individually 
controlling separate actions. Plaintiffs know of no difficulties 
likely to be encountered in the management of a c3,ass action. 


V. PARTIES 


A. Plaintiffs 

11. Plaintiffs 






are citizens of the United 


States presently imprisoned at Attica. They had crimes committed 
against them by certain of the defendants and other officers of 






the State of New York. ' Thor sue on behalf of themselves and 
other inmates similarly situated. 

'1 

is a citizen of the United 


12 . 


States presently incarcerated at Green Haven Correctional Facility. 
He was at Attica when the events alleged in this complaint occurred 
and was subjected to the criminal conduct of the defendants and 
other state officers. He sues on behalf of himself and other in¬ 
mates transferred from Attica to Green Haven. 


13. 


is 

a citizen of the 

United States. 



sues individually 



Allen Durham, a citizen of 

the United States, 


' who was murdered at Attica by reason of the wrongful actions of 
defendant Nelson A. Rockefeller and other state officers. She 
sues to compel prosecution of those defendants responsible for 


the murderi 


14. Plaintiff Arthur 0. Eve, a New York State Assembly- 

. x 

man, is a citizen of the United States, residing in Buffalo, New"- 

t * 

York. He sues individually, as a member of the State Assembly 
and as a member of the State Subcommittee on Prisons, to compel 
prosecution of thb defendants and other state officers responsible 
for the commission of crimes at Attica. 

B. Defendants 

-«►' *. 

15- Defendant Nelson A. Rockefeller is the Governor of 

the State of New York. He is a citizen of the United States and 

a resident of Y/estchester County, New York. He is sued 

individually and as Governor. 

16. Defendant Russell G. Oswald is the Commissioner of 
Correctional Services for the State of New York. He is a citizen 
of the United States with offices in Albany, New York. He is 
sued individually and as Commissioner. 

17. Defendant Walter E. Dunbar is Executive Deputy 
Commissioner of the State Department of Correctional Services. 

He is a citizen of the United States with offices in Albany, 

New York. He is sued individually and as Deputy Commissioner. 












18. Defendant Vincent Mancusi Is the Superintendent of 
Attica. He is a citizen of the United States and a resident of 
Wyoming County, New York. He is sued individually and as 
Superintendent. 

19. Defendant Captain in the New 

York State Police. He is a citizen of the United States with 
cfflces in Batavia, New York. He is sued individually and in his 

capacity as an officer. He is also sued as a representative of 
all members of the New York State Police who took part in the 
Attica massacre. 

20. Defendant Louis James is the District Attorney of 
Wyoming County. He is a citizen of the United States with 
offices in Wyoming County. He is sued individually and in his 

o 

capacity as District Attorney. 

21. Defendant Robert E. Fischer is a Deputy Attorney 
General of the State of New York, appointed by Nelson A. 
Rockefeller as a special prosecutor. He is a citizen of the 
United States wHjh temporary offices at Attica. lie Is sued 
individually and as special prosecutor. 

22. Defendant Carman F. Ball is a Judge of the New York 
State Supreme Court. He is a citizen of the United States and 
is now presiding over tie Special Term of the SupVeme Court in 
Wyoming County. He is sued individually and in his capacity 
as Judge. 

23. Defendant H. Kenneth Schroeder, Jr. is the United 
States Attorney for theWestern District of New York. He is a 
citizen of the United States with offices in Efi'e County. He 
is sued individually and in his capacity as United States 
Attorney. 

2H . Defendant Edmund Maxwell is a Jhited States Magistrate 
for the Western District of New York. He is a citizen of the 
United States with offies in Erie County-. He is sued individually 
and in his capacity as Magistrate. 

A 
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New York 

State Police, Correction Officers, Troopers, or Sheriffs and 
Deputy Sheriffs. They were present at the time the acts complained 
of herein took place. They are sued individually, in their 
capacity as officers of tie State of New York, and as representa- 
tives of all state officers involved in the Attica massacre. 

26. Defendant Louis Lefkowltz is the Attorney General 
of the State of New York with offices in New York City. He is 
required under state law to remove from office and prosecute those 
state officers who have committed criminal acts. He is sued 
individually and in his capacity as Attorney General. 

27. Defendant Harry D. Goldman, Presiding Justice of the 
Appellate Division, Supreme Court, Fourth Department, is res¬ 
ponsible for the administration of the state court system in the 
town of. Attica and Wyoming County. He is sued individually and 
as Presiding Justice. 












28. Attica Correctional Facility, located In Attica, New 
York, Is a maximum security prison, administered by the New York 
State Department of Correctional Services. 

29. Defendant Nelson A. Rockefeller, Governor of the 
State of New York, is charged with the responsibility of oversee¬ 
ing the administration of New York State Prisons and has the duty 

'of appointing the Commissioner of Correctional Services. 

30. Russell G. Oswald, Commissioner of Correctional 
Services, and Walter Dunbar, Deputy Commissioner, are responsible 
for the management of the Department of Correctional Services. 

They formulate the policies and regulations by and under which the 
State Prisons are administered. 

31. Vincent Mancusi, Superintendent of Attica, is re¬ 
sponsible for the dally operations of Attica. . • 

32. The aforesaid defendants have for many years, up to 
and including the present. Intentionally subjected the plaintiffs 
at Attica and other State Prisons to cruel and inhuman treatment 
that bears no rational relationship to the purposes, of incarcera- • 

.tion, the protection of society and rehabilitation of thte inmates. 

This cruel and inhuman treatment includes physical 
abuse, beatings and tear gassing by guard; allowance of only one 
shower per week, failure to provide hot water in cells, a paucity 
of toilet paper and razors, poor preparation of meals as well as 
meals of pork in violation of many inmates’ religious principles, 
inadequate library facilities, promulgating rules and regulations 
against the discussion of legal problems, deficient medical facili¬ 
ties, a lack of recreational facilities; a lack of occupational 
training, and the failure to make any meaningful efforts toward 
rehabilitation. 

.33. Defendants Rockefeller, Oswald, Dunbar and Mancusl 
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have intentionally subjected the plaintiff inmates to racial dis¬ 
crimination and inhuman isolation from their family, friends and 
lawyers. . 


have: 


Specifically, and in futherance of this aim, they 


> 

a) confined the plaintiff inmates, 852 of whom are 
Black and Puerto Rican, to Attica which is located in an all white 
community, •, > 

b> employed only white Correction Officers, these 
officers physically abuse inmates and treat them in a racially 
discriminatory manner, 

p) confined the inmates to Attica, a prison located 
over *100 miles from New York City where a majority of the inmates 
live. 


d) intentionally confined the plaintiff inmates to 
Attica, a prison located in an isolated.community, so that they 
are free to abuse the inmates without fear of detection and re- 

- ft * 

crimination^ and 

e) paid inmates wages ranging from 25<fc to 76 $ a day 
to work .under unsatisfactory conditions, while the State of New 
York makes exorbitant profits from the inmates labor. 


B. Attempts By Inmates to Change Conditions 

3*1. In August of 1970, plaintiff inmates and the classes 
they represent, in an attempt to peacefully redress the inhumane 
conditions at Attica, went on a sitdown strike and refused to 
work until conditions improved. At the same time, the inmates 
filed a suit in the United States District Court for the Western 
District of New York claiming numerous violations of their civil 
rights by the defendants and their agents. Judge Henderson denied 
the inmates any relief, dismissed the suit and expressed anger 


at the inmates' refusal to work. 

35. Next, the inmates at Attica formulated a petition in 






. July of 1971, listing 27 demands for Improving prison conditions. 
The petition included requests for religious freedom, non-censor¬ 
ship of reading material, adequate medical treatment, and effec¬ 
tive drug and other rehabilitation programs. The petition was 
signed by five inmates in whom the inmates of th” prison had 
vested the power of negotiation regarding the settlement of the 
demands. The petition included a statement that no strike of any 
kind was contemplated in support of the demands, that the inmates 
wanted to negotiate in a democratic fashion and that there was no 
need to dramatize their demands. This petition was mailed to de¬ 
fendant Oswald and other defendants in July 1971, Defendant Oswald 
acknowledged receipt of the petition by a letter dated August 16, 
1971, and promised to look into the conditions at Attica, but he 
and the other defendants made no effort to negotiate with the 
inmates or to implement any of the 27 demands. .Thus, conditions 
at Attica remained the same. In fact, .inmates who signed the 

. ✓ 

petition subjected themselves to reprisals, as admitted by defend- " 

' k * 

ant Mancusi, who testified that the signers were being placed in 

segregation as fomentors of the uprising on September 9, 1971. 

’ Plaintiffs, also, had no reason to trust any promises 

made by defendant Oswald or other defendants. Many inmates were 

•’ * 

veterans of the Auburn uprising where the State, after making 
many promises, did not, as even defendant Oswald acknowledged, 
carry them out. The inmates wanted concrete improvements in their 
conditions as they had been promised, but which were not forth¬ 
coming. 


C. The Spontaneous Uprising 

36. Many of the i-nmates, frustrated by the lack of any 
Judicial or administrative action, and as a spontaneous reaction 
to the beating of prisoners by guards on September 9, 1971, took 
control of "D" Block and Yard at Attica. The Inmates who signed 
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• •• •* , 

the petition were not part of the spontaneous uprising. Defendants 
by failing to implement the inmates’ reasonable demands and by - 
continuing to allow guards to beat inmates, sparked and are re¬ 
sponsible for the spontaneous takeover of the prison. The inmates 

> 

took over the yard with the minimum force necessary. They immedi¬ 
ately released eleven hostages because of concern for their health 
and requested a doctor to examine the remaining hostages. The 
inmates requested medical records for the remaining hostages to 
determine if there were histories of heart attacks or other con¬ 
ditions that might possibly cause complications to guards during 
confinement. Each hostage was assighed a personal guard to protect 
him from possible harm. The hostages were treated well, slept on 
double mattresses and had twice as much to eat as the inmates. At 
no time were any knives or other sharp instruments placed at the 
throats of any of the hostages. Any weapons they possessed were , 
of the type that could only be employed in close, combat, such as 
sticks and bats. 

37. A few hours after taking control of the prison yard 
the Inmates issued a list of 28 demands. These demands were 
similar to those previously sent, in July of 1971, to defendant 
Oswald and others. Defendant Oswald recognized the reasonableness 
of the demands, but, at first, refused to grant any of them. 

When members of the negotiating committee, who were citizens 
chosen by the inmates to negotiate with prison authorities, pre¬ 
vailed upon Oswald to grant many of the demands, he did so, but 
only, in a narrowed form and even this was questionable, as the 
defendant most able to implement the demands, the defendant 
Governor Rockefeller, never agreed to any of them. 

38. The defendants' unreasonableness and intransigence 
was.highlighted by their treatment of the issue of amnesty for the 
plaintiff inmates. The inmates had employed, as was previously 
set forth, a number of means to get the.State to implement what 
even defendant Oswald called reasonable demands Instead of 
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recognizing their own fault in failing to respond to peaceful de¬ 
mands to improve conditions, defendants Rockefeller, James and 
Oswald unreasonably insisted upon reserving the right to prosecute 
those inmates who spontaneously arose in reaction to the inhuman 
conditions at Attica. 

39- The granting of ‘amnesty would have meant a peaceful 
end to the prison takeover. Knowing this, the defendants chose, 
by a flat denial of any form of amnesty, not to end the takeover 
peacefully, and instead chose a course of conduct which they knew 
would kill and injure scores of inmates and guards. 

I « 

D. Governor Rockefeller Refuses to Come 
to Attica. 

40. The inmates at all times remained flexible as to the 
amnesty demand. Despite this known flexibility, the defendants 
refused to react moderately, and unreasonably halted the negotia¬ 
tions prior to having explored all possible solutions. The con¬ 
tinuance of negotiations for a few days would have saved numerous 
lives. 

41. On Sunday, September 12 , 1971 , the inmates and the 
citizens committee made a formal request for Governor Rockefeller 
to come to Attica and meet with the Committee. The*members of 
the Committee and the inmates felt that Rockefeller's presence 
would have meant a peaceful end to the takeover. But the Governor 
had already planned the brutal recapture of Attica, and, consonant 
With that plan, he criminally refused to exercise the option, 
going to Attica, that would have avoided the massacre. His in¬ 
sistence on remaining at his Westchester estate proved to be a 
significant contribution to the ensuing death and destruction. 

E. Plan For Massive Lethal Attack 

42. Defendants Rockefeller, Oswald, Mancusi,*Williams 
and others,whose identity is presently unknown, formulated the 










plan'to storm* "Attica' "with cC' ma s srt v ey- i.ndd^CTimin ate- a n d lethal use 
of power" that th'ey'krrevr had.' to~ result in- the- murdering and wounding 


of scores'of innofeht inmates and guards. This massive use of 

force was employed against unarmed inmates. Such-a lethal use 

of force was excessive and in violation-of the laws of the State 

• » 

of New York and the United States. 

' The plan defendants formulated^included the following 

men, weapons and: ammunition: - ---- - - 

a) Over one thousand fully armed men -participated, 
including State Troopers, State Police; Sheriffs, Deputy Sheriffs, 

‘National Guardsmen and Correction Officers-,. 

. -*--b) State Police-marksmen-armed with..270 caliber 

rifles and sniperscopes lined the roofs-of cellblocks "C“ and 
' n A n i‘Other State Police had 12-guage pump shotguns loaded with 
heavy shells: -* : - 


c) Additional weapons employed and indiscriminately 
“used included .#5 caliber submachine guns; .357 magnum revolvers;- 

k * 

.385 special revolvers, M-lVS; AR-15-Army rifles, concussion 
grenades, CS gas launchers; bazookas; and three foot riot clubs; 

d) Defendants intentionally ordered the use of bullets 

that would cause wounds far more serious than were necessary. 

. . *' • 

Sharpshooters used .270 caliber expanding bullets that s.ip wide 
holes in human bodies, and the shells used in the shotguns con¬ 
tained ‘10 to 12 .32 caliber pallets, each pellet capable of kill¬ 
ing a man.. As shotgun blasts spread out indiscriminately, many 
inmates were unnecessarily killed or injured. 


P. The Assault 

1J3. The assault began with a massive and indiscriminate 
hail of bullets and buckshot.. At the same time, about 10:00 A.M., 
on I-londay, September 13, 1971, a helicopter began dropping tear 
gas into "D" Yard. Next, a force of armed State Police and 
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• •# ■ 

• * ‘ ' \ 

Correction Officers broke into "D" Yard indiscriminately firing 
their weapons and another force fired weapons from the catwalk 
overlooking "D" Yard. ■' 

AA. During the first few minutes of the barrage the Inmates 

had no chance.to surrender, they were killed or wounded indis- 

> 

criminately. And, as is demonstrated below, even after many 
surrendered they were maliciously gunned down. 

A5. As a resbit of this massive, lethal and indiscriminate 
attack nine hostages and thirty-two inmates were killed, ii lost of 
them in the initial barrage. Hundreds of inmates were woUnded. 

This massive assault against unarmed men constituted a criminal 
use of excessive force by officers of the State of New York. 

A6. Many of the inmates were killed and wounded not only 
as a result of the massive initial barrage but because of inten¬ 
tional acts of violence carried out by State Police, Troopers 
and Correction Officers. Examples of some of these wanton killings, 
and woundings follows: , . • 

a) Sharpshooters on the walls, with Correction 
Officers assisting, .picked off many of the alleged leaders. For 
examplej 15 out of the A 5 men in 5 Company, 11 A" Block, where the 
uprising began, were killed. Former leaders of the.Auburn up¬ 
rising were singled out by these sharpshooters and killed. These 
included Inmates Hicks, 'Eliot, Plummer and Thomas; 

b) Troopers and State Police knocked down tents in 
"D" Yard where inmates were hiding and fired weapons into the 
fallen canvas; 

c) Inmates Buckley, Taylor and Thomas were killed by 
State Police and Troopers after untying hostages at the Troopers' 
directions, 

d) Inmate Willie West was killed by a Trooper after 
he had surrendered and had his hands over his head, 

e) An inmate was seen by one of the survivors standing 
unarmed with 5 or 6 other men holding a Black Power flag. He was 
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killed 



f) Within a few minutes of the gassing, inmates 
Baines and Fuller were picked up by Troopers from the ground and 
killed by the firing of numerous shots into their bodies at close 
range. 

* 

g) Inmate Sam Melville was seen 20 minutes before the 
attack, unarmed and not holding any bombs, lie was later seen alive 
by.an Inmate in "D" Yard where he was forced to crawl. Soon after 
this, he was killed by officers of the State of New York, 

h) Inmate Hicks was seen alive, after the assault in 
"D" Yard, he was then seen alive on the ground in "A" Yard with 
his hands on the back of his head. lie was then killed by officers 
of the State of New York, 

I) Inmate L. D. Parklcy was seen walking from "D" 

Yard to "A" Yard after the assault, he was then seen alive lying 

on the ground in "A" Yard. He was also seen alive one hour after 

the assault by Assembly Arthur 0. T-vo. Soon after this he was 

% 

killed by officers of the State of Nov; York, 

J) Inmates McKinley and Davis were killed by officers 
of the State of New York; 

k) Surviving inmates r.:r./ Troopers shoot point blank 

«r • 

at inmates, they saw fellow inmates lined up against the,, wall and 
shot through the head, they saw an inmate’s head pushed through a 
glass window at the hospital, and thoy saw inmates killed after 
they were forced to beg for their lives; 



1) Surviving inmates can Identify Correction Officer 
as the State officer who murdered an inmate described as 


black and with a mole on the side of his face. 


m) Inmate 


was, without provoca¬ 


tion, shot three times in the chest by State officers. Inmate 

was, viithout provocation, shot in the thigh hy 


State officers. Inmate 


k/as, without provocation, shot 


in the arm by State officers 











47. Plaintiffs further allege that the acts heretofore 


set forth constituted murder and pre-meditated murder by Troopers, 
Police and Correction Officers. 


G. Post Assault Beatings 

> . * 

48. Immediately after the assault, and for over a week 

thereafter, inmates were severely beaten, tortured, threatened, 

harassed and verbally abused by State Troopers and Correction 

Officers. The Second Circuit, in.granting an injunction against 

such beating and harassment, described the brutality of the State 

Officers immediately after the assault as follows: 

By contrast. In support of plaintiffs* Eighth 
Amendment claims, detailed evidence was furnished 
by plaintiffs to the effect that beginning immedi¬ 
ately after the State’s recapture of Attica on the 
morning of September 13 and continuing at least 
until September 16, guards. State Troopers and 
correctional personnel had engaged in cruel and in¬ 
human abuse of numerous inmates. Injured pris¬ 
oners, some on stretchers, were struck, prodded or 
beaten with sticks, belts, bats or other weapons. 

Others were forced to strip and run naked through 
gauntlets of guards armed with clubs' which they 
used to.strike the bodies of the inmates as they 
passed. Some were dragged on the ground, some 
marked with an "X" on their backs some spat upon 
or burned with matches, and others poked in the 
genitals or arms with sticks. According to the 
testimony of the inmates, bloody or wounded inmates 
were apparently not spared in this orgy of brutality. 

There was testimony that hand in hand with the 
physical violence upon the inmates went threats of 
death or further brutality. Correctional officers, 
addressing inmates as ‘'niggers' 1 or "coons," 
threatened to "get rid of" them or shoot or kill 
them. In at least one instance, the testimony ran, 
a guard pointed a gun at an inmate's head, telling 
him that he was going to die and started clicking ... I 

the trigger, following which the inmate was kicked • i 

and beaten. On some nights a group of guards visited !’ 

the cell area and threatened inmates with death, . j 

pointing guns or sticks into cells. Several of the / 

witnesses had personally complained to members of tne ; 

Goldman Panel and to public figures visiting Attica 
(e.g.. Congressman Rangel, Senator Dunne and Assembly- j 

man Eve). Inmates of Attica Correctional Facility v . 

Rockefeller, supra, 7*Uf-49. j 



*•9. State officers beat scores of inmates as they crawled 
or walked into "A" Yard after the initial assault. 











a) Inmates 


Ci. D. Barkley, 



Jwere beaten after they surrendered; 

- b) 


after being shot, had his wound 


beaten, his wrists broken and was black-jacked by State officers; 

c) State officers stuck a gun barrel into inmate 

> ‘ H . 

wound• 


50, After the inmates were in "A" Yard they were forced 
to run naked through a gauntlet of about fifty Correction Officers, 
State Police and Troopers who beat them with rubber truncheons, 
sticks, straps and bats. 

a) Inmates 


}' 


ere forced to run this gauntlet and so testified in federal 


court, ✓ 

b) Defendants Oswald and Mancusi were present at the 
gauntlet and made no effort to stop it; 

c) During the week following the assault inmates 
were beaten, gassed and forced to walk barefoot.over glass. 

51. Inmates can Identify many of the State officers re¬ 
sponsible for the beatings. Those State officers include Deputy 



pistol, whipped over 200 Inmates going through the "A" Block Yard 
down to "A" Block. 

52. Many of the beatings that took place after the^asault 
worp the fault of Defendant Dunbar who, by his lying and irrespons¬ 
ible statements, fanned the State Troopers and Correction Officers 
into excesses. Within an' hour after the assault, Dunbar falsely 
claimed that nine hostages had had their throats cut. The fact 
was that all were killed by the State's own bullets. Defendant 
Dunbar also related the story that a hostage had been castrated — 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


'b6 

hlC 
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a story that was wholly false. 

. These' statements by defendant Dunbar were recklessly 

or intentionally made for the purpose of or having the effect of 
the hatred of guards against prisoners. 

53. Harassment, beatings, verbal abuse and threats 
against inmates lives continue to this day and will continue un¬ 
less the State officers responsible for the massacre at Attica 
are removed and criminally prosecuted.' 









* 


H, Inmates Property Stolon and Destroyed 
. 5*t. State Troopers and Correction Officers on September 

13» 1971, immediately after the assault, stole, converted or 
destroyed the personal possessions of the Inmates who were in 
"D 1 Yard. These state officers converted, for their personal 
use, the watches, rings and ether valuables of the inmates, and 
maliciously destroyed their glasses and teeth. 

55. State Troopers and Correction Officers also mali¬ 
ciously took from the inmates' cells all property, including, law 
books,’ legal papers, photographs and Items of clothing. This 
property was destroyed by State officers and much of it, still In 
usable condition, was used as landfill. 

56. The Inmates, in an attempt to get compensation for 
their losses, have filed "Notices of Intention to File Claims" 
with the New York Court of Claims. Over 500 such claims have 

'claim Includes, 


been filed. Plaintiff^ 


for example, the following itens: 

1 pair brown work boots 
10 pictures 


1 soap.dish 
.1 Dictionary 

1 blue bed spread 

2 personal pillow cases 
1 rug 

1 hand grips *’ 

1 stretch rope * 

1 can opener 
1 pair of black rubbers 

57. Officers of the State of New York have, by steal- 

Inc, converting and destroying the aforementioned property, 
violated the criminal lav/s of the State of New York and have 
violated the United States Constitution by taking property with¬ 
out due process of lav?. 

X. Lack of Nodical Care After the Assault 

58. The number of deaths, the seriousness of the Injuries, 
and the pain and suffering of the Inmates was dramatically in¬ 
creased by defendants and their agents who criminally and mail-, 
ciously denied medical assistance to over *JOO Inmates wounded 
during the assault. 
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a) The method used to sort out the wounded at Attica 
was “triage." Doctors employed at Attica tagged those most cri¬ 
tically ill; they were left to die. The least critically ill were 
left until a later time. Those between these extremes were 
treated. There was no need to use this method as numerous volun¬ 
teer doctors were available. 

b) Volunteer doctors from Meyers Hospital notified 
defendants herein on Monday, September 13, 1971, that at least 40 
men who were seriously wounded required immediate treatment in 
the Buffalo Hospital. The men were not transferred. However, all 
of the volunteer doctors were asked to leave the prison late 
Monday night. They left behind at least 40 men in serious need of 
medical attention. 

c) Early Tueaday morning at 2:30 a.m. a group of 20 
doctors and nurses arrived at Attica Correctional. Facility. The 
medical team had a federal court order allowing them immediate 
access to the prison. Armed State Troopers, on directions of the 

I * 

defendants herein, disregarded this order and refused to admit 

the group. At 1:15 p.n. Tuesday afternoon, the prison announced 

that a western State dlert had gone out for doctros. Again, the 

doctors who had been waiting outside the prison gates since 2:30 

a.m. early Tuesday morning were refused permission to enter. 

*• 

Later on that Tuesday, four more prison patients were transferred 
to Meyer Hospital. By the time the prison officials released 
the fifth it was too late. He died, becoming one of the many 


deaths directly linked with the lack of medical care. 

d) On September 17, 1971, scores of prisoners were 

* still suffering from broken limbs, others had had bullets in them 
since Monday the 13th, and others were being beaten. In spite of 
this, teams of black doctors and nurse's from Howard University 

• were barred from the prison. 

J. Defendant Tiockefaller and Other Defendants Mamed 
'fforej.n Attempt to Cover Their Criminal Culoa- 
~5lllt.y for the Attica Massacre 

59. Despite the facts that defendants herein have commi- 
ted or aided and abetted in the commission of numerous crimes. 
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there Is no state official investigating or instituting prose¬ 
cution against these defendants. Defendant Rockefeller and other 
defendants narked herein, by various strategems, have insulated 
themselves from any investigation or prosecution for their part 
in the criminal act. heretofore alleged. 

60. The first act in this scheme was defendants' open 
and blatant refusal to obey the federal court order that allowed 
the admission of doctors and lawyers to Attica on Tuesday morning, 
the l*)th of September. This contemptuous conduct by the defendants 
not only made it impossible for people outside to determine the 
extent of the massacre, but, as previously alleged, aggravated 

the injuries of the inmates and allovred the brutality of the Cor¬ 
rections Officers to continue unchecked. 

61. Defendant Rockefeller's next step to insulate him¬ 
self and the defendants from criminal liability was to hand-pick 
Deputy Attorney General Robert E. Fischer to begin an immediate 

. * 

investigation of the crimes committed at' Attica. Defendant Fischer. 

\ * 

has only concerned,himself with the crimes committed by inmates 
and has not investigated, nor does he Intend to investigate, any 
crimes committed by state officers. 

a) The fact that he was appointed by Defendant Rocke¬ 
feller makes it impossible for him to neutrally investigate the 
criminal actions of defendant Rockefeller and those state officers 
who conspired with him. 

b) One of defendant Fischer's first acts was the 
appointment of 
the massacre, 

defendant Fischer does not intend to investigate or prosecute 
state officers. " 

c) Defendant Fischer, as he himself admits, is not 

in a position to neutrally investigate and prosecute both inmates 
and defendants. Fear of reprisals and self-incrimination prevents 
inmates from reporting crimes to defendant Fischer or his investi¬ 
gators, particularly when defendant Fischer is working closely 
with the state officers responsible for the massacre. 


Defendant the State Trooper in charge of 

as his Chief of Investigations. This indicates that 
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<0 Defendant Fischer's statement that he has not had 
any inmates report to him acts of brutality on the part of state 
officers is impossible to believe in light of the facts in this 
complaint, and impugns defendant Fischer's good faith in carrying 
out neutral investigations and prosecutions of anyone. 

c) Defendant Fischer’s manner of conducting some of 
the interrogations of inmates had indicated that he or his agents 
are willing to employ brutality in their investigation. The Second 
Circuit described this brutality as follows: 

In support of plaintiffs' allegations of unconsti¬ 
tutional interrogations of, nm i rnnanr — ih a .sole testi¬ 
mony was that of an inmatd and of Super- 

intendant 7'iancusl. I Iwho is se rving a term of 

j [testified that 

6ft September Ij ne whs fceftten irtd du^stioned by cor¬ 
rection officers with respect to the events of September 
9-13, and that on September 15 he was taken from his 
cell to a room in the administration building where, 
after being threatened by two or three people dressed 
in ’•PCI" (Bureau of Criminal Investigation) clothes, he 
signed a "piece of paper" or "a pad" without reading it 
or knowing what was on it. he further testified that 
although he •'■'as due to be released on October 6, 1971, ■' 

he had been stripped of ISO days good time v/ithout any 
hearing after he pleaded not guilty tq a charge of pos¬ 
session of an officer's night stick. 

62. Defendant Fischer has not only been appointed to in¬ 
vestigate all crimes' committed at Attica but he has been appointed 
prosecutor for all crimes committed at Attica. This effectively 

means that no prosecutions 'will be instituted in the State of New 

*• 

York against any of the state officers responsible for the massa¬ 
cre and brutality at Attica. This follows because: 

a) Defendant Fischer, as indicated, is not concerning 
himself with- the crimes committed by State officers and will, 
therefore, not be prosecuting any state officers. 

b) Defendant V/yoming County District Attorney Louis 
James, the only other state-officer able to prosecute defendants 
herein, has been precluded from doing so by the appointment of 
defendant Fischer. Under New York State law and the order appoint¬ 
ing Fischer, when a deputy attorney general investigates and 
prosecutes a matter, the local district attorney is precluded from 
taking any action regarding that matter. Defandant James, there¬ 
fore, can only work under the instructions of the deputy attorney 
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V 

General. The order appointing Fischer broadly covers all mat¬ 
ters pertaining to Attica! Thus, even though Fischer is not in¬ 
vestigating or prosecuting the crimes of the defendants, defen¬ 
dant Jarnes is precluded from doing so. 

J7.ven without this legal disability, defendant James is 

> 

too prejudiced to investigate and prosecute the defendants, he 
was in close contact ■;ith Rockefeller regarding the refusal to 
grant amnesty to the inmates and had indicated, during the takeover 
his intention to prosecute inmates. 

63. The situation as it now stands is that no one in the 
State of New York is investigating or prosecuting those defendants 
responsible for the numerous crimes heretofore described. Unless 
these defendants and their agents are immediately investigated 
and prosecuted., the violation of plaintiff inmates civil rights 
and the rights of the classes they represent will continue. 

6h. Defendant Rockefeller. in a further step to protect , 
himself from criminal liability, requested the Civil Rights Divi¬ 
sion of the Jufiticd Department to investigate alleged mistreatment 
of inmates. Thus far, as indicate*’ by the Second Circuit opinion 
at 759. the Civil Rights ))ivision has made little or no effort to 
bring charges against' any state officers involved, in the massacre. 

H * 

The opinion states: .. . * 

As for the suggestion of help form the Civil 
Rights Division we are not advised, that any steps 
have been taken to implement the Attorney General's 
direction other than to dispatch agents of the 
Federal I'ureau of Investigation to interview some of 
the prisoners. Inmates or Attica v. Rockefeller. 
supra at 759• 

65. Furthermore, defendant Schroeder, United States 
Attorney for the Rest err. District, and defendant Maxwell, United 
States Magistrate for the Western District, have not arrested, 
investigated, or instituted prosecutions against any of the state 
officers involved in the Attica massacre. Although State officers 
have committed numerous violations of federal criminal laws these 
federal officials; by not instituting prosecutions, have failed to 
carry out the duties placed upon them by h2 U.S.C. ii 1907 2 nd 
1909. ' 
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VII. RS'TT.DIES 

66. As the facts heretofore allef.ec! indicate, there is 
no adequate remedy at law in either the state courts of New York 
or in the federal courts. The invocation of the powers of a 
federal court of equity are required to protect the fundamental 
federal constitutional rights of the plaintiffs and the classes 
they represent. 

67. Furthermore, this Court has the authority, and is 
required under the facts set forth in this complaint, to take 
action pursuant to 42 U.S.C. i 19"3, l 1 )'-'! and 1939 to implement 
and enforce eauitable relief against the acts of the defendants 
here charged. 

c 

The facts set forth in this complaint reveal widespread 
criminal conduct by the defendants which has infringed upon the 
civil rights of the plaintiffs. The above statutes place upon 
the federal Judiciary a duty and responsibility to enforce the 
laws guaranteeing to the plaintiffs their civil rights. 

63. No previous application for the relief sought 
herein has been made to this or any other court. 

VIII. PRAYaR FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, plaintiffs pray: 

a) That this Court issue an order requiring the State 
to submit a plan for the independent and impartial investigation 
and prosecution of the defendants named herein and those defen 
dants unknown who are guilty of committing, conspiring to commit 
or aiding and abetting in the commission of the crimes heretofore 
set forth. The Court is further requested to insure the appoint 

•ment of an impartial state prosecutor and state judge who will 
prosecute the defendants forthwith. 

b) That this Court issue an order pursuant to 42 
U.S.C. §§ 1987 and 1989 requiring the United States Magistrate 
and the United States Attorney for the Western District of New 
York to investigate, arrest and institute prosecutions against 
the named defendants named herein and those unknown who have viola 
ted the'criminal laws of the United States, to wit 18 U.S.C. 


- 24 - 









c) That this Court declare.the defendants Rockefeller 

Oswald, Dunbar, flancusi and others named herein unfit to administer 

Attica Cbrrectional Facility and the prison system of New York, 

that this Court permanently’enjoin them from administering said 

* 

system and that this Court place Attica and the New York State 
System into federal receivership. 

d) That this Court grant plaintiffs their costs in 

this action.: 

e) That this Court grant such other and further relief 
as the court may deem just and proper. 


Respectfully submitted 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote of tronscription _ 


2/23/72 


Attica 


Correctional Facility, was contacted, provided the identities 
of the interviewing agen ts, and was exhibi ted a writ dated 

January 61. 1972 . si gned! 1 ___ \ Af ter viewing this 

letter,[_Jstated that he had written it and wished 

to talk, to contacting Agents. 


then made reference to information he 


had previously furnished Bureau Agents during '.his interview 
on July 28, 1971* regarding his possible identification of 
a nlctnre of a bank robber he had observed in the newspaper. 

_asked why he had not received the $10,000 reward 

for the capture of this subject as it was his understanding 
this individual had been caught on information he had previously 
furnished the FBI. When questioned as to the source he had 
acquired this information, he stated in words to the effect 
that he had a "dream” which Indicated that the above had 
happened and that in the past, he has had many such dreams 
regarding things which have actu ally taken p lace that he had 
no previous direct knowledge of.f | indicated that 

in the past, all of these dreams nave ueeir Line and that the 
things which he has dreamed have actually happened. 


stated that on September 14, 1971* he was 


(at the prison, and that at this 
c \TTxoT) uniformed officers were 


locked in 

time. New fork State roiice 
making unscheduled counts of inmates at the facility every 
hour or half hour. He continued that it is common practice 
at the time of a count to have, the ixmiiktas stand in front 


stated that bhese 


of the doors of their cells. __ _ 

counts continued during the riot situation which was occurring 
at this time, and that during one period, 
he observed the inmate who was locked in[ 


asleep on the 


r^_ 


1 1 

cecT 

in£ 

] He 


who he knew only as . 

continued that he observed six or seven uniformed officers' 
pass in front of the cells and counting inmates,vhen one of 
Hhaae- officers hit th e bars of t he door of the cell that 

Iwas aslfisr) in. | | staged he heard this officer- 


yell 
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Interviewed on_ 


2/1 6/7: 


SAs 

LESTHR 3 . SKINNiiH/JtBiknis 


Attica, New York _ File # Buffalo 44-392 

n„.. 2/22/ra 
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continued that 


did n'ot get up from 


his bed, rurlner seating that many of the inmates were 
extremely tired due to lack of sleep and having so many counts 
so often. He stated that one of the police officers opened 

li^a—confined, that three officers 

into the hallway, and that all 


the cell door where, 
entered the cell, pulled 

seven officers hitLj- 

their feet,—-jn-i hi i~l 
carrying 


^ith their fists, kicked him with 

,_|with the stocks of shotguns they were 

_| stated that during all of this, I" j 

did not attempt to hit any a£ the offi cers, but was trying 
nto the cell, f stated that at this 

on the floor of the nailway with blood on.- 


to g 
poin 


wa 


from 


his race and: that one officer stepped back a few feet _ 
pulled out a .45 caliber pistol, and pointed it at him. 
continued that a correctional officer of Attica, who has a 
Polish name and is the r ank of serge ant, then came upon the 


scene and yelled "Wait" 
know this officer's name! 
he worked in "0" block of the facilit 
was placed 


^tated that he did not 
but that, before the riot situ ation. 


_ __ _ __ . At this point, 

on his bed in his cell by officers presentrr - 


the above MTTF 
that the 
confined 


. O 

onl^J. 

± 


X X — 

n- 

erTOT 


_^stated 

officers if 


refe: 
located at the 


ox xn 


he did not feel he could recognize 
he were to see then again, adding 
saw f.hP above were' the inmates 
tented that, the 
is currently 


lit 


Clinton Correctional Facility. 


stated that he felt that more than 43 
tilled when the prison facility was 

When asked why he felt this way. 


prisoners had been 
retaken by authorities 
he stated that he had observed from the window of his cell. 


correctional officers pushing inmates in wheelchairs in a 
hurried manner toward "E" block where the powerhouse is located 


added that he had dreamed that these inmates were 
burned and their bodies therefore destroyed. 


I ftated approximately 35 percent of the 

glass windows on the side of "C" block which is close to the 
mess hall were broken by NYSP officers in order to aim their 
guns which they carried, at inmatsjb in "C" block. He stated 
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that the reason he knows the above is because he saw these 
officers point their guns—thrauizh_±he windows watching 


inmates in their cells, 
time saw any gun being fired. 


stated that he at no 


then made numerous complaints regarding 


his outgoing mail at the facility, and the fact that he was 
deprived of certain schools available at the prison which he 


stated that although all of his 


had applied for. 
letters have eventually been mailed, one which he addressed 
to the Grand Jury Foreman of the Wyoming County Special 
Grand Jury currently in session, was returned to him three 
times before it was mailed on the fourth time of submission. 


stated that he is represented by an 


attorney, but that he wants someone to re-investigate my 


case 


the conviction for which he is now serving time, 
also reiterated the complaints which he had 


pre\n nusjv made during his interview by Bureau Agents on 
July 28, 1971. 


forwarded 
of Justice 


to the 


J was 
Civil 


advised that his remarks would be 
Rights Division of the U. S. Department 
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(Priority) 
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Director, FBI (44-50605) ATTENTION: 

Fron^?KSAC, ALBANY (44-69lY(2*^® CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 
V ^ GENERAL INVEST. DIV. 

Subject: UNSUBS, Correctional □ DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV. 
•ffice rsy^attica Correctional Facility, 

Attica (Wyoming County), New York; 

UNKNOWN VICTIMS - Inmates of Attica A 

SUMMARY PUNISHMENT f Ay 


CIVIL RIGHTS 

□ CR 


(00: BUFFALO) 

□ EL 0001 


□ EID □ Bomb Threats 




□ CRA-64 
□ PA □ PE 

□ Racial Matters 

□ Klan □ Organization 


□ PF □ E 


was advised that matter has been referred to AAG, 
CRD, U.S. Department gif Justice, Washington, D.C., and that if 
he had an inquiry. Ho should communicate directly with this 




f - Bureau (Enc. 4) 

- Buffalo (44-592)(Enc. 1) 
1 - Albany 
EFN:pms 
(3) 


l/H- SObQ-S - fc\ 


fjjiAft? 

C\ w 1 J 
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Ay 


• f >l 
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V 
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ACTION: UACB: 

K No further action being taken and 

SI LHM enclosed □ Copy furnished to USA 

□ FD-376 (enclosure to LHM) /v 

□ LHM being submitted f I ' , 

□ Report being submitted 
l i Preliminary investigation instituted 

_□ Limited investigation instituted 


A 

MAR 20 19 



2 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


_M Per_ 
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Albany, New York 
March 16, 1972 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; Correctioal 
Officers, Attica Correctional Facility, 

'Attica (Wyoming County), New York; 

UNKNOWN ffICTIMS - Inmates of Attica 

_ ^-On March 15, 1972, a letter dated March 13, 1972 from 

Box 51, Comstock, Ne w York, was received in 
the Albany, New York Office of the Federal Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion. V/C/f/tM 

A copy of this letter is attached hereto. 
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AJRTEL 


TO: SAC, Albany 

FROM: Mr »? FBI 


(44-691) 

%£C an 

(44-50605) 



UNSUES; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 
ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 
ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA 
SUMMARY PUNISHMENT 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
00: BUFFALO 




Reurairtel dated 3/16/72. 


March 23, 1972 


1- Mr. MacFarlane 


This matter regarding 

Civil Rights Division and they have requested that 


has been referred to the 
Jbe interviewed. 


b6 

b7C 


Handle in accordance with Section 27, Volume H, Manual of 
Instructions. Surep of suLHM within seven days upon receipt of this 
communication. Advise appropriate officials at the outset that this 
investigation is being conducted at the specific request of the AAG in 
charge of the Civil Rights Division, U. S. Department of Justice, referring 
to him by name as well as title. 


Advis 




of our jurisdiction in civil rights matters and 
that his complaint wm ne submitted to the Department of Justice for its 
consideration as to whether any Federal action is warranted. Should he 
have any further questions about the matter, he may wish to write 
directly to AAG David L. Norman, Civil Rights Division, U. S. Department 
of Justice, Washington, D. C. 
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Mr. Tolson . 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Rosen _ 
Mr. Mohr_ 


Mr. Bishop_ 

Mr. Miller, E.S. 

Mr. Callahan _ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

i (r. Dalbey_ 
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Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and three 
copies of a self-explanatory LHM. 


A copy of this LHM has been furnished the United 
States Attorney for the Western District of New York, Buffalo, 
New York by separate communication. 


In view of the expressed inability of 
to either identify the guard or the Attica prisoner, no further 
investigation is contemplated at this time by the Buffalo Office, 



UACB. 


<JLJr Bureau (E 
2 - Buffalo 
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Sent 
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On March 13, 1972, the Honorable JOHN 0. HENDERSON, 
United States District Court Judge, Western District of 

New York, Buffalo, New York, telephonically con tacted the _ 

Buffalo FBI Office and advised that there was af 

in his office whom he was referring to the Buffalo #Ri ot'TTce ' 

for interview,. 

Later on the same date, J_[appeared p ersonally 

at the Buffalo FBI Office., he identified hims e If as a I 


1 


ladvised that he has a I 


telephone number is| j 

of age and is presently securing a Masters Degree in Education 

from Canisius<> is a very level-headed _ 

individual and is not a long-naired hippie. 

_|National Guard who was at Atuica 

Correctional Facility at the time of the riot. 


He stated that about a month ago| _I 

and said that he had seen something in Attica that had been 
troubling him, and that he had come to him seeking advice. 

[told him that after the riot he was in one of the cells 
and a large Negro male inmate, who apparently had been wounded 
in the leg, was on a stretcher and an unknown white Attica 
guard asked the problem with the inmate and he told him that 
the inmate had apparently been shot. The guard commented, "I 
don't believe it" and told him to tip over the stretcher. With 
the inmate laying on the ground, the guard, using what he thought 
was a screwdriver, stuck the screwdriver in the rectum of the 
inmate three or four times and told him to get up. 


mtmwL t- 
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Correctional Officers 
Attica Correctional Facility 
Attica (Wyoming County), N. Y.; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - Inmates of 
Attica 

SUMMARY PUNISHMENT 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


told him that he does not feel 
could recognize the TTCTTca guard mentioned above and that 
had reported the above incident to the New York State 
Police "'(NYSP) several days after it occurred. He stated T ] 
[ |has no idea what, if any, action was taken about the 
above incident by the NYSP. 


advised 


L 


furnished. 


3 


could be contacted at the 


through tne telephone number he had 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


-A£±.ar. numerous unsuccessful attempts to contact 

_ he was telephonica Uv contain ed concerning 

an appointment on March 22, 1972. |advised he had 

.been very; busy in school and had not even c& en contacted by 
| |in the past ten days. I A dvised that he 

1 wHrTTrT lS3Bg J iro~the Buffalo FBI Office on the afternoon of 
March 23, 1972 for an interview. 


b6 

b7C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


i o( transcription 3/gV72 


He is currently working toward* a r* aegree in Bduca 
tit Canisius College end anticipate* receiving thl* degree 
at the eloee of the Summer Session in 1972. 


advised that he vu « Member of the Sew York 
State national Guard end at assigned to a hospital unit. His 
unit had Wen utilised at the Attica Correct 1 oral Haciliiy 
followi ng the r etaking of the prison after the inmate# had 
rioted. I ]advised that the hospital area was a shamble# 

in that it was overcrowded and it had been necessary to put 
the wounded in the corridor* and in every spare area. The 
doctor* had been trying to treat the moat severely wounded 
first but this was not possible in all of the confusion. He 
said that one of the doctor* had told him to get blanket* and 
cover up some of the wounded who ware lying on the stretcher* 
and that the guards had aide comment# to him a* he was follow- 
ing these instruction*. He said he realised that emotions were 
running high on that date* 

ImU that he could not pinpoint the time but 
it was in mid-afternoon on September 13# lytt and he had been 
told along with ether guardsman to take two prisoners to toe 
C Block area fra* the yard. It was hi* recollection that 
they went into toe B Block building and then came down the 
tunnel leading to what was called Time* Square in toe center 
of the yard, fhay started down towUrds another block but were 
stopped and realised they were going the wrong way. they had 
been headed far B Hock and were Just going In the exact 
opposite direction they should have been going in order to take 
their prisoner# to ths € Block area. S* said that as they 
came back through the Time* Square area there were several 
guard* present and one individual too apparently wsa a guard 
but was not in a prison guard uniform. Ski* man told toe 
national Guardsman to out the prisoner down. He asdfeed tost 
was the matter with to e oriaorir _ J ^been assiirtlng 
in carrying and said that he he* apparently Wan shot 

in the leg. Se L »*n ra --Jhere was no blood showing but puncture 
wound* were visible and each was ringed by a dark circle. 


,:vb6 

b7C 


Interviewed on 


Buffalo. New Tork 


urn S . 


WEILL and 

IgPhsal 


. Date dictated. 


..... ftrfflo **-592 

3/3*772 


‘V' -I 

\ b6 
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This same guard said that he d id hot b elieve it and told 
him to tip over the stretcher. did not do it and 

this prison guard then picked up the Atretcher at one end 
and as he raised it, the Negro male prisoner Just sort of 
slid off the stretcher and fell to the concrete floor. 

The guard told him to move and go down the walk -way from 
Times Square towards C Block. The prisoner Juat_i^ii 
there on the flQ^r and the guard took out wh at I 
observed to be a Phillips Head screwdriver. He said that 
this prisoner was lying on his back with his knees up in 
the air and the guard reached down and in the general area 
of the rectum poked this man four or five times and told 
him to get moving. 


3 


b6 

b7C 


anus, 


Wh 


en queried if the screwdriver penetrated the 
advised that he could not tell but that the man 


was Just poked in the general area and it could well have 

been that he was Jabbed in the buttocks. [_Jsaid that 

he did not see any blood. He said the other National 
Guardsmen observed this as did some of the prison guards 
who were present. 


advised that in discussing the matter later 


with the Guardsmen, all were of the opinion that they could 



to identify the prisoner or the guard but that he neverthe¬ 
less had wanted to go on record with the information. 


suffers no physical im¬ 
pairment wnicn would negate Tils ability to observe and recall 
factual occurrences. 


b6 

b7C 

I 

I 


b6 
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b6 
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March 29, 1072 


EX-1 Off 

TO: SAC, Buffalo 

FROM: Director, FBI 


(44-592) 

^ 41 - 50605 ) 


1- Mr. MacFarlane 


UNSUBS; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS 
ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 
ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), N. Y.; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA 
SUMMARY PUNISHMENT 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


Tolson_ 

Felt_ 

Campbell . 

Rosen _ 

Mohr_ 


Bishop_ 

Miller, E.S. . 

Callahan_ 

Casper_ 

Conrad_ 

Dalbey_ 

Cleveland _ 


Immediately ascertain if New York State Police r eceived 
complaint regarding this incident froml land what 

if any investigation was conducted. H investigation conducted, 
submit results to this Bureau. 


Ascertain from medical staff from prison if they can r 
an inmate reporting injuries such as described bjj 

if: Mp(*iki / 

< 4 > W 


ecall 


y 

NOTE : 


New York State National Guard 

assigned at Attica during the recent uprisings, has furnished 


information indicating that he observed a guard assaul t one of the 


alleged wounded inmates after the uprising was called. bannot 

identify the subject or the victim. We are instructing HuHTIS'To 
contact State Police and medical staff to see if incident similar to 
that reported b}| ~~|ias been previously brought to their attention. 
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Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


Date: 3/31/72 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL 

(Priority) 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 
SAC, ALBANY (44-691) (P) 


SUBJECT: JUNSUBS; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS^,_ 4 

<^ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY-,- 

A TTICA (WYOMING COUNTY) , NEW XQBKj 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA 
SUMMARY PUNISHMENT 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

(00: Buffalo) 

Re Bureau air tel to Albany dated 3/2 


f'' 

3/72. 


Enclosed for the Bureau and Buffalo are four copies i**| 
and three copies, respectively, of an LHM concerning ca ptioned jff/§| 
matter. #|/|* 

On 3/30/72, was interviewed at Greaxy 

Meadow Correctional Facility, Comstock, New York, and advised 
that his complaint would be submitted to the Justice Department 
for appropriate consideration. He was also advised of FBI 
jurisdiction in Civil Rights matters, and th£ he should contact 
Assistant Attorney General DAVID L. NORMAN, Civil Rights Division, 
U, S. Department of Justice, Washington, D. C. for any further 
questions he might havnrprning this matter. A signed state¬ 
ment was obtained from]_|_detailing alleged brutal treat¬ 

ment received at the Attica Correctional Facility in 9/71. 


Color instamatic photographs 
alleged injuries and are curr eii^ W, 
mittal to the Bureau. '/I'i Ld jj& T* 

(l, - Bureau - Encs. 2 “ 

2 - $j£f£alo - Encs. {3) JER 

vy'- ^vision ' ^ 

Sent _ 

Special Agent in Charge ''■*4 

fO £ oy 4 /Q 


be taken of 


proCesj 

2 - Albany 
JER/ smw 


rrans- 


« APR 3 7972 jg 




U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTINGS 


1971 -413 — 135 












UIytTED states department of k^tice 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Albany, New York 
March 31, 1972 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 
ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA 
SUMMARY PUNISHMENT , 


Meadow CdrreCEl 


Great 


_ l adl-LLy, LOIUSL ETC K, New York, was 

I n terviewed' on~Kar£ir"3U7~T9 r T2, tn res pog gg *re i r fe letter 
dated March 13, 1972, requesting that he be interviewed 
and photographs taken of alleged injuries suffered in 
September, 1971, at the Attica Correc tiona l Facility. 
Attica. Ngw York. 




Attached hereto are the following: 


■S''/s? t / 

^ (1) Copy of an interview report form setting 

forth an interview with] [on March 30, 1972 

at Great Meadow Correctional Facility, uomstock. New York; 


(2) Copy of an interview report form setti ng 


t 


upon 


t 


out the results of a medical examination of 
his transfer from Attica to Great Meadow; 

(3) Copy of NeWr-VnrV~£l-a.t.a—Tdant~i f i ral~i.an_.aTv3.. 
Intelligence System record 

































DIRECTOR, FBI 1 <A4-50els> 
SAC, ALBANY (44-691) (P) 


FROM 


SUBJECT 


UNSUBS; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 
ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA 
SUjMMARY PUNISHMENT * 

CIVIL RIGHTS / 


(00: Buffalo) 


Attached hereto are the following 


(3) NYSIIS record o 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


pnscription. 


March 31, 1972 


I was inter¬ 

viewed at tEe Ureat Eiadow Correctional Facility, and 
furnished the following signed statement: 

"Comstock, New York 
March 30, 1972 

"if _ do make the following sign 

statement to| | 

whom I know to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. 


"Septemb er 9. 19 71 I was let out of my cell by 
an officer na»«| |of Attica State Prison. I was 

told by an inmate to go to the (0) block yard because 
their was a riot and (D) block was the only safe place 
for a inmate. I went to (D) block and most of the time 
I was by the catwalk, 

"On September 13, 1971 when the State Troopers 
came into%he yard, a bullet struck the Wall and creased 
my keee cap, I ran down to the (D) block bathroom and 
remained their until I heard a mans voice rideing a 
helicopter announced over a loud speaker, come out with 
your hands over your head and you won*t be hurt. I came 
out like they said and was taken to the (A) block yard. 
Once their they made me strip to the nude, and made me 
crawl from one side of the yard to the other. Once their 
I was told to stand in a long line with others. When my 
time came, I had to welk through a door. Their was Attica 
Correctional officers on both sides of the wall with the 
kind of sticks that correctional officers carry. I was 
told to run through the hallway and was beaten down to the 
ground. I ran again and it was the same thing repeatedly. 
Finally I reached the cell they wanted me to go to. The 
next day I was examined by outside doctors. My leg was 
swollen so bad that two infrates whom was in the cell with 


Interviewed on_ 


3/30/72 


Cornstock. New York 


_Dote dictoted_ 


AL 44-691 


3/31/72 
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"me stop the doctor and ask him to look at me, The doctor 
ask me why I didn't go to the hospital, I told him I 
couldn't walk and hatred the State Troopers, He treated 
m «s he could shatly after I came hare to Comstock, 

"I haee written this two page statement and it is 

true. 


"/s/ 


b6 

b7C 

Creat neacow correctional Faclll$ 
Box #51 

Comstock, New York 12821 


"wi tneaaea 

/s/ 

/s/ 


Special Agent, FBI, Albany, N.Y. 3/30/72 


Special Agent, PB1, Albany, N.Y. 3/30/72" 



i 

Hears w 

ia 


Jadvised that he could not identify any 

of the of3 

uprising. He stated ttat he could not identify the two in¬ 
mates who were with him in the cell at the time they requested 
that a doctor examinij He pointed out that he 

had graduated from a Dale Carnegie course with one of these, 
inmates but still was unable to recall his name. 


advised that the marks on his left foot 
and left knee were received as a result of the beating 
suffered by him at Attica. He stated that other marks and 
scars appearing on his body had no connection with the 
Attica affair. 


is described as follows: 

■\ 


Sex: 

Race: 

Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 


Male 

N egro _ 

\ 

New York 


// 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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b7C 
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Height: 

6 ' 3 " 

Weight: 

188 pounds 

Hair: 

Reddish black 

Eyes: 

Brown 

Complexion: 

Light Brown 

Education: 

9th grade 

Marital Status: 

SlQglt- 

Residence Address: 

Build: 

Hew York 

Slender 


Scars and Marks: 


Barents: 

Brother: 


Sister: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote of transcription 


March 30, 1972 


Records contained in the Administration Office, 
Great Meadow Correctional Facility, Cows took. New York, 
contained a memorandum prepared and signed by[ 


concerning inmate 


with set forth verbatim: 


dated January 3, 1972, 
The report is here* 


b6 

b7C 


"Inmate arrived at Comstock with abrasions of 
his elbows, knees, feet, and a contusion of the buttock. 
He has a history of a fracture of the right knee of 1968. 
He has been on sick cell on only four occasions and has 
had glasses prescribed in December, 1971. No other 
complaints or physical problems are known". 



\ 



Interviewed on_ 


3 &0 7/2 


-Of 


Comstock, 


New York - • AL 44-691 

_File #_ 



3/31/72 

Dote dictated,___ 
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^PORTING OFFICE 

A 

OFFICE O F ORIGIN 

DATE 

^^BUFFALO 

BUFFALO 

4/17/72 


TITLE OF CASE 


UNSUBS, Correctional Officers, 
/pAttica Correctional Fac ili ty. 

A ttica fV yomihg~ County"), New York; 

UNTORn VICTIMS - .. 

Inmates of Attica 




REPORT MADE BY 


CARL E ./UNDERHILL 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SUMMARY PUNISHMENT 
CIVIL RIGHTS .. 





jyf ' 3 

REFERENCE: Buffalo airtel to Bureau, 3/24/72; tx'U' 
Bureau airtel to Buffalo, 3/29>/72 f^ 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

All fiei5?b!ns contacted in this investigation 
were advised triat the investigation was ; being conducted 
at the specific request of Assistant Attorney General 
DAVUTL, NORMA Iff, Civil Rights Division, U. 3S. Department 
of Justice. 


CASE HAS BEEN.} 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR □ Y ES PC]NO 
PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MON THS □ Y ES |~^| NO 
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ADMINISTRATIVE (CON»T) 

<*•4 '' - 

No .copy of this report has been designated for 
the USA, Buffalo since the original request for investiga 
tion into the Attica matter emanated from the Department. 
However, if the Department subsequently requests that the 
USA be furnished with a copy, the Buffalo Office will be 
in a position to furnish same. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Report of: 
Date: 


CARL E. UNDERHILL 
4/17/72 


Office: Buffalo, New York 


Field Office File t: 44-592 


Bureau File if: 


44-50605 


Character: 
mmK 
Synopsis: 


Details: 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, 

Correctional Officers, 

Attica Correctional Facility, 

Attica (Wyoming County), New York; 

UNKNOWN VICTIMS - 
Inmates of Attica 

SUMMARY PUNISHMENT, CIVIL RIGHTS 

Members of staff of Judge ROBERT FISHER, who has 
been appointed Deputy Attorney General for the 
State of New Yo rk, advised they had, received 
information frotr j | _I^Sliow up investi¬ 
gation not possible sincl could not identify 

anyone. Matter considered open in event correlated 
information received. Two doctors at Attica Correni 
Facility do not recall any incident as alleged byl 
or treatment of screwdriver stab wounds. '— 


- C - 


On April 4, 1972, ANTHONY SIMONETTI, Attorney 
who is assistant to Deputy Attorney General ROBERT 
FISHER, State of New York, was located at Attica 
Correctional Facility, Attica, New York, and advised 
of the nat ur e of the allegations furnished by j 

Mr. SIMONETTI advised that access could 
1 TT5 HHG to any of his staff for information compiled 
by his staff. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Cri minal 

isf 


> ^ 

Dale of transcription 


Bureau of 

WiWmtJons TBCXT. now yarn: state Police, who 
___] JUdge JBORltT FISHES, 


b6 

b7C 


Correctional facility (ACF) , sin ce the creation of the 
staff by Governor HBlflOW R{XIX^lhTlEit, was advised of the 
n a fnr ^ > of the allegation made by a Rational Guardsman. 

!advised that he did know that «one of the Rational 
uuaresmen. had been interviewed but he had no personal 
knowledge of any complaint of this nature having been re¬ 
ceived from any Negro inmate at the penitentiary nor did he 
have any personal knowledge of any allegations by any 
Guardsman regarding the mistreatment of any inmates. 

^ advised that he did believe that whichever 
Guardsman had.made such an allegation was erroneous as to 
time, since inmates were clear of the yards and the "Time 
Square* passageway by 1:00 P,S. or shortly thereafter on 
September 13, 1971. 


Interviewed on_ 


W72 


Attica, Hew York 


fCSO'icap 


Dote dictated 


, # Buffalo 44-592 
_4/l0/T2 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote of tronscription_ 4/10/72 


~fol 


_ Bur®*u of 
lice* Mho is 


Invfistil gat.lona 7BCIt. fisw York c, »*«» 

[_Pudge ROBERT FISHER, investn^H-cxng 

the events at Attica Correctional Facility (ACF), advised 


mln.l- 


maw «tvexw>« wvi* s?w uxv/iiOaL vj y * nuv j.ocu 

that he had no information regarding the incident described 
by the national Guardsman. He advised further that he was 
somewhat familiar with the medical records and was quite 
certain that there had been no incident reported in those 
records of any inmate having suffered any stab wounds accom¬ 
plished by a screwdriver. 


Interviewed on_ 


■4 / 4 /78 


1 A t t ica, Hew J Ea rfc - 


Buffalo 

_File #__ 


SAs 


by _ 


CABLE.. 




suit and 

®U-tcap- 




-3- 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote of Ironscription. 


4/10/T2 


r-!- h |, Mom yark State 

Police, ! _ _ [judge BgjBKT FI&hER, ad¬ 

vised that in October, 1971, he and others assigned to the 
staff interviewed national Guardsmen and stated that the 
Guards they Interviewed belonged to the Headquarters 132nd 
Engineers Battalion (C) (A) HYABBG who were stationed at 
184 Connecticut Strect^in Buffalo, Mew York. He advised 
that according to his information, the troops had been 
mobilised on September 11, 1971 and under Special Order 
# 47 , had been ordered to Attica Correctional Facility (ACF) 
on September 13, 11971 • After the retaking of the prison was 
accomplished, this particular Engineers Battalion was 
utilised as litter bearers. Subsequent to their use as 
litter bearers, the entire battalion was contacted. The 
personnel were advised by oee of their officers that anyone 
desiring to be interviewed should fall out and out of the 
entire battalion only fourteen consented to interview. When 
queried as to whether one] |was one of the persons 

to be interviewed—vrssu tnac suen wsB“the case. He 
pointed out that was intersewadha one of the State 

Police-personnel by the name nf— 

- | "1 advised that according to his information, 

haastatSd - tI5at this unidentified male Megro had been 
~~ by an unid entified white male in Civilian clothes. 

{stated that in the absence of any identification 
as nSxx ad the absence of any information or similar 
substanti ve facts, it had not been possible to further 
expand on | { information. He advised that to his 

knowledge there had been no complaint of any such incident 
received from any Megro male. 


OiO nwxa. 
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Date of transcription 


4 / 10/72 


AHTBCHY S3HQHETTI, who is Assistant to Judge ROBERT 
FISHER in the inveatigation of events at Attica Correctional 
Facility (ACF) during and after the riots there in September, 
1971 * was^informed of the nature of the allegation made by a 
Rational Guardsman. S2XQKSTTI advised that no complaint of 
this nature was received from any male Regro who would have 
been considered as a victim In such a matter. He advised that 
complaints from Idle inmates had been scrutinized very carefully 
and he was certain that no such complaint that any Inmate 
was wounded fer a screwdriver had been received. Be pointed 

out that medical records that had been kept were not too good, 
inasmuch as various doctors had been utilized and records, at 
best, were sketchy. He pointed out that copies of the medical 
records received by his staff had been made available to the 
FBI and he did not believe there was any such stab wound 
information contained therein. 

SmCBKSn continued that he considered the matter 
still G$pn as far as it can possibly be handled in correlation 
with information presently available. Inasmuch as that 
remaining to be el^iored. He advised that in the absence of 
a complaint by the inmate and identification of guard 
personnel, that it would be virtually impossible to proceed 
further with any investigation. 


Interviewed on 4/4/pg _ a'_ AfctiCa, HCW XOTk _File# 1 O 

8An hart, e. nwraa mTij. and 

iu_T_ [/G EPrcap _ _ ***^ ** _Date dictated _ 4/10/72_ 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 









FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Date of transcription, 


4 / 17/72 


Capt ainf ~| Special 

Investigation Hhit (SIXJ ), New York State Police, AIBany, New 
York, advised that after Attica Correctional Facility was 
retaken, he acted as liaison between New York State Police 
and the staff of Judge ROBERT FISHER, who was appointed as 
Special Attorney Qeneral to investigate the events at Attica. 


position. 


C 




Jstated he had since been relieved of this 
during his time at Attica, he had received 
probably all of the medical records compiled and had no re¬ 
collection of any Inmate being treated for any stab wounds 
in the buttocks area by means of a screwdriver nor did he 
recall any complaints b£ any innate* of any such type of 


mistreatment 
would be unusu&X 


Omplalnts by an 

rr Vi 

swT tr ngrofre. 


ointed 
and 


plaint bad been made, 
his attention. 


out that such an a allegation 
he felt that if such a com- 
have come to 


path 

it most certainly would 


ii/ft/7* Buffalo. New York_ Fi i e # Buffalo 44-532 

^A CART, K. tnmBjWTT.T. ^pafl . 7 , _ 

Dote dictated _ _ 4/14/72 _ 


This document contoins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
if ond its contents are 'not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Dafe of transcription. 


4/17/72 


[ 


Attica Correctional 
Facility/~ggfI5ed~tfigt~He~:ngg~ngt~gi~g 6ar g e, t reated all 
the inmates for their various wounds following the retaking 
of the Correctional Facility by law enforcement officers 
on September 13, 1971. He stated that he personally had no 
recollection of any such incident where an innate had been 
wounded in the buttocks area with a screwdriver, and he 
believes that sueh a wound as this wowld have been so unusual 
as to have been called to his attention. | 
out that he did net recall any innate bavi*^ 
concerning this type of wound. He advised that he had no 
further inforaatlon. 


pointed 
waa g any g &iiplalnl 
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Dote of transcription 


k/YT/72 


|_ I was telephonically contacted 

at Attica Cor reetlaBal Facility in regard to an appointment. 

J inquired as to the nature of the inf creation 
sought; and w hen a p p rised of the allegation as to an innate 
being wounded by a Screwdriver, he advised that he had never 
heard of anything of that nature. He stated that in the 
absence of any knowledge of any such wound or complaint of 
ary such wound, that he had no information to furnish and 
saw no reason for a personal appointment with the interviewing 
Agent. 


Interviewed on_4/l4/Y2_°*_ Att lflft , -F.le # BUffOlO 44-592- 


SA CAJfrL S. UMB T HILLi pae 


_Date dictated 

- 9 - 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 








FD-302 (REV. 1 1-27-70) 


• • 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Date of transcription 


4/17/72 


_ numi nous unsuccessful attempts to locate 

|_ 1 hq was telephonlcally contacted at / /' 

his residence. | (advised that he was unable to recall_ 

any additional information concerning the incid ent that he 

had recited when interviewed on March 23, 1972rf prats 0 - 

queried as to one point cnncprnl ng the inmate wirenr m met 
alleged was mistreated. ] [was asked What happened to 

this inmate after the alieg&er Jabbing with the screwdriver. 

| | stated that he did not really know or could not recall. 

He stated that he knew that the inmate was not carried any 
further, and he did not now recall whether the prisoner 
walked to the cell block or how he got to the eell block; 
but he can now remember that both the ir&oate and the man who 
had the screwdriver had disappeared into the cell block area. 


| J commented that he realized that in the ab¬ 
sence of acuity to identify anyone, the information was 
valueless. 


5 


Interviewed on_ 


-V2Z/Z2- 


-OL_ 


Buffalo, New York 


.File #_ 




by. 


SA HABT, K t TTNDRRWTT.T.ipas 


- 1 ©*- 


. Date dictated_ _ 4 / 17 / 7 - 2 - 
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Date: 4/18/72 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(P riority) 


FROM 


: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 
<3& SAC, ALBANY (44-691) (RUC) 


SUBJECT: UNSUBS ; dQRRECTJ.0ML-OEE1ICER.S 
^ATT ICA CORR ECTinNAl.-EACILIIY, 

ATTICA -(WYOMING COUNTY), NEW XQB£i 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA 
SUMMARY PUNISHMENT 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
(00: Buffalo) 

Re Albany airtel to Bureau dated 3/31/72. 

Enclosed to the Bureau and Buffalo are four 
copies and three copies respectively of an LHM concerning 
captioned matter. 

Also enclosed to the Bureau are two copies each 
of ten color photographs oi along with negatives 

for same. x - 


2 - Bureau (Encs . ^4 

2 - Buffalo (44-592) (Encs.3) 

1 - Albany 

JER :ka p , | 

(5) i { „ . ic. /i 


T^reSr wghts 


0-Sa£jg--\ 



Special Agent in 
















ItiStij 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


STICE^ 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Albany, New York 
April 18, 1972 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS 
ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

ATTICA (WYOMING CCXJNTY), NEW YORK; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA 
SUMMARY PUNISHMENT 


Reference is made to a memorandum concerning 
captioned matter dated March 31, 1972. 


On March 30, 1972, ten color phot nuranhs wer e_ 

taken of alleged injuries on the body of _I 

_ Great Mead ow Correc tional facility, 

C omsfocTc^., New-York.,- ‘ ’ ' 












;:TQR, FBI (44-50605) 
Albany (44-691.) . 


DIRE 


FROM 


SUBJECT: Two copies ea ch of ten color photos 
of I along with negctives . 


^ oS 


[4 





































































































































































WARNING 


DOCUMENTS CANNOT BE SCANNED 
DESCRIPTION 


d 












END 


PARTIALLY SCANNED 




F B I 


FD-36 (fr% 5-22-64) 

l ■*" 


lA 



% 


Date: 4/24/72 


Transmit the following in 

Via _ AIRTEL _ 




(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIR MAIL 


(Priority) 





% 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC/ BUFFALO (44-592 Sub 5) 


UNSUBS, ' 

^Correctipnal Officers, 

^ Attica Correctional Facility, 

Attica /Wyoming County), New York; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF A TTICAj 



A* 


/ 


/ 



lee: AAG 
Form fcH 



// _ s'^as-1^% W 

Re Buffalo alrtel and LHM dated 10/24/71. — 1 


Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and three 
copies of a self-explanatory LHM concerning cagtiened individual 
Enclosed for Albany are two copies of the above-described LHM, 
plus two copies each of referenced Buffalo alrtel and IBM for 
information. 


ft 


A copy of this LHM has. been furnished the United 
States Attorney, Western District of NeW York, Buffalo, by 
separate communication. 


Subject currently incarcerated in the .Great Meadow 
Correctional Facility, Comstock. N.Y., whifeh Is within the - 
Albany Division. . , n? REC-Sg UU- <71^, <~_ /3? 




UACB, captioned individual's letter is being acknowledge) 
and he will be advised that his letters of 4/l4/?2 to former 
SAC BROUSE and 10/7/71 to Judge JOHN CURTIN have been.furnished 
to the Civil Rightsdivision. It will be suggested to him 
should he have any further questions that they be directed to 
Assistant Attorney General DAVID L* JARMAN, Civil Rights 
Division, U. S. Department of Jus^Msie, Washington, D. C« 20535* 



contemplated by tIi4r"Baffalw- Di. 2 d.si 0 n 


Sent 


.M 


if U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING pFFICE: 

nt»ir mma **:.- ■ ■ 










UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J13TICE 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Buffalo, New York 
April 24, 1972 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, 

Correctional Officers, 

Attica Correctional Facility, 

Attica (Wyoming County), New York; 
iruiHjriui u vwvp t ms - t t j mat 'E r riT ?— ypTTCA: 


b6 

b7C 


Reference is made to Buffalo memorandum dated 
October 24, 1971, captioned as above. 


£ 


pated April 14, 


The following letter from| 

1972, was received by the Buffalo Office, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation: 


This document ccnisins neither 
dations nor coacl-.’sdo.-.-.s ci the 7, 
piopsr’y c:' the 77 ,_ r 7 is leer 
agency; it sue. ilz cone-la >ra 
tributes cuir-ide your sg-nuy. 


recommea- 
21. It is the 
"•od to your 
.'t to be dis- 


VV - 5 00 ® 

ENCLOSURE 
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ATTICA REVISITED 


By John Carmody 

“The time is 9:45 a.m.,” 
says the faceless, official 
voice as the New York State 
PtStce-camera picks out the 
first gas barrage at; Attica 
atjjte priStrtk fiodlks fall In 
; TjoBfl&cjto Wfc’: 

8^0, on Chart- 
nel 26 (WETA), one of the 
.really compelling documen¬ 
taries of the year—and an 
“official film” at that—rec¬ 
ords with agonizing impar¬ 
tiality that 1971 prison riot, 
its causes and its aftermath. 

The 90-minute film is part 
of the official report of the 
McKay, snecial yommissjon, 

ordered by Gov. Nelson A. 
Rockefeller' two months 
after fine rebellion at Attica 
that ended In the deaths of 

Ami^ovees. That jr^ort was 

■•isffieij- today—the anniver¬ 
sary of the Attica riot, the 
worst in U.S. history. 

Following the PBS net¬ 
work broadcast, Martin 
Agronsky and a panel will 
discuss the report in a half- 
hour show. 

The film is organized 


tica’s establishment follow¬ 
ing two riots in other pris¬ 
ons in 1929. Commentary is 
by' dean Robert McKay of 
the NYU Law School, chair¬ 
man of the commission, who 
skillfully irftorjeot® o fficial 
judgments at appropriate 
moments. 

A few of the 3,000 wit¬ 
nesses who appeared before 
the commission are heard. 
Through the use of film 
and drawing*, the familiar, 
sorry litany of how prison 
tensions build is heard and 
seen: the unappetizing food, 
the poorly trained, all-white 
gua Sd J? Thu- lath 3 $ 


2> 

v t . A 


itigfrrt"^a!*>r, the tnc?^5ttig 
breakdowns in discipline 
fthese last are beautifully 
represented in drawings by 
an artist who has res : sted 
the temptation to make a 
comment). 

\ The troubles began in 
August, with a George Jack- 
son memorial. Soon th'> in¬ 
itiates were awash in false 
rumors that a prisoner had 
been beaten or killed—just 
^is a month later, waiting 
. coopers w::re stirred by 
false rumors that the hos¬ 
tages had been tortured, 
even castrated. 

- Qn-Sent.. 9. a poorly weir!-- 
ed bolt cracked' on a gate 
and the inmates and the 
world were engulfed in a 
nighmar^. 

All along the way, the 
report points out the flashes 
of humanity, cruelty, coinci¬ 
dence and complete misun¬ 
derstanding that marked 
Att'ca’s tragedy. 

Certain scenes are re¬ 
markable: the rebellion 

leader shout : ng, “wait, wait, 
wait, unt ! l I give you the 
cue,” to Ivs followers, un¬ 
aware that the commercial 
TV camera had already 
caught the r raised fists and 
manufactured cheers; the 
“I didn’t do it boss.” re¬ 
membered by a med'c who 
treated a prisoner beaten 
by revengeful guards; the 
hostage who recalls that’ his 
hair was combed from be¬ 
hind by a prisoner while be¬ 
ing told "we want you to be 
beaufful when you die.” 

T.ul there are other s'gbls 
—the discipline, the some¬ 
time kindness of the rebel 
leaders; the faces of the 
Waiting troopers who really 
didn’t know what thev were 
going to face inside: the 
political overtones. nside 
and outside the walls—all 
are here in this balanced 
rep*Efa_—'— i— 


Improvenients have been 
mSde* Sit "Attica inm»W-?=f^5- 
that has passed—visiting 
rules have been relaxed, 
more black guards have been 
brought in and the prison 
population has been reduced. 
They are small and inade¬ 
quate, as dean McKay re¬ 
ports. But they show, as docs 
this documentary, that this 
society still has the nerve 
to look at itself. That is 
about as much optimism as 
the present state of correc¬ 
tions and legal administra¬ 
tion-pEnhahlv allows. 
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Commission Criticizes Rockefeller* 


By Stephen Isaacs^/ 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

NEW YORK, Sept. 12—New 
York State’s official investiga¬ 
tion of the revolt at Attica 
prison has concluded that the 
state almost callously disre¬ 
garded human life in its han¬ 
dling of the uprising. 

The investigating commis¬ 
sion, appointed at the request 
of Gov. Nelson Rockfeller two 
weeks after he had approved 
using state troopers’ firepower 
to reclaim the prison — one 
year ago Wednesday—also 
i c riticized R ockfeller’s role in 
ithfe bvWlutf __ 

Xjia- 'T a n art’s m qst ch illing 
section is on the police action 
in reclaiming the prison from 
the rebellious inmates. 

In 15 minutes of wild shoot¬ 
ing, 39 persons were killed by 
the troopers, 10 of them state 
employees who had been held 
hostage by the inmates. 

The report describes mass 
chaos in the attack, including 
no communication between 
squad leaders and command- ' 
ers, no way to tell men to stop 
firing, and no clear directions 
on w^en to fire. _ „ - 

In the prison yard, says the 

comaBssiQj’s r eport- “tr oopers 
shot into tents, trenches, and 
barricades without looking 
first. In addition, even where 
the firing may have been justi¬ 
fied . .. the use of shotguns 
loaded with buckshot in the 
heavily populated spaces of D 
Yard led to the killing and 
wounding of hostages and of 
inmates who were not engaged 
in any hostile activity.” 

The nine-member investigat¬ 
ing commission which was 
headed by Dean Robert , B. 
lvl£K.ay <5f New York Lniver- 


sitjtXfiiK-School, eai he 

major significance of this re¬ 
port may lie in the fact that it 
documents in considerable de¬ 
tail every aspect of the life 
and structure of a major 
prison, based upon more pre¬ 
cise information than has ever 
before been assembled about 
any single institution. . ■” 

The commission interviewed. 
about 1,600 inmates, 400 prison 
guards, 270 state troopers, 200 
National Guardsmen and 
hundreds of others involved. 

It found that the inmates’ 
grievances were legitimate, in 
the main, and that the inmates 
had tried to work within the 
system to correct them to no 
avail. It found pervasive insti¬ 
tutional and personal racism 
within the prison. 

“That the explosion oc¬ 
curred first at Attica,” said 
the report, “was probably 
chance. But the elements for 
replication are all around us.i 
Attica is every prison; and 
every prison is Attica.” 

Before its detailed descrip¬ 
tion and analysis of what hap-, 
pened at Attica between Sept. 
9 and 13, 1971, when a total of 
43 persons lost their lives, the 
commission expressed despair 
with the entire American sys- j 
tern of dealing with lawbreak-- 
ers, saying: | 

“Prison is the end of thej 
criminal justice line —for in¬ 
mates, for supervisory person¬ 
nel, and for members of the 
public who have conveniently 
forgotten the institutions to 


most difficult fellow citizens.” 
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T he co mmission ,foi£a£.lll£t: 

f'uBnflitions inside Attica 
leading up to the inmates’ 
takeover were dehumanizing, 
debasing and volatile almost 
to the point of inevitable war¬ 
fare. 

• No plot or organized re¬ 

bellion existed — the takeover 
was spontaneous, disorgan¬ 
ized, badly managed by the in¬ 
mates. i 

• The negotiating procedure j 
between the state and the x in-' 
mates evolved haphazardly 
and was misunderstood by al¬ 
most all the parties involved. 

• The retaking of the occu¬ 
pied prison yards was, as the 
commission vividly describes 
it, almost Kafka-esqu,e in its 
disorganization and in its dis- 
regard for human jiff - 

Tfie assault involved - about 

300 troopers armada <wi»ih«s hot- 
guns - and high-powered sni- 
pers’ rifl e s , using ajnmunition 
that apparently helped in¬ 
crease loss of life, the report 
said. 

Other Findings 

The report said: 

“. . . There was no proce¬ 
dure established for instruct¬ 
ing the individual troopers of 
the assault forces on the ac¬ 
tion and behavior expected of 
them during the assault. 

“In a closed session before 
the commission, one trooper 
described the confusion dur¬ 
ing the first alert . . • when he 
was suddenly told, ‘We are 
going now.’ He testified that 
the troopers’ ha<f no idea who 
| their leaders were or what 
j- their objectives. were to be. 
i ‘We were just going to storm 
; the prison,’ he said.” 

On the assault day, the re¬ 
port said, ‘‘some of the com- 
. manders did not even know 
who was in their details.” 
i . .The police commanders 

expected their men to fire 
only at inmates engaged in 
overt, hostile acts against hos¬ 
tages and troopers. But there 
was no discussion or explana¬ 
tion of what constituted an 
overt, hostile act. That deci- 
' s>#fr»isg 3 ffas;- **e jo.the indi¬ 
vidual trooper . . T 


One Clear Qrder 

The report said tflaftroopers 
did get one clear oder: to 
avoid hand-to-hand combat. 
“The necessary implication of 
that order was that physical 
restraint short of firepower 
was not available,” the com¬ 
mission said. 

The commission tested the 
shotgun ammunition used by 
the troopers and found that 
“at distances of 40 and 50 
yards .. the actual- pattern 
(of the spray of the pellets) 
spread at those distances is 
larger than 4 feet in diameter 
. . .” The high-powered rifle 
bullets fired by troopers on 
the roofs, said the commission, 
were expanding bullets that 
have been prohibited by inter¬ 
national treaty from use in 
war. 

In addition, the commission 
said, the state had failed to 
call in medical help in ad¬ 
vance of the attack. 

“ Thq s_tojy of the .-med ical 
trea thienl o f th e wound e d in- 

mateSaM ^*J s a Study>liL.total 
lack of planning and concern,” 
says the report. “And if no ad¬ 
ditional lives were lost in spite 
of these circumstances, it is 
largely due to the efforts of 
unsung heroes—volunteer doc¬ 
tors and young National 
Guardsmen on weekend duty 
—who brought one of the few 
rays of humanity into that in¬ 
human day.” 

Four Hours Afterward 

The commission said the 
first surgery on a wounded in¬ 
mate began four hours after 
the shooting stopped, and the 
first inmate evacuated to a 
j hospital emergency room was 
! taken there 7% hours after he 
was shot. “Many operations 
for gunshot wounds were not 
performed until the next day,” 
said the report. 

And the next day, the com¬ 
mission skid, troopers and 
guirdyjlggt in¬ 

mates unmercifully. 


The.* com mission , desc ribed 
b uckpassing by various stat e 
officials about responsibility 
for the reprisals, *nd their vir¬ 
tual ignoring of it as it was 
going on. 

This lack of control was evi¬ 
dent during the attack, the re¬ 
port said, in that a number of 
correctional officers partici¬ 
pated in the shooting, even 
though Governor Rockefeller 
and other state officials had 
specifically insisted that they 
be prohibited from doing so, 
lest they be too emotionally 
involved to control them¬ 
selves. 

^Ttec^-ccmmissinn’s^ criticism 
of Rockefeller lies u i$ lijs re¬ 
fusal to . come to. the. prison. 
despite implorings from an ob- 
servers’ committee to do so, 
and from his own Commis¬ 
sioner of Corrections, Russell 
G. Oswald. 

. 

Reason Understood 

“The commission can read¬ 
ily understand why the gover¬ 
nor was unwilling to go to At¬ 
tica prior to Commissioner Os¬ 
wald’s request on Sunday eve¬ 
ning,” says the report. 

“The governor’s presence 
could have undermined Os¬ 
wald’s authority in dealing 
with the observers and in¬ 
mates. 

. . In such circumstances, 
where state neglect was a 
major contributing factor to 
the uprising, the commission 
feels that the governor should 
not have committed the state’s 
armed forces against the reb¬ 
els without first appearing on 
.the scene and satisfying him¬ 
self that there was no other al¬ 
ternative and that all precau¬ 
tions against excessive force 
had been taken.” 

Perhaps the key portion of 
the report, in regard to the 
gojjeaiar.’i and Oswald's deci- 
sion to go in shooting, is: 



















“Tho rWisinn „Mis»“~feaSed 

upon the belief that basic 
principles — not just lives — 
were at stake in the uprising, 
from the outset, the governor 
perceived the Attica uprising 
as more than a prison riot. 
The uprising constituted an in¬ 
surrection against the very au¬ 
thority of the state, and to tol¬ 
erate it was to concede a loss 
of sovereignty over the 
rebels... 

State Reassertion 

“The decision to retake the 
prison was not a quixotic ef¬ 
fort to rescue hostages in the 
midst of 1,200 inmates; it was 
a decisive reassertion of the 
state of its sovereignty and 
power. While all state officials 
were concerned about the 
safety bf the hostages, they 
had finally reached the con- 

I elusion that, after four days Of 
negotiations, the need to reas¬ 
sert the authority of the state 
over the rebels outweighed 
j the risks of an assault. 

“Many inmates still be¬ 
lieved, when (the attack 
commenced), that the balance 
of power was controlled by 
hostages, not guns. They 
failed.Actcaaiize th at once tT ie 

state decided that’ the rebel- 

_ 

I lion was no longer, tolerable. | 
| the Uves oi the hostages were I 
; ' expe ndabl e .” 

1 The commission said that 
;when it last visited Attica — 
last month — improvements 
had begun. Some black and 
Spanish-speaking guards had 
been recruited, more liberal 
visiting rules instituted, re¬ 
strictions on correspondence 
and literature eased, new uni¬ 
forms had been distributed, 
nutrition had been improved 
— and two showers a week 
per inmate instead of one 
were now allowed. 

Recommendations 

But, it says, unless far more 
drastic steps are taken, Attica 
and other prisons like it are 
likely to explode again. It rec¬ 
ommends seven principles of 
penology that ought to be fol¬ 
lowed if there is to be any 
hope of preventing further At- 
ficSr- 


1. Prison ers iuu£i-&-a->>e all 
tlfe 1 rights of other citizens ex¬ 
cept those specifically taken 
away by court order. 

2. Confinement should be 
the least that is administra¬ 
tively necessary. 

3. Confinement should be di¬ 
rected at elevating and en- 1 
hancing the dignity, worth and; 
self-confidence of the inmates,' 
not at debasing and dehuman¬ 
izing them. 

4. Community groups and 

outside professionals should 
be allowed and encouraged to, 
participate regularly in the 
life of each correctional facil¬ 
ity. i 

5. Correctional officers must 
be trained, and must be per-! 
sons motivated to help in-! 
mates. 

6. Training programs should | 
be conducted in accordance 
with the preceding principles. 

7. Parole procedures must 
be measured by clear stand¬ 
ards and prisoners told how to 
get it and, if they cannot be 
paroled, why not. 

Gov. Rockefeller ahd Cor¬ 
rection Commissioner Oswald 
both declined to comment di¬ 
rectly on the report. ' 

Rockefeller issued a three- 
paragraph statement thanking! 
the commission for its work. 
He said an understanding of 
what happened at Attica was 
“essential to carrying out our 
programs for improving our 
system of criminal justice.” 

A spokesman said it was un -1 
likely A the _ governor would 
have further comment - . I 












United Press International 

State police, wearing gas masks, herd subdued ing them at Attica State Prison, New York, in investigating the revolt of one year ago today. 

Jamaica into A yard before stripping and search- this 1911 photo just released by the commission 
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Soy Lands - 
Attfca Probe 

<5^ Without mentioning that he 
was criticized lor failing to go 
to Attica, Gov. Rockefeller 
praised the McKay Commission 
lor its report' on last year’s 
prison tragedy. • ; 

“I want to congratulate and 
express my deep appreciation, 
to Mr. McKay, the members of 
’ the commission and staff for 
the dedication and devo fion in 
. their work.” 

Calling it a “monumental job 
of investigating and reporting,” 
Rockefeller said the report is 
eS gfifl tiaL iS improving the crim¬ 
inal . justice system. . — “ 
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Robert McKay, dean of New York 
University Law School, chairman. 

The Rev. Ed-win B. Broderick, Catholic 
hishop of Albany, ■ 

Robert ,L. Carter, member of Ia<w firm of 
Poletti, Friedin, Prashker, Feldman ft Gartner, 
New Tork. " , 

Mrs. Amalia Guerrero, president, Society 
.of Friends of Puerto Rico; member State Park 
Commission. 

' Amos Henix, former inmate and now execu¬ 
tive director of Reality House, a Manhattan 
^ug^ehgjbilitation program. i —p 

■ Burke Marshall, deputy dean of Yale Haw 
School and former head of the Civil Rights 
Division of the Justice Department. -- 

Walter Rothschild, chairman of the board 
of the New York Urban Coalition and formerly 
! president of Abraham & Straus, 

Mrs. Dorothy Wadsworth, director of de- 
velopment, Rochester Institute of Technology. 

William Wilbanks, doctoral candidate at the 
School of Criminal Justice, the State Univer¬ 
sity at Albany. . ... 
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By DONALD SINGLETON^ 

The State Special Commission on Attica cen- 
| sured yesterday the manner in which state officials 
handled last year’s bloodwAttica-Prison, uprising, 
and specifically criticized GoyrBockefeller for his 
refusal to gc y to -Attica and make a last-ditch at¬ 
tempt to bring the rebellion to an end without 
bloodshed. The commission felt that it was the 
governor’s responsibility to be “at the scene of the 
critical decision involving a great risk of loss of 
life.” 

The commission’s massive final.report, issued one year 
to .the day after the police reeapture of Attica, is a pains¬ 
takingly thorough reconstruction of the events at Attica 
before, during and after the inmate rebelli on and p olice 
siege in which 43 persons lost their lives. . 

In the 515-page Tepofc^t h el ' " 

commission states its belief that 
the riot was not planned but was 
rather “a spontaneous burst of 
violent anger” from a new breed 
of inmate, described as being 
“largely black” and “full of deep 
feelings of alienation and hostil¬ 
ity against the established instil 
tutions of. law and gbvernment, 
enhanced- self-esteem, racial pride 
and political awareness and an 
unwillingness to accept the petty 
I humiliations and ra cism . r th_a -t 
! chaf&fit&TftW prison life.” 
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Attack on Rockefeller I 

Taf W nw c hapters of the report ! 
deal with the series of unforesee¬ 
able accidents that allowed the 
inmates to gain control of the 
prison, with the apparent admin¬ 
istrative blunders by Correction 
Department and state police of¬ 
ficials, with breakdowns in of¬ 
ficial lines of communication, 
with “clearly indiscriminate fir¬ 
ing into congested areas by men 
who did not value the inmates’ 
lives,” and with the brutal repri¬ 
sals that followed the worst 
prison riot in American history. 

But the most striking element 
of the report was the commis¬ 
sion’s statement of belief that 
Gov. Rockefeller was wrong in 
not going to Attica in response 
to repeated requests by civilian 
observers and various officials, 
including Correction Co’mmis- 
sioner Russell G. Oswald, who, 
Rockefeller said over and over 
in his testimony to the commis¬ 
sion, was in absolute charge of 
the state’s operations at Attica. 

“Many of the inmates’ griev¬ 
ances were acknowledged to be 
legitimate by both the commis¬ 
sioner and the governor,” the re- 
aurt^.states. “In such, -ciramn- 
stances, where state neglect was 


*.ja_ maio r contributing fac tor to 
the uprising, tfie commission 
feels that the governor should 
not have committed the state’s 
armed forces against the rebels 
without first appearing on the 
scene and satisfying himself that 
all precautions against excessive 
force had been taken.” 

The'commission noted that the 
issue of complete amnesty, and 
not the governor’s presence, had 
been “the paramount issue at all 
times, and there was no evidence 
before the governor that the in¬ 
mates were prepared to accept 
less.” The commission also 
stressed its belief that it is not 
suggesting “that the governor’s 
failure to appear at Attica was 
the cause of the deaths and casu¬ 
alties that followed.” 

Nevertheless, the report con- 
I eluded: “In summary, the com¬ 
mission believe s _ that -the 
I g(.fvei HW"*l»ould have gone to At¬ 


tica, not as a matter of duress 
or because the inmates demanded 
his presence, but because his re¬ 
sponsibilities as the state’s chief 
executive made it appropriate 
that he be present at the scene 
of the critical decision involving 
great risk of loss of life, after 
Commissioner . Oswald had re¬ 
quested him to come.” 

The commission, known ns the 
McKay Commission after its 
chairman, Dean Robert McKay of 
the New York University Law 
School, also made the following 
i majofji rulings in its report: 

I • The riot was rtat-'p tsan ed : 


commission has found no 
evide nce that the Attica uprising 
was planned, either by avowed 
revolutionaries or anyone else. 
All of the objective evidence, es¬ 
pecially the course the uprising 
actually took, points in the other 
direction.” 

• The governor was correct in 
not granting the total amnesty 
demanded by the prisoners: 
“Even if the governor had the 
power, the commission agrees 
that amnesty should not have 
been granted in the circumstances 
of Attica. The uprising,at Attica 
i wd&'steESB^ianied By EcfS ’of vio¬ 


lence resulting in the death of 
one correction offfccT'alKfTSei-ious 
injuries to others (and) as it 
turned out, three inmates had 
been brutally murdered in D 
Block. Total amnesty would have 
excused all of these crimes.” 

• Excessive force definitely 
was used in the police siege: 
“There was no justification for 
the many instances of shooting 
into tents, trenches and bar¬ 
ricades without looking. The ... 
’SffiSlgd discharge o f ‘QQ’ buck- 
$hot pellets into D Yard at 

ranges far exceeding the 
weapont fntendeci use ^nnques- 
tionably wounded, and perhaps 
killed, many inmates who were 
not engaged in any acts of hos¬ 
tility or resistance whatever.” 

• There were repeated c o m- 
munication breakdowns. False 
rumors were spread by officials. 
Although state police plans dic¬ 
tated that correction officers 
were not to fire weapons during 
the siege, the plan “was never 
■ translated into orders which 
, reached the officers of either the 
! correctional service or the state 

police who were in direct com¬ 
mand.” 

• Observers were unsure of 
their job: “The (observers) com¬ 
mittee was unwieldy in number— 
over 30 members—a nd.-wp acked 
witn'Uffi’afugica] dtrrfffSMs b e- 


tw mb. l.k/vi.. who identified com¬ 
pletely with the inmates ana those 
who were prop onents of t h e po¬ 
sition of the state.” 

• Inmate leaders were not sin¬ 
gled out to be shot during the 
assault: “. . .except fox (inmate 
L. D.) Barkley, none of the more 
than 15 members of the (inmate) 
negotiating committee, who had 
been seen on television for four 
days, was killed or even 
wounded.” 

Inadequate Medical Plan 

• There was no adequate med¬ 
ical plan: “. . . when the shooting 
stopped, leaving over 120 inmates 
and hostages dead or wounded, 
the corps of medical personnel 
at the facility ready to treat cas¬ 
ualties consisted of the two pris¬ 
on doctors, two male nurses and 
one X-ray technician from the 
prison hospital” as well as three 
orderlies and two local veterinar¬ 
ians. “The story of the medical 
treatment of the wounded in¬ 
mates. . .is a study in total lack 
of planning and concern.’ 

• Authorities took no steps 
to prevent reprisals: “No effec¬ 
tive steps were taken on Sept. 
13 to see that reprisals did not 
occur and no satisfactory expla¬ 
nation has been given for that 
failure.” The commissioner also 
said: “Having failed in their re¬ 
sponsibility to prevent reprisals, 
correction and police officials 
took no steps to identify and 
discipline those involved.” 

The report, 'farther with a 90- 
minute television special to be 
aired tonight on public television 
stations, was filled with stories 
of specific incidents of brutality 
against inmates in the aftermath 
of the police recapture of the 
prison. 

The hearings followed interviews 
by commission staff members of 
1,600 inmates who were inside 
Attica during the riot, as well 
as 400 correction officers, 50 ci¬ 
vilian employes of the prison, 270 
state troopers, 100 sheriff’s per¬ 
sonnel, 24 members of the ob¬ 
servers committee, 200 national 
guardsmen and several Attica 
townspeople, as well as Rocke¬ 
feller, Oswald and members of 
their top-level staffs. 

The nine members of the com¬ 
mission were appointed last Sept. 
30 by Chief Judge Stanley H. 
Fuld of the Court of Appeals, 
q n the ,instruction g of Rockefel- 

















Associated Press Wirephot© 

Correction Officer Elmer Huehn looks over D yard at Attica prison, where a year ago he was held 
- . _ hostage of inmates during uprising. - - 

2i;iillliiiiillll|i||liillllllillli!iiin;:iini:;t!iilit;::.;ii:iii!iiiiiiiiiiiiiuiii! Mmiii!M.ti:i;iit;!ii!;i;-;iii;: i ii!nn:;i:iii;;;iiiiHiiiin;iini;iiiiniiiii ;n;!iiiaiiiniii;i:!iiiiiiniHiUiii;ii!;!i>n:;ii!;iiiiii.i!-;n!Li;8iiiiiiiiii;ii!iiji:i:-ni;i!iii!iiiiiiii!niiiiiiii;?!i:>!!i!ii -i; j;.itmLmu.':i:i>a^ 




















0- 1!. (REV. 8.15-72) 


U 

rj*—* 

cet 

DlSu 

Fran. 

Rfv 

ly-rv’t _ 

n ptof 

\j_ 

i ' £ 






if) i % .iT- 



Fallowing are excerp^from 
the 514-page report of the 
New York Stpte . Special 
Commission oh'Attica: ,.U 
In prison, inmates found 
the same deprivation that, 
they found on the street: 
Meals were unappetizipg and 
not up to nutritional stand¬ 
ards. Clothing was old;, ill- 
fitting, and inadequate.... 
To get along in the prison 
economy, inmates resorted to 
“hustling,” just as they had 
in trying to cope,with the: 
economic system outside the 
walls... .Above all, for both: 
inmates and officers, “cor¬ 
rection” meant yan atmos¬ 
phere charged with racism. 

1 In' the end, the promise 
of rehabilitation had become i 
'a cruel joke. If anyone, was ( 
rehabilitated it was in spite , 

. of Attica, not because of it. i 
Contrary to popular Views,.; 
the Attica uprising was nei- . 
ther a long-planned revolu¬ 
tionary plot nor a proletarian J 
revolution against the- capi- • 
talist system. After talking j 
with inmates, correction or- > 
ficers, administrators, observ- 1 
ers and experts, and. after I 
much reflection ‘the commis- ; 
sion has concluded that:,., ' 

^Rather than being revo¬ 
lutionary conspirators, bent.- 
only on destruction, the At¬ 
tica rebels were part of a 
new breed of younger, more 
aware inmates, largely black; 
who came to prison full, of 
deep feelings of alienation 
and hostility against the es-' 
tablished institutions of law 
and government, and with an 
enhanced self-esteem/ • facial 
pride and political awareness, 
and an unwillingness to ac¬ 
cept the pretty humilations 

1 prisamfifty^ •»,-V : v 
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sixties, the At$jca uprising 
was. theproduct of frustrated 
hopes and unfulfilled expec¬ 
tations, after efforts to bring 
_ about meaningful change had 
failed.- ' 

fllThe Uprising began as' a 
spontaneous burst of violent 
anger and was not planned or 
' organized in advance.... 

flThe highly organizedin- 
. mate society, in D-block yard 
, developed r spontaneously; 
after a period of chaos, rath-’ 
er than by prearrangement.... 

In reaching-these) conclu¬ 
sions concerning the causes 
of the uprising, the: commis¬ 
sion., nevertheless. condemns, 

. the taking ,of hostages as a. 
means , of bringing ' about 
changes . in' -society,, even 
where peaceful efforts at-re¬ 
form have failed.,, Whether 
carried out in p commercial 
jetliner or in:a prison, the 
holding of human laves for 
: ransom is wrong and' only 
leads to more, violence and,, 
to a backlash- that makes 
■! change more difficult. 

-Almost all correction offi- 
j cers interviewed by the Com¬ 
mission said that no,riot plan 

S f any kind had been com- 
lunicated to them and the 
great majority said that no 
plan ever existed Jhgre had 
[— nwerr uf’en any tHSHB^'-for, 
correction, officers .or any 
, training’ session on how - to 
handle a prisonwide disturb¬ 
ance. As a result, they were 
forced, to rely'.on the'gates. 
When Times Square, [the 
• junction pf £WOi buildings' in 
the center of the prison com¬ 
pound] fell,, the • authorities 
were, for , all ’ practical pur¬ 
poses, paralyzed.. , 

The-negotiations were not 
planned '— they just devel¬ 
oped. . When the 1 Commis- 

fii' g t^fwil, the police ' tvere 
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not prepared to retaka the 
prison. By tnfr dnre suffi¬ 
cient assault forces had been 
summoned, the negotiations 
were under way and the 
Commissioner chose to con¬ 
tinue them, reluctant to the 
end to undertake any action 
which would imperil lives. 

Many inmates were fear¬ 
ful or mass prosecutions 
which would catch in their 
dragnet even passive partici¬ 
pants in the uprising. These 
fears were played upon by 
inmate orators, particularly 
after y ie death of Officer 
William Quinn, Trtid * TTm 
been struck in Times Square 
on Sept. 9....The Governor 
stated that he did not have 
power under the Constitu¬ 
tion to grant the inmates 
amnesty, and that as a mat¬ 
ter of principle he would not 
have granted amnesty even 
if he could.... 

The commission agrees 
that complete amnesty for 
crimes such as assault and 
homicide should not have 
been granted in the circum¬ 
stances of Attica. The com- 
mi ssion be lieves, however, 

that'prSsecution fould” have '* 
been waived for lesser 
crimes, such as taking hos¬ 
tages without harming them. 
But that alternative was not 
sufficiently explored by 
either side. 

Following the session with 
the observers on Sunday eve¬ 
ning, Oswald telephoned the 
Governor. Oswald testified — 
concerning this call: 

“I suggested that it might 
be appropriate for someone 
as warm and understanding 
as Governor Rockefeller to 
walk that last mile and come, 
although I went on to ex¬ 
press the view that I didn't 
feel that it was going to be 
productive.” 

No one can be sure wheth¬ 
er the Governor’s presence 
would have succeeded in pro¬ 
ducing a settlement that had 
eluded Oswald and the ob¬ 
servers. Present or not, the 
Governor . was T unwilling to 


grant amnesty, the critical 

the Governor’s decision not 
to go to Attica has tended 
to overshadow all other is¬ 
sues as a subject of public 
debate. 

The commission can readi¬ 
ly understand why the Gov¬ 
ernor was unwilling to go to 
Attica prior to Commissioner 
Oswald's request on Sunday 
evening. The Governor’s 
presence could have under¬ 
mined Oswald’s authority in 
dealing with the observers 
and inmates. But when the 
Governor refused Oswald’s 
request that he come,- he 
was spuming the recommen¬ 
dations of the man on whom 
he had relied to bring about 
a peaceful resolution, and de¬ 
parting from his usual policy 
5 of giving full support to his 
appointee. 

The commission does not 
i,j underestimate the problems 
jj! that would have faced the 
l) Governor had he gone to 
; Attica. The observers stated 
: to the Governor that they 
were asking only that . he 
; meet with them—not with 
inmates. But it is probable 
that the presence of the Gov¬ 
ernor at Attica would have 
1 precipitated a demand by in- 
-| mates that he enter the yard. 

J The pressure would have 
been intense, as the Gover- 
, nor’s refusal to comply with 
| the request could have been 
lj characterized by inmates as 
indication of bad faith, pre- 
; eluding a peaceful settlement 
- and jeopardizing the lives of 
hostages. 

A Difficult Decision 
Recognizing that the de¬ 
cision was not an easy one 
for the Governor to make, 
the commission nevertheless 
believes that conditions made 
it appropriate for the Gov¬ 
ernor to go to Attica. 

At the time of the uprising, 
the Governor realized that 
the prison system had long 
been neglected and was in 
need of major reform. Many 
of the inmates’ grievances 
were acknowledged to be le¬ 
gitimate by both the Com¬ 
missioner and the Governor. 
In such circumstances, where 
state neglect was a major 
contabiaiHS=Sactqf.ie-*fe^di'P- 


ris iflSaAS- J iCommission feels 
that the Q o vcrn o r~ 5 ft o ul d*not 
have co mmitted the sta te’s 
armed forces against the reb¬ 
els without first appearing 
on the scene and satisfying 
himself that there was no 
other alternative and that 
all precautions against ex¬ 
cessive force had been taken. 

It is possible that even 
without a grant of amnesty, 
the Governor’s presence at 
Attica would have overcome 
inmate mistrust of the state’s 
commitment to reform and 
induced acceptance of the 28 
points. Some inmates have 
expressed this view to the 
commission. 

Officers’ Reactions Cited 

But even if a settlement 
were not achieved, the com¬ 
mission believes that the 
presence of the Governor 
would have had a stabilizing 
effect on the troopers and 
correction officers taking 
part in the assault and re¬ 
housing of inmates, many of 
whom were bitter toward 
Commissioner Oswald for his 
negotiations with the in¬ 
mates, but respectful of the 
Governor. 

Finally, the commission be¬ 
lieves that the Governor 
should, at the very least, 
have accepted the “modified 
proposal” presented to him 
by his aides late. Sunday 
night—that he offer to go to 
Attica to negotiate further 
on the 28 points if the in¬ 
mates would first release the 
hostages and then return to 
their cells.... 

By these conclusions the 
commission does not mean 
to suggest that the Gover¬ 
nor’s failure to appear at 
Attica was the cause of the 
deaths and casualties that 
followed. Full amnesty was 
the paramount issue at all 
times and there was no evi¬ 
dence before the Goyemor 
that the inmates were pre¬ 
pared to accept less. How¬ 
ever, even if one could be 
certain the Governor's ap¬ 
pearance would not have led 
to a settlement, the gravity 
of the situation warranted 
the Governor’s presence be¬ 
fore the decision was r.each ed 
to coSss'ifeSssshe'ffsSatirr. 













Conclusions Summarized 

In summary, tne commis¬ 
sion believes that the Gov¬ 
ernor should have gone to 
Attica, not as a matter of 
duress or because the in¬ 
mates demanded his pres¬ 
ence, but because his re¬ 
sponsibilities as the state’s 
chief executive made it ap¬ 
propriate that he be present 
at the scene of the critical 
decision involving great risk 
of loss of life, after Com¬ 
missioner Oswald had re¬ 
quested him to come. 

Although high - ranking 
state officials from several 
agencies were on the scene 
at Attica, the entire plan¬ 
ning of the- police action to 
retake the institution was 
left to the local state police 
.troop commander. In devis¬ 
ing the tactical plan, he 
could use only the personnel 
and equipment available to 
the state police and did not 
have the benefit of advice 
or review by civilian or 
military authorities. ... 

The assault planners ac¬ 
knowledged that they did not, 
possess the capability of 
reaching the hostages in time 
to save their lives, if the in¬ 
mates were in fact set upon 

'killing 'them. Sihce' there 
could be no certainty of sav¬ 
ing the hostages, in reality 
the first priority in drafting 
the assault plan was to mini¬ 
mize the risk of injury to the 
assault forces themselves. 

There was no effective 
commander-in-chief; there 
were only department heads. 
No one was responsible for 
seeing that everything was 
done, and many things were 
simply left undone. Such 
problems, for instance, as 
control of firepower, evacua¬ 
tion and medical care of in¬ 
jured, returning inmates to 
cells, and the notification of 
the next of kin of fatalities 
were considered only as they 
arose, and entirely too late. 

In essence the police used 
what was available. Although 
the scatter pattern of buck¬ 
shot was well known, no ef- 
fost&. gffigrB » made . t o, obt ain 
carbines or other^InieST... 


Surely .none of the planners 
couOT have denieck—hteg—Ifh 
been asked at the time, that 
the use of shotguns not only 
increased the risk, but vir¬ 
tually assured the death or 
serious injury of innocent 
persons in the congested con- 
, fines of D-yard. 

Most of the top-level ad¬ 
ministrators interviewed by 
, the commission were asked 
who they -thought was re¬ 
sponsible for seeing to it that 
medical care was -provided, 
for wounded inmates. The re¬ 
sponses varied, but all, of 
them can fairly be charac¬ 
terized as passing the buck. 

Having failed in their re¬ 
sponsibility to prevent .repri- : 
sals, correction and police of¬ 
ficials took no steps to iden¬ 
tify and discipline those 
involved. ’ 

If a riot does occur, the 
following principles, derived 
from the failures at Attica, 
commend themselves not as 
| rigid rules, but as general 
, guidelines for conducting 
i negotiations: 

*5When to negotiate: If the 
prison can be retaken im¬ 
mediately without lethal 

( force, the authorities should 
do so- 

^Neutral Ground: The com¬ 
mission believes that' negoti¬ 
ations cpnducted before hun¬ 
dreds of inmates are not 
likely to be productive.... 

*IThe Press: The presence 
of television cameras and the 
press has a tendency to en¬ 
courage rhetoric rather than 
serious concessions... .To 
maximize chances of agree¬ 
ment, negotiations must be 
conducted privately without 
the presence of the press but 
with appropriate briefings to 


^.Ohsarvems: The 1 commis¬ 
sion Deng vis that dfiucf'nS- 

and the state are preferable 
to the use of outsiders. How¬ 
ever, if outsiders are re¬ 
quired in the negotiations, 

! ; their function and authority 
must be clearly defined and 
agreed upon by them.... 

*JIClear Warning: Before 
terminating negotiations, 
and' commencing an assault, 
the. inmates must be made 
to understand that the al¬ 
ternative to a settlement is 
an armed assault with guns.... 
^Mistrust: The state nego- 
[ tiators must be ever mind¬ 
ful that the gulf of mistrust 
between the inmates and au¬ 
thorities is not easily bridged, 
and that setbacks in the ne-- 
gotiations are inevitable. 
Pati£nce^s-£sseptial.-, - 

i 1 - - --- 













© 1972 Bantam Books/ Inc. 

After the shooting stopped, dead and wounded men lay on the catwalks as efforts to resecure the prison con¬ 
tinued. The commission said that inadequate planning for medical treatment resulted in some of the wounded not 

receiving any until about four hours after the assault. ^— - 


















l\ttica inmates holding blindfolded hostages in “Times Square,” junction of four catwalks in the prison’s center, minutes before the assault 
retake the facility. These official police photos were not part of the special state commission’s report but were made available by the 

to Bantam Books, Inc., for publication today in a book containing the report. 
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Report Says He Should Have j 
Visited Site Before Order, ' 
Was Given for Assault r 1 


RIOT. HELD UNPLANNED: 


i, eyupt ion of vh 
“was not pianrlefl,., 
Deputed spontaneously.' Like’ 1 
the disturbances in the slums in’' 


of. frustrated hopes and'unful¬ 
filled expectations after efforts 
in bring meaningful change had 


[Group Finds Inmates Were 
^Organized Spontaneously » 
j in Captured Prison Yard 5 

! I i — .pj 

By MICHAEL T. KAUFMAN'.; ! 

1 The, New York. State Speci'alj 
Commission oh Attica conclud-j 
,ed in .its ’final report released! 
(yesterday that Governor 1 Rocke-1 
ifelier should .have gone to the. 
upstate prison before ordering"; 
aruarmed. assault on rebel In-' 

i . i • 

mates. .... -i« 
This determination, as well 
as a variety of others, on tfi,e 
origins; development and after-] 
path of the uprising, was ccm-;, 
veyed by the commission in .its 
1518-page report issued to co- ; (.■ 
lincide.with todays anniversary/ fi j 


of the: assault, in which 30 in- 
mates ( and TO hostages died-: 
Oyer-all, 111 prison -.employes 
and 32‘ inmates, lost' their lives' f j 
as a result of’ the iijpfising, ofeYj 
bloodiest in' /American. prison? 1 
history. ‘ " " ’ . ' ' " 

in addition to the view off he, 
Governor’s decision not to go to' 
Attica, a point that-the-/com- 
missldu regarded, as tending “to 
overshadow'alh other issues of 
public debath, ”J the • report, 
adopted . ynaniniqusly by the j 
iniiie/pembers; 7 pade the f o-llow- 
iin i »j w <gw M i t 8: ; 


failed.” 

• JThe- highly/organized in- ■ 
[pate society in thp. captured 
prison yard also- developed 
ispoptaneouslyi v- ~- 

' 9There appeared to be no-' 
,plan for dealing with-'riots- or; 
drills by the custodial staff aty- 
Attica prior to.last September.// 
4 ^Negotiating efforts by. a.” 
citizens committee were not- 
planned but evolved when.-suf- - 
ficient state forces ..could not’! 
[be Massed at theeprisoin during/ 
thh .firet day. V /f ' * 

, nce negotiations Began, no. . 
"effective mechanisms were/ 
worked out either by the. ip. - 
mates, who refused to delegate/ 
responsibility, or by the citizens;/ 
committee,- whose role was' 
never defined. • 

^Coverage . of the nego-/. 
tiafibns by . the media created ' 
an “air of Unreality” and en¬ 
couraged rhetoric gather than- 
(reasonable dialogue. 

UThe assault plan itself was; 
faulty since it could not.have-; 
saved hostage lives if inmates/ 
were in. fact set bn killing. ‘ 
flNo nonlathal weaponry was 
available? to the state police'; 
and the gung and ammunition; 
lused were such .that they made . 
inevitable the deaths and in¬ 
juries of innocent people. . 

fllThere was no unified 
mahd responsible for coordin¬ 
ating the assault 'and the; 
various state agencies involved. 
There was no prior planning 
for medical attention' and re¬ 
housing of inmates."... 

^Despite the inmates’ fre-/ 
Iquently expressed fear of re-/- 
prisais' following the . five-day. 
uprising officials took no effec-, 
tiye ^teps_fo^prevent such re-/ 
jpris als* nrhiefi did taK^fflSCS,*' 

‘ \j . 
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T he co mmission’s most clirect 
criticism or the inmateffTSfifFTt 
“condemns the taking of hos¬ 
tages as a means of bringing 
about changes in society, even 

» • r ~" m 

where peaceful efforts at re¬ 
form have failed.” 

The commission, selected last 
Sept. 30 by a panel of the 
state’s ranking judges, was 
charged by Governor Rockefel¬ 
ler with conducting “a full and 
impartial investigation” of the 
events surrounding the rebel¬ 
lion and making “a complete 
report to the public.” 

To that end, the commis-, 
sioners and a staff headed by 
Arthur Liman, the general coun¬ 
sel, interviewed more than 
3,000 inmates, correctional em¬ 
ployes, state troopers, National 
Guard troops and the towns¬ 
people of Attica. 

From the outset of its in¬ 
quiry, the group, generally 
known as the McKay Commis¬ 
sion after its chairman, Robert 
B. McKay, the dean of New 
York University Law School, 
was beset by problems that 
stemmed from what some con¬ 
sidered the ambiguous sources 
of its power. 

There were groups claiming 
to represent inmates who re¬ 
fused to cooperate with the 
commission, prejudging its 
work as a “whitewash.” They 
said that since the commission 
was ultimately a creation of 
the Governor, it would not 
have unlimited independence. 

Furthermore, there has been 
continuous friction between the 
McKay group and the staff of 
Robert E. Fischer, the deputy 
attorney general who has been 
conducting an investigation of 
wrongdoing at Attica, under a 
separate executive mandate. 

Records Are Subpoenaed 

Last May, Mr. Fischer’s 
panel sought to prevent the 
McKay Commission from hold¬ 
ing televised public hearings 
on the ground that this would 
jeopardize his efforts. And last 
week, Mr. Fischer subpoenaed 
the records of confidential in¬ 
tervie ws now in the possession 
of tfnnJfcKa* panel/ 


Mr. Liman i s see king to qu ash 
this subpoena on'-nre gFound 
that earlier assurances were 
given that such material would 
be kept from prosecutors. 

In light of this, special atten¬ 
tion has been focused on those 
aspects of the report dealing 
with the Governor’s actions. 
During the public hearing phase 
of its inquiry, the commission 
released the transcript of its 
questioning of the Governor 
and his staff. 

At that time, Mr. Rockefeller 
declared that he had rejected 
the requests of is aides that 

! he journey to Attica because 
“I was trying to do the best 
I could to save the hostages, 
save the prisoners, restore 
order, and preserve our system 
without undertaking actions 
which could set a precedent 
which would go across 
the country like wildfire.” 

The commission report, 
which was agreed tb unan¬ 
imously after a section-by¬ 
section discussion involving the 
nine commissioners, em¬ 
phasized that the decision fac¬ 
ing the Governor was a very 
difficult one. But the report 
added: 

“The commission neverthe¬ 
less believes that conditions 
made it appropriate for the 
Governor to go to Attica. At 
the time of the uprising, the, 
Governor realized that the pris¬ 
on system had long been neg¬ 
lected and was in need of major 
reform.” 

Annesty Stand Backed 
The commission agreed gen¬ 
erally with the Governor’s view 
that he could not and should 
not guarantee amnesty for maj¬ 
or criminal acts, though it 
noted that the possibility of 
amnesty for less serious acts 
had not been sufficiently ex¬ 
plored by anyone. 

But even conceding that the 
probability of settlement with¬ 
out amnesty was virtually non¬ 
existent, the commission said it 
believed “that the presence of 
the Governor would have had 
a stabilizing effect on the 
troopers and correction officers 
taking part in the. assault and 
reh<*ucjng,ai. initia t e d* | 

















“In summary, 7 ’ this section 
of fhi»*Tfrigftt. said, 
ernor should have gone to At¬ 
tica, not as a matter of duress 
or because the inmates de¬ 
manded his presence, but be¬ 
cause his responsibilities as the 
state’s chief executive made it 
appropriate that he be present 
at the scene of the critical deci¬ 
sion involving great risk of loss 
of life, after [Correction] Com¬ 
missioner [Russell G.] Oswald 
had requested him to come.” 

The Governor yesterday is¬ 
sued a three-paragraph state¬ 
ment in which he expressed 
his “appreciation” to the com¬ 
mission for what he called 
“this monumental job of inves¬ 
tigating and reporting.” The' 
Governor’s statement said the 
report “will help in understand¬ 
ing the problems and events 
leading up to and during the 
rebellion at Attica,” which, he 
said, was essential “to carrying 
oift our programs for improv¬ 
ing our system of criminal 
justice.” 

A spokesman for the Gover¬ 


nor said that thi^confratula- 
tory statement would be the 
sum of Mr. Rockefeller’s com¬ 
ments and that he would not 
address himself to the specifics 
of the report inasmuch as his 
earlier statements had been 
widely disseminated by the 
commission. 

Meanwhile in Albany, Mr. 
Oswald said at a news confer¬ 
ence that since there could have 
been no giving in on the am¬ 
nesty issue the journey of the 
Governor to Attica “would have 
accomplished nothing.” Last 
May, under questioning by the 
commission, Mr. Oswald said 
he had urged the Governor to 
visit the prison although, he 
I said, he did not feel such a visit 
would be productive. 

1 The commission’s report has 
been published in soft cover 
by Bantam Books and will be 
commercially available starring 
today. A hard-cover edition will 
be published byiPraeger. 


To accomp any the wnffe n- re- 
port, the commission has pre 
pared a 90-minute television 
presentation of police films and 
excerpts from hearings that 
will be shown nationally to¬ 
night on the National Educa¬ 
tional Television network. 

The members of the commis¬ 
sion, in addition to Dean Mc¬ 
Kay, were: the Most Rev. Ed¬ 
win B. Broderick, Roman Cath¬ 
olic Bishop of Albany; Robert 
L. Carter, member of a New 
York City law firm; Mrs. Amal¬ 
ia R. Guerrero, president of the 
Society of Friends of Puerto 
Rico; Amos Henix, a former in¬ 
mate and executive director of 
Reality House; Burke Marshall, 
deputy dean of Yale Universi¬ 
ty Law School; Walter Roths¬ 
child, chairman of New York 
Urban Coalition; Mrs. Dorothy 
Wadsworth, involved in com¬ 
munity projects in Rochester, 
and William Wilbanks, gradu¬ 
ate student , in crinjuMl-jss^ce. 
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By JACK NEWHELD 

Elliot Barkley died a year ago to-; 

1 day. He died in the yard of D block 
at Attica. Barkley was 21 years Id and 
black. He was in Attica for violation 
of parole. He had violated paroleby 
being unemployed, and he was unem¬ 
ployed because he was fired when his 
boss discovered he was an ex-con: 

A year ago today, Walter Dunbar, 
the deputy commissioner of correc¬ 
tions, stood outside the gray, 30-foot 
wall of Attica and informed the media 
that inmates had murdered nine hos¬ 
tages by. slitting- their throats, -and 
that one . hostage was castrated, his 1 
testicles stuffed in 1 his mouth. Dunbar 
said the storming of the prison was 
“an efficient, affirmative police action.” 

A year ago today Nelson Rockefeller 
released a statement from, his- home 
oh Fifth Avenue "that began: "Our 
hearts go out to the families oL the- 1 
hostages who died, at-Attica.”. .He 
pointedly offered-, no sympathy for , 
Elliot Barkley’s mother, living in Buf¬ 
falo’s black ghetto, or for the children . 
and widows of the-29 inmates who j 
died by his decisioni 

It is now a year later, the picture 
have slowly emerged, and I think it 
is, -clear who. should be punished. 1 

" 5 * *• * . 

Every hostage who died, on Sept. 13, 
1971, was killed by state police guns: 
The official version of slit throats and i 
castration was disproved by the au¬ 
topsies, We now know thanks to the 
McKay Commission hearings that be- 
tween fourteen and Seventeen correc-, 
tions officers^without permission, fired | 
into the yard of D block with their, own 1 
hunting guns, and that they killed two! 
inmates. We now know that the state 
police were firing dumdum bullets, | 
which are outlawed under interna -1 
tional law and . the Geneva Conven-| 
tion. We now know, that 450 rounds of 
ammunition were fired into the yard; 
in:that “efficient,” action, hitting one, 
out of every ten inmates. We now 1 
.know the inmates hath PprStyf (V^O 
I fired ho bulleljfiWey^^JIro^aAer'^ 
I a public screening of the official film j 
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, warning to the inmates to .surrender 
I came after four minutes and twenty 
j seconds of heavy shooting. We now 
j know that it wasn’t only the inmates,, 
i and the hostages, and observers’ com- 


Tele. Room _ 

Mr. Kinley _ 

Mr. Armstrong 

Ms. Herwig _ 

Mrs. Neenan _ 


. mittee who pleaded with the Governor 
j to come to Attica, but that. Corrections 
Commissioner Russell Oswald, on three 
separate occasions, implored the Gov¬ 
ernor to come. - ^ 

\ • There is also' now sufficient evidence 
to suggest another factor in the Attica 
i massacre, not mentioned by Governor 
j Rockefeller, or Commissioner. Dunbar. 


O 


atticP ftissu 

' _ ___I -- 


That factor is racism. - 

On Sept. 13, J97J, 70 per cent of 
the 2,254- men in Attica were blacks 
and Puerto Ricans; whites .somehow , 
end up in nice prisons like Walkill. 
But not one of the guards at Attica was 
black or Puerto Rican. And not one of- 
the 2,800 residents of the town of 
Attica was nonwhite. The guards in 
AtticS called their batons “nigger 
stiiks.” 

Of the 600 state police who stormed 
Attica, not one was-black. When they 1 
surged into the yard, they were chant- , 
ing, “White power, white power.”. 

The racism even . extended beyond 
death. In the Attica morgue, the dead 
guards were tagged with their names, j 
The dead inmates were tagged, “P-1,” | 
“P-2,” and so on. : : I 

Conditions inside Attica today are ! 
worse than before the riot Most of . 
the 28 inmate demands, that Commls- : 
j sioner Oswald quickly agreed to, and 
I admitted Were “long overdue,’ * have. 

I still’not been implemented. There'is 
[. still no narcotics prdgram for inmates, j 
the food is still served with glass, bugs 
j and hair in it, there are still frequent 
1 complaints Of brutality and race-bait-, 
ing by guards. ' , ! 

More than eighty Attica inmates, 
presumed “militants,” have been locked 
in : solitary confinement for the last 
365 days. Most have been' dispersed 1 
among other upstate prisons, but, 
twenty are still held in Attica’s iso¬ 
lation unit. The men, are in 6 by 8 
cages that have no ch a_ir [ j_fl_ iajn~or, 

•w ilfc V • ~ —— -- ~ * - - * ’ " '' 
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no“2es5Z3lh£ windows in tftcrr colls 
have been painted over so lliey have 
not seen the sun in a year. The cells 
are arranged so the men cannot see 
each other. They are permitted to 
exercise ten minutes a day, and 
granted one three-minute shower a 
week. Some have lost as much as 50 
pounds. And they have not been 
formally charged with anything or 
given a hearing. 

One of the most deeply felt of the 
28 demands was the removal of the 
two prison doctors, Sternberg and 
Williams. They are still there. One 
inmate in isolation went to Dr. Wil¬ 
liams with severe chest pains. He was 
refused medication and told: “You 
should have died in the yard, nigger.’ 
Another inmate has a chronic bone 
infection in his leg. For months he 
was denied antibiotics, and given 
twen ty aspi rin a day . . He .will soon 
ha^hi^'ieg amputated/ 


At tica was, not unique in our recent 
history. Several times ' we have 
watched the state kill, and the killers 
receive the special amnesty of the 
powerful. At the Algiers Motel, at 
Orangeburg, at Kent State, at Jackson 
State, the law acted as an outlaw 
and escaped accountability. 

On this first anniversary of Attica, 
I meditate on the short life of Elliot 
Barkley, and know that Nelson Rocke¬ 
feller will never be held to account. 

Jack Newfield is an editor of The 
Village Voice. 
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Counsel to ^Attica Study Gr ou 

—</j‘ ,; Arthur Lawrence Liman ! ; 


'• the 'individual most'^ jeSpoti-;.. 

! . sible for 'the. research ands. 

1 the written v;repo#)9f ; ?y,£ij 

I ■ commission. ^.-' which 
I (headed by Robert B,. HcKay, 

(' dean of the New York Uni- 
£ versity, Law -SchoaK&y £*«,,• 
(■ v A tall, trim man i4#;§^§p 
gray suit,. Mr. liman has, a 
j 'serious, generous.-ifeatured j 
l • face that hr^aks'/.np; iff-'ft 
i. broad, warm,hiJt ;Sh^tly.<dif;:,- i 

i fidehi^iiell^'itiSS??;:'- 3 

i' ; " “I have -!wjth 

•ihe;^aiafe?fratew lBffia Wft' V8*i 

’ yorid : .the 'cortimissidh,was 

* bperatp-mi'tr basis' Of trust 
. with'a cljeijt,” 

ret- 1 • AffW T ikva-cf-7PH I Vl 


! By LAURIE JOHNSTON 

* ' For Arthur L; Liman, gen¬ 
eral counsel to ;the;New York 
r State Special Commission on 
•Attica "which released its re- 
1 port yesterday, the personal 
f sense of a job well done is 
shadowed by a' mood. .of. 
doiibt. ;; Y, • • .• >« i 1 

‘•This was to be' the time 
our work was done, a time 
of’relief if-not of 
Man ‘ honors—no one ' 
can take honors 
lntne out- of Attica,” 

News he said. “In- 

stead; here. I am, 
reacting with the most emo¬ 
tion of my life and confront¬ 
ing myself ; with a ’troubling : 

’ thought: Public service may,;' 
not he ’ a place for a man 
of/conscience.” ' (■ . 

: Miv Liman has' called it 
“an incredible betrayal” .that'; 
the Special state prosecutor' 
preparing criminal cases j 
-stemming r from.the .uprising 
has' subpoenaed s the ^records ; 
of. 3,000 confidential.: inter-/] 
. views-conducted by the com- : 
mission. s *! • •"' * . 

‘.‘I . have not slept well 
since the state -proposed to , 
use. this, commission" as a 1 
Trojan horse, to get at 3,000 
people to whom,'I’m- respon¬ 
sible- for giving the commis- v 
.sion's' word," . he said yes- ,1 
'-’terday- in"'his, law;-offlee 32 
: stories above • Park Avehue., 

Confidence Is Won 

).' “I -looked /into the eyes 1 
of,/a dot. of prisoners,” .fiev 
' added, in his -rather, - sof£k 
flight- voice. , “They.- are si*$*?'■ 
.ing to-.the .. Establishm^l 
‘How can you- understand' 
us?t -Hojv t can we . trust, -you?^- 
There is ' little,'for the® tp; 

■ .identify - with’'in 'my^back* 
ground; But we won theiri- 
over.” ,. 

. Now 39 years, old, Mr. Li- 
anan is a partner in the. law 
. firm of Paul, Weiss, Rifkindf' ; 
.Wharton & Garrison, which ' 
he joined immediately- after. 1 
graduating magna cum laude' 


■rCcOrds of the confidential in¬ 
i'. terviews, or even go to jail, 

'. before , hf tyould:. .turn - them - 
’’ over 'to anyone outside 'the 
\ Commission.^ He -declined to : 
"speculate on-future legal de¬ 
velopments, saying only, “I 
1 don't think it will come to. 
t the point where the state 
I will require this commission 
to dishonor it s rep utation.”- 


t \J V- 


n "ge^us t bight go all the 
, way with it,”said Aihos Hen- 
jx,. a black “member of the 
commission who .il ‘a former 
convict-and now director of 
Reality House’, a drug re-, 
habilitation center .in Har¬ 
lem! -; - ' =; v ; 

“He’s a'beautiful person— 
that’s right-up front when you 
know him,” Mr. Henix said, 
“ft -hurt-.me. that Governor 
, Rockefeller,- in his response 
to our - questions, was disre¬ 
spectful to Mr. Liman and 
his-position as .counsel.” 

Bom- Nov. 5, 1932, and 
{ broqght-up ‘in- Lawrence, L.I., 
Arthur, Lawrence Liman was 
.graduated magna cuni- laude 
• from- Harvard College, where 
-.. ha' el ected to.: Phi Be ta . 
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Ha san,-? his wife - the ,for - 
mer Ellen Fogelson, live with 
their two sons and a daugh¬ 
ter, aged 7 to 11, at 135 
Central Park West in .a turn- 
of-the-century apartment 
house. 

“I’m addicted to the archi¬ 
tecture, the moldings — and 
the noise from the pipes that 
goes with it,” he said. 

Mrs. Liman, a Barnard Col¬ 
lege graduate and in¬ 
terior designer, is the author 
of “The Money-Saver’s Guide 
to Decorating” (Macmillan) 
and is working under con¬ 
tract on two more books. 

The long hours required 
for the commission's work, 
Mr. Liman said, have cut into 
his time for family bicycling, 
fishing and tennis, as well as 
opera and theater. 

Describing, the commis¬ 
sion's staff as “remarkable 
young men and women,” Mr. 
Liman said h.e hoped the re¬ 
port would not be “one of 
those that changes nothing.” 

“Besides the direct victims 
of crime, every person who 
feels himself a prisoner in 
his own apartment has a self- 
interest in changing the sys¬ 
tem,” he said. “And not just 
the prison system — which 
is the end of the line and 
just a sample of those caught 
up in the cycle.” •»■ - *-— 
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t) NEW' YORK, 1 Sept. 12r-;In : an era' when . 
the government is so ready to eastigate the 
press for supposed irresponsibility, for lack- i— 
ing credibility,-for its effete intellectualism 
and for 'who knows what else, along comes 
the official New York State report on the 
Attica prison uprising, which leaves you 
wondering whose credibility, whose f.espon- 
• Ability is-in question.': > V.. ■ . _ 

That imposing document, called The 
A ffieial Report of the New York- State Spe- j 
ciai. Commission on Attica* is being made j 
public today—the. annive'rsafy of, the bloody 
day one year ago whph State 1 Rolicemfen i 
. liberated the hdstages! and the ./prison ttnm; 
theinraates. , \ A 

•. Three days after : the .police attack on 
Attica, I heard that one of the guards who 
had been held hostage by the. rebelling in¬ 
mates had been hit with a."dumdum” — an 
expanding bullet considered so maiming that 
the 1906 Geneva . Convention banned them 

1 from \ise in international warfare: . 

5 The guard, Michael Smith, had allegedly 
! been , hit in the abdomen. The bullet had 
expanded ton entry, piping'out large por¬ 
tions-pf his lower: intestine. ..Th? bullet had 
la phn tered < "well.’’ : according td my source, 
i go many fragments were in young Smith’s 
body that only about , half of them could be 
removed by surgeons, and the other half 
I (about 30) were lefbinhis bpdy-. 

.■ •. : - 

AS REPORTERS do' in such cases, I 
proceeded to try . to “check out” the report. 
If checked out.. ■’ . • 

I then; called the office of Robert Fischer,, 
the depbity attorney , general of New York 
State, to/get the 1 “state’s”' side of the story. 
Gov Nelson - Rockefeller had assigned 
Fi scher. &e job of investigating .aiiyJMsibJe 
la'^rib@ons in the, whgle Attie^mreiamit. 


lose Cr edibility Is in Question? 


;‘';Fischer’s. oresk "spdfesnSa n, ■ : E mer s on 
MorSt^iPhe doubted 1 that- qwSPrnpW' 
him was true, and demanded the source ox 
‘mbrinformatioh: “I cant" add Won't tell you, 
but it is/to fact, true "Yfsatoi;’“Theman,is 
lying -there-iii St. Jerome’s Hospital with 30 
shell fragments still in him.”, . 

«'■-Jloran said he -.would check out the report 
and. get’hack to me;.Several hours, later, he 
called and said: - 1 

f ; To our knowledge, it’s about as erroneous 
as it can be/IWe are aware-of the f^cts of 
-the type "of ammunition, provided, the type. 
' of weapons used/To our knowledge, all used 
•standard: weaponry." 

!' Mdr a h read a statem ent from Fischer, say- 


tojpST"effect,, that all 'facts' woSdl^lh- 
vestigated in duetome; 1 T 

Moran also asked me not to report the : 
story. The Washington,Post, he*.said, would, 
be “acting irresponsibly" to publish such 

unconfirmed, inflammatory .material. lie said 

he could not urge me strongly enough to., 
quash the articlei-rit just was not toub. 1 

The decision:- was put to TrrevPosts 
national affairs editor, who decided to: go* 
ahead. The state’s denials were included, as 

we say; “high up” in the Story. -j ■ 

The Ne w. York; Times, the following flay, 
rTiT^Sd^on Attica'.carried a.me^iirferdr 

! the dumdum report “well down . m itostpry. ^ 
In it the state absolutely denied that its 
, troopers fired any such/bullets on Sept. 13.; 
j End of incident: Dumdum report white- 
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NOW COMES The Official Report by the 
commission headed by New York University 
Law School Dean Robert B. McKay. 

On pages 353-356, the McKay commission 
calmly reports that every trooper on those 
walls a year ago who was equipped with a 
.270 caliber rifle that day was firing expand¬ 
ing bullets—dumdums. 

The type of ammunition used by the 
troopers, said the commission, was tipped 
“with the unprotected soft lead nose . . . 
and tends to expand greatly upon impact.” 
The commission even quotes the advertising 
brochure for such bullets called Silvertips: 

“. . . Its special alloy jacket prevents 

premature expansion while the bullet pene¬ 
trates through thick hide and tissue in deep 
and vital areas. Silvertip mushrooms per¬ 
fectly and releases tremendous energy that 
stops them cold.” 

Moran, queried by this reporter yesterday, 
said he sat through the commission’s hear¬ 
ing, and still isn’t sure whether the bullets 
used were dumdums. 

Smith, the injured guard, is. Reached at 
his home near Attica, where he has been 
for the last year, he said: 

“They might say it was an expanding type 
bullet, but they don’t want to csll it a dum¬ 
dum, and what the hell’s the difference?” 

Smith has undergone two operations so 

fa;* amTTropes his last will be in December, 
when surgeons try to repair his lower intes¬ 
tines so the colostomy can be removed. Some 
bullet fragments will be left in permanently. 

Moran still sticks to his impression that 
The Post ought not to have printed that 
story last September. 

“On the basis of the information I had at 
the time,” he says, “it did appear to be 
irresponsible ... to reach back into ■ that 
time and attempt to make judgments on a 
question like that now is difficult, especially 
when you consider the nature of the infor- 
mation which was available to those who 
sought it at the time, and I think you know 
the problems that existed there, at least on 
your part, on the outside.” 

From all of this, it perhaps Is no small 
wonder that the press is somewhat skeptical 
when government questions the media’s 
credibility. 

The McKay commission, in other seg¬ 
ments of its report, tells how state troopers 
encouraged other troopers to lie about what 
they had done, to cover up. One of my orig¬ 
inal sources on the Smith shooting confided 
then that state officials had ordere d , hjm to 
keep'Bif'iTiSuth shut about the 'Etunmiim. 


-_-- . __ 

CRITICS far and wide have chastised the 
press for its initial reports out of Attica a 
year ago, for reporting erroneously that in¬ 
mates had slashed guards’ throats, that one 
guard had been castrated. 

True, many of the press reports of that 
incident, including one paragraph in this 
newspaper, failed to attribute such state¬ 
ments to state officials. The missing attribu¬ 
tion is hardly excusable. 

But perhaps the press can go too far in 
self-flagellation. It was Russell G. Oswald, 
the state’s corrections commissioner who— 
standing over a pool of blood where the main 
catwalks intersect inside Attica, at 4:30 p.m. 
last Sept. 13—slowly moving his head from 
side to side as if in mourning, and pointing 
to the prison yard below, told me that, yes, 
a hostage had been castrated “right down 
there,” and that, yes, three of his own 
guards' throats had been slashed “from ear 
to ear” right where we were standing. 

“Are you sure?” I asked. 

“Absolutely,” he said. “Absolutely.” 

The next day, when the truth came ouit 
about how the guards had died—at the hands 
of the state’s own men—Oswald told the 
press, according to the McKay commission: 

“There may have been unauthorized re¬ 
ports of slashed throats. But you know I 
nevei «jni you lhat.” — 
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It waS one Year aoo todav that the bloodiest prison. 


up r ising in au American histo r y end e d in' a haze of tea r 
gas-apd jiail of gunfire at Attica. The five-day rebellion 
left. 3g: inmates and; 11 correction personhel dead and 
scores more:;in)i^eci in tjie final, desperate police' Charge 
to rescue hostages and r^td^e o 

■of the upstate facility. Confused' conflicting and' demons.. 
sto^;'wit^e r .'pfQdal- accounts of what<- happened „ 
prom'pt^i .’th^ fptttiatiDn of an i mpartial-citizens p anel to, 
determine, tl^.fikits,; the New York State Special'Com-' 
mission-on Atticai. which releases its findings; on this- 
anniversary date; 

•" Th®-eommission’is'500-page report is: a superb' docur, 
hjesity'gsUsgeping in scope, ineticuious-ip dejiaii, 
ton®, unsparing in assessing blame.’ It rgoes beyond itsr. 
mandat® to find the'facts; it analyzed-them. It is ptirft 
suasivs., Based on lengthy; public r Mafings/ 'copnties|y 
additional hours of private testhndhy,'Jdn ps^thd-scene; 
inquiry at Attica and a painstaking fitting-together pf 
fragmented: accounts of institutional failure,, th®. report., 
is'a.monumental case study of what Karl Menninger has 
called “the, ciinie of punishment.” It describes the con¬ 
tinuing inadequacy of the whole criminal justice*system 
'asrwsBas ’the momentary failures of almost’every agency- 
and-Official' involved in the. Attica tragedy.. It • fiss, in' 
essence,, an urgent call, for correctioual.reforin.S'' 7- 
.; As for Attica, the commission under the o.ble j; chairs 
maaship of Dean Robert B; McKay of-the* New -York 
University School of Law motes that “theemphasis was 
on confinement arid security.” It found fHat there was 
no meaningful program of education and no rehabilita¬ 
tion program.,'In tracing the; causes'of; the Uprising; it 
sugegsts that it. ‘.‘pe,w breed; of 'younger, ,more. aware 
inmates, largely black, who came to prison full- of deep 
feelings of alienation and hostility against established 
institutions of law and government” were unwilling’to; 
accept the-"daily-humiliations and racism that character^. 
ize prison life.” Smoldering resentments burst into a 
spontaneous, uprising that was “the product of frustrated 
hopes and unfulfilled expectations.” 

Thus, the-commission’s .findings and assessments are 
at variance with those of Governor Rockefeller. He earljer 
; referred to the prisoners as “revolutionaries”' and to their' 
“political demands’’ in justifying,his decision to repress 
their Uprisingyrith force..It was a grave.mistake in,our. 
view, for Governor Rockefeller personally not to have 
gone to Attica, to. direct actions close at hand; the 
commisgion*also feels that his respohsibilities.-required 
hig presence pn. the scepe. 
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While the Governor has denied that the state, police 
storfmtfg triS prison compound used excessive force, the 
commission makes a specific finding that they did. It 
is the commission’s conclusion that the police assault 
was not carefully planned, that the choice of weapons 
(shotguns to spray deadly pellets) was illogical, that 
no safeguards were erected to minimize injuries and 
that no adequate medical arrangements were made to 
care for the certain casualties. 

What recurs in the commission’s report is something 
else more amorphous and yet perhaps more fundamental. 
It finds that there was increasing mistrust on all sides. 
The prisoners simply did not believe the state’s promises 
to avoid reprisals and, in the end, the reprisals that 
occurred grimly proved the prisoners correct in their 
disbelief. There is still, even now, too little evidence 
that the state is committed to sweeping correctional 
reforms and too much that it cannot be taken at its word. 

The mistrust that the commission feels undermined 
attempts to negotiate a peaceful settlement of the Attica 
uprising has recently assumed new and larger propor¬ 
tions. Acocrding to its general counsel, Arthur Liman, 
the commission was assured by state investigators 
probing criminal aspects of the uprising that it could 
take testimony from inmates and promise them confi¬ 
dentiality. Mr. Liman took testimony on this basis, 
promising prisoners that it would not be turned over to 
state prosecutors. Now, the state is suing Mr. Liman to 
obtain this testimony. He considers the state’s action 
"an incredible betrayal.” 

And, indeed, it is. On the first anniversary of the 
Attica tragedy, it reveals a preference for negative action, 
for “crack downs” whatever the cost, over the more 
positive approach of not only finding out what is wrong 
with the criminal justice system but movin g vigorously 
to reform it. . 
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Commencing on 10/19/71, at the request of the Civil 
Rights Division (CRD) of the Department we conducted specifically 
outlined investigation of alleged prisoner abuse during the retaking 
of the Attica, New York, Correctional Facility on 9/13/71. The 
results of our investigations were forwarded to the CRD. 

By letter dated 10/31/72, the CRD has advised us that the 
Honorable John T. Curtin, Judge of the Federal District Court for 
the Western District of New York, has appointed the United States 
Attorney (USA) to conduct criminal contempt proceedings against 
correctional officers at the Attica Correctional Facility for 
alleged acts of physical abuse and threats committed against Attica 
inmates (captioned victims). The initial step in these proceedings 
will be the presentation of evidence concerning incidents of alleged 
misconduct at hearings before the U. S. Magistrate. The purpose of 
the hearings will be to determine whether probable cause exists for 
the court to commence formal criminal contempt proceedings against 
any correctional officers. The Department has requested us to 
conduct additional investigation, namely, to determine whether 
inmate witnesses are able to identify photographs of potential 
subjects; prepare schematic diagram of the specific areas in the 
Attica Correctional Facility; take a series of photographs of the / 
areas and have them reproduced in a format of at least 8" X 10" / 

for use as exhibits; and conduct such other investigation in these 
matters as determined necessary by the USA's office.. 


ACTION: 


ST-U 3 REC4Z '/ 


W$~M0 

15 NOV 6 1972 


Our Buffalo Office is being furnished copies of th»—« - 
Department's letter dated 10/31/72, together with its enclosure and 
is/being instructed to initiate the investigation requested by the CRD. 
If* * 
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UNITED STATES GOVE r MENT 

Memorandum 
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TO 


'Acting Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


’^ARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


dai.:0CT 3 11972 


DLN: FDA: CHSs flh 
DJ 144-53-313 
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from : David L. Norman 

~ Assistant Attorney Gen eral _ ■ 

ffinFe civil Rights Division 

suBjEcx^unknown Subjects, Correctional Officers, 

tsMiogJ&m&zL New^brfa _ j*rf 


CIVIL RIGHTS 


Attached please find two copies of an Order 
issued by the Honorable John T. Curtin, Judge of the 
Federal District Court for the Western District of 
New York. In his Order Judge Curtin appoints the 
United States Attorney to conduct criminal contempt 
proceedings against Correctional O ffice r s at the 
Attica Correctional Facility for alleged acts of 
physical abuse and threats committed against Attica 
Inmates. The initial step in these proceedings will 
be the presentation of evidence concerning incidents 
of alleged misconduct at hearings before the United 
States Magistrate. The purpose of the hearings will 
be to determine whether probable cause exists for the 
Court to conmence formal criminal contempt proceedings 
against any correctional officers 


■i 




Because the matters to bh presented at these 
hearings may also constitute^^olations of 18 U.S.C. 
{(241, 242, or gl509, please ^conduct the following 
Investigation: MCT‘10 

... ^ . . 

. A-. A n/i/72- * j 21 NOV \ 1ST? 









(1) At such time as photographs of Attica 
Correctional Officers who may be involved in these 
incidents are obtained (subpoenas for these photo- 
graphs have already been issued by the United States 
Attorney's Office), please conduct a spread of 
photographs comporting with requirements set forth 
in Simmons v. United States, 390 U.S. 377 (1968), 

to determine whether inmate witnesses are able to 
identify potential subjects. Arrangements for this 
photographic display should be coordinated with the 
United States Attorney's Office. 

(2) After consultation with the United States 
Attorney's Office, prepare (for exhibit purposes) a 
schematic diagram of the areas in the Attica Correc¬ 
tional Facility at which alleged acts of misconduct 
by correctional officers took place. 

(3) Take a series of photographs of the 
areas described in the preceding paragraph, and 
have them reproduced in a format of at least 8x10 
inches for use as exhibits. 

(4) Conduct such other investigation in 
these matters as deemed necessary by the United 
States Attorney's Office. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
■ WESTERN DISTRICT OF NEW Y^RK Or oVJSHOE 


INMATES OF THE ATTICA CORRECTIONAL 


FACILITY; 


V. 


NELSON ROCKEFELLER, etc., et al. 



Civ- 1971-410 


-v* 


. ^ 

SIR; Take notice of an ORDER, of which the within is a 
copy, duly granted in the within entitled action on the 

31st day of July, 1972 _, and entered in the Office 

of the Clerk of the United States District Court, Western 

i 

District of New York, on the 31st day of _ July, 1972 


Dated: Buffalo, New York 
July 31. 1972 

•CO 


l/N 

in 


JOHN K. ADAMS, Clerk 
U.S. District Court 
U.S. Courthouse 
Buffalo, New York 14202 





FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 77(d) 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 


WESTERN DISTRICT OF YORK 



Plaintiffs 


-vs- Civil 1971-410 


NELSON ROCKEFELLER, Governor, State of 
New York, et al.. 

Defendants 


ORDER 

aexacagaacE&ac 


CURTIN, District Judge 


141 
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OSITED STATES DISTRICT COSH? 
WESTUYJ DISTRICT OS UStJ YOBS. 


inmates o p ti; 

FACILITY; r~ 




anascgxosRL 



Plaintiffs 


~vo— 


Civil 1971—110 


VSZLZO'J ROCirfFBLLES, Governor, States of 
How York; P.UCSCLL G. CS^ALO, Commissioner 
of Correctional Services of the State of 
Hew York; VISC237 tiAYCUSI, Superintendent, 
Attica Correctional Facility; EOBEliT £* 
visams. t Deputy Attorney General* 

Defendants 


APFILARASCESt 


Buffalo, Eew York, for ilia Plaintiffs* 

Louia «I. Lefkovitz, Attorney General, 
State of Hew York (John E. Stongor, 
Special Deputy Attorney General, of 
Counsel), Buffalo, Sew York, for the 
Defendants. 


This caco arose cut of the events vliich fol¬ 
lowed tha innate rebellion at the Attica Correctional 


Facility on September 9-13, 1371. Following a decides 
by tho Court of Appeals, 433 F.2d 12 (2d Cir. 1571), 
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' this court cr. December 1<J, 1971 entered on injunction. 

which, aa amended by an order entered December 23, 1071* 

roads in pertinent part as follows t 

. • • the defendants, their agents and 
employees, including State Police and 
Department of Correctional Services 
personnel, aro immediately prohibited 
and enjoined from subjecting inmates at 
the Attica Correctional Facility to 
physical abuse, torture, beatings or 
other forms of brutality, including ver¬ 
bal abuse and racial slurs, from threa¬ 
tening each conduct or from authorising, 
sanctioning or permitting ouch conduct. 

By gs parto application made in February, 1972, 

plaintiff and several members of tho 

represented class petitioned the court for commencement 

of criminal contempt proceedings against various correc- 

1 

ties officers at Attica, Tho application, supported by 
affidavits, alleged that on several occasions tho offi¬ 
cers had corscitted acts which constituted violations of 
the injunction, la response to orders to shew cause di- 
rectod to the defendants in this ease, there were sub¬ 
mitted answering affidavits by several officers end an 
inmate. Kopiy affidavits ware given by tho petitioners. 
Thoroaster tho parties provided memoranda sotting forth 












thole views on tho coureo cf action now to bo taken, 


Two radically different versions of tho inci¬ 
dent* uhich are tho cubjcct natter of tho petitioners’ 
application emerged iron tho affidavits embnitted by 
tho parties. It la important to resolve tho factual 
issues raised by tho conflicting affidavits. Sewovor, 
la this coco criminal contempt proceedings should not 
bo initiated solely on tho basis of tho affidavits. 

Hoifher Rule 42(b) nor tho fifth 7ncndrs«nt» 

see Green v. United Sfatr-r>. 25S U.3. 1G5, 123-35 (1253), 

requires indictment by a grata 3ary in eases of criminal 

2 

contempt. 2ho aotica siandnted by Rule 42(b) decs, how¬ 
ever, porfom ono of the functions of tho indictment 
reqpiixcaeat, that of informing tho defendant of tho na¬ 
ture of tho charges against hie:* The other purpose, 
protecting “against unfounded or malicious prosecutions 


by insuring that no criminal proceeding will be under¬ 


token without a disinterested datarreination of probable 


guilt, - Ocfield, Che federal Grand Jury, 22 R.k.D. 343, 

394. is not necessarily aceonvoliehed by fulfillcvoat of 

• » 

tho requirements of Zfuio 42(b). 'Iha rule doea not do—' 
»and a chewing of probable cause before consoaconeat of 








a criminal contempt proceeding. 

Konetholcos, because the purpose of a criminal 
contempt proceeding its to vindicate the authority of 
the court, sea Cor.'yj~rn v. Bnc'.z’n Stovo -* R. Co.. 221 
U.fl. 413, 441-42 (1311), tho court has inherent control 
of tho proceeding, except an limited by constitutional 
and statutory provisions. It nay in its discretion in¬ 
stitute a contempt proceeding sna s oonto. geo ucCnnn v. 
Pevr York Steels gxchxtnao. 30 l’.2d 211, 214 (2d Car. 1933), 
cert , denied, 2S3 U.3. 603 (1S3G), decliao to initiate a 
proceeding upon application, sea in re pnitod Ccro. , 

166 P.Supp. 343, 245-46 (o. Del. 1933), and even dismiss 

i 

a proceeding before trial* See united Statue v. pamott , 
346 F.2d 93 (5th Cir. 1965). MTeewiso, it "has discre¬ 
tion to require a showing of probable cauco boforo giving 
notice or proceeding further toward a hearing oa tho 
charge. M .3 C. Wright, Federal Praatico and Procedures * 
Criminal £710, at 174 (1265). iio stated by tho court in 
In xo Waited Coro.. s::ora : "1 deem -that I cc in proper 

exerciser of my judicial discretion if before entertaining 

\ 

an application for the appointment of oa attorney to 











~s- 

prosccut© a crirainal contempt in behalf of this cou.rt # 
necessitated by tho rulo end tho present posture of 
this case, X insist upon a showing of pcobablo causa.* 

166 F.fiupp. at 345. Cf. in re Eamfea. 394 U.S. 399, 
400-03 (1969) (dissenting opinion). 

, Uha court believes tint, because of tho ser¬ 
ious conflict in tho affidavits filed, it is appropriate 
to appoint tho united States Attorney to conduct hearings 
before tho United States Magistrate to determine whether 
these exists probable cause for tho court to hold formal 
contempt proceedings against the correction officers. 

therefore, it is ordered that, pursuant to 

\ 

feulo 42(b) of the Federal Mules of Criminal Procedure, 
tho Uniter! States Attorney for tho Western district of 
Sfcw York is appointed to conduct all proceedings on be¬ 
half of the court in this matter. Separately captioned 
actions shall ba initiated as to each incident alleged £» 
tho petitioners' application to constitute) a. violation of 
tho injunction entered by tho court. Tha caption in each 
action shall 3b© styled os follows: in tho Matter of the 
Application of (Liana of Inmate) lor Cosaucnccseot of 
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Criminal Contempt proceedings Against (Satacs of Correc¬ 
tion Officers). 2ho United States Attorney shall apply 
to the court as soon as possible for orders directing' 
each correction officer renod in the petitioners* appli¬ 
cation to chow causa why a hearing should not be held 
before the United States Magistrate to datorcino whether 
there exists probablo catico for tho court to ccatccaaea a 
forsu&X criminal contempt proceeding against hira. She 
orders shall comply with tho notico roguircaonta of 
Kulo 42(b) and shall also inform tho respondents of their 
right to tho assistance of counsel* 

Authority to appoint tho United States Attorney 

. 4 

in this matter is given by Hale 42(b) of the Federal 
Rules of Cciminal Procedure. In view of tho serious na¬ 
ture of the allegations made by the petitioners,, the 

equally serious consequences of criminal contempt prose— 

* 

cuticns for tha defendants therein end the need for in- 

I 

vostigatory and prosecutorial resources in a case of this 
typo, cuch appointr.cn t is proper. 

Authority for tho court to send tho caoo to 
tho Magistrate for hearings to determine probable casco 











I \ ■ 


exists pursuant to Title 22, Onited States CoeJo, Section 
636(b) (2) and Section V of the local "£ul ass Providing for 
tho Duties to bo Performed by United States Magistrates." 
nothing in Rulo 42(b) prohibits tha court from employing 
such o procedure. The rule does not purport to deal with 
tho question of probable cause and thus cannot bo said 
to bar the court froa satisfying itself that probable 
cause exists. 

It is further hereby ordered that the order of 
reference to United States Magistrate Edmund P. iiaas-joll 
a» Special Master entered March 27 , 1072 is revoked. 

So ordered. 


1&2&L i-/ 

JObM T. cuisru 


yUn/fced States District Judgo 


DATS5* July 31, 1072 


Any d atorminat i c n ?.a to whether contempt proceedings 
ehould bo instituted' against she persona named aa de¬ 
fendants ia civil 1971-410 must await the conclusion of 
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tho proceedings against tho correction officers 
nsccd in petitioners' application. 


Tho rule provides for prosecution of a criminal 
Contempt "on notico (which) shall states tho tirso 
and place of hearing, allowing a reasonable time 
for tho preparation of tho defence, end shall atato 
tho essential facts constituting tho criminal con¬ 
tempt charged end describe it aa ouch*** Pod, R. 
Crir.i. P. 42 (?j). The notice rcuofc “contain enough 
to inform [the defendant} of the nature end particu¬ 
lars of tho contempt charged,* but “technical plead¬ 
ings arc not required.“ Yates v. united States, 

31C P.2d 713, 723 (10th Cir. 1303). For example, 
although knowledge of the order allegedly violated 
and a willful disobedience of that order are essen¬ 
tial elements of criminal ccntcespt, the notice n&ad 
not allcgo knowledge or willful disobedience. See 
id. at 722-24. 
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6-122 !R«v. 5-18-71) 


Transmit in_Via 

,'Tv/>c in plaintext or code) 


f Priority) 


TO: SAC, 


Buffalo ( 44 - 592 ) 


FACILITY; ATTICA 


On»c ... _ 


***^™#(44-50MS) fH I 


11/3/72 


1 - Mr, MacFarlane 


CO.), 


Enclosed are two copies of a self-explanatorv Departmental letter dated ^ ^ 

1I/SV72, 

alo &9 with Its ttolonrt. 

Complete the requested investigation in accordance with the provisions of Section 
_ . , Manual of Instructions, and surep within 


State in the first paragraph of the details of your report that it contains the results 
of a limited investigation and underscore the word f limited 


preli minar y 


[Bj preliminary 


Advise : j all persons interviewed 

I "^appropriate officials at the outset that this investigation is being conducted 
at the specific revest of the Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Civil Rights Division, 
IJ. S. Department of Justice, referring to him by name as well as title. 


Remarks: 

I SAC will insure that all l»»d« la this asttar are 

; In an expeditious winntr sad ths results for war ded to th t Buresu 
i the U« s. Attorney's Office. Advise Bureau of any 
requast easna^M £rsi_±he o. s. Attorney's Office. Keep Bureau 
i advised on a IQ-day basis of investigation which has not been 

;1 ^ 


" ^ t (Do not tvpc b-/ow this line.) 

• —- — ! 

Felt- 

Bates__ ,/ ,. N s 

Rishop --41 

jJMF/pwi ) 4 ( 

Cleveland _ NOTE: See cover memo McGowan to Bates, captioned as above, 

nX: - : dated 11/2/72. . ) 


JJMF/pwl )4( 


n^:: 7 dated : 

Jenkins_ 

Marshall_ 

Millm-,E.S_ 

Pc-der- L~ ■/ ] 

Walters- y' 

Tele. Horn .. V 

Mt. Kipiey_ . 

Mrs. .feWr '- MAIL ROOM 


\ , i / X 

ilM/ \\ \y 


r /■ J 


TELETYPE UNIT f 1 


A V / ' f 
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Transmit the following in 


Date: 


11/14/72 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL 

(Priority) 


TO: ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 

FROM: ALBANY (44-737) (RUC) 

SUBJECT: UNSUBS, CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 

ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

ATTIC.V-'fWYOMING COUNTY). NEW YORK; 



(00: BUFFALO) 

Re Buffalo airtel to Bureau dated 11/6/72 


New York StaEe - Governor IN h' Lb UN ~~K\ KU(J KE h 
TTTUany f ~New York, and Mr. WALTER DUNBAR, Deputy 
Commissioner, New York State Department of Correctional 
Facilities, Albany, New York, were advised that investigation 
would be instituted in this matter. 


,2 > Bureau 

T- Buffalo (44-592) 

1 - Albany 

EFN/dml 

(5) 


S ?-U 3 


REC-71 


4/V- 50G0S 


-Itx 


11 NOV 16 1972 



Approved:_ 

57N0V241972 ,a( Agent in Charge 


.M Per 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971 —413—135 











Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


Date: H/6/72 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

_ AIR MAIL 

(Priority) 


FROM: 


ACTING DIREGTOR, FBI (44-50605) 
SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 


UNSUBS, CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 
ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 
ATTICA raVMMlim ULHJNTf J. NE W YORK; 


(00: BUFFALO) 


ReBuairtel, 11/3/72. 

Enclosed for Albany is one copy of referenced 
communication with enclosures for information. 

On l$/6/?2, AUSa I | WDNY. Buffalo, 

JHauJLirk, was contacted regarding captioned matter. AUSA 
stated that subpoenaes have been issued concerning 
photographs of Attica Correction Officers who may be in- 
i volved in thi s matter as well as photograph : sand diagrams 
\ of ACF. AUSA|[advised that those subpoenaes are 
returnable on if/IJ//2 and that he did not desite any 
■ investigation by the FBI in this matter until the results of 
the above subpoenaes are obtained. — g'O b OS' — / U^ 

I Dm nn f V Ajf * ‘ 


C2P- Bureau 
f2 - Albany 
2 - Buffalo 

JLB:cap 


(AM) 

(Enel's. 


fiffi -2g, 

.. 5 

4) (am) ST-102 


ti* \ J r. ' 1 

1 ^ 


1 j VA 


4 NOV ^ 1972 




ApproVea: 



Special Agent in Charge 


(U 

_M lper T _XI__ 

^U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574 












■fjr*' > ' v -* ' 
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BU 44-592 


LEADS 


ALBANY 

AT ALBANY, NEW YORK 

Will advise the Governor of New Ydxfe. State or 
his appropriate representative that investigation will be 
instituted in this matter 


BUFFALO 

AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

Will maintain contact with AUSa| 
WDNY, and conduct necessary investiga tloa ai 
of the subpoenaed issued as above are known< 


le results 








FD-36 IRev.^5.22-64) 

'3? 


Date: 11/24/72 


Transmit the following in —. 


AX R T E L 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIRMAIL 


(P riority) 


From: 


ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 
SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 


UNSUBS, CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 
ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 
ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK- 



(00: BUFFALO) 


Re Buffalo airtel to Bureau, dated 11/6/72; and 
Albany airtel to Bureau, dated 11/14/72. 

On 11/13/72, ERNEST L. MONTANYE, Superintendent, 

Attica Correctional Facility (ACF), Attic*,, New York, was 
contacted And was advised that investigatingwould be instituted 
in this matter. ’ ^ 

On 11/21/72, Bureau Agents; AUSA _ , S-- 

WDNY, Buffalo, New,York; Special Assistant Attorney General ' 
JOHN STENGER; and other employees of ACF r feared the third 
floor of Housing Building Z, where alleged incidents in captione 
matter have occurred. Subsequent to this, AUSA ARCARA made 
specific requests for diagrams of this area which are currently 
being prepared by Buffalo Agent. 1(JU 

ST-1Q6 . fife 70 fy 30 4 

-only specific investigation^requested to Bate by 

AUSA /as on 11/22/72, when he requested certain informa¬ 

tion rS^SYTirng the exact cell location of Attica inmates in 
the west gallery of the third floor of Housing Building Z and 


2y Bureau (AM) 
2 - Buffalo 
JLB:kdf 


NOV 27 W2 


i»K 


[>K 


[■IQl 


Pmej 













BU 44-592 


other similar information. Buffalo Agent established contact 
witt[ ~ York State Attorney 

General 7 s Office, assigned A± - tj -ica, for the purpose of 

securing this information. |_| stated that it would be 

necessary for him to check with JOHN STENGER, who is representing 
the accused Correctional Officers in this matter, before 
releasing this information. 


_On 11/22/72, and subsequent to the above contact, 

AUSA l ~ | stated he had been in contact with JOHN STENGER 

who advised him he would not allow the furnishing of the 
requested information. 


On 11/24/72, AUSAl 


advised he was considering 
bringing the entire above situation to the attention of USDC 
Judge JOHN T. CURTIN, WDNY, Buffalo, New York, in an attempt 
to resolve the matter. 


ments. 


Bureau will be kept advised of pertinent develop- 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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orr&MAi font* ^o. 10 

MAY 1962 fOiTtON 
OSA GIN. «(C. NO. 27 




TO 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


Assistant Attorney General 

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION 
Acting 






t- : 


Ms- 





DATE: 11/17/72 
FILE COPY 


FROM : Director, FBI 




SUBJECT: UNBUBS, CORRECTIONAL OFFICBRS, 
ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 
ATTICA (WYOMING.COUNTY! NEW YORK: 


l 

A 



CR- 

Reference is made to_ your _memorandum dated 10/31/72 

(your file 144«»53—313 _). FDA: CRS 


There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent 
dated_at_ 


A. □ This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

B. □ The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
reports as they are received. 

* 

C. □ The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless 
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau. 

D. □ Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department. 

E. □ Please advise whether you desire any further investigation. 

F. [j§ This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further 
developments. 

G. □ This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will 

be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department. ~~ 

H. □ This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action willjbe 
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 


b6 

b7C 




Enc. 

NOTE: 


On 11/6/72, AUaA[ 



.^CORDED. 
: MOV 20 1972 



, Buffal, 


New York, was contacted,regarding captiongd/matter. Al _ _ 

stated that subpoenaes have been issued cod^erning photographs dl 
AthticirtCorrection Officers who may be involved in this matter as 
~ well/aa. Pbfttffkraphs and diagrams of ACF. AUSAadvised that 
- (thUA^^iQ^enSes are returnable on 11/13/72 ana tnat ne did not 
^desire any investigation by the FBI in this matter until the 
^results of the above subpoenaes are obtained. 















I . 
I 


Felt- 

Baker_ 

Bishop _ 

Callahan _ 

Cleveland_. 

Conrad_ 

Dalbey_ 

Gebhardt_ 

Jenkins- 

Marshall - 

Miller, E.S_ 

Purvis_ 

Soyars_ 

Walters_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Kinley_ 

Mr. Armstrong- 

Ms. Herwig_ 

Mrs. Neenan_ 



Airtel 


TO: SAC, Buffalo (44-592) 

FROM: Acting Associate Director, FBI (44-50605) 


UNSUBS, 

CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 

ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 




* ‘t* 


i. Mit YORK: 


> 


12/6/72 

Mr. MacFarlane 




vietiMk- 

(00: BUFFALO) 

Reurairtel dated 11/24/72. 


In the future, In order that the Department nay 
be kept fully abreast of all the developments in this 
investigation, you should submit all pertinent information 
in IfiM. Include in your next submission information contained 
in reBUairtel. 

i 







// 













UK SUBS, CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA 
CORRECTIONAL FAC^is^TY, ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), 




REMYTEL, DEC. TWELVE, LAST. 

CELL NUMBERS IN RE COMMUNICATION AS PROVIDED BY AUSA 

WDNY, BUFFALO, N.Y., ARE IN ERROR AND WERE 
INADVERTENTLY TAKEN OFF A BLUEPRINT TYPE DIAGRAM OF WEST GALLERY, 
HOUSING BUILDING Z (HBZ), THIRD FLOOR. WEST GALLERY CONSISTS OF 
CELL NUMBERS ONE THROUGH TWENTYFOUR FROM SOUTH TO NORTH. 

(BT-11T REG 44 H 4 - SO D U 3 

FOLLOWING ARE CORRECT CELL NUMBERS FOR INMATES LISTED:! I 





LOCATION OF 


END PAGE ON 


T ONE 





I 












BU 44-592 
PAGE TWO 

THESE CELLS APE COMMONLY REFERRED TO BY INMATES, FOR EXAMPL 
C WEST ELEVEN, HBZ, C STANDING FOR THIRD FLOOR AND WEST FOR 
WEST GALLERY. 

P. 

END. 








FEUlHAt BUREAU CT B'tST'GATION 

coi si chon 


;' r n • B1922 


TEU 


NR009 AL PLAIN 
10S00 PM NITEL 12-13-72 LVV 
TO ACTING DIRECTOR (44-50S05) 
BUFFALO (44-592) 

FROM ALBANY (44-737) 4P (P) 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), ^ 
NEW YORK 



Hr. Fsft_ 

1 Mr Bakst __ 

1 Mr. Cal lrThnw M 

Mr. Cleveland . 
Mr. Conrad __ 

Mr. Balliey _ Ji 

"Jr. CGa' rtrdlS 

Mr. Jenkins __ 

Mr, Marshall _ 

Mr Miller, gj}, 
Mr. Purvis _ 

Mr. Soyars — 

Mr. Wallers _ 

Tsls. Room_ 

Mr. Kinley - 
Mr. Armstrong _ 

Ms. Herwig-_ 

Mrs. Neesas_ 



RE BUFFALO NITEL TO THE BUREAU AND NEW YORK AND 
ALBANY DATED DECEMBER THIRTEEN, LAST. 


/ / ) 


GREAT MEADOW CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, COMSTOCK, 


NEW YORK, REFUSED TO BE INTERVIEWED BY BUREAU AGENT T ^J Y * ^ £ Q ^ j^l 
IE IS IDENTICAL WITH THE 1REFeIP^D^TO' IN 


IE IS IDENTICAL WITH THE 
REFERENCED TELETYPE. 


INMATE 





END PAGE ONE 



DEC 2 21972 *r 














PAGE TWO 

WAS INTERVIEWED AT GREAT MEADOW CORRECTIONAL 


FACILITY BY BUREAU AGENT TODAY AND STATES: 

BETWEEN ONE TEN AND ONE THIRTY PM FEBRUARY 
TWO LAST, HE WAS LOCKED IN HIS 


AT 


ATTICA. HE HEARD LOUD COMMOTION IN NEARBY GALLERY AREA 

10 UT 


AND OBSERVED INMATE 


OF HIS CELL ENGAGED IN AN ALTERCATION 


ALTERCATION WAS ABOUT 


WHO DID NOT KNOW HOW IT BEGAN. 


SAW TWO CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS STRUGGLING WITH 


NUMBER ONE HAD HIS LEFT ARM WRAPPED AROUND 


NECK AND 


WAS PULLING HIM BACK TOWARDS HIS CELL WITH THE OTHER HAND. 
NUMBER TWO OFFICER WAS HITTINg[ 


IN THE NECK AND CHEST 


AREA WITH SLAPPING AND SHOVING MOTIONS AND NOT WITH CLENCHED 
FISTS. HE STRUCKf ItHREE OR FOUR TIMES. DURING THE 

TO GET BACK 


STRUGGLE BOTH OFFICERS WERE SHOUTING TO. 


IN HIS CELL AND WERE MAKING OBSCENE REFERENCES TO THE FACT 
J€ IS A NEGRO. HE REFUSED TO GO BACK INTO THE CELL AND THE 


END PAGE TWO 










-4' 


i # 


PAGE THREE 

OFFICERS WERE ABOUT TO STRIKE HIM AGAIN WHEN 


CELLED TO 




THE ABOVE INCIDENT LASTED NO MORE THAN TWO MINUTES. 
| HEARD RUMORS FROM OTHER INMATES THAT 
lwAS GOING INTO THE EXERCISE YARD ONE OF THE 


CORRECT IONAL OFFICERS PUSHED HIM THROUGH THE DOOR 




ASKED WHY HE WAS PUSHED AND THE OFFICERS THEN REFUSED TO 
LET HIM GO TO THE YARD. 

PROCEDURALLY, INMATES WALK TO THE YARD WITH ARMS FOLDED 
AND UNTIL SHORTLY BEFORE THIS TIME WERE STRIP SEARCHED 
AFTER LEAVING CELL AND BEFORE GOING TO THE YARD. HOWEVER, 

AN ORDER HAD COME DOWN FROM SUPERINTENDENT MANCUSI THAT 


m MORE STRIP SEARCHES WERE NECESSARY UNLESS AN INMATE 


WAS VISITING WITH A VISITOR FROM THE OUTSIDE 


• | ~| 


ALWAYS BEEN ANTAGONISTIC TOWARDS STRIP SEARCHES AND 


END PAGE THREE 











PAGE FOUR 


BEING FORWARDED TO 


FELT THIS COULD HAVE TRIGGERED THE WHOLE INCIDENT. 

F D THREE ZERO TWO WITH 
BUFFALO. 

END 
HOLD 


RMS FBI WA C DC 







£ ftDim cur.L.u cr investigation, 
" nOM;vIUNiCATiON5. 5LCUQN 




NR00i BU PLAIN 




8:10PM NITEL 12-12-72DMB 


FROM 


ACTING DIRECTOR (44-50605) NITEL 
NEW YORK URGENT 
ALBANY (44-737) URGENT 
BUFFALO (44-592) FOUR PAGES 


CHANGED. UNSUBS, CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), 


Hi. Felt_ 

Mi. Baker - 

Hi, Callahan ___ 

Mr. Cleveland __ 

Mr. Conrad ■ ^4^ > 

Mr. Dalbey . —W 
Mr. Gebhardt XL. 

Mr. Jenklni-!_ 

Mr. Mara hall —._ 

Mr. Miller, E.S_ 

Mr. Purvia_ ,— 

Mr. Sfiyari __ 

Mr. Walters _„ 

Tele. Boom_ 

Mr. Kinley_ 

Mr, Armitrong_ 

Mi. Herwlg_ 

Mre, Keenan_ 





de 





CR. 00 BUFFALO. 




TITLE CHANGED TO REFLECT ALIASES OF 


RE BUFFALO AIRTELS TO BUREAU, NOV. SIX LAST AND NOV, 


TWENTYFOUR LAST. 


fX-113 « MCT-49 LjLj _ 5 0 ^ os''ft % 

IRTT, SUBSEQUENT TO RIOT AT ATTICA 


FOR INFO OF NEW YOmc, SUBSEQUENT TO RIOT AT ATTICA 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY (ACF) , ATTICA, N .Y ., SEPT. SEVENTY0NE7 
JUDGE JOHN T. CURTIN, USDC, BUFFALO, ISSUED INJUNCTION 23 DE 

PROHIBITING CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS OF ACF OF USING ACTS OF 
PHYSICAL ABUSE AND THREATS COMMITTED AGAINST ATTICA INMATES. 
CAPTIONED VICTIMES ALL ALLEGE VIOLATION OF THIS INJUNCTION IN 
DIFFERENT SPECIFIC INSTANCES. HEARINGS SCHEDULED DEC. EIGHTEEN 


DEC 15 


NEXT, BEFj^^S. MAGISTRATE, BUFFALO, REGARDING ALLEGATION OF 
END PAGE ONE ^ 

y h V 7 












BU 44-592 




« 


PAGE TWO 


TO DETERMINE IF PROBABLE CAUSE EXISTS TO HOLD CRIMINAL 


CONTEMPT PROCEEDINGS REGARDING VIOLATION OF INJUNCTION. 

AT APPROXIMATELY ONE FIFTEEN PM, FEB. TWENTYTWO LAST 
WAS ROUTINELY REMOVED FROM HIS 


BY TWO CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS 


IN ORDER TO ESCORT HIM TO EXERCISE YARD WHICH IS AT THE NORTH END 
OF THE GALLERY. 


ALLEGES THAT WHEN HE AND GUARDS REACHED THE 


END OF THE GALLERY, THEY STRUCK HIM AND RETURNED HIM TO HIS CELL. 
INVESTIGATION TO DATE BY BUFFALO INDICATES THA: 


DID NOT 


SUBMIT TO ROUTINE PAT FRISK WHEN LEAVING HIS CELL. 


ALSO DID 


NOT FOLD HIS ARMS ACROSS HIS CHEST WHILE PROCEEDING TO EXERCISE 
YARD. IT IS NORMAL ROUTINE THAT WHEN ANY INMATE IS OUT OF HIS CELL 
IN HBZ, HE WILL PROCEED ONLY WITH HIS ARMS FOLDED ACROSS HIS CHEST. 

HAD BEEN CONFINED IN HBZ SINCE RIOT. WHEN OFFICERS QUESTIONED 


HIM AT THE END OF THE GALLERY, STATING THAT THEY WOULD NOT ALLOW 
HIM TO EXERCISE UNLESS HE FOLLOWED THE NORMAL ROUTINE, 


RETURNED 


TO HIS CELL AND SHUT THE DOOR. WEST GALLERY CONSISTS OF CELL 
NUMBERS TWENTYFOUR THROUGH FORTYTWO FROM NORTH TO SOUTH. 

THE FOLLOWING INMATES WERE CONFINED ON THE SAME GALLERY ON 
FEB. TWENTYTWO LASTS 


END PAGE TWO 









BU 44-592 

PAGE THREE _ 

CONDITIONALLY RELEASED MAY TWENTYSIX, LAST, 


TO REPORT PAROLE OFFICE, THREE ONE FOUR WEST FORTIETH STREET, NEW 


YORK, N.Y., CONFINED 



GREEN HAVEN CORRECTIONAL 

FACILITY, STORMVILLE , N .Y., MAY ONE, LAST, CONFINED 




GREAT MEADOW CORRECTIONAL FACILITY (GMCF) , COMSTOCK, N .Y., MAY ONE, 


LAST, CONFINED 



GMCF MAY ONE, LAST, CONFINED 



CONDITIONALLY RELEASED MAY NINETEEN, LAST, TO REPORT TO PAROLE 
OFFICE, ONE TWO FIVE MAIN STREET, BUFFALO, N .Y., CONFINED 


INSPECTION OF THIS GALLERY BY BUFFALO AGENTS 


DISCLOSED ABOVE INMATES COULD SEE MOST OF AREA AT THE NORTH END OF 
GALLERY, IF STANDING AT CELL DOOR. 

WDNY, BUFFALO, 


ON INSTANT DATE, AUSfl 


REQUESTED INTERVIEW OF ABOVE INMATES TO DETERMINE WHAT THEY SAW OR 

Iallegation. INMATES SHOULD RECALL INCIDENT 


RECALLED REGARDING 


END PAGE THREE 







BU 44-592 
PAGE FOUR 


|SPOKE TO SEVERAL ON HIS WAY BACK TO HIS CELL AND ATTEMPTS WERE 

TO SEE MEDICAL AUTHORITY. 


MADE BY ATTICA EMPLOYEES FOA 


HOWEVER l 


b 

b' 


REFUSED WITHOUT PRESENCE OF HIS ATTORNEY. SUTEL RESULTS 


OF ABOVE INTERVIEWS BY C .0 .B. DEC. FIFTEEN, NEXT. 


NEW YORK AT STORMVILLE, N.Y. - WILL INTERVIEW 


NEW YORK AT NEW YORK, N .Y. - WILL LOCATE INMATE| 
THROUGH PAROLE OFFICE AND CONDUCT INTERVIEW. 


ALBANY AT COMSTOCK. N.Y. - WILL INTERVIEw[ 


BUFFALO AT BUFFALO, N .Y. - WILL LOCATE INMATE] 
AND CONDUCT INTERVIEW. 

[described AS NEGR MALE, BORN 


VICTIM 



FIVE FT 


FIVE FT. FOUR AND ONE HALF INS., ONE HUNDRED FIFTY LBS., 


BLAC HAIR, BROWN EYES 

P. 

END. 


HOLD 











NR 016 NY PLAIN 
1256PM URGENT 12-15-72 PAC 
TO ACTINfc DIRECTOR 44-50625 
BUFFALO 44-592 


FROM NEW YORK 44-2386 CP) 2P 


asm* BURtAU of '.rf-ooromiON ^ 

COMMUNICATIONS StCTI N 0 




teletype 


Mr. ten _ 

Mr. Baker - 

Mr. Callahan_— 

Mr. Cleveland - 

Mr. Conrad —.y 

Mr. Dal' ' / 

Mir*'"’'- 

Mr. Ter’klns , — 

Mr. Ml • ' all , 

Mr. i’.CIi." £.S. _ i 

Kir. P’r ■'.** - | 

Mr. SwVcts _ 

Mr. Walters _ 

Tele. Room _ 

Mr. Kin ley _ 

Mr. ATraEtrong .__ 

Ms. iiervac_ 

Mrt Kueuai - 


UNSUBS; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

__ 

ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK DASl|_ 

CIVIL RIGHTS; COO:BU). 





RE BUREAU NITEL, TWELVE, TWELVE, SEVENTY TWO. 
REFERENCED NX TEL SETS LEAD TO INTERVIEW 



GREEN HAVEN CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, STORMVILLE, NEW YORK. 

RE NEW YORK TELEPHONE CALL TO BUFFALO TWELVE FIFTEEN SEVENTYTWO. 

CONTACT WITH OFFICIALS AT GREEN HAVEN CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 
REFLECTS ALL PRISONERS IN KEEP-LOCK STATUS PENDING SEARCH OF 
CELLS FOR CONTRABAND BEING CONDUCTED BY INS CORRECTIONAL 
SERVICES OFFICERS FROM ALBANY, NEW YORK. THEY REQUEST INTER¬ 
VIEWS BE HELD IN ABEYANCE PENDING COMPLETION OF SEARCH. 

NEW YORK WILL RECONTACT GREEN HAVEN .ftSRICIALS DECEMBER 


EIGHTEENTH TO DETERMINE IF SITUATION ALlEVIATED AND WILL 


INTERVIEW 


END PAGE ONE 


THAT DATE IF PERMISSABLE. 


REC-3 yt/-5a6c>5~/ l / c j 


DEC 2 3 T 


*3 ^ 


/ / V 












r 





PAGE TWO 

NEW YORK DIVISION'S ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT 
(N/Pl; DOB 


NY OBTAINED 


FROM NYS PAROLE, NYC) AT YOUTH DRUG PROGRAM AT FOUR SIX SIX 
WEST TWENTY THIRD STREET AND FIVE TWO TWO EAST TWELTH STREET, 
MANHATTAN, NEGATIVE TO DATE. 

NEW YORK DIVISION WILL CONTINUE ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE AND 
INTERVIEW 


END 



b7C 



DKS FBI WASHDC CLR 












FI-2^3 (Rev. ! -7-72') 


c> / j 


^FEDERAL #JREAU OF INVESTIGATION ’ • ' 


REPOHTiNG OFFICE 

- BUFFALO 


OFRCE OF ORIGIN 

BUFFALO 


TITLE OF CASE 

UNSUBS, CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 
ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

ATTICA ( T,7VAMTWn CAITMTV T A7PU Vnv? V . 


INV£STl«ATIVE PERIOD 

11/3 - 12/13/72 



CHARACTER OF CASE 


TYPED frY 

: Irak 


REFERENCES; Buffalo airtel to Bureau dated 11/6/72. 


Albany airtel to Bureau dated 11/14/72. 


Buffalo airtel to Bureau dated 1.1/24/72 


Bureau airtel to Buffalo dated 12/6/72. 

i jr 

Buffalo nitels to Bureau dated 12/12/72 

1 

and 12/13/72. 





ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED __lACQUH 


C&NVI C. I FUG. 


COPIES MADE 


<S>- Bureau (44-50605) 
2 •• Albany (44-737) 

• 2 V New York 

1 - USA, Buffalo 

2 - Buffalo (44-592) 


Savings ) recoveries 


CASE H AS BEEN: 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR f_I3 Y6:s [ I u ° 
PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS f^} YES P'^NO 


~ 

^ - - » L -- - ----- 

SPECIAL AGENT 

IN CHARGF 

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 






Di ssemfnotior*- Record of Attached Report 


Agency 


Request Reed. 


























BU 44-592 

LEADS 

ALBANY 


AT COMSTOCK, NEW YORK 


Will interview former Attica inmates |_| 

| Great Meadow Correctional Facility regarding 
allegation or vicflm [~ 1 as contained in referenced Buffalo 
nitel to Bureau dated lTJll/12. 


NEW YORK 

>• 

AT STORHVILLE, NEW YORK 


Will interview former Attica inmate 
at Green Haven Correctional Facility regarding same as above for 
Albany. 


AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK 


Will locate former Attica inmate 


New York State Parole Office and conduct interview as above. 


through 


BUFFALO 


AT ALDEN, NEW YORK 

Will interview former Attica inmate 
at Erie County Penitentiary regarding above. 


AT ATTICA, NEW YORK 


Will photograph areas as requested by AUSA 
WDNY, Buffalo, New York, 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


<> 

O 


All persons interviewed in this investigation were 
advised that the investigation was being conducted at the 

specific rccuesc oAssistant Attorney Ccnernl DAVID I.. NORMAN. 
Civil Rights Division, LA S. Department of Justice. 


I? *•. 

.O '» 



X>\ * 


b6 

b7C 



• V 














FD-204 (Kov. 3-3-59) 

> 


% 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


1 - USA, Buffalo 


Report of: 

Dote.- 

Field Office File #: 
Title: 


ffirtJrttflcn 

Character: 

SyropjM: 

Synopsis: 


[ 


12713772 

44-592 


° ffice: Buffalo, New York 


Burecso File #: 44-50605 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 
ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILIT Y, ATTICA 
( T.TvnMTKm rnrmTv'i tvtutj vmw. I I 



CIVIL RIGHTS 

Attica Corre ctional Facility (ACF) Inmate 
in affidavit alleged that he 




was physically struck by Attica Correctional 
Officers on 2/22/72. Attempts by Bureau 
Agents to secure information at ACF, Attica^ 
New York, regarding requests of AUSA[ _] 


UDMY, Buffalo, New York, unsuccess¬ 
ful TTT rwn* instances. Two Attica Correctional 
Officers, who were present on the Third Floor 
of Housing Building Z (HBZ), ACF, on 2/22/72 
dnrinrr allatrod incident involving victim 

_ 1 in terviewed. One officer 

inaicatea l I refused to submit to routine 

pat frisk and was returned to his cell without 
being physically touched by either Correctional 
Officer who had intended to escort him to open- 
air ) r ard for exercise. Interview of second 
officer incomplete as he refused to be further 
interviewed after being advised Attorney JOHN 
STENGER recommended officer's involved in this 
matter furnish no statements. Affidavit of 
these officers and three a^J-^-^-^al officers, 

two of which were named byj_[as having 

assaulted him on 2/22/V2, set forth. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 


are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


nor aupiic.-11:00 


:nm your a nucy, 

c. 5. £WT r HINT IN' 


!G OFF1CK : O - 406-840 








Details: 


gation. 


The following is the result of a 


limited 


investi- 


This investigation is predicated upon receipt of 
United States Department of Jiistice letter dated October 31, 
1972 forwarding order issued by the Honorable JOHN T. CURTIN, 
United States District Judge (USDJ), Western District of 
New York (WDNY), Buffalo, New York, disclosing that United 
States Attorney (USA), Buffalo, was appointed to conduct 
necessary hearings before United States Magistrate EDMUND F. 
MAXWEJJL, Buffalo, New York, to determine if sufficient probable 
cause exists to hold criminal contempt proceedings against 
certain Attica Correctional Facility (ACF) Officers who may 
have violated Judge CURTIN's previous injunction. This in¬ 
junction was issued against ACF Officers restraining them from 
acts of physical abuse against ACF inmates. 


On— 1972, Assistant United States Attorney 
I WDNY, Buffalo, New York, was contacted 

J^which 


(AUSA)[ 

and furnished one copy of' an affidavit of 


follows. commented that hearing regarding the a"bove 
allegations are scheduled before U. S. Magistrate EDMUND F. 
MAXWELL, Buffalo, New York, for December 4, 1972. 


By communication dated November 14, 1972, the Albany, 
New York Division of the FBI advised as follows: 


On November 13, 1972, 
to New York State G overno r NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER,' 


Albany, New York, and Mr. WALTER DUNBAR, Deputy Commissioner, 
New York State Department of Correctional Facilities, Albany, 
New York, were advised that investigation would be instituted 
in this matter. 
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On November 6, 1972, AUSAj 
was contacted regarding this matter. 

subpoenaes have been issued concerning photographs of Attica 
Correctional Officers who may be involved in this matter as 
well as -photographs and diagrams of Attica Correctional Facility 
(ACF). AUS j advised that these subpoenaes are returnable 

on November 13, 1972, and that he did not desire any investigation 
by the FBI in this matter until the results of the above 
subpoenaes are obtained. 


b6 
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On November 13, 1972, AUSA 


was re¬ 


contacted and stated that he had just concluded a meeting with 
United States Magistrate EDMUND F. IIAXW'ELL, VJDNY, Buffalo, New 
York; JOHN STENGER, ■ rfn-nr..u f-r,- At tica Correctional Officers 

-ia_flri c_m.r-Lbir-gi.re.:_ajxtrll, 


w 7 ho is a New 7 York State 


J Attorne y General 1 s Office. At this meeting 
p OW AU S A I m -v-^TT-TQr.7 •f-nlcic’ r\ •(- i TlmcfAf 


to review files of inmates 


3TETCCET agreeu to 
and Correctional Officers involved in this matter and maintained 
at ACF. 


AUSA J stated that a tentative date r _o£_Iiaceinhex.- 

4, 1972 has been sec ror a hearing regarding victiml 


and that in addition, he anticipated going to ACF oh Novell tier 
20, 1972, to review records and tour the facility in order to 
acquaint himself with the specific areas where victims have 
alleged their civil rights were violated. 

On November 13, 1972, ERNEST L. MONTANYE, Super¬ 
intendent, ACF, Attica, New York, was contacted and was advised 
that investigation would be instituted in this matter. 


On November 21, 1972, Bureau Agents; AUSAj 


_WDNY, Buffalo, New York; Special Assistant Attorney 

General JOHN STENGER; and other employees of ACF, toured the 
third floor of Housing Building Z (HBZ), where alleged i nch de nt; 
in this matter have occurred. Subsequent to this, AUSa[ 
made specific requests for diagrams of this area which are 
currently being prepared by Buffalo Agents. 


AUSA 


irico’ 


■ 1: * nr* 


on November 22, 1972 requested certain 
vfdThr ulie exact cell location of Attica inmates 


:c. floor o.i- UjjZi 


•pc 


o tncr 
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b6 
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b6 
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^ -wn "’!-i 


X?, 1 PPnl ^ 


"Office, assig! 
information, 
to check with’ 
Correctional 
information. 


Agent 
New 


established contact with 


[Yttica, 

stated 


York State Attorney General s 


for the purpose of 
that it would be necessary 


securing 


this 
for him 


VAIN 8TENGER, who is representing the accused 
Officers in this matter, before releasing this 


b6 
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,r 22, 1972, and subsequent to the above 


On JI: 

contact, AUSA| Stated he had been in contact with JOHN 

STENGER who advise* nim he would not allow the furnishing of the 
requested information. 


On November 24, 1972, AUSA[_ kdvised he was consider¬ 

ing bringing the entire above situation to tne attention of United 
States District Court (USDC) Judge JOHN T. CURTIN, WDNY, Buffalo, 

New York, in an attempt to resolve the matter. 


On November 30, 1972, AUSA 
and advised that the hearing regardin, 


was recontacted 
Allegations of victim 


b6 

b7C 

I 

. b6 
b7C 

I 

b6 

b7C 


had been adjourned until December 18, 1972 and would 
be held betore U. S. Magistrate EDMUND F. MAXWELL. [ 1 

added that inmates who have already filed affidavits alleging 


that they witnessed acts of brutality againstl_| on February 

22, 1972 will be transferred from ACF to the Erie bounty Jail, 
Buffalo, New York, on December 14, 1972 and that he intended 
to interview these, at this time without the assistance 


of Bureau Agents. 


further commented that he had by 


court order permission to review and xerox the Attica inmate 
files regarding the five victims in this matter and that he would 
provide these files as soon as available so that appropriate 
xeroxing can be made by the FBI. 

On December 6, 1972, AUSaF 
current location of certain ACF inmat 


5s" 


Irequested that the 
"Ue - obtained who irmu 


b6 

b7C 




i£e_is, 7 itnessed the incident involving the allegation of 
occurring- on F ebruary 22, 1972 in the West Gallery 


, third 

also requested that descriptive data be 


floor, HBZ,| 

obtained regarding five correctional officers who are named 

’affidavits as being the 
land witnesses. 


in victim's affidavit and inmates' 0, 
subjects of the brutality against 


6 
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On December 7, ,1972. 


r econtacfp.d—jiac-ajad ing AUSA 
1972. 


I 


was 

request or December 6, 


b6 

b7C 


advised that he would contact JOHN STENGER 


and advise as TTo whether or not-he could furnish the requested 
information. 


Shortly after the above ,| 
and advised that Mr. STENGER desirecT 


re¬ 


contacted Agent 
communicate with AUSA 


A ? , ISA f 

At this time 


was contacted and advised of the above. 


was furnished v.d th comnl ete xeroxing of 


b6 
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b6 
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victim. inmates institution files. Mr. 


Jrequested that 


Agent interview the following Correctional Officers regarding 
the allegation of victim C ] ■ 


Lieutenant 


SergeantJ 


of the above officers 


also furnished one copy each of 
one r.oov o ar.h of affidavits 


and 


L 


allegation made by 


A copy 


IT 

of 


affidavits 
by 

who are tne subjects of the 
these affidavits follows: 
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Cjl > / -^9 J 


Plain Jiffs 


CIVIL Wl-^IO 


I13LS0K R0CK2F2LL23, Governor, 3tate of 
Hew Yor.c; Hj ju j uu \j • ou*«/%».2| wonmi 33 ionor 
of Correctional Services, ate.; VL.'IM.T 

ji , o u oe rin t encient , .ittica correctional 
Facility; rWoLRT 3. FISCH3R, Japuty 
Attorney. General, _ jerendnr.ts 

bLii 3 ‘Jr ~ 3 1J.i—fcf cj"? i 


yj'iTY of v.io;n:,'i: 


Attica Correctional 


Facility, oeing duly sworn, deposes and says that fie is over 
twenty-one years of a^e and resides in tho city of Batavia, New 
York.. 

At about 1 j 55 P.M. on. February -22* 1572 while oh duty, I '* 
was summoned to the 3rd Floor of KDZ by Correction Officer IiBAD, 
who told ca was claiming ho was injured by our officers. .. 

I I I 


an! vas aenandin^ nediCGl attention# I escorted 


Cron his 


cell to the day rood for examination by 


While 


escorting hin to the day rooml 


told S3 that officers 


_| had "beat on hia", but ho refused to specify < 

whore or in what manner unless his attorney was present. He 


refused to take his coveralls off so I could view his body and 
he refused to allo\^ to examine him. He claimed 

his attorney would have to be present during an examination. I 
asked[ ]if JUD33 WILLIS of the McKay Comalssion, who was 

interviewing inmates on "c" South Gallery, would suffi ce as an 
attorney for hin. Valle I was talking to JUDGC WILLIS, 
returned to his cell and refused a iy examination until his own 
attorney was present. 


Sworn to'before ne this 
7th day of March 1972 


Uotsry Public 
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CIVIL 1971-410 


—vs— 

HiJLSO.V ROCXHLLHR, Governor, State of 
Hew fork} RUdClLL J. GS'./ALJ, Commissioner 
of Correctional iervices, etc.} VILCLIil 
KA’ICJSI, Super intense at, Attica Correctional 
Facility; koiS.nl 2. FI3JHLR, uaputy 

Attorney Janer^l. _ .;-efcndant3 

Si’AI'i OF nn'.i 

CoUkTf of v:Y0ni;;c) “ J * 



Attica Correctional 

Facility, being duly sworn, deposes ana says that he is over 
twenty-one years of age, resides in Attica, Sew 'fork. 

About ltl5 P.M. on February 22, 1972, I was on duty at the . 
Facility^and was on the 3rd Floor of KBZ. I.was standing in the 
Quadrangle area of the west gallery just outslio the Control Room 


door when I observed .officers 
to escort him to the yard area. 


came out of his coll and 


walked pa3t the officers without waiting to bo "pat frisked." 

Ha continued to walk down the gallery to the yard door* He 
stopped there and after a short conversation with the officer, 
he returned to his cell and went in. I could hear talking between 


the officers ana 


but I could not make out what they were 


saying. 


At no time did I observe any officer touch 




Svorn to before sn this 
7th day of Harch 1972. 



•Notary ruuxic 
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CIVIL 1271-VlO 

-V3- 

HSLSGR R0CK8F2LLCR,' Governor, Stats of 
Kevr 'fori; HUoJULL G. GC'CALA, Coaois3ioner 
of Correctional services, etc. j. Vlri CiSRI 
MAHCU3I, Superintendent, Attica Correctional 
Facility; HOoSilf 2. FISCiiSR, Jeputy 

Attorney CenoriLi _ Defendants 

'SIACn OF'A_,; ij-S) .... 

CdUSTY 0? WYOMIKG) 001 

Attica Correctional 


Facility, being duly sworn, deposes and says that die is over •' 
twenty-one years of age, resides at 1061 Creek Hoad,-Attica, h’ev 
York. 


About 1:15 ?•*»• on February 22, 1972, I was on au ty £ the 
Control, .loop on the 3rd Floor of H3Z. Officers_ 


front down the gallery to( 


I opened the 


coll and observec 


:ome out of the cell and as officer 

put his hand up to "pat. , 

frisk” 


walked past, the 


officers .toward the yard# 
_ an: 


liid not have his hands folded. 


gallery 


|ani the officers walked to the gate at the end of the 
I then walked back and into his cell. 


At no tine did I see any physical force used on lnnat 
by the officers. 

I could not hear any of the conversation fron ay vantage 


point in the Control Room. 























UNITED SMK-S DISTRICT COURT 

western ^pib.ic :? c? hew voor _ 

INMATES OF CEE ---VTICA COOCELCTIGNA: 


• Plaintiffs C 

-vs- 

NELSON ROCKEFELLER, Governor, State of 
New York; RUSSELL G. OSWALD, Commissioner 
of Correctional Services, etc.; VINCENT 
KANCUSI, Superintendent, Attica Correctional 
Facility; R032RT E. FISCHER, Deputy 

Attorney General, _ Defendants ..._^ 

STATS OF NEW YORK) 


COUNTY OF WYOMING) 


CIVIL 1971-410 



Attica 


Correctional Facility, being duly sworn, deposes and ■ says --= 
that he is over-twenty-one years of age, 

-New York . ’ ^ 

t 0a February 22,- 1972, l-was on duty~on the third floor 
of EBZ. About 1:00 p.n., a correction officer walked down 
the West Gallery and inquired from the inmates which ones 


wanted to go to -the ya; 


rd= - CD 


answered in the affirmative 


About 1:15 p.n. I and Correction Officer 


and 

'it was opened.. 


I I 


left his cell and as I was 


about to carry out the usual “pat-frisk", he brushed by me 
and continued walking toward the yard. As he walked by me I 
grabbed and hung onto his coat, j | then swore at me. I 1 
go Of his coat and he continued to walk toward the yard and 
rofused to fold his arms. Ee walked to the yard door but I 

"V 

o 

stepped in front of him and closed the yard door. He then 
inquired if this meant ho couldn't go to the yard and I said 


"that's right* 


then walked back to his cell without 


being ordered to go back. At r.o time was any physical force 


used on hi: 


Of fi.c 



•dw W. '*« Ai M*V 


























1971-410 


-VO- ’ 

KELSON ROCKEFELLER, Governor, Stats of • , 

Hew YOrkj RUSSELJTG. GSVJALD, Ccinmies loner 

of Correctional-Services, ota.i V2HCECT ' [ ' —* 

>2AZJCUSJ, Superintendent, Attica Correctional 
Facilityj j >■< m Sj • a I 

Attorney C'c.n £*£ a 1 1 _ Defendant a 

STATS CS Jtd.w ••. ./n>) • 

comne of wTfo:u:;s) 

being duly sworn, states ha is over the 
age of twenty-one years and resides at 

Hew York. I aa ec^oyod-as a correction officer at the.----- 


Attica Correctional Facility, 

On Febreary 22, 1372, I was on duty on the third floor 
of HBZ. About. 1*09 p.n. an officer went down the we3t gallery 
and inquired a3 to who wanted to-go out in the yard, 
was one of those who wanted to go out. About 1»15 p.m. 


Correction Officer 




and I wont- to 


control operator opened the cell anc 


walked out and 


walked right pact us toward the yard. I ordered him to 3top 
and put his arms on the cell for the "pat-frisk". He just 


kept walking and Correction Offic 


er g 


rabbad his coat. 


{jerked his arms pulling the coat out of Officerj 
grasp and continued to walk to the yard gate. I told 



to fold his arms. Me failed to do so. Office: 


closed the gate. Inmate 


□ 


i X Tile 


aid something like, ”1 suppose 


this manna X don't go in the yard." I said, “Co back to your 
cell," At no time was any physical force used. 


vras in his coll and as X was 
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Sworn to hofora aa this 
1st day of March 1972 



Notary Public 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Dote of transcription 


12/13/72 


Attica 


Correctional, faculty t.ACi?;, was contacted and was advised of 
the identity of the interviewing A gent as v?ell as the nature 


of the natter under investigation. 


t-nt, uuour ^ 

|was further 
.onal Officers 

aavxsea th. 

at Ajzant rsouastea to in; 

be.rviev/ CoffecO 



r 


_!_ | stated that he would make Officers 

_available for interview and that| j 

was currently off outy. 


✓ 


Interviewed on_ 


12/8/72 


Attica* New York 


.File # 


Buffalo 44-592 


<olr 


12/11/72 


__Dot« dictated_ 

- 15 - 

This document contains neither recommendolions nor conclusions of the FBI. 1/ is the property of the FBI ond is looned to your agency; 
iS ond its contents ore not to be distributed *utside your ogency. 


nor duplicated within your agency, 



b7C 



b7C 


















■FEDERAL. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION r 


'rjD p.f-e g rv> t f i p! i o o 

>/<* .j’j a r ■■ 


Sergeant I was contacted 

at his plac e of t& ' ffioyibfen c , RCt Tc a: tsjr r g gc idnal Facility (ACF) 

and was advised of the identity of the interviewing Agent as _ 

well as the nature of the matter under InvastigatidnTj ( 

than furnished -the following inforrasfciotu. . 

On February 22, 1972, was on duty at ACF 

and shortly after 1;00 FM recalls' t fiat he y as on the third 
floor of Housing-Building 2 (HBZ)♦ j ^ explained that 

although he was not assigned to this building on this, date 
he had come to the floor to determine whether or not difficulty, 
which he had previously reported to the, lobksstibh, regarding 
hha—Locking devices or. certain ceils had baen corrected, 

explained that prior to becoming a Sergeant on February 3, 
TTTTTjie was the Locksmith Officer for the prison and had 
continu ed in that type of work sometime after becoming Sergeant* 
joffered this explanation as to his reason for being where 
ne was adding that he is not absolutely certain that this was 
the reason. ' 


was standing just to the west #£ the control 
room and was jiuucJ ing north down the West Gallery through the 
door of the Gallery, which was probably opened and if not. Is a 
barred door which can easily be seen through*. I 1 

who was standing in the control ro*m, opened the celT door ce one 
of the cells down the West Gallerv. which was severe 


p 


[5 


EJ1 



c 

ur corr 
assigns 
e fl 


Interviewed on. 


12 / 8 /72 


a i Attica* New 


Buffalo 44'“ py 



■6 /'|1 / • 


this document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of .the FBI. jl fs the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your age *cy; 
st ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. r -j * ■% * - 


nor duplicated within your' age* ne^ 
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stated that he saw an inmate come out 
of the ceir; ~brus h by the two officers," and proceed north 

down the Gallarm._I 1 minted out that ht la ter learned 

this inmate was pud believes|"" "|has been on 

the third floor In TUJZ since 'the riot by inmates at Attica 
in September, 1971* It is routine that v/hen an inmate leaves 
his cell in this area, he will immediately after exiting the 
cell door withstand a pat frisk and then proceed with his 
f olded across his chest. | | assumes that since 

had been confined in this manner for so long and 
since inmates are instruct ed- this procedure the first day 

that they are there, that was very well aware of this 

routine procedure. - 

When questioned as to whether [ Il ia ji actua lly 

touched the officers when exiting from his cell , 
stated that he was not certain! [had but assumes that 

it was probable since the officers were on either side of the 
door and close enough where may have touched them when 

walking by, - 


The two officers followed to the end of t he 

Gallery durin g t . Thirh t- .lme words were spoicen betweer j 1 and 

the officers.! could not h ear thi s conversation but 

assumes the otiricers were tellingf ]he would have to return 

to his cell and follow normal procedures or he would not Ve 
allowed to go to the exercise yard. lcommented th at. the 

..an-l-ir- akha - r sent on the enCTrs - mxrd floor wasf 


and the officers had more conversation at 
i-the end, of the Gall cry , again not heard by[ |and then 

_pbserved iprocee d back to his ceTl wren the 

officers behind arm. entered his cell and one of the 

officers closed the dour - UU J it. 

_L stated that .at no time did he see the officers 

touch | [ in any way or| touch the officers except tliat 

as meiltiOTica above, when he exited from hi s cell. I _] 

commented that on the way back to his cell I spoke to' 

several of the inmates confined in the cells as lie passed by 
and also gestured to them giving the "black power sign,*' which 

lcommented is a raised fistTlfsbated that the entin 


17 - 
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conversation as above could not have lasted more than 30 seconds. 


When I 
position - . 


_ _ _ Ttg ' ST. c rur ' co T i r roi" T T Ssiir, ' 

as to wEat the problem was. They advised j_ 


returned to- 
aquircd 


r\-P f*V»<arri 

v wriAvy - 1 


had refused to comply with the pat frislc and they would not, 
therefore, allow him to enter the exercise yard. 


fight between] 


_liommented that if there had been any sort of 


Lor 

_Jand the officers, he would have gone to 

the officers' assistance and that since he hol ds the rank 
of Sergeant, if the officers had abused 


at all, he 

would have stopped them, placed the inmate in his cell, called 
for a - "medical person to examine the inmate # and placed the 
officers on report for their misbehavior. 

_._ 1 stated that after this short conversation 

with) | he proceeded down the nearby 

stairwell ana then heard an inmate yelling t* the other 
inmates that he had been beaten.^ [assu mad that it was 


r 


hnd accordingly turned to the officers, 

land advised them to make out a report regarding 


tne mciaent ana that he would do the same. 


commented that he had been a correctional 
officer since June 8, 1961 and assigned at AGF since 1962. 


advised that he has never been arrested and in his 
life time has received two traffic citations. 


stated that in view of the affidavit he has 
already submitted, he would decline to furnish a signed 
statement at this time. 

The following descriptive and background data was 
obtained through observation and interview! 


Name 

Date of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 


> 

O 


5'11" 

20.0 pounds 
Dark Brown 
Brown 


b6 

b7C 


1 

b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


f:l 

b6 

b7C 
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Residence 

Employment 


Physical 

Characteristics 


* 


Correctional 


Pjfew York 
lAttica 

Facili 
Attica 


"Yorh. - 


ty 

! New 


No obvious physical handicaps 
tha^=- m ^ n M impair the ability 

of I _[to observe and 

remember were noted during 
interview. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




Dole ef tro nsc r iption 


12/13/72 


Lieutenant was contacted at his place 

of employment, Attica Correctional facility (ACF) and was 
advised of the identity of the interviewing Ag ent as vig il as 
the nature of the matter under investigation* [ ] then, 

provided the following information: 


On February 22, 1972. 


Sometime in the earlier aftern oon he van called f _ the nu rd 
floor bv Officer 


I 


__ _, | who anvjsed bin tint 

ITJwas alleging enac orrrcers l 
Ihfii-T haat- ai -i l x La -Upon arriving 


pon arriving on the thi yd iloq r. 
coll and was advised by| in words 

r\ P fi-iQ nf f t riariJ nsrl o i- ■ 


rn tEsZEZZEEE IEEE nn&. of the above officers hacl struck him. 

_(that he would get a nurse to come over 


ana rook at him. 


third fl.or and contacted 


then returned, to the control room on the 


\(U, 


re tiredd and xsauaatad tiiat he come to the third floor to 


iW 


look at 


At this point 
correctional officer, whol 


iimi 


f v T-Hia. i-n^nr^r-ioT.T rT,--r,»T F-t 


entered the room that the ir.Ee 


officer requested to speak wx 
the room. A snort time lated 


eima 

.rii'-lL. 


ed 


Tars 


wt vna taK].ni> pTace in. 

and both of them left 
re-entered the room and 


advised that a directive had been .Issued by the Superintendent 
of ACF to the effect that JOHN STE1-JG2R, Attorney, had advised 
that all Attica personnel refuse to be interviewed by anyone 


re garding the brutality allegations of 


. then stated that based upon 
decline to furnish any infonnafcion. 


personally would like to talk to Agent anci relt thatj^ 


✓ j 

and others, 
hi -1 an vice he wonl d 

dded that he 

1 


and other inmates were merely trying to intimidate oi 
by making these false accusations of brutality. [ 


cars 

r 


further commented that if anything, since Judge JOHN T. CURTIN s 
injunction was issued, officers have been extremely careful 
not to violate this injunction.f [poi nted out that Judg e 

He—”—- r 1 


CHARLES VJILLIS from Rochester, hew York, and[ 


Interviewed on. 


12/8/72 


Attica, Nevi York 


.File # 


Buffalo 44-592 


by. 


SA 


link 


te dicto-cd 


12/11/72 


20 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to you r ocjency; 
it ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your ogency. 


nor duplicated within your agency. 
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b6 
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were present on t 

unz nnriT5g“rns~auovs r 

ncident. 


two persons were members of the McKay jjoi 


third floor of 
the above 
and were 


;he 
advisled 


1 


concluded 


irarm rri : 

on another Gallery at the above time. _ 

by stating that he felt he could not go against his 
counselors advice and, therefore, would furnish no information. 


bi 

b' 


The following descriptive and background data was 
obtained through observation and interview at the outset of 
this interview; 


Name 

Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Employment 


Arrests 


Physical 

Characteristics 


New York 

y T ii Ti — 

190 pounds 

Light Brown (balding) 

Hazel 

Correctional Officer, 

Rank of Lieutenant, 

Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica, New 
York. New York State 
Correctional Officer since 
August, 1953 and assigned 
at Attica since 1967 after 
first tour of Attica between 
1964 and 1966. 

None claimed - two traffic 
citations over entire life 
time. 

No obvious physical handicaps 
t h a t mi gilt imps i r the ability 
of to observe and 

remeraDer were noted during 
interview. 
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RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dole of transcription 


12/13/72 


| Attica 

Correctional facility (A'h ? ) , was fceiephonlQSlLYcontacted at his 
residence, Greet; Road, Attica, New York. I (was advised 
of 'the identity of the intervie wing Ae ent 1 [the nature of 
the matter- unaer investigation. [ h ;as further advised that 
the purpose of this contact was to arrange £oif a suitable time 
and place for interview regarding the above. 

] then stated that he would refuse to be inter¬ 
viewed by contacting Agent regarding the. matter under investi¬ 
gation according tcThis attorney’s instructions, Mr. JOHN 
STENG2R. 


Interviewed on_ 


12/13/72 


Attica, New York 



Buffalo 44-592 


12/13/72 


. Do*e dicto‘ed.. 


This document contains neither r ecomm e ndotions . nor conclusions of the FBI. |t is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. . # m , 

nor duplicated within your agency* 
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% 


BU 44-592 


_ On.December 12, 1972, AUS4 _ 

_was recontacted and requested that the f 

Tnma tp.s be interviewed furnishing the below lis 
regarding them: 


[_ _|pointed out that those inmate s wer e nil 

confined on February 22, 1972 on the 

and are to be interviewee regarding wnat they 
nay nave S£en regarding the allegation of 

j "|provided one copy of a court order issued 

by Judge JOHN T7 CUKl'lN, DSDC, Buffalo, New York, authorizing 
the taking of photographs of the West Gallery and surrounding 
area^ T]commented that arrangements have been made to 
take t hose pFotographs at the prison on lecember 14, 1972 and 
requested that the FBI accomplish same giving specifics 
instructions as to the areas to be photographed. 
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fEDiR-M limuj or investigation 

COM..:L\i(-M10S5 CECTIOM 


NR0&4 NY PLAIN * ■ r^vpE 

93 7 PM\ N IT EL 12-22-72 CJR 
TO ACTING,, DIRECTOR 44-50605 
BUFFALo\4-592 

FROM NEW YORK\44-2086 IP RUC 


UNSUBS; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 


Mr. F«.lt 

Mr. Bairn 

Mr. Callahrtn 

Mr. Cleveland _ 


1 J Zx. C'y-j ccrdJ^jfe—P 
r. Jenki-rt* . 

Mr. Men a’: *11 

I*. Mi It, E.S. - 




Mr. Kininv 

Mr. Armstrong _ 

Mm. Neencm 


_£_ 




J ‘ ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY) NEW YORK 4 
CIVIL RIGHTS; 00 BUFFALO 




T 4*j £ *" ' ' 


b6 

b7C 


REFERENCE BUFFALO TELETYPE TO BUREAU, 12/20/72. 
NEW YORK DIVISION ATTEMPTS TO RECONTACT 


CI.E. DRUG REHABILITATION CENTER, 466 WEST 


23RD STREET, MANHATTAN, NEW YORK CITY) AND AT HIS RESIDENCE 


NEW YORK CITY), HAVE BEEN NEGATIVE SINCE CONTACT WITH 


12/15/72, WHEN HE ADVISED FBI, NYC, THAT HE WOULD SPEAK TO 
NO ONE UNTIL HE SPOKE TO HIS ATTORNEYS WITH ATTICA DEFENSE 
COMMITTEE AND HAVE THEM CONTACT FBI IN NYC. FBI, NYC HAS HEARD 
FROM NEITHER! 


NOR HIS ATTORNEYS. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION BY NEW YORK DIVISION UACB. 


END 


5 1 > ** 



^///~ S'cbc*) ~ 


*4 dec 07 1272 


















-M 


-,'iVir. Bakift 


()\'\M - t ■ \ | 


V ‘\ -% '■ 


; Mi. Callahcni . 
1 Mi. Cleveland 
I Mi. Conjsyi 
| Ml. 


S ER UIV 


V&l?o2-Ji 


1 ;Y . ’ 


) 0) A I N 


9:J5AM 12-21-72 J#fGENT MRG 


.TYP3 


Mr. Savors 


/ TO ACTING DJtfffcTOR (44-5 0S05) 


buffalo ( 44 - 592 ) 


FROflyrfLBA NY (44-73 7) (RUC) IP 



Mr. Welters — 

Tele. Soars - 

Mr. Klsln;’ ._ 

Mi. /o-nsnong 
Ms. Horwc — 
Mrs fieeum — 


UNSUBS; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA CORRECTIONAL 
FACILITY, ATTICA (WYOMING COUNT T) , NEW YORK? 


CR. 00: BUFFALO. 


RE BUFFALO TELETYPE TO BUREAU DECEMBER TWENTY LAST. 


GREATMZADOw 


CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, COMSTOCK, NEW Y0« K , ADVISED TODAY 


THAT 



ATT ICa 


INMATE, IS CONFINED AT GREAT MEADOW. 


A- 


ii 


-Jf oiaS 


-153 


S HOLD 


GXC FBI WASHDC 


%• ♦ „ ; * r • 


/ v 1 . 


1 





















/ . 


# 


fo.mu ni'^ssai of ;nves?ic;at!OM 
GCii'iMljNK.WriONS SECTION 

DEC 201372 

*. ruz^^eT 


NR022 NY PLAIN 
920PM NITEL 12-20-72 CJR 
TO ACTING DIRECTOR 44-50605 
BUFFALO 44-592 
FROM NEW YORK 44-2086 U 



Ife. Fell 
Mr. Baker J9 
Mr. Cailalum 
Mr. Cleveland 
Mr. Conrad — 
Mr. Dalbey 
Mr. Gabhtgffj 

Mr. JarfcSK _ 

Mr. Marshall _ 
Mr. Mfflf.r. E.S. 

Mr. Purvis _. 

1 Mr. Soyccra -— 

J Mr. Welters_ 

> Tele. Hoorn __ 

Mr. Kinley _ 

Mr. Armstrong 

Ma. Herwig_ 

Mrs. Neencm _ 




UNSUBS, CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY] 
ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY) NEW YORK: ! 

CIVIL RIGHTS. 00 BUFFALO. 


REBUNITELS, DATED 12/12/72 AND 12/13/72 AND NYTEL, 
DATED 12/15/72 AND NYAIRTEL, DATED 12/18/72. 

BUFFALO NITEL SET OUT LEAD TO INTERVIEw[_ 

AT GREEN HAVEN CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, STORMVILLE, NEW YORK. 


OFFICIALS GHCF ADVISE! 


AUBURN 


CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, AUBURN, NEW YORK ON 12/18/72. 


POUGHKEEPSIE, NEW YORK NEWSPAPER REFLECTS 


ARRAIGNED 


WYOMING COUNTY COURT 12/18/72 IN CONNECTION WITH ATTICA AFFAIR. 


NO FURTHER CONTACT FROM 
TO DAT?. 



OR HIS ATTORNEY 





•s 


* ,’■* n 

* ; <Jr 


5^191 




END 













^^FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


DEC 2 01972 

TELETYPJ 


NR304 BU PLAIN 
1029PM NITEL 12-23-72 EWL 
TO ACTING DIRECTOR (44-50635) 
NEW YORK (44-2086) 

ALBANY (44-737) 

FROM BUFFALO (44-592) 2P 


T X 


f Ms. Callahan _ 
4 Mi. Cleveland. . 

j Mr. Conrad _ 

j Mr. Del':: y 
\ Mr. Ccchcccdt 
j A Jr. Jonldn. 1 * H 
: 1 '.. are hail — 

! Mr. IvliD SJS. 

» Mr. Pur vie _ 

j Mr. Sayers _ 

j Mr. Welters_ 

^ | Tele. Room _ 

J Mr. Kin lc.y_ 

j Mr. Armstrong .. 

j Me. Eeroac_ 

I Mlt fteenan _ 



UNSUBS; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 


ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK; 


CR. 00: BU. 


REMYTELS 12/12 AND 13/72; ALBANY NITEL TO BUREAU, 12/13/72; 


REPORT OF Si 


12/13/72, AT BUFFALO; NEW YORK TEL 


TO BUREAU, 12/15/72; NEW YORK AIRTEL TO BUREAU, 12/18/72, AND 


BUFFALO TELCAL TO NEW YORK 12/20/72. 

ON INSTANT DATE AUSA 
CONTACTED AND REQUESTED THAT 


WO NY, BUFFALO, MY, 


ATTICA 


CORRECTIONAL FACILITY (ACF) INMATE, WHO IS CURRENTLY CONFINED 
AUBURN CORRECTIONAL FACILITY NOT BE INTERVIEWED. NEW YORK AND 


ALBANY DISCONTINUE EFFORTS TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW 


rwn panf dmtt 


‘ REC-9Q 














PAGE TWO 


REQUESTED THAT HE BE FURNISHED WITH THE CURRENT MAILING 
ADDRESS OF FORMER ACF INMATE AND FORMER ACF INMATE 


CONTACT WITH ACF INSTANT DATE DISCLOSED 


GREAT MEADOW CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, COMSTOCK, NY, 5/1/72. 
ALBANY AT COMSTOCK, NY, DETERMINE IF 


STILL INCARCERATED 


AT GREAT MEADOW AND IF NOT SET FORTH LEADS TO DETERMINE CURRENT 
ADDRESS. 

NEW YORK AT NEW YORK, MY, WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO INTERVIEW 
AND PROVIDE BUFFALO WITH HIS CURRENT MAILING 


ADDRESS. 

MAILING ADDRESSES OF ABOVE INDIVIDUALS SHOULD REACH BUFFALO 
BY COB, 12/21/72. A1JSA IS MAILING SUBPOENAS FOR THESE INDIVIDUALS 
TO TESTIFY WHEN HEARINGS THIS MATTER COMMENCE ON 1/4/73. 

END 

HOLD 

RES FBI WASH 



b7C 














r 


T 


1 
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TELETYPE 


14 


1 - Mr. E. S. Miller 
URGENT 

1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. T. J. Smith 
12/20/72 


1 - Mr. J. C. Trainor 


Hi 

TO: SAC, BUFFALO 

FROM: FOR THE ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI 
V. MARK FELT 

ACTING ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 

( INDICTMENTS FOR ALLEGED CRIMES GROWING OUT OF DISTURBANCE AT 
ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, ATTICA, NEW YORK, 9/9 - 13/71, CIVIL . 
UNREST. / j 

BUDEp 12/26/72 CV 

AN ASSOCIATED PRESS NEWS RELEASE DATED 12/19/72 INDICATES THAT 
A SPECIAL GRAND JURY IN WARSAW, NSW YORK, INVESTIGATING CAPTIONED 
UPRISING AT ATTICA RETURNED 37 SEALED INDICTMENTS CHARGING PRISONERS 
OR FORMER PRISONERS WITH ALLEGED CRIMES GROWING OUT OF THE UPRISING. 
IT STATES 17 OF THE SEALED INDICTMENTS HAD BEEN OPENED AS OF 12/19/72 
AND THAT 24 PERSONS NAMED IN THE INDICTMENTS HAVE BEEN ARRAKjN^D jIN 
WYOMING COUNTY COURT. 


i\T 


A REQUEST HAS BEEN RECEIVED AT THE BUREAU FOR THE CRIMINAL | 
BACKGROUND OF THE INDIVIDUALS INDICTED WHOSE NAMES HAVE BEEN PUBLICLY 
DISCLOSED. THE REQUESTED INFORMATION SHOULD BE PROMPTLY OBTAINED BY 
YOU PROVIDED IT CAN BE OBTAINED HOST DISCREETLY AND WITHOUT GIVING 
THE IMPRESSION THAT THE BUREAUJIAS ANY JURISDICTIONAL INTEREST IN THE 


Felt 
Baker . 
Bishop . 


Callahan 


JCTtllm 

( 6 ) 


SAB has any jurisdictional interest 

-sS04 ~ 506 os ' l5cp 



Gebhardt _ 

Jenkins _ 

Marshall _ 
Miller, E.S 

Purvis- 

Soyars —_ 

Walters 
Tele. Room 
Mr. Kinley . 

Mr. Armstrong — 
Ms. Her 
Mrs. Nee 


SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 


\jj(y ! 27 1972 


Jr 


I 








JLROOM HU TELETYPE UNIT 







TELETYPE TO BUFFALO 

HE: INDICTMENTS FOB ALLEGED CRIMES GROWING OUT OF DISTURBANCE AT 
ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, ATTICA, NEW YORK, 9/9 - 13/72. 

MATTER. IF THE INFORMATION CONCERNING ANY PARTICULAR INDIVIDUAL 
CANNOT BE SECURED IN THIS MANNER, NO EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO OB¬ 
TAIN IT. 

THE RESULTS OF YOUR INQUIRY SHOULD BE SUBMITTED BY TELETYPE 
SUITABLE FOR DISSEMINATION NO LATER THAN 12/26/72. THE INFORMATION 
OBTAINED SHOULD BE SET FORTH AS BRIEFLY AS POSSIBLE IN A SEPARATE 
PARAGRAPH FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL WHOSE CRIMINAL BACKGROUND HAS BEEN 
OBTAINED. YOU ARE AGAIN CAUTIONED THAT THIS MATTER MUST BE HANDLED 
IN A MOST CIRCUMSPECT MANNER. 

NOTE : 

On the morning of 12/20/72, Lt. Col. Paul Slac k of the 

Vice President's Office advised Supervisor[ _ ]the 

Vice President had requested he se c u r e f r om TKe FBI TEe cr i minal 
background of the 24 individuals who were reported in the press 
to have been indicted in connection with the Attica riots. The 
Vice President is interested in what type of individuals, as to 
criminal history, were involved. 
























Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


Date: I/4/73 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


TO: ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 

FROM: SAG, NEW YORK (44-2086) (€) 

SUBJECT: UNSUBS; Correctional Officers Of 
Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica LWvoming C ounty), NY; 


CIVIL RIGHTS 
(00:BU) 


T°' " 


Zp' 


.. I N 
v* > 


ReNYtel to Bureau and BU, 12/22/72; and NYtelephone 
call to BU, 1/2/73. 

_ On p.m. of 1/2/73. ! 

_]NYC Legal Aid Society.contacted the NYO of the FBI and 

advised that he | __|and whether the FBI still 

wished to interview ! l and what they wished to interview him 
Atinut . The FBI advised him that they still wishedT±“==fc=*a“«*^—, 

_|and what they wished to interview him about. | 

advised that he would recontact the FBI on 1/3/73. 1 

On 1/3/731 _ 1 knew nothing 

about the incident of 2/22/72 . did not wish to be interviewed 
and did not wishr-i^—ta-atify. [ ] advised that if the USA 

later found that_ [test imony — was nec e s sary, then contact him 

and he would recontact his client. 

No further investigation by New York Division, unless 
contrary heard from Bureau or Buffalo Division. 


Bureau , & BfW ‘H ~ S OU 

Buffalo ( 44 -592), $> ' -— — - 

1 - New York ..J* 


oS -1* 


RJC:jfc 

( 6 ) 


v * i 


3 JAN -6 1973 





Special * 


lEiuharge 


—.is*. , Per- 

oy.S.Governfnent Printing OffKe: 1972 — 455-674 












Airtel 






t 


TO: SAC, Nev York <44-2086) 

FROM: Acting Director 1 , 3 lS?'^<44-50605 )-\5 7 

UNSUBS; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS OF 
ATTICA CORRZCnORAL FACILITY, 
atttca twratritr. ran nrv\ wv ♦ _ 


1 - 


1/10/73 

Mr. MacFarlane 


"CIVIL RIGHTS 




V 


Reurairtel dated 1/4/73. 

SuLSM information contained in reairtel. 



iJJMF :hfe / 
(4) //A- 


Felt- 

Baker- 

Bishop - 

Callahan - 

Cleveland_ 

Conrad- 

Dal bey _ 

Gebhardt- 

Jenkins_ 

Marshall- 


Miller, E.S_ 

Purvis- 

Soyars_ 

Walters- 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Kinley_ 

Mr. Armstrongs 

Ms. Herwig_ 

Mrs. Neenan_ 


MAILED 10 

JAN 101973 

rv*-FBJ 


5 8 JAN 16197J 


•5 ■> 


MAIL ROOM 



TELETYPE UNIT CZD 









~ i S 2 +C‘. ,•>» £..* -ti&'-t 



I 

) Y-'JP ) 

1 ’ 

1 

l ! 

' ^ I 


TD* 2 ®. (Rev. 1 - 7 - 72 ) %3m. 1 [ ^ 1 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

BUFFALO 
■&TLE OF CASE 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

BUFFALO 


DATE IN VESTIG ATI VE PERIOD 

12/26/7 2 12/jjfe 12/22/72 

REPORT MADE BY 4 


l .' UnsUbS, Correctional Officers, 
jfl Attica Correctional Facility, 



TYPED BY 


J 7 .- 


/ 


Tltlg marked "Ch anged" to reflect the additional 
alias of victin developed through 

investigat ion. -- 


REFERENCES: Report of S>1_ _1 12/13/72, 

Albany nitel to Bureau, 12/13/72. 

New York teletype to Bureau, 12/15/72. 
New York airtel to Bureau, 12/18/72. 
New York nitel to Bureau, 12/20/72. 
Buffalo nitel to Bureau, 12/20/72. 
Albany teletype to Bureau, 12/21/72. 
New York nitel to Buffalo, 12/22/72. 

- P - 


12/13/72, at BuffaloJ/W 
3/72. / / 



\ W * p 


ACCOMPLI SUMO'S 

CLAIMED 

[S NONE 

CON VI C. 

FUG. 

__ 

S«*IN S S 

RECO VERIES 


—4^ 



i 


CASE HAS BEEN: 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR QHyES [VjNO 
PENDING PROSECUTION { 

OVER SIX MON THS (ZD Y E s jfXi N 


APPROVED 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


COPIES MADBJ^ * ^ “-T- . 7 / I y—"** 

2 - Bureau (44-50605) (Enc. 1) ^ 0 

1 - USA, Buffalo * 

1 - Albany (44-737) (Info) (Enc, 1) «■«. 

1 - New York (44-2086) (Info) (Enc. 1) 

2 - Buffalo (44-592) q 3 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


Ip m '■ 





Dissemination Record of Attached Report 

Agency ) /<> Mm I 

Request Reed. . . A - j TO 

Date Fwd. TZ®£rt Sa iniii 
How Fwd. 

By 



fit.: a 
























LEADS 


* BUFFALO 


AT ATTICA, NEW YORK 


Will at Attica Correctional Facility (ACF), inter¬ 
view VICTOR LANGFORD concerning his knowledge of allied 
beating incurred by[ 


AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

Will maintain close contact with AUSA 
concerning developments in this matter. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

All persons interviewed in this investigation were 
advised that this investigation was being conducted at the 
specific request of Assistant Attorney General DAVID L. NORMAN 
Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice. 




14 " 

- {r -Vr 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy » 0 : 


1 - USA, Buffalo 


Report of: 

Date: 

Field Office File 
Title: 


Character: 


Synopsis: 


44-592 


Office: Buffalo, New York 
Bureau File #: 44—50605 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, 

Correctional Officers, 

Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica (Wyoming Countv). New York; 


CIVIL RIGHTS 

On 12/14/72, 49 photographs were taken at 
Attica Correctional Facility (ACF) depicting 


— nrrnrrpH_I_ 


1 

--1 inrprvipwpf 

L 

Results set forth herein. 

I 

____i-» . - 1 


lTTrervTEv? ana -]not located. On I2/JL8 and 

12/19/72, hearings J to determine quality and 
nature of evidence in this matter were held 
before U.S. Magistrate EDMUND F. MAXWELL, 
Buffalo, N. Y., adjourned thereafter until 
1/4/73. On 12/21/72, AUSA| 

WDNY, requested that former ACF inmate VICi'UK 
LANGFORD be interviewed as pot ential witp ess 
to allegation made by victimL 


as 


Copies of supporting affidavit included herein. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


- P - 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : \870 O - 406-840 









BU 44-592 




ENCLOSURE 


Enclosed for each receiving office is one e nvel ope_ 

marked obscene setting forth obscene language used by [_] 


during course of interview 


l 


la - 










BU 44-592 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 


b6 

b7C 


Oi* December 12, 1972, __| New York 

State Parole Officer, William Donovan State Office Building, 

Buffalo, New York, was contacted and advised that former _ 

Attica Correctional Facility (ACF) inmate | _ 1 


1 


stated that. 

walT'aceuaiiy on par'die ror cnry cnree weeKs when he was arrested 
by the Buffalo, New York Police Department and subsequently 
convicted of assault, third degree and sentenced to one year 
confinement in the Erie County Penitentiary where he is currently 
located. 


characterized 


According to 1 



On December 16, 1972,. Assistant United States 
JWestern District of New York, Buffalo, New York, was pro¬ 


vided with one copy each of 48 photographs depicting the area of 
Attica Correctional Facility (ACF) known as the West Gallery, 
third floor, Housing Building Z. 

On D ecember 18, 1972, Assistant United States Attorney 
~~ ’ was recontacted and advised that hearings were 


T T^m-rnr nn5 (fate before U. S. Magistrate EDMUND F. M AXWELL, 


Buffalo, New York, regarding the allegation of victimf 


On December 19, 1972, Assistant United States Attorney 
was contacted and advised similarly as on December 18, 


1 9 l2 t adding that these hearings have been adjourned until 
January 4, 1973, when they will commence again. 


JLB:dbl 
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_. On December 2 0, 1972 , Assistant United States Attorney | 

advise d that he no lon ger desired the interview of former t>6 
Attica inmate but requested that as promptly as b7 

possible he be Furnished_ wi tn tha current mailing addresSr-o-£-, 

former Attica inmatel[and former Attica inmatel I 


__J 

On December 20, 1972, 


iniiKii 


that] _______[Attica Inmate 

_ j was transferred to Great Meadow Correctional Facility, 

Comstock, New York, on May 1, 1972. 

By communication dated December 21, 1972 , the Albany 
Division of the Federal Bureau of Investigation advised that 

Jis currently confined at the Great Meadow Correc- 1 
tional Facility. 1 

This i nformation was provided to Assistant United States 
Attorneyf on December 21, 1972.| fat - this time 1 

requested the interview of former Attica Inmate VICTOR LANGFORD, 1 
Attica Inmate No. T-23447. who is a witness regarding the allega- 
tion of 

commented tnat tms interview aid not nave to oe compid cea uncn 
January 8, 1973. I n addition at this time, ! [ provided an 

affidavit regarding! lallegation, a copy of which follows: 
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On D ecember 22, 
ed and advised I 
still confined at ACF. 


1972. 


was recontact- 


_ On the same date, Assistant United States Attorney ■ 

.liia.s_.cjontacted and was provided with the address of former b6 | 
inmat q Jas follows: t>7c 



to contact 
Office of cne red 
negative results. 


_|was further advised that numerous attempts 

after he had failed to contact the New York 

r l Bureau o f Investigation, had all met with 
jstated that in view of this, no 


further attempts snouia be made to interview[ 

By communication dated December 18, 1972, the Albany 
Division furnished the following information: 

















- 6 - 


Concerning Inmate | _ | who 

refused to be interviewed by a Special Agent of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation on December 13, 1972, the following 
information is set forth: 


b6 

b7C 


1 


r 


He was received from Attica on May 1, 1972, 

Pudge MITCHELL D, S 


Supreme Court, New York Cityjf 


IHWETTZEK 



Concerning the above riot, he was observed with two 
objects, either clubs or sticks in his hand in connection with 
the riot. 


He is described as a Negro male born, 

~ 1 New York, 5'8%" tall, 154 pounds, bla nk- hair 


b6 

b7C 


I _I 7 — 4 - 7- I 7-- 

maroon eyes, religion Moslem, Social Security Account No. 


iNew York, relative 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 



"Jwas 


was contacted at the Erie Gounty PehlfenEIary. { 
advi sed of the Identities of the interviewing Agents a s we ll 
as the nature of the matter under investigation. I [then 

furnished the following information: 1 -- 


_Jr-g r ^i 7 

he was confined in 


ed r.har srait wrimp ninr 1 no- foimia t-\r 


•t 

1 * 1 / 4 , 


Ka^ajt Atxica, wew xorK 

^rmf-tnorl kir Hm taam. 


Also a 1 

location 


] Attica Cor: 
i this time 


•actioml EacHIty 


t 


a location and in the cell next to his, 

_ I further recalled an incident which 

occu rred du ring this time period advising that one afternoon 
whenl was returning from the yard area and coming down 

the Gallery towards his cell he stopped to speak to one of the 
inmates confined in another cell in the Gallery. This inmate 
was confined near the end of the Gallery close to the yard 

area and evidentlvl -picking up some material or 

Ibeli eves th is because of the 


ir the 
area and evidently , 
literature from hifflri 


conversation he overheard between 


if 


and the other inmate. 


effectl 


I 


Istatad ha than h. ard l~ 


wrrds to th*> 


3 


stated the next thl 
cell doors shaking, 
one of the officers 



] or the offleets at this time, anc 
rd is what sounded like one of the 
a ssumed from all of the above that 

I had hit 


uau pusnej 

one of the cell doors causing cne aoove noise, 
pointed out that during all of this he was laying on his bed 
in his cell with his head toward the bars of the front wall 
and that the above could have not taken more than two minutes. 


After hearing the above noises, began calling 

the officers obscene names and the officers in turn were 
using "racial slurs" at baking references to the fact 

that he was a Negro. - 


stated as the officers and 


came toward 


ceii. He could see them and four officers were forcing 
)ack into hi s cell by placing their hands on him. 
stated thafc-L_[ w as . no t. resisting t o a great exten t^. 


Interviewed on_ 2 / 14/22 

, csf - 

b, _r 


-Alden, New York 


.File # 


V JLBilmk 
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.Dote dictated 



b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


This document contains neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your ogency: 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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but on the other hand 
himself by saving that 
time did 

of the four attleers 


_uu_i i uui _ IL 


-‘pressed 


_| At no 

strike or attempt to strike at any 


could see[_ 


Also present at the tirae|___ _ 

were two Cory- 1 ** * — -- 1 rt£ i; i . p f the rank of Sergeant. One 

was Sergenat 

who had just taaae ,tna. ran# of 
Attica, New York 


an d th e other was a Sergeant 
UK or Sergeant] 

1 sain ted out C 


nsTC cneSe aOrgeanUfJ 


took no part in getting_| to his cell other than one of 

the Sergeants had a "seX 01 twisters 5 ' in his hand and several 
other sets in his pocket. This Sergeant told the r nffiters 
present he had the twisters if they needed them. 


r 


explained that a twister is a short piece of linked CTET 
which is designed to be wrapped around a person’s wrist and 
then twisted causing pain and thereby gaining control of that 
person. 


|_| stated he did not know the names of the four 

officers present but felt certain he could recognize than if 
he were to see them again. 


Afted 




was in his cell and the officers had 


ind_ 

left for only a short time the Sergeant! __1 

Attica, New York, came back and talked l To \ ! This con- 

versation was an argument as to what had exactly happened with 
the officers and it was ended by the Sergeant tellingI The 

intended to '’write it up." 


k l recalle d that when he came out of his s n 

_ t. he observed! _] who nccordingtol i 

f'—Ac this timd hss“5—Kho 

i.i - r._- 1 -I 


shower 
is 


t n 

or 


swollen place on his forehead. 


_ Iwas certa id had requested to see a 

nurse, howev er, non e saw ! r At approximately 8:00 PM 

that evenin g| \ asked tor a nurse to examine a tuberculosis 

test, which nacl ~ Pgen given earlier tof | An lunate nurse 

came td~~ _ Jcell, looked at him, and advis ed! i he 

knew nothing of this t est. This nurse also saw l E nd gave 

him aspirins. Sometime later a civilian nurse, who was a 
fairly new employee saw[ 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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furnish k s igngg 


ptated at this time he did not care to 
statement regarding his remarks. 


The following descriptive and background data was 
obtained through observation and interview: 


Name 

Race 


Sgx 

Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Incarceration 


Physical 

Characteristics 


Religion 


ew York 


Negro 


b'l" 


198 pounds 

Black 

Brown 

Left ACF May 19, 1972 and 
is currently inmate Erie 
County Penitentiary. 


Wears glasses for reading only. 

No obvious physical handicaps 
that_mi.ght Impair the ability 

of 1 _Lto observe and remember 

were noted during intervie w. 


i 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


10 - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote of !ronscription_ 


12/18/72 


interviewed at the Great Meadow Correctional Facility. He 
was told by the intervievwing Agent, who properly identified 
himself by exhibiting his FBI credentials, that he was being 
pintarsii ewed concerning an alleged altercation between l | 

| _ [an inmate at Attica, New York Correctional Facility 

and a couple of correctional officers on February 22, 1972. 

_ said at sometime between 1:10 and 1:30 p.m. 

on February 22, 1972, he was locked in his cell which was 
[ | at Attica. He heard a loud commotion in the gallery 

area a nd observed an alte rcation between] an 

inmate f |, who was out nt Ms cell and in the 

gallery area, and two correctional officers. The altercation 

< occurred in front ofl _, j 

.__ I The altercat]on o ccurred about 

six feet away from where } _,said he did 

not know how it began but he observed a correctional officer 
referred to as number one with his right arm rapped around 
| ppcck f^-ozn the rear. The officer's left arm was used 

to puTl back toward his cell. 

Mean while, correctional officer number two was 
hitting in the neck and chest area in a slapping and 

shoving motion rather than punching him with clenched fists. 
This officer struck about 3 or 4 times. 

-- During the struggle the officers were yelling to 

_| to get into his cell and were uttering remarks (obscene) 

to which[ responded with a remark (obscene). They said 

that he asked for it and appeared about to strlkel Haaaln 
when 


i 11lien said he would go pack to ms 

cell and he did so. The whole incident lastei no more than two 
minutes according tcf said tha t ther e we re 

rumors among the inmates to the effect that when] was 

going outside to the exercise yard one of the officers pushed 
him through the door.~ T I supposedly turned to ask the 

officer why he had been pushed, when he questioned the officer 

the officer told him he would not go. — 

--- -— -- -j BU Jf4-592 - 

12/13/72 Comstock,"Y. AL 4 4-737 


Comstock,’ N. Y. 


Date Dictated 


12/13/72 


This document contoins neither recomniendolions nor conclusions of the fBI. !l is^’fhe^propeVfy oT I b e is .loaned to vour agency; 

il and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency 
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Proceduralv, according tq \ before going 

to the yard, inmates have to walk with their arms folded in 
front. So shortly before this inc ident inma tes were stripped 
searched. However an order had come down from Superintendent 
MANCUSI advising that strip searches were no longer necessary 
unless inmates-were..seeing an outside visitor. It was common 
knowledge thaj_j was antagonistic to strip searches. 

l^id he preferred to confine his statement 
to an oral, rather than a written one. ; 

i 

No obvious physical handicaps that might impair the 
ability of| fo observe and remember were noted during 

this interview. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription_! 


12/16/72 


On December 14, 1972, Special Agent] 
took 49 phot ographs of an area known as-the-BSSE~GaZIe?y, 
third Floar, Housing Builarngdi (SEBZ), Attica Correctional 
Facility (ACF). A log regarding these photographs was 
maintained. The first roll of film is designated as one (1) 
and the sec ond roll of film is designated as two (2), Below 
is a description of each photograph as well as certain other 
data obtained by Agents during the photographing process; 




View of Third Floor f HBZ, 
West Gallery, known as CW3, 
outside Galle r y door looking 
toward yard area with door 
opened• 


View of CW3 outside Gallery 
door looldn g toward yard area 
with door opened. 


View of GW3 outside Gallery 
door looking toward yard area 
with door closed. 


View of CW3 outside Gallery 
door looking toward yard an 
with door closed. 


Same view as in ] 
one through four 
just inside Gallery door. 


Same view as in above photo¬ 
graphs except taken standing 
in front of Cell fttonber 9. 


Interviewed on. 


12/14/72 


Attica. New Yoi 



Dote dictated 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency, 
it orrd its contents ore not to be distributed outside your ogenCy. 
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Photograph Numbe r 
1-7 


i-S 


1-9 


1-10 


1-11 


1-12 


1-13 

1-14 


Description of Photograph 

Viev/ of Gallery from inside 
Cell Humber 9 looking toward 
yard area (It is noted that the 
naked eye can observe an area 
from this position approximately 
24 feet away or to a point just 
between Cells 12 and 13). 

View of Gallery from inside 
Cell Humber 9 looking toward 
yard area. 

View of West Gallery taken from 
in front of Cell Number 11 
looking toward yard area. 

View of Cell Humber 11 taken 
from Gallery with cell door 
closed. 

Same view as Photograph 10 
with cell door opened. 

View of Cell Number 12 taken 
from Gallery with door closed. 

Same view as photograph 12 
with cell door opened. 

View of Gallery from inside Cell 
Humber 12 looking toward Gallery 
door (It is noted that the naked 
eye can see approximately 74 feet 
in this direction from this 
position). 


1-15 


View of Gallery from inside Cell 
Humber 12 looking toward Gallery 
door. 
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Photograph Number Description of Photograph 

•Js 

1*16 View taken from inside Cell 

Number 12 looking straight 
* out into Gallery. 

1*17 View of Gallery from inside 

Cell Number 12 looking toward 
yard area. 

1*18 Not Printed. 


1-19 


1-20 


i-21 


1-22 


View of Gallery taken from 
in front of Cell Number 14 
looking toward yard area. 

View from inside Celi Number 
14 of Gallery looking toward 
Gallery door (It is noted that 
the naked eye from inside Cell 
Number 14 if looking toward 
Gallery door can see the outside 
wall of the Gallery to approxi¬ 
mately a point in front of Cell 
Number 4). 

View from inside Cell Number 
14 of Gallery looking toward 
Gallery door. 

View of Gallery area from 
inside Cell Number 14. 


1-23 View of Gallery from inside 

Cell Number 14 looking towara 
yard area. 

1-24 View of Gallery from, inside 

Cell Number 14 looking toward 
yard area. 

1-25 View of Gallery taken from 

inside Cell Number 15 looking 
toward Gallery door. 


15 
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P hotograph Number Description of Photograph 

1-26 View of Gallery taken from 

inside Cell Number 15 looking 
toward Gallery door. 

1-2? View of Gallery from inside 

Cell Number 15. 


1-28 


1-29 


1-30 


1-31 


1-32 


1-33 


1-34 


1-35 


View of Gallery looking 
toward yard area taken from 
inside Cell Number 15. 

View of Gallery looking 
toward yard area taken from 
inside Cell Number 15. 

View of Gallery area taken from 
in front of Cell Number 18 
looking toward Gallery area in 
front of yard doors. 

View of Gallery taken from 
inside Cell Number 18 and 
looking toward Gallery door. 

View of Gallery taken from 
inside Cell Number 18 and 
looking toward Gallery door. 

View of Gallery looking 
straight out Cell Nianber 18 
taken from inside Cell Number 18. 

View of Gallery taken from 
inside Cell Number 18 and 
looking toward yard area. 

View of Gallery taken from 
inside Cell Number 18 and 
looking toward yard area. 


16 - 
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Photograph Number 


1-36 


2-1 


2-2 


2-3 


2-4 


2-5 


2-6 


2-7 


2-8 


Description of Photograph 

A 

View of Gallery area taken 
from inside Cell Number 19 
looking toward Gallery door. 

View of Gallery area taken 
from inside Cell Number 19 
looking toward Gallery door. 

View of Gallery taken from 
inside Cell Number 19 looking 
straight out at Gallery. 

View of Gallery taken from 
inside Cell Number 19 looking 
toward yard area. 

View of Gallery taken from 
inside Cell Number 19 looking 
toward yard area. 

View of Gallery area just 
inside iron grid (bar door) 
leading to yard area (door 
known as “safety vest). 

View of Gallery area just 
inside iron grid (bar door) 
leading to yard area. 

View of Gallery area looking 
toward Gallery door with 
corridor door opened and taken 
from the Gallery area near yard 

door. 

View of Gallery area looking 
toward Gallery door with 
corridor door opened and taken 
from the Gallery area near yard 
door. 


- 17 
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Photograph Number Description of Photograp h 

2-9 View of Gallery area near 

yard doors taken from just 
outside corridor door with 
corridor door opened. 

2-10 View of Gallery area looking 

toward Gallery door and taken 
from a point midway between 
Cell lumbers 1 and 2. 

2-11 View of area where sink, showers 

and storage located taken from 
Gallery area just outside Gallery 
door. 

2-12 View of control room taken from 

vestibule area. 

2-13 View of Gallery area just outside 

West Gallery taken from vestibule 
area. 


- 18* - 



























HAf^T£>i} ce is made to the report of SAl _ 
dated 12/&/72 at Buffalo, New Yorlc, 


captioned "UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional Offi¬ 
cers, Attica Correctional Fa cility, Attica. 
(Wyom ing County ). New York: \ _ I 


'CIVIirHIGHTS" - 


Page 11, Paragraph 4 
Line 2 


Line 3 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 


! 



* 

Date: 1/12/73 


Transmit the following in 

„ AIRTEL 

Via -- 


(Type in plaintext or cpde) 


(Priority) 



r 



--—i_ 

TO: ACTING- DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 

FROM: SAC', NEW YORK (44-2086) (RUG) 

SUBJECT: UNSUBS; 

Correctional Officers of 
Attltfa Correctional Facility, 

Attica^Vvoming; County), New York; 


CIVIL RIGHTS 
(00:BUFFALO) 

ReNYairtel and LHM to Bureau, 1/4/73; Buairtel to 
New York, 1/10/73. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are three (3) copies of an LHM, 
which are self-explanatory. Enclosed for Buffalo are two (2) 
copies of such LHM. 


No further investigation by New York Division, unless 
contrary heard from Bureau or-the Buffalo Division. 




i i * i 

’SI- 


- Bureau (Ends. 3)*- OT1AO 

- New York ol-lUo - 

2 - Buffalo (Ends. 2)/?££. -jq ^ tSOtbQ") 


m 


RJC:laa 

( 6 ) )C.aaA^ 



3 JAN 151973 



TWTeM3 

_M Per-. 

*U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574 













In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNIT 


^STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York* New York 
January 12, 1973 


E 


Unknown Subjects; 

Correctional Officers of 
Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica, (Wyoming County). New York 


r 


_Qn. 


PM 

Jn 


of January 2, 1973J 


New York City Legal ATTT SOUiety, PontAct6d 


the New York Office of the Federal Bu reau of Investigat ion 
(FBI) and advised that he represented ! - : _ 


whether the FBI still wished to interview]_|and what they 

wished to interview him about. The FBI advised him that 
they still wished to interview! _land what they wished to 


interview him about, 
recontact the FBI on January 3, 1973. 


advised that he would 


On January 3, 1973, 


C 


knew nothing about the incident of February 22, 1972, did 
not wish to be interviewed and did not wish to testify. 

Tarivi -s.pd that if the United States Attorney later 
TUancrtnSTl I testimony was necessary, then contact 

him and he would recontact his client. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It is the property of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 


1* 

¥ ¥ dS— 1 ^' 
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^FEDERAL%UREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 


BUFFALO 
TITLE OF CASE 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


BUFFALO 


1/16/73 


REPORT MADE BY 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

1/2 - 15/73 


UNSUBS, Correctional Officers, 
Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica (Wyoming County), 


TYPED BY 


:cap 


[CHARACTER OF CASE 



REFERENCES: 


Report of SAJ_dated 

12/26/72, at Buffalo. 

New York airtel to Buffalo, 1/4/73. 
Buffalo airtel to New York, 1/15/73. 


- P - 


CONVIC. FUG. 


APPROVED 


COPIES MADE; 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED rjn NONE Ar0lllT I I 

-- T --|AC*|UIT- CASE HAS BEEN: 

FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES I TALS I V 

j PENDING OVER ONE YEAR d] Y ES I Nt 

PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS dH^ES | |NO 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


<D- Bureau (44-50605) 

1 - USA, Buffalo 

1 - New York (44-2086) (info) 

2 - Buffalo (44-592) 
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REG- 


092) 


ts JAN ^1973 
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Request Reed. 
Date Fwd. 





How Fwd. 





















BU 44-592 





LEADS 


BUFFALO 


AT ATTICA, NEW YORK 


(1) Will take photographs of the second and 
third floors of Housing Building Z, Att-.i r.a Cnrrar. ti ona 1 
Facility (ACF) as requested by AUSA|_|WDNY. 


(2) Will attempt to interview the follovLait 



(l) Will prepare charts depicting the second 
and |ih ixd-£lnQxa-n£-llQu^ing Building Z, ACF, as requested by 


AUSA 


(2) Will maintain close contact with AUSA 
regarding developments in this matter. 



b7C 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

All persons interviewed in this investigation were 
advised that this investigation was being conducted at the 
specific request of Assistant Attorney General DAVID L. NORMAN, 
Civil Rights Division, U. S. Department of Justice. 
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■v An information copy of this report is being 
furnished New York in view of prior investigation con' 
ducted by that Division and contained in this report. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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1 - USA, Buffalo 


Office: Buffalo, N. Y. 

"1715773- 

44-592 Bureau File #: 44—50605 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica (Wyoming County), 

New York;_ 


CIVIL RIGHTS 


AUSA [ 


~\ WDNY, Buffalo requested 
.gation concerning allegation made by 
vi y-tirol l and furnished copy 

of| [affidavit which is set forth. 


Atcxca lnmace VICTOR LANGFORD, who is assigned 
as elevator operator, hospital, Attica 
Correctional Facility (ACF) interviewed and 
does n ot re call .a ll eged incident involving 

victim]_ \ P hotographs of hospital 

elevator, ACF tatcen. Hearings before U. S. 
Magistrate EDMUND F. MAXWELL, WDNY regarding 
allegation of victinj ] to commence 


1/24/73. 


b 

b 


“ P 
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By communication dated January 4, 1973, the New 
York Division of the FBI furnished the following infor¬ 
mation: 


the New York Off 
sented 

still wantecT to 
view him about, 
desired to inter 
was explained to 


of January 2, 1973, 


ftew York City Legal i 

\id Society, contact 


to interview 
t. The EBI 


J a 

idvised 


desired to know if the FBI 
and_iszhat_.th.ey wanted to inter 

d|_Jthat they still 

he natur e of the interview 


On January 3, 1973,|_ I 

knew nothing about the incident of February 22, 1972, did 
pot wish t o be interviewed and did not wish to testify. 

\ [ad vised that if the U. S. Attorney later found 

tnatj (testimony was necessary, then contact him and 

he wouici recontact his client. 

_ On J anuary 8. 19 73, Assistant U. S. Attorney 

(AUSA)l _ Wes tern District of New York 

(WDNY), Buffalo, New York, was contacted and requested that 
several photographs of the elevator in the hospital building 
at Attica Correctional Facility (ACF), Attica, New York 
be taken and provided to him. 

_ On J anuary 9, 1973, 

1 New York State StcOrn'gy G£n£rai S UErlce, 
was contacted at the ACF, Attica, New York and advised that 
photographs of the devator in the hospital could be taken 
by Agent on January 15, 1973. 

On January 9, 19 73 ,AUSA[" was recon¬ 

tacted and provided with the results nr THE lllLSrview of 
ACF inmate VICTOR LANGFORD. 


On January 12, 1973 , AUSA [_]was recontacted 

and stated that hearings will commence on January 24, 1973 

before U. S. Magistrate EDMUND F 0 MAXWELL, WDNY. Buffalo. _ 

New York regarding the allegations of victimj 
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AUS^ stated that he desired a chart to be 
made regarding tne tloor plan of the third floor, Housing 
Bui lding Z. ACF and the second floor of the same building. 


AU9 


also requested various photographs of the same 


two LToors as above. In addition, AUSAj 
the interview of the .following ACF 
allegation of victim 


Jrequested 
yees regarding 



AUSA| 

GONZALEZ's affldaviU 
follows: 


|then provided one copy of victim 
'regarding his allegation, which is as 


- 3 - 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OP NSW YORK 


INMATES OF THE ATTICA CORRECTIONAL 
FACILITY, et al., 

Plaintiffs, 

- against - 

NELSON ROCKEFELLER, Governor, State 
of New York, et al,, 

Defendants,• 


C.’vi* Wo * 

V. 

AFFIDAVIT 


STATE OF NEW YORK ) ss. s 
COUNTY CP WYOMING ) 


being duly sworn, says and deposes that 


1, I an caking this affidavit in behalf Of the issuance 
of an Order to show Cause to hold various persons in contempt for 
a brutal beating inflicted upon me and for the acts of harassment 
from reading and arbitrarily censoring end confiscating my legal 
files. 

2, That I currently an Incarcerated at Attica Prison, 
Attica, New York, where I am 


3. On cr about 10:30 a.m. on February 17, 1972, 'when 

I was being taken to the first floor of the reception building to 

see my lawyer, I was escorted there by a Correction Officer v.’hose 

> 

and another officer tfhose name I 


first name I know aa 


do not know, but who I could identify by sight. Both of these 
Officers examined all of the legal file containing all my papers 
both those written by ny lawyer and those written by me to my 
lawyer. Nothing was confiscated in that search which I believe 
violated the confldentality of my relationship with my lawyer, 
further b»i Hve ;’-that such a search constituted an act of 
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[.larassment against myself and also against all others who are 
kept In H.3.Z. since, upon information and belief, I understand 
that persons in the general population are not subjected to such 
search, censorship and possible confiscation of their legal files. 

4. On or about 12:30 in the afternoon of the same day, 

I'returned from the interview room where I had been with my lawyer. 

5. On the third floor of the reception building, where 

I am searched before I can return to my cell, I was approached 
by Officer) [who proceeded to look th rough my legal papers in 

since I had earlier 


r ; y legal file. I know this Officer to be 


[in the day on the 17 th of February asked him what his name was 
hen he came,' for the first tim'e to H.B.Z. and proceeded to make 
[identifications of me and of others. I additionally was familiar 
jlth him since it was he who had placed an "X" on my back out in 
the yard on September 13th, 19?1. 

I I 

6 . As he looked through my papers, Officer 
}ind retained various of my papers. I askedj 


seized 


what he vras doing 
and additionally informed him that I had had those papers with me 
or the last two days and that I had been searched and permitted 
o keep those papers. 

7 . I then asked to see an officer in charge of the 
egregatlon area. 3y that time. Lieutenant 


hnd other persons whose names I do 


pot know by whom I could identify by sight, had arrived in the 
• rea which is adjacent to the Soutl?> side of H.3.Z. Upon information 
aid belief, it is my understanding that several persons whose cells 
ire on this side of H.B.Z. heard and observed the events that 
then occurred. Among those who heard all that transpired, were 


8 . Officer 


[then moved behind me and struck me on the 
• 1 
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( 


‘left side of my head. I was then attacked by several of the 
officers who grabber me by the .throat, threw me down to the floor, 
|and proceeded to kick me in the head, chest and testicles. A 
stick was then jammed voider my arm and my arm was completely 
twisted around. I was left on the floor. 

9. I was told that I had to have a picture taken of me. 


fcieutenant 


I asserted my constitutional right not to 


have a picture taken. The officers then grabbed my arms and head 
and held me on the floor and thereafter pulled me up and a 
picture was taken against my will. I then was chained with my 
■.mists held outwards. 

10. I was told to return to my cell on the third floor of 
H.3.Z. I said that I was not going until my right to my legal 
material had been determined by. persons in charge of the Prison, 
The Officers then said something to the effect O J, ** •:e him to 
his cell". As I stood there, I was grabbed in several parts of 
my body by a few officers who proceeded to drag me away from my 
cell and towards the second floor. 

11. These officers started to punch me from behind. I 
[recall that someone- said "Don't touch him on his face!". 

12. I then was brought onto the second floor of H.3.Z. 
y those officers. .Upon information and belief 


observed and over¬ 


hear* the subsequent events. I was then dragged down the floor, 
pulled by the manacles which were on my wrists and kicked as 
those officers threw me into a cell. 

13 . I presently have lost much of the sensation in my 
wrist (right hand) since my right wrist was violently twisted and 
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.anacled. I also have an abrasion on the left side of my face 
;hat is approximately four (4) inches ldng. Additionally, I have 
i number of bruises all over my body, including my arms, my neck 
>.nd wy back; I am experiencing pain, 

rWHEREFORE, deponent asks that an order issue directing a 
iltaticn of contempt be entered against the employees of the 
Department of Corrections who committed acts of physical bruitality 
nd harassment against me, and that an order issue for a hearing 
.’here 1 can present in detail both testimony and my witnesses to 
hese events and further identify, in court, all correction 
)ffleers responsible for these events, and for such other and 
'urther relief as the Court nay deen proper. 


[iv-orn to before me this 
2<9 day of February, 19?2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO 




■J 


•V 


n , 1/15/73 

Dale of frOnscriplion_ 


VICTOR GEORGE LANGFORD, inmate, Attica Correctional 
Facility, was contacted and was advised of the identities of 
the interviewing Agents as well as the fact that investigation 
was being conducted regarding possib le brutality by an Attica 

Correctional officer against inmate, [_ [ on January 27, 

1972. LANGFORD was advised that the purpose of this contact 
was to obtain any information he had regarding this incident. 
LANGFORD stated that ha has been in prison for the past 12 
years after his conviction of murder, second degree and sen¬ 
tencing of a minimum of 30 years confinement and maximum of 
natural life confinement. LANGFORD then furnished the follow¬ 
ing informationt 



b7C 


LANGFORD is a permanent patient of the prison hospi¬ 
tal due to a cancer condition and is employed there as the 
elevator operator. 


During January, 1972, the Me Kay Commission was at 
the prison and was interviewing various inmates regarding the 
riot at the prison during September, 1971. Some of the inmates 


being interviewed were rnnfined on the third floor of the hos¬ 
pital as - LANGFORD is certain he could not 

recognizej nor could he recognize the correctional 

officer allegedly involved in the above incident. 


LANGFORD recalled that sometime in the morning on a 
day in January, 1972, he was approached on the first floor of 
the hospital by a correctional officer, who asked him if he 
had just seen a correctional officer hit an inmate on the 
elevator. During this contact, LANGFORD was at the elevator 
and had been operating it all that morning. LANGFORD is cer¬ 
tain that he was not relieved by anyone on that morning and 
therefore assumes that if any incident had occurred on the 
elevator, he would know about it. LANGFORD commented that he 
works, beginning at 8:00 A. M. and ending at 12 j 00 noon every 
day of the week and resumes work at liOO P. M. through 4:00 
P, M. every day except Sunday and Sturday. 

LANGFORD replied to the above officer that he had 
seen no incident an* the •fficer then told him that an inmate 
was alleging that he had been hit by an officer on the elevator 


■ t 


b6 | 
. b7C 


tnterv 


iewed on 1/9/73 



ot Attica. New York 


File 


uLI hph 


.Dole dicloled_ 
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just a few minutes ago. LANGFORD stated that after this officer 
left, a correctional officer of the rank of Sergeant approached 
him and questioned him in the same manner, and he replied to 
this Sergeant in the same way that he had replied to the first 
officer. 


LANGFORD was again questioned regarding the possibil¬ 
ity that he could have been absent from the elevator,for a few 
minutes when this incident could have occurred, LANGFORD stated 
that he was still certain that on that day, he had not left 
the elevator for any reason between 8t00 A. M, and 12j00 noon 
and further was certain that while the Me Kay Commission was 
at Attica, he took no breaks for any reason during his hours 
of work as stated above. 


LANGFORD advised that he did not wish to furnish a 
signed statement regarding his remarks but that he would be 
willing to testify in United States District Court regarding 
these remarks. 

The following descriptive and background data was 


taken through observation and 

Name 

Sex 

Race 

Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Physical 

Characteristics 


interviewi 

VICTOR GEORGE LANGFORD 

Male 

White 

April 7, 1897 
Kintburg, England 
5'2" 

132 

White/gray 
Hazel 

No obvious physical handicaps 
that might impair the ability 
of LANGFORD to observe and 
remember, were noted during 
interview 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dale of transcription. 


1/15/73 


On January 15, 1973, Special Agent|_ 
took nine photographs depicting the elevator in th e hospital 


at Attica Correctional Facility (ACF), Attica, New York 
and the areas on the first and third floors immediately 


outside the elevator, 
each photograph taken; 

Photograph No. 

1 


The following 


8 


is a description of 


Description 

Elevator on first floor, looking 
inside, both doors open 

Elevator on first floor, looking 
inside, both doors open 

Photograph underexposed as 
flashbulb did not operate 

Elevator on first floor, looking 
inside, grid door closed, 
solid door open 

Elevator on first floor, looking 
inside, both doors closed 

Elevator on third floor, inside 
elevator, looking out, both 
doors open. 

Elevator on third floor, looking 
inside, both doors open 

Elevator on third floor, looking 
inside, grid door closed 

Elevator on first floor, inside 
elevator looking out, both doors 
open 
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Date: 

1/1 

Transmit t h p fnllnivinn in 




AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or 

AIR MAIL 

code) 


TO: 

FROM: 


(Priority) 


ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 
SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 


UNSUBS, 

Correctional Officers, 

Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica (Wyoming County), 



(00: Buffalo) 


Re report of SA 
at Buffalo, Buffalo telcai 
1/18/73. 


dated 1/16/73 
llexandria, 


Enclosed for the Bureau are four (4) copies 
of a self-explanatory LHM. 

One cony of this LHM has been forwarded to the 
USA, Buffalo. 


Alexandria in -v 
in this matter. 


One information copy is ^furnished to 

ia in view of their invastMotive* interest 


% 




\p %'& 

rs.i 4) (h'y 


,2 - Bureau (Enos.’ 4) (AM) 

1 - Alexandria. (Enc. l) (info) (All) 

2 - Buffal^ryy) ■ 


XL ‘Blm 



epjh. - 

ol t\ * » i ry r Knr.ir. 


(Hi 


. M Per 












I 

I 


4 






BU 44-592 

LEAD 


BUFFALO 

AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

_ Will maintain close contact with AUSAi _ _ 

regarding this matter and upon receipt of request 
tor .investigation will expeditiously conduct same, 
appropriately reporting results to Bureau.' - 
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In Reply, Plcmse Rcjcr to 
File No. 



STATES 


DEPARTMENT OF tTJSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Buffalo, New York 
J anuary 19, 1973 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS,- 
Correctional Officers, 

Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica (Wyoming County), 

Nat.? York 



CIVIL RIGHTS 


i 


Reference is made to report dated January 16, 
1973 at Buffalo, captioned as above. As indicated in 
thi s-rennut—Aesi s.tant United States Attorney (AUSA) 

Western District of New York (WDNY), 
uutraio, wew Y-or tc, on January 12, 1973 requested, inventy 


gation with regard to allegations made by victim. 

1 on January 18, 1973 requested tnat 
tms investigation be held in abeyance until he could 
obtain approval from JOHN STENGER. Attorney representing 
Attica Correctional Facility (ACF) employees, to have 


this investigation conducted. 
STENGER desired a request in pn: 
in the process of preparing. 


[stated 
he is 


that Mr. 
currently 


advised that he 
would notify the FBI when he wanted tins investigation 
conducted. 


i 


With regard to the hearings in captioned matter 
before United—£iia±:.ci£i_.Magistrate EDMUND F. MAXWELL, Buffalo, 
New York,|_poted that hearings regarding the 


V /' 5 


Ob6 5 


IW 











UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, 

Correctional Officers, 

Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica (Wyoming County), 

New York;_ 



allegations of victim had ended on January 8, 

1973 and that hearings would commeniin_:r££.ardin£ victim 

_]m January 24, 19/3. _ further 

noted that he did not anticipate hearings regarding the 
allegations of all five victims in this matter to end prior 
to April 1, 1973. 

In add-i ti on, _ _ _ _ painted out that he was 

approach5.ng each one of the victim’s complaints individually 
and, therefore, would not know what investigation will be 
,3=ja£m.ix£ud_jm±il he actually starts to prepare for the hearing. 

[dded that United States Magistrate MAXWELL had 
indicated Co him that no decision would be made in any of 
the five separate hearings until testimony in all five cases 
had been heard and that insure objective testimony 

in remaining hearings. noted that a premature release 

of a decision in the first matter might have an adverse effect 
on testimony by ACF inmates, correctional officers or other 
witnesses. 

On January 18, 1973, _ requested that 

pending investigation continue to be held in abeyance, but 
that immediate steps be taken to determine the current 
residence address of former A CF superint endent VINCENT R. 

MANCUSI, who is now retired. (requested that 

inquiries in this regard not oe made with any New York 
State officials. 


On January 18, 1973] 
Credit Bureau of Batavia. Batavia. 


advised that 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, 

Correctional Officers, 

Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica (Wyoming County), 


KUF. 



CIVIL RIGHTS 


VINCENT R. MANCUSI currently resides at 6224 Cumberland 
Avenue, Springfield, Virginia. On the same date a review 
-of the current telephone directory for Springfield, 
Virginia discloses a listing for VINCENT R. MANCUSI, 

6224 Cumberland Avenue. 


On January 18, 1973, 
the results of investigation t 


v?as advised of 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 
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L 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
mav'a st: edition 
GSa GfW REO. f!o. 27 

UNITED STATES 




ERNMENT 


Memorandum 


Mr. E. S. Miller 


1 

1 

1 


H. A. Boynton, Jr 

c 

DISTURBANCE AT JVTTIQA 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 
A 'fT ICA, N E W YORK, 9/9-13/71 
INQUIRY BY VICE PRESIDENT 



I 

Mr. R. E. Gebhardt 
Mr. J. D. Purvis 
Mr. E. S. Miller 
DATE: 1/2/73 

Mr. T. J. Smith 
Foreign Liaison _ 



Callahan . 


Cleveland . 

Conrad _ 

Dal bey _ 



Gebhardt_ 

Jenkins_ 

Marshall _ 

WCT, E.S. 1 
T.irvhr U 

Soyars - 

Walters_ 


Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Kinley_ 

Mr. Armstrong 

Ms. Herwig_ 

Mrs. Neenan _ 


This is to recommend dissemination to the Vice 
President of FBI Identification records concerning 36 
individuals who have been arraigned in regard to indictment 
growing out of the Attica prison riots. 


On 12/20/72 Lt. Colonel Paul Slack of the _ 

Vice President’s Office advised Supervisor! 
the Vice President had personall y requestea ~fKaT"KIs 
office secure from the FBI criminal backgrou nds of the 
individuals who have been indicted in connection with the 
Attica riots. Colonel Slack advised that the Vice President 
has been personally concerned over the press coverage of 
these disturbances particularly in citing the criminal 
records of only those individuals who were in prison on 
relatively minor charges. The press has not reported the 
much more serious criminal histories of other persons 
indicted. 



It was explained to Colonel Slack that the Bureau 
was not investigating the disturbances and, therefore, 
did not have the identities of these individuals and it 


would be difficult to approach State authorities requesting 
their identities without disclosing the White House interest. 
This is further complicated by the Bureau's position regarding 
allegations of violation of the prisoner^ civil rights by 
correctional authorities. Colonel Slack explored the 
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CONTINUED - OVER 
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Memorandum to Mr. E. S. Miller 

EE: DISTURBANCE AT ATTICA CORRECTIONAL 

FACILITY, ATTICA, NEW YORK, 9/9-13/71 
INQUIRY BY VICE PRESIDENT 


possibility of the Vice President's Office securing the 
identities through the Office of Governor Rockefeller, 
but the Vice President's Office found itself in an equally 
delicate position. 

Through a discreet source, our Buffalo Office was 
able to determine the names, date and place of birth of the 
36 individuals so far arraigned. When all of the sealed 
indictments are returned, there will be a total of 52 persons 
arraigned. Positive identification such as FBI or other 
arrest numbers are not available tri> the FBI without open 
inquiry. Based on the limited data obtained by our Buffalo 
Office, the Identification Division has located 36 criminal 
records which possibly refer to the individuals involved. 
These records ao sfiow a number of serious charges including 
murder, armed rob bery and manslaughter. 

Without fingerprints or positive identification 
numbers, these records cannot be said to be identical in 
every case with the prisoner’s arraigned. 

ACTION: 


If approved, Colonel Slack will be furnished the 
36 FBI Identification records with the clear explanation 
that these records are only possibly identical with the 
prisoners involved and that positive identifications cannot 
be made except as stated abqve 


(Y™ 
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12:5 9 PM URGENT 1-4-73 ND$ 

TO ACTING DIRECTOR^^^ 


fEDERAl O'" INVESTIGATION i ■; ~ 

COMi^N3C/ : ;jTit)NS;SECBQ® 

s a [\U*/| 197 3 . >' k H?.S] 
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attention^Identification division- and did 

HBfSlO (15 7-17 11) CP) 3P 


j/4, 


FeitSu__ 

Mr. Baker 
Mr. Callahan. 
Mr. Cleveland 
Mr. Conrad _ 
Mr. Dalbey _ 
Mr. Gebhaidt 

Mr. Jerkins _ 

Mr. Marshall - 
Mr. Miller^Ei* 
Mr. Purvi(^2e 

Mr. SoyaTS _ 

Mr. Walters _ 

Tele. Hoorn — 

Mr. Kinley _ 

Mr. Armstrong 

Ms. fieranc _ 

Mrs. Aieena 



INDICTIMENTS FOR ALLEGED CRIMES GROWING OUT OF DISTURBANCE AT ATTICA 


_m.RFFC TTnilAl F ACTI TT Y f ATTICA, NEW YORK, 9/9 - 13/71, CIVIL UNREST. 



/ j REMYTEL, 12/22/72. 

' INDICTMENTS RETURNED BY THE SPECIAL WYOMING COUNTY, NY, GRAND 
JURY INVESTIGATING THE ATTICA PRISON RIOT OF 9/9-13/71, HAVE BEEN 
OPENED UPON ADDITIONAL ARRAIGNMENTS BEFORE SUPREME COURT JUSTICE 

carman f. ball at Warsaw, ny. on 1 / 4 / 73 , information was received 

FROM A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE IN A POSITION TO KNOW THAT THE NAMES OF 
60 DEFENDANTS ARE NOW KNOWN, OF WHICH THE WHEREABOUTS OF SEVERAL 
REMAIN UNKNOWN. THIS SOURCE FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS^ 



ALONG WITH THEIR BIRTH DATE AND PLACE 


1ED THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUAL 

R EG-91 HH- S’ # & - [ 1 

:E Of BIRTH AS THOSE ADDITIO 



NALL.Y 


NAMED BEYONl/THE ORIGINAL 36 NAMES PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED 












CONTEMPLATED IN REGARD TO THIS MATTER DUE TO THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE 
INVOLVED. 




VI v b 





END PAGE TWO 









PAGE THREE 


BU 157-171 1 

BUFFALO WILL CONTINUE TO REVIEW OFFICE INDICES AND WILL FURNISH 
PERTINENT CRIMINAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION NOTED ON ALL OF THE 
INDIVIDUALS NAMED, FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU. 

THE FBI IDENTIFICATION DIVISION IS REQUESTED TO CAUSE A NAME 
SEARCH TO BE MADE OF THESE ADDITIONAL 24 NAMES MENTIONED IN THIS 
COMMUNICATION, NOTING EACH PERSON WAS incarcerated AT THE ATTICA 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, ATTICA, NY, IN 9/71, AND FURNISH COPIES OF 
THE IDENTIFICATION RECORDS FOR THESE PERSONS TO THE DOMESTIC 
INTELLIGENCE DIVISION IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE SPECIAL REQUEST 
RECEIVED BY THE BUREAU REGARDING PRIOR CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES OF 
THESE PERSONS. 

P. 

END. 
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NROf^BU PLAIN 


T02 *PW JTCTEL T2-2 2^72 TWC 


DIRECTOR (ATTN IDENT. DIV.) (ATTN DID) 
FROM BUFFALO (157-17 11) 7P 


ty 


Mr. Felt__ 

Mr. Baker _ 

Mr. Callahan . 
Mi, Cleveland 

Mr. Conrad _ 

Mr. Dalbev _ 

Mr. Gebhardt _ 

Mr. Jenkins _ 

My hrf irdhall _ 

Mi.Wsmft, e.s.; 

Itr.'VirrviR** ^" 

Mr. Soyars _ 

Mr. Walters _ 

Tale. Room _ 

Mr. Kinley _ 

Mr. Armstrong . 

Ms. fia.Tvnc _ 

Mrs. JleenaiL _ 


INDICTMENTS FOR ALLEGED CRIMES GROWING OUT OF DISTURBANCE 

AT A^ICA C0RREQI 1HMA1_ FACILTTY. ATTTCA.^JIY^ 9/9 - 13/71, 

CIVIL UNREST, BUDED 12/2G/72 




REBUTEL TO BUFFALO, 12/2 0/72. 

A SPECIAL WYOMING COUNTY, NY, GRAND JURY INVESTIGATING THE 
ATTICA PRISON RIOT OF 9/9-13/71, RETURNED 37 SEALED 
INDICTMENTS ON 12/15/72. SINCE 12/ 1S/72, NAMED 

IN THE INDICTMENTS ARE BEING BROUGHT BEFORE STATE 

SUPREME COURT JUSTICE CARMAN F. BALL AT THE WYOMING COUNTY ^ 

5 JAN 241973 

COURT HOUSE, WARSAW, NY, AT WHICH TIME INDICTMENTS REGARDING 
THESE INDIVIDUALS ARE OPEN. 

information has been received from a confidential source a 

POSITION TO KNOW, THAT THERE WILL BE 52 DE EE ND A N T S r A, S, A RE 


37 SEALED INDICTMENTS TN THIS MATTER. 
END PAGE ONE , / V 
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TO DATE, ACCORDING TO THE CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE 3 6 
k SUBJECTS HAVE APPEARED IN THE WYOMING COUNTY COURT HOUSE 
IN REGARD TO THESE INDICTMENTS. ADDITIONAL INDIVIDUALS 

\ 

WILL SUBSEQUENTLY BE APPEARING. 

ACCORDING TO THE SOURCE, THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS 
ALONG WITH THEIR BIRTH DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH ARE THOSE WHO 
J HAVE BEEN BROUGHT INTO COURT AS A RESULT OF THESE SEALED . 

1 \ INDICTMENTS? / 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVENT? IGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 


BUFFALO 
TITLE OF CASE 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


BUFFALO 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


1/26/73 1/18-26/73 


REPORT MADE BY 


UNSUBS, Correctional Officers, 

Correctional Facility, character OF CASE 

oftita -LLJvnnvi no County) , New York; 


TYPED BY 


:lmk 


nmaces o 


VICTIMS 


REFERENCES: 


Alexandria nitel to Buffalo dated 1/19/73 (10) 
Buffalo airtel to Bureau dated 1/19/73. 

Buffalo telcalls and nitel to' Albany and New 
York, 1/24/73 (10). 

Albany and New York telcalls and nitels to 
Buffalo, 1/24/73 (10). 


A C 0 &PLISHME NTS CL AIMED N Off 


CONVIC. I FUG. 


APP RO VED 


ACQUIT- CASE HAS BEEN: 

TALS 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR □yES | XNO 
PENDING PROSECUTION 

O VER SI X MON THS [2I]YES |~?^NO 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 
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s jAw-e ?' 973 
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~N 


LEADS 

A 

BUFFALO 

AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

_(L) Will maintain close contact with AUSA| j 

! I WDNY, regarding this matter and upon recei pt ot 1 

request for investigation, will expeditiously conduct same, 
appropriately reporting results to Bureau. 

(2) Will complete diagrams of the second and third 
floors of Housing Building Z, Attica Correctional Facility 
(ACF), Attica, New York, and furnish same to AUSAf 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


All persons interviewed in this investigation were 
advised that this investigation was being conducted at the 
specific request of Assistant Attorney General DAVID L. NORMAN, 
Civil Rights Division, U. S. Department of Justice. 
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*• 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


1 - USA, Buffalo 


Report of: 
Date: 


_,_,_I Office: Buffalo, New York 

1726773 


Field Office File #: 


Title: 


Character: 
Synopsis: 


44-592 


Bureau File §■. 44—50605 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional Officers, 
Attica Correctional Facility, Attica 
(Wyoming Countv’). New York: 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 


CIVIL RIGHTS 
On 1/18/73, AUSaI 


WDNY, 


Buffalo, New York, advised that" investigation 
he had requested on 1/12/73 should be held 
jji--.ahmiapc.e-rending his contact with Attorney 
Current residence of former 


Superintendent of Attica Correctional Facility 
(ACF), Attica, New York, VINCENT R. MANCUSI 
determined. Current residences of former 
ACF inmates who will be subpoenaed to testify 
at hearings before U.S. Magistrate EDMUND F. 
MAXWELL, Buffalo, New York, scheduled to 
commence 2/13/73 obtained. Photographs of 
second and third floors Housing Building Z, 
ACF, taken. 


b6 
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b6 
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- P - 


Details: 

On January 18, 1973, 

Assistant United 


States Attorney (AUSAl 

FL • J_. • C XT U_ 1 _ J _ 


Western 


District or iNew iotk, naiiaio, new xont, \ 
contacted and advised that investigation 1 

Ivus — 

le had 


[ 


requested on January 12, 1973 should be held in 

^Attica 


_J 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Correctional Facility (ACF), Attica, New York, in this matter. 
AUS/ j j was advised that preparation of diagrams he had 

requested on January 12, 1973, had commenced on January 15, 
1973, but that in order to prepare the desired diagrams a 
blueprint of the second floor of Housing Biiii dijjig Z (HBZ), ACF, 

Attica, New York, must be obtained.._ MrJ ladvispd that 

he would include in his contact withla request for 

this blueprint. 

By communication dated January 19, 1973, the 
Alexandria Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
advised that VINCENT R. MANCUSI, former Superintendent, ACF, 
currently maintains a residence at 6927 Conservation Drive, 
Springfield, Virginia. 

On January 19, 1973, AUSA was provided with 

the above information. - 

On January 22, 1973, AUSA was contacted and 

advised that pending investigation should continue to be 
held in abeyance and that hearings before U. S. Magistrate 
EDMUND F. MAXWF.T.T.- Buffalo. New York, regarding the allegation 
of victim tfould commence on January 24, 1973. 

On January 23, 1973, AUSa| ]advised to continue 

to hold pending investigation in abeyance. 

On January 24, 1973 _ i _ jrequested that 

immediate attempts be made to determine the current residences 
of the following persons: 
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! I explained that the above persons would 

be subpoenaed to testify before ILS. Magistrate MAXWELL when 
hearings comm en ce on F ebruary 13 . 19 73 regarding allegations 
of victim | also requested that efforts 

be made to determine tne custodian of medical records of ACF. 

prov ided seve ral pages of various ACF inmate files 
wnicn ne had obtained on subpoena, requesting that these pages 
be xeroxed and that he be provided with the copies as soon as 
possible. 


On January 24, 1973, 


copy of xeroxed pages as he haa requested. 


was provided with the 


On the same date, 


ACF, advised 


that no one specific person is designated as the custodian of 


medical records regarding inmates stating that—the Superintendent 
of the Facility is the real custodian of all records at ACF. 

jp rovided the following information regarding the above 
listed inmates: 
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On January 24, 1973, the New York Office was 
requested to determine the current location of inmates 


On the same date, the Albany Offic^ was requested 
-tn—daha run in p. the current location of inmates 


On January 24, 1 ( 

973. SA 

5 of the New York 

Office advised that inmatel 

[ 

1 is currently conf inad__af_ 


Vai. cell rid veil VjULi. 

and that inmatej_ 


J to 


report to the New iorK otate raroie urrice, 014 west 4Uth 
Street, New York City, New York. 


On the same date. SA| 


Office advised that inmatd is still confined at Auburn 


3 


of the Albany 


Correctional Facility, Auburn. ~N'ew York, under Inmate Number 


SA 


also advised that inmate 


is currently 


confined at Clinton Corre ctional Fa cility, uannemora, New 
York, under Inmate Number 


On January 24, 197 ^. the current telephone directcp rv 



New YbfTC 

New Yu l k.. - - 

On January 24, 1973, 


iNew York, advi 

reside as above. 

sea tnat| 


On January 24, 1973, AUSA[ Iwas provided with 

the above information and furnished contacting Agent necessary 
information regarding the blueprint of the second floor of HBZ, 
ACF. I | stated that arrangements had now been completed 

at ACT for the taking of various photographs. 
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o 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




Date of transcription 


1/26/73 


tie - 


second and th 


took 34 
rd floors 


On January 24, 1973, SA 
photographs of various areas on 
of Housing Building Z (HBZ), Attica Correctional Facility 
(ACF). A log regarding these photographs was maintained 
and below is a description of each photograph: 


Photograph Humber 
1 


Description of Photograph 

Third Floor, West Gallery, 
view of Cell Number 17 from 
Gallery, cell door opened. 

Third Floor, West Gallery, 
view of Cell Number 17 from 
Gallery, cell door closed. 

Third Floor, West Gallery, 
view of Gallery from end of 
Gallery looking toward 
vestibule. 

Third Floor, West Gallery, 
view of Gallery from outside 
cell Nimber 10 looking toward 
vestibule. 

Same view as in Photograph 
Number 4 except taken from 
middle of Gallery instead of 
next to front of Cell 10, 

Third Floor, East Gallery, view 
of Gallery from end of Gallery 
looking toward day room. 

Third Floor, East Gallery, view 
of Gallery from outside Cell 
Number 4 looking toward day room. 
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I 


Interviewed on_ 


1/24/73 


Attica, New York 


by_ 


SAp 
JLBslmk' 


.Date dictated 


- 5 - 


Flle # Buffalo 44-592 
1/26/73 
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9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 


Description of Photograph 


Third Floor, East Gallery, 
view of Gallery from door 
to day room looking toward 
yard area. 


Third Floor, South Gallery, 
view of Gallery from end of 
Gallery looking toward day room. 

Third Floor, South Gallery, 
view of Gallery and day room 
from just outside Cell Number 1. 

Third Floor, North Gallery, 
view of Gallery from end of 
Gallery looking toward vestibule. 

Third Floor, North Gallery, 
view of Gallery and vestibule from 
just outside Cell Number 1. 

Third Floor, North Gallery, from 
Gallery door looking toward 
vestibule. 

Third Floor, North Gallery, from 
Gallery door looking toward yard 
area. 

Third Floor, view of kitchen area 
taken from southeast corner of 
kitchen. 

Third Floor, view of kitchen area 
taken from southwest corner of 
kitchen. 

Third Floor, view of kitchen area 
taken from northeast comer of 
kitchen. 


\ 


6 














Description of Photograph 

A 

Third Floor, view of day room 
from kitchen door looking 
toward vestibule. 

Third Floor, view of day room 
from southeast corner of day 
room. 

Third Floor, view of day room 
and South Gallery taken from 
east wall of day room. 

Third Floor, view of day room 
taken from southwest corner of 
day room. 

Third Floor, taken from day 

room towards vestibule and stairwell. 

Third Floor, view of vestibule 
taken from door to West Gallery. 

Third Floor, view of control 
room taken from door to West 
Gallery. 

Third Floor, view of control 
room taken from vestibule area. 

Third Floor, view of stairwell 
from vestibule. 

View of stairwell from top step 
at Third Floor. 


View of stairwell toward Third 
Floor door taken midway between 
Second and Third Floors. 
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Photograph Number 
29 


30 


31 


32 


33 


34 


Description of Photograp h 

A 

Same as Photograph Number 28 
except toward door to Second 
Floor. 

View of entrance to West 
Gallery, Second Floor from 
Second Floor door. 

Second Floor, West Gallery, 
view of Gallery from end of 
Gallery looking toward 
vestibule. 

Second Floor, West Gallery, 
view of Cell Number 6 from 
Gallery. 

Second Floor, West Gallery, 
view of Gallery from just 
outside Cell Number 6 looking 
toward vestibule. 

Second Floor, West Gallery, 
view of Gallery from Gallery 
door looking north. 
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On January 26, 1973, AUS,A v;as contacted and 

advised that pending investigation the interviexf 

of various ACF employees should be continued to be held in 
abeyance. 


- 9* - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

y____ 

(Reporting office office of origin date investigative period 

BUFFALO BUFFALO 2/6/73 1/29-2/6/73 

TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


UNSUBS, Correctional Officers, 
Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica (Wyoming County), 



Inmates of Attica - 
VICTIMS 


REPORT MADE BY 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


b6 

:klP b 7c 


REFERENCES: Report of SA I 1/26/73, at 

Buffalo. 

Buffalo telcall and teletype to Albany, 
1/31/73, 10. 

Albany telcall to Buffalo, 1/31/73. 


LEADS 


- P - 


CONVIC. FUG. 


APPROVED | 
COPIES MADE:. 


ALBANY 

(Leads continued Cover Page B) 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED IX] NONE | A rniMT-| r ... u .« 

FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES I TALS I 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR []yES CTInO 
PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS QvES Rr~l NO 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CH ARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


/ Bureau (44-50605) 
T - USA, Buffalo 
2 - Albany (44-737) 

2 - Buffalo (44-592) 


Dissemination Record of Attached Report 


Request Reed. 


CA.P 


* 
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ld>(PB 
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n— 

fa- 4.1973 

REC 
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LEADS (CONT'D) 

ALBANY (CONT’D) 


AT DANNEMORA, NEW YORK 


inmate 


-JdLi.1.1— furn ish Buffalo with FD-302, interview of 
Clinton Correctional Facility. 


BUFFALO 


AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 


1. Will maintain close contact with AUSA 
WDNY, regarding this matter, and upon r ecei pt or re¬ 


quest Tor investigation, will expeditiously conduct same and 
appropriately report results to Bureau. 


2. Will complete diagrams of the second and third 
floors of Housing Building Z, Attica Correctional—Facility, 
Attica, New York and furnish same to AUSAl I 

ADMINISTRATIVE 


All persons interviewed in this investigation were 
advised that this investigation was being conducted at the 
specific request of Assistant Attorney General DAVID L. NORMAN, 
Civil Rights Division, U. S. Department of Justice. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


1 - USA, Buffalo 


Report of: 
Date: 


Field Office File 


Title: 


X5SSS& 


mxm 


Character: 
Synopsis: 


Y7WTT 

44-592 


Office: Buffalo, New York 


Bureau File #: 44-50605 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica (Wyoming County), 
Wpw York' 


inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

Former Athi -Ca CnrrBrt innal Facility (ACF) inm ate. 


Mq'cF ZTrVEh CTroPt- 


determined to have been[ 

New York State Parole OrrxcHr 
New York City, New York. 


Clinton Correctional Facility, 
Dannemora, New York in letter to U. S. Magistrate 
EDMUND F. MAXWELL, WDNY, Buffalo, New York, ad¬ 
vised he had additional information regarding his 
xenen±._testimony surrounding allegation of victim 

| _ land requ ested he be recontacted. 1 | 

"inte rviewed bv~ ~Bur eau Agent and results furnished 

AUSAl _ I WDN Y. B uffalo^ New York and 

U. S. Magistrate MAXWELL. AUSA | |provided 

with photographs taken 1/24/73 <4i teeond and third 
floors, Housing Building Z (HBZ), ACF. Two ACF officers 
who worked on the third floor, HBZ, 3:00 p.m. to 
11:00 p.m., 2/17/72 observed victim [ . l and 

noticed no marks on him during this period. One 
additional officer recalls seeing other officers 
use force on a Puerto Rican inmate to return him to 
his cell. ACF nurse checked^ .] at approxi¬ 

mate lY._l.2i.3Q_xu.nLi, 2/17/72 and noted an abrasion 
under! I l eft eye. One additional ACF officer 

refused to be interviewed by Bureau Agents. 


- P - 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Details: 




1973, Assistant United States Attorney- 
Western District of New York (WDNY), 


New York was contacted and advised that hearings re- 


(AUSA)^ 

Buffalo, iNew. xo 

garding victim| | were held before U. S. Magistrate 

EDMUND FT MAXWELL , WDNY , Buffalo, New York on January 24 and 
January 26, lai^-and...will again commence on January 31, 1973. 

At this time,J_ | requ ested immediate efforts be made to 

determine the Current location Of fm-nnpy_AH- i ra_nnrrorl-innal 


determine tne current location or tormeu. 
Facility (ACF), Attica, New York inmate 


On January 29, 197 
New York advised tha 


X 


1 ACF ’ 
Transferred from 


Attica, New York advised that[ _ Jwas 

ACF to Green Haven CorrectionaT Facility, Stormville, New York 
on May 1, 1972T~| [ 

r&5 refcrr rs tie ttow yuyk ttst5 fststs urfi< 


__ a repcrr rs tie ttow ysyic frare fststs 

314 "West T^OtK Street, New York City, New York. 


.fice, 


On January 29 , 1973, 
)f the above rega rdin g^_ 


was advised 


On January 30, 1973,[ 


Iwas contacted and 


advised to continue to hold pending investigation in abeyance. 


On January 31, 1973 


advised that I 


r 


|an inmate at Clinton Cor reef lonaTraci 1 i ty, Danhemora,' 
ITew York had recently testified before U. S. Magistrate MAXWELL 
rp g - a r H y ng the allegation of victim| Ji 


in this matter. 


continued that on this date, U. S. Magistrate MAXWELL 


had received a letter from 


in which he stated he had 


additional information to furnish and requested that he be re¬ 
contacted. [ _ Ithen requested that immediate steps 


be taken to reinterview 


^ mir 


so that a determination could 


e as t o whether or noF i t would be necessary to subpoena 
back to Buffalo in order to hear this testimony. 


On January 31, 1973, SA_ 


of the 


Albany, New York Division of the Federal Bureau of Investi gation 
advi .sV fl that on that date he had interviewed inmate | 

[ , J_Clinton Correctional Facility, Dannemora, New YorK and 

tHat| 


had furnished the following information: 
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X 


During his original testimony, 
to his cell number in Company 1 of A Block at 
not only recalls his cell number but N the names 


i 


was unsure as 
ICF. He now 
of every in¬ 
mate in cells two through nine except cell number six. During 
testimony when I I was asked if all inmates in A Block 
were allowed to go to the yard area together he had stated 
that occasionally they were all given the opportunity to go 
and on other time-s—only half at a time were given the 
opportunity. [ | now recalls that on all occasions, all 

inmates w^--““en the opportunity to go to the yard area 


together 


W9*“ 

r. 1 . 


also, during his testimony, could not 


recall the name of the Sergeant in regard to his transfer from 
A Block to Housing Building Z (HBZ) on February 17_, 1972 a t 
ACF but now recalls this Serge ant 's name was r 


trUll 

]and that Lliis SeTgeam. ±s a* 
o , Z30-240 pounds, and normally 


white, mate, approximately b 

worked in Company 1 of A Block or in the yard area. _ 

also stated that this officer had nothing to do with the 


: 


2 


urther recalled that it was. 
e officer who had struck 


incident in question, 
rumored on his gallery' xnat 
was supposedly transferred soon after to Auburn Correct!nnal 
Facility, Auburn, New York. 


On January 31, 1973, AUSA 


results of the above interview and stated that he di d not 


was advised of the 


feel the above was important enough to recall inmate| 
requesting that the above information be furnished by ddTVtacting 
Agent to U. S. Magistrate MAXWELL, which was done on January 
31, 1973. 


On February 1 and February 2, 1973, [ 


was. 


[ 


contacted and advised that hearings regarding victim, 

held on these dates and had ended on February 2, 197 
[requested that pending investigation regarding the 
interview of five ACF employees be conducted on February 5, 
1973. 


3. 


On February 2, 1973, ERNEST L. MONTANYE, Superintendent, 
ACF, was contacted and was advised of the identities of the 
five ACF employees contacting Agent wished to interview on 
February 5, 1973. Mr. MONTANYE stated that he would make these 
..pmplmiaeg_ajzai 1 ab 1 e for interview and commented that Sergeant 
[was now located at the Elmira Correctional 
TaclTiCy, E'lmira, New York. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 


ion 2/6/73 


_ aas contacted at| 

I New York and was advised of the identities 
o£ the interviewing Agents as well as the nature of the 
matter under investigation. 


[ stated that he has been a correctional 
off icer at Attica Correctional Facility (ACF), Attica, New 
Yorh | land that he recal led on 

February I/, 19/2, | (sf the third 

floor, Housing: Bni iciing l wording trom 4tuu p.m. to 

11:00 p •m. | | pointed out that he recalls this not 

only because he keeps a record of where he works in the 
institution, the hours he works, and the people he is assigned 
with, but also becaus e upon arriving at work he was advised 
that inmate who is normally 1 

of the west gallery on the third floor was confined on the . 
second floor due to some troub le officers had witl| j 

earlier on that day. |could not recall who advised 

him of this, nor coula tie recall any details he might have 
been provided regarding the above trouble. 

| was not certain as to when_ was 

returned to the third floor but assumes it happened prior to 
5:00 p.m. when the instfeltion closes, as before this time 
there would he ertra.officers available to aid in transferring 
the inmat e. could not recall which officers brought 

from cne second to the third floor but knew that he 
was not involved in this transfer. 

_Lcould not recall seeing any marks or 


wounds on| at this tlfne — nnr r.Q uld he recall any 

prison pu rse or doctor seeing |while he was on duty. 

pointed out that it is standard procedure that any 
time torce is used on an inmate he is limed lately thereafter 
seem by a nurse or doctor and as sumes tha t after the above 
trouble, this was accomplished. | |advised that during 

his tour o f duty, he could recall naving had no conversation 
wth inmate| |and could furnish no other pertinent 

information: 


accomplished. | |advised that during 
he could recall naving had no conversation 
“Hand could furnish no other pertinent 


Interviewed on 2/5/73 


Attica. Hew York 


fcklp _ 


Date dictated _ 


2/6/73 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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I_1 stated that he did not desire to furnish a 

signed statement at this time; however, he would be willing 
to testify to his above remarks. 


The following descriptive and background data was 
obtained through observation and interview: 


Name 

Date of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Residence 

Physical 

Characteristics 


Sex 

Race 


[Hew York 
TUT- 

220 


Black-gray 
^ Brawn —--_j 

Z ~ T £tew York 
"Ho obvious physical handicaps 
thatzm±sht_impair the ability 
of | | to observe and 

remember were noted during 
interview. 

Male 


White 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




Dote of transcription^ 


2/6/73 


Attica Correc¬ 
tional Facility aur ; was contacted at his placeof employment 
and was advis e d of th e identities of the interviewing Agents 
as well as the nature of the matter under investigation. 


stated that on February 17, 1972, he was 
employed 'at the 'prison between 3:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. and 
wan assigned to the third floor of Housing Building Z (HBZ). 

[stated that normally there are two officers assigned to 
“mn~floor during tha_abose hours and that he thought on 
this date Sergeant was 

working with him. --— 1 — 


is in charge of the floor and 


- gyn~ r * y y~ 

work. 


1 L- 

wi 

THr 


] stated that as far as-ha r.n; 


as. 

who is normal ly coffined ini 
the third floor was so con: 


, inmate 
f the west 
*h*.n he arrived at 


: during his tour of duty he observed 


When asked i f during tils tour of ciufcj 
any marks or wounds oq pointed out that 

every half hour he passe® Dy cne rront of every inmate's cell 
on the third-£3.ang-fl”^ thwt —during his tour noticed no wounds 
on inmate |stated as far as he could recall, 

he had no conversation with this inmate on this day and did 
not remember any nurse or doctor seeing the inmate. 

[_ .1 staled.that he recalled he had been informed 

by someone chAtj_J earlier on this day had been confined 

on the second floor of HBZ and was=±han^returned to his normal 

cell on the third floor} howev er J _hf&fl unable to recall 

any details regarding reasons for] jconfincnent on 

the second floor. 1 - J 


Jstated that he did not desire to furnish a 
signed statement regarding his remarks at this time, but 


that he would be willing to testify to them. 

The following descriptive and background data was 
obtained through observation and interviews 


Name 


Interviewed on. 


215/12. 


Attica, New York 


b < j 


SAsl. 


pLEiilp. 


_Date dictoted 


‘i'e * Buffalo 44-592 


2/6/73 
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. *** 

■m £ **> 


Race 

Sex 

Date of Birth 


Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Residence 

Employment 


Physical 

Characteristics 


White 

Male 


Tslew York' 
6 * 6 ** 

240 

Brown 

Uua_ 


_ ~)?drk~ 

Correctional Officer 
New York State Department 
of Corrections (past 15 years) 
No obvious physical handicaps 
.that may impair the ability of 
[ po observe and remember 

were noted during interview 


i 
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Dale of transcription. 


2/5/73 


Facility. 


.Sergeant | 

| New ¥ork, an employee ait the Elmira Correctional 
Lmira, New York, was interviewed at the Correctional 


frrm 


_Sergeant 

lie worked throughout 


at 


Attica Prison, Attica, New York. 

Attica Prison, including Housing Block Z (HBZ) and since his 
duty was on a rotation basis, he cannot specifically recall 
where he worked on any particular day. According tof" ~ 

about raid February, 1972, he heard from some unrecalled officers 
at Attica Prison that there had been a problem at Attica Prison 
involving an unknown inmate, whereby unknown officers found it 
necessary to drag the inmate back to his cell. | |advised 

that exactly what transpired between the unknown inmate and 
officers is not recalled; and if he had been made aware of it 
at the time, it is not now recalled. 


he did no 


E 


advised that since he could not reoll specifics, 
desire to furnish a signed statement. 


Subsequently on February 5, 1973,[ 


that 


Jadvised 

after thinking about the above matter, he now recalls the 
problem mentioned above involved an unknown Puerto Rican 
being forcibly-escorted to his cell via the stairway in the 
HBZ building. advised he now recalls the Puerto Rican 

resisted being returned to his cell for reasons unknown and 
force was used to return him.I ]advised he does not recall 

seeing amy unnecessary f o rce being used, and he recalls that 
a Lieutenanq |was part of the group returning the 

inmate to h$l - 


te li. 


|_|again advised he did not desire to furnish a 

signed statement since he cannot be specific about exactly 
what had happened, however, he would be willing to testify 
to what he does recall. 


interviewed nn 2/5/73 _ Elmira, New York _ File Buffalo 44-592 

by SA RICHARD W. RUDYt pas _ _ Dole dicfoted_ 2/5/73 _ 

- 8 - 
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The following description o 
through observation and interview: 



was obtained 


Race 

Sex 

Date of birth 

Place of birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Build 

Complexion 
Scars and marks 

Education 
Social Security 
Account Number 
Wife 
Son 

Daughter 


Physical 

Characteristics 


White 

| 

T New York 

TTFI- 

158 pounds 

Brown 

Blue 

Slender 

Fair 

3 U appendectomy scar 
right abdomen 
High School 


All at home 

No obvious physical handi¬ 
caps that pi. 2 hii_impair the 

ability of]_ | to ob serve 

and remember were noted 
during interview. 


b 

b 
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Date of transcription. 


2/6/73 


. . . Attica 

Correctional Facility, (ACF), was contacted and was provided 
with the identities of the intervi ewing Age nts as well as 


the nature of the matter under investigation 


tic 


stated that he recalled on February 17, 
ipproximtely 12:30 p.m. ha am 
-Z (HRZT , to look at inma te 


ls r.a 1 led la Hnnin' ng 


] 


1972 

r -Euil< __ 

pointed out that he recalled this because 
upon his return ho the hospital on that date, he typed a 
memorandum regarding what he had seen for his own Information. 

| continued that he thought upon arriving at HBZ he 
tooK the elevator to either the second or third floor and after 
leaviner the alevator and entering the day room he observed in¬ 
mate!_(standing between^tim-norrectional officers 

with his arms to his side* | | recalled the inmate was 

standing calmly and relaxed and that each of the co rrectional 
officers were holding "twisters” arou nd[_ 1 wrist. 


L 


_ 1pointed out that a "twister” is a piece 

chain which can be placed around a person's wrist, 
together, and twisted in such a manner as to cause 


ana are used to bring resisting inmates under control. 


link 

fastened 

pain 


At this time 
was naked and after 
wae an abrasion app 
his left eye. 



tho¬ 


ught 
noted t 


that the inmate 
that the only mark 


inches in length tinder 


(stated that he asked the iraaate if he was 
hurt anyWnere~erae J and that as far as he could recall the in¬ 
mate did not respond to his question but remained silent. 


lyjneren 


|stated that approximately five to ten 
minutes later he, in the - company of a corr ectional o fficer, 
who s gunning _h a could not recall, saw inmat e| ( in his 

cell.| jbmild not recall exactly what he did or 

where he SSBC fn the interim of the five to ten minutes 
but thought he probably returned via the elevator to the first 
floor, waited and then re turned to the appropriate floor where 
pas in his cell. 1 stated that when he was 


b6 

b7C 


b6 
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b6 
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b6 
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b6 
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!nle 


2/5/13 


Attica, New York 


File # 
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standing in front of 
was hurt anywhere an^ 
effect, "Go away and 


cell he asked 


if he 


then returned to the hospital noting 
was not hurt in 
that he thought 
the in s ti tution 
thatf 



replied with wdra s to the 
leave me alone." |state d — 

g tna 


tantial manner 
had been seen 




t it appea red 

1 /■^rnrnQT-i.j-Qfl 

Of 


rarer - ITT that day; however, he pointed out 
records were not presently at the institution 
and therefore he could not refer to them. 


The following descriptive and background data was 
obtained through observation and interview: 


Name 

Race 

Sex 

Date of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Residence 

Employment 


Physical 

Characteristics 



Brown 

frew Ynrk 

Attica Correctional Facility 
(past 15 years) 

Wears glasses (for reading only) 
(Uncorrected vision 20/30-20/35); 
No other obvious physical handi¬ 
caps that might impair the 
ability ofl I to observe 

and remember were observed 
during interview. 


any of the officers he saw with) 


added that he_could_.not recall the names of 


servedf 
mately ten to 


land that when he ob- 


in the day room as a bove ftT~was from approxi- 

~jadvised that he did not 
time nor a copy 
| stated that he 


.fteen feet. [_ 

desire to furnish a signed 
of the memorandum he had written.! 


would be willing to testify regarding nis above remarks. 
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Dote of transcription. 


2/6/73 


Correctional Facility ^ACF) teas contacted at his place 
employment and was advised of the Identities of the inter- 




Attica 


viewing Agents as well as the nature of the matter under inves¬ 
tigation. 


contacting Agents. 


then stated that he had nothing to say to 


The following descriptive and background data was 
obtained through observation and interview: 


Name 

Sex 

Race 

Date of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Residence 


L : 


Male 

White 


3 T T T 

205 

Red 


New York 


i 

—i 


J New York 
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On February 5, 1973, AUSA] 
photographs taken January 24, 1973 qf th e s 
floors, Housing Building Z, ACF. 


was provided with 
econd and third 


On February 5, 1973, AUS/'|" 

IQh t“1p£JP-rP Ti 7Q O TP/P ■f’l 1 P~ Tp /P P~ pk- 


was recontacted and 
Jiioruin this matter 
Dointed out 


advised that there was no further i nves t: 

that he would request at this time. Mr._ 

that on February 8, 1973 he planned to prepare lor hearings 
to commence Febru ary 13, 1973 regarding allegations of victim 

_ _| in this matter, and he anticipated that 

after his review he would be requesting'additional investi¬ 
gation. 
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LEAD 

BUFFALO 

AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

Will maintain glr>gn /-mhart- igLth Assistant 

United States Attorneyl _ | Western District 

of New York, regarding this matter and upon receipt of 
request for investigation, will expedrtiously conduct 
same and appropriately report results to Bureau. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

All persons interviewed in this investigation 
were advised that this investigation was being conducted 
at the specific request of Assistant Attorney General J. 
STANLEY POTTINGER, Civil Rights Division, United States 
Department of Justice. 

It is noted that the investigative period of this 
report overlaps that of the last and is due to the fact that 
investigation conducted by an auxiliary office was not 
received in time for inclusion in previous report. 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica (Wyoming County), 
New York;_ 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 


Character: 
Synopsis: 


CIVIL RIGHTS 

Interview of former Attica Correctional Facility 


(ACF) inmate[_ 


1 


regarding further infor¬ 


mation recalled subsequent to his testimony before 
United States Magistrate EDMUND F, MAXWELL. Buffalo 


WDNY, Buffalo 


set forth. AUSa|_ _ __ 

furnished with completed diagrams ot second and 
third floors, Housing Building Z, ACF. Current 
locations of two former ACF inmates and three 
correct ional officers, ACF determined. AUSA 
[ [furnished copies of affidavits regarding 

victims! | which are set forth 
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Correctional Facility, Danneraora, New York, and interviewed. 

He was advised the interview concern ed his l etter to United 

States Magistrate EDMUND F. MAXWELL. [_Jdeclined to give 

a signed statement but stated he i —-Hling to testify if 

necessary concerning the matter. [ stated he believed it 

might be necessary that he be caileu - Hack concerning his 
previous testimony because he had had time to think about 
various questions that had been asked him and felt his answers 
needed the following clarifications: 


_ | j stated he had been asked if he was in cell 

_|of A Block, 1 Company at Attica; and he had replied 

he was not sure which cell ha_was._in. He stated he now 
recalls he was definitely in | | The other cells were 

occupied as follows: ~ 



[_ jstated United States Magistrate MAXWELL asked 

him if all the inmates went into the yard at once and he had 
replied tha t they some times went all at once and sometimes 
half at a time. Upon reflection he recalled that was when 
he was in another gallery. At the time in question, he is now 
sure, all the inmates did go out at one time if the inmate 
wanted to go out. 


In his testimony,[ 


said, he mentioned a Sergeant 
i were made from A Block. 

















ft 


i Company to HBX (Special Housing), at Attica on February 17, 
1972. At the time of his testimony he could not recall the 

Corirnani’ 1 C _Lilt HflM g r-.arr,^ is Sergeant 


Sergeant 
yard. H 


ucbt-i. xuwU 


He recalled that 

normally work ed at l Company, or in the 


b6 

b7C 


with a big stomach, white,male. He noted 
very erect "like an English officer". 


|as about 6 1 3". 230-240 pounds, 

walked 


stated he had no other information concerning 
the matter except he recalled it had been rumored in the 
gallery that the Correction Officer th ^t struc k| 
had been transferred to Auburn Prison; 

only a rumor and he had no direct knowledge Whether it was 
true or not. 


b6 
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ated t ms waS 


During the interview r\Q_ 


physi cal or mental handicaps 


no Phvsi c 

were observed that would prevenq |from seeing, hearing, 

or remembering the incidents reterrea to above. 
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r -51 l£i £q 1 Inking investigation was conducted by 

SA[_jat Clinton Correctional Facility, 

Dannemora, N.Y.: r- 

Cq January 31. 1973J 


.shed the following information concerning 



Name: 

Alias: 

Inmate Number: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Pace: 

Sex: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes: 

Scars and marks: 



Male 
6 * 2 ” 

210 lbs. 
Black 
, Bl ack _ 


Dru^ use: Tie 

Residence at .— 
arres t: 

Employments: TTCSj 

Social Security No.: 
Education: 8t 

Intelligence 

Quotient (IQ) 85 

Crime for which _ 

committed: f_ 


Eligible for 
parole: 
Health: 


eroin 


(off and tm) 
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On Fpbniarv 7. 197 .3 T Assistant United States 
Attorney Western District of New York, 

Buffalo, New ¥ork requested that immediate steps be taken 
to learn the current lnmfinn nf_former At-fira_ Ciarrectional 


Facility (AC7) inmate 


thatl 

Erie 


tated 


adding that he wished to subpoenal 
United States Magistrate EDMUND - 
York 


r o MAXWELL, Buffalo, New 
in regard to allegations of 
in this matter. 



Jto testify before 
Buffalo, 


On February 7, 1973, Deputy Sheriff 
Erie Countv Jail. Buffalo. New York, advised 


that f 


New York, and wa: 




at which time he listed the above address as his 
destination. 


b6 

b7C 
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Attorney 


On February 7, 1973, Assistant United States 


was advised of the above. 


On February 8, 1973, 


and requested no further investigation. 


was contacted 


On February 9, 1973, 


requested that 


the Xeroxing of various ACE inmate files, which he furnished, 
be completed and returned to him. On February 9, 1973, 
above Xeroxing was completed and Assistant United States 
Attorney was furnish p.d vri th the results. In addition, 
on this date| |was furnished with the completed 

diagrams of the second and third floors of Housing Building 
Z, ACF. 


On February 12, 1973, 
the current location of former 
be determined adding that allegedlyT 


requested that 


j-uaiic:! L. ^ a 


Jis currently 


under the parole supervision of New York State authorities 
in the Buffalo area. 
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On February 12, 1973,1 __ 

New York State Parole Office, Donovan State Office Building 
Buffalo, New York, advised after checking his records that 


ew Yortc ana is unaer new 


vision. 


the above. 


On February 12, 1973, 


aroie super- 


k;as advised of 


_On February 13, 1973 and February 14, 1973, 

was contacted and requested no further investi¬ 
gation pointing out that hearings regarding allegations of 
victimF" ]scheduled to commence February 13, 

1973 beFore UnTtecI States Magistrate EDMUND F. MAXWELL had 
been postponed until February 14, 1973, 

On February 15, 1973, _ [ requested that 

the full names and current locations of the following ACF 
correctional officers be determined: 



On February 15, 1973, Superintendent ERNEST Lo 

MONTANYE, ACF, Attica, New York, was contacted and advised _ 

that correctional officers| 

are currently employed at the Elrfilta Cortdctiofthl Facility, 

Elmira, New York. _ Mr. MONTANYE further stated that corre ctional 

officer I_ 

iNew Yortc, however, is currently 
located at the Rosweil Park Hospital, Buffalo, New York and 
is in very serious condition. 

On February 15, 1 973,1 _ I was provided 

with the above information. | I then provided on e 

r.onv each of af f i rbwi f.s nf vi rHmg 

____ advisea that he would request 

no further investigation at this time, adding, however that 
he would anticipate requesting investigative assistance prior 
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tn .. hparino- s regarding the above two victims' allegations. 

___fr;n-;r;tpd out that the current hearings regarding 

victin] would probably not terminate until 


February ZJ, iy/J and that he could not provide anymore 
specific information as to when he might request further 
investigation. 


by 


-C**e 4 .es of the above two affidavits as provided 
follow. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF ITE 


COURT 
1 YORK 


INMATES OF ATTICA Etc., 

') . Plaintiffs, 

vs. 

NELSON ROCKEFELLER et al., 

Defendants. 


.AFFIDAVIT 
Civ. 1971-410 


being first duly sworn, deposes and 


sayss 


1. That he is an Inmate of Attica Prison, until recently 
housed In Rousing Block "Z" and then mysteriously and vzlthout 
explanation removed by prison authorities to the Erie County 
Penitentiary, where he languishes to this day. 

2. That on the afternoon of Febraury 7, 1972, a Prison 
Guard came to his cell In KBZ and told him he was going to 
Court; and that when he asked where he was supposed to go and 
why, the guard left and soon returned with several other guards 
Including a sergeant. 

3. That the first guard's name he believes is| jand 
that he does not know the names of the sergeant and the other 
officers but can identify at least some of then by sight. 

4. That the several guards and the sergeant entered his 
cell without a word and grabbed him, twisting his arm behind his 
back and holding him fast; and that the sergeant then struck 
sharply several times on the back of the neck, and then removed 
him from his cell and took him to the Erie County Penitentiary. 

5. That he seffered in this Incident large and severe 
bruises on his neck and has since been plagued by pains In his 
head, neck and back. 


FURTHER AFFIANT 

subscribed and sworn to 
before me vhls 22 nd day 
of.February, 1972 


3AYZTK NOT. 


■s-rcnr 
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F B I 


Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


Date: 3/2/73 

(Type i pl'dirtext or code) 

AIR MAIL 


(Priority) 


TO: ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 

FROM: SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 

UNSUBS, Correctional Officers, 

^ Attica Correctional Facility, 

.AftiLa ('iftrnmin sr f,minty), New York; 


Inmates ot Ati 

VICTIMS 

CR 

(OO: BUFFALO) 


ica - 


Re report of SA |dated 2/15/73 

at Buffalof Buffalo teletype to Miami elated 2/20/73 (10); 
Miami teletype to Buffalo dated 2/21/73 (10); Buffalo 
teletype to Tampa dated 2/22/73 (10) and Tampa teletype to 
Buffalo dated 2/23/73 (10). 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
three (3) copies of a letterhead memorandum (LHM) regarding 
captioned matter. _ 

REC-54 

One copy of this LHMrbas been furnished to the 
USA, Buffalo, New^orl^ j 

^ 2 ~> Bureau 7 MAR 5 1973 

^ Buffal ° - 

JLB:lmk 


7 MAR 5 1973 


[vifrl 


















BU 44-592 


LEAD 


BUFFALO 

AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 


_ Will maintain close contact with AUSA|__ 

! ~1 W DMY, regarding this matter and upon receipt of 

requestof investigation, will expeditiously conduct same 
and appropriately report results to Bureau. 


b6 

b7C 


2 















UN.TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Buffalo, New York 
March 2, 1973 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, An-inn — L l ■ixtfam.a no c 01 |xity) y 
New York: 


inmAt£S 61 Attida - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


On February 16, 1973, Assistant United States 
Attorney CAUSA) - " IWestern District of New 

York (WDNY), Buffalo, New York, was contacted and advised 

that hearings before United States Magistrate EDMUND F. _ 

MAXWELL. Buffalo, regarding allegations of victitn| 
f ]in this matter had been recessed on February IB, 

l I9 / 3 and were not sc-h a dul^d_ii£i—reconvene until February 21, 
1973. At this tinuf __ had no sp ecific request 


for any investigation 


On February 20, 1973, was recontacted 

and requested that immediate steps be taken to verify the 
current residence of former Attica Correcti ona l Fac ility 
.fACEl ALLi ra Npt»7 Vn-rh „ Correctional OfficeJ I 


stated that he had attempted to have, 
through the UnitecT "States Marshal, Buffalo,|~ 
served wl th a 


r ’ th a subpo ena and that the Marshal's Urnce nad 

___ lwas currently a member of the Miami, 

Florida Police Department. 


ena and that the Marshal 


On February 21, 1973, the Miami Division of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation advised that there was no 
record of q | at the Miami Police Department, 

Dade County Corrections Bureau, Dade County Personnel, 

Miami Beach Police Department, Miami Beach Personnel, Florida 
Power and Light Company or the Greater Miami Credit Bureau. 


and was advised of 
At this time 


On February 22, 1973^ 
the results 
1 reques 




was recontacted 
of the above investigationo 
ted that continued efforts be 


fNctoag 7 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 




















UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica (Wyoming; County), 
New York; | _'_|_ 


Inmates ot Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


made to verify| current residence and that 

efforts be made to learn the full names and locations of the 
following ACF personnel: 


On February 22, 1973, ERNEST L. MQNTANY B. Super¬ 
intendent, ACF, advised that Correctional Officer| _| 

Iwas employed at ACF I _ 



MONTAJMYE advised that he had received an inquiry trom tne 
City of Fort Myers, F lorida, Poli ce Department regarding 

employm ent reference ? i _ jwhile empl oyed at ACF 

resided I New York. 


Mr. MONTANYE provided the following information 
regarding the above listed Correctional Officers: 

















UNKNOWN SUBJECTS', Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica (Wyoming Count 






















UNKNOWN SUBJECTS* Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica (Wyoming Count 


Wew York:—I _I_ b6 

b7C 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


Name 


Current Employment 


Superintendent LEON J. 
VINCENT 


■tlQjiigAe .os aX 


Officed 


Green Haven Correctional 
Facility* Stormville, 

New York 

Transferred Elmira 
Correctional Facility, 
Elmira, New York 
July 20, 1972 


On February 22, 1973, 


Credit Bureau of 
Greater Buffalo, Buf falo, New York, advised 'that according to 

urr ently resides at 
orida[ 


E 


| E l or 


Fort flyers, Honda FoTxce DeparLmeuL. 


was provided with 


On February 22, 1973, 
the results of the above investigation. 

On February 23, 1973, the Tampa revision nfj the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation advised that! 


"j Florida,P 

j?uru my-<rrk, Florida Foiice Department. 


T 


On February 23, 1973, 
the above information. _ 


was provided with 


was recontacted 


On February 26, 1973, 

and stated that hearings before' limbed Bbates Magistrate 
MAXWELL were resumed on February 21, 1973 and would pro bably 
continue through March 5, 1973. At this time! lhad 

no specific request for investigation. - *■ -■- 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

hlC 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica ('Wvnminp County), 


inmates ot A1 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


:ica - 


On March 2, 1973, advised that 

hearings were continuing as scnenu.i.eci and that due to prior 
commitments he assumed these he arings would terminate on 
March 5, 1973, regarding victinj 

stated that hearings regarding The remaining' twO VlCXlrttg, 

would be scheduled 

in the near future and that he anticipates requests for _ 

specifi c investigation in regard to those hearings. 

| stated that he had no requests for any investigation 
at this time. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


Date: 3/22/73 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIR MAIL - REGISTERED MAIL 


(Priority) 


FROM: 


ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 
SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 


UNSUBS, Correctional Officers, 
Attica Correctional Facility, 
At-Hra f.Uvnmi n& P.rmriTy) , New York; 



inmates or Att: 

VICTIMS 

CR 

(00: Buffalo) 


/td CL^U^ 

/!!() QJ^b 

f: HlS) 


Re Buffalo airtel to Bureau dated 3/2/73. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
three (3) copies of an LHM regarding captioned matter. 

# 

One copy of this LHM has been furnished' 
to the USA, Buffalo. 

_ Re pillar c ontac t has been maintained with 

AUSA| _ _ JWDNY, Buffalo, and since 

submission of referenced communication, he has made 
no request for investigation in this matter, due to 
his involvement in k tx%a\y at Buffalo. 


2 ?- Bureau (Encs. 4), (/ 
'T '- Buffalo \\ 

JLB:dms - . 


(RM) 


-tCr'i' 1 ' 

















BU 44-592 


LEAD 

BUFFALO 

AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

_Will maintain close contact with AUSA|_ 

~|WDNY, re g ar< Jing this matter, and upon receipt 
ol r e qi.es t f or investigation, will expeditiously conduct 
same and appropriately report results to Bureau. 


-2- 




















UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Buffalo, New York 
March 22, 1973 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, 

Correctional Officers, 

Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica ( Uvomlnp- Coji nty) f New York; 


b6 

b7C 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


Regular contact has been mai ntainerf wi th _ 

Assistant United States Attorney (A USA)f __ 

Western District of New York (WDNY), Buffalo, New York, 
who advised on March 21, 1973 that hearings before United 
States Magistrate ED MUND F. MAXWELL. Bu ffalo regarding 

allegations of victiirj_ 1 in this matter, would 

resume on April 3, 1973. At this timel Fad no 

specific request for investigation but stated tnat with 
the resumption of hearings and the anticipated scheduling 
of hearings for the near future regarding the remaining 
victims,[_ ] he 

anticipa ced' requests for investigation. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 



_ S'0 & c $ 






















Date: 4/6/73 


Transmit the following in_ 

(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via 


AIRTEL 


AIR MAIL - REGISTERED MAIL 

(P riority) 


TO: ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 

FROM: SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 



UNSUBS, Correctional Officers, 
Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica (Wyoming County), New York; 


inillAteS of Attita - VICTIMS 
CR 

(00 Buffalo) 


4 

I 

i- 


Remyairtel 3/22/73. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
three copies of an LHM regarding captioned matter. 



One copy of this LHM has been furnished the USA, 
WDNY, Buffalo, New York. 


_ Regular c ontact has been maintained with AUSA 

__J WDNY, Buffalo; and since submission of 

relrencecl communication, he has made no request for inves- 
LigaLion in this matter due to hxs* iMf/olvement in a trial 
at Buffalo. KtU’JUA 




</V‘ 5 n<> 


2j - Bureau (Encs 4) (AM-RM) 
- Buffalo A 
JLB:bmb AjgF* 

< 4 > Jr 


Approved: 






Special Agent in Charge 


.Sent 


4 APR TO 1973 



_M Per_._ 

U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574 












BU 44-592 


LEAD 

BUFFALO 

AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

Will maintain close contact with AUSA, WDNY, re 
this matter; and upon receipt of request for investigation, 
will expeditiously conduct same and appropriately report 
results to Bureau. 


-2- 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED ^a’ATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Buffalo, New York 
April 6, 1973 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, 

Correctional Officers, 

Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica (Wyoming County). New York; 


Inmates ot A1 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


flea - VICTIMS 


Regular contact- has,.hean_ma±.ELtai.ned with Assistant 
United States Attorney | Western District 

of New York, Buffalo, New Yoric, wno advised on April 5, 1973 
that hearings before United States Magistr ate EDMUND F . MAXW I 
at Buffalo regarding allegations o f Victim[ | 

in this matter resumed April 3. 1973Tand terminated A pril 4, 
1973. At this time, [ Jhad no specific request for 

investigation but stated a tent ativ e date of May 7, 1973 had 
been set to begin hpar ings before Mr . MAXWF.I.I. regarding the 
allegations of victim in this matter. 


| Istat &d in th e npar future, he would review 

the allegations oT - Victim[__ I and he anticipated, after 

this review, requests for specific investigation by the FBI. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 


-1*- 
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5-22-64) 


f 




Transmit the following in_ 

AIRTEL 


Date: 4/17/73 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIR MAIL 


(Priority) 


TO: ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 

FROM: SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 

UNSUBS, Correctional Officers, 

Attica Correctional Facility, 

Attica (Wyoming Coun ty), New York; 


/i0 , 


Inmates ol Att 
CR 

(00: BUFFALO) 


ica - VICTIMS 


<5 


i 


Re Buffalo airtel to Bureau dated 4/6/73 and 
Buffalo airtel to New York dated 4/16/73 (10). 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
three copies of a LHM regarding captioned matter. 

One copy of this LHM has been furnished to the 
United States Attorney, Western District of New York, (WDNY) 
Buffalo, New York. 

For the information of the Bureau, referenced 
communication dated 4/16/73 forwarded negatives regarding 
photographs as reguested by Assistant United States 
Attorney (AUSA)[ | WDNY, Buffalo, New York, 

which wilr^e rufftTSfiSfl CO mm wnsn printed and returned by 
the New York Office ^ 

Bureau (Encs-4) (AM) . aPA - ■ — 

2 - Buffalo 

JLB:lmk (,/AN’CLohjSB ' EftPR 19 1973 i 


Approved: 


mi 


Special Agent in Charge 


-M Per gjfV 

U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574 




























UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



In Repiy please Refer to 
File No. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Buffalo, New York 
April 17, 1973 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica (Wyoming County). 

Np.w York; f \ b6 

b7C 

inmates of Attica - VICTIMS- 

CIVIL RIGHTS 


Regular cont act has been mainta ined with Assistant 
United States Atto rney] Wes tern District 

of New York, Buffalo, New York, who advised on April 11, 

1973 that hearings before United States Magistrate EDMUND F. 
MAXWELL. Buffalo. New York, regarding allegations of victim 
[Jin this matter are still sch eduled to 
begin May 7, 1973. At this time,[ |requested that 

various photographs be taken of the norcneasc corner of the 
Day Room and East Gallery of the Third Floor, Housing 
Building Z,-lHB2i—Attipa Correctional Facility (ACF), Attica, 

New York. [_|also requested that a diagram be made 

of this same area. 


I stated that he did not need the photo¬ 

graphs or diagram until approximately May 3 or 4, 1973, and 
that although he had no other specific request for investi¬ 
gation he anticipated that he might have additional requests 
before hearings resume in this matter. 

On April 13, 1973, the requested photographs, as 
above, were taken as follows: 


ENCLOSURE 

foO 0.6 - / 1! 
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3 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Dale of transcription 


4/16/73 


On April 13, 1973, SA 


took twelve 


tographs depicting the northeast cottier 91 the Day Room 
the east gallery, both on the third floo r of Housing 
lding Z, Attica Correctional Facility, Attica. New York, 
following la a description of each photograph taken: 


b6 

b7C 



1 

2 

3 

4 


5 

6 


7 

8 
9 


10 


11 

12 


Description 

Northeast corner of Day Room 

Northeast corner of Day Room 

Northeast corner of Day Room 

North side of Day Room disclosing 
windows of control rooa 

North side of Day Rooa disclosing 
windows of control rooa 

Northeast corner of Day Root: and 
east gall ery entrance door with 
kitchen door closed 

East gallery just outside gallery 
door 

East gallery just inside gallery 
door 

From outside cell #15, looking 
toward yard area 

From outside cell #19, looking 
toward Day Rooa 

Fro® outside cell #9, looking 
toward Day Room 

Fran outside cell #9, looking 
toward yard area^ _ _ 


Interviewed on_ 


4/13/73 


-ai. 


Attica, New York 


by- 


SAs 


nd 



Jiaipjc 


_File ^Buffalo 44-592 

.Date dictated_ 4/16/73 _ 


- 2 - 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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b7C 




















UNKNOWN SUBJECTS 9 C.orrectional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, r Attica fWvnmi np f.nnnty), 
New YorkU _I 


inmates or Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


b6 

b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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/ 


i\ # 

Date: 5/4/73 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIR MAIL 

(Priority) 


!■:, . 


m 


TO: ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 

Ipfe. ROM: SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 


UNSUBS, Correctional Officers, 
Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica /Wyoming County), New York; 


Inmates ot Attica - VICTIMS 
CR 

(00: BUFFALO) 


Re Buffalo airtel to Bureau, dated 4/17/73. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of an 
LHM re captioned matter. 

One copy of this LHM has been furnished to 
the USA, Western District of New York, Buffalo, New York. 


LEAD 


BUFFALO 


, Western District of New York, Buffalo, New ' 

/£e REC~4 q 

AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK <3 1 ^ 

Will maintain close contact with AUSA| 
]Western District of New York, re this matter 
li receip t of request for investigation, will 
iously conduct same and appropriately report 


expeditiously conduct same and ap] 
results to Bureau. \V r '“7). . • ’ >j) 

^^Bureau (Encs. 4) (AM y/ 

- Buffalo 


11 MA'. 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 



U.S.Government PrlntlrYtj Office: 1972 — 455-574 











WITED STATES DEPARTMENT &W JUSTICE 



In Reply, Please Rejer to 
File No. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Buffalo, New York 
May 4, 1973 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
F^r-ilil-y Attica fWyoming County), 
New York :1 I_, 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


On Ap ril 17. 1973. Assi s t ant United States 
Attorney (AUSA) | | Western District of 

New York (WDNYy, Buttal'o, New York, was contacted and 
requested the current location of the following former 
Attica Correctional Facilty (ACF) inmates: 


_stated that he intended to subpoena 

the above persons to testify at hearings before U„ S. Magistrat 


Edmund F. Maxwell, Buffalo, New York, which are scheduled 
to commence May 7 , 1973, regarding the allegations of 


vie tinl 


in this matter. 


On April 17, 1973 L 
ACF, Attica, New York, furnished t.*e to 1.1. owing mi or mat ion 


regarding the above six persons: 













UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica (Wyoming County). 
New York:!' I 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


Attica Inmate 
Number 


Name 











UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility,. Attica ( Uv.qhi j_n County) , 
Wsw York;I _I 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


On April 23, 1973 


was recontacted 


and was provided with photographs LaTcen on April 13, 1973, 


at ACF of the East Gallery and Day Room, third floor, 

Housing Building Z. 

On April 23, 1973, the Albany, New York, Division 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), advised as follox? 

Records at Great Meadow Correctinnal—Fern* 1ifry 
(GMCF). Comsto ck. New Vork. dj§c1nse_ 

1DX 


to Auburn correctional 


Facility, Aiihnm r\'PT-7 Ynrk-. Anhm-rt Cnrrpp.t i nnn 1_Fpp.i 1 i tv 

rer.nrrls disclose 


to Wyoming county Sheriffs Ottice, Warsaw, New York. 


- KPcnrOS at iwas 

"New 

YorXT 

Records at Clinton Correnti n-nal Far J 1 i tv_ 

riflrmpmnra . New York. disr.1n.qpl 

1 




New York. 


.22ai 


Records at An hum Cnrrpr.ti nrvsl Fa cili ty. Anhnr- ri f 
il-Ynrlr_di prlncal_|_ 


fir! 


On April 24, 1973, Deputy Sheriff[ _ 

~*s Office. Buffalo. New Yor k, advised , that 


1 


New York. 














t # 

> 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility. Att'icia (Wyoming County) f 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


^■nrl T.'/nc; 


On 'April" 24, 1973,____ 

immldrtfi id th f~h« maSE EZEZZj 


recontacted 


Hire. 


or 


30^ 


On April 

FBI advised that[ _ 

Office, New York City_L_ 
currently resides at| 


1973, 


the 


New Vnrl 


New York 
’ev? York Stat 
stated that I 


Division of 
ta ke Parole 


the 


On May 1, 1973, the New York Division advised 
that according to New York State Parole Officials. New York 
City. New York.I I 

J — |TT 


Tori 


On May 1, 1973, 
provided with the current 


was recontacted and 
J penn ons as above regarding 


On May 2, 1973 


was recontacted 


and was provided with completed diagrams depicting the 
East Gallery and Day Room areas of the third floor of 
Housing Building Z, ACF, Attica, New York. 


On May 2, 1973, the Richmond Division of the FBI 
advised that an official of the Virginia State Pen j t-p-ntd n-v. 

SOD SmcLuc _Hi chmnnd_Vi anrhni a_aJraimd £±l3±J 


On May 3, 1973 


was 


was provided with the current Tocafxon of 


r 



Cted and 
s above, 


Edmund 


[ advised that hearings before U. ^magistrate 
E . Maxwell, supra, were now scheduled to begin 


May 8, 1973, and that he had no further specific request 
for investigation in this matter at this time. 


A- 
















UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Faci 1 ity, A t-t-iVa _ ( Wimm ing P. gunty) 


Npw Vnrk: 




inmates or Attica - viLTir-ib 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


» 


This document'contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 



-5*™ 











FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64S 


* 


Date: 5/17/73 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


-A.IEMAXI 


(Priority) 


ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 
(ATTN: ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION - 
EXHIBIT SECTION) 


prf'-iyrQ 


FROM: 


SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 




liiO, i ci) : 


UNSUB; Correctional Officers, 
Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica Coun tv 1 New York; 



4W . v- KJ 




y 


- VICTIMS 


CR 

(00: BUFFALO) 


kVv 3 -i 


& 


Enclosed for the Bureau are three (3) 4"x 5" 
black and white negatives. 


_ On 5/16/7^. Assi stant United States Attorney 

(AUSA) Western District of New York 

[WDTTYJ, Burralo, New York, requested that five photographs 
of each of the charts depicted in the three enclosed 
negatives be prepared suitable for court room use by 
attorneys and witnesses and to be approximately 20"x 24” 
enlargements with appropriate nfifi&84i-ng for easvhandling. 


ng for easy handling. if] 

if H - K / 6 OS' ~ / 

earings in this matter 


AUSA [_vised that hearings in this mam 

commence 6/5/73 and that^he will need the requested 
photographs by 5/3l/J'5</for his evaluation prior to the 
hearing. 

(?) - Bureau (Encs. 3) (AM) (RM) 

V - Buffalo .0 \f MAY AM 


Buffalo 


JD0:mms 

(4) 


*EN(X0snp* ATTACHED" 


133 MAY 


Approved: 


Special! 


fn Charge 


U.S.Government Printing Office.* 1971 


6815 


tr tr cr cr 












BU 44-592 


REQUEST OF THE BUREAU 

It is requested that five ( 5 ) 20 ,, x 24 H enlargements 
with mountings be prepared for each of the three enclosed 
negatives. 


-2- 
















WARNING 


DOCUMENTS CANNOT BE SCANNED 
DESCRIPTION 





Washington, 



ENCLOSURE TO BUREAU FROM BUFFALO 

attn: Administrative division - „ 

j EXHIBIT SECTION 

" RE.: I UNSUBS; Correctionfil Officers, 
Attica Correctional Facility, 

. I 
f 

,i 

;! CR 

3 -jU 5" Black and white negatives 

i 

Buffalo file 44-592 
By s.irtel, dated 5/17/73 

t! 

I 

i 

' I 
! 

! 

' j 

j 

i: 

I ' 

' i 

















END 


PARTIALLY SCANNED 







AIRTEL 


5/23/73 


From: 


SAC, Buffalo (44-592) 


Acting Director, FBI (44-50605) 


- Hr. MacFarlane 


UNSUB; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, 
ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, 

ATTTPA /iHVrtu rnn <->r, mrmwr'k y ORE; 

I- VICTIMS 



00: BU 


Reurairtel 5/17/73. 


Forwarded herewith are 5 copies each of the 3 photographs 
submitted and requested by you in referenced alrtel. 


Enclosures (15) 


miC£QH^ 

MAY 2 31973 


Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Baker_ 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Cleveland_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr, Gebhardt_ 

Mr. Jenkins_ 

Mr. Marshall_ 

Mr. Miller, E.S. _ 

Mr. Soyars_ 

Mr. Thompson_ 

Mr. Walters_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Baise_ 

Mr. Barnes_ 

Mr. Bowers_ 

Mr. Herington_ 

Mr. Conmy_ 

JA-. Mintz_ 

,Mr. Eaidiey_ 

>lrs. Hogan_ 


j FBI 


— A JJMF:bap (4) ' 




! / A 


MAIL ROOM [ 


TELETYPE UNIT I 







J6 (Rev. 5-22*64) 


Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


* * 

F B I 


5/21/73 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIR MAIL 


(P riority) 


FROM: 


ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 
SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 


UNSUBS, Correctional Officers, 
Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica (Wyoming Coun ty). New York; 


inmates ot Att 
CR 

(00: BUFFALO) 


rca - VICTIMS 


Remyairtels, 5/4 and 5/17/73. 




Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and three 
(3) copies of an LHM regarding captioned matter. 

One copy of this LHM has been furnished to the 
USA, WDNY, Buffalo, New York. 

It is noted that second referenced airtel forwarded 
to Administrative Division - Exhibit Sec tion , the three photo¬ 
graphs mentioned in the enclosed LHM of in this 

matter for processmg^-^, ^ ^ 

P rrflW Nti" ^ o(? oS —J 

Bureau (Encls./4) (AM) T(W J I »■■■—» . .—a 

T- Buffalo /?. 'Mi\L ' k 

"rfm-0 y ^Wl* "*B MAY 231973 | 

JLB:cap ; u a 7 / u I 1 ‘ * 


Special Agent in Charge 


U.S.Government Printing Offlce:1972 — 455-574 











BU 44-592 


i 


LEADS 


BUFFALO 


AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

(l) Will furnish to AUSA 
completed photographs of diagrams previously FurnisKecf him in 
this matter when processing is completed by Exhibit Section. 


WDNY, 


_L2) Will continue to 

AUSA[_|and upon receipt of 

will expeditiously conduct same 
results to Bureau. 


maintain close contact with 
request for investigation, 
and appropriately report 


b6 

b7C 


2 

















UNIT _ _ STATES DEPARTMENT OF JL_JICE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 


Buffalo, New York 
May 21, 1973 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica (Wyoming County), 
New York: ___, 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


b6 

b7C 


Regular con tact has been mainta ined with Assistant 
U. S. Attorney (AUSA) | Western District of 

New York (WDNY), Buffalo, New YorK, wno requested on May 16, 
1973, that photographs be taken of the three diagrams of 
Housing Building Z, Attica Correctional Facility (ACF), Attica 
New York, which he had been previously furnished. AUSA| 
further requested that he be provided with five copies each or 
the three photographs, that they be mounted for suitable 
handling by witnesses at future hearings, and that they be of 
a large enough size so that details in the diagrams would be 
visible. 


On May 21, 1973, AUS/_ 
advised that hearings regarding* t h e al 


■4T"j 

ig the all 


was recontacted and 
egations of Victim 


lin this matter were h eld between May 8 and 
May 1/, iy/J, before U. S. Magis trate EDMUND F. MAXWELL, WDNY, 

-AUSAl I pointed out that these hearings 


'Rnfffl1n J Npw York. 


terminated May 17, 1973, and that hearings before Magistrate 
MAXWELL would commence J,unp 5, 1973, regarding .allprations of 


Victim 


in this matter. AUSA 


had no 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


H 4 ' 5 o t c 5 

EfflQBBR 




















UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica (Wyoming County), 
Npw York;__, 


inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


b6 

b7C 


further specific request for investigation in this matter at 
this time. However, he pointed out that he anticipated such 
a requp^--a£iiiM= LjA-JJaAKough review of information relative to 
Victim 1 r 


2 


















FD-302 (REV. I 1-27-70) 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE! 


Dole of transcription^ 


5/21/73 


t 

i 


Assistant U* S. Attorney (AUSA) I _____| 

Western District of Hew York (WDNY), was contacted and pro¬ 
vided three diagraws which he had previo usly been furni shed by 
the FBI. One photograph was taken of each of these diagrams, 
which are described as follows: 


(1) Diagram depicts the day room, stairwell, 
kitchen; south, north, east and west 
galleries; exercise yards at end of south 
and north galleries, all on the third 
floor of Housing Building Z (HBZ), Attica 
Correctional Facility (ACF), Attica, New 
York. 

(2) Diagram depicts day roots, kitchen, stair¬ 
well, and part of east and west galleries, 
all of the second floor, HBZ, ACF, Attica, 
Mew York. 


(3) Diagram depicts day rooa, stairwell, 
kitchen, east and west galleries and 
exercise yards associated with these 
galleries, all on the thi r d floor, HBZ, 
ACF, Attica, New York. 


b6 

b7C 


* 


Interviewed 


5/17/73 




Buffalo. New York 



<?A» 



tU!- 



can- 

- 3 - 


.Date dictated_ 


File * Buffalo 44-592 
_5/18/73_ 


b6 

b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
if and its contents are not fo be distributed outside your agency. 

















UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica (Wyoming County), 
New York; ___. 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


b6 

b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 


- 4* - 









FD-; 




^5-2 2-64) 


X 


t 


F B I 

Date: 


5/31/73 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


Via 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIR MAIL 


<3^ ... 


(P riority) 


TO: 


ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) H 
(ATTN: ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION, ; 
EXHIBIT SECTION) 


/ r ( 


/ 


FROM: SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 


UNSUBS, Correctional Officers, 
Attica Correctional Facility, 

At-tir.a/Ajvnniinp r.^nnt-y) f New York; 


(; . ' 


vU i Hf'sM 


inmates ot Attica - 
GR 

(00: BUFFALO) 


VICTIMSf^ 


7~rT : J>$<5 -tfp, 

4/j/73 *- 

Me 


/ 




5/23/73. 


Remyairtel, 5/17/73 an 






packs. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are two (2) Tri-x film 




noted tlrst relerenc ed airtel concerned 

request of AUSA _ | WD NY, Buffalo, New York, 

for enlargements of photographs or three charts prs 



used in hnay^ jpa in this matter. On 5/25/73, AUSA 
advised that were is one additional chart that was in¬ 
advertently overlooked when photographs were previously 
taken of charts. UJj-T 57?^ <? 5 — 

Bureau (Encls^2) (AM) ' ‘ 1 

- Buffalo 


^ \ 


JLB:cap 

(5) 


# 


NOT RECORDED 

4 JUM 4 1973 


Z? -r,\ 


« ■ . .J - 


. - 













BU 44-592 


One of the enclosed film packs contains exposed 
negatives ctpicting one chart in which different exposure 
settings and lighting was used for each negative., The 
other film pack is similar to the first, differing only- 
in the fact that it depicts a different chart. 

Photographs were retaken of one of the charts 
which was previously photographed due to the double image 
effect when this negative was processed by the Bureau. 


AUSA[ advised on 5/30/73 that remaining 

hearings in c apTvione a m att er would commence on 6/19/73, 


and that he would request that enlargements requested of 
charts be furnished to him by 6/11/73. 


REQUEST OF THE BUREAU 

It is requested that the best negative of each of 
the enclosed film packs be selected and that five (5) 

20 x 24" enlargements with mountings be prepared for each of 
the selected negatives. 


b6 

b7C 


2 



















•t-T,. 


tt 


buff, 



enclosures to bisea* from 

' ■ "Hap 

I 


iBureau 44-50605 
/Buffalo 44-592 I 

j / J , , 

im&Zr* PaCkB re “Phoned / i# 





1 


tt-9 

*■' ^.4* 

rj^isrwss;* 

. .. *-Ys*\i'? 

I' acrf 

k' ; 'Sv : ’v>,5x 

C 

vOK-’i' 


1 


-* Ss N. 







^kT.?lCk\£bft7& Zk/iSa/J. 

BUFFALO, K. v 1 , lUHJJ — Pk(5o£CUTORS TODAY RECOMMENDED DISMISSAL OF 
ALL BUT ONE CHARGE STEMMING FROM THE BLOODY 1971 ATTICA PRISON RIOT' 
"IN THE INTERESTS OF JUSTICE." 

SPECIAL DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL ALFRED SCOTTI ASKED STATE SUPREME 
COURT JUSTICE FRANK BAYGER TO DISMISS KIDNAPING CHARGES AGAINST' 10 
INMATES AND ASSAULT CHARGES AGAINST THREE OTHERS. 1 

HE ALSO MOVED THAT THE CHARGE'OF > RECKLESS ENDANGERWENT RETURNED 
AGAINST A STATE TROOPER:,BE DISMISSED. 

. SCOTTI SAID THE DISMISSALS WERE MADE NECESSARY "BY, THE UNFAIRNESS 
OF THE STATE INVESTIGATION" OF THE RIOT.*- ■ ' 

THE ONLY PENDING CASE HE DID NOT SEEK A ‘DISMISSAL FOR INVOLVED A 
CHARGE OF MURDER AGAINST.FORMER INMATE’MARIANO G0NAZALE7, ACCUSED•OF 
KILLING ANOTHER PRISONER DURING THE REBELLION. GONZALEZ CURRENTLY-IS 
A FUGITIVE.' 

SCOTTI SAID THAT CASE WOULD NOT BE DISMISSED "PRIMARILY BECAUSE 
THE INTERESTS OF JUSTICE DO NOT REQUIRE FOREGOING PROSECUTION OF A 
PR-OVEABLE, INTENTIONAL KILLING WHETHER COMMITTED BY AN INMATE OR 'A ' 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICES. ^ „ — yi 

UPI 02-25 02 S lS PES J - 






FD-36 (Rev. *5-22^4) 

tv * 

• 


■*c- 

# 

i 



F B 1 



Date: 6/ 

Transmit the following in _ 





(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL 


AIR MAIL 


(P riority) 


TO: 

FROM: 


ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 
SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 


UNSUBS, Correctional Officers, 
Attica Correctional Facility, 
Attica J'tfvnnrinp County), New York; 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CR 

(00: BUFFALO) 


5/23/73. 


Remyairtel, 5/21/73 and Bureau airtel to Buffalo, 


Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
three (3) copies of an LHM regarding captioned matter. 

One copy of this LHM has been furnished to USA, 
WDNY, Buffalo. 


It is noted that Bijffalo has submitted, by communi 
cation dated 5/31/73 to the New York Office, photographs 
of the second floor^VWest Gallery. Housing Building Z, (HBZ) 
Attica Correctional FAcili.t>A dACF), for processing. 

(Ends. yy- Sotos-- ns 


<z>- Bureau 
2 - Buffalo 


JLB: cap 

(4) tatO'D :/ cJ x ' 1 03 
M 05/73 


2 JUIV 11 1973 

■ i 




S V 

£ 

Approved: 



Sped 


in Charge 


U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574 










BU 44-592 



LEADS 

BUFFALO 


AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 


(1) Will furnish to AUSA| _ [WDNY , 

completed photographs of West Gallery, second floor, HBZ, 
ACF, when received from New York Office. 


__ L2) Will continue to maintain close contact with 

AUSA| [and upon receipt for investigation, will 

expeditiously conduct same and appropriately report results 
to Bureau. 


b6 

b7C 



















UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Buffalo, New York 
June 11, 1973 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica (Wyoming County), 

New York: _ 

b6 

b7C 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


On Ma y ? r 5, 1973, Assistant U. S. Attorney (AUSA) 
Western District of New York (WDNY), 


Buffalo, New York, was contacted and was furnished with com¬ 
pleted photographic enlargements of charts depicting areas 
in Housing Building Z (HBZ), Attica Correctional Facility 
(ACF), Attica, New York, which had been previously submitted 
to him. 


At this time AUSAl ]requested t hat investi ¬ 
gation be initiated to locate former ACF Inmat^^ J 


parole. AUSA 


whom h e though t had been conditionally released on 


£ht 

jalso requested that various photographs 
fee taken of ttfe west^Gallery, second floor, HBZ, ACF, and to 
inp-l iidp vi pw of the interior of Cell #15 on this gallery. 
AUSAj [further noted that a chart, which had been pre- 

viousTy - submitted, had been inadvertently overlooked in the 
processing of photographic enlargements and he, therefore, 
requested that the same processing be conducted regarding 
this chart furnishing it to contacting Agent. 


AUSA 


I stated that he did not anticipate 

_ __ u _ r tt r» w • _ j 


hearings i n this maffer to c ommence before U. S. Magistrate 
EDMUND F. MAXWELL, Buffalo, New York prior to June 19, 

1973. 


ENCLOSURE 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 





















UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica (Wyoming County), 
wpm Xorki___. 


inmates ot Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


b6 

b7C 


On May 25, 1973, 


ACF_ 

Attica. New York, was contacted and advised that 


I 

was a former ACF Inmal 

be wno was 


was to report' to tne New Yoric state Farole ottice at 314 West 
40th Street, New York City, New York. 



On May 30, 1973, AUSA[_ ^_[was 

d that hearings as above regarding victim) 
would definitely commence June 19, 1973. 


recontac ted 


By communication dated May 31, 1973, the Ne y York 
Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation advised I 

f New 

YorR-;- 


On June 1, 1973, AUSA |was recont^cLed-agd 

was provided with the above information regarding 


On June 8, 1973, AUS/f 


was recontacted and 


was provided with five copies each of the remaining two photo¬ 
graphic enlargements of charts pr eviously submitted to him 


in this matter. At this time AUSA 


stated that hearings 


were still scheduled as above and that he had no specific 
request for investigation at this time. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 

b6 

b7C 


2 

















FD-302 (REV.' 1 1-27-70)' 


Q 


O 


Federal bureau of investigation 


Date of transcription. 


6/8/73 


On May 29, 1973, the below-described photogr apns hs I 

were takeq at Attica Correctional Facility (ACF) by SA| | 

[_ I These photographs were all taken on the second b7c 

"tloor ot Housing Building Z (HBZ). 


Photograph 

Description 

#1 

View of Cell #15, West Gallery, 
second floor. 

#2 

Same view as in #1, except 
from a slightly different 
angle in front of cell. 

#3 

View of West Gallery from in 
front of Cell #15 looking south 

#4 

View of West Gallery from in 
front of Cell #15 looking north 

#5 

View of West Gallery taken 
from north end of gallery, 
looking south. 

#6 

View of West Gallery taken from 
far south end of gallery, 
looking north. 


I 

i 


Inti 


erv tewed 




Afrf*,ca r Hew York 


SAel 


uLB; cap 


.Date dictated. 


6/4/73 


b6 

b7C 


• 3 - 

•ocument contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your ogency; 
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 





















FD-302 (REV.'I 1-27-70)’ 


rEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Dale of transcription 


6/8/73 


On May 29, 1973, several photographs were taken of 
a diagram which depicts the East and Vest Galleries, 
tt&ercise Yards, all on the third floor of Bousing Building 
Z, Attica Correctional Facility, Attica, New York* 


interviewed on. 5 /29/73_ a._ Buffalo, New York Fi | e # Buf falo 44-592 



4 ~ 


Date dictated 


6/4/73 


b6 

b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


I 














FD-302 IREV.'l 1-27-70)' 


o 


o 


/■EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dale of Iranscriplion, 


6/8/73 


On Hay 31, 1973, several photographs were taken 
of diagram which depicts the Day 'Room and part of the East 
and West Galleries of the second floor of Housing Building 
Z, Attica Correctional Facility, Attica, New York. 


Interviewed on_ 5/31/73 _al_ Btlff slO, NfcW York _.File # .44^522 


cap _ _Date dictated_ _ 6/6/23_ 

- 5 - 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, If is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



b6 

b7C 















UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica (Wyoming County), 
New York: ___. 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


b6 

b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 


6 * - 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) > „ 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


Date: 6/22/73 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 















UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Buffalo, New York 
June 22, 1973 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica (Wyoming County), 
New York: ___, 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


b6 

b7C 


_-On—Tune 13, 1973, Assistant United States Attorney 

Western District of New York, Buffalo, 
TSSWTSnrj WAS contacted and was provided with completed photo¬ 
graphs previously taken of the West Gallery, second floor, 
Housing Building Z, Attica Correctional Facility (ACF), Attica, 
New York. 


On June 19, 1973, 


advised that hearings regarding victim 


Mas_ rpr.nnf.ar.t-.pH f>r>H 


this matter would not r.nmmpnr.p until the tn I lowing (fay bpt nrp 


m 


United States Magistrate EDMUND F. MAXWELL, Buffalo, New York. 


On June 22, 1973,f again was recontacted 

and advised that the a bove hearings Kart comm enced on June 20, 
1973, and ended on June 21, 1973.( ladvised that this 

concluded all hearings scheduled in this maht er a nd —that he _ 

anticipated requesting no further investigation. j | 

pointed out that Magistrate MAXWELL had indicated to TTT~m tTTa t 
it would be at least 30 days before he would advise United 
States District Court Judge JOHN T. CURTIN regarding his 
recommendations as to whether or not there existed probable 
cause to believe that the Judge's injunction issued just 
subsequent to a riot at ACF in September, 1971, had been 
violated. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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Date: 


Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


7/22/ 


(Type in plaintext or codeI 


AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 
SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 


iCc-ctCD 

| <t<s 

c?a C 6) 
yj/yiF v-,..,-., 


UNSUBS, Correctional Officers, 
Attica Correctional Facility, 
A±.fcdxia—Zithrnniinn—Cou nty), New York; 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CR 

(00: BUFFALO) 


Re Buffalo airtel to Bureau, dated 6/22/73. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and three 
copies of an LHM regarding captioned matter. / 

One copy of this LHM has been furnished to United v 
States Attorney, Western District of New York, Buffalo, New 
York. 


LEAD 


BUFFALO 

AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK # Vy.. 5 o 4 

-Will continue hie maintain contact with AUS/ 

_|WDNY, in^rd/r to obtain U. S. Magistrate 1 

sion in this matte^w^,i^ l * _____ 


reci- 


2/- Bureau (Enc. 4) (AM) 
z - Buffalo 


I JUL 25 1973 













■ - 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Buffalo, New York 
July 22, 1973 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica (Wyoming County), 

Vav»1/ • 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


On June 28, 1973, July 6, July 13 


.Tiilv 9 3. 


C u _ y. i . 

1973. As sistant United States Attorney (AUSA' _ J 

Western District of New York (WDNY), Buffalo, New 


Yortc, was contacted regarding United States Magistrate 
EDMUND F. MAXWELL’S decision in this matter. This decision 
is in regard to whether or not there existed probable cause 
to believe that United States District Court Judge JOHN T. 
CURTIN's injunction issued just subsequent to a riot at 
Attica Correctional Facility, Attica, New York in September, 
1971, had been violated. 


On the last date of contact as above, 
advised that he did not anticipate a decision from Magiscrape 
MAXWELL until Sqtember 30, 1973w 


L 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


- 1 * - 
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Transmit the following in 


Via AIRTEL 


* 'v. 


Date: 


8/24/73 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

[L - REGISTERED 

(Priority) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

M; ' ( SAC, BUFFALO (157-1711) 


INDIG 


CRIMES 



9/9-11/2] 

CIVIL UNREST 

uf y- ^ 0 (* 0 ° "/ (*3* /fry 

Re Buffalo airtel, 1/4/73, captioned as above. *11 > 

For information of the Bureau, following indictments 
returned in Wyoming County Court, Warsaw, New York, dSbifimnief 
inmates, Attica Correctional Facility (ACF), in connection 
with the insurrection at that institution daring 9/71, all 
further prosecutive efforts were transferred to New York 
State Supreme Court, Buffalo, New York and are being handled 
by the New York State Attorney General's Office. 

On 8/24/73,[ __ ftew York State 

Attorney General's Office, General Donovan Building, Buffalo, 

New York, advised there are currently 55 Defendants to be 
tried in connection with the Attica matter, and these defendants 
are repre sented by a multitude of attorneys who have presented 

a host of motions. REM # 0<E> ^H 

In coonectllBfwith the motions 7 being lltard by five 
judges, New York State Supreme Court, the actions in the most 
part relate to a Motion of Discovery; wherein, defendants 
seek to explore a vast amount of information presumably held 


f2)= Bureau (AMRM) 

- Buffal^ . 
ORJjpas W I * wi 

( 4 ) ICc 


Approved: 


AUG 281973 


tec 630 f+b 
r \ 

#8 SEP 11« 


Special AgfcatJP Charge 


_M Per ___ 

U.S.Government Printing Office-. 1972 — 455-574 



















by State Prosecutors. In addition, relief being sought is 
by a Motion of a Bill of Particulars in which defendants 
are asking the prosecutors to divulge specific information 
relating to the alleged crimes. 

]advised no one could logically 
predict at tnis time, tne precise time which the first jury 
trials in the ACF riot cases would begin and pointed out 
dates ranging from 10/73 to early, 19/4 have been suggested. 
In any event* h e pointed out they would begin in the fore¬ 
seeable futur e. I Ist ated the six month prosecution 

rule conceivably would facilitate trial action^ 

To date, radical and revolutionary groups have not 
involved themselves in appreciable number with the trial 
issues, however, it is suspected some of these groups will 
gravitate to this issue when trials commence. 

The Bureau will be advised of any pertinent 
developments. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Buffalo, New York 
September 28,1973 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica (Wyoming County), 
New York;___, 


Inmates ot Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


b6 

b7C 


Regular contact has been maintained with Assistant 


United States Attorney (AUSA)I - 
District of New York (WDNY), El 


We stern 
in an effort 


iUttalo, New xorK, 
to obtain U. S. Magistrate EDMUND F. MAXWELL's decision in 
this matter. This decision is in regard to whether or not 
there exists probable cause to believe that U. S. District 
Court Judge JOHN T. CURTIN's injunction, issued just sub¬ 
sequent to a riot at Attica Correctional Facility, Attica, 
New York, in September, 1971, had been violated. 


On September 24, 1973, AUSA 
and advised that he anticipates a decision trom U 
strate MAXWELL within the next thirty days 


was contacted 
S. Magi- 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 
It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your 
agency. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


- 1 *- 


dif- 5o£0S 

gCLSSURS 
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Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


Date: 11/5/73 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIR MAIL 


(Priority) 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 
SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 


UNSUBS, Correctional Officers, 
Attica Correctional Facility, 

ArHpg (\.d\rr\\ nint? Prvimfy) f ]Sj e w Yorkj 


Inmates or Att 
CR 

(00: Buffalo) 


ica - Victims 


Re Buffalo airtel to Bureau, 9/28/73. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original 
and three copies of an LHM re captioned matter. 

One copy of this LHM has been furnished 

to the USA, WDNY, Buffalo, New York. ... 

’ * * 1 oo: AAO, CRD, ORBw 

LEAD X>ate ’ fj /$/ 

nTTnn t T r. Vi ft S L/ / ^ L *) /- 


BUFFALO 


AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 


lcc (fivfi RIGHTS UNIT 


r- rr * 11 — “ - * * * ■■—m e to maintain contact with 

AUSAl _ | V-7DNY, in order to o'btainJLJ .2,. 

Magistrate's decision 1 it) this matter. 

REC-64: v ..- • 

$ I g»2»0*c«. 4) 0 m 7 ,973 


HO 


V 2 - Buffalo 

JLB:dms 
(4) 


5^ 


’Approved: -1 \ 


Special ^g^fit in Charge 


_M Per- 

U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574 










tL.iTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF jtJSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Buffalo, New York 
November 5, 1973 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional 
Facility, Attica (Wyoming County), 
New York; __ 


inmates or Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


b6 

b7C 


Regular contact has been maintained wit h Assistant 


(AUSA) “ 
DNY) , B- 


Western 
in an effort 


United States Attorney 

District of New York (WuNY), Buttaio, New iortc, 
to obtain U.S. Magistrate EDMUND F. MAXWELL's decision in 
this matter. This decision is in regard to whether or not 
there exists probable cause to believe that U.S. District 
Court Judge JOHN T. CURTIN's injunction, issued just sub¬ 
sequent to a riot at Attica Correctional Facility, Attica, 
New York, in September, 1971, had been violated. 


On November 5, 1973, AUSA |was contacted 

and advised that a meeting has been reULELively scheduled 
for the AM hours of Nov ember A, t 1973, for Judge CURTIN 
and Magistrate MAXWELL. 

Mr. MAXWELL's decision 
at this meeting. AUSA[_ 


stated that he anticipates 
in matter may be forthcoming 

commented that he anticipates 


a final decision in this matter no later than November 9, 
1973. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the Federal Buimu of Investigation (FBI). 
It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;' 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your 
agency. 
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Date: 11/7/73 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL ! 

i 


(Priority) 



TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 
FROM: SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 


J- 


UNSUBS, 

Correctional Officers, 

Attica Correctional Facility 
Attica (Wyoming County), New York; 


be 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
(00: Buffalo) 


Re Buffalo airtel to Bureau, 11/5/73. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
three copies of an LHM regarding captioned matter. 

One copy of this LHM has been furnished to the 
USA, WDNY, Buffalo, New York. 

LEAD 


BUFFALO 


AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

* A - T-. - 


Will continue to maintain contact with AUSA 
WDNY, in ordei^ to., follow and report further cdurt 

‘ ~ r« 


proceedings in this 



Qp - Bureau (Encsl, 

2 - Buffalo Date; 11// 

JLB:jae Via: Q767& 


REC-69 IS I 

® NOV 9 1973 



sj 

Approved: 


Special ^gent in Charge 


b' 


be 


U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574 











Uf ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF . JTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


wm 


yv ^ -kj 


In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 


Buffalo, New York 
November 7, 1973 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, 

Correctional Officers, 

Attica Correctional Facility, 


York; 


inmates ot At 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


:ica - 


_ On November 7. 1973, Assistant United States Attorney 

(AUSA)[_ _ _] Western District of New York, Buffalo, 

New York, advised that on November 6, 1973, U. S. Magistrate 
EDMUND F. MAXWELL, Buffalo, New York, had filed with U. S. 
District Court Judge JOHN T. CURTIN, Buffalo, New York, his 
findings and conclusions regarding possible violation of Judge 
CURTIN r s injunction issued just subsequent to a riot at Attica 
Correctiona l Facility, Attica, New York, in September, 1971. 

[ _ ls tated that U. S. Magistrate MAXWELL had concluded 

that there existed probable cause to believe Judge J2IIEXIN1-S.- 

injunction had been violated with regard to victim I __I 

and therefore recommended that a trial be held in this matter. 

pointed out that in approximately two 
weeks he intends bo argue before Judge CURTIN that remaining 
victims' cases shou ld also go to trial adding he felt certain 
in early January. 1 974. a trial would be held regarding victim 
j 1 Tstated that he would anticipate requesting 

turther investigation by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
prior to the above trial. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 


y^-,5 -oioos-ii 


-i*- 













OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY 1962 EDITION 

GSA FPMR («1 CFR) 101-11.6 


UNITED STATES GO^ 


vNMENT 


Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


date: 11/12/73 



subject: 


SAC, BUFFALO (157-1711) (p) 


INDICTMENTS FOR ALLEGED CRIMES 
^GROWING OUT OF DISTURBANCES AT 
^ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 
ATTICA, NEW YORK 
9/9 - 13/71 

CIVIL UNREST 


Remyairtel, 8/24/73. 

For the information of the Bureau, established 
sources advised that prosecutive programs in connection with 
captioned matter remains substantially unchanged and that 
the multitude of motions remain to be heard prior to trial 
action in this matter. Sources advised that no date has 
been suggested as to when court trial action will occur. 

The Bureau will be kept aware of developments in 
this matter. 


<&■ Bureau (RM) 
: 2 - Buffalo 

ORJ:cap 
(4) 


REC-57. 

t 






STB/iff* 




3010-106-02 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Bay roll Savings Flan 
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Date: 11/16/73 

I 

i 

i 

i 



(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL 

1 

i 

I 

_i 



(Priority) 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 
FROM: SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 

UNSUBS, 

Correctional Officers 
Attica Correctional Facility 
Attica (Wyoming Countv). New York; 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
(00: Buffalo) 


Re Buffalo airtel to Bureau, 11/7/73. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
three copies of an LHM regarding captioned matter. 

One copy of this LHM has been furnished USA, 
WDNY, Buffalo, New York. 


J 


LEAD 


BUFFALO 


AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 



Will continue to maintain contact with USA's Office, 
WDNY, in order to follow a^dbeport further court proceedings 
in this matter. > V j ut.C-8 

^ c _ 

(2 J- Bureau (Encs. ^Jfc^TAM) ”* 19 J 970 

.1 - Buffalo 



JLB:iae 
(4) 


i,0 nov ; 3 {'3 

Approved: 


,1 cc CIVIL RIGHTS OHIT 
1 ca: aAg, CRD, CRIMB 

jaZ3_ 

via: rooC6) 

3y: - 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


UN^i'ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF j ^STICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Buffalo, New York 
November 16, 1973 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, 

Correctional Officers, 

Attica Correctional Facility, 

Attica (Wyoming County). New York; 

b6 

b7C 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


On November 16, 1973, JOHN T. ELFVIN, United States 
Attorney, Western District of New York, Buffalo, New York, 
advised that on November 15, 1973 he had appeared before United 
States District Court Judge JOHN T. CURTIN, Buffalo, New York, 
on behalf of the Government to present argument to the effect 
that alleged previous violations of Judge CURTIN's injunction 
issued in September, 1971 should be heard in trials as they 
pertain to captioned victims. Mr. ELFVIN stated that Judge 
CURTIN reserved decision in this matter and that he did not 
anticipate a final decision in this matter for approximately 
three weeks. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date: 

11/26/73 

Transmit the following in _ 






(Type in plaintext 

or code) 

Virr AIRTEL 


AIRMAIL 



[P riority) 


To: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 

From: SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 



Xco CIVIL * IGHTS 
loo: AAG, CRD, CSS 


IrunatE s of Attica - 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
(00: Buffalo) 

/ 


C . 


Date 
VIp ! 
By 


Changed to add known subjects 









mges maae in view or mrormation con 
. Title formerly carried as ”UNSUBS, Correctional 
Officers. Attica Correctional Faci lity. Attica (Wyoming County), 
New Yofk;| Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS, 

CIVIL RIGHTS., 00: ’BuriaTor 1 -- 

Re Buffalo airtel to the Bureau, 11/16/73. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and three (3) 
copies of an LHM re captioned matter. 


Buffalo, New York 

V 

Bureau (Encs! 
l - Buffalo 
JL&ikdb 


One copy of this,LHM has bee 


been furnished USA. WDNY, 

v - fa i 


n 


3 NOV 29 1973 


Approved: 


-i-rr- 

Ms* 


- 3 ^ 


Sent 

M Per 

^gent in Charge 
) 


U.S. Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574 
















BU 44-592 


LEAD 


BUFFALO 

AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

Will continue to maintain contact with USA* 
Office, WDNY, in order to follow and report further 
court proceedings in this matter. 


2 

















UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS-TICE 


s 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 


Buffalo, New York 
November 26, 1973 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


b6 

b7C 


Attorney [ 
Buffalo, n 


On November 26 . 1,973, Assistant United States 

Western District of New York, 
than he had received on this 


ew York, advised 
date five court orders signed by United States District 
Court Judge JOHN T, CURTIN, Buffalo, New York, 


explained that four of these orders indicated tnat tHe 
court found no probable cause to believe that the court's 
prior injunction issued in September, 1971, had been 
violated as alleged bv Attica Correctional Facilitv inmates 


I U I U I Li I I I MU I BTTTTT IUIDJF/1 1 fO 
j W wu V*^ V«A W 

"the allegatio ns made by Attica Correctional Facility inmate 


the court had ordered the United States 
Attorney's Office, Buffalo, New York, to prepare a formal 
notice of the commencement of criminal contempt proceedings 
and that if possible, this order should be made before the 
court on December 13, 1973, 


_ _ further stated that in view of the 

above information, he anticipates there wo yld be in fact 

a trial with rao-ard to a 11 ap-a tion.e mad a. hv ! 


a trial with regard to allega tions made bv! 
against, Corr&£:tiasal Officers] 


1 


continued that he did not anticIp ate 

f If. - 50 b o 5 -/ f if 

enclosure 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


















Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


b6 

b7C 



This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date: 12/13/73 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 
SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 


Will continue\to maintain contact with AUSA| _ 

WDNY, in ordeiCuo follow and report furthers -court 


proceedings in thi9¥“Tfl^t 

Bureau (Encs/ 4; (AM) 
T'- Buffalo -i, 

JLBckdb (4) 


wnm l 


DEC 17 1973 


Approved: _ 

K 4 nCP n !-~r - 
t) *± U to 4. ■ J » w / w 

Sent 

M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Buffalo, New York 
December 13, 1973 


b6 

b7C 


CIVIL RIGHTS 


On Dece mber 13. 1973. As sistant United States 
Attorney (AUS A) [ Western District of 

New York, Buffalo, New York, advised that on December 10, 
1973, United States District Court Judge JOHN T 0 CURTIN, 
Buffalo, New York, had signed an Order To Show Cause why 
captioned correctional officers should no t be held in 
criminal contempt of court. AUS^ added that court 

proceedings scheduled for December io, TV73, in this matter 
had been postponed until December 20, 1973, at which time 
he anticipates Judge CURTIN will allow defense counsel 
appropriate time to make pre-trial motions in this matter. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date: 12/21/73 

Transmit the followina in _ 



(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via _AIRTEL_ 


AIRMAIL_ 


(Priority) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 

FROM: SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 


wv 


Inmates of Attica - 
CR 

(00: BUFFALO) 



Re Buffalo airtel to the Bureau, dated 12/13/73. 


Enclosed for the Bureau is the original and three ' 
copies of an LHM regarding captioned matter. 

One copy of this LHM has been furnished to aie United 
States Attorney, Western District of New York, Buffalo, New York. 


LEAD 


BUFFALO 

AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

i s 

/'$ _Will maintain contact 


■I jan a 11974 


t y 

'f Will maintain con tact with Assistant United States 
Attorn^f | Western District of New York, in order 

to follow ana renorir rurtner court proceedings in this matter. 

CLOSURE / iO\ [CUt 

2J- Bureau (En^s. 4) (AM) VCj^UL 

JLB:pjc / J ^ 

4 


Approve 


lenUin Charge 

U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574 
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t,iVITED STATES DEPARTMENT CL JUSTICE 



In Reply, Please Rejer to 
File No. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Buffalo, New York 
December 21, 1973 


Inmates of Attica - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


b6 

b7C 


On De cember 21 . 
Attorney (AUSA) 

York, BuffaloTTfc 


advised t 


sistant United States 
Western District of New 
hat on December 


lew York, advised that on December 20, 1973, 
court proceedings had been held regarding this matter in 
United States District Court, Buffalo, New York. Not Guilty 
pleas were entered for both subjects; and January 10, 1974, 
was set as a returnable date for any motions the United 
States Government or the defense council in this matter 


wish to make; and therefore, AUS/" 


anticipates the 


next court appearance in this matter will occur on that date 


AUS 


4 


advised that due to the fact that he 


intends to move that the curr ent defense attorney should 
disqualify himself, he felt that there would be a lengthy 
delay before any trial in this matter, adding that new 
defense attorneys would be given considerable time to review 
pertinent items in preparation for defense of their clients. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 



’c.cc ~.s loom* ■-,? 

it S.--0. ron contents s.?3 

flistritr.fced cuts?do you: 
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Transmit the following in 

Via AIR TEL _ 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

_AIRMAIL 


/ 
2 t 


(Priority) 




f 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 

FROM: S6JZ, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 



INMATES OF ATTICA - VICTIMS 
CR 

(00: BUFFALO) 


Re Buffalo airtel to the Bureau, dated 12/21/73; 
Buffalo nitel to Alexandria, dated 1/16/74 (10). 


and 


copies 


Enclosed for the Bureau is the original are three 
of an LHM regarding captioned matter. 




One copy of this LHM has been furnished to the United 
States Attorney, Western District of New York, Buffalo, New 
York. 


One copy of the LHM is enclosed fo 
information. 


is enclosed tor Alexandria for 

REC-57 W-SOL o S -/2? 


Appropriate lead has been set forth for Alexandria 
to interview former ACR Superintendent VINCENT R. MANCUSI by 
second referenced comnwi^g^tion.. - - __ 

fz X Bureau (Encs^O (AM) V , 

1- Alexandria (Enc. 1) (44-134) (Info) C«l) 

2 - Buffalo ^ cKLD f 

JLB:pjc (5)_ tC.V^O'- 


9 JAN 21 1974 





Approved: 




l , K 
' 1 / 

‘7vV 


Sent 


.M 


Special Agent in Charge 


U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574 
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LEAD 


BUFFALO 

AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

Will maintain contact with AUSAl _ 

Western District of New York, in order to follow and report 
further court proceedings in this matter and conduct any 
investigation requested. 


2 - 


















UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Buffalo, New York 
January 17, 1974 


INMATES OF ATTICA - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


b6 

b7C 


Attorney (AUSA) 


On January 10, 1974, Assistant United States 


Western District of 


New York, Buffalo, New York, advised that he had prepared 
an Order to Show Cause why VINCENT R. MANCUSI, Super¬ 
intendent, Attica Correctional Facility (ACF), Attica, 

New York, September, 1971, should not be given notice 
under Rule 42 of Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, 
that he should not be held in contempt of court regarding 
his failure to appropriately disseminate to employees 
of ACF a court order issued by Judge JOHN T. CURTIN, 
Western District of New York, Buffalo, New York, on 
December 14, 1971. This court order prohibited MANCUSI, 
all employees of ACF, and State police officials from 
committing acts of brutality against inmates of ACF and 
threatening, authorizing, permitting, ar sanctioning 
such conduct. This court order was amended by stipulation 
December 22, 1971, to include the same persons and pro¬ 
hibiting them from using "verbal abuse and racial slurs" 
against inmates of ACF. 
















INMATES OF ATTICA - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


b6 

b7C 


AUS/| advised that he had met in the chambers 

of Judge CURTIn on January 10, 1974, with defense counsel in 
this matter, JOHN S'l'ENGEk, and that another meeting had been 
scheduled for the following day to give STENGER an opportunity 
to review this proposed Order to Show Cause. 


b6 

b7C 


On January 17, 1974, AUSA advised that the 

proposed meeting as above on January TT, T97 4, h ad been post¬ 
poned until-Ianuarv 14, 1974, and again until January 15, 
1974. AUSA stated that on January 15, 1974, Judge 

CURTIN deciaea not" to sign the above order and that he set 
January 17, 1974, as the date to hear any motions in this 
matter prior to setting a trial date. 


_ Ipointed out that in view of the above, 

the Government will have to establish that former Super¬ 
intendent MANCUSI, who is now retired, did, in fact, 
disseminate the contents of the above-described court order 
ta-Siihiaci:a, and that they were cognizant of its contents. 

[ (stated that in view of this, he would request 

the expeditious interview of former Superintendent MANCUSI 
and any other officials of ACF who may have disseminated 
the pertinent information to subjects. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


2* - 
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REFERENCES: Buffalo airtel to the Bureau, dated 1/17/74. 

Alexandria nitel to Pittsburgh, dated 1/17/74 (10). 
Pittsburgh nitel to Alexandria, dated 1/21/74 (l0). 
Alexandria nitel to Buffalo, dated 1/22/74 (10). 
Buffalo airtel to Albany, dated 1/30/74 (10). 
Alexandria nitel to Buffalo, dated 2/11/74 (10). 
Albany airtel to Buffalo, dated 2/21/74 (10). 

- P - 


LEADS 

NEW YORK 

AT STORMVILLE, NEW YORK 

Will interview LEON J. VINCENT, Superintendent, 
Green Haven Correctional Facility, to determine his knowledge 
of the dissemination of U. S. District Court Judge JOHN T. 
COSTIN’s order of 12/14/71. 

PITTSBURGH 

AT PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 

Will interview VINCENT R. MANCUSI, 523 Siesta Court, 
noting that he was Superintendent at Attica Correctional 
Facility (ACF), Attica, New York, in December, 1971, and 
determine same information as above lead for New York. 


BUFFALO 


AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 


(1) Will recontact 


in an effort to 


secure_ document allegedly containing initials of shift com¬ 
manders at ACF indicating they read pertinent court order at 
roll call in December, 1971. 


(2) Will maintain contact with AU5A 
WDNY, advising him of results of investiga tion ■ r.nnonci- ari on ~ 
expeditious basis. 


- B - 

COVER PAGE 










ADMINISTRATIVE: 


All persons interviewed during this investigation 
were advised that it was being conducted at the specific 
request of the United States Department of Justice. 

Information copies of this report are being 
furnished to Albany and Alexandria in view of past investi¬ 
gation conducted by these divisions in this matter. 

It is noted that AUSA i-JDNY, 

Buffalo, New York, who is currently nandTmg Hus matter 
has been advised on a same-day or next-day basis of the 
results of investigation conducted in this matter. 
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Copy 30 : 

Report of: 

Date: 

Field Office File #: 
Title: 


Character: 
Synopsis: 


♦ • 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 - USA, Buffalo 


Office: Buffalo, New York 

2725777- 

44-592 Bureau File #: 44—50605 


INMATES OF ATTiCA - VICTIMS 

CIVIL RIGHTS 


AUSA, TONY, Buffalo, New York, requested 
investigation be conducted to determine liow 
dissemination was made by officials of Attica 
Correctional Facility (ACF), Attica, New York, 
of a court order issued by U.3. District Caurt 
Judge JOHN T, CURTIN, TONY, Buffalo, New York, 
on 12/14/71, and amended by stipulation on 
12/22/71, which prohibited employees of ACF and 
New York State Police officials from committing 
acts of brutality against inmates of ACF and 
using verbal abuse and racial slurs against 
these persons. Investigation discloses that 
on 12/15/71, Superintendent VINCENT R. MANCUSI, 
ACF, dictated to his secretary a memorandum 
indicating copies of court order be distributed 
to all employees of ACF beginning 12/15/71 at 
2:45 PeMoj however, distribution pattern or person 
involved in it undetermined. One Lieutenant &.c 
ACF recalls something similar to MANCUSI 1 s memor¬ 
andum and possibly a short synopsis of court: order 
on employees bulletin board in December, 1971. 




Ihia document contains neither recommend at sens nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI And ii loaned to your agency; it end its cc.it' 
arc r.oc to be distributed outside your aErney. 


U. S. COVERS KENT PRINTING OFFICE . If 70 O - 406 


tr tr 

~J 0) 
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Synopsis: (Con't) 


Details: 


This Lieutenant and a Sergeant recall the order 
being read at shift changes for a 72-hour period 
in December, 1971, and that each shift commander 
reading order had initialled and dated a copy to 

indicate that they had done so. Effort,^—.to.- 

locate this document negative to date. __ 

f orked at least one shift during pertinent 
/ 2-hour period, which probably required his 
presence at roll call when order was read. His 
presence at roll call depended on his specific 

job assignment on that day, which cannot be _ 

determined. | " ~ ” 

as an employee at determined To UU T7~JT7~[1~£. 
Investigation to establish new officers advised 
of court order or given copy of it negative. 

- P - 


fn Japnaxsi-H_19.24_Assistant United 

States Attorn ey! [Wester n District 

of New York, Buffalo, New York, was contacted and 
advised that he had appeared in United States Dis¬ 
trict Court, Buffalo, on this date, at-whi^h f;m°— 
various pre-trial motions were argued, 
advised the next court appearance for this matter 
would be January 24, 1974. 

By communication dated January 17, 1974, 
the Alexandria Division of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) advised that attempts to locate 
former Attica Correctional Facility (A.CF) Super¬ 
intendent VINCENT R. MANCUSI at his residence, 6927 
Conservation Drive, Springfield, Virginia, on 
January 17, 1974, had met with negati.ve results. 
Through investigation, it was determined that the 
MANCUSIs had left the area January 12, 1974, for an 


Pennsylvania,| 

the MAN C US I’ s' itinerary. 


- 2 - 
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By communication dated January 21 . 1974, the 

Pi t -f- r tm-rn -h Division of the FBI advised that]”_1 

_ nad been contacted and advised that] _ 

_ p ir. and Mrs. VINCENT R. MANCUSI, were on an 

extended trip through the so uthern S-t a -tna. a nd that their 

exact locat ion was unknown. _[advised that 

were due to return to their residence at 
bprmgrieia, Virginia, in approximately three weeks. 

On . Tarr.iarv 24. 1974 . Ass istant United States 

Attorney [_ was re contacted and 

requested that a search be made, of anv records available 

FBI to determine if! ~ | 

pad ever in the past been arrested .' > 

stated that he did not desire local law enlorcenent officials 
in the Attica, New York, area to be contacted regarding this 
request. 



Attorney |_ 

interviews of 


9/4, Assistant United States 
was recontacted and recniested 



and that ACF. | 

stated tnar. incerviews are no cecarmine ai ssemination o 
pertinent court order regarding this matter, 
added that with regard to the interview; of VINCENT R. M 


MANCUSI, 


former ACF Superintendent, he desired MANCUSI be advised of 
his rights regarding interview since there seems to exist 
the possibility proper dissemination of the order was not 
made. 


On January 31, 1974, 

and was advised of the results or invest: 1 
with regard to his prior requests, 
that three or four correction officers wi 
for their first day of employment with I 
interviewed to determine how they lea.rrm 

/-»*v— yl n n-n/1 *» +-Vi ntr ronnl 1 7 f- t 


interviewed to aecermine now tney learnea 01 perLinynt court 
order and if they recall ever having it read to them or having 
a copy of it given to them. 


Jwas recontacted 
»ation conducted 

then requested 
o reported g it ACF 
be 

oi rorrrrmrnt court 


- 3 - 
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On February 7, 1974,| was again 

contacted and advised that on this date, the attorney 
representing defendants in this matter had argued for 
a dismissal of pending contempt of court charges and 
that presiding United States District Court Judge 
JOHN T. CURTIN had not made a decision in this matter 
regarding possible dismissal and had set the next court 
appearance in this matter for February 14, 1974. 

On February 10, 1974, the Buffalo, New York, 
Office of the FBI was advised by communication that a 

search of the Identification Division of the FBI to _ 

-am l m^adrr-iminaj record regarding) 

pad met with negative results 


On February 11, 1974, the Alexandria Division 
of the FBI advised by communication that Mrs. VINCENT R. 
MANCUSI had been telephonically contacted in an effort to 
make an appointment for the interview of her husband. 

Mrs. MANCUSI stated that she and her husband were merely 
stopping briefly at their residence and were to leave 
shortly for Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where her mother 
is critically ill and under intensive care. Mrs. MANCUSI 
refused request for interview, stating that her husband 
had left the house momentarily to secure gas for their 
vehicle and that upon his return, they "would be leaving. 

_ On February 14. 1974, Assistant United States 

Attorney_was recontacted and advised 

that on t his date, Unitec States District Court Judge 
JOHN T. CURTIN had refused defendartts * attorneys motion 
to dismiss pending charges. I commented that 

.Judge CURTIN did not set a date for the next court appearance 
in this matter. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


BU 44-592 


Date of transcription. 


[Attica Correctional Facility (ACF), 
was con-cacuea" and was Advised that investigation was being 
conducted in an effort to determine if a court order issued 
by United States District Court Judge JOHN T. CURTIN, Western 
District of New York, Buffalo, New York, on December 14, 1971, 
and an amendment to this order issued December 22, 1971, had 
been disseminated to employees of ACF, 

stated that during December, 1971, she held 
the same position at ACF as she now holds and that at this 
time. VI NCENT R« MANCUSI was the Superintendent of ACF._ 


[ Superintendent for Green Haven Correctional 
Facility, Storravilie, New York, and that PFEIL is tha 
Director of Youth Camps, Department of Correctional Services, 
Albany, New York. Next in command during this period was 
Gapfcainr 

by inmates o£ ACF septemper y-u, iv/i, rearea soon arcer 

fche riot, and never returned to work. Further, next in _ 

command was Lieutena nl 

and did not return to work until January or February, 1972. 

-Regarding the distribution of the above orders, 

furnished contacting Agent, after reviewing her 
tiles, a copy of a memorandum dated December 15, 1971, 
addressed “To Whom This Mmr rnnrrrp *** and signed VINCENT R. 
MANCUSI, Superintendent, p iso provided a copy of 

one page headed “Notice” dated December 14, 1971, and signed 
JOHN T. CURTIN, United States District Judge* In addition, 

"_] provided one copy of three pages consisting of a 

court erder dated December 14, 1971, and signed JOHN T. 
CURTIN, United States District Judge. 

Regarding the above documents, [ | stated, 

after reviewing her stenographer's notebaoTc—cnat she had 
typed the above memorandum of MANCUSI, even though her 
initials do not appear on this memorandum. When it was 


Interviewed on. 


by_SA 


_Attlca^_JIew_York„.. 



.Dote dictated _ 
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Buf fa lo 44-5 92 


j3SUlk-. 


This document contoins neither re comm endotions nor conclusions of the FBI. |t j* the property of the FBI ond is looned to your ogency ; 
it ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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pointed out to I _ that it appears she only had a copy 

of and when asked where didf—' 1 -‘"tinal go 

to| advised that she did not know. I (fu r t her 

advisee! ~ D vu: s he did n ot know who this rr i cmo r aTT cTOnr s given 
to, where the original currently is, o r fo r what pur pose 
the memorandum was actually typed. 

_Commented that it would appear from the 

contents or the memorandum that possibly copies of the 
above documents were placed on the bulletin board with the 
original of the memorandum. This bulletin board would be 
the main one which is located in the lobby area of the 
Adainistra, and which is available to all 

employees. _further commented that since the stated 

time in the memorandum is 2:45 P.M, 9 and since shift change 
fct the institution is at this same time on a daily basis, 
copies of the above documents could lxg j * tt - t> a ^ 3a - fc> p.nded out at 
roil call or they may have been read. further com¬ 

mented that copies of the above documeirrs TOuttt have been 
handed out with paychecks, but then checked and determined 
that December 15, 1971, was not a payday, and therefore, did 
not feel the abuve occurred. 


advised that she did not recall specifically 
how the cram nrrrer was disseminated and if she, as an employee, 
ever got a copy of it. 

was then asked who at the facility would be 
a logical parson to talk to in an effor t to determine how the 
order was distributf- r t . n-v» - ^i . r.nr."vir>n ^ nr| < r suggested that 

possibly Lie u ten ant . |mighfc be able to provide 

pertinent information. 

_] also provided contacting Agent with a copy 

of a memorandum dated April 10* 1972* signed ERNEST L, 
HONTANYE^-and—aijidressed tef | Tills memorandum 

directed]_Jto attach to eacn employee’s paycheck at ACP a 

copy of a letter address "To All Employees : tf , dated A pril 11, 
1973, and signed ERNEST L. MQNTANYE, Superintendent, 
provided contacting Agent with a copy of this letter,, topics 
of all of the above documents provided by are being 

made a part mf this interview report. 


: is noted that| 

| New Yorl 


local res idea ce_i.d 
:eXepnone number 
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Supcrintendent 


TO \tiiO:: THIS MAY COHCZPIT:-. 


December 15, 1571 


In accordance with the orders contained in the decision 
of the Honorable John T. Curtin, U. S. District Juc’yo in the case 
CIV 1971-410, copies of this order i;crc node end distributed to 
all employees of the Attica Correctional Facility, with 
distribution starting at 2:45 p.n. on December 15, 1571 and v;ill 
continue until all employees are in receipt of a copy of the 
previously mentioned order. 


Vincent Ih Mancusi 
Superintendent 


7 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OR NEW YORK 


INNATES OF THE ATTICA CORRECTIONAL 
FACILITY/ et. si.. 

Plaintiffs 

vs. 

NELSON ROCKEFELLER, Governor, State 
of New York, et. al., 

. Defendants 


NOTICE 

' Civ. 1971-410 


Several inmates of the Attica Correctional Facility 
have started an action against State officials in 
the United States District Court for the Western 
District of Nev; York. They complain of mistreatment 
by State personnel in the period beginning 
September 13, 1971. 

The inmates have been allowed to sue on their own 
behalf and on behalf of all inmates at the Attica 
Correctional Facility, including you. If you do not 
wish to be part of this action, you. should write a 
letter to Judge John T. Curtin, 614 United States 
Court house, otrralo, Lev.’ Yorx j.L..0 2 . t stating tn&u 
you do not want to take part in the suit. 


The Court has ordered that the defendants, their 
agents and employees, including State Police and 
Department of Correctional Services personnel, be 
immediately prohibited and enjoined from subjecting 
inmates at the Attica Correctional Facility to 
physical abuse, torture, beatings or other forms of 
brutality, including verbal abuse and racial slurs, 
from threatening such conduct or from authorizing, 
sanctioning or permitting such conduct. 1 / 


The Court will continue to exercise jurisdiction 
in the action. 

• /s/ John T. Curtin 

. 8 - ~ JOHN T. CURTIN 

UNITED STATES DINTlUCT JUDGE 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 




WESTERN DISTRICT 0? NSW YORK 


m£Ll SS VV7 A777P.A P.r-Tr?fr»Tny«T. SACILm 


on EeEalT ox' Enemsolves ana ail other persons similarly 
situated, 


PlaintifIs 


-vs- 


KSLSON ROCKEFELLER, GOVERNOR, STATE 0? NEW YORK: RUSSELL 
G. OSWALD, COMMISSIONER 0? CORRECTIONAL SERVICES 0? THE 
STATE OF ICET.v YORK: VINCENT KAKCUSI, SUPERINTENDENT, ATTICA 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY: ROESRT E. FISCHER, DEPUTY ATTORNEY 
GENERAL, 

J 

Defendants 


API 




K>. 

Lm a 


’alo, 


New 


York, for the Plaintiffs. 

Louis J. Lefkowitz, Attorney General 
of the State of New York (John K, 
Stenger, Special Assistant to the 
Attorney General), for tae Respondent* 


This natter having been remanded to this 
Court by the Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, 

it is hereby 




b7C 
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ORDERED that the defendants, their agents 


and employees, including State Police and Department 


of Correctional Services personnel, are immediately 


prohibited and enjoined Prom subjecting inmates at 


the Attica Correctional Facility to physical abuse, 


torture, beatings or other forms of brutality, from 


threatening such conduct or from authorizing, sanction¬ 


ing or permitting such conduct; and it is further 


ORDERED that plaintiffs be permitted to 


maintain a3 a class action their claim for injunctive 


relief against brutality; and it is further 


ORDERED that defendants immediately give 


notice of this order to each of their agents and 


employees at the Attica Correctional Facility; and it 


is further 


■ ORDERED that the following notice be re¬ 
produced by plaintiffs and be distributed within twenty- 

four hours of receipt by defendants to each inmate of 

- 10 - 
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Severai inmates of the Attica Correctional Facility 
have started an action against State officials in the 
United States District Court for the Western District 
of New York. They complain of mistreatment by State 
personnel in the period beginning September 13, 1971. 

The inmates have been allowed to sue on their own behalf 
and on behalf of all inmates at the Attica Correctional 
Facility, including you. If you do not wish to be part 
of this action, you should write a letter to Judge John 
?. Curtin, 614 United States Court House, Buffalo, New 
York, 14402, stating that you do not want to take part 
in the suit. 

The Court has ordered that the defendants, their agents 
and employees, including State Police and Department of 
Correctional Services personnel, be immediately prohibited 
and enjoined from subjecting inmates at the Attica Correct¬ 
ional Facility to physical abuse, torture, beatings or 
other f*rms of brutality, from threatening such conduct 
or from authorizing, sanctioning or permitting such 
conduct, 

John T. Curtin 

. . • • UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 


Dated: December 14, 1971 


- 11 
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April 10, 1973 



Please attach one of the enclosed copies of 
Judge Curtin's order relative to "harmssmont" of inmates 
of this facility to each employee pay check for the period 
ending Wednesday, April 11, 1973. 

You will noce that 1 have enclosed additional 
copies, please transmit one of these copies to each nev? 
employee hired at this facility, cither temporary, provi¬ 
sional or permanent. 

When you have accomplished notifying all present 
employees, as X have indicated, please inform raa in writing 
that this has been done. 

Thank you very much for your cooperation.., 


Ernest L. Mont any e 
Superintendent 

ELM/cas 
enc. 


12 
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0FFIC2 0? SUPERI3TEHDEHT 


ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 


April 11, 1973 


TO ALL EMPLOYEES: 


On December 15, 1971 forraer Superintendent 
Vincent R. Mancusi distributed copies of a decision oy the 
Honorable John T. Curtin, United States District Judge, in 
Civ. Case 1971-410. 

At this ti.me I ara making a redistribution of this 
order because of the time involved since this order and 
because of the tremendous turnover of personnel since that 
time« 

Please note that this order reads in part as follows: 

"The Court has ordered that the defendants, their 
agents and employees, including State Police and Department of 
Correctional Services personnel, be immediately prohibited and 
enjoined from subjecting inmates at the Attica Correctional 
Facility to physical abuse, torture, beatings or other forms 
of brutality, including verbal abuse and racial slurs, from 
threatening such conduct or from authorizing, sanctioning or 
permitting such conduct." 

Aiiy persons desiring a complete copy of this order 
may obtain same from the Superintendent's Office on request. 


- * . - - ^ - - 

/ErKes c L. Mon tan ye / 

Superintendent s' 


ELM/cas 
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Dale of ironscription_ 


^ttica Correctional Facility (ACF), 
and was advised that investigation was being conducted in 
an effort to determine how a court order issued by United 
States District Court Judge JOHN T. CURTIN, Western Dis¬ 
trict of New York, Buffalo, New York, on December 14, 1971, 
bad be en distributed or disseminated to employees of ACF. 

[ was then exhibited a copy of a memorandum, dated 
December 15, 1971, addressed l3, To Whom This May Concern ; tf , 
and signed VINCENT R. MANCUSI, Superintendent* \ Hwas 
also exhibited one cony each of a "Notice,” dated December 
14, 1971, and signed JOHN T. CURTIN, United States District 
Judge, and a court order consisting of three pages, dated 
December 14, 1971, and signed JOHN T. CURTIN, United States 
District Judge. 

_ stated that he distinctly recalls something 

of the above nature being on the employee’s bulletin board 
in the lobby of ti n? .A dm inistration Building at ACF during 

December, 1971. _added that he could not be sure that 

it was the same documents that he was exhibited and pointed 
out that the documents on the bulletin board explained to 
employees that a court order had been issued prohibiting 
them from physical abuse of inmates at ACF. 

further recalled that something very 
similar as the'documents exhibited to him and specifically 
the court order, dated December 14, 1971, was read t o all 
employees at roll call for a 72-hour period. could 

not definitely recall that this procedure sfcai’CUd on 
December 15, 1971, but it would appear that this is, in 
fact, vvhafc occurred by virtue of the contents of the 
rmemorandum that was exhibited to him. 


however 


r. commented thatT __ _ 

_KCF during the above period!~ j 

. . . ~[ACF during tEe a5ove period 

Lght be able to provide pertinent information. 


1/24/74— 


Ltfeica,—New-York- Fi,e * Buffalo—44 <59^ 
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Dote dictoted -J^3Q/74__ 


This document rontuin* neither recommendc.’tions nor conclusions o« the fBl. It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your ogemy; 
it ond its contents ere not to be distributed outside your agency. 













FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


BU 44-592 


Dote of transcription^ 2/21/74 


Hr. KARL P. PFEIL, Director of Correctional Camps, 
New York State Department of Correctional Services, furnished 
the following information: 

In December, 1971, he was Deputy Superintendent of 
the Attica Correctional Facility (ACF), Attica, New York. He 
recalls seeing a court order issued by United States District 
Judge, JOHN T. CURTIN, wherein individuals connected with the 
ACF were prohibited and enjoined from subjecting inmates at 
the ACF to physical abuse, torture, beatings, or other forms 
of brutality, including verbal abuse and racial slurs, from 
threatening such conduct or from authorizing, sanctionizing or 
permitting such conduct. He recalls that copies of this order 
were made and disseminated to employees of the ACF, which was 
his responsibility to have this order disseminated, but he 
does not specifically recall having done this. 


Roll call records for December, 1971, might have a 
copy of this order attached to them. If this were the case, 
the initials of the supervisor making the roll call should be 
on the copy of the attached order. These roll call records 
should be in the Chart Office at the ACF. 


Interviewed on_ 


2/15/74 _ 


Albany, New York 


File# AL 4V737 
Bu’f f a lo 44“ 59 2 



/dao_ 


.Dole dictoted 2/ 21/7 _ 
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that possible Sergeant, 
that day and among other 
CUBTIN’s order as above, 
pertinent information. 



[commanded the new men on 
rs. made them aware of Judge 
Icould furnish no other 
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Da!e of transcription. 


ter in 


Sergeant [ __ [Correction Officer 

was contacted at his place of employment: . .Attica ~~Correc- 
tional Facility (ACF). It is noted that has been a 

ion Officer fo r approximately the past 'ii years, 

_[was advised that investigation was being conducted 

In an effort to determine how a court order issued by 
United States District Court Judge JOHN T. CURTIN, Western 
District of New York, Buffalo, New York, dated December 14 
1971, was distributed or disseminated to employees of ACF. 

_. I stated that! 


se auc3.es 


stated that Lieutenant 
idurine the above 


period of time, and that Lieutenant } _ \ 

[ Albion Correctional Facility, Albion., Lew York. 

advised that he specifically recalls that 
the above co urt order was read by all shift commanders at 
ACF fox 1 a 72-hour period and that this, in fact, is standard 
procedure to disseminate matters of this nature o r any other 

orders which the Superintendent directs. L__1 further 

specifically recalled that each shift commander had initialed 
and dated a document indicating that they read the order. 
After thoroughly searching appropriate files in order to 
find a copy of the above initialed document, I I stated 

that bs was unable to locate it and added that ha hat pre¬ 
viously found i t and either gave the actual document or a 
copy thereof to[ 1 

the State of Nsw York Attorney General's cozrxc-'e ana xo 1 
located in Buffalo, New York, 

could not specifically recall that this 
reading T3y STTiir xouiiianders occurred in December, 1971, 
but thought that it had, and commented that he had probably 

occurred right after the receipt of the order by the 
institution. 


Interviewed on_ 


1/30/74— 


_Dote dictated_ 
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I |stated that he could not recall any other 

Correction Officer who might further be able to recall how 
the order was disseminated and cold provide no further 
pertinent information. 
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Dote of tronscription_ 


2/2/24. 


Lieutenant |Correction 

Officer, Albion Correctional facility, Albion, New York, 
was telephonically contacted at his place of employment 
and was advised that investigation was being conducted in 
an effort to determine how a court order issued by United 
States District Court Judge JOHN T. CURTIN, Western Dis¬ 
trict of New York, Buffalo, New York, on December 14, 

1971, was distributed or disseminated to employees of ACF« 


1971, 


Lieutenant 


advised that during December, 


Attica Correctional 


Facility (.ACF), and that among his duties at that time was 

•rvrrrrHryn officers who reported to 


to talk before all new 
ACFc In regard to this 
on December 27 s 


_ [ advised that if lie worked 

j. 9 he. would have talked to a grout? gj 
new correction officers reporting on that date* 


advised that on this occasion, he could have given tKaoT 
each a copy of the above order or he could have explained 
before the group the contents of the order, but he could 


not specifically remember having done either** 
not further specifically recall' having a set procedure 


COUld 


regarding advising new employees of the above order® 
|could furnish no further specific or pertinent 
information. 


Interviewed on_ 


JL/3U/74 


-ot _Attica^JNfiWLYork _ 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


.File * BuffaLo— 4 h« 59 . 2 - 


by_ 


SA 




_Dofe dictated. -2/5/74- 


b6 

b7C 
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Dote of fronscr 


Sergeant l_ _I Attica 

Correctional Facility (ACF/, was contacted at his place of 
employment and was advised that investigation was being con¬ 
ducted regarding how a court order issued by United States 
District Court Judge JOHN T. CURTIN, Western District of New 
York, Buffalo, New York, on December 14, 1971, was distributed 
or disseminated to employees of ACF, 

Jadvised normally the Chart Officer is 
responsible rnr end reading at roll call of each shift 
change any directives or orders which the Superintendent 
or other authority has directed toward Correction Officers. 

After searching records available to Sergeant 
I he advised that on December 16, 1971, Correction 
Officer| | worked the 7;00 A.K* to 3?00 P e M„ 

-in a ni ne-*- nr rno ihrvj1-it-y arid that on December 17, 

19'l|>i_,_[worked the same shift and was assigned tn the 

lobby rloor of the Administration Building. | |advlsad 

that at that time, any officer assigned to the lobby floor 
of the Administration Building would not be preseyfc-at—mil 
call but would go directly to his post. Sergeant 
further advised that some job assignments in a iUock require 
the officer to go directly to his post while others do not, 
,-a viH ore g would require the officer to be at roll call® 

1 advi sed that there is no feasible way to determine 
where| |was assigned .In A Block on I>aC|ipnhar 16 , 1971, 

and rr ns was present at roll call or not. . advised 

that the Chart Officer on December 16. 1 97iL 


Interviewed on_ 


-1/31/74-——AttIca»_New J 


.File #3uffala 44“o92 - 



pjc— 


Dote dictated -2/6/74- 

- 21 - 
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Ootc of tronscription 


Sergeant] _ _ |was recontacted 

and was advised that according to records at Attica _ 

Correct ional Facility (ACF), he was thel _ 

_ lan d that further, investigation dis¬ 
closed that he would have been the most likely person to 
have read a court order issued by United States District 
Court Judge JOHN T« CURTIN on December 14, J-&21—to. 
officers on duty at roll call at 7:00 A*M« then 

advised similarly as he had during prior interview, stating 
that he distinctly recalled the order being read by shift 
commanders at this time, and further distinctly recalled 
initialing and dating of a document to indicate that the 
order had been read. However, he still had been unable 
to locate tliis document® 
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Date of tronscription_ 


-2/ 7/ 74 


_ _ _ I New York 

State Attorney General*s Office, Donovan Building, Suite D, 
was contacted and was advised that investigation was being 
conducted in an effort to determine how a court order issued 
by United States District Court Judge JOHN T. CURTIN, on 
December 14, 1971, was distributed or disseminated at Attica 
Correctional Facility (ACF) to employees. | [was further 

advised that investigation load determined this order was 
possibly readd; roll call by shift commanders on December 15 f 
16, and 17, 1971, and that a document had previously been 
given to him which exhibited initials of those shift com¬ 
manders reading this document. 


distinctly recalled having found the above 

document and Sav ing had it in his possession during.hearings 
in early 1973 which were held before Ilaited .States Magistrate 


% 


dvised that 


EDMUND F. MAXUELLj Buffalo, New York._ 

he thought he still had this document and that he would 
search his records .in order to find it and would later 
recontact Agent and provide him with a copy of same. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


interviewed on - 2/4/74 


-Buffalo^- New-York- 


Fil 


6 * Buffalo- -44*59* 


by. 


■-S M 


h>^ 


_Dote dictated_?-/7 /74_ 


b6 

b7C 


- 23 “ 
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Date of transcription. 


Correction Officer, Time Records 
Section, Attica correctional Facility (ACF), was contacted 
at his p lace of emplo yment and advised that according to 
records maintained in his section of the prison, the 
following officers are the only ones who are still at ACF 
and who were among 25 officers who reported to the Facility 
for their first day on December 27, 1971: 



commented that all of the above p^rsc 
are currently "St the Facility on this date, except | 
who is on a regular day off.* I- 


nfervlewed on. 


-S/ 


~2/5/74 


Attica^ 


- 24 - 


_Date dictated. 


-File #Buf£alo__ 


1/&/.7 A- 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the.FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is looned *o your ooeru;/; 
it and its content' ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date of transcription . 4 

Cprrection Officer, 

IF ), was contacted at his 


2/8/74 


Attica Correctional FacTTTty ^aUF), was contacted at his 
place of employment, and was advised that a court order 
was issued by United States District Court Judge JOHN T. 
CURTIN, Buffalo, New York, on December 14, 1971, which 
was directed to all employees at ACF -and, prohibited physi¬ 
cal mistreatment of inmates at ACF. | [was further 

advised that this order was amended by stipulation on 
December 22, 1971, to include a prohibition against the 
same persons from using abuse and racial slurs” 

against inmate s of ACF. was also advised that in 

the near future, there would be a trial to determine if 
Correctional Officer | lis in violatio n of the 

above order, and therefore, in contempt of court. | 
was, further advised that investigation indicated that he 
and reported to ACF on the same date, for their first 

day or employment, December 27, 1971.1 was advised 

Agent wished to interview him regarding ills ^Aowledge of 
the above order and how he learned of it. 

_ stated that he knows and 

recalled that they attended the New York Stare FoTTee 
Academy at Albany, New York, together where they received 
training for their current positions.[ ]further 

recalled that he ha.d begun this training on December 6, 
1971; however, he could not specifically recall what date 
in December was his first day at ACF. 


A «a 4- p 

Li, L> V 


|_ ladvised that he was familiar with the 

above court order and thought that he had first heard of 
it through the news medi a, either the newspaper or a radio 
news broadcast. - ] [advised that ha does not really 

remember whan ha heara of tha above order but thought that 
ha had been employed at ACF for ”quite a while, before I 
heard about it.” 


be cor 


:imom 


[was advised that the i 
' in a trial situation. 


formation could 
is a white male. 



Interviewed on_ 


2/5/74 


A ttica, Ne w York 


rue # Buffalo -4-4-59 



_Dole dictated_ 
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Dale of tronscription_ 


l_ Correction Officer, 

Attica Correctional Facility (ACF), was contacted at his 
place of employment, and was advised that a court order 
was issued by United States District Court Judge JOHN T. 
CURTIN, Buffalo, New York, on December 14, 1971, which 
was directed to all employees at ACF and prohibited physi¬ 
cal mistreatment of inmates at ACF.f ]was further 

advised that this order was amended py stipulation on 
December 22, 1971, to include a prohibition against the. 
same persons from using “verbal abuse and racial slurs'* 
against inmates at ACF. f Iwas also advised that in 

the near future, there would he a trial to determine if 

Correctional Officer _ is in violation of the 

above order, and therefore, in contempt ot courtj 
was furth er advised that investigation indicated that ne 
and reported to ACF on the nnyn date for their first 

day tjt employment,. | | was advised 

Agent wished to interview him regarding his knowledge of 
the above order and how he learned of it. 

1 Ifitated that he knowsf 1 that 


1_ Jstated that he knows) that 

they attended the New York State Police Academy at Albany, 
New York, together beginning December 6, 1971, for training 
for their current positions. further recalled that 


his first day at ACF was Deceiao er / / r. i 97 
recall whether or not Lieutenant 
the new group of officers on December 
also stated that he could not recall ever 
above court order read to him by anyone. 


and could not 


having had the 


orde i 


1 in tiie beginning of 1973 or late 1972, }> |_[_ 

pointed out that around this time, either with his psyched' 
or trine card, he received a document desc ribing t he above 
order and indicating what it prohibited. further 

commented that approximately one year ago, semetning was 
read at officers roil call which described the above order 
and what it prohibited. 


s asked when he first heard of the above, court 
[stated that it was “months aftfsr my first d ay. 


Interviewed on_ 


File * Buffalo 44"59 2. 


_ Dote dicroted_ 


_ 2 / 1 / 74 _ 
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Date of transcripfion_ 


|_ I, Correction Officer, 

Attica Correctional Facility (ACFj, was contacted at his 
place of employment, and was advised that a court order 
was issued by United States District Court Judge JOHN T. 
CURTIN, Buffalo, New York, on December 14, 1971, which 
was directed to all employees at ACF.-a 2 d_nrahi.bited physi¬ 
cal mistreatment of inmates at ACF. |_ lv;as further 

advised that this order was amended by stipulation on 
December 22, 1971, to include a prohibition against the 
same parsons from using "verbal abuse and racial slurs” 
agai/ast inmates at ACF. | ]was also advised that in 

the near future, there would be a_ trial to determine if 

Correctional Offi cer! __ Jis in violatioiV-uiL_the_ 

above order, and therefore, in contempt of coiirt. j 
was further advised that, vnye-Vri gainim—indicated rhsr no- . 
retorted to ACF I 


__ ^ 1 was aavise 

Agent wlsiiao. to interview him regard ring his knowledge of 
the above order and how lie learned of it. 


advised that he knows 
recalled that He attende d^ the Ne w York i: 
at Albany, New York, with] peginnixp 

r training for his current position 


T oXice Academy 
ibex; 6, 1971, 
further 


I_jadvxsed that ha first heard of the above 

order through conversation with other correctional officers. 

1 pointed out that his first assignment at ACF was 
with “Viy Company,” which, at that time, contained inmates 

who_j described were those persons who ware suspected 

of committing criminal ants, during the riot by inmates at 
ACF in September, 1971. Jcould not further • -.specifi¬ 

cally comment on how a any days he had been employed before 
he heard of the above order, but stated that it was right 
after he began employment. 

stated that he did not receive anything 
in writing regarding the above order until about the Fall of 


Interviewed on 


Attica. New York 


-Buffalo 44-592 


.Dote dirtoioH _ 
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1972, when he received a document with his time card which 
described the order and what it prohibited. 


|_ I advised that he could not recall having 

the above order read to him on his first day of employment 
or ever having it read to him. 


|_ |was advised that the above, information 

could become testimony in a trial situation. 1 _[is 
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Dole of fronscription__ 


2/7/74 


[_Correction Officer, 

Attica Correctional Facility (ACF), was contacted at his 
place of employment, and was advised that a court order 
was issued by United States District Court Judge JOHN T. 
CURTIN, Buffalo, New York, on December 14, 1971, which 
was directed to all employees at ACF and pro hibited physi» 
cal mistreatment of inmates at ACF, |[was further 
advised that this order was amended by stipulation on 
December 22, 1971, to include a prohibition against the 
same persons from using “verbal abuse and racial slurs” 


same persons iron using "vs 
against inmates at ACF, | 
the near future , there woul 
Correctional Officer! 
above order, and therc'JS";'% 
wan further advised that-in 
and I reported to ACFf 


_J was also advised that in 
"off a trial to determine if 

is in violation-o£-fcbA_ 
HI corrieapt of c ourt, I 
■sfcigation indicated that he_ 


[gene v. T iche< 


.0 interview turn regarding his 


was advised 
lowledge of 


the above order and how ha learned of it« 

advised that he knows land 

that they attended the New York State FbXica Academy in 
Albany, New York, together, receiving training for their 


current positions, 


iurther advised ho recalled 


that his first day at ACF was December 27, 1971, 
[_inquired of contacting Agev/c whj 


L_J inquired of contacting Agev.t what generally 

the above court; order prohibited and was trad by contacting 
Agent that the order prohibited physical mi:?treatment of 
irecatas at ACF, as wall as verbal abuse, sir h as calling 

them racial type names._ then commented that at; the 

New York State Police Academy at Albany, He;? York, whan he 
received training for hit* currant position, he had ' tamed 
that h.& was to use force only against inmates in a self- 
defense situation. 

advised that he could not recall with any 
certainty when he first heard of the above court order, 
but guessed that he had been at ACF for approximately nine 
months before he heard of it. When asked how he heard of 


Interviewed on 


-2/5/74- 


_File # Bnffalo_44-5?2._ 


_Dote dictated 


_2/?/74 
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the above order,[ Jstated that he thi 

thrmirh co nver s ation vn .th othe r correctio: 

could not further recall if th 
been read to him or a synopsis of it. 
out, however, that many directives, inscrucci 
orders which are issued by the Superintendent 
to officers at roll call and-±.ba±._ihe above o 
have be en - nf these; but di d no 

recall. 1_could not further recall 

received a synopsis of the above order or 
with his time card or paycheck, but again 
that announcements are distributed in thi 


was advised that: the abc 


C f5 hhc 
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Date of tronscription. 


Senior Law Investigator, New York 
State Attorne y General - a Office, Donovan Building, was 
recontacted. |advised that he still believes 

the document containing initials of shift commanders at 
Attica Correctional Facility (AGF) indicating they had read 
a court order in December, 1971, at shift change, is in the 
possession of JOHN STENGER, Attorney at Law, Buffalo, New 
York, who is currently representing*Correctio nal Officers 

^ _ _ _| continued that 

he had contacted STENGER in an effort to secure thi g dem- —. 

sent and that Mr. STENGER has not recontacted hits. |_| 

assured contacting Agent t hat bp w ould locate this document 
and provide a copy of it. Indicated that Mr. STENGER 

due to numerous commitments, has probably not had an 
opportunity to search for the requested document. 

pointed out that the. possibility exists the 
pertinent aocunent may he in the possession of United States 
Magistrate Et&HX&D F. MAXWELL since it could have been intro¬ 
duced as an exhibit during hearings held .in this matter 

previously before the Magistrate. _ concluded by 

stating that, he would recontact Mr. STENGER and continue his 
efforts to secure the requested document. 


Interviewed on _2/20/74 


- Buffalo!.-Hew York_ fh. * JBufralo. 


.Dole dicto»ed-_ 


- 32 
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BU 44-592 Date of tronscription. —2/25/74 


United States Magistrate EDMUND F. MAXWELL, U. S. 
Court House, was contacted and was advised that contacting 
Agent was attempting to secure a document allegedly con¬ 
taining initials of shift commanders at Attica Correctional 
Facility (ACF), Attica, New York, indicating that they had 
read at shift change a court order which had previously been 
issued by United States District Court Judge JOHN T. CURTIN 
in December, 1971. 

After reviewing records available to the Magistrate, 
he advised that no document as above was marked for exhibit 
or introduced as an exhibit during hearings which he held 
regarding this matter. 


Inferv iewed 


2/20/74---°' —Buffalor-New-Yorlc 


File # -Buffalo--A4^-53L2- 



This document contains nedher recomm encJotlons nor conclusions of She FBi. If 
i* ood ds contents ore not »0 be distributed outside your agency. 
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LHAKAUCK UT 


INMATES OF ATTICA - VICTIMS 


REFERENCES: Report of S/j dated 2/25/74 ■ Cl 

at Buffalo. Vg 

New York nitel to Buffalo, dated 2/25/74 (10). ff 
Pittsburgh airtel to Buffalo s dated 2/25/74 (iOX.^ff 
New York nitel to Buffalo, dated 3/4/74 (10). AOt 
New York airtel to Buffalo, dated 3/5/74 (10). a nj 1 
Pittsburgh nitel to Buffalo, dated 3/14/74 (I0) ! .\jj| 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 5c~l NONE irnm-r 

_________£hd_ _ Auvjun- CASE HAS BEEN: 

FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS 

PENDING OVER ONE YE/ 
PENDING PROSECUTION 
OVER SIX MONTHS 
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Bureau (44-50605) 

1 - USA, Buffalo 

2 - Alexandria (44-134) 

1 '• New Y*rk (44-2036) (Info) 
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2 - Buffalo (44-592) i 
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Request Rcra 
Date I'wd. 


How F wd. 



q u APR & 1974: 


COVER PAGE 


















# • 

BU 44-592 
LEADS 


ALEXANDRIA 

AT SPRINGFIELD, VIRGINIA 


Will interview VINCENT R. MANCUSI, 6927 Conservation 
Drive, as set forth in referenced Pittsburgh nitel, dated 
3/14/74. 

BUFFALO 


AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

Will maintain contact with AUSA [__ 

WDNY, advising him of results of investigatto nr. onduttprl 
an expeditious basis. 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 

All persons interviewed during this investigation 
were advised that it was being conducted at the specific re¬ 
quest of the U. S. Department of Justice. 


Information copies of this report are being fur¬ 
nished New York and Pittsburgh in view of past investigation 
conducted by these divisions in this matter-. 


It is noted that AUSA| WDNY, 

Buffalo, New York has been advised on a same day or next day 
basis of the results of inv estiga tion conducted in this 
matter. 
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UMTED STATES DEPARTMENT OFi^STICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA'nKj 


Copy to: 


Report of: 
Date: 


1 - USA, Buffalo 


■372277r 


Field Office File #: 44—592 


Character: 


Synopsis: 


Details: 


Office: Buffalo, New York 


Bureau File #: 44-50605 



INMATES OF ATTICA - VICTIMS 


Character: CIVIL RIGHTS 


Efforts to locate former Attica Correctional Facility 
(ACF) S u perin t en dent VINCENT R. MANQ U SI. neg at ive to 

I— I _ ^ _ 1 

[Interviewed and advised court order issued by 
USDC Judge JOHN T. CURTIN, dated 12/14/71, was posted 
on employees’ bulletin board at ACF and that prison 
regulations require any such order so posted to be 
read at each employees 1 roll call for a 72 hour period. 

Document located indicating a reading of notice of _ 

this order occurred 12/23-26/71.f 

according to prison records, was on a scnaauieci vaca- 
tion during 12/23-26/71. 

- P - 

By communication dated February 25, 1974, 
the Pittsburgh Division of the Federal Bureau of Inves¬ 
tigation (FBI), advised that efforts to locate and inter¬ 
view VINCENT R* MANCUSI. who was reported to be residing 
with HD 


J ennsyl vania, 


>een unsuccesstuj 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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By communication dated March 14, -1974. the 


Pittsburgh Division as above, advised that] 


as above, had been contacted and had advised' thatj|~ 


□ 


Mr. and Mrs. VINCENT R. MANCUSI had returned to tlrexr nome; 
6927 Conservation Drive, Springfield, Virginia. 

On March 4, 1974, Mar ch 7. 1974 and March 21, 1974, 

Assistant United States Atto rney _]_Western 

District of New York, Buffalo, New York, was contacted in 
order that he could be advised of the results of investigation 


On March 21, 1974, 


conducted in this matter. 

:ion be conducted to determine 
had worked at Attica Correctional Facility, 


3 


Atbica, New York between December 23 to 26^. 1 971 and if so, 
his job assignments on that day. pointed out that 

this investi gation would in fact nelp determine the possibility 
that]_ |was given notice of the court order in this matter. 
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LEON J* VINCENT, Superintendent, Green Haven 
Correctional Facility, Stormville, New York, was advised 
of the identify of the interviewing agent and that inquiry 
wa3 being conducted in an effort to determine if a court 
order issue* by United States District Court CUSDC) Judge 
JOHN T, CURTIN, Western District of Mew York, dated 
December 14, 1971 had been disseminated to employees 
of Attica Correctional Facility, on or about December 15, 
1971. 

Mr* VINCENT advised there was no question that 
the above orders had been posted on the bulletin board 
near the time, clocks for the employees to read. He advised 
he would have to assume that the orders had been read to 
each of the shifts over a 72 hour period in that regula¬ 
tions required that any posted notices be read at each 
roll call during that period. 

Ha further advised that in view of the time 
period in which the orders had been issued, officials of 
the Facility would have complied most carefully with the 
set procedures. 

He stated the Chart Office at Attica Correctional 
Facility should have a copy of the orders, and that it 
would reflect the initials of the Sergeant or Lieutenant 
who read the orders and the tines of such readings. 

Mr* VINCENT advised that at that time, ha had 
been Deputy Superintendent of Attica Correctional 
Facility. 
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Dote of tronscription 


3/22/74 


Senior Law Investigator, New York 
State Attbmey General s' Office, Donovan Building, Suite D, 
was contacted and provided one copy of a letter, dated 
December 23, 1971 addressed to "To All Employees" and signed 
VINGENT R. MANCUSI. I ~ Istated that the dates at the 
bottom of this letter indicate the dates that this letter 
was read to employees of Attica Correctional Facility (ACF), 
Attica, New York by Shift Commanders at roll call, who also 
initialed these entries. 



b7C 


| |also provided one copy of a notice directed 

to inmates of ACF signed JOHN T. CURTIN, United States District 
Judge and dated December 14, 1971. 

Copies of both of the above documents are being 
made a part of this interview report. \ I commented that 

he had obtained these copies from JOHN ?T TKN??1 !!r, A ttorney at 
Law, Buffalo, New York , who I s r epresenting employees of 
ACF in this matter. [7 _ Hst ated that it was his under¬ 

standing that both o r the ' a bove d ocuments w ere read at the 
indicated roll calls. 


Interviewed on, 


3/21/74 


at Buffalo, New Y ork_ Fi i. # Buffalo 44-592 



Date dictoted 


3/22/74 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions ol the FBI. It is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it end its contents ore not to bo distributed outside your agency. 
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OFFICE 0? THE SUPERINTENDENT 


December 23, 1971 


TO ALL EMPLOYEES: 


In accordance with a decision by the Honorable 
John T. Curtin, United States District Judge in CIV-1971-410,, 
it is necessary that you are aware of the notice which is being 
passed out on December 23, 1971 to every inmate of the Attica 
Correctional Facility.. 

Further, you are directed that a report should be 
mate of “any inmate who offers verbal.-abuse or racial slurs to 
you. In this report, include the names of any employee 
witnesses present. 


;) ./ t 

' ' > •/•><•— ■ wv • ’If. I' u . ■ t 

Vincent R. Maneusi 
Superintendent 


VEM/cas 


cc:' yChart' Office’ -'To be .read at roll calls for 72 hours, 

document who reads, it,and. make a report. 


Deputy Superintendent 




VM 


/lAv /'• 
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INITIATES OF THE ATTICA CORRECTIONAL 
FACILITY, et. al., 

Piaanti f Ji s 

vs. 

NELSON EwC-aDFEnLER, Governor, Stace 
of New York,- et. al., 


NOTICE 

*Civ. 1971-410 


Defendants 


Several inmates of the Attica Correctional Facility 
have started an action against State officials in 
the United States District Court for the Western 
District of New York. They complain of mistreatment 
by State personnel in the period beginning 
September 13, 1371. 


The inmates have been allowed to sue on their own 
behalf and on behalf *f all inmates at the Attica 
Correctional Facility, including you. If you do not 
wish to be part of this action, you should write a 
letter to Judge John T. Curtin, 614 United States 
Court House, Buffalo, New York 14202, stating that 
you do not want to take part in the suit. 


The Court has ordered that the defendants, their 
agents and employees, including State Police and 
Department of Correctional Services personnel, be 
immediately prohibited and enjoined from subjecting 
inmates at the Attica Correctional Facility to 
physical abuse, torture, beatings or other forms of 
brutality, including verbal abuse and racial slurs, 
from threatening such conduct or from authorizing, 
sanctioning or permitting such conduct. 


The Court will continue to exercise jurisdiction 
in the action. 


/s/ John T. Curtin 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 


Dated; December 14, 1971 


6* 











U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574 












BU 44-592 


LEAD 


BUFFALO 


AT BUFFALO, MEW YORK 


Will naintain contact with APSA l _ _ _ [ 

Western District of How York, Buffalo, in order "to Tb 11 ow and 
report further court proceedings in this natter and conduct 
any investigation requested. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

. Buffalo, New York 
April 16, 1974 


AiSO 5J10WT1 AS,- 

INMATES OF ATTICA - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


b6 
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On Anri1 1 


1974, Assistant United States Attorney 
(AUSA)| | Western District of New York, Buffalo, 

New York, was contacted and was advised of the results of 
interview of VINCENT R. MANCUSI, former Superintendent, Attica 
Correctional Facility, Attica, New York. 


On April 3, 1974, AUSA 


advised that 


Judge JOHN T. CURTIN, United States District court, Buffalo, 

New York, had set April 22, 1974, as the day for the Government 
and Defense Counsel to appear in court in order that a trial 
date could be set in this matter. 
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On April 15, 1974, AUS4 
which time he advised this matter 


was recontacted, at 
continues to be in a pre-trial 


b6 
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stage and that he would request no further investigation at 
this time. 


3'MS document contains ncMber 
reoci»n.er dati?ns nor concTir.ions of 
th'< PET, It is the property of 
the FBI and is loaned to your agency, 
it and its contents are not to be 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATOR 


Oat* of tronscrlplion. 


VINCENT R. HANCUSI, former Superintendent, Attica 
Correctional Facility, (ACF), Attica, New York, was inter¬ 
viewed at his residence, 6927 Conservation Drive, where he 
furnished the following information: 

He stated sometime ago, on either December 14 or 
December 15, 1971, when he was Superintendent of ACF, he 
was informed of the decision of JOHN T. CURTIN, U.S. District 
Judge, Western District of New York State, in the case, 
"Iimiates of Attica Correctional Facility versus Nelson 
Rockefeller, Governor of the State of New York;"and a copy 
of the Judge's decision was presented to him, either by a 
U.S. Marshal or he received the order by mail, with instruc¬ 
tions for him to disseminate the entire contents of the order 
to his staff and security force for the ACF. 


order 


He stated that immediately after he received the 
discussed the contents of it in his office with 


b6 | 
:■ b7C 


After the discussion, he prepared an adequate 
number of copies of the order and distributed them as 
follows: , 

A. One copy was prepared with a memorandum at¬ 
tached, and addressed to all of the shift commanders, the 
names of whom he could not recall. 

This copy was hand carried by a courier who was 
under instructions from him to present this copy to the 
current shift commanders and have the commanders initial 
the receipt of this order. 

The general instructions outlined on HANCUSI's 
memorandum attached to this order read to the following 
effects 


frlenrlewed on_ 3/26/74 


n i Springfield. Virginia rn» * AX 44-134 



.Oats dictated. 


3/27/74 


Ibis document contains neither recommendations nor Conclusions of the FBI. ft Is (he properly cf the FBI and is loaned !o your agency) 
ft and its contents ore no) to b. distributed outside your agency. 
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1. It instructed the shift commanders to initial 
the receipt of the order. 

2, Read it aloud in its entirety to every shift 
within the following 72 hours, so that every 
employee will be made aware of the order’s 
contents. 

3* Shift commanders were instructed to pass the 
order to the relieving shift commander so 
that he could implement his instructions at 
the beginning of his shift. 

/ B. He ordered that a copy of this order be placed 
on the bulletin board in the Administration Building so that 
employees could take notice of the order before they signed 
in for work. - 

He stated he is sure that a copy of the order 
was placed on the bulletin board as he so ordered. 

C. He also stated that he had some 500 copies of 
the order prepared and placed in the lobby of the Main Ad¬ 
ministration Building near the punch clock so that in¬ 
dividual copies of the order would be available for the 
employees who desired them. 

He further stated that he could not ascertain if 
every security employee actually received a copy of the 
order; however, he stated every available means were utilized 
to disseminate the contents of the order to the employees. 

He also stated he is aware of the possibility 
that some of the security employees may have been off, during 
the 72 hours in which the order was read, on sick leave, 
or absent for some other reason. He stated at the time the 
order was being disseminated,'these possibilities were not 
realized. 

He also stated he is aware of one, 

Sergeant, ACF, who denied-hearing or seeing the order. Tz 
is his belief that | |may not have been present durin g 

the 72-hour period in which tne order was read. He stated 
nevertheless, a copy of the order remained on the bulletin 
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board in the lobby of the Main Administration Building for 
an indefinite period of time, and all employees are re¬ 
quired to read the bulletin board as a matter of standard 
operating procedure . i 

He also stated, during the period in which he was 
the Superintendent of ACF, there were three main shifts 
and these shifts were commanded by highly capable captains 
or lieutenants whom he entrusted to carry out his orders. 

He concluded by saying he has been in corrections 
work for the past 38 years, and while working in this capacity 
he was of the philosophy that he was an officer of the law; 
he carried out the law In accordance with the penal codes 
for the jurisdiction in which he worked, and he maintained 
the highest standards at all times. 
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Date: 


5/10/74 


Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

_ AIR MAIL 

(Priority) 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 
C, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 




CR 

(00: BUFFALO) 


ICTIMS 


Re Buffalo airtel to Bureau, dated 5/8/74. 

For the information of Bureau and San Francisco 
trial date in captioned matter has been changed to Mav^22, 


r~\ 

%l. - Bureau (AM) 
2 - San Francisc 


2 - San Francisco (AM) pX f 
2 - Buffalo . */> 

JLB:kms 

( 6 ) • 


REG 2^/y^ 50 J4 

o rx U2, f d'T 


Oft 


M&Y 13 1374 




Fry/' 


Approved: 


Special Agerflf in Charge 
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Date: 5/8/74 


Transmit the following in 

Via AIRTEL _ 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

_AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 





SH 


TO; DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 
FROM: SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 


INMATES OF ATTICA - VICTIMS 
CR 

(00: BUFFALO) 



v_-", 

// . 


H. 


Tr 

5/29/74. SA 


Re Buffalo airtel to the Bureau, dated 4/16/74. 

ma tter is scheduled to conmence 


,f~ ___"_ pres ence is required at this 

trial because lie took photographs of the area at Attica Correc¬ 
tional Facility, Attica, New York, where the alleged brutality 

J_1_ A TTO A 1 ”1 TT. _ _ ■_I ^ XT_TT_ 


AUSAf 


Western District of New York, 


took place. 

Buffalo, New York’, desires to introduce these photographs at 
time of trial. . 

toL - 6;i/. <> 


2 J Bureau (AM) 

- San Francisco (AM) 
2 - Buffalo 



JLB:pjc 

(6) 


fiiC-77//^/' S OLOS 
&'Ug 


£ 


;I4 MAY 11 1S74 



Approved: V 


0 
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^ -Ipecial Agent in Charge 


Sent 
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It is noted that SA^_ 


Language School at Monterey, 


exact date 


£>UrpaU-*nU-^a 

SA 1 

n rranci 

nratanffl 

Buffalo. SA 



is currently attending 
utornia. 

ico will be advised of the 
will be required, when deter* 
will report at Buffalo, UACB. 
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Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


Date: 5/14/74 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIR MAIL 


(P riority) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 

FROM: Sp.0, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 



CR 

(00: BUFFALO) 


Re Buffalo airtel to Bureau, 5/10/74. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of an 
LHM re captioned matter. 

One copy of this LHM has been furnished to 
the United States Attorney, Buffalo, New York. 


BUFFALO 

AT BUFFALO. NEW YORK 


Will maintain contact with AUSA _ 

WDNY, in order to follow and report further court 
proceedings in this matter and conduct any/investigation 
requested. ^ 

/, //mews#* ■(. lL ' A 

Bureau (Encs. 47 w TAM) ^ I jf 


"2 - Buffalo 

JLB:kms 

(4) 


f j/.tv 

. At £ 


May 171974 


*/' \ 





y-D 


wmw A<f&nt in Charge 


_M Per- 
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In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Buffalo, New York 
May 14, 1974 


INMATES OF ATTICA - VICTIMS 

ClVIt RIGHTS 


On Ap ril 
Attorney (AUSA)I 
New York (UDNY T t 
advised that, he 


1Z^L£24^ 


Assist ant United States 
Hue stern District of 


Biittaio, new 7orR, was contacted and 
anticipated that U. S. District Court 
(USDC) Judge JOHN T. CURTIN, UDNY, Buffalo, New York, 
would set a tri al date i n captioned matter on April 
22, 1974. A USA] |re quested that the location of 

five Government witnesses in this matter be verified 
in order that he would be in a position to advise 
USDC Judge CURTIN that the Gover nment was able to 
proceed on an expeditious basis 
the following information reg, 


rdmg 


TFie 


se 


then provided 
witnesses: 


Attica Correctional Facility 
transferred to Ossining 


(ACF) Inmate NuxaEe - , . 

Correctional Facility (OCF). Ossi ning. New York, 

I IACF Innate Number 


_1 transfer reel bo Greenha ye n Correctional 

F a cili ty a §tnyp;v i.lie, New York, 1 


ACF Inmate Hump 

to t-Peat Mea dow Correctional Fa 
J_and now believed to 


Stumper I 
?ac il.it 


T 


y» 

an 


Cornsroc 


transferred 
New Yor! 


Eastern New York 


3 

be an Inmate at the 

Correctional Facility, Napanoch, New Yo 


inmate, Erie County Jail, Buffalo 


r 

ork: 
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enclosure 












CIVIL RIGHTS 


New York. 


I imitate, Erie County Jail, Buffalo, 


On April 17, | _|Deputy Sheriff 

Erie County. JAil- tv,-. flair. Sail 

as above of I 


jaiso indicated mat tnese two prisoners 
ar e b el n g he id f*r Auburn Correctional Facility, 

Auburn, New York, and that he did not expect them to be 
transferred in the near future. 


On April ,18, 1974. I 
New York, advised thatI 
transferred 

Faci 3 . ity, Bannetnora, New York. 


_| as above, was 

to Clinton Correctional 


On April 18, 1974, Eastern 

New York Cory^— i . Vf-ir - fl&panocTT, New York, 
advised that as above, had been 

paroled t o tfte O TO TOdl V H T zip s Nev; York State De par tment 
of Correctional Services, Division of Parole, [ 

New York, and that tms 
parole was elTecfive until September, 1979. 

On April 18, 1974, the New York Division of the 
FBI advised by communication that records of the Greenhaven 
Corr ectiona . Facil ity. Stormville, New York, indicated 
that is currentl y iucar cerated at this 

prtsP TT MTKI TTIffertU Number | | 

On April 19, 1974, the Albany, New York, Division 
of the FBI advised by communication that records of 
Haaiaaxuii iegu,i t Albany, New York, disclosed that 

as above, is currently an inmate at 
L tinton correct J o pn i Fnc-T I i ty, Dannemora, New York, and 
has Inmate Number I 1 

















CIVIL RIGH T? 


On April 19, 1974, 
Division of Parole. New York* 


t J_ -- 


rTTTTT 


New Yox*k State 
York, advised that 


New York. 


On April 19, 1974, _ 
advised regarding the current 
witnesses as above. 


AU SAl 

location of all 


was 


Government 


was 

"xjT - ! 


'the 


On April 22, 1974, AUSA 

contacted and advised that he ana tne attorney ror 
defendants in this' matter had appeared at IJSDC, Buffalo, 

New York, on this date and that the setting of a trial 
date had been adjourned by USDC Judge CURTIN in order 
that the court could consider motion made T*y the Government 
that there existed a conflict of interest with the present 
defense attorney. No date was set for the 'next court 
appearance in this matter. 


On Hay 1, 1974, AUSA 


was contacted 
and advised that ha had been in communication with 
USDC Judge CURTIN who had advised that trial was currently 
set to begin in this matter on May 29, 1974 and that he was 
nol going to consider the above Government motion any 
further and was going to let the present defense attorney 
continue. 


On May 9, 1974, AUSA| _ Requested 

that Investigation be conducted to verify the location 
of two additional Gove rnment v;it nesses and provided the 
following information for them: 


tranafarriZ to Great 
Comstock, New York. 
also known as [ 
transferred GreaTT Me allow 
Meadow Inmate Number! 


|ACF Inmate Number 
Meadow"Cnrrpf.r j anal Facility. 


197 2 r 


December 27. _ 

]ACF Inmate ETuaSSrl 
Jorrec tional Facility, Great 


t 
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CIVIL RIGHTS 


I | advised tha.t reliable information 

available t o El m indicates both of these individuals 
are currently on parole which is being supervised 
from the New York State Parole Office at 314 West 40th 
Street, New York City, New York. 

On May 10, 1974, AUSA was contacted and 

advised that USDC Judge CURTIN had resef~the trial 
date in this matter for May 22, 1974. 

On May 13^ 1974, Parole Officer ! 

New York State Parole Office, 314 We st 4uEVi Street. 

New York City, New Y ork, advised tha t!_J, 

currently resides at | 

C A. -A A-W r\ 4- U-» /-> 4-- W A —I I UA NA TTT 1 

INt-Vv >. U r tv • utiu WUUu i iC tv x x j.cOxuw U.L 


t:h i n aririress 

until June l, i l j/4. Parole (Jttic 


j- 

of the same office, advised that 



f Puerto 

Rico, and due to return to Hew York City on May 25, 1974. 


and nrovl 


On May 14, 1974, AUS; 


|was contacted 
as above regarding 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

i.iuY 1 51974 

r" ' 

XELEJYEE 


10:55PM NITEL MAY 15, 1974 DMB 


DIR EC 


C^R 


(44-50605) 


' I T 

a r 


FROM 


SAN FRANCISCO 
BUFFALO (44-592) (P) IP 



00: BUFFALO 


REMYAIRTELS TO BUREAU, MAY 8 AND 10, 1974, 


ON MAY 15, 1974, AUSA 
REQUESTED THAT S/ 


WDNY, BUFFALO, 
APPEAR AT BUFFALO BY ONE 


FM, MAY 22, 1974, FOR PRETRIAL CONFERENCE AND TESTIMONY IN 


CAPTIONED MATTER. SA 
END 

RXH FBI HQ ACtt-FOR-ONE 


WILL APPEAR, UACB. 




'i Asnoc. 

' Sep.-A.Ix-ftfflfc. 

i Dep.-A.'D Iiiv._ 

! Asst Hi : 

Admin. — 

Cnmp • * ... 

! Ext. A f 

1 Fii gfcv- 

G*> 

. - 

I In so rption- 

fUr-CO.. -- 

I Laboratory_ 

jj Plan. & EvaL 

jj Spec. Inv. -- 

{ TV •'lining — 

| I.ciia' - 

! Te-cpi nc r. , 
1 Director Sc Ay _ 



■j^ yj 



;.i/ 




REQ-C3 


,s MAY 17 1 S 74 


4*JUN 3lSMi 
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Date: 5/23/74 


Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIR MAIL 


(Priority) 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 
SAC, BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 



(00: Buffalo) 


Re Buffalo airtel to Bureau, 5/14/74 and 
Buffalo nitel to Bureau, 5/15/74. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
three copies of an LHM regarding captioned matter. 

One copy of this LHM has been furnished to 
the USA, Buffalo, New York. 

This matter is being kept in a pending status 
at Buffalo in order that proper disposition can be made 
of bulky exhibits obtained during the course of 
investigation. When this disposition has been made, 
this case will be closed administratively. 


LEAD 


BUFFALO 


R£C67 


-SO60S- 


AT BUFFALO, NEW Y<1 


Will determine ] grofeer disposition oflbvil^y 
exhibits obtained J.n thi£ rMftjfeer. 

\ V c . j *** 

2 - Bureau (Encs. 4) '< - • k \ /~\ 

1 - Buffalo / ' 

JLB: dms - '• % \ I C K / 


special Agent in Charge 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Buffalo, Meu York 
May 23, 1374 


INMATES OF ATTICA - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
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(AUSAf 

•r i. , -g-g _ 


On Mav 97. 1974, Assistant United States Attorney 


Western District of New York (WDNY), 
buffalo, New York, was contacted and advised that on that 
date in United States District Court, Buffalo, New York, 

Judge JOHN T. CURTIN dismissed pending charges ag ainst 
f "lpointed 

out mar tne reason tor tnis dismissal was mar ail- 

available Government witnesses who were inmates at Attica 
Correctional Facility when this alleged incident occurred, 
elected to take their 5th Amen dment Constitutional right 
not to testify. AUSA|Quoted that all of these same 


persons are currently cnargea by the State of New York 
with criminal acts they allegedly perpetrated during the 
riot by Attica Correctional Facility inmates in September, 
1971. 


AUSA 


stated that he did not anticipate 


any further prosscurTTre acLion in this matter. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBIo It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency c 







b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 












0-J9 (Rev,;. 1-30-74) 


y 


P 


t 


Assoc. Dir. _ .i_. 

Dep. AP Adm. 

Dep. AD Inv. 
Asst. Dir.: 

Admin._ 


AUGUSTS. 1S74 



Comp. Syst. _ 

Ext. Affairs_ 

Files & Com. _ 

Gen. Inv. _ 

Ident._ 

Inspection_ 
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By Joe Walker 

( M.S. New York Bureau) 


BUFFALO, N.Y. - The 
Attica Brothers recently won 
an historic jury challenge 
when Erie County Judge 
Gilbert King threw out more 
than 100,000 names from the 
county jury pool because of 
discrimination against 
prospective jurors. 

THAT AMOUNTS to S5 per 
cent of the jury pool and makes 
i4) unlikely that sufficient 
. names can be added before the 
Fall of this year. Judge King 
ibund that women and students 
had been illegally excluded 
from the pool and struck art 
"people who were on the jur^ 
list for service before Jan. h] 
1974. 

The court action was 
brought by the Fair Jury 
Project (FJP), a research 
team working in association 
with the Attic a B rothers Legal 
Defense JABLD) which 
conducted a comprehensive 
study of the jury selection 
-process in Erie County for the 
purpose of determining 
whet her the 61 inmate 
indictees in the Attica cases 
Jlould be granted their 
constitutional right to jurors 

\oc\. o-q We. 
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M » lit *11 tm: t Mill! Illiint V. 

4&uuUividonce and testimony 
showed that women were 
under-represented by 68 per 
cent, young people by 84 per 
cent and Blacks by 34 per cent. 
|The FJP study was supervised 
t>y Beth Bonora. a law clerk 
$nd student; Marty Feinrider. 
^ former instructor of 
sociology at the State College 
■Of Fredonia and at Canisus 
College; and Tom Antenucci, 
graduate of Harvard College. 

THEY WORKED in close 
Consultation with Joel Rose, 
assistant director of the 
\ Survey Research Center at the 
■ state University at Buffalo; 
(George Dowdell, asst. 

:professor of sociology at tin's 
State College at Buffalo; Jay 
S^chulman, adjunct professor of 
sociology at New Rochelfe 
Cpllege and at Union Graduate 
School— renown for his work 
in the Camden 28 case; David 
_KairX5,. r Cftunsel to the ABBD 
and a Cornell University 
graduate with substantial 
background in probability and 
statistics; and Jack Kiefer, 
professor of mathematics at 
Cornell. 

Last May 28, the court 
hearing on the jury challenge 
began. Judge King handed 
down his decision on June 27. 
William Gaitor, director of 
BUILD, testifying to 
discrimination against Blacks 
in the Erie County jury’ 
selection system, was the] 
conclu ding witness for the 
rJR 
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fjTHE TESTIMONY showed 
that at the only point where 
jury commissioners had the 
opportunity to exclude persons 
from jury service, a 
significant number of Black 
people were in fact excluded 
for no justifiable reason 
Helen Inglis, former deputy 
commissioner, testified that 
she disqualified people, who 
had “sloppy handwriting ” or 
what she considered to be “bad 
mental attitudes.” Most of 
those people live in the Black 
areas of Buffalo. Even beyond 
this, staff members of _ the 
project found cards in the jury 
file with “Negro” written on 
' them. 

Unrebutted testimony was 
also given by members of the 
jury commissioner’s staff 
which verified systematic 
discrimination against women. 
The clerks from the office 
testified that they skipped ■ 

. names of women and picked 
male names instead when 
choosing who to mail to from 
the voter registration lists. 

ONE OF THE clerks, Shirley 
Gilbert, who has been working 
in the office for 13 years, said 
fhe was instructed to choose" 
rnale names in this manner. 

' Ms. Inglis testified that she 


though there is no basis in the 
—Um.for this practice. 

Former jury commissioner 
Joseph Carroll testified that he 
disqualified people because 
they had been arrested for 
such things as traffic tickets, 
disorderly conduct or public 
intoxication. The judiciary law 
specified that there must be a 
conviction for a serious crime 
• to prevent jury duty selection. 

Mrs. Inglis further testified 
that she gave exemptions to 
persons who had not requested 
. them, including clergymen and 
newsmen. In one case, she 
disqualified someone for 
having seen a psychologist. In 
another, she disqualified a 
Puerto Rican who had lived in 
the country for 23 years; 
because she assumed he could 
not speak English. j 

. BIG BLACK (Frank Smith)^ 
who heads the Buffalo office of 
the ABLD (147 Franklin. St., 
i Buffalo, N.Yi 14202 - 716-856- 
0302), commenting on the jury 
I challenge decision, said, 
“We’ll go to trial if we must, 
but justice will not be had until 
all the indictments are 
dismissed.” 

-"Herbert X Blyden, who is the 

director of the New York City 


| Ms. Inglis testified that she office of ABLD (126 W. 119th 

>St., N.Y., N.Y. 10026:212-662- 
15 H92) was asked by 

Muhammad Speaks if the 
former N.Y. Governor Nelson 
Rockefeller—widely-known as 
the Butcher of Attica—was 
now off the hook.,*-"■ 
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Attica trialsTb start as 
national protests mount 

Special to the Daily World 

NEW YORK, Aug. 30 — The Attica trials, most complicated and unparalleled jn 
the history of the U.S., are scheduled to begin Tuesday at the Special and Extraordinary 
Court term in Buffalo. Some 21 of the 61 indictees, all Attica prisonorsgr ex-prisoners. 
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will appear. 

The trials come almost three 
years to the day after the Attica 
Massacre of September 13, 1971, 
after inmates at the Attica State 
Prison rose up against the degra¬ 
dation, racism and repression of 
the state prison system. 

The massacre, by prison guards 
and including some 1,000 state 
police called in to quell the upris¬ 
ing, left 43 inmates and guards 
dead. 

Public outrage against the mas¬ 
sacre and the state prison system 
has grown since then, with dem¬ 
onstrations and rallies across the 
nation. Rallies will be held in 
major U.S. cities to commemo¬ 
rate the third anniversary of the 
prison uprising. 

New York memorial 

Here in New York, a memorial 
event will be held at the Union 
fTheological Seminary, 120th St. 
and Broadway, on Fricay, Sept. 13 
at 7:30 p.m. 

1 Addressing the commemora¬ 
tion will be defense attorneys 
Mfrtin Stolar, James Carroll, and 
former U.S. Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark. Other speakers 
are: Sonia Sanchez, Askia M. 
Toure. Queen Mother Moore. 
Melvin Van Peebles and the Rev. 
Frederick Kirkpatrick. 

Entertainment will be provided 
by Archie Shepp, Black Musical 
and El Grupo, and the invocation 
will be given by Brother Herbert 
Blyde^_Attica indictee and chair¬ 



man of the Attica Brothers Legal 
Defense (ABLD). 

Following the memorial, buses 
will leave New York at midnight 
for Buffalo, where a rally will be 
held at noon in front of the Erie 
County Court House, scene of the 
trials. Information and tickets to 
Buffalo can be obtained through 
the New York defense office at 126 
West 119th St. or by phoning 662- 
1192 or 677-1552; or at the National 
Alliance Against Racist and Poli¬ 
tical Repression office, 150 Fifth 
Avenue, phone 234-8555. 

Davis, Bellecourt to speak 

Among the speakers at the Buf¬ 
falo rally will be Angela Davis 
and Clyde Bellecourt, co-chair- 
persons of the NAARPR, attorney 
William Kunstler, Haywood 
Bums, national legal coordinator 
for the ABLD, and Brother Big 
Black, indictee and ABLD nation¬ 
al director. 

A fund raiser for the ABLD will 
be held in New York on Wednes¬ 
day, Sept. 4, at the Billy Holiday 
Theatre, Fulton St. Brooklyn, at 
7:30 p.m. 

The film, “Attica,” a prize¬ 
winning documentary by Cynthia 
Firestone, will be shown. Address¬ 
ing the event will be Brother Big 
Black and Herbert Blyden. 

PITTSBURGHERS TO JOIN 
ATTICA RALLY IN BUFFALO 

PITTSBURGH, Aug. 30 - Bus¬ 
es will leave Pittsburgh Sept. 14 
at 7 a m. to bring demonstrators 
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to a march and rally in Buffalo 
marking the third anniversary j 
of the Attica massacre and pro¬ 
testing the trial of 61 Attica de¬ 
fendants. 

The Western Pennsylvania Al¬ 
liance Against. Racist and Politi¬ 
cal Repression is sponsoring the 
buses, which leave at 7 a.m. in 
front of Hillman Library (Forges 
& Bigelow). They will arrive in 
Buffalo in time for a noon rally 
and march in Niagara Square and 
will leave Buffalo at 5 p.m. the 
same day. Round trip fare is $10. 
For information, contact the Al¬ 
liance, P.O. Box 4664, Pittsburgh, 
Pa. 15206, phone 682-1200. 
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'ATTICA (WYOMING COUNTY), NEW YORK - 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS- 
SUMMARY PUNISHMENT 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
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This is the case involving alleged prisoner abuse 
during the retaking of the Attica Correctional Institute, 
Attica, New York, on 9/13/71 in which nine prisoner hostages 
and twenty-eight inmates died of gunshot wounds. Nelson A. 
Rockefeller, then the Governor of New York, requested the i 
assistance of the Civil Rights Division (CRD) of the 
Department in investigating the allegations of prisoner 
abuse, and we conducted a limited civil rights investigation 
into such allegations at the specific request of the CRD. 

-'The results of our investigation were furnished to the CRD. 



, Late on the afternoon of September 4, 1974, an 

injjividu^l identifying himself as NedIPerry, Assistant 
Attorney General for the State of NewVork, telephonically 
advised that on behalf of the New York State Attorney 
.General, he was forwarding separate letters to the Director 
'and Attorney General Saxbe requesting that^ irhe results 
of the FBI investigation in captioned matter be made 
available to the New York State Attorney General’s Office. 


Perry was advised that we had conducted certain 
investigation relating to the alleged prisoner abuse in 
connection with the retaking of the Attica facility; the 


results had been furnished to the CRD of the Department of 
Justice; and any determination as to whether the results 








Memorandum to Mr. Gebhardt 

RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS 


Under the circumstances it was suggested to 
Mr. Perry that a letter to the Director would not be 
necessary, and that the letter to the Attorney General 
would suffice for his purpose. Perry expressed his thanks 
for this information but stated that the letters had 
already gone forward. 


Perry was asked whether he had alerted the 
Department of Justice to the possible receipt of the letter. 


nnH V» a 


stated that he had discussed the matter withl 

~lr*Pn rrf_t-Vie. Donortmont_|_ 

CRD) . 


advised him he doubted 


According to 
hat the Department 


-J 

J 


Perry. 

of Justice would make the results of the Bureau's investi¬ 
gation a vailabl e to the State Attorney General's Office 


but that 


would check into the matter further on 


receipt of the letter to Mr. Saxbe. 


Perry was thanked for his courtesy in alerting 
us to the letters from his Office, and it was again 
reiterated to him that any decision in the matter would 
be made by the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. 


ACTION : For information. 
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WashinstonJ’ost 

BUFFALO, : N.Y.-~Behina 
an. unmarked door on the 
j second floor of the Erie 
•' ' «Gounty- Courthouse, 15 law - 
-yets and 20. investigators— 
e fitelne of them .retired-Wew 
"York City homicide detfee- 
- 1 '' tivfis with the hardened look 
having seen it all—are 
-* -jutting the final tenches bit 
the preparation -of what may 
4 .,he the- largest. criminal-trial 
,. t iB.o.S. historj’. s ' 

i%? One floor above- a fioor- 
.* .foiceiling • steel , mesh gate 
> has been rigged In. the cord.-. 
4or: leading, to . Courtroom 3 
• .* -of; the New . York State Su- 
«<.premfi :Cpuit, a grptesque- 
looking appendage to the- 
,v,Mrikingly dignified, ! pol- 
marble hall; - - ■ 
t-T.y.'T-he presence of security 
r . guards aM sheriffs depu- 
„ r ;aej.is unmistakable, and the. 
^^ordl’Attica” is frequently 
bn the lips of the.courthouse 
v. r -.,«fowd—the bored -.trial 

“---Svatehers; the omnipresent 
‘politicians and the,/' 
, £/-;§tfeSdy stream- ■ of - ‘criminal ’ 

•' wr Jawybrs ;%iiUhg '' reassu-/ 
";;ia'4ces at their scared young 
-'•saiehts. 1 ' 

- - is three years since 1 ,- 

* * Sw prisoners poured out of 
: their cells in. D BloCfcat At- 
-n; i&ck State Prison and held s 

1 terrified guards hos- 1 , 

* .Jage- in > the- inmate - yard- 
•f VbalSfed' Times Square, until a 

fusillade of state policebul- 
r *%,left 39 men dead. In all, 
*r‘4S' persons died during the 
^-ifbSpody, four-day rebellion. 
Charles Bradley, a for- 
mer part-time assistant dis- 
^jfcipLattorney in Ebnira.iyho 
/- is now ths chief prosecution 
, trail; lawyer for-^he- state’s- 
j/h «=A^4ig££ask force/ tg Ofeiig '' 
are plain. , ’ . 


% 1 narrowly " related in time. 
5/and place, and'we’re iiiter- 
? rested 'in/irisug. those ihdj«t- 
f j ments,<We’re not interested' 
S /in becoming ;’'fevdlyed. ' -in; a 
| J political trail,*! Bradley said 
j? »in an interview.,, f;' !■ ;■;//. , 

4r J Three ;;^ncfesl tip the 
^street,.'in a shabby store-V 
w J front plastered with revolu- - 
- fj. tionary slogans, the tong, is. 
f* ' less self-assured.,; This-is the 
5$ headquarters of the Attica: 
p | Brother^- Legal - - Defense 
!/3Fund..: i/ J -_ ;&Z'^ 

. “We don't want W* 

C / trail. We don't/feel We .are" 

, U j ready, through' »©,rfauit-. pf’ 
21 our own,” said/jLlg/ Fini,' one : 
w /of seven volunteer -staff; aty 
ij i tomeys who wiB defdnd 1 the ; 

* inmates' charged.' in, the'./re-', 
2 4 hellion with" crimes ranging 
-Ifrom murder, ddd .fddniap- 
2« ping to possesiiqn of cohtra- 
« / band. 

p i ; “The purpose of these/in- 1 
p-l dictments is , to vindicate 
' j-j ’ Nelson Kockefeiler in, the 
ft j! murder of 43'pdrsoris, 
indicate - en6tMhUg-.'^.ps/:thaf 
v | were part of the: conspiracy' 
§»to cover ,up ! '^he ./At^bCSijKS"' 
8| sacre,” Miss-'Sibk .said. -/./; 

/»Oh one point,i|j&e;|)reideu* 

5 3 tion and the defense lawyers 
jljwere' in 

tica case wilf-be^ one. of the 
H - most complek trials' ever 
H J held, a.labyrinth of intercon- 
'/'■ necting allegations and evL 
r/t dence that is ^expected to 
J.J if^ffi^nths to sorf*hufe«^>.; 
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TI;ere are 60 defendants, 
morife than 50 trial lawyers, 
42 indictments and 1,400Jin- 
divpual counts alleging 
criminal actions. One indict¬ 
ment alone accuses eacft of 
14 prisoners of 35 counts of 
kidnaping. 

There are 1,500 potential 
witnesses among the Attica 
prisoners alone, plus hun¬ 
dreds of state policemen, 
guards and corrections offi¬ 
cials. Many of the inmates 
'»ave been paroled or have 
tnished their sentences and 
I've disappeared into the 

s'-ets again. Some bear 

8 l ges and some, accord- 
q the defense, are 
... enable to perjuring them¬ 
selves in exchange for prom¬ 
ises of immunity. 

The trial actually will be 
a series of trials, some ex¬ 
pected to be held simultane¬ 
ously in three adjacent 
courtrooms under tight se¬ 
curity. The first is sched¬ 
uled to begin Sept. 1^, 
against Vernon LaFranqud, 
viho faces 14 years if con- 
vijncted of possession of fi 
gls gun. 

•However, there is almost 
no chance that the trials 
will begin then, court 
sources said, because the de¬ 
fense has not yet exhausted 
its motions to dismiss or 
dealy the case. 

Since the indictments 
were handed up 13 months 
after the uprising, the de¬ 
fense strategy has been to 
try to contain the case to 
one mass trail and focus on 
the causes of the riot and 
the state’s response to the 
crisis. 

“I’d rather have one trail, 
and say, ‘What were the con¬ 
ditions at Attica? Given the 
response of the police, what 
was the crime committed?” 
said Michae Deutsch, a de¬ 
fense fund lawyer. 

But Deutsch and the other 
Attica lawyers are also real¬ 
ists, they say, and they in¬ 
terpret a long series of pre¬ 
trial rulings against them as 
a clear signal that the si ate 
police will not be tried for 
alleged excesses in one h ige 
political trial. Instead, tney 


realize the defendants frill 
fee tried in small groupfi in 
Jeveral narrow cases. A 


1 Consequently, much yf 
Sie defense fund staff’s en¬ 
ergy in the past year .has 
been directed at the core of 
the trial system—the jury. 

In conjunction with sev¬ 
eral civil rights groups, the 
Attica Brothers committee 
filed a suit against the en¬ 
tire jury selection system 
of Erie County, charging 
that blacks were under-rep¬ 
resented in he jury pool by 
34 per cent, women by 68 
per cent and young persons 
by 84 per cnet. 

In June, in a decision that 
startled the legal establish¬ 
ment in Buffalo, an Erie 
County judge threw out 
most of the jury pool and 
ordered changes designed to 
assure fairer representation. 

Encouraged by their suc¬ 
cess, the defense group then 
turned to Jay Schulman, a 
portly, white-bearded sociol¬ 
ogist from Columbia Univer¬ 
sity whose figure is familiar 
ta observers of almost ever!' 
major radical trial in thj 
early 1970s. 

Schulman is an expert In 
picking juries; radical law¬ 
yers concede, only half in 
jest, that he has cornered 
the market in that field, but 
judges and establishment at¬ 
torneys have long admired 
his demographic and psycho¬ 
logical research into juries 
and jury decision-making. 

Beginning last July, 
Schulman set up a survey in 
Erie County for the Attica 
Brothers committee to de¬ 
termine the attitudes of po¬ 
tential jurors toward the be¬ 
havior of the Attica prison¬ 
ers, the guards and state 
troopers; to measure racism 
and authoritarianism in the 
county, and to determine 
the presumption of inno¬ 
cence In an area that was 
blitzed with publicity on the , 
rebellion. 

Using a computerized ran¬ 
dom selection process, 50 de¬ 
fense fund volunteers con¬ 
ducted telephone interviews 
o( 651 potential jurors oJer 
six weeks, each interview 
lasting 30 to 45 minutes. The 
volunteers actually called 


tBvice that many people to 
obtain 651 complete inter¬ 
views, according to Beth #o- 
njrra, a San Francisco mw 
student who directed 4he 
project. 

An adviser, Sidney Har- 
ring, a Buffalo State College 
sociology professor, ob¬ 
tained a grant for the re¬ 
search and a University of 
Buffalo computer was used 
to analyze the data, Miss Bo- 
nora said. 

The results, filed with the 
court last week in a motion 
to dismiss, claim extraordi¬ 
nary prejudices in Erie 
County against the defend¬ 
ants. 

According to Schulman, 
more than 68 per cent of the 
potential jurors blame the 
Attica inmates for the shoot¬ 
ing deaths in D Yard, even 
though a state investigatiog 
iommission said all the vic¬ 
tims died from state police? 
gunfire. J 

Schulman said nearly 3t> 
per cent of the prospective 
jurors believe the inmates 
slit the throats and cas¬ 
trated some of the guard 
hostages, although autopsies 
and the state commission’s 
report denied those wdely 
circulated reports. 

More startling to the de¬ 
fense group was the finding 1 
that 22 per cent indicated | 
they could not be impartial i 
jurors, and a like proportion 
said they could not even fol- ] 
low a judge’s instruction to 
presume innocence. 

Schulman’s system has 
been used successfully in a 
number of trials, including 
the Gainesville, Fla., trial of- 
Vietnam war protestors, the 
Los Angeles trial of Daniel 
4Ellsberg, and the Wounded 
knee trial in St. Paul, Minn 
1 Schulman reported that 65 
4er cent of the potential ju 
rors believe that prison dia 
turbances are caused by 















“outside agitators,” and 58.5 
peV cent believe there is “no 
justification for black mili¬ 
tary.” 

Bchulmman said the study 
that 45 per cent said they 
believed that authorities 
who give the order to shoot 
to kill during prison riots 
are always justified, and 
that there is no need for the 
Use of lesser force. 

Buffalo, in western New 
York state on the Canadian 
border, is an industrial city 
o?“35o;?ro5 and one of the 


most ethnically populated 
areas of the state. Erie 
County, from which the jij>y 
pool is taken, is a per cent 
black, with high concentra¬ 
tions of people of Polish and 
Italian extraction. Most are 
blue-collar workers. 

The county is more than 
60 per cent Republican, and 
generally regarded as politi¬ 
cally conservative. 

To the Attica defender?, 
the survey spells an abso¬ 
lute need for a broad vojr 
dire process—the “tJHcSliom 


ing of "prospective jurors by 
thj j defense and prosecution. 

Atthe Wounded Knee 
trial, U.S. District Court 
Judge Fred Nichol spent 
months painstakingly exam¬ 
ining each potential juror, 
probing for prejudices and 
freely granting challenges 
for cause. 

The Attica defenders, 
however, are pessimistic 
about the likelihood of -such 
a lengthy examination being 
permitted by state Supreme 
Court Justice Carman F. 
Ball, citing numerous pre¬ 
trial rulings, he has already 
issued. 

When asked about the 
prejudices claimed in the 
survey, prosecutor Bradley 
said, “What can I say about 
it? I don’t know how it was 
Conducted.” 

Bradley declined to com- 
menton the charges of a 
cover-up. of the state police 
assault on Sept. 13, 1971, but 
he said, “The only thing I 
might say is that the origi¬ 
nal grand juries are still sit¬ 
ting.” There have been per¬ 
sistant rumors for several 
weeks that the second grand 
jury is considering the in¬ 
dictment of at least one 
member of the assault force. 

■•BrsaiSy also denied de¬ 


fense charges tfi a^ the~s tate 
has spent $9 .million^F^ar 
to prosecute the Attica case, 
saying that thp current fis¬ 
cal year budget for the task 
force is $1 million. He said 
he did not know how much 
was previously spent be- 
might say is that the [origi¬ 
nal] grand, juries are still sit- 
cause the budget. for the 
Force. . 

The defens* was granted 
a $756,000 indigents fUnd by 
the state legislature last 
year, but Deutsch said that 
so far “we haven’t received 
a penny of i£” Bradley con¬ 
firmed that-the money has 
not been! given to the de- 
fense, but he said that was a 
decision made by the Jtidge 
because te defense fund has 
not submitted an application 
in the “proper form.” 

Meanwhile, the, defense is 
looking toward the attitudi- 
nal survey to prevent he tri¬ 
als from taking place, *r, 
gailing that , Jo help the 
defese trial lawyers in pick¬ 
ing the best possible jury. 

The immediate value of 
the survey, Harringsaid, is 
to help draft questions toask 
during the voir dire. Later, t 
will help the defftaap wr^pot 
unfavorable jurors and 
block their selection. 
























United Press interr>at/hnal 


flays. In all, 43 persons died in the bloody, ffinr 
day Attica prison uprising. T 


debris-strewn yard of cell block D where rebel¬ 
lious inmates held some 30 hostages for several 


In September, 1971, New York State Corrections 
Commissioner Russel G. Oswald looked over 


















0-19 (Rev. 1-30-74) 


I 




(0 


£ 


■ : i'/? A COi^Ar 

T 7 ~ r *——-- 



To Subpoena 


Washinston Bust StSfl Writer '.; 

' ’ BUPPATX), Sf.Y;-MDefense 
lawyers ’ for some of the 61 
Attica State Prison inmates 
about go on trial on' 
charges stemming from the 
-1971 rebellion say they will 
subpoena former Gov. Nel¬ 
son A. Rockefeller as. a wit- 


“The trials are' being used 
to justify Rockefeller's or-' 
ders tp the State poEee. to 
assault the prison, which led 
to the masfeaei'e. We defi¬ 
nitely are-going/to. try^ to. 
subpoena him," said Michael 
Detitsch, a staff attorney of 
the Attica- Brothers Legal 
Defease Bund. V '■ n" 

; Deutsch s#d the defense 
Vtaiits fo^'‘determine why 
Rockefeller, '/as governor 
then, did not go to Attica at 
the request of the prisoners 
a nd an ou tside, te am of oh 1 

" •• :• \ :V 


servers, 
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Louis J. Lefkowitz 
Attorney General 


State of new York 

ATTICA- INVEST 1G ATI ON 
SUITE '9 II ' 

270. BROADWAY 
NEW YORK. NEW YORK 10007 
2 l-2-daa.AQA4 


Anthony G. Simonetti 
Special Assistant 
Attorney General, 

In Charge 


& 


> > 


September 12* 1974 ^ 

Clarence M. Kelley > s - v _ 

Director f / / ' / 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
9th & Pennsylvania Avenues, N.W. 

Washington, D, C. 20535 

/ 

Dear Director Kelley: 

By letter dated October 5, 1971 which is 
attached, the Governor of the State of New York requested 
an investigation into the Attica case from the Federal 
government based upon its Civil Rights jurisdiction. 


X 



Would you please furnish this office your 
investigative report relative to this investigation. 


Thank you for your cooperation. 


Sincerely, 




Anthony G. Simonetti. 

Special Assistant Attorney General 
In Charge 


RHJSf 

copy: The Honorable William B. Saxbe 
Attorney General 

j ENCLOSE /*-v C/so 


f ' 


3 SEP 16 1974 
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'SEMnEOrNHW YOKK f , 

CE'AHTSav'T OF UW . ....... 

SECEIVED _ •;*.■„ October 5, .1971 

OCT 71971 

CSME HSIC FORCE “*’*. ' ’ * 

ALBAKY> Y» 

. : -T f .•£ - . r <-• vi L? ■ 

Sear Sr. Attorney General: 

On September 28/ 1971/ BohfiS£ £« Fischer. Deputy 
Attorney General in Charge of New York State's Organized 
Cri-oe Task Force wrote to the Department of Justice in regard 
to the question of protecting the civil rights of inmates who 
were at the Attica Correctional Facility during the recent 
disturbance. 

As Judge Fischer indicated in his letter# the 
£tve-arad»er panel appointed by Justice Harry Goldman of the 
Kew York State Appellate Division# Fourth Judicial Department 
-has advised Judge Fische^ of its receipt of complaints from 
bncatea who may have actively participated in the riots at 
Attica to the general effect that- they have been physically 
’^aistzsadLad in violation of their rights. 

Judge Fischer noted that specific complaints of 
upon inmates had not been brought to his attention 
1 '"either 1 by inmates or , by their counsel and that he would 
investigate any such allegations"if they*were brought to his 
A tt en tion. He stated additionally# however# that a possible 
obi f3ict would exist'if the inmates making allegations of 
assault committed against them were also possible defendants 
and the targets of the broader criminal investigation he is 


In light of all the circumstances# Judge Fischer 
*ss® asAed by the Goldman panel to request the •participation 
©f the Civil Fights Division and he stated that he would 
nalrrrne the Division's undertaking of whatever action was 
d—opg i ippriate. 










In order to relieve the pressure that the potential 
conflict between certain inmates* rights and the criminal 
investigation now underway imposes on Judge Fischer and his 
staff and to assure public confidence in the objectivity and 
fairness of the entire 7*ttica investigation, I am hereby 
formally requesting the Civil Rights Division of the Department 
of Justice to investigate claims by Attica inmates that their 
rights have been violated. 

Thank you for your valued cooperation. 

Beat regards, 

Sincerely, 


/s/ nar 


The Honorable John N. Mitchell 
U. S» Department of Justice 

Constitution Avenue between 9th & 10th, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20530 
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General 


September 19, 1974 


1 - Mr. Moses 


Mr. Anthony 0/ Simone 
Special Aeslsrant Attorney 
State of New York 
Attica Investigation 
270 Broadway, Suite 911 
RS« York, See York 10007 

Dear Mr. Simonettl: 


This will acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of September 12, 1974. 

While I would like to be of assistance relative 
to your request for all FBI reports concerning this 
Bureau’s Investigation of alleged prisoner abuse during 
the disorders at the Attica Correctional Institution, 
Attica, New York, on September 13, 1971, 1 must refer you 
to the Civil Bights Division of the United States Depart¬ 
ment of Justice, Washington, D. C. 20530. The limited 
investigation conducted by the FBI in the Attica matter 
was at the specific request of the Assistant Attorney 
General, Civil Rights Division United States Department 
of Justice, who received copies of all FBI reports. Any 
determination to make those reports available to your 
office must be made by the United States Department of 
Justice. 

If you feel this Bureau can be of assistance 
to your office in other matters of mutual Interest, please 
do not hesitate to contact us. 


sE pl9^7A 


Sincerely yours. 


Qa-LL Kelley. 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 





1 - Assisted 'Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 


X CEM,: pmg ws r 
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SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 


TELETYPE UNIT I I 




Mr. Anthony G. Simonetti 

NOTE: On 9/4/74, an individual identifying himself as 

Ned Perry, Assistant Attorney General, State of New York, 
advised he had forwarded separate letters to the Director 
and the Attorney General making this request. It was 
suggested he contact the Civil Rights Division of the 
Department. 

The prison riot at Attica Correctional Institution 
in September, 1971, resulted in the death of nine hostages 
and 28 inmates. The Bureau conducted a limited investigation 
at request of Civil Rights Division who received request 
from Former New York Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller for 
assistance. See case captioned "Unknown Subjects; Correctional 
Officers, Attica Correctional Facilities, Attica (Wyoming 
County), New York - Unknown Victims; Summary Punishment; 

Civil Rights." 

By letter dated 9/12/74, Mr. Simonetti requested 
this Bureau make available all FBI reports concerning Civil 
Rights investigation conducted by the Bureau following 
disorders at the Attica Correctional Institution, September, 1971. 
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/ NEW YORK, Sept, 5 •*— A series of activities, both in 
court and out, were outlined yesterday-to bolster the de¬ 
fense of 61 Attica defendants whose trials begin Sept, 9. - 


Judge Carmen Ball in Buffalo, 
ft.Y.-, yesterday set the opening 
(date after denying defense mo¬ 
tions for a 90 day postponement. 
The trials will begin with de- 


had failed to: supply information 
on the identity of potential witnes¬ 
ses whichthe court had ordered. 

While denying their, overall> 
motion for a 90 day postponement 


I fendant - Verno LafraB_que_pn3.ep.tJ—Judge. Ball-agreed 

! n -; ■ „ r„.„ a: _r_ L 


9, and others will follow in a few 
days. ,' > ' ' • v 

Spokespersons for .the 61, who 
face charges in connection with 
the Attica prison revolt, of 1971, 
, held a press conference today in 
New York to announce the trial 
dates and thedefensecampaign.. 

It was announced,today that the 
National Alliance Against Racism 
_ and Repression would conduct the 
public education functicns con¬ 
nected with t heAttica defense. 

Memorial on Sept 13 
i First among t he activities 


tions from individual defendants 
for delays in their trials ranging 
from one week to two months. 
Challenge to jury, also 
Another defense motion to dis¬ 
miss all the indictments on the 
basis of prejudicial attitudes by 
prospective jurors in Erie County, 
the current trial site, has not yet 
been decided by the court. 

The defendants were indicted 
early in 1973 by a Special Grand 
Jury in New York’s Warsaw Coun¬ 
ty where Attica Prison is located. 
The trials were moved to Buffalo 
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scheduled to publicize the case_ after the New York Supreme 


and bring increased public de¬ 
mand for dismissal of. the charges' 
will be a memorial mass meeting 
in New York City on Friday, Sept. 
13. . ’ 

The meeting scheduled for 7:30 
p.pi. at Union Theological Semin- 
lary, will have Ramsey Clark, 
Herbert X. Blyden; Martin Stolar 
and James. Carroll as the featured 
speakers. The event will mark the 
third anniversary of tbejnassacre , 
at the state prison, ordered by. 
Governor-Nelson Rockefeller* and 
-resulting in the, death of 43 men’. 
Among those scheduled to per¬ 
form at the meeting are Archie 
Shepp, Sonia Sapchez, Askia 
Toure, El Grupo, Queen Mother 
Moore, Melvin Van Peebles and 
* Rev. Frederick Kirkpatrick. 

Buffalo rally. Sept. 14 
On SATURDAY, Sept. 14 a rally 
‘ will be held in Buffalo at noon in 
front of the Erie County Court¬ 
house. Speakers there will include 
Angela.Davis, William Kunstler, 
Haywood Burns and Brother Big, 
Black, national, director of die 
Attica Brothers Legal Defense. 

At today’s press conference at : 
torney Martin Stolar, chief, coun¬ 
selor for the Attica Brothers Legal 
Defense which has been formed by. 
the 61 defendants, said that de¬ 
fense attorneys had argued before 
Judge.--Bafll |3ptthe_prosecution 


Court ruled that bias in Warsaw. 
County was too great to provide a 
fair and impartial trial. 



fi/\ 


’ALL INFORMATION CONTAINS© 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ^ 



W'S'HbS-/} - 

T he - Wash iagten Post- 

N0T m*;ft5 : Star-N e ws_ 
165 OCtfaig Nj@?4 New York) _ 

New York Times_ 

— Ttre-Wail 8tF5et=dournal _ 
The National Observer — 
The Los Angeles Times 
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Louis J. Lefkowitz 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 



State of New York 

ATTICA INVESTIGATION 
SUITE 91 1 
270 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK. NEW YORK 10007 
21 2-488.4044 


September 25, 1974 
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ANTHONSC^IpmJf®NJMff|f I,, ~ l * 

spEciAiJr"[fe1Eein\J/Bne Km. 
ATT °, R Mi Y Jfi§?^tor Sec’y __ 


ft TTt CLo r recr/ ohj/ t at' ^ 1T / 


Mr. Clarence M. Kelley * 

Director 

United States Department 
of Justice • 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Kelley: 

We appreciate the Bureau's position regarding the 
Attica Investigation, and have contacted the 
Department of Justice concerning those reports. 

Very truly yours,- 


Anthony^jay^ imone tti 
Special.. Asaij^tant Attorney 
General, In Charge 



AGS/mb 


., In.Charge j 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

NOV 151974 l cl ' 
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ECTOR , FBI (44-50605) 


FROM 


(ATTN: LEGAL COUNSEL) 


BUFFALO (44-592) (P) 2P 



CHARLES R. MILLER, ETC. ET AL , CR (00: BUFFALO) 

' *w- so/cos - ' 15 

/ j RE BUFFALO AIRTEL TO BUREAU , MAY 23, 1974. 
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Ou NOV. 15, 1974, LETTER RECEIVED FROM SPECIAL NEW YORK 
ASST. ATTORNEY GENERAL JAMES W. GRABLE WHO ADVISED THAT HE 
IS ASSIGNED TO PROSECUTE A HOMICIDE CASE ON 


SUPREME COURT ENTITLED 


r' 



1ESULTIN6 FROM THE ALLEGED MURDER OF 


NY STATE CORRECTIONAL OFFICER 


ATTICA 


CORRECTIONAL FACILITY (ACF) ON SEPT. 9, 1971. GRABLE LISTED 
12 PERSONS WHO HE INDICATED WOULD TESTIFY IN THIS MATTER AND 
REQUESTED THAT HE BE FURNISHED WITH COPIES' OF ANY INTERVIEWS 
CONDUCTED WITH REGARD TO THESE PERSONS BY SAS OF THE FBI. 

REVIEW OF CAPTIONED BUFFfi&S FILE DISCLOSED NO/-INTERVIEWS 

A - per T7 Z/q - 

OF THESE PERSONS CONDUCTED HNCLUDI NG RlXCEPT 


lit 


AND CONTAINED ON PAGE 41 OF BUFFALO REPORT OF SA THOMAS M 


HOV 22 1974 ,.j 


SHAUGHNESSY, DATED DEC. 21, 1971, CAPTIONED "UNSUBS, CORRECTION¬ 
AL OFFICERS, ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, ATTICA (WYOMINgj^ • 
END PAGE ONE ''-CXt&t 


f T ' 










* 




PAGE TWO 

COUNTY), NEW YORK; UNKNOWN VICTIMS - INMATES OF ATTICA, SUMMARY 


PUNISHMENT, CR". SECOND INTERVIEW OF WHICH WAS NOT 

SUBMITTED Ti BUREAU 



JeLMIRA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, ELMIRA, 

NY. AT THIS TIME, 


ADVISED THAT SINCE HE HAS BEEN 


ASSIGNED TO THE ELMIRA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY HE HAD SEEN 
"SEVERAL TIMES” THE ATTICA CORRECTIONAL OFFICER WHO HE HAD TALKED 


DURING HIS PREVIOUS INTERVIEW AS HAVING PUNCHED HIM IN A CELL 


AT ACF. 


ADVISED THAT HE HAD BEEN UNABLE TO OBTAIN 


THE SHIELD NUMBER OF THIS OFFICER BECAUSE THE OFFICER ALLEGEDLY 
RECOGNIZES 


AND TURNS HIS HEAD SO THAfi 


CANNOT 


SEE THE SHIELD, 

ATTEMPTS TO NOTIFY USA, BUFFALO, OF THE ABOVE ON NOV. 
15, 1974, NEGATIVE AND CAUSED BY SEVERE WEATHER CONDITIONS. 
USA WILL BE NOTIFIED AM, NOV. 18, 1974. 

BUFFALO RECOMMENDS GRABLE BE FURNISHED WITH INTERVIEWS 
A S ABOVE . 



b7C 


END 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


to Mr. McGo 


from : E. J. McDono 


Donc >M(fJ^—- 


date: January 7, 1975 


SUBJECT: 
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:l rights 
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This is being prepared in order that the attached 
material, composed of miscellaneous photographs and rolls of 
negatives of photos furnished by the New York State Police 
in connection with captioned matter, can be retained in the 
enclosure behind file in this case. 

ACTION: This being forwarded to the Files and Communications 

Division for appropriate handling of attachment. 


EJM:bap 

44-50605 
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Mr. McGowan 


January 7, 1975 


E. J. McDonough 


CIVIL RIGHTS 


This is being prepared in order that the attached 
material, composed of miscellaneous photographs and rolls of 
negatives of photos furnished by the New York State Police 
in connection with captioned matter, can be retained in the 
enclosure behind file in this case. 

ACTION: This being forwarded to the 711 m and Communications 
Division for appropriate handling of attachment. 


EJM:bap 


44-50605 
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: By TOM GOLDSTEIN ' 

'—jjf . special to Thf New York Tima. 

BUFFALO, April 24—A State 

t inrAm ^ i. _* 


rr^T . , " ^ tuoay 

ordered the chief Attica prose¬ 
cutor to appear in court herei 
nevt Monday In connection with 
Sin inquiry into whether the 
state prosecution received in¬ 
formation concerning the Attica 
f] legal defense from the Federal 
(f Bureau of Investigation. 

“There.are certain areas that 
ibave.surfaced that warrant fur¬ 
ther. investigation,” Justice 
Joseph S. Mattina told a nearly 
I empty courtroom after he had 
nexamined F.B.I. documents- ini 
his chambers for more than 
four hours: ' ' I 

Justice Mattina said the spgr 
, cjaLpr^eahor; Antho ny G . 
—ji3Bnqnet|i, would appear in open 
||feourt bn Monday. Last week, 
r Bernard S. -Meyer was named 
special deputy assistant attor-' 
ney general to review the con¬ 
duct of Mr. Simpnetti’s investi¬ 
gation and* - prosecution of- 
crimes arising from the. Attica i 
i prison T evolt in 1971. 

Justice Mattina’s order foir 
Mr.: Simonetti to testify ap¬ 
parently broadened the, scope 
of. a court hearing that began 1 
last Monday.. ‘ • 

‘Almost Nothing’ Found 

j Initially, it was restricted to 1 
■ a/ determination of whether the 
J undercover activities of an 
] F-B.I. informant had prejudiced 
u the, case of Bernard Strofole, 
a .former Attica inmate’ who 
is charged, with killing two 
other inmates. 

On Wednesday, Justice Mat¬ 
tina reviewed the reports that 
! the informant,' Mary Jo. Cook, 

'j had supplied to the F.B.I. and 
i! concluded that they contained 
; “almost n othing’’ ^ relating to 
^the strategy oFthWAttica legal 
defense team. ■ 


He refu sed to .turn these re- i 
ptfftFovefho Mr. ©taSJTJ- law¬ 
yers, but he requested that! 
the F.B.I! supply more do-1 
cuments on the. agency’s pos¬ 
sible, involvement with the Atti¬ 
ca defenee. • 

It was after examining the 
second batch of documents— 
which apparently were unrelat¬ 
ed to Miss Cook—that Justice 
Mattina declined to call Mr. 
Simonetti to testify. 

2'Others Called... 

In court today; Justice Marti¬ 
na said that most -of these 
dochments bore only a “gener¬ 
al” relationship to the Attica 
legal defense. But, he said, one 
.statement was relevant to “the 
issue presented to the court 
in this matter.” He said -he 
1 would decide on. Monday whe¬ 
ther that portion of the do¬ 
cuments should be turried over 
to the defense lawyers. 

The justice, also ordered that 
James Grabel, an assistant'Atti¬ 
ca prosecutor, and Omar Jen¬ 
son, an, F.B.I.' agent here, ap¬ 
pear, in court on Monday. Mr. 
Grabel, a former assistant Unit- 
1 ed States • attorney here; had 
been : involved in the prepara- 
I tion of the case of John Hill, 

| an Attica inmate who was con- 
I victed earlier this month, of 
i mnrdering William Quinn, a 
guard. 

Citing the “precedent-shat- 
■' tering approach” of Judge Johil 
i J. Sirica in Federal District' : 
Court in the Watergate investi¬ 
gation, Justice Mattina said he 
had decided to' enlarge this 
week’s adversary hearing Into 
a “judicial inquiry.” 

But, he warned, "no inferen¬ 
ces should be drawn front my 
remarks aboet^^asgdoing by 
any government agency.” 
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DThe Washington Post- 

Washington Star-News — 
Daily News (New York) _ 
The New York Times J 
The Wall Street Journal _ 

The National Observer_ 

The Los Angeles Times . 


Date_ 
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n Attica Cas 


1 .'By BO® BUYER. 

;'pie. Attica pros ecu to is to- 
;<ifey told Supreme Court' Jus¬ 
tice*' Theodore S. Kasler they 
are . dropping kidnaping and 
unlawful-imprisonment charges 
[against four defendants. 
j"~The four, Robert Dugarm, 
BS;, of . Buf fal a: findJ ohn Mi tch- 
feil, .44, Michael Phillips, 24, 
;and Ruiz. Quintana, 28, all of 
[New York,- are charged iij con-.' 
mention with, the seizing of 
ithree' correction officers. and a 
jfellow inmate in the first mo- 
,’ments of the September 1971 
■uprising at Attica Correctional 
•Facility. 

1 Each defendant' had been 
charged with three counts of. 
'second-degree kidnaping, three 
■ counts - of first-degree unlaw- 
■fjal imprisonment, .three counts 
i f coercion andltfjree Counts, of 
• pcond-degreC aSsault; y ' ■■■ 
Asst.. Atty. Gen. Charles Ai 

I Bradley; prosecuting the.fbur, 


disclosed his plan to drop the 
two sets off charges during pre* 
trial arguments today. 

Justice Kasler had just asked: 
: ..to receive acdpyof the report 
from former Asst. Atty. Gen.| 
Malcolm H, Bell for. examina¬ 
tion in private. The Bell report 1 
alleges prosecution misconduct 
: ~ft@ failing «• indffit - ia#“ 
forcemeat personnel involved, 
in the, Attica rebellion.' ; 

Daniel L. Alterman, an at¬ 
torney representing Quintana, 
Was visibly angry at the di»> 
closure, particularly, after Mr.' 
-Bradley told hire that the plaa! 
to drop the charges has beep i 
known for some time. , . ! "j 
“I find it ridiculous that 3 y 2 
years after- the indictments; 
were returned and after a : 
lengthy Wade hearing’the gov¬ 
ernment suddenly decided that 
lit is not going to prosecute the 
)two most important charges in 
{'this indictment,” Mr. Alter- 
■tpati saidi ax 
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1 Three jurors were selected 
‘Tuesday in tie State Supreme 
'court trial of former Attica 
| Correctional' Facility inmate 
! Bernard (Shatlgo) Stroble. " 

J Sworn inwere: Otto A. Leff, 

168, of Lancaster Ave. ( a retired, 
Optical store owner; Mrs. Eve-^ 

’ lyn E. Schulz,' 56, Town of 
1 Tonawanda, a clerical worker 
and Miss Barbara A. Vasile, 22, 
of Gold St., an office worker. 

I All are white, 

! They were the first to be se- ■ 
lected during 8 days of ques¬ 
tioning. Sixty prospective 
^ jurors have been excused or 
j dismissed. 

The defense used six peremp¬ 
tory challenges Tuesday, leav- 
; ing it with five of the 20 permit- 

II e d by Justice Joseph S- 
Mattina. 

; ,<E—O O * 

! T HE. PR OSECUTION chal-, 
lenged three prospective jurors. 
—leaving it with 12 challenges. 

Two of the three prospects- - 
dropped by the state • were 
lack. This brought a blast 
jroin the defendant. . ■ 

“I want the record to indi-" 
sate' that' the state, challenges ' 


every black juror brought in,” 
he said. 

“This makes four of them,” 
said , Ernest Goodman, one of 
Stroble’s attorneys Vi referring to. 
two previous challenges qf 
black prospective jurors by the 
state. . ;, " 

Asst. Atty. Gen, Patrick 
Moynihan said he wanfed the 
record to also indicate, that one 
of those dismissed 'by ■the. 
prosecution had been challeng¬ 
ed for ; cause "on the grounds 
that, she was active in prison 
rehabilitation work and had 
visited Attica on nomsinns 

, ' » ,> afeaa-s5r«- 

JUSTICE MATTINA cut off 
debate at that point. 

Most of ’ the examination of 
veniremen Tuesday- was on 
their altitudes towards prisons, 
persons convicted of crimes 
and racial bias. -j. 5 ,. 

“Race is an - issue.' here be¬ 
cause I asked it to he.;” Stroble 
-told ,the panel,' '5. * . 

: “My parents and' grandpar¬ 
ents were from-the South and 
I’m very sensitive on th e 
■ fhatter.” . ., 1 . , 

:, The defendant,'a black, is ac¬ 
cused of involvement Yin the 
kidnapping and murder of two) 

, white inmate's-‘during' the ! r|97,L l 
'prison rebelliqjv. '. 
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n Mm the prosecution eithe rjhaLtbe y 

9 T ' i saWTiirrsfriking Mr: Quinn, or) 

■ 9 '• placing Hill at the scene. 

|B| H Hill argued that the prosecu- 

.L—fiondidnot want to indict any. 

White, people or any blhck-peo- 
‘ ' - . pie: '“The prosecution came 

■ .TUSTICF. KlMiS jggid that Mr, down with two young native-: 
Quinn was killed “while he lay ; Americans,” he said. 
defenseless, unconsciousness ..'^, * *yr-A,' - •. , ^ 

andunresistanton the floor.”-; j. ‘*HA,VE THEY . ever thought; 

•. .. -■ about who -were the real 

r^tpu took it upon yodrself to n , unlor ers of .the 43 people 
makb sure dial lie lived nd Uttfcaf ’ he asiced,. “Have they 
mere. Justice Xing said. Never.thought about the 14 mil* 
Half of the Part II cpurlycpin Indians who have.“been kill- 

■was occupied by American Ini ed by the white man?” Hill 


bf ftoh>j said. . • J 

lei ^f ^ '.lhll; then, returned to the Atti- 
0ft his tea-theme. “What we were ask- 
!«s all ing for at Attica was a change 
U\' * in the system.” 

One th| Asst. Arty. Gen. Louis Aidala 
i wept?' ! did! not ask 'Justice Eng for 


-. —-— — - • * , • * ' "J VUW .HiUikV JLUMU. 

! chans and other, friends -of J-ohii ga ; d- - ' - 

By BOB BUYER . HUL While justice.; J waf A ^ll; then returned to the Atti- 

A 2Q-vears-t6-life prison. jteflBng his sentence,Jp|I| his tea-theme. “What we were ask- 

term was imposed-today lawyers, arid his frWIs al| pg for at Attica was a change 
terdi was imposed way . - .&■ t »: * & the system.” 

OH JOiHl B. fflH, 23, ■ t After the sentencing; djift fn| Asst. Atty; Gen. Louis Aidala 

falo for the murder p?,'Cocr ; Ann girl cried; out wppfe? did not ask Justice King for 
rpction Officer WiMian* Iinhere stood sijentlyaisd were* a ny specific sentence. The 

F Ouinn the first mart tt> !f& otapa 8« d Hil1 would have been 15-. 

E. Quinn, tne first man ro j feguid eventually wia.i:*r-£ l f> | T e ® rs to llf e. Rather he said 

die in the September, }97] > *< Hill, who appeared- id., court that the sentence should .be 
uprising at the Attic a itti -a- red shirt and bUrelhmns;' commensurate with the crime; 
PArroi*Unnfll wnrilifv - made a 15 -minute statement: “a crime abhorred and umver- 
Co rrectiona l Facility. - began .by saying? feat .-ha^y condemned by_rn an.” _ 

IiffIBedJStSly after the ,.scmt stood up not in respect ;ef^the j. MR AIDALA a defense 
tending, William M. Kujjtsler, |oart but so that, his fApnds I ; ttorne ' v himself until his ad- 
Hill s attorney, Hied‘ .appeal the preas could\bette;r heal• gignment, on this case, noted 
gapers. •. 7 ;'■ fQrrv • .« 4, that Justice King’s court and* 

Tn imnn<iinCT tnft sentf‘nCR-'.R&* I _xt_hane 


( uprising at tne Ai 
i Correctional Facility. 


Hill's attorney, fHed; .appeal the press could^tterKal SS™s xase. noted 
• gapers. • Ti ^;Ci" • :o\- 4 5 t3aat Justice King’s court and 

i In imposing toe.sente^e/Su- *•* CA LLED*'the ttthr ’4he- «» entire justice system have 
EL?d ■■ Aol omrageous' mo^ 'sickm;' been under attack throughout 


Kina said* .most outrageous, mostTV;—7 . , . « , 

1 “William Quinn was 28 years of i^ttae I have ^^nstler in his brief ad^ 

of age. He had a life. He had a Hm - h is ft Indl dress once again declared that 

right to continue his life. No | d the cdse ? agairl bil Sifll’s trial was unfair, ^assert- 

i one weeps for the victim. We . - fabrication-thhPtM l* 1 ® .that it was “before a prepf' 
only hear aboot those ihat coin ^^J^ 1 ^ gJM - to . diced judge and a prejudiced 
.mit :the crimes and ’ them and had setved up duiy .^f Kunst]er decried ^ 

ture -v i. . ' . , A - «sensational testimony. - l -3 • A u nstleT decried . 

“What.you took from him US i^w - ta fl. vUtops of a fair American 
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DemedBM 
To Quit Case 

Charging that defendants‘to 
Attica-related cases cannot 
, .receive fair trials in Sri® 
County, Attorney William M. 
Kunatler asked' to he relieved as 
defense counsel in one of them 
,in State Supreme' Court on 


■575 p t-\ 




“Psychologically I am not 
rea^ to take on another Case,’ 5 
said Kunstler. '> ’ . . ' 

Justice Carman F. Ball 
denied Kunstler’s request, tell¬ 
ing the lawyer: “I- want this 
case to be the next one to be 
iried by you," . 

Kunstler, who represented' 
John B. Hill on a murdi r 
charge, asked, to^ be relieve d 
from his assignment as counsel 
far Mariano Gonzalez, ■ -■■ ■■ 

€ larged With Murder 
Gonzalez, 24, of New „Y®i% 
Gfiy; is charged with murder to 
the slaying of another inmate, 

I Michael Privitiera,. of Buffalo, 
during the Sept. M3, 1971, At" 
i idea, prison? riot. f y 
f “I feel these defendants are 
J not receiving fair trials,*’ said 
KuhstleV "There is a total 
denial of doe process,*’ hesaid, 
“and I feel 1 that so,strongly 1 1 
psychologically to go forward^ 
’Feei Soiled,' He Says 
“I feel dirty and soiled,” hs 
said. “I don't 'want to ^ be 
: associated with Erie County, 
the courts in- Erie County or its 
, Jury aspects.’,’ . '. ‘ <■ 

Kunstler, later told newsmen 
he was not speaking against the 
people of Erie County, but that 
the pity was too close to Attica. 
If trials were; held in New York 
City, he said, the people thfere 
would be less likely to believe 
what he . called : “fabricated 
I prosecution.” ' '• 

I .. JusticeBall scheduled June a 
i as. date for'a pretrial hearing to . 

; iSSSfbBSSiez case. '■ .-'F } 
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, A • Jury coaTictsS 10® and Liquet Any detSsioii that 
Pemasiiice A®sit S on. of ob%ecl to discfe' 
charges WMc& alleges!' -Siey u«- " t*ty 4 s Identity was 
saulted Con'seiion OMesr Wil*- ,-j solved, Howa’/er, wh 
| ham 25. sgiim. Seotsa. during '.j h|fewas -MsMHefi 
! the early «g Sept. J> j*Kggns» afesistemt 

| MS rebellion, Qutaa &s& tw»s 1 ' 

1 days lai®. , '■••' •'-V-'t , .. 

fflbie major .issue to Wed»®S". v2/\ / J ’ 
day's a r g « m-e a 4 8 sealed,' jr7 77 fC ft 

around allegations that four :.I—,- - J 

jurors in the ilill-Paraasilice. (f ffi/lt<7* 
trial expressed cySaions before _____ ... _ . , 

their selection Sjgt “Slaey wpul 4 f~f\ f , 

like jo convict torth defendants. " f~ ri * < 

A4ty. William M. Startler, - -—— - 

counsel So? Hffl, called ;io toe 
stand 3r®d' Casey, W<ES - re-. 1 
porter,, who allegedly heard the . 
remark inade by a - deteuty. 
sheriff in- a ISeaa^si'sa Akb. 1 

' ; .; ,#==^i3 ••■ -, 


J 1 m$p. pyisdlfe, J.' Weates ntf 
a feaaik £<al®r; Mrs. Mar- 



! il »./% HUM V 7 ;> Bennett conceded he had a. 

! ,' , • ■- -.yfr/ti- in f.rcoa^ersation with Casey annind. 

■ - ®*3@ VJmm. - ^NBWsmanTesffles*^-. T>-'SSr ^ ^ 

| Stats Supreme Court 3ustfc#' . Attorney'F James kane^a®/- ^* nWS 

|'Gilbert. S. Slag has adjourn^ peering for WGR, «u«' 1 a o*i« 1 • 

I until today sentencing at iWMil e«a< to quasi "the /subpoena V ® n 

!b. 2311 .and Charles "J. :?erna# directing Casey to testify argu- obdet?atSowj ©? ihe jury 

lice on .charges stemming•froBjv' i Dg j, e wag tmotectod from gir-’' ^ijr 8 ' J*® <pp,a5 ®® 

the W1 Attica' prison rprl^.^ k | any t«y7 S 7"nZf -!g ^ 

®n. 2?» 0* It, ^pfiewr" un<Ser the stgttfs - g l^ T s0 ^ lo!a - • ■ . 

fcheualed to he sentenced «OT Ic^il' Bights Law. _ Citing, what .hs called, ‘con- 

j this morning ,m a sfeairgg'»Sfe£ Justice King declined 60 do- «**” m.iiie tesUmony beiwees 

j murder; ■ Jtea^slfe, W>d Casey look fl»-atead bat , c *Wf; .Kunstler 

i Camillus, t?B3 hear . sutiOfej 'a^Hhefi- to dlyu-lge the manse of • I ^wS'w^ate juriwfcin the cess 

I passed at-3. we’ditmtoa oh; deputy he-spoke wfth. W bmigm to .spurt for Kjags-' 

charge of atteirfptei secoA',^#liat wa3 told .you by thas. i ■ k 

degree assault, •" ?'< w llw^olSHed , depaty?'' J _ asked; - Jfsttee Sting, -desiied the xf 

jphe two fpt^k wascs schedule^, |."• • ' ‘ | 

•f« seatewihg WMn^day^ bfttold ’me- ithgt ht; thought .7 teetmille, three ante Jus^fs 
' SKlstpoaement iwi caused^'wSf7!,'’wP#^ ui ' OT3 > w ho ; wanted a Ooh- J-wete '^eSscted m the Eddasp- 
l«igajy defense'-argiaasnts ^'lifictlpo, had gotte by and: got ' iinirder'tfM.ef Berted “aiain- 
moticasv 1© set- aside Sih vfir-juiy, ? -Cas^i fe^Sied-. isjp.StWBS^ 9% -aoeoeed- te toe ' 
.fflcfc . • 1 v ‘ g- , J ?gtice Sing' declared ajunefl-.,; tfeafc <& tmo^mrnr ilnmates dur-- 

m .. ■'.■ jsSBinSiSSS^ ’ ^ 


)f*//Cf? 

f'tfA-t t J'/**/#f 


3h yet rnrlter courtroom, tlje 
AicefeiioiL §aE«uhced it was 


fff Jr/r 


tour tormer inmaths who were 


O.fflly- -assault' and-- coercion 
jarges - a © w remain against 
ffitot-iBugsm., sf -iBuffalO,' 


: MHgs, M,-and‘puis ©uinfaaa,,; 
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; If Mc^c'^peritadley’s post tp^ayers• 

; . | __Airvv-y'©J. a waste of monejrj,A$d she 

;'fpko 'o \ . a . r -J attacked his assertion,' that 
i DiflttfrUISSMOr ithere Is no evidence of selec- 
. J VI ■ tivaprosecution. . t ..• 

A no 4 ! . j' .1 Praising former." Asst:" Atty.;, 

€ Jjji!2£|V' : Gen,. Malcolm H. Bell as -a" 
. l.< m ' at? ' /0 f stature,” Mis^Burh- 
$y m MJTER </ - -p airt ) aid these are. dob^neats • 

a i_-„ ' a ! showing selective prosecution 

A lawyer tor Michael Phil- t ^ a£ oe ver reachetf th® Wyo?, 
lips, defendant ,In an Attica mw&wntVfmuid hiry' 
Cqcn^'P^^tX Jj®'sell has charged‘fhat M 
W3clne3dey. argued t hat;., is • was prevented from invsstigat- 
would be in the public inprert:. j&g. C jj me s by law enforcement 
for Supreme Court' Jimhcp■ pa-rsoimsl. His charges ,a$-aow 
Theodore 5. Kasler to dismiss^ investigated, 
the charges against her clfcftt.-.-y ^p,^ 'Burnham’s arguments'] 
Miss Margaret Burnham ok w&r% delivered a§ : a h ia"ana-| 
Boston, appearing for Phillips, attorneys for'three other de- 
24, of flew York, cited the cost fepdgnts, Robert Dugarm, 29, | 
jOf r th8' prosecution* inyeitigJP ot. f , Buffalo, and s John Mitchell, 
tion, the lack pi evidence and 44, and Ruiz Quintana, 28, both 
the passage of time Jn;$6r dr New York, offered their disr 
request. ; ,. _ missal motions before the jury■- 

three others are; selection begins.-* ' ' . J 

charged with three counts each,- The Wade hearings testing 
of second dogbee kidnaping, th#-legality of the eyewitness, 
first degree coercion, unlawful identifications were, compl eted 
imprisonment and assault 4a' TafritraiBh,.. ‘ ''■...■AM', 


' charged with three counts e&cfc- 
of second degree kidnaping,. 
first degree coercion, unlawful ;, 
imprisonment and assault to ' 
the Sept. ®, 1971, seizing of Cor¬ 
rection Officers Franklin Wald, \ 
-Rkhterd Pelany and Serald ■ 
Reger. They had taken refuge 
in the prison’s C Block office. 
Asst. .Atty. Gen., Charles A'. 
Bradley surprised: the -court 
and the defendants When he an- 1 
npUnced the .state- had decided , 
to drop the kidnaping and] 
unlawful imprisonment charges I 
against the four' former 
inmates. '• 1 ■ '■ - -* 

Mr. Bradley cited:-,the lackof' 
evidence and-said that while he- ! 
announced the dropping of 
charges Wednesday, the dee!-- 
sion had been made,earlier for 
the ok. p£ evidence, ’ 



/,-•/ , \ Plan. & Eval. 

/ f 7 / 
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• .'...’.By — 

; 1 Three more jurors wera'ischiA 
ed Wednesday in. the #a$£ili£a 
premie Court trial of formCr 
Attica Correctional Facility to¬ 
rn a f e' ■" Bernard i'•. (Shango) ■■. 

Stroble, 3 5., pf Detroit, Six” 
jurors have been selected. ' 

Accepted- for.' (Service were: | 

Mark J. WaldmiHer,24,of Or-. 
chard Bark,, and unemployed, 
i salesman; , IS^rs.’ Margaretj .• A. ; 

Struzik, 33, of Snyder, a house¬ 
wife a n d -Miss FrisClua Jft' 

Weathers,. 23V of Boston, a hank 
t ejjlerl;, %V- - 

' ; TS&#~W&men -and tw<t> men, 
ail white,: have been chosen for j 
\ the trial that'is expected to last 
! 6 to 8 weeks'. 

' The prosecution Wednesday; 
i dismissed ,fou r prospective; 

| jurors on peremptory ,, chal¬ 
lenges. Jthas uSed l2 ,of its 2D 
challenges. The defense struck 
two prospects and has used 
peremptory .challe'n aes^J-^ , 

! Justice Joseph St. Mattina, 
with consent of both sides, ex- 
c u s p d' another prospective 
juror because lie knew Michael 
Privitiera, an inmate” killed 
during the Attica uprisings 
Stroble, acting as his own 
lawyer on onte- of; the Indict, 
ments against, him,, again;ac¬ 
cused the prosecutioir of 
“racism” when it' challenged a 
black venireman. .. ’! • 

! .Justice Mattina permitted 
! the remark; to remain on the 
j record but' questioned other 
, seated and prospective jurors if" 

'the defendant’s remarks would. 

, affect .thelt judgments. All said' 
they would not, . ' ’ - J 

Stroble, a black, is on trial on 
two charges of kidnaping and 

felony murder pf fellow in-., , , ^~r ■. _ _,• 

mates Barry 1 Schwartz a'n d U (/. — *p 3 A ^ 7 
Kenneth Hess, both white, and" , _. .;. __ 

a third indictni6nt of thfi actu&li: vcf/’w* 

Isfffrr^schwartzr^^' NOn M™” 515 

J |g0 AUG 11 1975 
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x By BOB BUYER 

Despite as: emotional argument that he is psycho- 
.logically unprepared to conduct another murder trial 
defense here, William M. Kunstler Wednesday was 
ordered to remain as' the assigned counsel-for Mariano 

' (Dalou) Gonzalez. K ‘- : —~ 1 —“-- 

Mr.' Kunstler requested! the ■ during i a break in the Hill-Per- V 
bouft assignment Mr®« na9 ^ ce proceedings.,. 

Barbara Handschu as Gon- a9ked Justice Ball to ex- 
zalez’s attorney shortly after cuse him from the Gonzalez 
the latter’s 1972 indictment for case because he is psycbologi- 


Barbera Handschu as G d n- ' He a9Kea Justice Bali to ex- 
zalez’s attorney shortly after cuse him from the Gonzalez 
the latter’s 1972 indictment for case because he is psychologi¬ 
ze killing of Michael (Crazy ca % no t ; prepared to take 
Mickey) Privlfiera. another nx u'rd-e r case in 

■; , occurred during Buffalo. . 

the September 1971 violence, at “I'do not want_my presence 
Attioa . Correctional .Facility to legitimize-an unfair proc- 


where.bqZ ware inmates. 


ess," Mr.Kunstlerargued, say- 

•aiT— . i _ 11 it! — * ___ 


.State Supreme Court Justice ing that all the Attica cases are 
Carman F. Ball set June.9 as unfair and a “total denial: of 
the date of the next calendar dueprocess.” 

S 'l for the trial and instructed “I y«mt the public to khdw 
. Kunstler not to undertake Zat these cases are unfair, 
any'other assignments. He said* sri .« 

that heWants the Gonzalez trial 1 -‘*1 FEEfc dirty and soiled in 
to start as soon as Ze Hill-Per- the process. Your Honor. And 
nasilice.proceedings are over.. ’ I think.that feeling Is so strong 
* with me that I .have to plit it in 

MR ., KU NSTLER, .appeared .the rec ord Zat 1 don't want to 
WSSSesnay 1 before Justice Ball be assocmT ;, WlZ Erie County, 


wjth..the Cpurts in Erie Cpunty, 
eysteiy inErm 
County or any other Aspects of- 
.it.” ■ ■ ■ • 1 

Calling: Ze. Attica proceed¬ 
ings a "lynching," Mr. Runs- 
tlsr added: 

"I think Zat my feeling is' 
very strong, Judge, and I Rave 
never expressed, it anywhere 
else except here.” 

Justice Ball remarked Zat 
Mr. Kunstler had requested the' 
: assignment a&\ long time ago 
and that at Zis point he would 
not relieve Mr. Kunstler of'Ze 
assignment.' • 

Mrs;/ Handschu,' who so far 
has carried the burden of- the 
defense: preparation s, is ill /in 
Buffalo'Getteral Hospital and;is- 
not -expected- ,to return, until 
> June, Mr. Kunstler 
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'ernasilice 3 Yrs. 


|-_ •'' > ■ ■ ‘ By GREG FAHERTP 

Charles J. Pemasilice,' 22, was sentenced to a 
: tenn-of up to three years-in' prison in State Supreme 
Cdurt here lute Thursday, after his codefendant, John. 
B. Hill, 23, of Buffalo, drew a term of 20 years to life, 
for the murder of a. guard during the 1971 Attica 
prison-rebellion, ' 


| Pemasilice,' of Camillus, a by'both former U.S. Atty. Gen. 
{Syracuse suburb, convicted of Ramsey Clark, on behalf:,of 
i attempted second-degree assault Pemasilice, and by William M. 
in-the case, was continued in . Kunstler, atioraey for Hill. . ‘ " 
I $10,000 surety bail by Justice Justice King first sentendfed 
j Gilbert H. King,pending appeal Pemasilice,'ta a term of uplto 
to the Appellate Div. two years, then had the le; 

; of appe al we r e f i le d fendant returned to ■ -t ape 

courtroom for resentencing., 
.after determining provisions of 
the state Penal Law mandate a 
i ' / minumum term of up to three 

fc'./k. £■: C <T( CfJfi / years 'on the charge. 

---L_ _ ;L~ i A jury convicted the two meg, 

' J J \ on April 5 in, connection witijUan 

if / / ’ / (assault on Correction Officer 

____'William E. Quinn on Sept.'S, 

i 1971,. the first day of the four- 
day prison uprising. Quinn died 
of his injuries two days later in 
I a Rochester hospital, the first 
■ of 43 men to die in, the 
i rebellion. 

J Tn pre-sentence remarks, 
irk urged 'the court to put 
rnasilfce on probation, 
ting Pemasilice had n o 
, hllstory of violence that would 
. require confinment. ‘ 

| - The judge- told Pernasilic|, 
who could, baye received up Jp 
four' years, that his recoup 
1 showed a continuous disregard 
J for the law. ■ ; 

I “To me that means, until you 
1 change that attitude, you are 
! headed for more difficulty” 

. 1 said Justice King. “It is my 

I earnest hope that your attitude 
|. will change.” 

| Pemasilice declined an offer 
to speak before sentencing; 
while Hill seized the opportunity 
to decry his trial as “the v most 
outrageous and sickening 
display of justice I’ve .-seen in 
"I my life.”, ■ . ».- 

I “What were we asking for 'inr 

/ : Attica?" said Hill. “We were 

asking for a change in the 
JW system." ' 

“I would like my last.wordg , 

\ iiT iliis'courtroom to fie mat the 
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r an i- rrrnta als and murder ers 

are not -on trial,” ""degrafetT 
Kunstler. “We all know who 
murdered 43 people,” he said. 

“It we are going to have any 
fairness in our system of 
justice, then it has to be a 
system of fair and equal 
justice,” said Kunstler in an 
obvious reference to his com¬ 
plaint that no law enforcement 
officers have been indicted. 

Asst. State . Atty. Gen. Louis 
Aidala, who prosecuted the Hill 
-Pemasilice trial, defended 
America’s system of justice as 
“still the best in the world.” 

No Recommendation 

The proseetuor said he was 
making n o recommendation 
-aacaajming Hill's sentence, only 


that it_be commensurate .ajlli 
tlie cnilfif of murde r which, h e 
said, ‘‘has been universally 

condemned since Cain slew 
Abel.” 

Asst. Atty Gen. James W. 
Grable also made no recom¬ 
mendation in the Pemasilice 
sentence. 

King ordered that Hill be 
committed to Green Haven 
Correctional Facility after 
recommending earlier that the 
defendant not be confined to 
Attica. 

In sentencing Hill, King call¬ 
ed Quinn’s death “completely 
unjust.” 

“What you took from him was 
irretrievable,” said the judge. 
“While he lay defenseless and 
unconscious, you took it on 
yourself that he live no more. ' 
















CR, OO: BUFFALO, t . 

HE BUFFALO TBLCAL TO BUREAU, JULY 15, 1975. 


ON JULY 15, 19 75, AS AC JOIIN F . S R/ 
TELEPHONE INQUIRY FROM 

WHO INDICATED AT 2:30 PH,__ 

BROTHERS OFFENSE DEFENSE, HELD A PRESS 


intSY, BUFFALO, RECEIVED 
WBBN, A LOCAL RADIO STATION, 


ra&afeNCE/A'i 


ATTICA 

TTFf S' - 

HE 


PRODUCED ONE 


AIJB®D HE WAS FORMER ATTICA 


CORRECTIONAL FACILITY (ACF) INHATE DOBING SEPTEMBER, 1971 RIOT 

. ■ ■ . \ ' • • " 7 . . . « * n •< .'vy^ “ 

AT ACF AND PRESENT DURING RFFAKING BY NEW YORK STATE AUTHORITIES. 

ALLECSD THAT HE TOLD THS FBI m SAW A NEW YOBS STATE »•/* 
TROOPER MURDER AN INMATE DURING THE RETAKING AND THAT SO' FURTHER 

‘ . • •• >■ .. ' Y • , i ' 

I*. . • ' ■ ■ - s - ■ - ■ L * 

A CTION HAD BEEN TAKEN. R EVIEW-, BUFFALO FILE, BISCIOSES INTKRVtKW 
OF ON OCTOBER-SO AS CONTAINED IN ^ 

BUFFALO REPORT OF SA THOMAS M. SflAUGHNESSY, DATED OCTOBER 27, 1971* 


AFTER CONSULTATION WITH- 


DIVISION AND 


GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION,[ WAS RECONTACTED 
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UNITED STATES GWERNMENT 

Memorandum 


P^tou : 


subject: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-50605) 


AC, BUFFALO (44-592) (RUC) 


date: 9/30/75 


UNSUBS, Correctional Officers, 
^Attica Correctional Facility, 

Attica (Wyoming County), New York; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS - Inmates 
of Attica 

SUMMARY PUNISHMENT; CIVIL RIGHTS 



Re Buffalo airtel to Bureau, 3/24/72; Bureau airtel 
to Buffalo, 3/29/72; report of SA CARL E. UNDERHILL, 4/17/72, 
at Buffalo. 

Enclosed for the Bureau is a copy of a newspaper 
article entitled "Guardsman Tells of Word Not to Reveal 
Attica Scene", appearing in the "Buffalo Evening News", a 
daily newspaper at Buffalo, New York on 9/25/75. 

This article concerns in part the testimony of JAMES 
O'DAY in a preliminary hearing to the kidnap murder trial of 
ERIC (JOMO) THOMPSON, accused of killing two inmates during 
the 1971 riot. 


In part the article states as follows: 


D 


/? 


"A former National Guardsman testified Wednesday 
that his battalion and company commanders advised 
troops not to discuss or volunteer any information 
about the 'funky things' they saw Sept. 13, 1971 
while on duty inside Attica Correctional Facility 
after troopers crushed the inmate uprising. 


"A second guardsman testified that he 
informed the FBI in Buffalo about the brutalities /w 

he witnessed on the advice of the late Federal A A 

y/'A Judge John 0. Henderson. —cA U * 

^ ^ T * “—~— - 

; r <?: ffiffi. t,m 
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"But James O'Day, 28, of Snyder, now 
a biology teacher at Sweet Home Central School, 
said that two FBI agents didn't appear 
interested." 


For the information of the Bureau, referenced 
Buffalo 3/24/72 airtel enclosed for the Bureau an LHM 
in regards to the interview with JAMES B. O'DAY on 3/23/72. 

A copy of this LHM was furnished to Acting USA of Buffalo, 

New York on 3/24/72. Referenced report was submitted in 
connection with the follow-up investigation regarding the 
information supplied by O'DAY. 

It is noted Mr. O'DAY advised on 3/23/72 that he 
was aware that the information was not worth much in the 
absence of any ability to identify the prisoner or the guard 
but he nevertheless wanted to go on record with the information. 
Further, that on 4/17/72 O'DAY commented that he realized that 
in the absence of ability to identify anyone, the information 
was valueless. A copy of the FD-302 interviews with JAMES B. 

O'DAY on 3/23/72 and 4/17/72 are being enclosed herewith for 
the Bureau's information. 

The above is being furnished for the information of 
the Bureau and no further action is contemplated by Buffalo 
in this matter. 
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By BOB BUYER 

A former National Guardsman testified Wednesday 
that his battalion and company commanders advised 
troops not to discuss or volunteer any information about 
the “funky things” they saw Sept. 13, 1971 white on 
duty inside Attica Correctional Facility after troopers 
crushed the inmate uprising. 

A 


second guardsman testi¬ 
fied that he irfotmed the I'BI 
in Buffalo about the brutalities 
ha witnessed on the advice of 
the late Federal Jct.-ige John 0. 
Henderson. / > 

But Ja n m; sy D ay,..".3, of 
Snyder, no\“R~ oMoogy teacher 
at Sweet Home Central School, 
said ’hat two FBI agents didn’t 
appear intrrc'ied. 

Supreme Court Justice Ann 
T. Mikoil, who is conducting 
the hearing to determine if 
state authorities practiced 
selective, enforcement, asked 
Mr. O'Day if anything was 
said about a follow-up. 

“No. I thought I had dona my 
duty by telling them what I 
knew.” Mr. O’Day said. 

^ <« * * 

HE WAS the fifth'witness in 
the preliminary hearing to the 
kidnap murder trial of Erie 
(Jomo) Thompson, 1.1, accused 
of killing two inmates during 
the 107 i riot. 

Thompson s lawyers are ask-. 
! n g for a dismissal of the 
charges against hi m on 
grounds that state prosecutors 
failed to investigate and prose¬ 
cute criminal acts bv law en¬ 
forcement personnel. 

Mr. O’Day said that ho and 
guardsman atari:. Kmminarr, 
were carrying a black inmate 
cn a stretcher because he had 
been wounded in the legs, arms 
and ‘hear end.” lie described 
htfv 


hunting jacket ordered them to 
put the wounded inmate down. 

THEN MR. O’Day testified, 
the man lifted the inmate’s 
head and dumped him on the 
floor. "He shouted at the in-’ 
mate to stand and when he 
didn't, the ynan took it screw¬ 
driver from his pocket and 
"stubbed him in the rectal area, 
five to seven times,” Mr. 
O'Day said. 

Several times during h i s 
testimony, Mr. O'Day emotion¬ 
ally had to pause to regain his 
composure. 

He told of another inmate 
whose head appeared nearly' 
split in two by “a hole the size 
of a quarter" who was left un¬ 
tended despite medical advice 
that he was among the most 
seriously injured. 

‘Mr. O’Day said that he relay¬ 
ed these and other incidents 
that he saw to his company 
officers with apparent little ef¬ 
fect. Ultimately, he said, he 
was Cjuestioned by the McKay’" 
Commission and by other 
state investigators. 

■* « 

HOWEVER. Mr. O’Day said 
he was unable to identify any 
of the assailants. The best he 
"could do was pick out pictures 
of five persons possibly 
involved. 

...... Earlier, B. K evin Burke, a 

,r-7i~short man with green Family Court cmpfdye"affd"flie 


son nf Joseph Burke, adminis¬ 
tratis e TIITTvcTofThe Erie Coun¬ 
ty district, attorney’s office, 
completed testimony started on 
Tuesday. 

He said Lt. Cel. Guy Annim- 
zinto as the battallion com¬ 
mander and Capt. Gary Wendt 
of t h e New York National 
Guard were the officers who 
recommended .troops refrain 
front discussing what they seen 
inside Attica’s wails. 

“IT WASN’T an order, but 
most people followed the ad-, 
vice,” he said. 

Mr. Burke’s testimony and 
that of Mr. O’Day produced one 
of the more emotional of the 
many Attica related coutt 
days. Some court spectators 
wept during part of the 
testimony. 

Mr. Burke testified that lie 
saw four black inmates die 
from complications arising 
from shock after blankets con¬ 
tinually were pulled from their 
otherwise naked bodies on a 
chill, damp day. 

He also said he saw Dj\ Paul- 
E. Sternberg, one of two vegu- 
■isrpnso-r p It y s i e i a ns “kicking 
and pommeling inmates lying 
on the ground. 

“I saw Dr. Sternberg kick 
one inmate in the stomach area 
and say, ‘You’re not hurt. We’ll 
see how hurt you are,’ ” Mr. 
■Burke testified. —" 


Lj 1 ^ ~ &> ° S 
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UFUC-SQ, related seeing one 
inmate resist being fcti Tric'd "By 
means of clubs placed under 
his arms. “Two correction offi¬ 
cers then picked him tip and 
threw him to the ground and 
give’him several good kicks. 
Dr. Sternberg was right there,” 
he said. 

Mr. Burke said that' Mai. 
John Cudmore, a medical offi¬ 
cer. told the correction officer 
to stop. 

“When Dr. Cudmore moved 
away, a correction officer hit 
the inmate again, saying ‘this 
is for Cudmore,’ ” the witness 
said. 

He told of correction officers 
objecting to the National Cuard 
activities of gathering up, and 
assisting the wounded inmates. 
“Why arc you treating these — 
— niggers,” one said. “They 
started this thing.” 

The hearing resumed today 
with two former inmates sched¬ 
uled to testify. Former Asst. 
Atty. C-en. Malcolm H. Bell, 
who has cltargciTThaT he 'w 
prevented from investigating 
crimes of haw enforcement per- ' 
sonnel, is under subpoena and 
wit!I testify next week, Mr. 
Coyle said. ---—<> i 








| |advised that he was a member of the New York 

State NaxXonaX H5lafir ~and was assigned to a hospital unit. His 
unit had been utilised at the Attica Correctional Facility 
foilowin£_the_retaking of the prison after the inmates had 
rioted. | |advised that the hospital area was a shambles 

in that it was overcrowded and it had been necessary to put 
the wounded in the corridors and in every spare area. The 
doctors had been trying to treat the most severely wounded 
first but this was not possible in all of the confusion. He 
said that one of the doctors had told him to get blankets and 
cover up some of the wounded who were lying on the stretchers 
and that the guards had made comments to him as he was follow¬ 
ing these instructions. He said he realized that emotions were 
running high on that date. 

! |said that he could not pinpoint the time but 

it was in mid-afternoon on September 13, 1971 and he had been 
told along with other Guardsmen to take two prisoners to the 
C Block area from the yard. It was his recollection that 
they went into the B Block building and then came down the 
tunnel leading to what was called Times Square in the center, 
of the yard. They started down towards another block but were 
stopped and realized they were going the wrong way. They had 
been headed for D Block and were just going in the exact 
opposite direction they should have been going in order to take 
their prisoners to the C Block area. He said that as they 
came back through the Times Square area there were several 
guards present and one individual who apparently was a guard 
but was not in a prison guard uniform. This man told the 
National Guardsmen to put the prisoner down. He asked what 
was the matter with th e prisoner who[ fiad been assisting 

in carrying and||said that he had apparently been shot 
in the leg. He saicr "there was no blood showing but puncture 
wounds were visible and each was ringed by a dark circle. 


, . 3/23/72 Buffalo. New York 
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This same guard said that he did. .not believe it and told 
him to tip over the stretcher. did not do it and 

this prison guard then picked up the stretcher at one end 
and as he raised it, the Negro male prisoner just sort of 
slid off the stretcher and fell to the concrete floor. 

The guard told him to move and go down the walk-way from 
Times Square towards C Block. The prisoner .just laid 
there on the floor and the guard took out what 
observed to be a Phillips Head screwdriver. He said that 
this prisoner was lying on his back with his knees up in 
the air and the guard reached down and in the general area 
of the rectum poked this man four or five times and told 
him to get moving. 

-iflaen queried if the screwdriver penetrated the 

anus, advised that he could not tell but that the man 


anus, | [ advised that he could not tell but that the man 

was just poked in the general area and it-^oiiliL well have 
been that he was jabbed in the buttocks. |said that 

he did not see any blood. He said the other National 
Guardsmen observed this as did some of the prison guards 
who were present. 

_ |advised that in discussing the matter later 

with the Guardsmen, all were of the opinion that they could 
not identify eith er the p risoner or the guard who had possessed 
the screwdriver. | p.dvised that after this incident had 

occurred, he had iurniihed information concerning same to 
the New York State Police. He was not aware of what follow-up 
investigatior>-i^A_s.tate Police had taken concerning the 
information. [__|advised that he was aware that the in¬ 

formation was 'not worth much in the absence of any ability 
to identify the prisoner or the guard but that he neverthe¬ 
less had wanted to go on record with the information. 


pairment which woulc 
factual occurrences, 


suffers no physical im- 
negate his ability to observe and recall 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE 


Date of tronscriotion 


- num erous unsuccessful attempts to locate 

__ I he was telephonlcally contacted at 

his residence.I I advised that he was unable to recall 

any additional' information concerning the Incident iihaii. he 

had recited when interviewed on March 23, 1972. _ was 

queried as to one point concern ing the inmate whom he had 
alleged was mistreated. | was asked what happened to 

i-hd*-, i nmate after the alleged jabbing with the screwdriver. 

stated that he did not really know or could not recall. 
He Stated that he knew that the inmate was not carried any 
further, and he did not now recall whether the prisoner 
walked to the cell block or how he got to the cell block; 
but he can now remember that both the inmate and the man who' 
had the screwdriver had disappeared into the cell block area. 


sence of a 
valueless. 


Jcommented that he realized that in the ab- 
y to identify anyone, the information was 


Interviewed on_ 


4/17/72 


Buffalo, New York 


by SA CARL E. UNDERHILL pas 


_ Dote dictoted_ 


F1 * Buffalo 44-592 

.Pile #_ 


4/17/72 
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